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PREFACE. 


Jji  preparing  tbis  woikf  cm  object  hm  been  to  pvft  into  pemw- 
nent  ihape  tibte  few  teeltered  leports  ef  Ibe  Womaii  Soffinge  Move* 

meDt  still  to  be  found,  and  to  make  it  an  arsenal  of  facta  for  those 
who  are  beginning  to  inquire  into  the  demands  and  argnments  of 
the  leaders  of  this  reform.  Although  the  continued  ditoiiMion  of 
the  pelitioel  rights  of  woman  during  the  lait  tbir^  JMn,  lomu  a 
inott  impoitMit  Imk  in  the  ebein  of  iitineneee  tending  to  her  eman- 
eipatlooy  no  atleBipt  at  ita  biitorj  baa  bean  made.  In  giving  the 
inoeptioii  and  progress  of  this  agitation,  we  who  haTS  nndertaken 
die  task  have  been  moved  by  the  consideration  that  many  of  oar 
oo-workers  have  already  fallen  asleep,  and  that  in  a  few  jean  all 
who  oonld  tell  the  story  will  have  passed  awaj. 

In  collecting  material  for  these  volames,  most  of  thoae  of  whom 
we  solicited  facts  have  expressed  themaelvea  deeplj  interested  in 
onr  nndertaking»  and  have  gladly  eontribnted  all  tfaaj  eonM,  foaling 
tiiat  tiioae  identifled  with  thia  lefonn  weva  better  qaalifled  to  pre> 
pare  a  faithful  history  with  greater  patience  and  pleasore,  than  those 
of  another  generation  possibly  could. 

A  few  have  replied,  "It  is  too  early  to  write  the  history  of  this 
movement ;  wait  nntil  oar  object  is  attained ;  the  actors  themaelvea 
can  not  write  an  impartial  hiafeorj ;  they  have  had  thdr  diaooida, 
diviaiona,peiBonalboati]itifla,  that  nnfit  them  for  the  work.''  View- 
ing the  enfinndiiiement  of  woman  aa  the  moat  important  demand 
of  the  century,  we  have  felt  no  temptation  to  linger  over  individual 
diSereuces.  These  occur  in  all  associations,  and  may  be  regarded 
in  this  case  as  an  evidence  of  the  growing  self-assertion  and  indi- 
vidualism in  woman. 

Woven  with  the  threada  of  thia  history,  we  have  given  aome  per- 
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8  Preface, 

Bonal  lemiiuaoeiioes  and  brief  biographical  sketohee.  To  the  few 
who,  throngh  ill-timed  humility,  have  refused  to  contribute  any  of 
their  early  experiences  we  would  suggest,  that  as  each  brick  in  a 
magnificent  structure  might  have  had  do  special  valae  alone  on  the 
road-side,  yet^  In  combination  with  many  otlien,  Ha  siae,  poaitioDy 
qnality,  beeomei  of  Tital  oonaeqiienee ;  ao  with  the  aetoia  in  any 
great  lefonn,  thon^  tib^  mi^beof  UtUe  value  in  themaelyee ;  as  a 
part  of  a  great  movement  tiiey  may  be  worthy  of  mention — even 
important  to  the  completion  of  an  historical  record. 

To  be  historians  of  a  reform  in  which  we  have  been  among  the 
chief  actors,  has  its  points  of  embarrassment  as  well  as  advantage* 
Those  who  fight  the  battle  oan  best  give  what  all  readeia  like  to 
know— 4he  impelling  rootiTea  to  action ;  die  straggle  in  die 
of  oppodtioQ  ;  the  Texatioii  under  ridienle;  and  the  despair  in 
success  too  long  deferred.  Moreover,  there  is  an  interest  in  history 
written  from  a  subjective  point  of  view,  that  may  compensate  the 
reader  in  this  case  for  any  seeming  egotism  or  partiality  he  may 
disoorver.  As  an  antobiography  la  moie  interesting  than  a  aketcb 
by  another,  ao  ia  a  lustoty  written  by  its  actorB^  as  in  both  eases  we 
get  nearer  the  sonl  of  the  anbjeet 

We  haye  finished  onr  task,  and  we  hope  the  oontribntion  we 
have  made  may  enable  some  other  hand  iu  Lhe  future  to  write  a 
more  complete  history  of  "  the  most  momentous  reform  that  has  yet 
been  launched  on  the  world — ^the  first  organized  protest  against  the 
injnstioe  whieh  has  brooded  o?er  the  oharacter  and  destiny  of  one- 
half  the  hnman  moe." 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  prolonged  slavery  of  womaD  is  the  darkest  page  in  human 
history.  A  survey  of  the  condition  of  the  race  through  those  bar- 
barous periods,  when  physical  force  governed  the  world,  when  the 
motto,  "  might  makes  right,"  was  the  law,  enables  one  to  a^'count 
for  the  origin  of  woman's  subjection  to  man  without  referring  tba 
fact  to  the  general  inferiority  of  the  sex,  or  Nature's  law. 

Writers  on  this  question  differ  as  to  the  cause  of  the  uniTersal 
degradation  of  woiniin  in  all  periods  and  nations. 

One  of  the  greatest  minds  of  the  century  has  thrown  a  ray  of  light 
on  this  gloomy  picture  by  tracing  the  origin  of  woman's  slavery  to 
the  same  principle  of  selfishness  and  love  of  power  iu  man  that  has 
thus  far  domiDated  all  weaker  nations  and  classes.  This  brings 
hope  of  final  emandpatioii,  fofr  as  all  nations  and  ehMMt  are  gnd- 
nally,  one  after  tnoliher,  ■iiiiing  ttid  maintaining  their  independ- 
ence, the  path  ia'dear  for  woman  to  fellow.  The  alariah  instinct  of 
an  opprooBod  elam  haa  led  her  to  toil  patiently  through  the  ages, 
giving  aU  and  addng  little^  eheerfnUy  diaring  with  man  aU  perila 
and  pivatioDa  by  land  and  aea,  tint  hnaband  and  sons  might  attain 
honor  and  snooesi.  Jnatioe  and  freedom  for  herself  ia  her  latest  and 
highest  demand. 

Another  writer  asserts  that  the  tyranny  of  man  over  woman  haa 
ita  roots,  after  all,  in  hia  nobler  fee^ngs;  his  lore,  his  ehivaliy,  and 
his  derire  to  proteet  woman  in  die  baiteons  perioda  of  piUage,  Inati 
and  war.  Bnt  wliarever  the  roots  may  be  traced,  the  resnlta  at  tibia 
honr  are  eqnaUj  diiastrons  to  woman.  Her  best  interesto  and  hsp* 
pinesB  do  not  aesm  to  have  been  consulted  in  the  arrangements 
made  for  her  protection.  She  has  been  boog^t  and  sold,  caressed 
sod  cmcified  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  her  master.  But  if  a  chival. 
rona  desire  to  protect  woman  has  alwajra  been  the  mainspring  of  man's 
dominion  over  her,  it  should  have  prompted  him  to  place  in  her 
hands  the  Mme  weapons  of  defense  he  haa  f  onnd  to  be  moat  effective 
against  wrong  and  opproooion. 
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.  It  is  often  asserted  that  as  woman  has  always  been  man's  slave — 
subject — inferior — dependent,  under  all  forms  of  goveramcnt  and 
religion,  slavery  must  be  her  normal  condition.  This  mi^ht  have 
Bome  weight  had  not  the  vast  majority  of  men  also  been  enslaved 
for  centuries  to  kings  and  popes,  and  ordon  of  nobility,  who,  in  the 
progress  of  oiTilization,  hft^e  reached  complete  eqiulity.  And  did 
we  not  also  see  the  great  ehaoges  in  wonuui's  eondition,  the  marvel- 
one  tntnsf ormation  in  her  character,  from  a  toy  in  the  Tnridsh  harem, 
or  a  dmdge  in  the  German  iields,  to  a  leader  of  thonj^t  in  the 
literaiy  eiroles  of  France,  England,  and  America  1 

£i  an  age  when  the  wrongB  of  society  are  adjusted  in  the  oonrts 
and  at  the  ballot-boz,  material  force  yields  to  reason  and  majorities. 

Woman's  steady  msnsh  cnwaid,  and  her  growing  desire  for  a 
broader  outlook,  prove  that  she  bss  not  reached  her  ncnnsl  condi- 
tion,  snd  that  society  has  not  yet  ctmceded  all  that  is  necessary  for 
its  attainment 

Moreover,  woman's  discontent  incrssses  in  eiact  proportion  to  her 
development  Instesd  of  a  feeling  of  gnttitade  lor  n^jo^  accorded, 
wisest  are  indignant  at  the  assompticn  of  any  legsl  disability 
based  on  sez,  and  their  fselings  in  this  matter  are  a  soier  test  <Mf 
what  her  natore  demands,  tiian  the  feelings  and  prejudices  of  the  sex 
ftUimIng  to  be  snporior.  American  men  may  quiet  their  oonseienoes 
with  the  delosioii  that  no  such  injnstice  exists  in  this  coontry  as  in 
Eastem  nationi^  though  with  the  general  improvement  in  our  insti-  . 
tntions^  woman^s  condition  must  inevitably  have  improved  also,  yet 
the  same  principle  that  degrades  her  in  Tnrkey,  MWiiAlt  her  in  this 
republic  Oostom  forbids  a  woman  there  to  enter  a  mosque,  or  call 
the  hour  for  prayers ;  here  it  tobids  her  a  voice  in  Churdi  Councils 
or  State  Legislatures.  The  same  taint  of  her  primitive  state  of 
slavery  affects  both  latitudes. 

The  condition  of  married  women,  nnder  the  laws  of  aU  conntries, 
has  been  essentially  that  of  slaves,  nntil  modified,  in  some  respects, 
within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  in  the  United  States.  The 
change  from  the  old  Common  Law  of  England,  in  regard  to  the 
civil  rights  of  women,  from  1848  to  the  advance  legislation  in  most 
of  the  Northern  States  in  1880,  marks  an  era  both  in  the  status  of 
woman  as  a  citizen  and  in  our  American  63'stem  of  jurisprudence. 
When  the  State  of  Kew  York  gave  married  women  certain  rights 
of  property,  the  individual  existence  of  the  wife  was  recognized,  and 
the  old  idea  that  "  husband  and  wife  are  one,  and  that  one  the  bus- 
band,"  received  its  death-blow.  From  that  hour  the  statutes  of  the 
several  States  have  been  steadily  divei^ging  from  the  old  English 
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eodes.  Most  of  the  Wt -tem  States  copied  the  advance  legulation 
of  New  York,  and  some  are  now  even  more  liberal. 

The  broader  demand  for  p(»iitical  rights  has  not  commanded  the 
thought  its  merita  and  dignity  shonld  have  seoored.  While  com- 
plaining of  many  wrontrs  and  oppressions,  women  themselves  did 
not  see  that  the  political  disability  of  sex  was  the  cause  of  all  their 
special  grievances,  and  that  to  secure  equality  anywhere,  it  must 
be  recognized  everywhere.  Like  all  disfranchised  classes,  they 
begun  by  asking  to  have  certain  wrongs  redressed,  and  not  by 
asserting  their  own  right  to  make  laws  for  themselves. 

Overburdened  with  cares  in  the  isolate!  home,  women  had  not 
the  time,  education,  opportunity,  and  pecuniary  independence  to 
put  their  thoughts  clearly  and  concisely  into  propositions,  nor  tlie 
courage  to  compare  their  opinions  with  one  another,  nor  to  publish 
them,  to  any  great  extent,  to  the  world. 

It  reqaiTes  philosophy  and  heroism  to  rise  above  the  opinion  of 
the  wifle  men  of  all  nations  and  raoes,  that  to  be  imJbunon,  ia  the 
lugfaest  testimonial  woman  can  havo  to  her  virtaey  delieacj  aad 
lefinement* 

A  oertaiB  odinm  hai  ew  nsted  on  thoae  who  have  riaen  above 
the  eouventUmal  level  and  tongbt  new  Bpherea  for  thought  and  ac- 
tion, and  especially  on  the  lew  who  demand  complete  equality  in 
political  rights.  The  leaders  in  this  movement  have  been  women  of 
mpexior  mental  and  physical  oiganisation,  of  good  social  standing 
snd  edncstiony  reinaiU>le  alike  for  their  domestie  virtues,  know^ 
edge  of  public  aflbuzs,  and  rare  ezecutive  ability ;  good  speakers  and 
writeiSy  inqnring and  ooodnoting  the  genuine  rslorma  of  the  day; 
everywhere  exerting  themselves  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  so- 
ciety ;  yet  they  have  been  uniformly  ridiculed,  misrepresaoted,  and 
denounced  in  public  and  private  by  all  classes  of  society. 

Woman's  political  equality  with  man  ia  the  legitimate  outgrowth 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  Government,  clearly  set  forth 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  1776,  in  the  United  States 
Constitation  adopted  in  1784,  in  the  prolonged  debates  on  the  origin 
of  hnman  rights  in  the  anti-slavery  eonflict  in  1840,  and  in  the  more 
recent  discussions  of  the  party  in  power  rinoe  1865,  on  the  13th, 
14th,  and  15th  Amendments  to  the  National  Constitution ;  and  the 
majority  of  our  leading  statesmen  have  taken  the  ground  that  suf- 
frage is  a  natural  right  that  may  be  regulated,  bat  can  not  be  abol- 
ished by  State  law. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  liberal  principles  of  republicanism 
that  pervades  all  olsflsoo  of  American  minds,  however  vaguely,  if 
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BQddenlj  called  out,  they  migfat  be  stated,  woman  readily  pecceiTet 
the  anomalona  podtion  she  occnpies  in  a  republic,  where  the  govern- 
ment and  religion  alike  are  based  on  individual  conBcienoe  and  jndg. 
ment — v^here  the  natural  rights  of  all  citixena  have  been  ezhanatiTdj 
dis^^nsBod,  and  repeatedly  declared  equal. 

From  the  inauguration  of  the  government,  representative  women 
have  expostulated  against  the  inconsistenciee  between  our  principles 
and  practices  as  a  nation.  Besrinning  with  special  grievances, 
woman's  protests  soon  took  a  larger  scope.  Having  petitioned  State 
legislatures  to  change  the  statutes  that  robbed  her  of  children, 
wages,  and  property,  she  demanded  that  the  Constitutions — State 
and  National — be  eo  amended  as  to  give  her  a  voice  in  the  laws,  a 
choice  in  the  rulers,  and  protection  in  the  exercise  of  her  rights  as  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States. 

While  the  laws  affecting  woman's  civil  rights  have  been  greatly 
improved  during  the  past  thirty  years,  the  political  demand  has 
ma^le  bnt  a  qu^tionable  progress,  though  it  must  be  counted  as  the 
chief  influence  in  modifying  the  laws.  The  selfishness  of  man  was 
readily  enlisted  in  securing  woman's  civil  rights,  while  the  same  ele- 
inent  In  hia  ohanoter  aDtagonlied  her  demand  for  political  equality. 

Fathers  who  had  estates  to  heqnesth  to  their  daughters  eoidd  see 
the  adTaatage  of  aecnring  to  woman  eertain  property  rights  thai 
might  Hmit  tiie  legal  power  of  profligate  hue baoda. 

Hnabaada  in  extenaiTe  bnsineM  operations eonld  seethe  advantage 
of  allowing  the  wife  the  rig^t  to  hold  aeparato  property,  settled  on 
her  in  time  of  prosperity,  that  mig^t  not  be  seSaed  for  his  debts. 
Henee  In  the  seyeral  States  able  men  ohamploned  theee  iearly  meaa- 
nres.  Bat  political  li^ts,  involTing  In  then*  last  resnlts  eqnalUj 
eyetywhere^  ronsed  all  the  antagonism  of  a  dominant  power,  agsinal 
the  sdf-assertloD  of  a  daas  hitherto  subservient.  Men  saw  thai 
with  political  equality  for  woman,  they  oonld  no  longer  keep  her  in 
sodal  subordination,  and  "  the  majority  of  the  male  sex,"  says  John 
Stuart  Mill,  "  can  not  yet  tolerate  the  idea  of  living  with  an  e<]nal." 
The  fear  of  a  social  revolntion  thus  complicated  the  discussion.  The 
Chuvdit  too,  took  alarm,  knowing  that  with  the  freedom  and  educk 
tlon  acquired  in  becoming  a  component  part  of  the  Qovemment, 
woman  would  not  only  outgrow  the  power  of  the  priesthood,  and 
religious  superstitions,  but  would  also  invade  the  pulpit,  interpret 
the  Bible  anew  from  her  own  stand-point,  and  claim  an  equal  voice 
in  all  ecclesiastical  councils.  With  tierce  waming^j  and  denuncia- 
tions from  the  pulpit,  and  false  interpretations  of  Scripture,  women 
have  been  iotimidated  and  misled,  and  their  religious  feelings  have 
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been  played  opon  for  their  more  complete  Bubjngation.  While  the 
general  principles  of  tlie  Bible  are  in  favor  of  the  most  enlarged 
freedom  and  equality  of  the  race)  isolateil  texts  have  been  need  to 
block  the  wheels  of  progress  in  all  periods ;  tlius  bigots  have  de- 
fended capital  punishment,  intemperance,  slavery,  polygamy,  and 
the  sul)jecti()n  of  woman.  The  creedifi  of  all  nations  make  olicdicneo 
t«)  man  tise  corner-stone  of  her  reliirions  character.  Fortunately, 
howev<  r.  It;  ire  liberal  niinds  are  uuw  giving  u&  higher  and  purer 
exposition??  (<f  the  Scri]>ture8. 

As  the  wx*ial  and  reliirious  n}>jf('tii )ns  appeared  against  the  de- 
mand for  political  rights,  the  (ri-(  ii>sit>n  became  many-sided,  con- 
tradictory, and  as  varied  as  the  idiosyncnisies  of  individual  cliaracter. 
Some  said,  "  Man  is  woman's  natural  protector,  and  she  can  safely 
tru.-t  him  to  make  laws  for  her."  8he  might  with  fairness  reply,  as 
he  uniformly  robbed  her  of  all  property  rights  to  184S,  ho  (".xn  not 
safely  be  trusted  with  her  personal  rights  in  l!^8(>.  though  tin-  fa<  t 
that  he  did  make  some  restitution  at  last,  might  modify  lier  di^tru^t 
in  the  future.  However,  the  calendars  of  our  courts  still  show  that 
fathers  deal  unjustly  with  daughters,  husl)ands  with  wives,  brothers 
with  sisters,  and  sons  with  their  own  mothers.  Though  woman 
needs  the  protection  of  one  man  against  his  whole  sex,  in  pioneer 
life,  in  threading  her  way  through  a  lonely  forest,  on  the  highway, 
or  in  the  streets  of  the  metropolis  on  a  dark  night,  she  sometimes 
needs,  too,  the  protection  of  all  men  against  tliis  one.  But  even  if 
die  conld  be  enre,  as  she  is  not,  of  the  ever-present,  all -protecting 
power  of  one  strong  arm,  that  would  be  weak  indeed  compared  with 
the  subtle,  all-pervading  influence  of  just  and  equal  laws  for  all 
women.  Hence  woman's  need  of  the  ballot,  that  she  may  hold  in 
her  own  right  hand  the  weapon  of  self-protection  and  self-defense. 

Again  it  is  said :  The  women  who  make  the  demand  are  few  in 
number,  and  their  feelings  and  opinions  are  abnormal,  and  therefore 
of  no  wei^t  in  considering  the  aggregate  judgment  on  the  ques- 
tion." The  number  is  larger  than  appears  on  the  surface,  for  the 
fear  of  public  ridicule,  and  the  loss  of  private  favors  from  those 
who  shelter,  feed,  and  clothe  them,  w  ithhold  m  iny  from  declaring 
their  opinions  and  demanding  their  rights.  The  ignorance  and  in- 
difference of  the  majority  of  women,  as  to  their  status  as  citizens  of 
a  republic,  is  not  remarkable,  for  history  shows  that  the  masses  of 
all  oppressed  classes,  in  the  most  degraded  conditions,  have  been 
stolid  and  apathetic  until  partial  success  had  crowned  the  faith  and 
enthusiasm  of  the  few. 

The  insDirections  on  Southern  plantations  were  always  defeated 
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bj  the  doubt  and  dnplidty  of  the  shiTeB  theinselTes.  That  little 
band  of  heroes  who  precipitated  the  American  Bevdnti^n  in  1776 
were  so  ostracised  that  tbej  walked  the  streets  with  bowed  heads, 
from  a  sense  of  loneliness  and  apprehension.  Woman's  apathy  to 
the  wrongs  of  her  sex,  instead  of  being  a  plea  for  her  remaining  in 
her  present  condition,  is  the  etrongest  alignment  against  it.  How 
completely  demoralized  by  her  subjection  must  she  be,  who  does 
not  feel  her  personal  dignity  assailed  when  all  women  are  ranked  in 
every  State  Oonstitntiou  with  idiots,  lunatics,  criuiinals,  and  minors; 
when  in  the  name  of  Justice,  man  holds  one  scale  for  woman,  an- 
other for  himself  ;  when  by  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  laws  she  is 
made  responsible  for  cnmes  committed  against  her,  while  the  male 
criminal  goes  free  ;  when  from  altars  where  she  worhips  no  woman 
ma>'  preach  ;  when  in  tlie  courts,  where  girls  of  tender  age  may  be 
arraigned  f«>r  the  crime  of  infantici<lp,  she  niny  not  plead  for  the 
most  niisei-able  of  her  sex  ;  when  colleges  slic  is  taxed  to  build  and 
endow,  deny  her  the  right  to  J^liarc  in  their  advantages  ;  when  she 
finds  that  which  should  be  her  glory — her  possible  motherhood — 
treated  evervwiicre  by  nian  as  a  disahilitv  and  a  crime  !  A  woman 
insensible  to  such  indignities  needs  some  transfonnation  into  nobler 
thought,  some  purer  atmosphere  to  breathe,  some  higher  stand-point 
from  which  to  study  human  rights. 

It  is  said,  "the  difference  between  the  sexes  indicates  different 
spheres."  It  would  bo  nearer  the  truth  to  say  the  dilference  indi- 
cates different  du  lie. s  in  the  suine  sphere,  seeing  that  man  and  woman 
were  evidently  made  for  each  other,  and  have  shown  equal  capacity 
in  the  ordinary  range  of  human  duties.  In  governing  nations,  lead- 
ing armies,  piloting  ships  across  the  sea,  rowing  life-boats  in  terrific 
gales ;  in  art,  seienoe,  invention,  literature,  woman  haa  proved  her- 
self the  oomplement  of  man  in  the  world  of  thought  and  action. 
This  Jifferenoe  does  not  enmpel  as  to  spread  our  tables  with  different 
food  for  man  and  woman,  nor  to  provide  in  onr  common  sehools  a 
different  course  of  stndy  for  boys  and  girls.  Sex  pervades  all  nat- 
ure, yet  the  male  and  female  tree  and  vine  and  ahrob  rejoice  in  the 
tame  sunshine  and  shade.  The  earth  and  air  are  free  to  all  the 
froits  and  flowers,  yet  each  absorbs  what  best  ensoree  its  growtli. 
But  whatever  it  is,  it  reqnires  no  special  watchf tzlness  on  onr  part 
to  see  that  it  is  maintained.  This  plea,  when  closely  analysed,  is 
generally  found  to  mean  woman's  inferiority. 

The  superiority  of  man,  however,  does  not  enter  into  the  demand 
for  sn&age,  for  in  this  country  all  men  vote;  and  as  the  lower  or- 
ders of  men  are  not  superior,  either  by  nature  or  grace,  to  the  higher 
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oideni  of  women,  thej  must  hold  and  exerciBe  the  right  of  self-gov- 
ernment  on  some  other  ground  than  snperiority  to  women. 

Again  it  is  said,  "  Woman  when  independent  and  aelf-asrertlng 
will  lose  her  influence  over  man."  In  the  happiest  conditions  in  life, 
men  and  women  will  ever  be  mntually  dependent  on  each  other. 
The  complete  development  of  all  woman's  powers  will  not  make  her 
leas  capable  of  steadfast  love  and  friendship,  but  give  her  new 
strength  to  meet  the  emergencies  of  life^  to  aid  those  who  look  to 
her  for  coonsel  and  support.  Men  are  uniformly  more  attentive  to 
women  of  rank,  family,  and  fortune,  who  least  need  their  care,  than 
to  any  other  class.  We  do  not  see  their  protecting  love  gt'nerally 
extending  to  iho  liclpless  and  unfortunate  ones  of  earth.  Wherever 
-the  skilled  hands  and  cultured  bndnof  woman  have  ma<le  the  battle 
•of  life  easier  for  man,  he  has  readily  pardoned  tier  sound  judgment 
And  proper  self-assertion.  But  the  prejudices  and  preferences  of 
man  should  be  a  secondary  consideration,  in  presence  of  the  indi- 
vidual happiness  and  freedom  of  woman.  The  formation  of  her 
character  and  its  influence  0:1  tlie  human  race,  is  a  laiger  question 
than  man's  personal  liking.  There  is  no  fear,  however,  that  when 
Sl  superior  order  of  women  shall  grace  the  earth,  there  will  n^t  !)e  * 
Aii  order  of  men  to  match  tliem,  and  influence  over  such  minds  will 
iitone  for  the  loss  of  it  elsewhere. 

An  honest  fear  is  sometimc-i  e\'pre>Rod  *'  that  woman  would  do- 
srrade  polities,  and  politics  would  degrade  woman."  As  the  influence 
of  woman  hiis  been  nnifonuly  elevating  in  new  civilizations,  in  irn's- 
sionary  work  in  heathen  nations,  in  schools,  colleges,  literature,  and 
in  <reneral  society,  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  ])olitics  would  prove  no 
Cfxeeption.  ( >ii  the  other  hand,  a.^  the  art  of  government  is  the  most 
exalted  of  all  sciences,  and  stitesmanship  requires  the  highest  oidcr 
of  mind,  the  ennobling  and  retining  influence  of  sucli  pursuits  must 
elevate  rather  than  degrade  woman.  When  ivolitics  degenerate  into 
bitter  persecutions  and  vulgar  court-goS'ip,  they  are  degrading  to 
imw.  atid  his  honor,  virtue,  dignity,  and  retiaement  areas  valuable  to 
woman  as  her  virtues  are  to  him. 

Again,  it  is  said,  '*  Those  who  make  laws  must  execute  them  ;  gov- 
cnmient  needs  force  behind  it, — a  woman  could  not  be  sheriff  or  a 
"policeman."  She  might  not  All  these  oflSces  in  the  way  men  <lo, 
but  she  might  far  more  elfectively  guard  the  innnls  of  society,  and 
the  sanitary  conditions  of  our  cities.  It  itii|j;hL  with  e4ual  force  he 
:said  that  a  woman  of  culture  and  artistic  taste  can  not  keep  hou-e, 
iR'cause  .she  can  not  wash  and  iron  with  her  own  hands,  and  clean 
the  range  an<l  furnace.    At  the  head  of  the  police,  a  woman  could 
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direct  her  forces  and  keep  order  without  ever  using  a  baton  or  a 
pistol  in  her  own  hands.  ''The  elements  of  soTereignty,"  says 
Biackstone,  ''are  three:  wisdom,  goodness,  and  power."  Conceding 
to  woman  wisdom  and  goodness,  as  thej  are  not  strictly  masculine 
yirtnes,  and  snbstituting  moral  power  for  physical  force,  we  have 
the'  necessary  elements  of  government  for  most  of  life's  emergen- 
cies. Women  manage  families,  mixed  schools,  charitahle  institn- 
tions,  laige  boarding-houses  and  hotels^  farms  and  steam-engines, 
drunken  and  disorderly  men  and  women,  and  Atop  street  fights,  as  well 
as  men  do.  The  queens  in  history  compare  favorably  with  the  kings. 

But,  "  in  the  settlement  of  national  difficulties,*'  it  is  said,  *'  the 
last  resort  is  war;  shall  we  summon  our  wives  and  mothers  to  the 
battle-field  f  Women  have  led  armies  in  all  ages,  have  held  po- 
sitions in  the  army  and  navy  for  years  in  disguise.  Some  fought, 
bled,  and  died  on  the  battle-field  in  our  late  war.  IJasj  performed 
severe  labors  in  the  hospitals  and  sanitary  department.  Wisdom 
would  dictate  a  division  of  labor  in  war  as  well  as  in  peace,  assigning 
each  their  appropriate  department. 

Numerous  classes  of  men  who  enjoy  their  political  rights  are  ex- 
empt from  military  duty.  All  men  o\  ei-  forty-five,  sll  who  suffer 
mental  or  physical  disability,  i^nch  as  the  loss  of  an  eye  or  a  fore* 
finger;  clergymen,  physicians,  Quakers,  selionl-teachers,  professors, 
and  presidents  (»f  colleges,  judges,  legislators,  eonrrressmen,  State 
prison  officials,  and  all  county.  State  and  National  officers;  fathers, 
brothers,  or  sons  having  certain  relatives  dependent  on  them  for  sup- 
port,— all  of  these  summed  up  in  every  State  in  the  Union  make 
millions  of  voters  thus  exempted. 

In  view  of  this  fact  there  is  no  force  in  the  plea,  that  "  if  women 
vote  they  must  fight.''  Moreover,  war  is  not  the  normal  state  of 
the  human  family  in  its  higher  development,  but  merely  a  feature 
of  barbarism  lasting  on  tliroui^h  the  tninsition  of  the  race,  from  the 
savage  to  tlio  scholar.  When  En<;lan(l  and  America  settled  the 
Alabama  Claim-  by  the  Geneva  Arbitration,  they  pointed  the  way 
for  tilt'  future  adjustment  of  all  national  dithcuities. 

Some  fear,  "If  women  assume  all  the  duties  ])o]itical  equality 
implies,  tliat  the  time  and  attention  necessary  to  the  duties  of  home 
life  will  be  absorbed  in  the  affairs  of  State."  The  act  of  voting  oc- 
cupies but  little  time  in  itself,  and  tiie  vast  majority  of  women  will 
attend  to  their  family  and  social  affairs  to  the  neglect  of  the  State, 
just  as  men  do  to  their  individual  interests.  The  virtue  of  patriot- 
ism  is  subordinate  in  most  souls  to  individual  and  familv  ajriirran- 
dizemeut.    As  to  offices,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  class  of 
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men  now  elected  will  resign  to  women  their  chances,  and  if  they 
should  to  any  extent,  the  necessary  number  of  women  to  fill  the 
offices  would  make  no  apparent  chang^e  in  our  social  circles.  If, 
for  example,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ^<liould  he  entirely 
composed  of  women,  but  two  in  each  State  would  be  withdrawn 
from  the  pursuit  of  domestic  happiness.  For  many  reasons,  under 
all  circumstances,  a  comparatively  smaller  proportion  of  women  than 
men  would  activi'ly  eno^age  in  politics. 

As  the  power  to  extend  or  limit  the  suffrage  rests  now  wholly 
in  the  hands  of  man,  he  can  commence  the  experiment  with  jis  small 
a  number  as  he  sees  lit,  by  requiring  any  lawful  qualification.  Men 
were  admitted  on  property  and  educational  qualifications  in  most  of 
the  States,  at  one  time,  and  still  are  in  some — m  hard  has  it  been  for 
man  to  understand  the  theory  of  self-government.  Three-fourths 
of  the  women  would  be  thus  disqualified,  an<l  the  remaining  fourth 
would  be  too  small  a  minority  to  precipitate  a  social  revolution  or 
defeat  masculine  measures  in  the  halls  of  legislation,  even  if  women* 
were  a  unit  on  all  qnestions  and  inyariably  voted  together,  which 
they  would  not  In  thfs  view,  the  path  ^  datj  is  plain  for  the 
prompt  action  of  those  gentlemen  who  fear  nnivenal  anffirage  for 
women,  but  are  willing  to  grant  it  on  property  and  educational 
qualifications.  While  those  who  are  governed  bj  the  law  of  ex* 
pediency  shonld  give  the  measnre  of  justice  they  deem  safe,  let 
those  who  trust  the  absolute  right  proelaira  the  higher  printnple  in 
government,  ^  equal  rights  to  all." 

Many  seeming  obstacles  in  the  way  of  woman's  enfranchisement 
will  be  surmounted  by  reforms  in  many  directions.  CkM)porativc 
labor  and  co-operative  homes  will  remove  many  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  woman's  success  as  artisan  and  housekeeper,  when  admitted 
to  the  governing  power.  The  varied  forms  of  progress,  like  jiaral- 
lel  lines,  move  forward  simuttaneouslv  in  the  same  direction.  Each 
refonn,  at  its  inception,  rooms  out  of  joint  with  all  its  surroundings ; 
but  the  discussion  changes  the  oonditionsy  and  brings  them  in  line 
with  the  new  idea. 

The  isolated  household  is  responsible  for  a  laige  share  of  woman's 
ignorance  and  degr  i  lation.  A  mind  always  in  contact  with  chil- 
dren and  servants,  whose  as]Mration8  and  ambitions  rise  no  hisfher 
than  the  roof  that  sheltei's  it,  is  necessarily  dwarfed  in  its  propor- 
tions. The  advantages  to  the  few  whose  fortunes  enable  them  to 
make  the  isolated  household  a  more  successful  exj)eriment,  can  not 
outweigh  the  ditHculties  of  the  many  who  are  wholly  sacrificed  to 
its  maintenance. 
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Quite  as  many  false  i«leas  prevail  as  to  woman's  true  position  in 
tiic  home  as  to  lier  ^^tatus  elsewhere.    Womanhood  is  the  great  fact 
in  her  life;  wifelio(Ml  ami  motherhood  are  but  incidental  relations. 
Goveninit'nts  legislate  for  men  ;  we  <lo  not  have,  one  code  for  bach- 
elors, another  for  husbands  and  fathei-s;  neither  have  the  social  re- 
lations of  Monien  any  significance  in  their  demands  for  civil  and 
political  rights.     Custom  and  philoso})hy,  in  regard  to  woman's 
happiness,  are  alike  bused  on  the  idea  that  her  strongoot  social  senti- 
ment is  love  of  children ;  that  in  this  relation  her  soul  finds  com- 
plete satisfaction.   But  the  love  of  offspnng,  common  to  all  orders 
of  women  and  all  forms  of  animal  life,  tender  and  beantifvl  as  it  is, 
can  not  as  a  sentiment  rank  with  conjugal  love.  The  one  calls  ont 
only  the  negative  virtoes  that  helong  to  apathetic  classes,  sach  as 
piitienoe,  endurance,  self-sacrifice,  cxhansting  the  brainpforoes,  ever 
giving,  asking  nothing  in  return;  the  other,  the  outgrowth  of  the 
two  supreme  powers  in  nature,  the  positive  and  negative  magnet- 
*ism,  the  centrifugal  and  centripetal  forces,  the  masculine  and  femi- 
nine elements,  possessing  the  divine  power  of  creation,  in  the 
universe  of  thought  and  action.   Two  pure  souls  fused  into  one  by 
ar.  impassioned  love — ^friends,  counselors — a  mutual  support  and 
inspiration  to  each  other  amid  life's  stru^les,  must  know  the  high- 
est human  happiness; — ^this  is  marriage ;  and  this  is  the  only  comer- 
stone  of  an  enduring  home.  Neither  does  ordinary  motherhood,  as- 
sumed without  any  high  purpose  or  preparation,  compare  in  sen  ti- 
met it   ^  ith  the  lofty  ambition  and  conscientious  devotion  of  the 
artist  whose  pare  children  of  tlie  brain  in  poetry,  painting,  music, 
and  science  are  ever  beckoning  her  upward  into  an  ideal  world  of 
beauty.  They  wlio  give  the  world  a  true  philosophy,  a  grand  poem, 
a  beautiful  painting  or  statue,  or  can  tell  the  story  of  every  wan- 
dering star;  a  George  Eliot,  a  Rosa  Bunheur,  an  Elizabeth  Bar- 
rett Ihowning,  a  Maria  Mitchell — whose  blood  has  flowed  to  the 
hi L'hei- arches  of  the  Imiin, — have  lived  to  a  holier  purpose  than  they 
whose  ciiiMrcn  are  of  the  Hesh  alone,  into  whose  minds  they  have 
breathed  no  clear  pereeptiuus  of  great  priuciples,  no  moral  aspira- 
tion, no  spiritual  life. 

Her  rights  are  as  c()m])letoly  iifntMcd  in  what  is  adjudged  to  be 
Woman's  sphere  as  out  of  it;  the  woman  is  uniformly  sacrificed  to 
the  wife  and  mother.  Neither  law,  g<»>j»el,  j>nblic  sentiniejit,  nor 
domestic  affeclion  shield  her  from  excessive  and  enforced  maternity, 
de[>leting  alike  to  ni  ilhcr  and  child; — all  ojjjiortunit}'  for  mental 
improvi-nient,  health,  hu]»piness— yea.  life  itself,  being  ruthlessly 
saeriticcd.    The  weazen,  weary,  withered,  narrow-minded  wife — 
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mother  of  lialf  a  dozen  children — lier  iiiteret*ts  all  eentering  at  her 
fireside,  furins  a  painful  contrast  in  many  a  houtJehold  to  the  liberal, 
genial,  brilliant,  cultured  hnsliand  in  the  zenith  of  his  pdwer,  who 
lias  never  irivtMi  one  tliou^lit  to  tbe  higlier  life,  liberty,  and  hap- 
piness the  woman  by  hi»  bide ;  believing  her  sclf-iibuegation  to 
te  ^^ature's  law. 

It  is  often  asked,  "  if  political  equality  would  not  rouee  antago- 
nisms between  the  sexes?'*  If  it  oonld  be  proved  tbat  men  and 
women  bad  been  bannonions  in  all  ages  and  oonntries,  and  tbat 
women  were  happy  and  satisfied  in  tbeir  sUvery,  one  mirrht  hesi- 
tate in  proposing  any  change  whatever.  Bnt  the  apathy,  the  help- 
less, hopeless  resignation  of  a  subjected  elass  can  not  be  c«Ued  hftppi< 
ness.  The  more  complete  the  despotism,  the  more  smoothly  all 
things  move  on  the  sni&ce.  "  Order  reigns  in  Warsaw.**  In  right 
conditions,  the  interests  of  man  and  woman  are  essentially  one;  but 
in  ^Ise  conditions,  they  must  ever  be  opposed.  The  principle  of 
equality  of  rights  underlies  all  hnman  sentiments,  and  its  assertion 
by  any  individual  or  class  must  rouse  antagonism,  unless  conceded. 
This  has4>een  the  battle  of  the  ages,  and  will  be  until  all  forms  of 
slavery  are  banished  from  tbe  earth.  Philosophers,  historians,  poets, 
novelists,  alike  paint  woman  the  victim  ever  of  man's  ]>«  iw('r  and 
selfishness.  And  now  all  writers  on  Eastern  civilization  tdl  ub,  the 
one  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  improvement  of  society  in  those 
countries,  is  the  ig-n*  >ranee  and  superstition  of  the  women.  Stronger 
than  the  trammels  of  custom  and  law,  is  her  religion,  which  teaches 
that  her  condition  is  Ileavcn-ordaiiuMl.  As  the  most  ignorant  minds 
cling  with  the  greatest  tenacity  to  tlie  dogmas  and  traditions  of  their 
faith,  a  reform  that  involves  an  attack  on  that  stronghold  cnn  only 
be  carried  bv  the  education  of  another  jjeneration.  Ilence  the  s^elf- 
a?i?ertir»n,  the  antagonism,  the  rebellion  of  woman,  so  much  deplored 
in  England  and  the  United  States,  is  the  hope  of  our  higher  civiliza- 
tion. A  woman  growing  nj)  under  American  i«h  as  of  libeiiv  in  gov- 
ernment and  religion,  having  never  blushed  behind  a  Turkish  mask, 
nor  pressed  her  feet  in  Chinese  shoes,  can  not  brook  any  disabili- 
ties based  on  sex  alone,  without  a  drcp  fcelinij  of  antagonism  witli 
the  power  that  creates  it.  Tlie  cliange  needed  t«:>  restore  good  feel- 
ing can  not  l)e  readied  by  remanding  woman  to  the  sj)inning-wheel, 
and  the  contentment  of  her  granthnother,  bnt  I»y  conceding  to  her 
every  right  which  the  s])irit  of  the  age  demands.  Modern  inven- 
tions have  l»anis!ied  the  spinning-wheel,  and  the  same  law  of 
progress  makes  the  woman  of  to-day  a  dillerent  woman  from  her 
grandmother. 
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With  these  brief  replies  to  the  oft-repeated  objections  made  by 
the  opposition,  we  hope  to  rouse  new  thoughts  in  minds  prepared  to 
receive  them.  That  equal  rights  for  woman  have  not  long  ago  been 
eecnred,  is  due  to  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  actors  in  tliia 
reform.  The  success  of  a  movement,''  says  liocky,  depends  much 
less  upon  the  force  of  its  arguments,  or  upon  the  ability  of  its  advo- 
oateS)  than  the  predisposition  of  society  to  reoeiTe  it." 
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CHAPTER  1. 

PRECEDING  CAUSES. 

As  denization  adyanoes  there  is  a  oontinnal  change  in  the  stand- 
ard of  human  rights.  In  barbarous  ages  the  right  of  the  strongest 
was  the  only  one  recognized ;  bnt  as  mankind  progressed  in  the  arts 
and  sciences  inteUect  began  to  triamph  over  bnite  force.  Change  is 
a  law  of  life,  and  the  derelopmont  of  societj  a  natural  growth.  Al- 
though to  this  Uw  we  owe  the  discoveries  of  unknown  worlds,  the 
inTentions  of  machinery,  swifter  modes  of  travel,  and  clearer  ideas 
as  to  the  value  of  human  life  and  thought,  yet  each  suceessive 
change  has  met  with  the  most  determined  opposition.  Fortunately, 
progress  is  not  the  result  of  pre-arranged  plans  of  individuals,  but  is 
bom  of  a  fortuitous  combination  of  circnmstanees  that  compel  cer. 
tain  results^  overcoming  the  natural  inertia  of  mankind.  There  is*  a 
certain  enjoyment  in  habitual  sluggishness ;  in  riiiing  each  morning 
with  the  same  ideas  as  the  night  before ;  in  retiring  each  night  with 
the  thoughts  of  the  morning.  This  inertia  of  mind  and  body  has 
ever  held  the  multitude  in  chains.  Thousands  have  thus  surren- 
dered their  mo-^t  sacred  rights  of  conscience.  In  all  i>eriods  of  hu- 
man development,  thiiikinsr  h^s  lieen  punished  as  a  crime,  which  is 
roaiion  sutRt  ient  to  account  for  tlir  ireiieral  passive  resignation  of  the 
ma&^es  to  their  conditions  and  evironmeuts. 

Airain.  "  subjection  to  the  j)owrrs  tlint  be  "  has  been  the  lesson  of 
both  Ciiuivh  and  State,  throttliiiir  Kieiice,  ciiecking  invention,  cru^^h- 
jng  free  tlionprht,  perbceuting  and  torturing  tliose  wlio  have  dared 
to  speak  or  act  outside  of  establislie<l  authority.  Anathenias  and  the 
gtakeliave  u]>lK*1d  tlie  (liurcii,  l>auishMieiit  and  the  scaffold  the  throne, 
and  the  freedom  inankind  has  ever  l»een  sacrificed  to  the  i(h*a  of 
protection.  So  entirely  has  the  hinuan  will  been  en>laved  in  all 
classes  of  society  in  the  pa&t,  that  inonarchs  have  humbled  thein- 
gelves  to  popes,  nations  have  knelt  at  the  feet  of  monarchs,  and  in- 
dividuals have  sold,  themselves  to  others  under  the  subtle  prom- 
ise of  "  protection" — ^a  word  that  simply  means  release  from  all  re- 
sponsibility, all  use  of  one's  own  fiumlties — a  word  that  has  ever 
blinded  people  to  its  true  significance.    Under  authority  and 
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this  false  ])roniise  of  '*  protootion,"  self-rcliaiU'C,  the  tirst  incentive 
to  freedom,  has  not  only  Viccn  Ki-t.  but  the  aversion  of  miinkind 
for  responsibility  has  l)ecn  fostereil  by  tli**  few.  \vho>i('  irreater  bodily 
strength,  superior  intellect,  or  the  inherent  law  of  .self-development 
has  impelled  to  active  exertion.  Obedience  and  sflf-saerifice — tho 
virtues  prescribeil  for  subordinate  classen,  and  which  naturally  <rro\\' 
out  of  their  condition — are  alike  opposed  to  the  theory  of  individual 
rights  and  self-govern uu'nt.  But  as  even  the  inertia  of  mankind  is 
not  proof  an^ainst  the  intertial  law  of  progress,  certain  l)elief.<  have 
been  inculcated,  certain  crimes  invented,  in  order  to  intimidate  the 
masses.  Hence,  tlie  Churcli  made  free  thought  the  worst  of  sins, 
and  the  spirit  of  inquiry  the  worst  of  blasphemies  ;  while  the  State 
proclaimed  her  temporal  power  of  divine  origin,  and  all  rebelli(m 
high  treaeon  alike  to  God  and  the  king,  to  be  speedily  and  aeverelj 
panished.  In  this  anion  of  Chnreh  and  State  mankind  touched  the 
lowest  depth  of  degradation.  As  late  as  the  time  of  Banyan  the 
chief  doctrine  inenlcated  from  the  pul])it  was  obedience  to  the  tem- 
poral power. 

All  these  inflaenoes  fell  with  crashing  weight  on  woman; 
more  sensitive,  helplesa^  and  imaginative,  she'  suffered  a  thousand 
fears  and  wrongs  where  man  did  one.  Leckj,  in  his  Histoiy  of 
Bationaliam  in  Europe,"  shows  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  victims 
of  fanaticism  and  witchcraft,  burned,  droMmed,  and  tortured,  were 
women.  Guizot,  in  his  History  of  Civilization,"  while  decrying 
the  ii]fluence  of  caste  in  India,  and  deploring  it  as  the  result  of  bar- 
barism,  thanks  Go<l  there  is  no  eyetem  of  caste  in  Eorope;  ignoring 
the  fact  that  in  all  its  dire  and  baneful  effects,  the  caste  of  sex  every, 
where  exists,  creating  divei*se  codes  of  morals  for  men  and  women, 
diverse  penalties  for  crime,  diverse  industries,  diverse  religions  and 
educational  rights,  and  diverse  relations  to  the  Government.  Men 
are  the  Bndimins,  women  the  Pariahs,  under  our  existing  civiliza- 
tion. Herbert  Spencer's  "  Descriptive  Sociology  of  England,"  an 
epitome  of  English  history,  Siiys:  "Our  laws  are  based  on  the  all- 
sufficiency  of  man's  rights,  and  society  exists  to-day  for  woman  only 
in  so  far  as  she  is  in  the  keeping  of  some  man."  Thus  society,  in- 
cluding our  systems  of  jiiris{»rn<lence,  civil  and  political  theories, 
trade,  commerce,  education,  religion,  friendships,  and  family  life, 
have  all  been  framed  on  the  sole  idea  of  man's  rights.  Jience,  be 
takes  upon  himself  the  rcsponsil)ility  of  directiiig  an<l  controlliiig 
the  powers  of  wouian,  under  that  all-sufhcicnt  excuse'  of  tyranny, 
"divine  right.''  Tliis  same  cry  of  divine  authority  cicated  the 
castes oi  India;  has  forages  separated  its  people  into  bodies,  with  dif- 
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ferent  mdnstrial,  educational,  ei\  il,  religious,  and  politieal  rights ;  has 
maintained  this  separation  for  the  benefit  of  the  euperior  class,  and 
sedoloiulj  tanglit  l^e  doctrine  that  any  change  in  existing  conditions 
wonld  be  a  sin  of  most  direful  magnitode. 

The  oppoation  of  theologians,  thon|^  first  to  be  exhibited  when 
any  change  is  proposed,  for  reason  that  change  not  onl^takes  power 
from  them,  bnt  lessens  the  reverence  of  mankind  for  them,  is  not  in 
its  final  result  so  much  to  be  feared  as  the  q>podtlon  of  those  hold' 
ing  political  power.  The  Church,  knowing  this,  has  in  all  sges  aimed 
to  connect  itself  with  the  State.  Political  freedom  guarantees  re- 
ligious liberty,  freedom  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
one's  own  oonsdence,  foeters  a  spirit  of  inquiry,  creates  self-reliance, 
induces  a  feeling  of  resjwnsibility. 

Tlie  people  who  demand  authority  for  every  thought  and  action, 
who  look  to  others  for  wisdom  and  pr<.»tection,  arc  those  who  perpetu- 
ate tyranny.  The  thinkei*sand  actors  who  lind  tlieir  authority  within, 
are  those  who  inaugurate  freedom.  Uhedience  to  outside  author- 
ity t(^  which  woman  has  everywhere  been  traine<l,  has  not  only 
dwarfed  her  capacity,  hut  made  her  a  retarding  force  in  civilizatioTi, 
recognized  at  last  by  "Statesmen  as  a  dangerous  element  to  free  insti- 
tutions. A  recent  writer,  speaking  of  Turkey,  says  :  "  All  nttempts 
for  the  improvement  of  that  nation  must  prove  futile,  o win,:;  to  tiic 
degradation  of  its  women  ;  and  their  elevation  is  hopelerss  so  long  as 
thov  are  taught  by  their  religion  that  their  condition  is  ordaiuetl  of 
litaven."  Gladstone,  in  one  of  his  pamphlets  on  the  revival  of 
("atholieism  in  England,  says:  ''The  spread  of  this  religi(»n  is  due, 
as  might  be  cxj>ectcd,  to  woman  ;  thus  conceding  in  both  eases 
her  power  to  block  the  wheels  of  progress.  Hence,  in  the  scientitic 
education  of  woman,  iu  the  training  of  her  faculties  to  indepeadent 
thought  and  logical  reasoning,  lies  the  hope  of  the  future. 

The  two  great  sources  of  progress  are  intellect  and  wealth.  Both 
represent  power,  and  are  the  elements  of  success  in  life.  Education 
frees  the  mind  from  the  bondage  of  authority  and  makes  the  indi- 
vidual sdf-asserting.  Remunerative  industry  is  the  means  of 
securing  to  its  possessor  wealth  and  education,  transforming  the 
laborer  to  the  capitalist.  Work  in  itself  is  not  power;  it  is  but  tlie 
means  to  an  end.  The  slave  is  not  benefited  by  his  industry ;  he 
does  not  receive  the  results  of  his  toU ;  liis  labor  enriches  another — 
adds  to  the  power  of  his  master  to  bind  his  chains  still  closer.  Al- 
though woman  has  performed  much  of  the  labor  of  the  world,  her 
industry  and  economy  have  been  the  very  means  of  increasing  her 
degradation.  Not  being  free,  the  results  of  her  labor  have  gone  to 
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build  up  and  sustain  the  very  c*l:i.ss  that  has  [)eri)etnated  this  injus- 
tice. Even  in  the  family,  where  we  should  naturally  look  for  the 
truest  conditions,  woman  has  always  been  robbed  of  the  fruits  of  her 
own  toil.  The  intluence  the  Catholic  Church  has  had  t»ii  religious 
free  thouijjht,  that  monarchies  have  had  on  political  free  thought, 
that  serfdoiii  has  had  upon  free  labor,  have  all  been  cumulative 
in  the  family  upon  woman.  Taught  that  father  and  hnsband 
8tood  to  lier  in  the  place  of  God,  she  has  been  denied  liberty  of 
coDScience,  and  held  in  obedience  to  maacnline  wilL  Taught  that 
the  fruits  of  her  indnatrj  belonged  to  others,  she  has  seen  man  enter 
into  every  aTocation  most  suitable  to  her,  while  she,  the  xmcom- 
plaining  dmdge  of  the  household,  condemned  to  the  severest  labor, 
has  been  sjrstematicallj  robbed  of  her  earnings,  which  have  gone  to 
build  up  her  master's  power,  and  she  has  found  herself  in  the 
condition  of  the  slave,  deprived  of  the  results  of  her  own  labor. 
Taught  that  education  for  her  was  indelicate  and  irreligious,  she  has 
been  kept  in  such  gross  ignorance  as  to  fall  a  prey  to  superstition, 
and  to  glory  in  her  own  degradation.  Taught  that  a  low  voice  is  an 
excellent  thing  in  woman,  she  has  been  trained  to  a  subjugation  of 
the  vocal  organs,  and  thus  lost  the  benefit  of  loud  tones  and  their 
weO-known  invigoration  of  the  system.  Forbidden  to  run,  climb, 
or  junrip,  her  muscles  have  been  weakened,  and  her  strength  de- 
teriorated. Confined  most  of  the  time  to  the  house,  she  has  neither 
as  strong  lungs  nor  as  vigorous  a  digestion  as  her  brother.  Forbid^ 
den  to  enter  the  pulpit,  she  has  been  tmined  to  an  unquestioning 
reverence  for  theological  authority  and  false  belief  upon  the  ni'^^t 
vital  interests  of  religion.  Forbidden  tlie  medical  profession,  she 
has  at  the  most  sacred  times  of  her  life  been  left  to  the  ignomnt 
supervision  of  male  physicians,  and  seen  her  young  children  die 
bv  thousands.  Forbidden  to  enter  the  courts,  she  has  seen  her  sex 
unjustly  tried  and  coudemued  for  crimes  men  were  incapable  of 
judf^ing. 

Woman  has  been  the  great  unpaid  laborer  of  the  world,  ami  al- 
though within  the  last  two  dcciides  a  vast  inimber  of  new  employ- 
ments have  been  opened  to  her,  .statistics  prove  that  in  the  great 
majority  of  these,  she  is  not  paid  accordin*;  to  the  value  of  the  work 
done,  but  ticcordin^  to  sex.  The  openinir  of  all  industries  to  woman, 
and  the  wage  tpu'stion  as  connected  with  her,  are  most  subtle  and 
jn-of(»und  (juestious  of  political  economy,  closely  interwoven  with 
the  rights  of  self-government. 

The  revival  of  learning  had  its  influence  upon  woman,  and  we 
find  in  the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  century  a  decided  tendency 
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lowaid  a  veoQgDition  of  her  equality.  Christine  of  Pisa,  the  meet 
eminent  woman  of  this  period,  supported  a  family  of  six  persons  by 
her  pen,  taking  high  ground  on  the  conseryation  of  morals  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  general  licentions  spirit  of  the  age.    MaigaiM  of  An. 

goul^me,  the  brilliant  Queen  of  Xavarre,  was  a  volnminous  writer, 
her  Heptaradron  rising  to  the  dignity  of  a  French  claseic.  A  paper 
in  the  Revue  de«  Deux  Mandes^  a  few  years  since,  by  ^f.  Henri 
Baudrillart,  upon  the  "  Emancipation  of  Woman,"  recalls  the  fact 
that  for  nearly  four  hundred  years,  men,  too,  liave  been  ardent  be- 
Heverri  in  equal  rights  for  woman. 

In  1"><H<,  Cornelius  Ao:rippa,  a  great  Ittcrarv  authority  of  lii-  time, 
published  a  work  of  thib  character.  Aijrippa  was  not  eonteiil  with 
claiTnin<;  woman's  equality,  but  in  a  work  of  tliirty  eha|)ters  devoted 
himself  to  proving  tlie  superiority  of  woman/'  In  Jesa  than  tifty 
years  (1552)  Ruscelli  brought  out  a  similar  work  Uidt'd  on  the  Pla- 
tonic Philosophy.  In  1590,  Antiiony  Gibson  wrote  a  book  wliidi  in 
the  prolix  phraseology  of  the  times  was  called,  "A  AVoman's 
Worth  defended  against  all  the  Men  in  the  World,  proving  to  be 
more  Perfect,  Excellent,  and  Absolute,  in  all  Virtuous  Actions, 
than  any  man  of  What  Quality  Soever,"  While  these  sturdy  male 
defendei's  of  the  rights  ol  wonian  met  with  many  opponents,  sonjc 
going  so  far  as  to  assert  that  vyomen  were  beings  not  endowed  with 
reajjon,  they  were  sustained  by  many  yigorous  writers  among 
women.  Italy,  then  the  foremost  literary  country  of  Europe,  pos- 
sessed many  women  of  learning,  one  of  whom,  Luerezia  Moiinella, 
a  Venetian  lady,  wrote  a  work  entitled,  The  l^oblenesa  and  Excel- 
lenoe  of  Women,  together  with  the  Faults  and  Imperfections  of 
Men." 

The  seventeenth  century  gave  birth  to  many  essays  and  books  of 
a  like  character,  not  conHned  to  the  laity,  as  several  friars  wrote 
upon  the  same  subject  In  1696,  Daniel  De  Foe  wished  to  have  an 
institute  founded  for  the  better  education  of  young  women.  He 
said :  **  We  reproach  the  sex  every  day  for  folly  and  impertinence, 
while  I  am  confident  had  they  the  advantages  of  education  equal  to 
us,  they  would  be  guilty  of  less  than  ourselves.^  Alexander's  His- 
toiy  of  Women,  John  Paul  Bibem's  work  upon  Women,  the  two 
huge  quartos  of  De  Costa  upon  the  same  subject,  Count  Scgur's 

Women :  Their  Condition  and  Influence,"  and  many  other  works 
showed  the  drift  of  the  new  age. 

The  Keformation,  that  great  revolution  in  religious  thought, 
loosened  the  grasp  of  the  Church  npon  woman,  and  is  to  be  lo«>ked 
upon  86  one  of  ^e  most  important  steps  in  this  reform.  In  the 
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reign  of  Elizabeth,  England  was  called  the  Paradise  of  Women 
When  Elizabeth  ascended  the  throne,  it  was  not  only  as  queen,  but 
she  succeeded  her  father  as  the  bead  of  the  newly-formed  rebeUioos 
riimvli,  and  she  held  firm  gi*asp  on  l)oth  Church  ati'1  Sfnte  dnrinw 
the  long  years  of  her  reign,  bending  alike  priest  and  prelate  to  her 
fierj  will.  The  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  called  the  Golden  Age  of 
English  Literature,  is  especially  noticeable  on  account  of  Mary 
Astell  and  Elizabeth  Elstob.  The  latter,  speaking  nine  languages, 
was  most  famous  for  her  skill  in  the  Sixon  tongue.  She  also  re- 
plied to  current  ol»jections  made  to  woman's  learning.  Marv  Astell 
elaborate  ]  u  plan  for  n  AVr.ni;iir«;  Collep:<\  which  was  favorably  re- 
ceived by  (^uetMi  .\niie,  and  would  have  been  carried  out,  but  for  the 
o)>|'0-itioTi  of  Bishop  Burnett. 

During  the  latter  jmrt  of  tlie  eifjhteentli  eentury,  there  were  pul)lic 
discujisions  bv  women  in  Knirland,  un<it'rthe  wnenil  liead  of  Feni;ilc 
Parliament.  The>e  dix  ussioni*  took  wide  range,  touehing  upon  the 
entrance  of  men  into  those  industries  usually  a>pigned  to  women,  and 
demanding  for  themselves  higher  educational  advantages,  and  the 
right  to  vote  at  elections,  and  to  be  returned  meml)ei"s  of  Parliament. 

The  American  Revolution,  that  great  political  it  !»ellion  of  the 
ages,  was  based  upon  the  inherent  rights  of  the  individual.  Perhaps 
in  none  but  Englisli  Colonies,  by  descendants  of  English  ])arents, 
could  such  a  revohition  have  been  consunnnated.  England  liad  never 
felt  the  bonds  of  feudalism  to  the  extent  of  many  countries;  its  peo- 
ple had  defied  its  monarchs  and  wrested  from  them  many  civil 
rights,  rights  which  protected  women  as  well  as  men,  and  although 
it«  common  law,  warped  by  ecclesiastieism,  expended  its  chief  rigors 
upon  women,  yet  at  an  early  day  they  enjoyed  certain  ecclesiastical 
and  political  powers  unknown  to  women  elsewhero.  Before  the  Con- 
qnest,  abbesses  sat  in  oonneils  of  the  Chnrch  and  signed  its  decrees ; 
while  kings  were  even  dependent  npon  their  consent  in  granting  C8r<- 
tain  charters.  The  synod  of  Whitby,  in  the  ninth  century,  was  held 
in  the  oouTent  of  the  Abbess  Hilda,  she  herself  presiding  over  its 
deliberations.  The  famous  prophetess  of  Kent  at  one  period  com- 
mnnioated  the  orders  of  Heaven  to  the  Pope  himself.  Ladies  of 
birth  and  quality  sat  in  council  with  the  Saxon  Witas — t.  wise 
men — ^taking  part  in  the  Witenagemot,  the  great  National  Council 
of  our  Saxon  ancestors  in  England.  In  the  seventh  century  this  Ka- 
tional  Oouncil  met  at  Bagfaamatead  to  enact  a  new  code  of  laws,  the 
queen,  abbesses,  and  many  ladies  of  quality  taking  part  and  signing 
the  decrees.  Passing  by  other  similar  instances,  we  find  in  the  xeign 
of  Henry  III.,  that  four  women  took  seats  in  Parliament,  and  in  the 
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reign  of  Edward  L  ten  ladiee  were  (jailed  to  Parliameiit,  while  in  the 
tiiirteendL  oenttury,  Qoeen  Elinor  became  keeper  of  the  Great  Seal, 
ritting  as  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  AvUa  ^e^^iuy  the  highest  court  of 
the  Kingdom.  Running  back  two  or  three  centuries  hefoip  the  Ohria 
tian  era,  we  iind  Kartia,  her  seat  of  power  in  Londou,  holding  the 
reins  of  government  so  wisely  as  to  receive  the  surname  of  Proba,  the 
Just.  She  especially  devoted  herself  to  the  enactment  of  just  laws 
for  her  subjects,  the  first  principles  of  the  common  law  tracing  back 
to  her;  the  celebrated  laws  of  Alfred,  and  of  Edward  the  Confessor, 
being  in  great  degree  restorations  and  oompflations  from  the  laws  of 
Ifartia,  which  were  known  as  the   Martian  Statutes." 

When  the  American  colonies  began  their  resistance  to  English 
tyranny,  the  womeu — all  this  inherited  tendency  to  freedom  surging 
in  their  veins — ^were  as  active,  earnest,  determined,  and  self-«8crificing 
as  the  men,  and  although,  as  Mrs.  Ellet  in  her  Women  of  the  Bevo- 
lution  "  remarks,  political  history  says  but  little,  and  that  vaguely 
and  incidentally,  of  the  women  who  bore  their  part  in  the  revolution," 
yet  that  little  shows  woman  to  have  ^ocn  endowed  with  as  lofty 
a  patriotism  as  man,  and  to  have  as  fully  understood  the  prind* 
pies  npon  which  the  struggle  was  based.  Among  the  women  who 
manifested  deep  political  insight,  were  Mercy  Otis  Warren,  Abigail 
•Smith  Adams,  and  Hannah  Lee  Oorbin;  all  closely  related  to  the 
foremost  men  of  the  Revolution.  Mrs.  Warren  was  a  sister  of 
James  Otis,  whose  fiery  words  did  so  much  to  arouse  and  intensify 
the  feelings  of  the  colonists  against  British  aggression.  This  brother 
and  sister  were  united  to  the  end  of  their  lives  in  a  friendship  ren- 
dered lirm  and  enduring  by  the  similarity  of  their  intellects  :iikI 
political  views.  The  home  of  Mrs.  Warren  was  the  resort  of  patri- 
otic spirits  aiul  the  headquarters  of  the  rebellion.  She  herself 
wrote,  "  iiy  the  Plymouth  fireside  were  many  political  ]>lans  organ- 
ized, discussed,  and  digested."  Her  corrcsjHjiHlence  with  eminent 
men  of  the  lievolutiiMi  was  extensive  and  belongs  to  the  lii.-;torv  of 
the  country.    She  was  the  lii-st  one  who  based  the  strnggle  uj)on 

inherent  rights,"  a  phrase  afterward  made  the  corner-stone  of  jio- 
lilical  authority.  Mrs.  Warren  asserted  that  "  'inherent  rights'  be- 
lonired  to  all  mankind,  and  hiul  been  conferred  on  all  by  the  God  of 
naliohs."  She  nnmbered  Jeiler-un  among  her  correspondents,  and 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  shows  the  infiuence  of  her  mind. 
Among  othere  who  sought  her  counsel  upon  political  niattei*s  were 
Samuel  and  John  Adams,  Dickinson,  that  pure  patriot  ot  Pennsylva- 
nia, JefTersijn,  (Terry,  and  Knox.  Siie  was  the  firet  ])er8on  who  eoun 
beled  sepai-ation  and  pressed  those  viewt>  upon  John  Adams,  when 


82  Hi^ory  of  Woman  Sujfrage, 


he  Boug^it  her  advice  befm  the  opening  of  the  first  Congress.  At 
that  time  even  Washington  had  no  thought  of  the  final  independence 
of  the  colonies,  emphatically  denjiug  snch  intention  or  desire  on 
their  part,  and  John  Adams  was  dunned  in  the  streets  of  Philadel- 
phia for  having  dared  to  hint  snch  a  possibility.  Mrs.  Warren  sns- 
tained  his  sinking  courage  and  urged  him  to  bolder  stcpsw  Her  ad- 
vice was  not  only  sought  in  every  emeigency,  bat  political  parties 
found  their  arguments  in  her  conversation.  Mrs.  Warren  looked 
not  to  the  freedom  of  man  alone,  but  to  that  of  her  own  sex  also. 

England  itself  had  at  least  one  woman  who  watched  the  struggle 
of  America  with  lively  interest,  and  whose  writings  aided  in  the  dis- 
semination of  republican  ideas.  This  was  the  odebrated  Catharine 
-  8aw]>ridge  Macaulay,  one  of  the  greatest  minds  England  has  ever 
produced— a  woman  so  noted  for  her  republican  ideas  that  after  her 
death  a  stattie  was  erected  t<  >  lier  as  the  "  Patroness  of  liberty.'^ 
During  the  whole  of  the  Revohitionarv  period,  Washington  was  in 
corresy)ondence  with  ]\[rs.  Macaulav,  who  did  much  to  sustain  him 
during  thoee  days  of  trial.  She  and  Mrs.  Warren  were  also  corre* 
spondents  at  that  time.  She  wrote  several  works  of  a  republican 
character,  for  home  influence;  among  these,  in  1775,  An  Ad- 
dress to  the  people  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  on  the  present 
Important  Crisis  of  Affairs,"  designed  to  show  the  justice  of  the 
American  caui^e.  The  gratitude  Americans  feel  toward  Edmund 
Burke  for  liis  aid.  might  well  be  extended  t  ^  Mrs.  Macaulay. 

Abigail  Smith  Adams,  tlie  wife  of  John  Adams,  was  an  American 
woman  whose  political  insight  was  worthy  of  remark.  She  early 
protested  against  the  formation  of  a  new  govei  nment  in  which  wom- 
an should  l)e  unrecognized,  demanding  for  her  a  voice  and  repre?-en- 
tatiou.  She  was  the  tir"st  AmericaTi  wifinan  who  tlireatened  rebellion 
unless  the  rights  of  her  .<e.\  were  secured.  In  March,  177(),  she 
wrote  to  her  hushaiid.  then  in  the  Continental  Congress,  ''I  long  to 
hear  you  have  declared  an  independency,  and,  by  the  way,  in  the 
new  code  of  laws  which  I  8up]>ose  it  will  be  ncn-^ary  for  you  to 
make,  1  desire  you  would  remeniher  the  ladies,  and  be  more  gener- 
ous and  favorable  to  them  than  your  ancestors.  Do  not  put  such 
unlimited  power  into  the  hands  of  husbands.  Ken]tml»er,  all  men 
Would  be  tyrants  if  they  could,  ll  particular  care  and  attention  are 
not  paid  to  tlie  ladies,  we  are  detei'inined  to  fonii'nt  a  rebellion,  and 
will  not  hold  oui-selves  bound  to  obey  any  laws  in  which  we  have  no 
Voice  or  representation."  Again  and  again  did  Mrs,  Adams  urge  tlie 
establishment  of  an  independeney  and  the  limitation  of  iHan\-})Ower 
over  woman,  declaring  all  arbitrary  power  dangerous  and  tending  to 
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revolution.  Nor  was  she  less  mindf  al  of  equal  advantages  of  education. 
**  If  jon  oomplaiii  of  education  in  sons,  what  shall  I  say  in  regard  to 
daughteiB,  who  every  day  experience  the  want  of  it  I "  She  expressed 
a  strong  wish  that  the  new  Constitution  might  be  distinguished  for 
its  encouragement  of  learning  and  virtue.  Nothing  more  fully  shows 
the  dependent  condition  of  a  class  than  the  methods  used  to  secure 
their  wishes.  Mrs.  Adams  felt  herself  obliged  to  appeal  to  mascu- 
line seUishness  in  showing  the  reflex  action  woman's  education  wonld 
have  upon  man.  "If,"  said  she,  "  we  mem  to  have  l)(Toes,  states- 
men, and  pbilosopher(!,  we  should  have  learned  wonicn."  TIiik  did 
the  Kevolntionary  Mothers  urge  the  recognition  of  equal  riirlits 
when  the  Government  was  in  the  process  of  formation.  Althon<;li 
the  first  plot  of  ground  in  the  United  States  for  a  public  school  had 
been  given  by  a  woman  (Bridget  Graffort),  in  1700,  her  sex  were 
denied  admission.  Mrs.  AdaniP,  as  well  as  her  friend  ^tts.  Warren, 
had  in  their  own  persons  felt  the  deprivations  of  early  educational 
a^lvantages.  The  boasted  public  school  system  of  Masf^achusetts, 
created  for  boys  only,  opened  at  last  its  doors  to  L'irls.  merely  to 
secure  its  share  of  public  money.  The  women  of  the  South,  too, 
carlv  demanded  political  eqiu\lity.  The  counties  of  Me'-klenberg 
and  Rowan,  Xo'-th  Carolina,  were  famous  for  the  {)atn(ttisni  <»f  their 
women.  !Meekleiibcrg  claims  to  have  issued  the  tirst  declaration  of 
independence,  and,  at  the  centeimial  celebration  of  this  event  in 
May,  1875,  proudly  accepted  for  itself  the  derisive  name  given  this 
region  by  Tarleton's  officers,  "The  Hornet's  Nest  of  Aineriea.'' 
This  name — tirst  bettowed  by  l>nli>h  oflicers  upon  Mr.-.  Ibward's 
mansion,  then  Tarleton's  headquarters,  where  that  lady's  liery  jtatri- 
otisra  and  stinging  wit  discomfited  this  General  in  many  a  t^ally — 
was  at  last  held  to  include  the  whole  count  v.  In  177S,  only  two 
years  after  the  Declaration  of  Independenco  was  adopted,  and  while 
the  flames  of  war  were  stilt  spreading  over  the  country,  Hannah  Lee 
Gorbin,  of  Virginia,  the  sister  of  General  Kichard  Henry  Lee,  wrote 
him,  protesting  against  the  taxation  of  women  unless  they  were  al* 
lowed  to  vote.  He  replied  that  ^  women  were  already  possessed  of 
that  right,"  thus  recognizing  the  fact  of  woman's  enfranchisement  as 
one  of  the  results  of  the  new  government,  and  it  is  on  record  that  wom- 
en in  Virginia  did  at  an  early  day  exercise  the  right  of  voting.  New 
Jersey  also  specifically  secured  this  right  to  women  on  the  2d  of  July, 
1776--«  right  exercised  by  them  for  more  than  a  thud  of  a  century. 
Thus  our  country  started  into  governmental  life  freighted  with  the 
protests  of  the  Kevolutionary  Mothers  against  being  ruled  without 
their  consent.  From  that  honr  to  the  present,  women  have  been  con- 
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tinuallj  raising  their  yoiees  against  poHtioal  tymnny,  and  demanding 
for  tbemselTeB  equality  of  opportanitj  in  every  department  of  life. 

Li  1790,  Mary  Wollstonecraft'e  Vindication  of  the  Bights  of 
Women,"  pabliahed  in  London,  attracted  modi  attention  from  lib- 
end  minds.  She  examined  the  position  of  woman  in  the  light  of 
existing  civilizations,  and  demanded  for  her  the  widest  opportunities 
of  education,  indnstiy,  political  knowledge,  and  the  right  of  repre- 
sentation.  Althoogh  her  work  is  fiDed  with  maxims  the  highest 
morality  and  purest  wisdom,  it  called  forth  such  violent  abuse,  that 
her  husband  appealed  for  her  from  the  judgment  of  her  contempo- 
raries to  that  of  mankind.  80  exalted  were  her  ideas  of  woman,  so 
comprehensive  her  view  of  life,  that  Haigaret  Fuller,  in  referring  to 
her,  said :  Mary  Wollstonecraft— a  woman  whose  existence  proved 
the  need  of  some  new  interpretation  of  woman's  rights,  belonging 
to  th:it  cla^  who  by  birth  find  themselves  in  places  so  narrow  that, 
bv  Ijit  akliin:  honds,  they  become  outlaws."  Following  her,  came 
Jane  JSk£aroet,  Eliza  Lynn,  and  Harriet  Martineau — eacli  of  whom  in 
the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  exerted  a  decided  influence 
Upon  the  political  thought  of  England.  Mrs.  Maroet  was  one  of  the 
most  scientific  and  highly  cultivated  persons  of  the  age.  Her  **G«>n- 
Tersations  on  Chemistry,''  familiariaed  that  science  both  in  England 
and  America,  and  from  it  various  male  writers  filched  their  ideas. 
It  was  a  text-book  in  this  country  for  many  years.  Over  one  hxm- 
dred  and  sixty  thousand  copies  were  sold,  though  the  fact  that  this 
work  emanated  from  tlie  l)rain  of  a  woman  wa.s  carefully  withheld. 
Mrs.  Marcet  als<j  wrote  upon  political  economy,  and  was  the  first  per- 
son who  made  the  subject  comprehensive  to  the  popular  mind.  Iler 
mniincrof  treating  it  was  so  clear  and  vivid,  that  the  ^Miblic,  to  whom 
it  bail  been  a  hidden  science,  were  al»le  to  grasp  the  subject,  iler 
writings  were  the  inspiration  of  Harriet  Martineau,  who  followed 
her  in  the  siime  department  of  thought  at  a  later  perii>d.  Miss 
Martineau  was  a  remarkable  woman.  Besides  her  numerous  books 
on  political  economy,  ^he  was  a  regular  contributor  to  the  Loudon 
Daily  jVeifis,  the  second  paper  in  circulation  in  England,  for  many 
years  writing  live  long  articles  weekly,  also  to  Dickens'  Household 
Words,  and  the  Westminster  Jieviein.  She  saw  clearly  the  spirit  and 
purpose  of  tlic  Anti-Slavery  Movement  in  this  country,  and  was  a 
regidar  contributor  to  the  Nationals  Anti-Slavery  Standard,  publish- 
ed in  New  York.  Eliza  Lynn,  an  Irish  lady,  was  at  this  time  writ- 
ing leading  editorials  for  political  papers.  In  Russia,  Catharine  II., 
the  absolute  and  irresponsible  ruler  of  that  vast  nation,  gave  utter- 
ance to  views,  of  which,  says  La  Harpe,  the  revolntionista  of  Franoe 
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and  America  f ondljr  thought  theniBelves  the  originatore.  She  caoaed 
her  gnmdchildren  to  be  educated  into  the  most  liberal  ideas,  and 
Russia  was  at  one  time  the  only  country  in  Europe  where  political 
refugees  could  find  safety.  To  Catharine,  Russia  is  indebted  for 
the  first  propc^ition  to  enfranchise  the  serfs,  but  meeting  strong 
opposition  she  was  obliged  to  relinquisli  thii^  idea,  which  was  oarried 
to  fruition  by  her  great-grandson,  Alexander. 

This  period  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  famous  for  the  execu- 
tions of  women  on  account  of  their  radical  political  opinions,  Madame 
Roland,  the  leader  of  the  liberal  party  in  France,  going  to  the  guillo- 
tine with  the  now  famous  words  upon  her  lips,  *'  Oh,  Liberty,  what 
crimes  are  committed  in  tliy  name  !  "  The  beautiful  Cliarlotte  Cor- 
day  sealed  with  her  life  her  belief  in  liberty,  while  Sophia  I^apieri-e 
barely  escaped  the  same  fate  ;  thougli  two  men,  lSieye^  and  Condorcct, 
in  the  midst  of  the  French  Bevolution,  proposed  the  recoguitiou  of 
"woman's  political  rights. 

Frances  WriL'ht,  a  person  of  extraordinary  powers  of  mind,  born 
in  Dunde  -,  Scotland,  in  1707,  was  the  first  woman  who  gave  lectni-es 
on  political  sul>j':»cts  in  America.  When  sixteen  yeai's  of  age  she 
lieard  of  the  existence  of  a  country  in  which  freedom  for  the  ]>oo- 
ple  had  been  proclaimed ;  she  was  tilled  with  joy  and  a  determina- 
tion to  visit  the  American  Tlcpublic  where  the  ftaindationfi  of  jus- 
tice, lil:)erty,  and  efjuality  had  been  so  securely  laid.  In  1820  she 
came  here,  traveling  extensively  Xoi-th  and  South.  She  was  at  that 
time  but  twenty-two  yeai-s  of  age.  Her  letters  gave  Europeans  the 
fir.>t  true  knowledge  of  America,  and  secured  for  her  the  friendship 
of  La  Fayette.  U}>on  her  second  visit  she  made  this  country  her 
liome  for  several  years.  Her  ladical  ideas  on  theology,  slavery,  and 
the  social  degradation  of  woman,  now  generally  accepted  by  the  best 
minds  of  the  age,  were  then  denounced  by  both  press  and  pulpit, 
and  maintained  by  her  at  the  risk  of  her  life.  Although  the  Gov- 
^rnment  of  the  United  States  was  framed  on  the  basis  of  entire 
eepamtion  of  Ohordi  and  State,  yet  frwn  an  early  day  the  theologi- 
4!al  spirit  bad  striven  to  unite  the  two,  in  order  to  strengthen  the 
Oiaroh  by  its  nnion  with  the  civil  power.  As  eariy  as  1828,  the 
standard  of  ^  The  Christian  Party  in  Politics"  was  openly  nnforied. 
Frances  Wright  had  long  been  aware  of  its  insidious  eflEbrts,  and  its 
reliance  npon  women  for  its  support.  Ignorant,  superstitions,  de- 
vout, woman's  general  lack  of  education  made  her  a  fitting  instru- 
ment for  the  work  of  thns  undermining  the  republic.  Having  de> 
prived  her  of  her  just  rights,  the  country  was  now  to  find  in  woman 
its  most  dangerous  foe.  Frances  Wright  lectured  that  vrintor  in  the 
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hrgB  eitkfi  of  the  West  and  Middle  States,  striving  to  roiue  the 
natioii  to  the  new  danger  which  threatened  it  The  clergy-  ftt  once 
became  her  most  bitter  opponents.  The  cry  of  infideP'  was  started 
on  every  nde,  thoogh  her  work  was  of  vital  importance  to  the  coun- 
try and  oodertaken  from  the  purest  philanthropy.  In  speaking  of 
her  peraeentions  ahe  said :  The  injury  and  inconvenience  of  every 
kind  and  every  hour  to  which,  in  these  days,  a  reaUy  consistent  re- 
former stands  eiqposed,  none  can  conceive  but  those  who  experience 
them.  Such  become,  as  it  were,  ezeoramunicated  after  the  fashion  of 
the  old  Oatholic  Mother  Church,  removed  even  from  the  protection 
of  law,  such  as  it  is,  and  from  the  sympathy  of  society,  for  whose 
sake  they  consent  to  be  crucified.'' 

Among  those  who  were  advocating  the  higher  educadon  of 
women,  Mrs.  Enmia  illard  became  noted  at  this  period.  Bom 
with  a  strong  desire  for  learning,  she  keenly  felt  the  edneational 
disadvantages  of  her  sex.  She  began  teaching  at  an  early  day,  in- 
troducing new  stadies  and  new  methods  in  lier  school,  striving  to 
secure  piiltlie  interest  In  promoting  woman's  educiition.  Governor 
Clinton,  of  ^ew  York,  impressed  with  the  wisd(jm  of  her  plans,  in- 
vited her  to  move  her  s^-hool  from  Connecticut  to  New  York.  She 
accepted,  and  in  established  a  school  in  Watervleit,  which  soon 
moved  to  Troy,  and  in  time  built  up  a  great  reputation.  Through 
the  influence  of  Governor  Clinton,  the  Legislature  granted  a  portion 
of  the  educational  fund  to  endow  this  institution,  which  was  the 
iirst  instance  in  the  United  States  of  Government  aid  for  the  edu- 
cation of  women.  Amos  B.  Eaton,  Professor  of  the  Natural  Sci- 
ences in  the  Tiensselaer  Institute,  Trov,  at  this  time,  was  Mrs.  AVil- 
lard's  faithful  friend  and  teacher.  In  the  early  days  it  was  her 
custom,  in  introducinir  a  new  branch  of  learning  into  her  eenriiarv, 
to  study  it  herself,  reeitinir  to  Professor  Eaton  every  evenini:  tlie 
lesson  of  the  next  day.  Thus  she  went  tlirough  botany,  chemistry, 
mineralogy,  astronomy,  and  the  higher  mathematics.  As  she  could 
not  afford  teachers  for  these  branches,  with  faithful  study  she  fitted 
herself.  Mrs.  AVilhird's  was  the  first  girls'  school  in  which  the  higher 
mathematies  formed  })art  of  the  course,  but  such  was  the  prejudice 
against  a  liberal  education  for  woman,  that  the  first  public  examina- 
tion of  a  girl  in  geometry  (1829)  created  as  bitter  a  storm  of  ridi- 
cule as  has  since  a^sailed  women  who  have  entered  tlie  law.  the  i)ul- 
pit,  or  the  medical  profession.  The  derision  attendant  upon  the 
experiment  of  advancing  woman's  education,  led  Go\ enu»r  Clinton 
to  say  in  his  message  to  the  Legi-hiture:  **  I  trust  you  will  not  be 
deterred  by  commonplace  ridicule  from  extending  your  muniliceuce 
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to  this  meritorious  institution."  At  a  school  convention  in  Syra- 
cuse, 1845,  Mrs.  Willard  sntrgested  the  employment  of  women  as 
superintendents  of  public  schools,  a  measure  since  adopted  in  many 
States.  She  also  projected  the  system  of  normal  schools  for  the 
higher  education  of  teachers.  A  scientilic  explorer  as  well  as  fita- 
dent,  she  wrote  a  work  on  the  Motive  Power  in  the  Circulation 
of  the  Blood,"  in  oontradiction  to  Harvey's  theory,  which  at  onoe 
attracted  the  attention  of  modioal  men.  This  work  was  one  of  the 
then  aocnmulating  evidences  of  woman's  adaptation  to  medical 
stndy. 

In  Ancient  Egypt  the  medical  profession  was  in  the  hands  of 
women,  to  which  we  may  attribute  that  country's  almost  entire  ex« 
emption  from  infantile  diseases,  a  &ct  which  recent  discoveries  folly 
authenticate.  The  enormons  death-rate  of  young  children  in  mod- 
em civilized  countries  may  be  traced  to  woman's  general  enforced 
ignorance  of  the  laws  of  life,  and  to  tiio  fact  that  the  profession  of 
medidne  has  been  too  ezdosively  in  the  hands  of  men.  Though 
through  the  dim  past  we  find  women  still  making  discoveries^  and 
in  the  feudal  ages  possessing  knowledge  of  both  medidne  and  sur- 
gery, it  is  but  recently  that  they  have  boen  welcomed  as  practition* 
ers  into  the  medical  profession.  Looking  back  scarcely  a  hnndred 
yean,  we  find  science  much  indebted  to  woman  for  some  of  its  moat 
brilliant  discoveries.  In  1736,  the  first  medical  botany  was  given  to 
the  world  by  Elizabeth  Blackwell,  a  woman  physician,  wliom  the 
persecutions  of  her  male  compeers  had  cast  into  jail  for  debt.  As 
Bunyan  prep  irod  lii-^  '"Pilji^rim's  Pi-op^ress"  between  prison  walls,  80 
did  Elizabeth  Blackwell,  no-wise  disheartened,  prepare  lier  valuable 
aid  to  medical  science  under  the  same  conditions.  Lady  Montague's 
discovery  of  a  check  to  the  sraaU'pox,  Madam  Boivln's  (Hscovcrv  of 
the  hidden  cause  of  certain  hemorrhages,  Matlam  de  C  judi-^y's  in- 
vention of  the  manikin,  are  among  the  notable  steps  which  o])ened 
the  way  to  the  modern  Elizabeth  Jilackwell,  Harriot  K.  Hunt,  Olem- 
ence  S.  Lozicr,  Ann  Preston,  Hannah  Lonii^hore,  Marie  Jackson, 
Laura  Eoss  Wolcott,  Mario  Zakrzewska,  and  ^Fary  Putnam  Jacol)!, 
who  are  somp  <>f  the  earlier  distinguished  American  examples  of 
wotnan's  skill  in  the  hcalini;  art. 

Mary  ^tovp  \i*ho1s  g:ive  public  leftnrcs  upon  anatomy  in  the 
TTnitod  Stat«'.'<  in  1838.  Paulina  Wrii^ht  (T>avi.s)  followed  her  upon 
physiology  in  1844,  using  a  muDikin  in  her  illustrations.*  Mari- 

*  Am  Bbowtnfr  wminn*a  Ignonnee  and  prejudice,  Mn.  Davts  used  to  reUte  that  when 

plip  Tinr'nvt>rp<l  Isor  in!iti!kln  Ronio  ladli  s  wnild  rlrop  ih«*ir  veils  becaiiae  of  ito  tttd6llea<^y 
aod  oUiers  would  ruo  frum  Uie  room  ;  fiomelimeii  ladlet!  even  fainU'd. 
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ana  Johnson  followed  Kn.  Davis,  but  it  was  1848  before  Elizabeth 
Blackwell — the  firet  woman  to  pass  through  the  regular  course  of 
meilical  istiidy — received  her  diploma  at  Geneva.*  In  1846-6,  pro- 
ceding  Miss  Black weli*8  course  of  study,  Dr.  Samuel  Gregory  and  his 
brother  Geoi^  issaed  pamphlets  advocating  the  education  and  em- 
ployment of  womeUpphyBiciana,  and.  in  1847,  Dr.  Gregory  delivered 
a  series  of  lectures  in  Boston  upon  that  subject,  followed  in  1848  by  a 
school  numbering  twelve  ladies,  and  an  association  entitled  the  "Anier- 
iean  Female  Medical  Education  Society,"  In  1832,  Lydia  Mari;i  Cliild 
published  lier  *"  History  of  Woman,"  which  was  the  first  American 
fttoreliouso  of  infurniatioii  upon  the  whole  question,  and  undoubtedly 
increased  tlie  agitation.  In  183f),  Ernestine  T,  TJose.  a  Polish  lady — 
ha!ii>lied  from  her  native  country  by  the  Austrian  tyrant,  Francis 
J(»ej»h,  for  her  love  of  liberty — came  to  America,  lecturing  in  the 
large  cities  Nortli  and  South  upon  the  "  Science  of  Government." 
Slie  advocated  the  enfranchisement  of  woman.  Her  beauty,  wit,  and 
eloquence  drew  crowded  houses.  About  this  period  Judge  Hurlbut, 
of  Xew  York,  a  leading  member  of  the  Bar,  wrote  a  vigorous  work 
ou  '*  Human  lvig]its,"f  in  whicli  he  advocated  political  equality  for 
"Women,  Tliis  work  attracted  the  attention  of  many  legal  minds 
throughout  that  State.  In  the  winter  of  1830,  a  bill  was  introduced 
into  the  New  York  Legislature  by  Judge  Hertell,  to  secure  to  mar- 
ried women  their  rights  of  property.  This  bill  was  drawn  up  imder 
the  direction  of  Hon.  John  Savage,  Chief-Jnstioe  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt,  and  Hon.  John  0.  Spencer,  one  of  the.  revisers  of  the  statutes 
of  New  York.  It  was  in  furtherance  of  this  bill  that  Ernestine  L. 
Bose  and  Paulina  Wright  at  that  early  day  circaUtted  petitions.  The 
very  few  names  they  secured  show  the  hopeless  apathy  and  igno- 
rance of  the  women  as  to  their  own  rights.  As  similar  bills  %  were 
pending  in  New  York  nntil  finally  passed  in  1848,  a  great  educa- 
tional woric  was  accomplished  in  the  constant  dieenssion  of  the  topics 
involved.   Daring  the  winters  of  1844-5-6,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stan- 


*  The  writer's  father,  a  physician,  as  early  as  1843-4,  canvftssad  the  subjuct  of  giv» 
liig  lilt  4n^«Mr  (MMUd*  JMl3ni  0«g«)  •  nedleal  edneaUoo*  lookln^r  to  GeneTan-tlieii 
pmstded  over  by  his  old  InBtmctor— to  n]n'ii  Its  doors  to  her.  Bat  this  bold  idea  was 
dropped,  and  Miss  Blackwell  was  the  lirtt  and  only  lady  who  wai  graduated  from  that 
iBitttiitioii  nntll  Iti  IncorponCoB  with  the  SyracDse  VaiTenlty  and  the  removal  of  the 
eo]]«gBtofhatdtj. 

f  Judffc  Ilnrlbnt,  with  a  lawyer'*  prfju'lict^,  ftr«t  pn'i'nred  a  paper  avrifnst  the  rifrbta  of 
woman.  Looking  it  over,  he  saw  hlmeelf  able  to  au&wcr  every  argument,  which  be  pro> 
caeded  to  do— th«  Nsnlt  twlng     **  Uttawn  BJi^tt.** 

X  In  the  New  Tork  cbapter  a  ftdler  aoeoimt  of  tba  dtRCOMtoD  and  acttoo  upon  fbeaa 
nilli  win  be  given. 
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ton,  living  in  Albany,  made  the  acquaintance  of  Judge  Ilurlbut  and 
a  large  circle  of  lawyers  and  legislators,  and,  while  exerting  herself 
to  strengthen  their  convictions  in  favor  of  the  pending  bill,  she  re- 
solved at  no  distant  day  to  call  a  convention  for  a  full  and  free 
discufision  of  woman's  righti*  and  \\  rungs. 

In  1828.  Sanih  and  Angelina  Griinke,  danghtors  t>f  a  wealthy 
planter  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  emanci|>;ited  their  slaves  and 
came  North  to  lecture  on  the  ovils  of  slavery,  leaving  their  home 
and  native  place  forever  t»ecanse  of  their  liatred  of  this  wrong.  An- 
gelina was  a  natural  orator.  l"rt'>h  from  the  land  of  bondacfe,  there 
was  a  fervor  in  her  speech  that  electrified  her  hearers  and  drew 
crowds  wherever  she  went.  Sarah  published  a  l»ot»k  reviewing  the 
Bible  arguments  tlie  clergy  were  then  making  in  their  pulpits  to 
prove  that  the  degnidatiou  of  the  slave  and  woman  were  alike  in  har- 
mony with  the  expressed  will  of  God.  Thus  women  from  the  be- 
ginning took  an  active  part  in  the  Anti-Slavery  struggle.  They  cinm- 
luted  petitions,  niaed  laige  rama  of  money  by  fairs,  held  piav  tr- 
meetingB  and  oonventions.  In  1885,  Angelina  wrote  an  able  letter 
to  William  Lloyd  Gkorison,  immediately  alter  the  Boston  mob.  These 
letters  and  appeals  were  considered  very  effective  abolition  docu- 
ments. 

In  May,  1887,  a  National  Woman^s  Anti-Slaveiy  Contention  wae 
held  in  New  York,  in  which  eight  States  were  represented  by  serenty- 
one  delegates.  The  meetings  were  ably  sustained  throng  two  days. 
The  di^rent  sessions  were  opened  by  prayer  and  reading  of  the 
Seriptures  by  the  women  themselves.  A  devout,  earnest  spirit  pre- 
vailed. The  debates,  resolutions,  speeches,  and  appeals  were  fully 
equal  to  those  in  any  Convention  held  by  men  of  tiiat  period.  An- 
gelina  Grimke  was  appointed  by  this  Convention  to  prepare  an 
appeal  for  the  slaves  to  the  people  of  the  free  States,  and  a  letter  to 
J(^nQuincy  Adams  thanking  him  for  his  service^  in  defending  the 
right  of  petition  for  women  and  slaves,  qualiiied  with  the  regret  that 
by  expressing  himself  "  adverse  to  tlie  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  he  did  not  sustain  the  cause  of  freedom  and  of 
God.  She  wrote  a  stirring  appeal  to  the  Cliristian  women  of  the 
South,  urging  them  to  use  their  intiuence  against  slavery.  Sarah 
also  wrote  an  appeal  to  the  clergy  of  the  South,  conjuring  diem  to 
use  their  power  for  freedom. 

Among  those  who  took  pint  in  these  conventions  we  find  the 
names  of  Lydia  Maria  Child,  Mary  (irove,  Henrietta  Sargent,  Sarah 
Pugh,  Abby  Kelley,  Mary  S.  Parker,  of  Boston,  who  was  president 
of  the  Convention  \  Anne  Webster,  Deborah  Shaw,  Martha  Storrs, 
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Hn.  A.  L.  Cox,  Rebecca  B.  Spring,  and  Abigail  Hopper  GHbboQB,  a 
daogfater  of,  that  noble  Quaker  philanthropist,  laaae  T.  Hooper. 

Abbj  Keiley  was  the  most  nntiring  and  tiie  most  perseented  of 
all  the  women  who  labored  thronghont  the  Antt^SlaTery  straggle. 
She  traveled  np  and  down,  alike  in  winter's  cold  and  snmmei's  heat, 
with  soom,  ridictde,  violence,  and  mobs  aoeompanying  her,  safiering 
all  kinds  of  persecations,  still  speaking  whenever  and  wherever  she 
gained  an  andienoe ;  in  the  open  air,  in  echool-hoose,  bam,  depot, 
chnreh,  or  pnblio  hidl;  on  week-day  or  Snndaj,  as  she  found  oppor. 
tnnity.  For  listening  to  her,  on  Sunday,  many  men  and  women 
were  expelled  from  their  chnrcihes.  Thus  throi^  oontinned  perse- 
cation  was  woman's  self-assertion  and  self-respeet  snfficiently  de- 
veloped to  prompt  her  at  last  to  demand  jostiee,  liberty,  and  equality 
for  herself. 

In  1840,  Maigaret  Fuller  published  an  essay  in  the  Dial,  entitled 
"The  Great  Lawsuit,  or  Man  «».  Woman  :  Woman  w.  Man."  In 
this  easay  she  demanded  perfect  equality  for  woman,  in  education, 
industry,  and  politii-s.  It  attracted  great  attention  and  was  afterward 
expanded  into  a  work  entitled  Woman  in  the  Nineteenth  Cent- 
nry."  This,  with  her  parlor  conversations,  on  art,  science,  religion, 
politics,  philosophy,  and  social  life,  gave  a  new  impulse  to  woman's 
education  as  a  thinker.''^ 

Woman  and  her  Era,"  by  Eliza  Woodson  Farnham,  was  anotiier 
■work  that  called  out  a  general  discussion  on  the  status  of  the  sex^, 
Mrs.  Farnham  taking  the  ground  of  woman's  superiority.  The  great 
social  and  educational  work  done  by  her  in  California,  when  societ}' 
there  was  cliiefly  male,  and  rapidly  tendin^r  to  savaj^isin,  and  her 
humane  expciinn'iit  in  the  Sine;  Siiiir  (X.  Y.),  St^ite  Prison,  as- 
sisted by  Georgiana  Bruce  Kirby  and  Mariana  Johnson,  are  worthy 
of  mention. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  in  1845,  Rev.  Samuel  J.  May  preach- 
ed a  suraion  at  Syracuse,  upon  "  The  Rights  and  Conditions  of 
Women,"  in  which  he  s^ustained  their  ri^ht  to  take  part  in  political 
life,  saying  women  need  not  expect  '*  to  have  their  wrongs  fully  re- 
dres.sul,  until  they  themselves  have  a  voice  and  a  hand  in  the  enact- 
ment and  adiiiiiii>tratli>n  of  the  laws." 

In  1847,  Clarina  Howard  Nichols,  in  lier  liusbaiurs  paper,  ad- 
dressed to  the  voters  of  the  State  of  Yeiuiont  a  series  of  editorials, 
setting  forth  the  injustice  of  the  property  disabilities  of  married 
women. 

In  1849,  Lucretia  Mott  published  a  discourse  on  woman,  delivered 
*  See  Appendix. 
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in  tlie  Assembly  Jjuilding,  Philadel])liia,  in  aiuswer  to  a  Lvceum 
lecture  which  Richard  II.  Dana,  of  iioston,  was  ^?iving  in  inauy  ut 
the  chief  cities,  ridiculing  the  idea  of  political  et|uality  for  woman, 
dlizsbeth  Wilson,  of  Ohio,  published  a  scriptural  view  of  woman's 
rights  and  duties  iut  in  advance  of  the  generally  received  opinions. 
At  even  an  earlier  day,  Afartha  Bradstreet,  of  Utiea,  j^Iead  her  own 
case  in  the  courts  of  New  York,  continuing  her  contest  for  many 
yeaiB.  The  temperance  reform  and  the  deep  interest  taken  in  it  by 
women ;  the  effective  appeak  they  made,  setting  forth  their  wrongs 
as  mother,  wife,  sister,  and  daughter  of  the  drunkard,  with  a  power 
beyond  that  of  man,  early  gave  them  a  local  place  on  this  platform 
as  a  favor,  though  denied  as  a  right  Delegates  from  woman's  so- 
deties  to  State  and  National  conventions  invariably  found  themselves 
rejected.  It  was  her  early  labors  in  the  temperance  cause  tliat  first 
roused  Susan  B.  Anthony  to  a  realizing  sense  of  woman's  social, 
civil,  and  political  d^pfadation,  and  thus  secured  her  life-long  labors 
for  the  enfranchisement  of  woman.  In  1847  she  made  her  first 
speech  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  Daughters  of  Temperance  in 
Canajoharie,  K.  Y.  The  same  year  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  then  a 
student  at  Oberlin  College,  Ohio,  the  first  institution  that  made  the 
experiment  of  oo^ucation,  delivered  her  first  speech  on  temperance 
in  several  places  in  Ohio,  and  on  Woman's  Bights,  in  the  Baptist 
church  at  Henrietta,  N.  Y.  Lucy  Stone,  a  graduate  of  Oberlin, 
made  her  tirst  speech  on  Woman's  Rights  the  same  year  in  h^ 
brother's  church  at  Brook  ti eld,  Mass. 

Nor  were  the  women  of  Europe  inactive  during  these  years.  In 
1824  Elizabeth  Hcyrick,  a  Quaker  woman,  cut  the  gordian  knot  of 
difiiculty  in  the  anti-slavery  struggle  in  England,  by  an  al^le  essay  in 
favor  of  immediate,  unconditional  emancipation.  At  Leipsic,  in  1844, 
Helene  ^farie  Weber — ^her  father  a  Prussian  officer,  and  her  mother 
an  English  woman — ^wrote  a  series  of  ten  tracts  on  "  Woman's  Bights 
and  Wrongs,"  covering  the  whole  question  and  malting  a  volume  of 
over  twelve  hundred  pages.  The  first  of  these  treated  of  the  in- 
tellectual faculties;  tlie  second,  woman's  rights  of  property;  the 
third,  wedlock — deprccMf  ing  the  custom  of  woman  nterging  her  civil 
existence  in  that  of  her  husband  ;  tlie  fourth  claimed  woman's  right 
to  all  political  emoluments;  the  fifth,  on  ect'lesiasticism,  demanded 
for  woman  an  entrance  to  the  pulpit;  the  sixth,  upon  snlTrage,  do- 
':'lared  it  to  be  u'oman's  right  and  duty  to  vote.  These  essays  were 
strong,  vigorcuis,  and  ('on\  iiu  iiig.  Miss  Wel>er  also  lectured  in  Vi- 
enna, I>eriin,  and  seveT'al  of  the  large  German  cities.  Tn  England, 
Lady  Morgan's  "  Womau  and  her  Master  "  appeared  j — a  work  tilled 
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witli  philosophical  reflections,  and  of  the  same  general  bearing  aa 
Miss  Weber's.  Also  an  "  Appeal  of  Womeo,"  the  joint  work  of 
Mrs.  Wheeler  and  AVilliam  Thomson — a  strong  and  viirorons  eeaiij, 
in  which  woman's  limitations  nnder  the  law  were  tersely  and  pun- 
gently  set  forth  and  her  political  rights  demanded.  The  active  part 
women  took  in  the  Polish  and  Gennan  revolutions  and  in  favor 
of  the  abolition  of  slaverv  in  the  Britisli  West  Indies,  all  taiiglit 
tlieir  lcs80Ti«  of  woman's  rights.  Madam  Mathilde  Anneke,  on  the 
stafl'  of  her  husband,  with  Hon.  (Jarl  Schurz,  carried  messages  to 
and  fro  in  the  midst  of  danger  on  the  battle-fields  of  Germany. 

Thus  over  the  civilized  world  we  find  the  same  impelling  forces, 
and  general  rlevel(){)ment  of  society,  witliont  any  individual  concert 
of  action,  tt  iifliii<r  to  tlie  same  general  result :  alike  rousing  the 
minds  of  men  and  wdintii  to  the  aggregated  wrongs  of  centuries 
and  inciting  to  an  effort  for  their  overthrow. 

Tile  works  of  George  Sand,  Frederika  Hremer,  Charlotte  I>iuiU^, 
George  Eliot,  Catharine  Sedgwick,  and  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe,  in 
literature;  Mrs.  Ileuians,  Mrs.  Sigourney,  Elizabeth  Barrett  Brown- 
ing, in  poetry  ;  Angelica  Kauffman,  Kosa  Bonheur,  Harriet  Hosmer, 
in  art;  Mary  Somerville,  Caroline  Herschell,  Maria  Mitchell,  in 
seience ;  Elizabeth  Fry,  Dorothea  Diz,  Maiy  Carpenter,  in  prison 
reform ;  Florence  Nightingale  and  Clara  Barton  in  the  camp— -are  all 
parts  of  the  great  upriiiing  of  women  out  of  the  lethaigj  of  the 
past,  and  are  among  the  forces  of  the  complete  revelation  a  ihoneand 
pens  and  vdces  herald  at  this  hoar. 
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WOMAN    IN  NKW8PAPBBS. 

Ih  newspaper  literature  woman  made  her  entrance  at  an  early  pe- 
riod and  in  an  important  manner.  Tiie  first  dMy  newspaper  in  the 
world  was  established  and  edited  by  a  woman,  Elizabeth  Mallet,  in 
London,  March,  1709.  It  was  called  Ths  DaSiy  Courani,  In  tier 
salntatory,  Mrs.  Mallet  declared  she  had  established  her  paper  to 

spare  the  public  at  least  half  the  impertinences  which  the  ordinary 
papers  contain.**  Thus  the  first  daily  paper  was  made  reformatory 
in  its  character  by  its  wise  wonian-fonnder. 

The  first  newspaper  printed  in  Bhode  Island  was  by  Anna  Frank- 
lin in  1783.  She  was  printer  to  the  colony,  supplied  blanks  to  the 
public  officers,  published  pamphlets,  etc.,  and  in  1745  she  printed  for 
the  colonial  government  an  edition  of  the  laws  co^]pr^^'ing  three 
hundred  and  forty  pages.  She  was  aided  by  her  two  daughter^:,  m  1 1  o 
were  correct  and  <|iiick  compositors.  TIil>  woman  servant  of  the 
liouse  usually  worked  the  press.  The  third  paper  established  in 
America  was  7%e  Merowfy^  in  Philadelphia.  After  the  death  of 
it«  fonnder,  in  1742,  it  was  suspended  for  a  week,  when  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Cornelia  Bradford,  revived  it  and  carried  it  on  for  many  years,  • 
making  it  both  a  literary  and  a  pecuniary  success.  The  second  news- 
paper Ptartod  in  the  city  of  New  York,  entitled  the  Ncxo  York 
Weekly  Journal^  was  conducted  by  ^Irs.  Zeuger  for  years  after  tlio 
death  of  her  husband.  She  discontinued  its  jmbHtntiofi  in  1748. 
The  Maryland  Gazette,  the  first  paper  in  that  colony,  and  among 
the  oldest  in  America,  was  established  by  Anna  K.  Greene  in  1707. 
She  did  the  colony  printing  and  continued  the  business  till  her 
death,  in  1775.  Mrs.  Ilassebatch  also  established  a  jiaper  in  Balti- 
more in  1773.  Mrs.  Mary  K.  (ioddard  published  the  Maryhind 
Journal  for  eight  years.  Her  editorials  were  of  so  spirited  and  pro 
nonnced  a  character  that  only  her  sex  saved  her  from  sound  Hog- 
ginwR.  She  took  in  job  work.  She  was  the  first  postmaster  after  the 
Eevoiution,  holding  the  otiice  for  eight  years.    Two  papers  were 
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early  publiflhed  in  Yirginiii  by  women.  Eaeb  was  'established  in 
WUliamsbaig,  and  each  waa  called  The  Virginia  OaeeUe,  The 
first,  started  by  Clementina  Keid,  in  1772,  favored  the  Colonial 
caose,  givinir  ^rrcat  offense  to  many  royalists.  To  ooanteract  its  in> 
fluencc,  Mrs.  H.  Boyle,  of  the  same  place,  started  another  paper  in 
1774,  in  the  interests  of  the  Or  nvn,  and  desirous  that  it  should  seem 
to  represent  the  true  principles  of  the  colony,  she  borrowed  tlie 
name  of  the  colonial  paper.  It  lived  but  a  short  time.  The  Co- 
lonial Virginia  Gazette  was  the  iirst  paper  in  which  waa  printed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  A  synopsis  wa^;  iriven  July  19th, 
and  the  whole  document  the  26th.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Timotliee  pulj- 
lishcd  a  paper  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  from  1773  to  1775, 
cdlled  The  Gazette.  Anna  Timotliee  revived  it  after  the  Revolution, 
and  WiW  appointed  printer  to  the  State,  holdino;  the  office  till  1792. 
Mary  Crouch  also  published  a  ]i;i|Hr  in  Charle.ston,  S.  C,  until 
17S0.  It  was  founded  in  special  opposition  to  the  8tamp  Act.  She 
afterward  removed  to  Salem,  Mass.,  and  continued  its  pultiication 
for  several  years.  Penelope  Jiussell  ])rinted  The  Censor  in  IJoston, 
Mas-^.,  ifi  177J.  She  set  her  own  type,  and  was  such  a  ready  com- 
positor as  to  set  up  her  editorials  witliout  written  coin-,  while  \s<trk- 
ing  at  her  case.  The  most  trao^ieal  an<l  interesting  events  were  thus 
recorded  hy  her.  The  tirst  paper  puijlished  in  America,  living  to  a 
second  issue,  was  the  Mas%a^h\ui€tts  Gazette  'and  North  Boston 
News  Tjetter.  It  was  continued  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Draper,  two  years 
after  the  death  of  her  husband,  and  was  the  only  pajjcr  of  spirit  in 
the  colony,  all  but  hers  suspending  publication  when  Boston  was  be- 
sieged by  the  British.  Mrs.  Sarah  Goddani  printed  a  paper  at  New- 
port, It  I.,  in  177C.  She  was  a  well-educated  woman,  and  versed 
in  general  literature.  For  two  yeais  she  conducted  her  journal  with 
great  ability,  afterward  associating  John  Carter  with  her,  under  the 
name  of  Sarah  Goddard  &  Co.,  retaining  the  partnership  precedence 
80  justly  belonging  to  her.  Tha  Oourant  at  Hartford,  Ct.,  was  edit- 
ed for  two  years  by  Mrs.  Watson,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
in  1777.  In  1784  Mrs.  Mary  Holt  edited  and  published  the  Jfew 
York  Jcwrwd^  eontinoing  the  business  several  years.  She  was  ap- 
pointed State  printer.  In  1798,  Ths  Jtywmal  and  Argm  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Mrs.  Greenleaf,  who  for  some  time  published  both  a 
daily  and  semi-weekly  edition.  In  Philadelphia,  after  the  death  of 
her  father  in  1803,  Mrs.  Jane  Aitkins  continued  his  business  of 
printing.  Her  press-work  bore  high  reputation.  She  waa  specially 
noted  for  her  correctness  in  proof-reading.  The  Ftsb  SJn^irer, 
edited  in  New  Tork  by  Frances  Wright  in  1828,   was  the  first  pe- 
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liodical  esUbliflbed  in  the  United  States  for  the  pur})os6  of  fearless 
and  unbiased  inquirv  on  all  subjects."  It  had  already  been  pnUished 
two  years  nnder  the  name  of  Ths  Ntw  BartMny  GaseUe^  in  Indi- 
ana, by  Robert  Dale  Owen,  for  which  Mr&  Wright  had  written 
many  leading  editoriab,and  in  which  she  published  serially  A  Few 
Days  in  Athens.** 

Sarah  Josepha  Hale  established  a  ladies'  magazine  in  Boston  in 
1827,  which  she  afterward  removed  to  Philadelphia,  there  associat- 
ing with  herself  Louis  Godey,  and  assuming  the  editorship  of  God- 
e^a  Ladifi  Bock,  This  magazine  was  followed  hy  many  others,  of 
which  Mrs.  Kirkland,  Mrs.  Osgood,  Mrs.  Ellet,  Mrs.  Sigonmey,  and 
women  of  like  character  were  editors  or  contributors.  These  carl  v 
niafri?:iue8  published  many  steel  and  fcolored  engravings,  not  only  of 
fjishions,  bnt  reproductions  of  works  of  art,  giving  the  iirst  impor- 
tant impulse  to  the  art  of  engraving  in  this  country. 

Many  other  periodicals  and  papers  bv  women  now  appeared  over 
the  countiy.  Mrs.  Anne  lloyal  edited  fur  a  quarter  of  a  century  a 
paper  cjdied  The  Huntress.  In  1827  Lydia  Maria  Child  ]Miblished  a 
p'.ij)er  for  children  c:illed  The  Jiimnlls  MhceU-any^  and  in  l!>4l  as- 
sumed the  editorshi])  of  The  Anti^Slavery  SUuidard,  in  New  York, 
which  she  ably  conducted  for  eiglit  years.  2'he  Dial,  in  Boston,  a 
transcendental  quarterly,  edited  l)y  ^fargjiret  Fuller,  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  1840 ;  its  contributors,  aitioiig  whom  were  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson,  Brunson  Alcott,  Theodore  Parker,  Wtn.  11.  Channing,  and 
the  nature-loving  Thoreau,  were  sorue  of  the  most  profound  think- 
ers of  the  time.  Charlotte  Fowler  Wells,  the  eificient  coadjutor  of 
her  brothers  and  husband  for  the  last  forty-two  years  in  the  manage- 
ment of  The  Phrenological  Journal  and  Publishing  Mouse  of  Fow- 
ler ik  Wells  in  New  York  city,  and  since  her  husband's  death  in 
1875  the  sole  proprietor  and  general  manager,  has  also  conducted  an 
extensive  correspondence  and  written  occasional  articles  for  the 
JowmaL  Ths  LoteeiU  Offering,  edited  by  the  «  mill  girls  "  of  that 
mannlacturing  town,  was  established  in  1840,  and  exercised  a  wide 
influence.  It  lived  till  1849.  Its  artides  were  entirely  written  by 
the  girl  operatives,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Lucy  Larcom, 
Margaret  Foley,  the  sonlptor,  who  recentiy  died  in  Bome;  Lydia  8. 
Hall,  who  at  one  time  iUled  an.  important  clerkship  in  the  United 
States  Treasory,  and  Harriet  J.  Hansan,  afterward  the  wife  of  W. 
S.  Eobinson  (Warrington),  and  herself  one  of  the  present  workers 
in  Woman  Snffirage.  Harriet  F.  Curtis,  author  of  two  popular  nov- 
els, and  Harriet  Farley,  both  <^  mill  girls,''  had  entire  editorial  charge 
doling  the  latter  part  of  its  existence.  In  Vermont,  Clarina  How- 
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ard  Xicliolfl  edited  the  Windham  C&mty  Democrat  from  1843  to 
1853.  It  was  a  political  paper  of  a  pronounced  character;  her  hus- 
band waa  the  publisher.  Jane  G.  Swigsliclm  edited  The  Saturday 
Fisitor,  at  Pittsl)nr^,  Pa.,  in  1848.  Also  the  same  year  7^e  True 
Kindred  appeared ,  by  Rebecca  Sanford,  at  Akron,  Ohio.  TTie  Lily,  a 
temperance  montlily,  was  stiirted  in  Seneca  Falls,  X.  Y.,  in  1849,  by 
Atnelia  Rloomcr,  as  editor  and  publisher.  It  also  advocated  Wom- 
an's liights,  and  attained  a  circtilntion  in  nearly  every  State  and 
Territory  of  the  Union.  The  SijhU  soon  followed,  Dr.  Lydia  Sayre 
Ilasbrook,  editor;  also  The  Phdije  of  Honor ^  edited  by  N.  M.  Ba- 
ker and  K.  Maria  Sheldon,  Adi  ian,  Michigan. 

In  1849,  l)'(e  Franen  Z*'(tun(j,  edited  by  Mathilde  Franceska  An- 
neke,  was  |)iiblislied  in  Milwaukee,  Wiscuiisin.  In  1850,  Lydia  Jano 
Pierson  edited  a  column  of  the  Lancmter  (Pa.)  Gazette ^  ]ifrs.  Prewett 
edited  the  Yazoo  (Mi.<8.)  Whly,  in  Mississippi ;  and  Mrs.  Sheldon  the 
Dollar  Weekly.  In  1851,  J  ulia  Ward  Howe  edited,  wit ii  lier  husband, 
3%e  CommonweaUhy  a  newspaper  dedicated  to  free  thought,  and  zeal- 
oub  for  the  Uberty  of  tfie  slave.  In  1851,  Mrs.  G.  0.  Bentley  was  editor 
of  the  Gonoord  Free  Press,  in  Vermont,  and  Elizabeth  Aldrich  of 
the  GemuB  of  Ltberty^  in  Ohio.  In  1852,  Anna  Spencer  started 
the  Pioneer  and  Woman^e  Advoeaie,  in  Providence,  R.  I.  Its  mot- 
to was,  "  Liberty,  Truth,  Temperance,  Equality."  It  was  published 
semi-monthly,  and  advocated  a  better  education  for  woman,  a  higher 
price  for  her  labor,  the  opening  of  new  indnstries.  It  was  the  earliest 
paper  established  in  the  United  States  for  the  advocacy  of  Wom- 
an's KIghts.  In  1&53,  TAe  Una,  a  paper  devoted  to  the  enfran- 
chisement of  woman,  owned  and  edited  bj  Panlina  Wright  Davis, 
was  first  published  in  Providence,  but  afterward  removed  to  Boston, 
where  Caroline  H.  Dall  became  associate  editor.  In  1855,  Anna 
McDowell  founded  The  Wa7nan^n  AdoocaU  in  Piiiladelphia,  a  paper 
in  which,  like  that  of  Mrs.  Anna  Franklin,  the  owner,  editor,  and 
compositors  were  all  women.  About  this  period  many  well-known 
literary  women  filled  editorial  chairs.  Grace  Greenwood  started  a  , 
child's  paper  called  The  JAtUe  Pilgnm ;  Mrs.  Bailey  conducted  the 
Eray  an  anti-slavery  paper,  in  Washington,  D.  C,  after  her  hus- 
band's death. 

In  18G8,  7%e  Revolution,  a  pronounced  Woman's  Rights  paper, 
was  started  in  New  York  city ;  Susan  \l.  Anthony,  pul)lisher  and 
projiriotor,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton  and  Parker  Pillsbury,  editors. 
Its  motto,  "Principles,  not  i>olicy ;  justice,  Jiot  favor;  men,  their 
rigbts  and  notbiiig  more;  women,  tlieir  riglits  and  nothing  less." 
In  1870  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Laura  Curtis  BuUard,  who  edited 


Digitized  by  Google 


47 


it  two  years  with  the  assistance  of  I'hehe  Carey  and  Augusta  Lamed, 
and  in  1872  it  found  consecrated  burial  in  The  Liberal  Chrutian,^ 
the  leading  Unitarian  paper  in  New  York.  From  the  advent  of  Tlui 
Revolution QMv  be  dated  a  new  era  in  the  wom.iii  sutTrage  movement. 
Its  brilliant,  aggressive  columns  attmcted  the  comnit  iits  of  tlie  press, 
and  drew  the  attention  of  the  countrv  to  the  reform  .so  ablv  advo- 
cated.  Many  other  papers  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  woman's  en- 
franchisement soon  :irose.  In  18fi9,  The  Pio)U'ei\  in  San  Frtincisco, 
Cal.,  Emily  Pitts  Stevens,  editor  and  proprietor.  7%^  Worium'^s 
Advocnt-e^  at  Dayton,  O.,  A.  J.  l)(jy(T  and  Miriam  M.  Cole,  editoi*s, 
started  the  same  year.  Th^i  ^^oro.^ls  and  The  AfjitatoTy  in  Chicatro, 
111.,  the  latter  oA^nied  and  edited  bv  Mary  A.  Livemiore,  and  Th*^ 
Wojnaii's  Afh'orafe,  in  New  York,  were  all  alike  short-lived. 
n Ameriqv.^^  a  semi-weekly  French  paper  j)ul)lished  in  Chicago,  111., 
by  Madam  Jennie  d'llericoiirt,  nnd  Dis  Neue  Zeit,  a  German  paper, 
in  New  York,  by  Mathilde  F.  Wendt,  this  same  year,  show  the  in- 
terest of  our  foreign  women  citizens  in  the  cause  of  their  sex.  In 
1870,  Ths  WamarCi  Journal  was  founded  in  Boston,  Lucy  Stone, 
Jnlia  Ward  Howe,  and  Henry  B.  Blackwell,  editoiB.  WoodhuU  and 
Olafh^B  WetH^y  an  erratic  paper,  adToeating  many  new  ideas,  was 
established  in  New  York  bj  yietoria  Woodho]!  and  Tennie  0. 
Claflin,  editors  and  proprietors.  Th4  New  JfortKwegi,  in  Portland, 
Oregon,  in  1871,  Abigail  Soott  Duniway,  editor  and  proprietor.  2%$ 
Oolden  Jkttm,  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  in  1876,  Mtb.  Boyer,  editor. 

The  BiOUa-Bfa  was  started  in  1876,  at  Toledo,  0.,  Sarab  Lang-, 
don  Williams,  editor,  nnder  the  anspioea  of  the  city  Woman's  Suf- 
fni|i:e  Association.  It  was  moved  to  Sjracose  in  1878,  and  is  now  ed- 
ited by  Matilda  Joslyn  Gage,  nnder  the  name  of  7%6  NaiiionaH  (Hiusen 
and  BaUo^-JBosB,  as  an  exponent  of  the  views  of  the  National  Woman 
'  SofErage  Association.  Its  motto^ "  Self-government  is  a  natural  right, 
and  the  ballot  is  the  method  of  exercising  that  right."  Laura  de 
Force  Gordon  for  some  years  edited  a  daily  democratic  paper  in  OsJ- 
if  omia.  In  opposition  to  this  laige  army  of  papers  demanding  equal- 
ity for  woman,  a  solitary  little  monthly  was  started  a  few  years  since, 
in  Baltimore,  Md.,  under  the  auspices  of  Mrs.  General  Sherman  and 
Mrs.  Admiral  Dahlgren.  It  was  called  The  Tnte  Woman,  but  soon 
died  of  inanition  and  inherent  weakness  of  constitution. 

In  the  E.xposition  of  1876,  in  Philadelphia,  the  New  Ceniiwry, 
eilited  and  published  under  the  rin^^pices  of  the  Woman's  Centen- 
nial Committee,  was  made-up  and  printed  by  woinen  on  a  press  of 
their  own,  in  the  Woman's  Pavilion.  In  ls77  Mrs.  Theresa  Lowis 
started  WomaiCe  Worde  in  Philadelphia.   For  some  time,  Peniield, 
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N.  Y.,  boasted  its  tliirfecTi -year-old  girl  editor,  in  Miss  Nellie 
"Williams.  Her  paper,  tlie  J^enfi-eld  Enterprise^  was  for  three  years 
written,  set  up,  and  published  by  herself.  It  attained  a  circulation 
of  three  tliouBiUHl. 

Many  foreign  papei*8  devoted  to  woman's  intere^^ts  have  been 
estal)li?-hed  within  the  last  few  years.  Tlie  Womens  Suffrage 
Jounml,  in  Eno:land,  Lydia  E.  Becker,  of  Manchester,  editor 
and  proprietor;  the  Englishwoman' 8  Journal,  in  London,  tniited 
by  Caroline  Ashnrst  Vy\ii:^  \  Woman  and  Work  and  the  Victoria 
Ma<jazine^  by  Emily  Faithful,  uiv  among  the  number.  Miss 
Faithful's  magazine  having  attained  a  circulation  of  fifty  thousand. 
DeB  Droits  des  Eemmes,  long  the  organ  of  the  Swiss  woman 
suffragists,  Madame  Marie  Goegg,  the  head,  was  followed  bj  the 
SoUdariie.  DAmwt  des  Femmesy  edited  by  M.  Leon  Kicher,  haa 
Mile.  Maria  Dair^smea,  the  author  of  a  spirited  reply  to  the  work 
of  M.  Bnmas,  Jils^  on  Woman,  as  its  special  contribator. 
perance^  of  Geneya,  an  Englishwoman  its  editor,  was  an  eariy  ad- 
vocate of  woman's  cause.  La  J><nma^  at  Yenioe,  edited  by  Signora 
Gualberti  Alaide  Beocari  (a  well-known  Italian  philanthropic 
name) ;  La  CarndiOj  at  Florence,  Signora  Amelia  Ounino  Foliera 
do  Luna,  editor,  prove  Italian  advancement  Germany,  Spain,  and 
the  Netherlands  must  not  be  omitted  from  the  list  of  those  conn- 
tries  which  have  published  Woman's  Ri^ts  papers.  In  Lima,  Pern, 
we  find  a  paper  edited  and  controlled  entirely  by  women ;  its  name, 
Alborada,  i.  the  Dawn,  a  South  American  prophecy  and  herald 
of  that  dawn  of  justice  and  equality  now  breaking  upon  the  world. 
The  Orient,  likewise,  shows  progress.  At  Bnkarest,  in  Romaine, 
a  paper,  the  DeJcehalmy  upholding  the  elevation  of  woman,  was 
started  in  1874.  The  Euridihey  at  Constantinople,  edited  by  Emilo 
Leonzras,  is  of  a  similar  character.  The  Bengalee  Magaak^  de- 
voted to  the  interests  of  Indian  ladies,  its  editorials  all  from  worn* 
an's  pen,  shows  Asiatic  advance. 

In  the  United  States  the  list  of  women's  faahion  papers,  with 
Uieir  women  editors  and  correspondents,  is  numerous  and  important. 
For  fourteen  years  Ha/rper'^s  Bazaar  has  been  ably  edited  by  Mary 
L.  Booth ;  other  papers  of  similar  character  are  both  owned  and 
edited  by  womcTi,  Matlnme  Demoresfs  Monthly y  a  paper  that 
originated  the  vatt  pattern  Imsincss  which  has  extended  its  rami- 
fications into  every  part  of  the  country  and  given  employment  to 
thousands  of  women.  As  illustrative  of  woman's  continuity  of 
purpose  in  newspaper  work,  we  may  mention  the  fact  that  for  hfteen 
years  Fanny  Fern  did  not  fail  to  have  an  article  in  readiness  each 
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ireek  for  tbeX«^^,  and  for  twenty  jean  Jennie  Jnne  (Mra.  Oroly) 
has  edited  Dtm/imft  MotMy  and  oontriboted  to  maoy  other  pft- 
pers  tbionghont  tbe  United  States.  Maiy  Hapes  Bodge  haa  edited 
the  8i,  Nicholas  the  paat  eiglit  jears.  So  important  a  place  do 
women  writers  hold,  Bair$^%  MdrUhhf  assert^  that  the  exceptionally 
large  prioee  are  paid  to  women  oontribatora.  The  apiciest  critics, 
reporters,  and  correspondents  to-day,  are  women — Grace  Greenwood 
Looise  Chandler  Moulton,  Mary  Cleraraer.  Laura  C.  HoUoway  ia 
upon  the  editorial  stalf  of  the  Brooklyn  Eagle,  The  New  York  Timet 
boasts  a  woman  (Midi  Moi^n)  cattk  reporter,  one  of  the  beat  judges 
of  stock  in  the  country.  In  some  papers,  over  their  own  names, 
women  edit  columns  on  special  subjects,  and  fill  important  positions 
on  journals  owned  and  edited  by  men.  Elizabeth  Bovnton  ilarbert 
edits  "The  Woman's  Kingdom"  m  the  Inter-Ocmn^  one  of  the 
leading  dailies  of'  Chicago.  Marv  Forney  Woigley  edits  a  social 
department  in  her  father's — John  W.  Forney — paper,  the  ProgresSy 
in  Philadelphia.  The  political  columns  of  many  papers  are  prepared 
by  women,  men  often  receiving  the  credit.  Among  the  best  edito- 
rials in  the  New  York  Tribune^  from  Margaret  Fuller  to  Lucia 
Gilbert  Calhoun,  have  been  from  the  pens  of  women. 

If  the  proverb  that  "  the  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword  "  be 
true,  woman's  skill  and  force  in  using  this  mightier  weapon  must 
soon  change  the  destinies  of  the  world. 

4 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAPTER  III. 

THB  WOBLD'B  AJSTMl^AYKKT  OONTBNTIOiry  LONDON,  JUNB  18»  1840. 

bldlTidusllBm  rather  than  Authority— Penional  appearance  of  AboIitinnbU— Clerical 
Rttrmpt  to  silenre  Wornaii—Dtiublt)  buttle  against  the  tyrafmy  <>f  and  culnr — 
Bigoted  AbolltioDists— James  O.  Biroey  likes  freedom  ou  a  Suutliem  pluuiati»n,  but 
not  at  bis  own  flra»lde--Jo1in  Boll  never  diwmt  fhat  Woneii  would  eniiwer  his  cell 
— The  vcnerablo  Thoinug  Clarkson  received  by  the  Convetition  standinir— Lcncrthy 
debate  on  "  Female  "  delegates— The  "  FeouJee  "  rejected— WilUam  Lloyd  Garrisoa 
lelliMd  to  til  til  tiM  Oonvention. 

In  gathering  up  the  threads  of  history  in  the  last  century,  and 
weaving  its  facts  and  philosophy  together,  one  can  trace  the  liberal 
social  ideas,  growing  oat  of  the  political  and  religious  revolntiona 
in  France  Germany,  Italy,  and  America;  and  their  tendency  to 

Ruij^titutc  xor  the  divine  right  of  kings,  priests,  and  orders  of  nobil- 
ity,  the  higher  and  broader  one  of  individual  conscience  and  jndg^ 
ment  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come. 
It  is  not  surprising  that  in  so  marked  a  transition  period  from  the 
old  to  the  new,  as  seen  in  the  eighteenth  century,  that  women, 
trained  to  think  and  write  and  speak,  should  have  discovered  that 
they,  too,  had  some  share  in  the  new-bom  liberties  suddenly  an- 
nonnoed  to  the  world.  That  the  radical  political  theories,  propiu 
gated  in  different  conTitnes,  made  their  legitimate  impress  on  the 
minds  of  women  of  tlie  highest  culture,  is  clearly  proved  by  their 
writings  and  conversation.  While  in  their  ignorance,  women  are 
■usually  more  supei*stitioiis,  more  devoutly  reliirious  than  men;  those 
trained  to  thought,  have  generally  manifested  more  interet^t  in  po- 
litical questions,  and  have  more  frequently  spoken  and  written  ou 
fiuch  themes,  than  on  those  merely  religious.  This  may  be  attril)- 
uted,  in  a  measure,  to  the  fact  that  the  tendency  of  woman's  mind, 
at  this  stage  of  her  developmeut,  ia  toward  practical,  rather  than 
toward  speculative  science. 

(^hiestions  of  political  economy  lie  within  the  realm  of  positive 
knowledge ;  those  of  theology  belong  to  the  world  of  mysterie!^  and 
abstractions,  which  those  minds,  only,  that  imagine  thuy  have  com- 
passed the  known,  are  ambitious  to  enter  and  explore.  And  yet,  the 
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qoickening  power  of  tho  Protestant  Keformation  roused  woman,  as 
well  88  man,  to  new  and  higher  thought.  The  bold  dechirations 
of  Lather,  placing  individual  judgtueut  above  church  authority,  the 
faith  of  the  Quaker  that  the  inner  light  was  a  better  guide  than 
arbitrary  law,  the  religious  idealiam  of  the  TranscendentaliatB,  and 
their  teachings  that  eonla  had  no  aez,  had  each  a  marked  inflaence  in 
developing  woman's  self-assertion.  Sneh  ideas  making  all  divine 
revelations  as  veritable  and  momentous  to  one  sonl,  as  another, 
tended  directly  to  equalise  the  members  of  the  hnman  family,  and 
place  men  and  women  on  the  same  plane  of  moral  responsibility. 

The  revelations  of  science,  too,  analyzing  and  portraying  the  won- 
ders and  beauties  of  this  material  world,  crowned  with  new  dignity, 
man  and  woman, — Katnre's  last  and  proudest  work.  Combe  and 
Spnrzhetm,  proving  by  their  Phrenological  discoveries  that  the 
feelings,  sentiments,  and  affections  of  the  soul  mould  and  shape  the 
«kall,  gave  new  importance  to  woman's  thon^t  as  mother  of  the 
lace.  Thus  eadi  new  idea  in  religion,  politics,  science,  and  phi- 
losophy, tending  to  individuidism,  rather  than  authority,  came  into 
the  world  freighted  with  new  hopes  of  liber^  for  woman. 

Jind  when  in  the  progress  of  civilization  the  time  had  fully  come 
for  the  recognition  of  the  feminine  element  in  humanity,  women, 
in  every  civilized  oountry  unknown  to  each  other,  began  simulta- 
neonsly  to  demand  a  broader  sphere  of  action.  Thus  the  first  public 
demand  for  political  equality  by  a  body  of  women  in  convention 
assembled,  was  a  link  in  the  chain  of  woman's  development,  binding 
the  future  with  the  past,  as  complete  and  necessary  in  itself,  as  the 
«vents  of  any  other  period  of  her  history.  Tho  ridicule  of  facts  does 
not  change  dieir  character.  Many  who  study  the  past  with  interest, 
imd  see  the  importance  of  seeming  trifles  in  helping  forward  great 
events,  often  fail  to  understand  some  of  the  best  pages  of  history 
made  under  their  own  eyes.  Hence  the  woman  suffrage  move- 
ment has  not  yet  been  accepted  as  the  legitimate  outgrowth  of 
Aiiicriean  ideas — a  component  part  of  the  history  of  our  republic 
— but  is  falsely  considered  the  willful  outburst  of  a  few  unbalanced 
minds,  whose  ideas  can  never  be  realized  under  any  form  of  govem- 
fDent. 

Among  the  immediate  causes  that  led  to  tke  demand  for  the  equal 
political  rights  of  women,  in  this  country,  we  may  note  three : 

1.  The  discussion  in  several  of  the  State  Legislatures  on  the  prop- 
erty rights  -of  married  women,  whicli,  heralded  by  the  press  with 
comments  grave  and  gay,  became  the  topic  of  general  interest 
around  many  fashionable  dinner- tables,  and  at  many  bumble  tire- 
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sides.  In  this  wav  all  pluin^s  of  the  question  were  touched  upon, 
involving  the  relations  of  the  sexes,  and  pjadually  widening  to  all 
Imnian  interests — political,  religious,  civil,  and  social-  The  presa 
and  pulpit  became  Buddenly  vigilant  in  marking  out  woman's 
sphere,  while  woman  herself  seemed  equally  vigilant  in  her  efEorts 
to  step  outside  the  prescribed  limits. 

2.  A  great  edncational  work  waa  soeompHfthed  bj  the  able  lect- 
nree  of  Fnooos  Wright,  on  political,  religious,  and  social  qaeBtiom. 
Emestiiie  L.  Boae,  following  in  her  wake,  equally  liberal  ia  ber 
religions  opinions,  aod  equally  well  informed  on  the  science  of 
gOTemment,  helped  to  deepen  and  perpetuate  the  impression 
IVsnoes  Wri^t  had  made  on  the  minds  of  nnprejudiced  hemns. 

8.  And  above  all  other  causes  of  the  ^  Woman  Sn&age  Move- 
ment,"  was  the  Anti-Slavery  struggle  in  this  country.  The  nuiks 
of  the  Abolitionists  were  composed  of  the  most  eloquent  orators^ 
the  ablest  logicians,  men  and  women  of  the  purest  moral  charsoter 
and  best  minds  in  the  nation.  They  were  usuaUy  opoken  of  in  the 
early  days  as  an  illiterate^  ill-mannered,  poverty-stricken,  orssy  set 
of  long-haired  Abolitionists.''  While  the  fact  is,  some  of  the  most 
splendid  spedmens  of  manhood  and  womanhood,  in  physical  appear* 
ance^  in  culture,  refinement,  and  knowledge  of  polite  life,  were  found 
among  the  early  Abolitionists.  James  Gr.  Biniey,  John  Piorpout, 
Oeirit  Smith,  Wendell  Phillips,  Oharles  Samner,  Maria  Weston 
Chapman,  Helen  Garrison,  Ann  Green  Phillips,  Abby  Kelly,  PauU 
ina  Wright  Davis,  Lncretia  Kott,  were  all  remarkably  fine-looking. 

In  the  early  Anti-Slavery  conventions,  the  broad  principles  x>t 
human  rights  were  so  exbaastiveiy  discussed,  justice,  liberty,  and 
equality,  80  clearly  taught,  that  the  women  who  crowded  to  listen, 
readily  learned  the  lesson  of  freedom  for  themselves,  and  early  began 
to  take  part  in  the  debates  and  business  affairs  of  all  associations. 
Woman  not  only  felt  every  pulsation  of  man's  heart  for  freedom, 
and  by  her  enthusiasm  inspired  the  glowing  eloquence  that  main- 
tained him  through  the  stm^le,  but  earnestly  advocated  with  her 
own  L'ps  human  freedom  and  equality.  When  Angelina  and  Sarah 
Grimke  began  to  lecture  In  Kew  England,  their  audiences  were  at 
first  composed  entirely  of  women,  but  gentlemen,  hearing  of  their 
eloquence  and  power,  seon  be<xan  timidly  to  slip  into  the  back  seats, 
one  by  one.  And  before  the  y>ub]ic  were  aroused  to  the  dangerous 
innovation,  these  women  were  speaking  in  crowded,  ]  roraiscuoua 
assemblies.  The  clergy  opposed  to  the  abolition  movement  first 
took  alarm,  and  issued  a  pastoral  letter,  warning  their  congrega- 
tions against  the  infiuence  of  such  women.   The  clergy  identified 
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with  anti-slavery  anociations  took  alann  also,  nnd  the  initiative  steps 
to  silence  the  wmnen^  and  to  deprive  them  of  the  right  to  vote  in 
the  bnonesB  meetings,  were  soon  taken.  This  action  culminated  in 
adiviaion  in  the  Anti-Slavery  Association.  Jn  the  annual  meeting 
in  May,  184:0,  a  formal  vote  was  taken  on  the  appointment  of  Abby 
Kelly  on  a  business  committee  and  was  sustained  by  over  one  hun- 
dred majority  in  favor  of  woman's  right  to  take  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Society.  Pendinc:  the  discussion,  cler^jrymen  in  the 
opposition  went  through  the  audience,  vrg'ing  every  woman  who 
agreed  with  them,  to  vote  against  the  motion,  thus  asking  them  to 
do  then  and  there,  what  with  fervid*  eloquence,  on  that  very  occasion, 
they  had  declared  a  sin  against  God  and  Scripture  for  them  to  do 
anywhere.  As  soon  as  the  vote  was  announced,  and  Ahby  Kelly's 
right  on  tlie  business  committee  decided,  the  men,  two  of  uliom 
were  clergymen,  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  committee. 

Thus  Sarah  and  Angelina  Grimke  and  Abby  Kelly,  in  advocating 
liberty  for  the  black  race,  were  early  compelled  to  defend  the  right 
of  free  speech  for  themselves.  They  had  the  double  battle  to  fight 
against  the  tyranny  of  sex  and  color  at  the  same  time,  in  which, 
however,  they  were  well  sustained  by  the  able  pens  of  Lydia  Alaria 
Child  and  Maria  Weston  Chapman.  Their  opponents  were  found 
not  only  in  the  ranks  of  the  New  Enghmd  clergy,  but  among  the 
most  bigoted  Abolitionists  in  (ireat  Britain  and  the  United  States. 
Many  a  man  who  advocated  equality  most  eloquently  for  a  Southern 
plantation,  could  not  tolerate  it  at  his  own  fireside. 

The  question  of  woman's  right  to  speak,  vote,  and  serve  on  com- 
mitteea,  not  only  precipitated  the  division  in  the  ftnka  of  the  Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery  Society,  in  1840,  bat  it  distorbed  the  peace  of  the 
World'a  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  held  that  same  year  in  London. 
The  call  for  that  Convention  invited  delegates  from  all  Anti-Slavery 
oiganizationa.  Accordingly  several  American  societies  saw  fit  to 
send  women,  as  delegates,  to  represent  them  in  that  angnst  assem- 
bly. Bnt  after  going  three  thonsand  miles  to  attend  a  World's  Con- 
vention, it  was  discovered  that  women  formed  no  part  of  the  constit- 
uent elements  of  the  moral  worid.  In  snmmoning  the  friends  of 
the  fllave  from  all  parts  of  the  two  hemispheres  to  meet  in  London, 
John  Boll  never  dreamed  that  woman,  too^  would  answer  to  his  calL 
Imagine  then  the  commotion  in  the  conservative  anti-alaveiy  dreles 
in  England,  when  it  waa  known  that  half  a  doaen  of  those  terrible 
women  who  had  spoken  to  promiscnona  assemblies,  voted  on  men 
and  meaanres,  prayed  and  pstitloned  against  slavery,  women  who 
had  been  mobbed,  ridienled  by  the  press,  and  denooneed  by  the  pnl* 
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pit,  who  bad  been  the  cause  of  settiDg  all  American  AbolitioxiiBts  by 
the  ean,'  and  split  their  ranka  asunder,  were  on  ^heir  wi^  to  En- 
gland. Their  fean  of  these  formidable  and  belligerent  women  must 
have  been  somewhat  appeased  when  Luoretia  Mott,  Sarah  Pagh, 
Abby  Kimber,  Elizabeth  Keal,  Mary  Grew,  of  Philadelphia,  in 
modest  Quaker  costume,  Ann  Green  Phillips,  Emily  Winslow,  and 
Abby  South  wick,  of  Boston,  all  women  of  rofioement  and  education, 
and  several,  still  in  their  twenties,  landed  at  last  on  the  soil  of  Great 
Britain.  Many  wlio  had  awaited  their  coming  with  mach  trepida- 
tion, gave  a  sigh  of  relief,  on  being  introdnced  to  Lncmtia  Mott, 
learning  that  she  represented  tUe  moat  dangerous  elements  in  the 
delation.  The  American  clergymen  who  had  landed  a  few  days 
before,  had  been  busily  engaged  in  fanning  the  English  projndicee 
into  active  hostility  against  the  admission  of  these  women  to  the 
Oonvention.  In  every  drde  of  Abolitionists  this  waa  the  theme, 
and  the  discussioD  grew  more  bitter,  persona},  and  exasperating 
every  hour. 

The  12th  of  June  dawned  bright  and  beautiful  on  these  discordant 
elements,  and  at  an  early  hour  anti-slavery  delegates  from  different 

countries  wended  their  way  through  the  crooked  streets  of  London 
to  Freemasons'  TTall.  Entering  the  vestibule,  little  groups  might  be 
seen  gathered  here  and  tliere,  earnestly  discussing  the  best  disposition 
to  make  of  tho.<e  women  delegates  from  America.  The  excitemeut 
and  vehemence  of  protest  and  dcnunt  iation  could  not  liave  been 
greater,  if  the  news  had  come  that  the  French  were  al)ont  to  invade 
England.  In  vain  those  obdurate  women  had  been  conjured  to  with- 
hold their  credentials,  and  not  thrust  a  question  that  must  produce 
such  discord  on  ti)e  Convention.  Lucretia  Mott,  in  her  calm,  firai 
manner,  insisted  that  the  delegates  had  no  disci etionary  power  in 
the  proj)osed  action,  and  the  responsibility  of  accepting  or  rejecting 
them  must  rest  on  the  Convention. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  the  spacious  Hall  being  filled,  the  Convention 
was  called  to  order.  The  venerable  Thomas  Clarkftun,  who  was  to 
be  President,  on  entering,  was  received  by  the  large  audience  stind- 
ing;  owing  to  his  fctble  health,  the  chairman  requested  that  there 
should  be  no  other  demonstrations.  As  soon  as  Thomas  Clarksoa 
withdrew,  Wendell  Phillii»s  made  the  following  motion  : 

**  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  correct  list  of  the 
members  of  this  Convexition,  with  instructions  to  include  in  such  iist, 
all  persons  bearing  eredentialB  from  any  Anti-SlaTerj  body." 

This  motion  at  once  opened  the  debate  on  the  admission  of  women 
delegatea. 
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Mr.  Phillips:  When  the  call  reached  America  we  found  that  it  was  an 
invitation  to  the  friends  of  the  slave  of  every  nation  and  of  every  chine. 
Ilaaniohaaetts  bos  for  mvenl  yean  anted  on  the  principle  of  admitting 
wommk  to  an  eqaal  seat  with  inen,  f  n  the  deliberative  bodies  of  anti-daT- 
ery  eocieties.  When  the  Maeaachusetta  Anti-Slavery  Society  received  tliat 
pvaper,  it  interpreted  it,  as  it  was  its  duty,  in  its  broadest  and  most  liberal 
sense.  If  there  be  any  other  paper,  emanating  from  the  Committee,  lim- 
iting to  one  sex  the  qualification  of  momburHhip,  there  is  no  proof;  and,  as 
an  individual,  I  have  no  knowledge  that  such  a  paper  ever  reached  Massa- 
ehnaetts.  We  stand  here  In  oonseqoenoe  of  your  invitation,  and  know- 
ing our  custom,  as  it  must  be  presumed  yon  did,  we  had  a  fight  to  Inter- 
pret friends  of  the  slave,'*  to  include  women  as  well  as  men.  In  such 
circumstances,  we  do  not  think  it  just  or  equitable  to  that  State,  nor  to 
America  in  general,  that,  after  the  trouble,  the  sacrifice,  the  self-devotion 
of  a  part  of  those  who  leave  their  families  and  kindred  and  occupations 
in  tiielr  own  land,  to  eorne  three  thousand  miles  to  attend  this  Woild*s 
GonYention,  they  should  be  refused  a  place  in  Its  delibmatlons. 

One  of  the  Committee  who  issued  the  call,  said :  As  soon  as  we  heard  the 
liberal  interpretation  Americans  had  given  to  our  first  invitation,  we 
issued  another  as  early  as  Feb.  15,  in  which  the  description  of  those  who 
are  to  form  the  Convention  is  set  forth  as  consisting  of  gentlemen." 

Br.  Bowsing:  I  think  the  eostom  of  exelnding  females  is  more  honored 
in  its  brsaeh  tiian  in  its  observanee.  Jn  tiiis  oountry  sover^gn  rule  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  female,  and  one  who  has  been  exercising  her 
preat  and-  benignant  influence  in  opposing  slavery  by  sanetioning,  no 
doubt,  the  presence  of  her  illustrious  consort  at  an  anti-slavery  m-eet- 
ing.  We  are  associated  with  a  body  of  Christians  (Quakers)  who  have 
l^ven  to  tiislr  women  a  great,  honoiable,  and  religions  prominenoe.  I 
look  upon  this  delegation  tram  Ameriea  as  one  of  the  most  interesting, 
the  most  encouraging,  and  the  most  delightfhl  symptoms  of  the  times. 
T  can  not  believe  that  wo  shall  refuse  to  weleome  gratefully  the  eo-opersr 
tion  which  is  offered  us. 

T)ie  Ber.  J.  Bomet,  an  EDglishman,  made  a  most  touching  ajqpeal 
to  the  American  ladies,  to  conform  to  English  prejndioes  and  cofr* 
torn,  80  far  as  to  withdraw  tiieir  credentials,  as  it  never  did  occur  to 
the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society  that  &ey  were  inviting 
ladiee.  It  is  better,  said  be,  that  this  Convention  shoald  be  dissolved 
at  this  moment  than  this  motion  shoald  be  adopted. 

The  Bev.  Henry  Grew,  of  Philadelphia:  Tb»  reoeption  of  women  as  a 
part  of  tills  Oonventioii  would,  in  tiie  view  of  many,  be  not  only  a  vio- 
lation of  the  customs  of  England,  but  of  the  ordinanoe  of  Almighty  Gk>d, 

who  has  a  right  to  appoint  our  services  to  His  sovereign  will. 

Rev.  Eben  Galusha,  New  York :  In  support  of  the  other  side  of  this 
question,  reference  has  been  made  to  your  Sovereign.  I  most  cordLfdly 
approve  of  her  policy  and  sound  wisdom,  and  commend  to  the  con- 
■idaration  of  our  Ameriean  female  ftiends  who  are  so  deeply  interested 
in  the  snbjeet,  the  eiample  of  your  noble  Queen,  who  by  sanctioning  her 
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consort,  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  in  taking  the  chair  on  an 
occasion  not  diswiiuilar  to  tills,  showed  her  sense  of  propriety  by  ptitting 
ber  Head  foremost  in  an  assembly  of  gentlemen.  I  have  no  objection  to 
ir(M0iaa*8  being  the  neek  to  tnra  the  bead  aright,  bat  do  not  wish  to  see 
her  aasame  the  plaoe  of  the  heed. 

George  Bradburn,  of  Ma«i.:  We  ere  told  that  it  would  be  oatragingthe 
custoiUH  of  England  to  allow  women  to  sit  in  this  Convention.  I  have  a 
great  respect  for  the  customs  of  old  Kitgland.  But  I  ask.  ijpntlemen,  if 
it  be  right  to  set  up  the  customs  and  habits,  not  to  say  prejudices  of  £n- 
gllsbmen,  ee  a  stejidud  for  the  govaninumt  on  this  ooeesion  of  Ameri- 
cans, and  of  persons  belonging  to  several  otlier  independent  nations.  I 
ean  see  neither  reason  nor  policy  in  so  doing.  Besides,  I  deprecate  the 
principle  of  the  objection.  In  America  it  would  exclude  from  our  conven- 
tions all  persons  of  color,  for  there  customs,  habits,  tastes,  prejudices, 
would  be  outraged  by  their  admission.  And  I  do  not  wish  to  be  deprived 
of  the  ud  of  those  who  have  done  so  much  for  this  cause,  for  the  pur> 
poee  of  gratifying  any  mere  enstom  or  prejudice.  Women  have  fttmished 
most  essential  aid  in  accomplishing  what  has  been  done  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.  If,  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  I  have  been  able  to  do 
anything  in  furtherance  of  that  cause,  by  keeping  on  my  legs  eight  or 
ten  hours  day  atter  day,  it  was  mainly  owing  to  the  valuable  assistance 
I  deriTed  from  the  women.  And  shall  such  women  be  denied  seats  in 
this  Conventiont  My  friend  George  Thompson,  yonder,  can  testily  to 
the  lUthfril  services  rendered  to  tiiis  cause  by  ^ose  same  women.  •  He 
can  tell  you  that  when  "  gentlemen  of  property  and  standing'*  in  "broad 
day  "  and  "  broadcloth,"  undertook  to  drive  him  from  Boston,  puttincr  hi*? 
life  in  peril,  it  was  our  women  wlio  made  tlieir  own  persons  a  bulwark  of 
protection  arouud  him.  And  shall  such  women  be  refused  seau  here  in 
a  Ck»nventton  seeking  the  emancipation  of  slaves  throoghont  the  world  I 
What  a  misnomer  to  oaU  this  a  Worid*s  Convention  of  Aboliiicmists, 
when  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  thorough-going  Abolitionists  in  the 
world  are  denied  the  right  to  be  reprseented  in  it  by  delee^tes  of  their 
own  choice. 

And  thoB  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour  did  ICr.  Bradbnm,  six 
feet  hi§^  and  well'proportioned,  with  vehement  gesdcnlations  and 
voice  of  thunder,  bombard  the  prejndices  of  England  and  the 
h jpociides  of  America. 

George  Thompson :  I  have  listened  to  the  arguments  advanced  on  this 
side  and  on  that  side  of  this  vexed  qoestton.  I  listened  with  pntfoond 
attention  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Burnet,  expecting  that  flrom  him,  as 

I  wa.-  ju>ti(k>d  in  expecting,  I  should  hear  the  strongest  arguments  that 
could  be  adduced  on  this,  or  any  other  subjoct  upon  which  he  might  be 
pleased  to  employ  his  talents,  or  which  he  might  adorn  with  his  elo- 
quence. What  are  his  arguments?  Let  it  be  premised,  as  I  speak  in  the 
presenee  of  Amedaan  friends,  that  that  gentleman  is  one  of  the  best  cohp- 
trovecslalists  in  the  country,  and  one  of  the  best  authorities  upon  qne»> 
tions  of  bnsineas,  points  of  order,  and  matters  of  principle.  What  ate 
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Ihe  strongest  argamenta,  which  one  of  the  greatest  champions  on  any 
^estion  which  he  ehoosM  to  etpoufle,  has  brought  tomnsOLt  They  m 
these: 

l«t.  Thftt  Enierlt«h  phnaeology  •hoaM  be  conatraed  teoordlog  to  Enffrttsh  ntega. 
LV1  Ttiat  ft  wLLs  noTor  coiitomplBtedl7tlie  uti-fllaTeiy  committee  that  ledlCs  alioiild 
oecopj  a  teat  in  this  CooTentioa. 
U.  That  flie  todies  of  Eoglaod  are  not  here  a«  delef^atea. 
ith.  That  be  haa  no  dedre  to  offer  an  aflhmt  to  the  Udles  now  preieot. 

TTcre  I  presume  aro  tho  strongegt  arguments  the  gentleman  has  to 
adduce,  for  he  never  fails  to  use  to  the  best  advantage  tlie  rosourees 
within  his  reach.  I  look  at  these  arguments,  and  I  place  on  the  other 
ride  of  the  qaesttco,  the  fiMt  that  there  aie  In  this  assembly  ladies  who 
pvesent  themselTes  as  delegates  front  ths  oldest  soeiettes  in  America* 
I  expected  that  Mr.  Bamet  would,  as  he  was  bound  to  do,  if  ho  intended 
to  offer  a  snrcessfnl  opposition  to  their  introduction  into  this  Conven- 
tion, grappk'  with  the  conntitutionality  of  their  credentials.  I  thought 
be  would  come  to  the  question  of  title.  I  thought  he  would  dispute 
the  right  of  a  oonventlon  assembled  In  Philadelphia,  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  consisting  of  delegates  from  dURsrent  States  In  the 
Union,  and  comprised  qH  individuals  of  both  sexes,  to  send  one  or 
all  of  the  ladies  now  in  our  presence.  I  thought  he  would  grapple  with 
the  fact,  that  those  ladies  came  to  us  who  have  no  slavery  fmni  a  coun* 
try  in  which  they  have  slaves,  as  the  ropreseutatives  of  two  millions  and 
a  half  of  captives.  Let  gentlemen,  when  thej  cmne  to  vote  on  this  qnes- 
tlon«  remember,  that  in  receiving  or  rejecting  these  ladies*  they  acknowl- 
edge or  despise  [lond  cries  of  Ko,  no].  I  ask  gentlemen,  who  shout  no^** 
if  they  know  the  npplinntion  I  am  about  to  make.  I  did  not  mean  to 
say  you  would  despise  the  ladies,  but  that  you  would,  by  your  vote, 
acknowledge  or  despise  the  parties  whose  cause  they  espouse.  It  appears 
we  are  prepared  to  sanction  ladies  in  the  employment  of  all  means,  so 
long  as  they  ate  confessedly  nneqnal  with  ourselves.  It  seems  that  the 
grand  objection  to  their  appearance  amongst  us  is  this,  that  it  would  be 
placing  them  on  a  footing  of  equality,  and  that  would  bo  contrary  to 
principle  and  custom.  For  years  the  women  of  America  have  carried 
their  banner  in  the  van,  while  the  men  have  humbly  followed  in  the 
rear.  It  Is  well  known  that  the  National  Society  solicited  Angelina 
Orimke  to  undertake  a  mission  through  New  En^^d,  to  rouse  the 
attention  of  the  women  to  the  wrongs  of  slavery,  and  that  that  distin- 
guished woman  displayed  her  talents  not  only  in  the  drawing-room, 
but  before  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts.  Let  us  contrast  our  conduct 
with  that  of  the  iSenators  and  Representatives  of  Massachusetts  who  did 
not  disdain  to  hear  her.  It  was  In  consequence  of  her  exertions,  which 
leceived  the  wannest  afipfoval  of  the  National  Society,  that  that  Interest 
spmng  np  which  has  awakened  such  an  intense  feeling  throughout 
America.  Then  with  reference  to  efficient  umnagement.  tiie  most  vigor- 
ous  anti-slavery  societies  are  those  which  are  managed  by  latlies. 

If  now,  after  the  expression  of  opinion  on  various  sides,  the  motion 
should  be  withdrawn  with  the  consent  of  all  parties,  I  should  be  fl^ad. 
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But  when  I  look  at  tho  arpnraents  n^ain-^t  the  title  of  thopp  wnmon  to  sit 
amongst  us,  I  can  not  but  consider  them  frivolous  and  groundless.  The 
simple  question  before  us  is,  whether  these  ladies,  taking  into  account 
their  credentials,  the  talent  they  have  displayed,  the  sufferings  they  liave 
endoredf  the  Joaniejr  tbey  bave  nndertakeiii  ahoald  1>6  aoknowledged  by 
us,  in  Tiitne  of  these  h^h  titles,  or  ehoald  be  ehnt  oat  for  the  reasons 
stated. 

Mr.  Phillips,  being  nrgod  on  all  sides  to  withdraw  his  motion,  said: 
It  has  b«'-Mi  hinted  very  respectfully  by  two  or  throe  speakers  that 
the  delegates  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts  should  withdraw  their 
eredenttals*  or  the  motion  before  the  meeting.  The  one  appears  to  me 
to  be  eqaivalent  to  the  ottier.  If  this  motion  be  wltiidrawn  we  most 
have  another.  I  would  merely  ask  whether  any  man  ean  suppose  that  the 
delegates  from  Massachusetts  or  Pennsylvania  can  take  upon  their 
shoulders  the  responsibility  of  withdrawing  that  list  of  delegates  from 
your  table,  which  their  constituents  told  thorn  to  place  there,  and  whom 
they  saoetioned  as  their  lit  representatives,  beoanse  this  Conyention 
tells  ns  that  it  is  not  ready  to  meet  the  ifdleole  of  the  morning  pajwrs, 
and  to  stand  np  against  the  customs  of  Bng^nd.  In  America  we  listen 
to  no  such  arguments.  If  we  had  done  so  we  had  never  been  here  as 
Abolitionists.  It  is  tho  custom  there  not  to  admit  colored  men  into 
respectable  society,  and  we  have  been  told  again  and  again  that  we  are 
outraging  the  decencies  of  humanity  when  we  permit  colored  men  to  sit 
by  onr  ^de.  When  we  have  submitted  to  Ijriek-bats,  and  the  tar  tub 
and  feathers  io  America,  rather  than  yield  to  the  custom  prevalent  there 
of  not  admitting  colored  brethren  into  our  friendship,  shall  we  yield  to 
parallel  custom  or  prejudice  against  women  in  Old  England?  Wo  can 
not  yield  this  question  if  we  would;  for  it  is  a  matter  of  conscience. 
But  we  would  not  yield  it  on  the  ground  of  expediency.  In  doing  so  we 
should  feel  that  we  were  striking  off  the  ri^t  aim  of  oar  enterprise.  We 
oonld  not  go  ba«sk  to  Amerlea  to  ask  for  any  aid  from  the  women  of  Mas- 
sachusetts if  we  had  dMerted  them,  when  they  chose  to  send  out  their 
own  sisters  as  their  representatives  here.  We  could  not  go  back  to  Mas- 
sachusetts and  assert  tho  uuchangeableness  of  spirit  on  the  question. 
We  have  argued  it  over  and  over  agaiu,  and  decided  it  time  after  time, 
in  every  soeiety  in  the  land,  in  favor  of  the  women.  We  have  not  changed 
by  cKossing  the  water.  We  stand  here  the  advocates  of  the  same  piin* 
ciple  that  we  contend  for  in  America.  We  think  it  right  for  women  to 
sit  by  our  side  there,  and  we  think  it  right  for  them  to  do  the  same  hero. 
We  ask  the  Convention  to  admit  them;  if  they  do  not  choose  to  grant 
it,  the  responsibility  rests  on  their  shoulders.  Massachusetts  can  not 
tarn  adde,  or  suoeumb  to  any  prejudloes  or  customs  even  in  the  land 
she  looks  npon  with  so  much  reverence  as  the  land  of  Wllberforce,  of 
Clarkson,  and  of  O'Connell.  It  is  a  matter  of  conscience,  and  British 
virtue  ou^ht  not  to  ask  us  to  yiehl. 

Mr.  Ashurst:  You  are  convened  to  iufluenee  society  upon  a  subject 
connected  with  the  kindliest  feelings  of  our  nature;  and  being  the  tirst 
assembly  met  to  shake  hands  with  other  nations,  and  employ  your  com- 
bined efforts  to  annihilate  daveiy  throughout  the  worid,  are  you  to  com 
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mence  hy  sayiug,  you  will  take  away  the  rights  of  one-half  of  creation  ! 
This  i«  the  principle  which  you  are  patting  forward. 

The  Rev.  A.  Harvey,  of  GUuigow :  It  was  stated  by  a  brother  from  Amer^ 
lea.  that  with  him  it  le  a  matter  of  conscienoe,  and  It  ie  a  question  of 

conscience  with  me  too.  I  have  certain  views  in  relation  to  the  teaching 
of  the  Word  of  God,  and  of  the  particular  sphere  in  which  woman  is  to 
act.  I  must  say,  whether  I  am  right  in  my  interpn>tations  of  the  Word 
of  God  or  not,  that  my  own  decided  convictions  are,  if  I  were  to  give  a 
vote  in  ftnror  of  Ibmales,  eitting  and  deliberating  in  sneh  an  asiembly  as 
this,  that  I  ehoald  be  acting  in  opposition  to  the  plain  teaehing  of  the 
Word  of  God.  I  may  be  wrong,  bat  I  have  a  consdence  on  the  sabjeet, 
and  I  am  sure  there  are  a  number  present  of  the  same  mind. 

Captain  Wanehope,  R.  N.,  delegate  from  Carlisle:  I  entreat  tlit'  ladies 
not  to  pu»U  this  question  too  far.  I  wish  to  know  whether  our  friends 
from  ijneilea  are  to  east  off  England  altogether.  Have  we  not  glyen 
£80,000,000  of  oar  money  for  the  purpose  of  doing  away  with  the  abomina- 
tions of  slavery?  Is  not  that  proof  that  we  are  in  earnest  about  it? 

James  C.  Puller:  One  friend  said  that  this  question  should  have  been 
settled  on  the  oth^  r  side  of  the  Atlantic  Why,  it  was  there  decided  in 
favor  of  woman  a  year  ago. 

Jaanee  Gillespie  Bimey:  It  has  been  stated  that  the  right  of  women  to 
sit  and  aet  in  all  lespeots  as  men  in  onr  antl-slaTeiy  essooiatlons,  was 
dedded  in  the  afllrmatiTe  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Anti* 
Slavery  Society  in  May,  1839.  It  is  true  tho  claim  was  bo  decided  on  that 
occa.'-ion,  but  not  by  a  large  majority;  whilat  it  is  also  true  that  the  major- 
ity was  swelled  by  the  votes  of  the  women  themselves.  I  have  j  ust  received 
a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Ifew  York  (Louis  Tappan),  communicating 
the  Uset,  that  the  persistenoe  of  the  flriends  of  promlseaoas  female  repre- 
sentation In  pressing  that  praetiee  on  the  Amerioau  Anti-Slavery  Society, 
at  its  annual  meeting  on  the  twelfth  of  last  month,  had  caused  such  dis- 
agreement among  the  members  presont,  that  he  and  others  who  viewed 
the  subject  as  he  did,  wore  then  deliberating  on  measures  for  seceding 
from  the  old  organization. 

B«T.  C.  Stout:  Vy  vote  is  that  we  oonllfm  the  Use  of  delegates,  that  we 
take  votes  on  that  as  aa  «mendmscit,aad  that  we  heneefbrth  entertain  this 
question  no  more.  Are  we  not  met  here  pledged  to  saoriflee  all  but  every- 
thing, in  order  that  wo  may  do  something  against  slavery,  and  ^liall  we 
be  divided  on  this  paltry  question  and  suffer  tho  wlu)!*^  tide  of  beiKn  o- 
lence  to  be  stopped  by  a  straw  f  No  I  You  talk  of  being  men,  then  be 
men  t  Oonslder  what  Is  worthy  of  year  attentton. 

Bev.  Dr.  Morrison :  I  feel,  I  believe,  as  oar  brethren  from  America  end 
many  Engli.sh  friends  do  at  this  moment,  tliat  we  are  treading  on  the 
brink  of  a  precipice;  and  that  precipice  is  the  awaking  in  onr  bosoms  by 
thif«  discussion,  feelings  that  will  not  only  be  averse  to  the  great  object 
for  which  we  have  assembled,  but  inconsistent,  perhaps,  in  some  degree, 
with  the  Christian  spirit  which,  I  trust,  will  pervade  all  meetings  oon* 
neeted  with  the  Anti-Slavery  oaose.  We  have  been  nnanlmons  agidnst 
the  common  foe,  but  we  are  this  day  in  danger  of  creating  division  among 
heartfelt  friends.  Will  onr  American  brethren  put  us  in  this  positioni 
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Will  they  keep  up  a  discussion  in  which  the  delicacy,  the  honor,  the  re- 
speotability  of  those  excellent  females  who  have  come  from  the  Webtem 
world  ue  oonoMiMdff  I  tremUe  at  the  tboagbt  of  diaeaiahig  tbo  qoM- 
tion  In  tho  prasenoe  of  them  ladlee^for  whom  I  entertain  the  most  pro- 
f6and  respect — and  I  am  bold  to  saj,  that  but  for  the  introduction  off 
the  question  of  woman's  rights,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  shrinking 
nature  of  woman  to  aubject  itself  to  the  infliction  of  such  a  discussion 
as  this. 

As  the  liour  was  late,  and  aa  the  paltry  srgaments  of  the  oppo- 
sition were  onwortihj  much  coneideration — as  the  reader  will  see 
from  the  gpedmena  given — Mr.  Phillips'  reply  was  brief,  consisting 
of  the  correction  of  a  few  mistakes  made  by  different  speakers.  The 
vote  was  taken,  and  the  women  excluded  as  delegates  of  the  Con- 
Tention,  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

Geofge  niompeoQ:  I  hope»  as  the  qoestton  Is  now  deetded,  that  Mr. 
Phillips  ^ill  give  ns  the  aasotanoe  that  we  shall  psooeed  with  one  heart 

and  one  mind. 

Mr.  Phillips  replied:  I  havo  no  doubt  of  it.  There  is  no  unpleasant 
feeling  in  our  minds.  I  have  no  doubt  the  women  will  sit  with  as  much 
interest  behind  the  bar*  as  though  the  original  proposition  bad  been 
carried  in  the  afBrmatiye.  All  we  asked  was  an  expiesslon  of  opinion, 
and,  having  obtained  it»  we  shall  now  aet  with  the  utmost  ooidlality. 

Would  there  have  been  no  unpleasant  feelings  in  Wendell  Phil- 
lips' mind,  had  Frederick  Dontjrlass  and  JRol>ort  Purvis  been  re- 
fused their  seats  in  a  convention  of  refomici-s  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances? and,  had  they  ligtcned  one  entire  day  to  debates  on 
their  peculiar  litness  for  plantation  life,  and  unfitness  for  the  foruin 
and  pnl)]ic  assemblies,  and  been  rejected  as  delegates  on  the  ground 
of  color,  could  Wendell  Phillips  have  so  far  mistaken  their  real  feel- 
ings, and  been  so  insensible  to  the  insults  offered  them,  as  to  have 
told  a  Convention  of  men  who  liad  just  trampled  on  their  most  sa- 
cred rights,  that  "they  would  no  doubt  sit  with  as  much  interest 
behind  the  bar,  as  in  the  Convention"?  To  stand  in  that  august 
assembly  and  maiulaia  the  unj)upular  heresy  of  womanV  equality  ' 
Mas  a  severe  ordeal  for  a  young  man  to  pass  through,  and  Wen- 
dell Phillips,  who  accepted  the  odium  of  presenting  this  question  to 
the  Convention,  and  thus  earned  the  sincere  gratitude  of  all  woman- 
kind, migbt  be  considered  as  above  criticism,  though  he  may 
have  failed  at  one  point  to  understand  the  feelings  c>f  woman. 
Tbe  fact  is  important  to  mention,  however,  to  show  that  it  is 
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almoet  impOfisible  for  the  most  lit)era]  of  men  to  nnderetand  wliat 

liberty  means  for  woman.  This  sacrifice  of  human  ri^ts,  by  men 
who  had  assembled  from  all  qaarters  of  the  globe  to  proclaim  nni- 
veisal  emancipation,  was  offered  up  in  the  presence  of  such  women 
as  Lady  ByTOQ,  Anna  Jameeon,  Amelia  Opie,  Mary  Howitt^ 
Elizabeth  Fry,  and  our  own  Lncretia  Mott.  The  clergy  with 
few  exceptions  were  bitter  in  their  opposition.  Although,  as  Al)o- 
litionists,  they  had  been  compelled  to  fight  both  Church  and  Bible 
to  prove  the  black  man's  right  to  lilterty,  conscience  forbade  them 
to  stretch  those  sacred  limits  far  enough  to  give  equal  liberty  to 
woman. 

The  leading  men  who  championed  the  cause,  of  the  measure 
in  the  Convention  and  voted  in  the  affirmative,  were  Wendell 
Phillips,  George  Thompson,  George  Bradburn,  Mr.  Ashurst,  Dr. 
Bowring.  and  Henry  B.  Stanton.  Though  Daniel  O'Counell  was 
not  present  during  the  discu.^sion,  having  passed  out  with  the 
President,  yet  in  his  first  speech,  he  referred  to  the  rejected  dele- 
gates, paying  a  beautiful  tribute  to  woman's  influence,  and  saying 
he  cshoukl  li:n  e  been  happy  to  have  added  the  right  word  in  the 
right  place  and  to  have  recorded  bis  vote  in  favor  of  human  equality. 

Williain  Lloyd  Garrison,  having  lieen  delayed  at  sea,  amved 
too  late  to  take  part  in  the  debates.  Learning  on  his  arrivjd 
that  the  women  had  been  rejected  as  delegates,  he  declined 
to  take  his  seat  in  the  Convention ;  and,  through  all  those  in- 
teineting  diflcnssiona  on  a  aobject  so  near  his  heart,  lasting  ten  days, 
he  remained  a  aleut  spectator  in  fhe  galleiy.  What  a  sacrifice  for 
a  prineiple  83  dimly  seen  by  the  few,  and  so  ignorantly  ridioaled  by 
the  many  I  Brave,  noble  Oanison!  May  this  one  aet  keep  his 
memory  fresh  f ororer  in  the  hearts  of  his  oonntiy women  1 

The  one  Abolitionist  who  sustained  Garrison's  position,  and  sat 
with  him  m  the  gallery,  was  Nathaniel  P.  Eogers,  editor  of  the  Herald 
<f  Freedom^  in  Ooneord,  New  Hampshixe^  who  died  in  the  midst  of 
tiie  Anti-Shnrery  strngj^e.  However,  the  debates  in  the  Conven- 
tion had  the  effect  of  lonsing  English  minds  to  thought  on  the 
tjiwiny  of  sez^  and  American  minds  to  the  importance  of  some 
definite  action  toward  woman's  emancipation. 

As  Lncietia  Hott  and  Elisabedi  Oady  Stanton  wended  tiieir  way 
arm  in  arm  down  Great  Queen  Street  that  night,  reviewing  the  ez- 
dtmg  scenes  of  the  day,  they  agreed  to  hold  a  woman's  rights  con- 
vention on  their  return  to  America,  as  the  men  to  whom  they  had 
just  listened  had  manifested  their  great  need  of  some  education  on 
that  qoestion.  Thns  a  missionary  woric  for  the  emancipation  of 
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woman  In  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave''  was 
then  and  there  inaugurated.  As  the  ladies  were  not  allowed  to 
speak  in  the  Convention,  they  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  moniing,  noon, 
and  night  at  their  hotel  on  the  unfortunate  gentlemen  who  were 
domiciled  at  the  same  house.  Mr.  Bimey,  with  his  Inggage,  promptly 
withdrew  after  the  first  encounter,  to  some  more  congenial  haven 
of  rest,  while  the  Bev.  Nathaniel  Colver,  from  Boston,  who  always 
fortified  himself  with  six  eggs  well  beaten  in  a  large  bowl  at  break- 
fast, to  the  horror  of  his  host  and  a  circle  of  aesthetic  friends,  stood 
his  groand  to  the  last — his  physical  proportions  being  his  shield  and 
buckler,  and  his  Bible  (with  Oolver*s  commentaries)  his  weapon  of 
defence.* 

The  movement  for  woman's  suffrage,  both  in  Englaod  and  Amer- 
ica, may  be  dated  from  this  World's  Anti-Slavery  Convention. 


*  Some  of  the  EngliBh  clergy,  dandn^  around  with  Bible  in  hand,  shaking  it  in  the  faces 
of  the  oppoaltion,  prrew  so  vehement,  that  one  would  really  have  thought  that  they  held 
H  commiHiiioQ  from  high  heaven  as  the  possessors  of  all  trath,  and  that  all  progress  in 
bnmim  uSttSn  wm  to  be  sqaared  bf  flidr  IntMprctatlon  of  Serlptnra.  At  iMt  Oeorge 
Bradbam,  exasperated  with  their  narrowness  and  bigotry,  sprang  to  the  floor,  and 
stretcblog  himself  to  his  fall  height,  said :  '*  Prove  to  me,  geutlemen,  that  y oar  Bible 
MmettoDs  the  Avmrj  of  woaun— the  oomplete  •atjngatlon  <rf  oii»4ki]f  the  noe  to  the 
other— and  I  Bhould  feel  that  the  be<tt  work  I  could  do  fbr  hflmuilj  WOUld  bo  tO  miko  S 
gnud  booflte  oi  erecy  BiUe  in  the  UniTeese." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

« 

HEW  TOBK. 

The  Finit  Woman's  Rij^hts  Convcution,  Seneca  Falls,  July  19-20,  1R48— Pro  port. v  Rights 
of  Women  secured — Judge  Fine,  Oeorgo  Geddes,  and  Mr.  Uadlcy  puiibed  tbu  Bill 
tlironfijh-- Bmigcr  of  meddling  -mm  welKtfetlled  oondltlons  of  domMtle  happlflCM^ 

Mrs.  Bnrhara  Ucrtcll*?  will  -Rlchanl  Hunt's  tea-table  —  TTic  pvriifful  day  — Jann^s 
MoU  Fref'idontr— Declaration  of  6enUmeDt« — Convention  in  Rochester— Clergy  igain 
fn  oppoeitimi  wllh  BlUa  tignmeiili. 

Nxw  YoBX  with  its  metropotiB,  fine  hftrbora,  great  lakes  and  riv- 
en ;  its  canals  and  nulroada  uniting  the  extrt>ine!«t  limits,  and  con- 
trolling the  commerce  of  the  world;  with  its  wise  statesmen  and 

wOy  politicians,  long  holding  the  same  relation  to  the  nation  at  large 
that  Paris  is  said  to  hold  to  France,  has  been  proudly  called  by  lier 
sons  and  danghters  the  Empire  State. 

But  the  most  interesting  fact  in  her  history,  to  woman,  is  that  she 
-was  the  first  State  to  emancipate  wives  from  the  slaveiy  of  the  old 
common  law  of  England,  and  to  secure  to  tlicm  eqnal  property 
rights.  This  occnrred  in  1848.  Various  bills  and  petitions,  with 
reference  to  the  civil  ri^^hta  of  woman,  had  been  under  discussion 
twelve  yearS)  and  the  Una!  passage  of  the  |ax>perty  bill  was  due 
in  no  small  measure  to  two  facts,  1st.  The  constitutional  conven- 
tion  in  1847,  which  compelled  the  thinking  people  of  the  State,  and 
especially  the  members  of  the  convention,  to  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  the  fundamental  principles  of  government.  As  in  the  re- 
vision of  a  Constitution  the  State  is  for  the  time  being  resolved  into 
its  original  elements  in  recoguizino;  the  fiiualify  of  all  the  people, 
one  would  naturally  think  that  a  chance  ray  of  iustice  niitrht  have 
fallen  aslant  the  wrongs  of  woman  and  brought  to  the  surface  some 
champion  in  that  convention,  especially  as  some  aggravated  cases  of 
cruelty  in  families  of  wealth  and  position  had  just  at  that  time 
aroused  the  attention  of  influential  men  to  the  whole  question. 
2d.  Among  the  Dutch  aristocracy  of  the  State  there  was  a  vast 
amount  of  dissipation ;  and  as  married  women  could  hold  neither 
property  nor  children  under  the  common  law,  solid,  thrifty  Dutch 
fathers  were  daily  confronted  with  the  fact  that  the  inheritance 
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of  their  daughters,  carefully  aeenmnlated,  would  at  marriage  pass 
into  the  hands  of  dissipated,  impecunious  husbands,  reducing  them 
and  their  cliildren  to  poverty  and  dependence.  Hence  this  inflaen- 
tial  daas  of  citixeiia  heartily  seconded  the  efforts  of  reformers,  then 
demanding  equal  property  lights  in  the  marriage  relation.  Thus  a 
vise  seMshnesB  on  one  side,  and  principle  on  the  other,  pushed  the 
conservatives  and  radicals  into  the  same  channel,  and  both  alike 
found  anchor  in  the  statute  law  of  1848.  This  was  the  death-blow 
to  the  old  Blackstone  code  for  married  women  in  this  country,  and 
ever  since  legislation  has  been  slowly,  bat  steadily,  advanciog  toward 
their  complete  equality. 

Desiring  to  know  who  prompted  the  lei^islative  action  on  the 
Property  Bill  in  1848,  and  the  names  of  our  ebainpions  who  car- 
ried it  successfully  through  after  twelve  years  of  discussioft  and 
petitioning,  a  letter  of  inquiry  was  addrebsed  to  the  Hon.  George 
Geddes  of  the  twentv-second  district — at  that  time  Senator — ^and 
received  the  following  reply : 

FilBMOUlIT,  OVOBDAG-A  CO^  N.T^  ) 

iroo0in(er28,  1880.  C 

HB8.  Matilda  JofiLiir  Gaob: 

Dear  Madam  : — I  was  much  gratified  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
22(1  inst.,  making  inquiries  iuto  tlio  history  of  the  law  of  in  re^nrd 
to  maxried  women  holding  property  independently  of  their  hunbands. 
That  the  "  truth  of  history  "  may  be  made  plain,  I  have  looked  over  the 
jounksls  of  tbe  Senate  and  A«eenibly,  and  taken  full  notes,  whloh  I 
qoest  yon  to  publish,  if  you  pat  any  part  of  this  letter  in  print. 

I  have  very  distinct  recollections  of  the  ivhole  history  of  this  very 
radical  measure.  Judge  Fine,  of  St.  Ijawrence,  was  its  orif^nuator,  and 
he  gave  mo  his  reasons  for  introducing  the  bill.  He  said  that  he  mar- 
ried a  lady  who  had  Bomo  property  of  her  own,  which  he  had,  all  his  life, 
tried  to  Iceep  distinot  from  his,  that  she  might  have  the  benefit  of  her 
own,  in  the  event  of  any  ^Usai^  happening  to  Idm  in  peeonlovy  mat- 
tors.  He  had  found  much  dililenlty,  growing  ont  of  the  old  laws,  in  this 
effort  to  protect  his  wife's  interests. 

Judge  Fine  was  a  stately  man,  and  of  general  conservative  t«Ddencie8, 
just  the  one  to  hold  on  to  the  past,  but  he  was  a  just  man,  and  did  not 
allow  his  practice  as  a  lawyer,  or  his  experience  on  the  benoh,  to  obsmiM 
his  sense  of  right.  I  followed  him,  glad  of  saeh  a  leader. 

I,  too,  had  special  reasons  for  desiring  this  change  in  the  Iaw«  I  had  a 
young  daugiiter,  who,  in  the  then  condition  of  my  health,  was  quite 
likely  to  be  loft  in  tender  years  without  a  father,  and  1  very  much  de- 
sired to  protect  her  in  the  little  property  I  might  be  able  to  leave.  I 
had  an  elaborato  will  drawn  by  my  old  law  preceptor,  VioeOOianeellor 
Lewis  H.  Baodfofd,  ereating  a  tmst  with  all  the  eare  and  teaming  he 
oonld  bring  to  my  aid.  fint  when  the  elaborato  paper  was  finished. 
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Deither  he  or  I  felt  satisfied  with  it.   When  the  law  of  1848  was  paosed, 
•11 1  bad  to  do  was  to  bum  this  wilt 

In  ttde  eonneotlon  I  wish  to  say  tbat  the  Speaker  of  the  Aaeembly,  Mr. 
Hadloy.  gm  aid  io  the  paiMge  of  this  law  that  waa  essentia].  Very 

iK  ur  the  end  of  the  sessimi  of  the  Legislature  he  assured  me  tbat  If  the 
bill  passod  the  S«'ii!it«>.  he  wonld  fee  that  it  pansed  the  House.  By  ex- 
amining my  notes  of  the  Assembly's  action,  you  will  see  that  the  bill 
never  went  to  a  oommittee  of  the  whole  in  that  body,  but  was  sent 
direetly  to  a  sdeot  eommlttoe  to  report  eomplete.  It  waa  the  power  of 
the  Speaker  tiiat  In  this  sammaiy  manner  overrode  the  asoal  legislative 
forms.  The  only  leaeon  Mr.  Hadley  gave  me  for  his  seal  in  tills  matter, 
was  that  it  waa  a  pood  bill  and  ought  to  pass. 

I  believe  this  law  originated  with  Judge  Fine,  without  any  outside 
prompting.  On  the  third  day  of  the  session  he  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  introduce  it,  and  only  one  petition  was  presented  in  favor  of  the 
bm,  and  that  eame  from  Byraoase,  and  was  doe  to  the  aetion  of  my  per-  ' 
sonal  fdends— I  presented  it  neariy  two  months  after  the  bill  had  been 
Introdaeed  to  the  Senate. 

The  rec.'ption  of  the  bill  by  the  Senate  showed  unlooked-for  support 
as  well  as  opposition.  The  mea.sure  was  so  radifjil.  so  extreme,  that 
even  its  friends  bad  doubts;  but  the  moment  any  important  amendment 
was  oflRraed,  np  rose  tiie  whole  ^estkm  of  woman*s  proper  plaee  In  soeiety, 
in  the  fsmlly,  and  everywhere.  We  aU  felt  that  the  laws  regalating  mar^ 
Tied  women's,  as  well  as  married  men's  r^fats,  demanded  careful  revision 
and  adaptation  to  our  times  and  to  our  eivilizntion.  But  no  surh  re- 
vision could  be  perfected  then,  nor  has  it  been  since.  We  meuiit  to  strike 
a  hard  blow,  and  if  possible  shake  the  old  system  of  laws  to  their  foun- 
dations, and  leave  it  to  other  times  and  wiser  eoonoils  to  perfect  a  new 
system. 

We  had  in  the  Senate  a  man  of  matured  years,  who  had  never  had  a 
wife.  He  was  a  lawyer  well-read  in  the  old  books,  and  versed  in  the 
adjudications  which  had  determined  that  hti.aband  and  wife  were  but 
one  person,  and  the  husband  that  person;  and  he  expressed  great  fears 
in  re^^krd  to  meddling  with  this  well-settled  condition  of  domestic  hap- 
piness. This  ehampion  of  the  past  made  long  and  very  able  aignments 
to  show  the  min  this  law  mast  work,  bat  he  voted  for  tiie  bUl  in  the 
flnal  decision. 

The  bill  hung  along  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  until  March  2l8t, 
when  its  great  opponent  being  absent,  I  moved  its  reference  to  a  select 
Committee,  with  power  to  report  it  complete;  that  is,  matured  ready  for 
its  passage.  So  the  bill  was  oat  of  the  arena  of  debate,  and  on  my  mo* 
tion  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiries  in  regard  to  debates  that  preceded  the 
action  of  I  must  say  I  know  of  none,  and  T  am  quite  sure  that  in 

onr  long  discussions  no  allusion  was  made  to  anything  of  the  kind. 
Great  measures  often  occupy  the  thoughts  of  men  and  women,  long  be- 
lote  they  take  snbstantial  form  and  become  things  of  life,  and  I  dmll  not 
dispute  any  one  who  says  that  this  reform  had  been  Hioae^t  of  before 
IMS.  Bat  I  do  insist  the  record  shows  that  Judge  Fine  Is  the  author 
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of  the  law  which  opened  the  way  to  clothe  woman  with  full  rights,  In 
regBfd  to  holding,  using,  and  enjoying  in  erery  way  her  own  property, 
Independently  of  any  hasband. 

I  add  \he  following  extraete  taken  from  the  joamale  of  the  Senate  and 
AfHtMiibly  of  1848,  viz: 

SeiiHtf  journal  for  1848.  p.  35.  .January  7th.  Mr.  Firif  crave  notice  tliat 
he  would,  at  an  early  day,  a-sk  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  more 
eflSsotual  proteotion  of  the  property  of  married  women." 

Jan.  8th,  p.  47.  *'  Mr.  Fine  introdooed  *  the  hill,'  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee/*  which  eonslBted  of  lir.  Wilkin,  Mr.  Fine, 
and  Mr.  Cole. 

Feb.  7th,  p.  157.  Mr.  Wilkin  reported  the  bill  favorably,  and  it  was 
sent  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Feb.  88d.  Mr.  G(«ddeii  preeeoted  the  petition  of  three  hundred  eitixene 
of  Syraouse  praying  tot  the  paaeage  of  a  law  to  protect  the  rig^ta  of  mar- 

■  riod  women. 

March  1st.  p.  242.  *'  The  Senate  spent  some  tiine  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  "  on  the  bill,  and  reported  projjre.ss.  and  had  leave  to  sit  afi^ain. 

March  3d,  p.  250.  The  Senate  again  in  Committee  of  the  W^hole  on 
thisbai. 

March  10th,  p.  814.  Hie  Senate  again  In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 

this  bill. 

March  21  .st,  p.  352.  Mr.  Lawronoe.  from  Committee  of  the  NVhole,  re- 
ported the  bill  with  some  amendments.  '^Thereupon  ordered  that  said 
bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Fine,  Mr.  Geddes, 
and  Mr.  Hawley  to  report  <K>mplote.** 

Maroh  Slst,  p.  854.  **  Mr.  Qeddea,  from  the  Seleet  Committee,  reported 
complete,  with  amendments,  the  bill  entitled  *An  Act  for  the  more 
efr<>ct!i{il  yirotertion  of  the  property  of  married  women,'  which  report  was 

laid  on  the  tal)le." 

March  28th,  p.  420.  "  On  motion  of  Mr.  Geddes,  the  Senate  then  pro- 
oeeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  <rf  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
bill  entitled  '  (as  abore)',  which  report  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading." 

March  29th,  p  443.  The  bill  entitled  "  (as  above)  "  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed — ayes,  23;  nays,  1,  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Betts,  Bond,  Brownson,  Burch,  Cofflu,  Colo,  Cook,  Com- 
well,  Fine,  Floyd,  Fox,  Fuller,  Qeddes,  S.  H.  P.  Hall,  Hawley,  Johnson, 
Lawrence.  Little,  Martin,  Smith,  Wallon,  Wilkin,  Williams,  28. 

JVrty*— Clark,  1. 

April  7th,  p.  £41.  The  bill  was  returned  from  the  Assembly,  with  ito 
concurrence. 

Its  history  in  the  Assembly  (see  U9  Journal^ : 

March  89th,  p.  966.  A  message  from  the  Senate,  requesting  the  con 
currence  of  the  Assembly  to  "  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  protection 
of  the  property  of  married  women."    On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the 
bill  was  sent  to  a  Committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Campbell,  Brigham, 
Myers,  Coe,  and  Crocker,  to  report  complete  (see  page  967). 
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April  let,  page  1086.  Mr.  Campbell  reported  in  fik^or  of  Its  pCMMge, 
p.  1C86.  Beport  agreed  to  by  the  Houae. 

April  6,  p.  1129.  Mr.  Ck>lUns  moved  to  recommit  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee ibr  amendment.   Hie  motioii  lailed,  and  the  biU  passed  (p.  1180). 

Ayes.  93.    Xays,  1). 
The  Governor  put  liis  name  to  the  bill  and  thua  it  became  a  law. 

Please  reply  to  me  and  let  me  know  whether  I  have  made  this  matter 
clear  to  you. 

Very  respeetfbUy, 

Geo.  Gsddbs. 

When  the  fint  bill  was  introduced  hy  Judge  Hertell  in  1836,  he 
made  a  veiy  elaborate  aigiimcnt  in  its  favor,  oOTOring  all  objections, 
and  ghowing  the  incontestable  jnstioc  of  the  measure.  Being  too 
Toluminons  for  a  newspaper  report  it  was  pablished  in  pamphlet 
form.  His  wife,  Barbara  Amelia  Ilertell,  djing  a  few  years  since, 
by  her  will  left  a  sum  for  the  republication  of  this  exhaustive  argu- 
ment, thus  keeping  the  memory  of  her  husband  green  in  the  hearts 
of  his  country  women,  and  expressing  her  own  high  appreciation  of 
its  value.  • 

Step  by  step  the  Middle  and  New  England  States  began  to  modify 
their  laws,  but  the  Western  States,  in  their  Coiistitntioiis,  were  li1>- 
cnil  in  starting.    TIhh  tlie  diticussions  in  the  constitutional  conven 
tion  and  the  legislature,  heialdod  by  the  press  to  every  school  dis- 
trict, culminated  at  last  in  a  woman's  riirhts  convention. 

The  i'<efieoa  County  Courier,  a  semi-weekly  journal,  of  July  l'^ 
1S48,  contained  the  following  startling  annooncement : 

SBNBOA  PALLS  OOOTrEMTIOir. 

WoKAH*8  Rights  CoNVERrxoir.— A  ConTentlon  to  diseuBs  the  aoeial, 
^▼0,  and  religions  oondition  and  rights  of  woman,  will  be  held  in  the 

Wesleyan  Chnp*  1,  at  SeneeaFoUs,  K.  T,,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
the  lOtli  and  20rh  of  .July,  current;  enmmeneing  at  10  o'elock  AM.  Dur- 
ing the  tirst  day  the  meeting'  will  be  fxclusiv»^ly  for  woiufn,  who  are  ear- 
nestly invited  to  attend.  The  public  generally  are  invited  to  be  present 
on  the  seeond  day,  when  Lneretta  Mott,  of  Philadelphia,  and  other  la- 
dies and  gentlemen,  will  addrees  the  eonventlon. 

This  call,  without  signature,  was  issued  by  Lncretia  Hott,  Mardia 
0.  'Wright,  Elisabeth  Cady  Stanton,  and  Mary  Ann  Medintock. 
At  this  time  Hrs.  Hott  was  visiting  her  sister  Mrs.  Wright,  at  Au- 
burn, and  attending  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  in  Western  New 
York.  Mrs.  Stanton,  having  recently  removed  from  Boston  to  Sen- 
eca Falls,  finding  the  moet  congenial  assooiationB  in  Quaker  families, 
met  Mrs.  Mott  incidentallj  for  the  first  time  since  her  residence 
there.    Thej  at  once  returned  to  the  topic  they  had  so  often 
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discussed,  walking  arm  in  arm  in  the  streets  of  f^ondon,  and  B<^ 
ton,  "the  propriety  of  holding  a  woman's  convention."  These 
four  ladiet:,  sittiiiir  round  the  tea-table  of  KiclK-ird  FTTiiir,  a  promi- 
nent Friend  near  Waterloo,  derided  to  pnt  their  long-talked-of  reso- 
lution into  action,  and  before  the  twilight  deepenetl  into  night,  the 
call  was  written,  and  sent  to  the  i'^nera  Counff/  Courier.  On  Sun- 
day morning  they  met  in  Mrs.  McCliiitoi  k's  juirlor  to  write  their 
declaration,  resolutions,  and  to  consider  sulijectj^  for  speeches.*  As 
the  convention  was  to  assemble  in  three  days,  the  time  was  short  for 
such  productions;  but  having  no  experience  in  the  modus  operandi 
of  getting  up  conventions,  nor  in  that  kind  of  literature,  they  wore 
quite  innocent  of  the  herculean  labors  they  proposed.  On  the  first 
attempt  to  frame  a  resolution  ;  to  crowd  a  complete  thought,  clearly 
and  concisely,  into  three  lines;  they  felt  as  iielpless  and  hopeless  as 
if  tliev  had  l>eon  suddenly  asked  to  construct  a  steam  engine.  And 
the  hiuniliating  fact  may  as  well  now  be  recorded  tliat  before  taking 
the  initiative  step,  those  ladies  resi«^ned  themselves  to  a  faithful  pe- 
rusal of  various  masculine  productions.  The  reports  of  Peace,  Tem- 
perance, and  Anti-Slavery  conventions  were  examined,  but  all  alike 
seemed  too  tame  and  pacific  for  the  inaagnraticm  of  a  rebellion  such 
as  the  world  had  never  before  seen*  They  knew  women  had  wrongs, 
hot  how  to  state  them  was  the  difficoltj,  and  this  was  inereased  from 
the  fact  that  they  themselves  were  fortunately  organised  and  condi- 
tioned ;  they  were  ndih«r  "sonr  old  maids,**  "  childless  women," 
nor  divorced  wives,"  as  the  newspapers  declared  them  to  be. 
While  they  had  felt  the  insalts  incident  to  sex,  in  many  ways,  as 
every  prood,  thinking  woman  most,  in  the  laws,  religion,  and  liter- 
ature  of  the  world,  and  in  the  invidious  and  degrading  sentiments 
and  cnstoms  of  all  nations,  yet  they  liad  not  in  their  own  experience 
endured  the  coarser  forms  of  tyranny  resulting  f  i-om  unjust  laws,  or 
association  with  immoral  and  unserupnlous  men,  but  they  bad  souls 
large  enough  to  feel  the  wrongs  of  others,  without  being  seariiied 
in  their  own  flesh. 

After  much  dday,  one  of  the  circle  took  up  the  Declaration  of 
1776,  and  read  it  aloud  with  much  spirit  and  emphasis,  and  it  was 
at  once  decided  to  adopt  the  historic  document,  with  some  slight 
changes  such  as  snbrtitutlng  *'all  men"  for  **King  George." 
Knowing  that  women  must  have  more  to  complain  of  than  men 
under  any  circnmstanoes  possibly  could,  and  seeing  the  Fathers  had 
eighteen  grievances,  a  protracted  search  was  made  through  statute 

*  The  AoUque  mahoKeny  center-table  ou  which  this  historic  ducumeot  was  written 
nam  itanda  In  the  parior  of  the  MeCUntoek  family  tn  PhUadelpbta. 
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books,  church  iisasres,  and  tlie  ciii=tomR  of  Bocietv  to  find  that  exact 
number.  Several  well-disposed  men  a.ssisted  in  collectin;^  the 
grievances,  until,  with  the  announcement  of  the  ei«rhteenth,  the 
women  felt  they  had  enoufrh  to  go  before  the  world  witii  a  ijood 
case.  One  youthful  lord  remarked,  "Your  grievaiiccfl  mui-t  be 
grievous  indeed,  when  jou  are  obliged  to  go  to  books  in  order  to 
iind  them  out." 

The  eventful  day  dawned  at  last,  and  crowds  in  carriages  and  on 
foot,  wended  their  way  to  the  Wesleyan  church.  Wlien  those  liav- 
ing  charge  of  the  Declaration,  the  resolutions,  and  several  volumes 
of  the  Statutes  of  New  York  arrived  on  the  Bcene,  lo !  the  door  was 
locked.  However,  an  embryo  Professor  of  Yale  College  was  lifted 
through  an  open  window  to  un!)ar  the  door;  that  done,  the  church 
was  quickly  filled.  It  had  been  decided  to  have  no  men  present,  but 
as  they  were  already  on  the  spot,  and  as  the  women  who  must  take 
the  responsibility  of  organizing  the  meeting,  and  leading  the  diB- 
cussions,  shrank  from  doing  either,  it  was  decided,  in  a  hasty  ooandl 
xoand  the  altar,  that  this  was  an  oeeaaon  when  mea  mi^ht  make 
themaelyes  preeminently  nsef  a1.  It  was  agreed  they  should  remain, 
and  take  the  laboring  oar  through  the  Gonyention. 

James  Molt,  tall  and  dignified,  in  Quaker  costume,  was  called  to 
the  chair;  Mary  MeOlintoek  appointed  Secretary,  Fiederid[  Dong- 
lass,  Samuel  Tillman,  Ansel  Bascom,  £.  W.  Capron,  and  Thomas 
HcGSintock  took  part  throughout  in  the  discussions.  Lucretia  Mott, 
accustomed  to  public  Breaking  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  stated  the 
objects  of  the  OonTeotion,  and  in  taking  a  survey  of  the  degraded 
condition  of  woman  the  world  over,  showed  the  importance  of  in^ 
augnrating  some  movement  for  her  education  and  elevation.  Eliza- 
beth and  Mary  McGlintock,  and  Mrs.  Stanton,  each  read  a  well- 
written  speech ;  Martha  Wr^ht  read  some  satirical  articles  she  had 
published  in  the  daily  papers  answering  the  diatribes  on  woman's 
sphere.  Ansel  Bascom,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  recently  held  in  Albany,  q»oke  at  length  on  the 
property  bill  for  married  women,  just  passed  the  Legislature,  and  the 
discussion  on  woman's  rights  in  at  Ounyention.  Samuel  Tillman^  a 
young  student  of  law,  r^  a  series  of  the  most  exasperating  statutes 
for  women,  from  English  and  American  jurists,  all  reflecting  the 
Undm*  mereiee  of  men  toward  their  wives,  in  taking  care  of  their 
property  and  protecting  them  in  their  civil  rights. 

The  Declaration  having  been  freely  discussed  by  many  present, 
was  re-read  by  Mrs.  Stanton,  and  with  some  slight  amendments 
adopted. 
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UrCLARATIOX  OF  BEXTIMEXTS. 

When,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  necessary  for  one 
portion  of  the  family  of  man  to  a«bume  among  the  people  of  the  earth  a 
poffltion  different  from  that  whioh  they  bave  hitherto  oeoapled,  bat  one 
to  whieh  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  natnra's  Gk>d  entitle  them,  a  decent 
respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they  ehoald  deeltre 
the  cnusef*  that  impel  them  to  such  a  course. 

We  liold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident:  that  nil  men  and  women  are 
created  equal;  tliat  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  witii  certain  ina- 
lienable rights;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  porsoit  of 
happiness;  that  to  seeure  these  rights  goTemments  are  instituted,  derlT- 
ing  their  just  powor(f  from  the  consent  of  the  governed.  Whenever  any 
form  of  covernmeiit  liecomes  destrnctive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  riffht  of 
thope  wlio  suffer  from  it  to  refuse  allegiance  to  it,  and  to  insist  upon  the 
institution  of  a  new  government,  laying  its  foundation  on  such  princi« 
pies,  and  organizing  its  powors  hi  sueh  fbim,  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet 
likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.  Piiidenee,  Indeed,  will  die* 
tat'  fl  at  VI Tnments  long  established  should  not  be  changed  for  light 
and  tr/msient  causes;  and  accordingly  all  exporienco  hath  shown  that 
mankind  are  more  dis^posed  to  suffer,  while  evils  are  sufFerablo,  than  to 
right  tlicmselves  by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  were  accustomed. 
Bat  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  nsurpations,  pursuing  ioTsriably  tiie 
same  o»eet  evinces  a  dedgu  to  redaee  them  under  absolute  despotism, 
it  is  their  duty  to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards 
for  their  future  security.  Sucb  has  been  the  patient  suffcmnce  of  the 
women  under  this  government,  and  such  is  now  the  necessity  which  con- 
strains them  to  demand  the  Qqual  station  to  which  tliey  are  entitled. 

The  history  of  mankind  is  a  histovy  of  repeated  Injuries  and  usurpa- 
tions on  the  part  of  man  toward  woman,  having  In  direet  objeet  the  estab* 
lishmcnt  of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  her.  To  prove  this,  let  fMts  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  candid  world. 

IIo  has  never  permitted  her  to  exeroise  her  inalienable  right  to  the 
elective  franchise. 

He  has  oompelled  her  to  submit  to  laws,  In  ttie  Ibrmation  ol  which  she 
had  no  voice. 

Ho  has  withheld  from  her  rights  which  ate  given  to  the  most  ignorant 

and  degraded  men — both  niitives  and  foreigners. 

Having  deprived  her  of  tliis  lirst  right  of  a  citizen,  the  elective  franchise, 
thereby  leaving  her  without  representation  in  the  halls  of  legislation,  he 
has  oppressed  her  on  all  sides. 

He  has  made  her,  if  married,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  oivllly  dead. 

He  has  taken  from  her  all  right  in  property,  even  to  the  wages  she 
earns. 

He  ha,«  made  her,  morally,  an  irresponsible  being,  as  she  can  commit 
many  crimes  with  impunity,  provided  they  be  done  in  the  presence  of 
her  husband.  In  the  covenant  of  marriage,  she  is  compelled  to  promise 
obedience  to  her  husband,  he  becoming,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  her 
master— the  law  giving  him  power  to  deprive  her  of  her  liberty,  and  to 
administer  chastisement. 
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He  has  so  framed  the  laws  of  divorce,  as  to  what  slinll  tho  proper 
causes,  and  in  case  of  separation,  to  wlioni  tht>  K^^'ir^'i'vii'^hip  of  tlio 
children  shall  be  given,  as  to  be  wholly  regardless  of  the  happinoHs  of 
women— tiie  law,  in  all  eaaee,  gdng  upon  a  false  snppOBitlon  of  the  suprom-^ 
acy  of  man,  and  giving  aJl  power  into  hie  banda. 

After  depriving  her  of  all  rights  as  a  married  woman,  if  single,  and  the 
owner  of  property,  he  has  taxed  her  to  support  a  i^ovomment  which  reo- 
Of>'ruzcs  her  only  when  her  property  can  bo  made  yrolitable  to  it. 

He  hab  monopolized  nearly  all  the  jprofitablu  employuieuts,  and  from 
thoee  she  is  permitted  to  follow,  she  reeetves  bnt  a  soantyzemnneration. 
He  eloses  against  her  all  the  avenaes  to  wealth  and  distinction  which  he 
considers  most  honorable  to  himsell  As  a  teacher  of  theology,  medidne, 
or  law,  she  is  not  known. 

He  has  denied  her  the  facilities  for  obtaining  a  thorough  education, 
all  colleges  being  closed  against  her. 

He  allows  her  in  Cfanreh,  as  well  as  State,  but  a  soboidinate  position, 
elahning  ApostoUe  authority  for  her  exelnsion  from  the  ministry,  and, 
with  some  exceptions,  from  any  public  partidpafion  in  the  aflUrs  of  the 
Church. 

He  has  created  a  false  public  sentiment  by  giving  to  the  world  a  dif- 
ferent code  of  morals  for  men  and  women,  by  which  moral  delinquencies 
which  exclude  women  from  society,  are  not  only  tolerated,  but  deemed  of 
little  account  in  man. 

He  has  usurped  the  prerogative  of  Jehovah  himself,  claiming  it  as  his 
right  to  assign  for  her  a  sphere  of  action,  when  that  belongs  to  her  con- 
scieneo  and  to  her  God. 

Ho  has  endeavored,  in  every  way  that  he  could,  to  destroy  her  confi- 
dence in  her  own  powers,  to  lessen  her  self-respect,  and  to  make  her  will- 
ing to  lead  a  dependent  and  abject  life. 

Now,  in  view  of  this  entire  disfranchiSMnent  of  one-half  the  people 
of  this  country,  their  social  and  relij^ious  deerndation — in  view  of  the 
unjust  laws  above  meiitioiied,  and  because  women  do  feel  themselves 
aggrieved,  oppressed,  and  fraudulently  deprived  of  their  most  sacred 
rights,  we  insist  that  they  have  immediate  admission  to  all  the  rights 
and  fMri^i^ges  which  belong  to  tbem  as  dtisens  of  the  United  States. 

In  entering  upon  the  great  work  before  us,  we  anticipate  no  small 
amount  of  misf-onception,  misrepresentation,  and  ridicule;  but  we  shall 
n.se  every  Instrumentality  within  our  power  to  effect  our  object.  We  shall 
employ  agents,  circulate  tracts,  petition  the  State  and  National  legisla- 
tures, and  endeavor  to  enlist  the  pulpit  and  the  press  in  our  behalf.  We 
hope  this  Convention  will  be  fbltowed  by  a  series  of  Conventions  em- 
bracing every  part  of  the  country. 

.The  follo\viTisr  repoliitions  were  (lt-;pii-^sed  by  Lueretia  Mott, 
Thomas  find  .Marv'  Ann  McClintock,  Amjr  Post,  Catharioe  A.  F.  Steb- 
bins,  and  others,  and  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  great  precept  of  nature  is  conceded  to  be,  that  "man 
shall  pursue  his  own  true  and  substantial  happiness."  Blackstone  in  his 
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Commentaiiee  remarks,  that  this  law  of  Nature  being  ooeral  with  maD- 
Und,  and  dictated  b7  God  htmaelf,  is  kA  eonvM  enperior  ia  obligation  to 

any  other.  It  ia  binding  over  all  the  globe,  in  all  countries  and  at  all 
times;  no  liunian  laws  are  of  any  validity  if  contrary  to  this,  and  such  of 
thent  n.s  aro  valiti,  derive  all  their  force,  and  all  tlioir  validity,  and  all 
their  authority,  mediately  and  immediately,  from  thi»  original;  therefore, 

IZeMlBMi,  Tbat  eaeh  laws  ae  eonfliet,  in  any  way,  with  the  trae  and 
eabstantial  happiness  of  woman,  are  eontnurj  to  the  great  ^eeept  of 
nature  and  of  no  validity,  for  this  is  "superior  in  obligation  to  any  otberJ' 

Resolved,  That  all  laws  which  prevent  woman  from  occupying  such 
a  station  in  society  as  her  conscience  shall  dictate,  or  which  place 
her  in  a  position  inferior  to  that  of  man,  are  contrary  to  the  great  pre- 
cept of  natare,  and  therefore  of  no  foroe  or  anthority. 

Asfolesd,  Tbat  woman  is  man's  equal— was  Intended  to  be  so  by  the 
Creatcnv  and  the  highest  good  of  the  raee  demands  that  she  should  he 
recognized  as  such. 

Hfsolved,  That  the  women  of  thi«  country  ought  to  be  enlightened 
in  rt.'gard  to  the  laws  under  which  they  live,  that  they  may  no  longer 
publish  their  degradation  by  declaring  themselves  satisfied  with  their 
present  position,  nor  their  Ignorance,  by  asserting  that  they  have  all  the 
rights  they  -want. 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  man,  while  claiming  for  himself  intellect- 
ual superiority,  does  accord  to  woman  moral  superiority,  it  is  pre-enii- 
nently  his  duty  to  encourage  her  to  speak  and  teaoh,  as  she  has  an 
opportunity,  in  nil  religious  assemblies. 

Retoiwd,  That  the  same  amount  of  virtue,  delicacy,  and  rellnemeni 
of  behaTior  that  is  required  of  woman  in  the  sodal  stsAe,  should  also  be 
required  of  man,  and  the  same  tnnsgree^ioos  should  be  vldted  with 
equal  severity  on  both  man  and  woman. 

Rpmlriil,  That  the  objection  of  indt^licacy  and  impropriety,  which  is 
so  often  brought  against  woman  when  she  addresses  a  public  audience, 
comes  with  a  very  ill-giaee  tnm.  thoee  who  enoonrage,  by  their  attend- 
ance, her  appearance  on  the  stage,  hi  the  eoneert,  or  in  feats  of  ttie  dreus. 

Resolved,  That  woman  has  too  long  rested  satisfied  in  the  circam- 
scribed  limits  which  corrupt  cnstonif  and  a  perverted  application  of  the 
Scriptures  have  marked  out  for  her,  and  that  it  is  time  she  should  mOTC 
in  the  enlarged  sphere  which  her  great  Creator  has  assigned  her. 

Ruoiwd,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  womm  of  this  country  *to  secure 
to  themseWfts  their  sacred  right  to  the  electlTe  franchise. 

Resolved,  That  the  equality  of  human  ri^htR  results  necessarily  firom 
the  fact  of  the  identity  of  the  race  in  capabilities  and  responsibilities. 

Rrsnlrxl.  thi  i'fnre.  Tluit.  being  invested  by  the  rrejitorwith  the  same 
capabiliries,  and  the  sanu?  consciousness  of  responsibility  for  their  exer- 
cise, it  is  demonstrably  the  right  and  duty  of  woman,  equally  with  man, 
to  pTomote  every  righteous  cause  by  every  righteons  means;  and  espite* 
lally  in  regard  to  the  great  subjects  of  morals  and  religion,  it  is  self-evi- 
dently  her  right  to  participate  with  her  brother  in  teaching  them,  both  in 
privato  and  in  public,  by  writing  and  by  speaking,  by  any  instrumentalities 
proper  to  be  used,  and  in  any  assemblies  proper  to  be  held;  and  this 
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being  a  fielf-ovidtiut  truth  growing  out  of  the  diviuely  implanted  prinoi* 
plM  of  haman  natare,  any  eoBtom  or  aatbority  advene  to  it,  whether 
modem  or  wearing  the  hoary  eanotion  of  antiquity,  is  to  be  regarded  ae 
a  self-evident  falsehood,  and  at  war  with  mankind. 

At  the  last  aeasion  Lueretia  Mott  offered  and  spoke  to  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

JU$oloedf  That  the  speedy  saoeess  of  onr  eaase  depends  upon  the 
lealocis  and  untiring  efforts  of  both  men  and  women,  for  the  overthrow 
of  the  monopoly  of  the  pulpit,  and  for  the  securing  to  woman  an  equal 
participation  with  men  in  the  various  trades,  profes^na  and  commerce. 

The  only  resolntion  that  was  not  nnanimonslj  adopted  was  the 
ninth,  urging  the  women  of  the  conntiy  to  secare  to  themselves  the 
elective  franchise.  Those  who  took  part  in  the  debate  feared  a  de- 
mand for  the  right  to  vote  would  defeat  others  they  deemed  more 
rational,  and  make  the  whole  movement  ridioolons. 

Bat  Mrs*  Stanton  and  Frederick  Douglass  seeing  that  the  power 
to  choose  rulers  and  make  laws»  was  the  right  hy  which  all  others 
could  be  secured,  pernstently  advocated  the  resolution,  and  at  last 
carried  it  by  a  small  majority. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Declaration  and  resolutiona  in  the  very 
fint  Convention,  demanded  all  the  most  radical  friends  of  the  move- 
ment have  since  claimed — such  as  equal  rights  in  the  universities,  in 
the  trades  and  professions ;  the  xifjbi  to  vote ;  to  share  in  all  political 
offices,  hoTiors,  and  emoluments;  to  complete  equality  in  marriage, 
to  personal  freedotn,  property,  wages,  children  ;  to  make  contracts; 
to  sue,  and  be  sued ;  and  to  testify  in  courts  of  justice.  At  this 
time  the  condition  of  married  women  under  the  Common  L:nr,  was 
nearly  as  degraded  as  that  of  the  slave  on  the  Southern  plantation. 
The  Convention  continued  through  two  entire  days,  and  late  into 
the  evenings.   The  deepest  interest  was  manifested  to  its  close. 

The  proceedings  were  extensively  published,  unsparingly  ridi- 
culed by  the  press,  and  denounced  by  the  pulpit,  much  to  the  sur- 
prise and  chagrin  of  the  leaders.  Being  deoply  in  earnest,  and  be- 
lieving their  demands  pre-eminently  wise  and  just,  they  were  wholly 
unprqMued  to  find  themselves  the  tarp^et  for  the  jibes  and  jeers  of 
the  nation.  The  Declaration  was  signed  by  one  hundred  men,  and 
women,  many  of  whom  withdrew  their  names  as  soon  as  the  storm 
^  of  ridicule  began  to  break.  The  comments  of  the  press  were  care- 
fully preserved,*  and  it  is  curious  to  see  that  the  same  old  argu- 
ments, and  objections  rife  at  the  start,  are  reproduced  by  the  press 
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of  to-day.  Bat  the  brave  proteets  sent  oat  from  tbis  Conyention 
toncbed  a  responaire  chord  in  the  hearts  of  women  all  over  the 
country. 

OonventionB  were  held  soon  after  in  Ohio,  Massachoaetts,  Indi* 
ana,  Pennsylvania,  and  at  different  points  i  i  New  York. 

Mr.  Douglass,  in  his  paper,  The  JSTortk  Star^  of  Jaly  28, 1848,  had 
the  following  editorial  leader : 

The  Riohts  of  Women. — One  of  the  moBt  interesting  events  of  the 
past  week,  was  the  holding  of  what  U  teohnieally  styled  »  Woiiumi*s 
Bights  Oonventton  at  Seneea  Falls.  The  speaking;  addrssses,  and  reso- 
lations  of  this  extraordinary  meeting  were  almost  wholly  conducted  by 

women;  and  although  they  evidently  felt  themselves  in  a  novel  position, 
it  is  but  simple  justice  to  tiay  that  their  whole  proceeding?  were  charac- 
terized by  marked  ability  and  dignity,  ^o  one  present,  wo  think,  how- 
ever maeh  he  might  be  disposed  to  diUbr  from  tbe  views  advaneed  by 
the  leading  spealsefs  <m  that  oeoasion,  will  fail  to  give  them  eredit  for 
brilliant  talents  and  excellent  dispo-it  ions.  In  this  meeting,  as  in  other 
deliberative  assemblies,  there  were  frequent  differences  of  opinion  and 
animated  discussion;  but  in  no  case  was  there  the  plitrbtest  absence  of 
good  feeling  and  decorum.  Several  interesting  documents  setting  forth 
the  rights  as  well  as  grievanoes  of  women  were  xead.  Among  these  was 
a  Beelaratlon  of  Sentiments,  to  be  regarded  as  the  basis  of  a  grand 
movement  for  attaining  the  civil,  socitU,  politiealf  and  religions  rights 
of  women.  We  should  not  do  justice  to  our  own  convictions,  or  to  the 
excellent  persons  connected  with  this  infant  movement,  if  we  did  not  in 
this  connection  oiler  a  few  remarks  on  tbe  general  subject  which  the 
Convention  met  to  consider  and  the  objeets  they  seek'  to  attain.  In 
doing  so,  we  ere  not  insensible  that  tbe  bare  mention  of  this  tmly  im- 
portant subject  in  any  other  than  terms  of  contemptuous  ridicule  and 
scornful  (liffavor,  is  likely  to  excite  against  ns  the  fury  of  bigotry  and 
the  folly  of  prcjiKlice.  A  discussion  of  the  rights  of  animals  would  be 
regarded  with  far  more  complacency  by  many  of  what  are  called  the 
wite  and  the  good  of  oar  land,  than  would  be  a  disoussion  of  the  rights 
of  women.  It  is,  in  their  estimation,  to  be  guilty  of  evil  thoughts,  to 
think  that  wonmn  is  entitled  to  equal  rights  with  men.  Many  who  have 
at  last  made  the  discovery  that  the  negroes  liave  some  rights  as  well  aa 
other  inuiiibcrs  of  the  human  laniily,  have  yet  to  bo  convinced  that 
women  are  entitled  to  any.  Eight  years  ago  a  number  of  persons  of  this 
deseription  actually  abandoned  the  anti-slavery  cause,  lest  by  giving 
th^  influence  in  that  direction  they  might  possibly  be  giving  counte- 
nance to  the  dangerous  heresy  that  woumn,  in  respect  to  rights,  stands 
on  an  equal  footing  with  man.  In  the  judgment  of  such  persons  the 
.\merican  slave  system,  with  all  its  concomitant  horrors,  is  less  to  bo 
deplored  than  this  ivirked  idea.  It  is  perhaps  needless  to  say,  that  wo 
cherish  little  sympathy  for  such  sentiments  or  respeetfor  such  preju- 
dices. Standing  as  we  do  upon  the  watch-tower  of  human  freedom,  we 
can  not  be  detened  ftom  an  expression  of  our  approbation  of  any  move- 
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ment,  however  humble,  to  improve  and  elevate  the  charaoter  of  any 
DMmbeiB  of  the  bomaa  iSunily.  WhUe  it  is  ImpouK^le  for  as  to  go  into 
this  subject  at  lentgtli,  and  dispose  of  the  various  objections  ifhieh  are 
often  urged  against  such  a  doctrine  as  that  of  female  equality,  we  aro 
free  to  ^ny  tliut  in  respect  to  political  rights,  we  hold  woman  to  be  justly 
entitled  to  all  we  claim  for  man.  We  go  farther,  and  express  our  convic- 
tion that  all  political  rights  which  it  is  expedient  for  man  to  exercise,  it 
is  equally  so  for  woman.  All  that  dlstingiiisheB  man  as  an  intelUgent 
and  aoeoimtable  beings  is  eqoallj  trae  of  woman;  and  if  tliat  govern* 
ment  only  is  Jast  whish  governs  by  the  free  consent  of  the  governed, 
there  can  be  no  reason  in  the  world  for  denying  to  woman  the  exercise 
of  the  elective  franchise,  or  a  hand  in  making  and  administering  the  law3 
of  the  land.  Our  doctrine  is  that  "  right  is  of  no  sex."  We  therefore  bid 
tbo  women  engaged  in  tbia  movement  oar  bamble  Gk>d8peed. 

THB  BOOEEBTBB  OOOnrENTIOV,  AJJQiOn  S,  1848. 

Those  who  took  part  in  the  CoDveotioii  at  Seneca  Falls,  finding 
at  the  end  of  the  two  days,  there  were  still  so  many  new  points  for 
discussion,  and  that  the  gift  of  tongaes  had  been  vonchsafod  to 
them,  adjonmed,  to  meet  in  Rochester  in  two  weeks.  Amy  Post^ 
Sarah  D.  Fish,  Sarah  0.  Owen,  and  Mary  H.  Hallowell,  were  the 
Oommittee  of  Arrangements.  This  Convention  was  called  for  An- 
gost  2d,  and  so  well  advertised  in  the  daily  papers,  that  at  the  ap- 
pointed hoor,  the  Unitarian  Church  was  filled  to  oveifiowing. 

Amy  Post  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  stated  that  at  a  gath- 
ering the  previous  evening  in  Protection  Hall,  Ehoda  De  Garmo» 
Sarah  Fish,  and  herself,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate 
oflScers  for  the  Convention,  and  tliev  now  proposed  Abigail  Bush^ 
for  President ;  T^ura  Murray,  for  A^ice-President ;  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Clintock,  S  ir  ili  Hallowell,  and  Catherine  A.  F.  Stebbine,  for  Sec- 
retaries. Mrs.  Mott,  Mrs.  Stanton,  and  Mrs.  McClintock,  thouirlit 
it  a  most  hazardons  experiment  to  have  a  woman  President,  and 
stoutly  opposed  it. 

To  write  a  Declaration  and  Resolutions,  to  make  a  speech,  and 
debate,  had  taxed  their  powers  to  the  uttermost ;  and  now,  with 
Bueli  feeble  voices  and  timid  mannori?,  without  the  8lightt*8t  knowl- 
edge of  Cuslung^s  Manual,  or  the  least  expericBOO  in  ]niblic  meet* 
ings,  how  could  a  woman  preside?  They  were  on  the  verge  of 
leaving  the  Convention  in  disgust,  but  Amy  P«>6t  and  Khoda  De 
Garmo  assured  them  that  by  the  same  power  by  which  they  had 
resolved,  declared,  discussed,  del)itos],  they  could  also  preside  at  a 
public  meeting,  if  thoy  would  l>ut  inal\C  the  experiment.  And  as 
the  vote  of  the  majority  settled  the  question  on  the  Bide  of  woman, 
Abigail  Bosh  took  the  chair,  and  the  calm  way  she  assumed  the 
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daties  of  the  office,  and  the  admirable  manner  in  which  she  dSft> 
charged  thein,  soon  reconciled  the  oppoeition  to  the  Beeminglj 

ri<Ii(  uloUB  experiment 

The  proceediTifjs  were  opened  witli  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wicher,  of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church.  Even  at  that  earlj  day, 
there  were  manv  of  the  liberal  clergjraen  in  favor  of  equal  rights 
for  women.  During  the  reading  of  the  minntes  of  tlie  preliminary 
meeting  by  the  Secretary,  ninch  uneasiness  was  manifested  coneem- 
lug  the  low  voices  of  women,  and  cries  of  Louder,  louder ! 
drowned  every  other  Bound,  when  the  Preaident,  on  rising,  said : 

Friends,  we  present  onrselves  here  before  you,  as  an  oppressed  class, 
with  trembling  frames  and  fnlterinar  tongues,  and  we  do  not  expect  to  be 
able  to  speak  so  as  to  be  heard  by  all  at  first,  but  we  trust  we  shall  have 
the  sympathy  of  iJie  aadienoe,  and  that  you  will  bear  with  oor  weaknean 
now  in  the  Infancy  of  the  movement.  Oar  tnist  in  the  omnipotenoy  of 
itght  is  our  only  laith  that  we  shall  saeeeed. 

As  the  appointed  Secretaries  could  not  be  lieard,  S:imh  Anthony 
Bnrtis,  an  experienced  Quaker  school-teacher,  whose  voice  liad  been 
well  trained  in  her  profession,  volunteered  to  fill  the  duties  of  that 
office,  and  she  read  the  reports  and  docunients  of  the  Convention 
with  a  clear  voice  and  confident  manner,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of 
her  more  timid  ooadjutors. 

Several  gentlemen  took  part  in  the  debates  of  this  Convention. 
Some  in  favor,  some  opposed,  and  others  willing  to  make  partial 
concessions  to  the  demands  as  set  forth  in  the  Declaration  and  Ileso- 
Intions.  Frederick  Douglass,  William  C.  Nell,  and  William  0.  Bloss 
advocated  the  emancipation  of  women  from  all  the  artificial  disabili- 
ties, imposed  by  folse  customs,  creeds,  and  codes.  Milo  Codding, 
Hr.  Sulky,  Mr.  Fickard,  and  a  Mr.  Colton,  of  Connecticut,  thought 
^  woman's  sphere  was  home,"  and  that  she  should  remain  in  it ;  he 
would  seriously  deprecate  her  occupying  the  pulpit. 

Lueretia  Mott  replied,  that  the  gentleman  from  New  Haven  had 
objected  to  woman  occupying  the  pulpit,  and  indeed  she  could  scarcely 
see  how  any  one  educated  in  New  Haven,  Ct.,  could  think  otherwise 
tlian  he  did.  She  said,  we  had  all  got  our  notions  too  much  from  the 
deigy,  instead  of  the  Bible.  The  Bible,  she  contended,  had  none  of 
the  prohibitions  in  regard  to  women ;  and  spoke  of  the  "  lioiiorable 
women  not  a  few,"  etc.,  and  desired  Mr.  Colton  to  read  liis  Bible  over 
again,  and  see  if  there  was  anything  there  to  prohibit  woman  from 
being  a  religious  teaclier.  She  then  complimented  the  members  of 
that  church  for  opening  their  doors  to  a  "Woman's  liights  Convention, 
and  said  that  a  fbw  years  ago,  the  Female  Moral  Befonn  Society  of 
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Philadelphia  applied  for  the  use  of  a  church  in  that  city,  in  which  to 

hold  one  of  their  meetings ;  they  were  only  allowed  the  use  of  tho 

basemcTit.  and  on  condition  that  none  of  the  women  should  speak  at 

the  meeting.    Accordingly,  a  D.l).  was  called  upon  to  preside,  and 

another  to  read  the  ladies'  report  of  the  Society. 

Near  the  dose  of  the  momiug  session,  a  young  bride  in  tiavel- 

iog  drese,*  aoocanpaiiied  by  her  hnBband,  slowly  wallcad  ap  the  aisle^ 

and  aakfid  the  privily     saying  a  few  words,  which  was  readily 

granted.  Being  introdnced  to  the  andience,  she  said,  oo  her  way 

westward,  hearing  of  the  Convention,  she  Imd  waited  orer  a  train, 

to  add  her  mite  in  favor  of  the  demand  now  made,  by  the  trae 

women  of  this  generation : 

It  is  with  diflldenoe  that  I  spMk  upon  this  question  hefore  ns,  not  a 
dilBdenee  resulting  from  any  doubt  of  the  woithiDess  of  the  eanse^  bat 

ftrcnn  the  fear  that  its  depth  and  power  can  be  but  meagerly  portrayed 

by  me  Woman's  rights — her  civil  rights — equal  with  man's— not 

mi  eqiHilitv  i)f  moral  aiul  relif;^ious  iiilluouce,  for  who  dares  to  douy  lior 
thati — but  au  equality  iu  the  exeruise  ol  her  own  powers,  and  a  right  to 
use  all  the  sources  of  eraditlon  wtthin  the  reaeh  of  man,  to  build  unto 
herself  a  name  for  her  talents,  enetgy,  and  integrity.  We  do  not  pod- 
tlvely  say  that  our  intellect  is  as  capable  as  man's  to  assume,  and  at 
OOOe  to  bold,  tli*'sf>  ritrhts,  or  that  our  hoarts  are  as  willing  to  enter  into 
his  actional;  for  if  we  did  not  believe  it,  we  would  not  contend  for  them, 
and  if  men  did  not  believe  it,  they  would  not  withhold  them  with  a 

smothered  sUenee  In  closing,  she  said:  There  will  be  one  effect^ 

perhaps  unlocked  for,  if  we  are  raised  to  equal  administration  with 
man.  It  will  elasoify  intellect.  The  betcrogeneoas  triflings  which  now, 
I  am  very  sorry  to  say,  occupy  so  much  of  our  time,  will  be  neglected; 
fashion's  votaries  will  silently  fall  off;  dishonest  exertions  for  rank  in 
society  will  be  soorned;  extravagance  in  toilet  will  be  detested;  that 
mseger  and  worthless  piide  of  station  will  be  fbiyotten;  the  honest  earn- 
ings of  dependents  will  be  paid;  popular  demagogues  crushed;  impos- 
tors unpatronized;  true  genius  sincerely  enconmged;  and,  above  all, 
pawned  integrity  redeemed !  And  why?  Because  enfranchised  woman 
then  will  feel  the  burdens  of  her  responsibilities,  and  can  strive  for 

elevation,  and  will  reach  all  knowledge  within  her  grasp  If  all 

this  Is  accompUshbd,  man  need  not  fear  pomposity,  fickleness,  otr  an 
unhsaltiiy  enthusiasm  at  Us  dear  fireside;  we  can  be  as  dntUUI,  submis* 
dve,  endearing  as  daughters,  wives,  and  mothers,  even  If  we  hang  the 
wreath  of  domestic  harmony  upon  the  sagle's  talons. 

Thus  for  twenty  minntes  the  young  and  beaatifol  stranger  held 
her  aodieiice  spell-bound  with  her  eloquence,  in  a  Toioe  whose 
pathos  thrilled  every  heart.  Her  husband,  hat  and  cane  in  hand, 
remained  standing,  leaning  against  a  pillar  near  tho  altar,  and 

*  Bcbecca  Sanford,  dow  Postmuter  at  Ml.  Morris,  N.  T. 
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ieemed  a  most  delighted,  nay,  reverential  listener.  It  was  a  scene 
never  to  be  forgotten,  and  one  of  the  most  pleasing  incidents  of  the 

Convention. 

Sarah  Owen  rea<l  an  addroBs  on  wom.aa'8  place  and  pay  in  the 
world  of  work.   In  closing,  &ke  said : 

An  experienced  cashier  of  this  city  remarked  to  me  that  women  might 
be  Oi?  good  book-koopers  as  men ;  but  men  hn ve  monopolizpd  ov^ry  lurra- 
tivo  situation,  from  the  dry-goods  mcrcliant  down  to  whitfwa.shiiig.  Who 
does  not  feel,  as  she  sees  a  stout,  athletic  man  standing  behind  the 
eoanter  measuring  h^e,  ribbons,  and  tape,  that  ha  is  monopolizing  a 
womaa*8  place,  while  tboosands  of  rich  aores  in  our  western  world  await 
his  coming  f  TMs  JMT,  a  woman,  for  the  first  time,  has  taken  her  place 
in  one  of  our  regular  medical  collff^es.  Wo  rejoice  to  hear  that  by  her 
dignity  of  manner,  application  to  study,  and  devotion  to  the  .'^eveml 
branches  of  the  profession  she  has  chosen,  she  has  secured  the  respect 
of  her  professors  and  class,  and  reflected  lasting  honor  npon  her  whole 
eez.  Thus  we  hail,  in  Elizabeth  Blaokwell,  a  pioneer  for  woman  in  this 
profession. 

Tt  is  by  tliis  inverted  order  of  society  that  woman  i^  obliged  to  ply 
tlif  nt'odh'  by  day  and  by  night,  to  procure  even  a  scanty  pittance  for 
her  dependent  family.  Let  men  become  producers,  as  nature  has  de- 
aigned  them,  and  women  be  educated  to  fill  all  those  stations  whiidi  re- 
<)aire  less  physical  strength,  and  we  should  soon  modify  many  of  our 
fiocial  evils.  Tarn  informed  by  the  seamstresses  of  this  city,  that  they 
got  but  thirty  cents  for  making  a  satin  vest,  and  from  twelve  to  thirty  for 
making  pants,  and  coats  \n  tlio  satne  proportion.  Man  has  such  a  con- 
temptible idea  of  woman,  that  lie  thinks  Am  con  not  even  sew  as  well  as 
be  can ;  and  he  often  goes  to  a  tailor,  and  pays  him  double  and  eren  treble 
for  making  a  salt,  when  it  merely  passes  through  bis  hands,  after  a  woman 
has  made  every  stitch  of  it  so  neatly  that  he  discovers  no  differonee. 
Who  does  not  see  gross  injustice  in  this  inequality  of  wages  and  violation 
of  rights  ?  To  prove  that  woman  is  capnblt»  of  prosecuting  the  mercan- 
tile business,  we  have  a  noble  example  in  this  city  in  Mrs.  Gilford,  who 
has  sustained  herself  with  credit  She  has  bravely  triumphed  over  all 
obloquy  and  diaoonragement  attendant  on  such  a  novel  eacperiment,  and 
made  for  horsolf  an  independent  living. 

In  the  fields  of  benevolence,  woman  has  dont^  fjrront  and  noble  works 
for  the  safety  and  stability  of  the  nation.  Wlwri  man  >.hall  see  th<^  wis- 
dom of  recognizing  a  eo-worker  in  her,  then  may  bo  looked  for  the  dawn- 
ing of  a  pel  feet  day,  when  woman  shall  stand  where  Gk>d  designed  she 
ahould,  on  an  even  platform  with  man  himselH 

Mi's.  Roberts,  who  had  been  requested  to  invcstipUo  tbe  wrongs 
of  the  laboring  classes,  and  to  invlt*^  that  oppressed  portion  of  the 
coiiiniunity  to  attend  the  Convention,  and  take  part  in  its  delib- 
erations,  made  some  aj)])ropriate  remarks  relative  to  the  intolerable 
servitude  and  small  remuneration  paid  to  the  workiug-clasB  of  worn- 
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en.  She  reported  the  aveni^jrc  price  of  labor  for  soamstrcs^^es  to  be 
from  31  to  38  cents  a  dav,  and  board  from  $1.25  to  ^1.50  per  week 
to  be  deducted  therefrom,  and  they  were  fi^enerally  obliged  to  take 
half  or  more  in  due  bills,  which  WL  fc  pajablc  in  <^oods  at  certain 
stores,  thereby  oI)li,i;ing  them  many  times  to  pay  extortionate  prices. 

Mrs.  Galloy  corroborated  the  statement,  havinij;  herself  experi- 
enced some  of  the  oppressions  of  this  porti(»n  of  our  citizens,  and 
expressed  her  gratitude  that  the  Rubjeet  was  claimi?ig  the  attention 
of  this  benevolent  and  intelligent  class  of  connnunitv.  It  did  not 
require  mucli  argument,  to  reconcile  all  who  took  part  in  the  de- 
bates, to  woman's  right  to  equal  wages  for  equal  work,  but  the 
L'eiitlemcn  seeme<l  more  disturbed  as  to  the  effect  of  ecpiality  in  the 
family.  With  the  old  idea  of  a  divinely  ordained  head,  and  that, 
'\\\  all  cases,  the  man,  whether  wise  or  foolish,  educated  or  ignorant, 
S'ber  or  drunk,  such  a  relation  to  them  did  not  seem  feasible.  Mr. 
Sully  asked,  when  the  two  heads  disagree,  who  must  decide  %  There 
is  no  Lord  Chancellor  to  whom  to  a]>ply,  and  does  n<>t  St.  Paul 
strictly  enjoin  obedience  to  husbands,  and  that  man  shall  be  head  of 
the  woman  ? 

Lucretia  Mott  replied  that  in  the  Society  of  Friends  she  had 
never  known  any  difficulty  to  arise  on  account  of  the  wife's  not  hav- 
ing promised  obedience  in  the  marriage  contract.  She  had  never 
known  any  mode  of  decision  except  an  appeal  to  reason ;  and,  al- 
though in  some  of  the  meetings  of  this  So(;iety,  women  are  placed 
on  an  eqoality,  none  of  the  results  so  much  dreaded  had  occurred. 
She  said  that  manj  of  the  opposers  of  Woman's  Kight^,  who  bid  us 
to  obey  the  bachelor  St.  Panl,  thomaelvea  reject  his  connsei.  He 
adrised  them  not  to  marry.  In  general  answer  ahe  would  quote, 
*'One  is  your  master,  even  Obrist."  Although  Faal  enjoins  silence 
on  women  in  the  Ghnrch,  yet  he  gi^es  directions  how  they  should 
appear  when  pnblicly  speaking,  and  we  have  scriptural  accounts  of 
honorable  women  not  a  few  who  were  religious  teachers,  viz: 
Phebe,  PrisdUa,  Tryphena,  Triphosa,  and  the  four  daughters  of 
Philip,  and  various  others. 

Mrs.  Stanton  thought  the  gentleman  might  be  easily  answered ; 
saying  that  the  strongest  will  or  the  superior  intellect  now  governs 
the  household,  as  it  will  in  the  new  order.  She  knew  many  a 
woman,  who,  to  all  intents  \ind  purposes,  is  at  the  head  of  her 
family. 

Mr.  Pickard  asked  who,  alter  marriage,  should  hold  the  property, 
and  whose  name  should  be  retained,  fie  thought  an  umpire  neces- 
sary.  He  did  not  see  but  all  business  must  cease  until  the  consent 
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of  both  parties  be  obtained.  He  saw  an  impossihilitj  of  intro- 
ducing^ 5uch  rules  into  society.  The  Gospel  had  established  the 
unity  and  oneness  of  the  married  pair. 

Mrs.  Stanton  said  she  thought  the  Gospel,  rightly  undeislood, 
pointed  to  a  oneness  of  equality,  not  subordination,  and  that  prop- 
erty should  be  jointly  held.  She  could  see  no  reason  why  marriage 
by  false  creeds  should  be  made  a  degradation  to  woman ;  and,  as  to 
the  name^thfi  cmttom  of  taking  the  hnflband's  name  is  not  universal. 
When  a  man  has  a  had  name  in  any  Beuse,  he  might  be  the  gainer 
by  burying  himself  under  the  good  name  of  his  wife.  This  last 
winter  a  Hr.  Qmiltshaaks  applied  to  onr  Legislature  to  have  his 
name  changed.  Now,  if  he  had  taken  his  wife's  name  in  the  begin- 
ning, he  might  have  saved  the  Legislature  the  trouble  of  considering 
the  propnety  of  releasing  the  man  from  snch  a  bnrdento  be  entailed 
on  tiie  third  and  fourth  generation.  When  a  skve  escapes  from  a 
Southern  plantation,  he  at  onoe  takes  a  name  as  the  first  step  in  lib- 
erty— ^the  first  assertion  of  individual  identity.  A  woman's  dignity 
is  equally  involved  in  a  life4ong  name,  to  mark  her  individuality. 
We  can  not  overestimate  the  demoralizing  effect  on  woman  hersdf, 
to  say  nothing  of  society  at  large,  for  her  to  consent  thus  to  merge 
her  existence  so  wholly  in  that  of  another. 

A  well-written  speedi  was  read  by  William  0.  Kell,  which  Mrs. 
Mott  thought  too  flattering.  She  ssid  woman  is  now  sufficiently 
deyeloped  to  prefer  justice  to  coin]>Hment, 

A  letter  was  read  from  Qerrit  Smith,  approving  cordially  of  the 
object  of  the  Convention. 

Mrs.  Stanton  read  the  Declaration  that  was  adopted  at  Seneca 
Falls,  and  urged  those  present  who  did  not  agree  with  its  sentiments, 
to  make  their  objections  then  and  there.  She  hoped  if  there  were 
any  clergymen  present,  they  would  not  keep  silent  during  the  Con- 
vention and  then  on  Sunday  do  as  their  brethren  did  in  Seneca 
Falls  —  use  their  pulpits  throughout  the  city  to  denounce  them, 
where  they  could  not,  of  course,  he  allowed  to  reply. 

The  resolutions*  were  freely  discusjied  by  Amy  Post,  Rhoda  Do 
Garmo,  Ann  Edgcworth,  Sarah  T).  Fish,  and  othere.  While  Mrs.  Mott 
and  Mrs.  Stanton  spoke  in  their  t'avor,  they  thought  they  were  too 
tame,  and  wished  for  some  more  stirring  det'larations.  Elizabeth 
McClintock  read,  in  an  admirable  manner,  a  spirited  poetical  reply, 
from  the  pen  of  Maria  Weston  Chapman,  to  "  A  Clerical  Appeal " 
published  in  1840.   Mrs.  Chapman  was  one  of  the  grand  women  in 


^  See  Appendix. 
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Boston,  who,  during  the  early  days  of  Antif-Slayery)  gftve  her  un- 
ceasing efforts  to  that  struggle.  Her  pen  was  a  power  in  the  jour- 
nals and  magazines,  and  her  presence  an  inspiration  in  their  fMtS 
and  conventions.  When  Abby  Kelly,  Angelina  Grimke,  and  Lii- 
cretia  Mott  first  began  to  speak  to  promiacaoiu  asaembliea  in  Anti- 
Slftvery  Conventions,  ^  a  elerioal  appeal "  was  imied  and  sent  to  all 
the  elergymen  in  New  England,  calling  on  ibem  to  denounce  in 
their  pulpits  this  nnmannerly  and  nnehHstian  proceeding.  Sermons 
were  preached,  portraying  in  the  darkest  oolors  the  fearfnl  resalts 
to  the  Chnrch,  tiie  State,  and  the  home,  in  thus  eneonraging  women 
to  enter  pmUic  life. 

««PASTOEAL  LETTER." 

Extract  from  a  Pastoral  Letter  of  ''the  General  Association  of 
Hassachofietts  (Orthodox)  to  the  Churches  under  thar  care  " — 1837 : 

ITT.  Wh  invite  your  attention  to  the  dangers  whicli  at  present  seem 
to  threaten  the  female  character  with  wide-spread  and  permanent  injury. 

Tbo  appropriate  duties  and  inflaenoa  of  wonuuk  are  eleaily  stated  in 
the  New  Testament.  Those  dotles  and  that  Inflnenoe  ate  nnohtmslye 
abd  piiyate,  but  the  eonree  of  mighty  power.  When  the  nUld,  depend- 
ent, poftening  inflaenoe  of  womnn  tipon  the  sternness  of  man's  opinions 
ia  fully  exercised,  society  feels  the  effects  of  it  in  a  thousand  forms.  The 
power  of  woman  is  her  dependence,  flowing  from  the  conscioasness  of 
that  weakness  whioh  Ctod  has  given  her  for  her  proteetion,  ( I)  and  which 
keeps  her  in  those  departments  of  life  that  form  the  ehaiaeter  of  Indl- 
Tiduals,  and  of  the  mttlon.  There  are  social  influences  which  females 
use  in  promoting  piety  and  the  great  objects  of  Christian  henevolenee 
which  we  can  not  too  }ntrhly  commend. 

We  appreciate  the  unostentatious  prayers  and  eflforts  of  woman  in  ad- 
vancing the  cause  of  religion  at  home  and  abroad;  in  Sabbath-sohools  ; 
in  leading  reUgloos  mqaliers  to  the  pastors  (I)  for  Instmotton;  and  In  all 
sneh  assooiated  effort  as  heeomes  the  modes^  of  her  sex;  and  earnestly 
hope  that  she  may  abound  more  and  more  in  these  labors  of  piety  and 
love.  But  when  she  assumes  the  place  and  tone  of  man  as  a  public 
reformer,  our  care  and  protection  of  her  seem  unnecessary;  we  put  our- 
selves in  self-defence  (!)  against  her;  she  yields  the  power  which  God  has 
given  her  for  her  protection,  and  her  charaetw  beoomes  nnnataral.  If 
the  Tine,  whose  strengUi  and  beaaty  Is  to  lean  npon  the  trellls-worfc,  and 
half  conceal  its  clusters,  thinks  to  assume  the  iDdepend<'iic<>  and  the 
overshadowintr  imture  of  the  elm,  it  will  not  only  cease  to  bear  I'niit,  btit 
fall  in  tiliamu  Jtnd  dishonor  into  the  dust.  We  can  not,  therefore,  but  re- 
gret the  miiitaken  conduct  of  those  who  encourage  females  to  bear  an 
obtrusive  and  ostentatious  part  in  measures  of  reform,  and  countenance 
any  of  that  sex  who  so  for  forget  themselves  as  to  Itinerate  In  the  charae- 
ter  of  pnblie  leetorers  and  teaehers.  We  especially  deplore  the  Intimate 
aoqnaintanoe  and  promlsonoos  conversation  ctf  females  with  regard  to 
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tbings  which  ou^^t  not  to  be  named;  by  whtoh  that  modesty  and  deli- 
wesj  whieh  U  the  ohaim  of  domestle  life,  and  whioh  eonatltatM  the  tnie 
influence  of  woman  In  eodety,  Is  consumed,  and  the  way  opened,  as  we 

apprehend,  for  degeneracy  and  ruin. 

We  .«av  thcfio  things  not  to  discourage  proper  inflaencew  against  sin, 
but  to  secure  such  reformation  (!)  as  we  believe  is  Scriptural,  and  will  be 
permanent. 

• 

William  Uoyd  GarriBon,  in  a  cordial  lettar,  acoompanjing  the 
above  eztraet,  whidi  he  had  copied  for  ns  with  his  own  hand  from 
lihefilesof  T^ZiSmftr.said:  This  < Clerical  Bull' was  fulmi. 
nated  with  special  reference  to  those  two  noble  South  Oaiolina  wom- 
en, Sarah  M.  and  Angelina  E.  Qrimke,  who  were  nt  that  time  pub- 
licly pleading  for  those  in  bonds  as  bound  with  them,  while  on  a 
visit  to  MaasaehasettB.  It  was  written  by  the  Bev.  Dr.  Kehemiah 
Adams,  of  Boston,  author  of  'A  South-side  View  of  Slavery.' " 

Maria  Weston  Chapman's  amusing  answer  in  riiyme,  shows  that 
the  days  for  ecclesiastical  bulls  were  fast  passing  away,  when  women, 
even,  could  thoa  make  light  of  them. 

Mr-  CHAPMAN'S  POEM. 

"THE  TIMES  THAT  TRY  MEN'S  SOULa" 

Confusion  bas  seized  us,  and  all  things  go  wrong, 
The  women  have  leaped  from  ''their  spheres," 

And,  instead  of  Hxed  stars,  shoot  as  comets  along, 
And  are  Betting  the  world  hy  the  eant 

In  oonrsea  emtio  they're  wheeling  throogb  space, 

In  brainleee  eonfturfoa  and  meaningleu  ohaee. 

In  vain  do  our  knowing  ones  try  to  compote 

Their  return  to  the  orbit  designed; 
niey're  glanoed  at  a  moment,  then  onward  thejr  shoot, 

And  are  neither  **  to  hold  nor  to  bind;  ** 
So  freolf  tbej  move  in  their  chosen  ellipse. 
The  '*IiOida  of  Creatioa  "  do  leer  an  eellpse. 

They've  talcen  a  notion  to  speak  lOr  themselves, 

And  are  wielding  the  tongae  and  the  pen; 
They've  mounted  the  rostram;  the  termagant  ^ves, 

And — oh  horrid  I — are  talking  to  men ! 
With  faces  unblanched  in  our  presence  they  come 
To  harangue  us,  they  say,  in  behalf  of  the  dumb. 

Th^  Insist  on  their  fight  to*  petition  and  pray; 

That  St.  Paol,  in  Ckirinthians,  has  given  them  raleB 
IVur appearing  in  public;  despite  what  those  say 

Whom  we've  trained  to  instruot  them  in  sehools; 
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But  vain  such  instruction?",  if  women  may  scan 
And  quote  texts  of  Scripture  to  favor  their  plaa. 

Oar  gfMidmothers*  learning  coiuiifsted  of  yore 

In  spreading  their  peneroufi  hoards; 
In  twisting  the  difitatf,  or  mopping  the  floor, 

And  obeying  Uu  will  qf  their  lords. 
l¥ow,  mioM  may  reaaoUf  and  tblnk,  and  debate. 
Till  nnqaeattoned  eabmisaion  to  qoite  oot  of  date. . 

Our  clergy  havu  preached  on  the  sin  and  the  shame 

Of  woman,  when  oat  of  *'  ber  sphere, 
And  labored  cUeiiMlir  to  rain  her  flune. 

And  shorten  this  horrid  career; 
But  for  spiritual  guidance  no  lon-jt-r  they  look 
To  Pulsum,  or  Wiuslow,  or  learned  Parson  Cook. 

Oar  wtoe  men  have  tried  to  ezorebe  in  vain 

The  turbulent  spirits  abroad; 
As  well  might  we  deal  with  the  fetterless  main. 

Or  conquer  ethereal  »\s.senco  with  sword; 
Like  the  devils  of  Milton,  they  rise  from  each  blow, 
With  qpbit  anbroken,  insulting  the  fbe. 

Our  patriot  fathi  r^,  of  eloquent  fame, 

Waged  war  against  tangible  forms; 
Aye,  their  foes  were  men — and  if  ours  were  the  same, 

IFe  might  speedily  quiet  their  atoims; 
Bot,  ahl  their  deaeendante  e^Joy  not  saeh  bliw— 
The  aasomptlona  of  Britain  were  nothing  to  tiiis. 

Could  we  but  array  ail  our  force  in  the  field, 

We*d  teaoh  these  asorpere  of  power 
Tbat  thebr  bodily  aafSsty  demands  tliey  shoald  yield. 

And  In  the  presence  of  manhood  should  cower; 
But,  alas!  for  our  tethered  and  impotent  state, 
Chained  by  notions  of  knighthood— we  can  but  debate. 

Oht  shade  of  the  prophet  Mahomet,  arisel 

Place  woman  again  in  "  her  sphere," 
And  teach  that  her  soul  was  not  bom  for  the  skies* 

But  to  flutter  a  brief  moment  here. 
This  doctrine  of  Jesus,  as  preached  up  by  Paal, 
If  embtaeed  in  its  spbit,  will  rain  ns  alL 

— ZorA  qf  CVvoMMk 

On  reading  the  *'  Pastoral  Letter,"  our  Quaker  poet,  John  Green- 
lea£  Whittier,  poured  out  his  indi  nation  on  the  New  England 
clogj  in  thrilling  denunciations.  Mr.  Whittier  earlj  saw  tbat 
womui'sonly  ptrotection  against  religions  and  sodal  tyranny,  coald 
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be  found  Id  political  equality.  Id  the  mid^t  of  the  fietoe  oonfliets 
in  the  Anti-Slaverv  Conventions  of  1839  and  '40,  on  the  woman 
question  per  se,  Mr.  Whittier  remarked  to  Lacreti»  Mott,  "  Gnf0 
wnntm  the  right  to  voUy  and  von  end  all  these  peraeentionB  by  ro* 
fcorm  and  chnieh  organizations.' 


THE  PASTORAL  LETTEB. 

Bo,  this  is  ail — ttie  utmost  reach 
'  Of  priestly  power  the  mind  to  fetterl 
When  laymen  think — ^when  women  pieaeh— 
A  war  of  words—*  "  Pastoral  Letterl  '* 

Now,  shame  upon  ye,  parisli  Popes! 

Was  it  thus  with  those,  your  predecessora, 
Who  sealed  with  racks,  and  Ore,  aud  ropes 

Their  loving-kindness  to  transgressors  7 

A  ''Pastoral  Letter."  grave  and  dull- 
Alas!  in  hoof  and  horns  and  features, 

How  different  is  your  Brookfield  bull. 
From  him  who  bellows  from  St.  Peter's! 

Tour  pastoral  rights  and  powers  from  harm, 
Thhik  ye,  eon  words  alone  preserve  them  f 

Your  wiser  fitthers  taught  the  arm 
And  swoid  of  temporal  power  to  serve  them. 

Oh,  glorious  days — when  Church  and  State 

Were  wedded  by  yoar  spiritual  fathers! 
And  on  submissive  shoulders  sat 

Yours  Wilsons  and  yonr  Ck>tton  Mathers. 

J^o  vile  "  itinerant  "  t!i!>n  could  mar 
The  beauty  of  your  tranquil  Zion, 

But  at  his  peril  of  the  scar 
Of  hangman's  whip  and  branding-iron. 

Then,  wholesome  laws  relieved  the  Chareh 

Of  heretic  and  nii«fhief-niaker, 
And  priest  and  bailiff  joined  in  search, 

By  turns,  of  Papist,  witch,  and  Qu.ikeri 
The  ^boelkn  were  at  eaeli  diareh^s  diMir, 

Hie  gallows  stood  on  Boston  Common, 
A  Papist's  eazB  the  pillory  bore~ 

The  gallowsHcope,  a  Quaker  woman  I 

Your  fathers  dealt  not  as  ye  deal 
With  *'  non-profeasing  "  frantio  teaohers; 

Thej  bored  the  tongue  with  red-hot  steel, 
And  flayed  the  backs  of  **  female  pieaebeis.* 
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Old  Newbury,  had  her  fteldg  a  tongue, 
And  SaJem's  streets  could  tell  their  story, 

Of  fainting  woman  dragged  along, 
Oaahad  hj  the  wbip»  aeonned  and  gory  I 

And  will  ye  ask  ino,  why  tliis  t.aiint 

Of  memories  sacred  from  the  scorner  t 
And  why  with  reckless  hand  1  plant 

A  nettle  on  the  gnves  ye  honor  I 
Not  to  ie{Nroaah  New  fiaglend's  deed 

This  record  from  the  past  I  summon, 
Of  manhood  to  the  scaffold  led, 

And  suffering  and  heroio  woman. 

No— for  yonTBelfes  alon^  I  torn 
The  pages  of  Intolennee  over, 
That,  in  their  spirit,  dark  and  sten^ 

Ye  haply  may  your  own  discover! 
For,  if  ye  claim  the  *'  pastoral  right," 

To  silence  f^edom's  voice  of  warning, 
And  horn,  yoor  preoinets  shot  the  light 

Of  Freedom's  daj  around  ye  dawning; 

If  wlicn  an  earthquake  voice  of  powor, 

And  signs  in  earth  and  boavcu,  are  showing 
That  forth,  in  the  appointed  hour, 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  goingi 
And,  with  that  Spirit,  Fireedom's  light 

On  kindred,  tongue,  and  people  breaking) 
Wliose  glumbering  millions,  at  the  sight, 

In  glory  and  in  strength  are  waking  1 

When  for  the  sighing  of  the  poor. 
And  for  the  needy,  Qod  hath  risen, 

And  chains  are  breaking,  and  a  door 
T»  openincT  for  tho  souls  in  prison! 

If  then  yo  would,  with  puny  hands, 
Arrest  the  very  work  of  Heaven, 

And  bind  anew  tlie  evil  bands 
Whieh  God's  right  arm  of  power  hath  riTen^' 

What  marvel  that,  in  many  a  mind, 

Those  darker  deeds  of  bigot  madnesS 
Are  closely  witli  your  own  combined, 

Yet  "less  in  anger  tlian  in  sadness "? 
What  marvel,  if  the  people  learn 

To  claim  the  right  of  free  opiniont 
What  marvel,  if  at  times  they  cpum 

The  ancient  yoke  of  yonr  dominion? 
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A  glMioQS  ronmant  linger  yet, 
^nuwe  lipfl  are  wet  at  Freedom^  fbantauut 

The  cominir  of  whose  welcome  feet 

la  beautiful  upon  our  mountainn! 
Hen,  who  the  goHpel  tidin^fs  bring 

Of  Liberty  and  Love  forever, 
Wboee  Joy  is  an  abiding  spring, 

Wboee  peaoe  la  aa  a  vantle  riverl 

But  ye,  who  Bcorn  the  thrilling  tale 

Of  Caroliua'ei  bigb-souled  daugbterSf 
Whieb  eeboea  bere  tba  moornfal  wall 

Of  eoiTOW  hem  Bdiato'a  waten, 
dose  wbile  ye  nay  tbe  public  ear — 

With  innlioe  vex,  with  slander  wound  them— > 
The  pure  and  good  shall  throng  to  hear, 

And  tried  and  manly  hearts  surround  theux. 

Oh,  ever  may  the  power  which  led 

Their  way  to  such  a  fiery  trial, 
And  strengthened  womanhood  to  tread 

The  wiuu-press  of  such  self-denial, 
Be  round  them  in  an  eyil  land, 

With  wiadom  and  with  strength  from  Heaven, 
With  Miriam's  Toioe,  and  Judith's  hand, 

And  ]>eborah*t  flonfl^  for  triumph  given  1 

And  ivbat  axe  ye  wbo  atrive  with  God 
Against  the  atk  of  Hie  ealvation. 

Moved  by  the  breath  of  prayer  abroad, 

With  blef<Hings  for  a  dying  nation? 
What,  but  the  stubble  and  tlie  hay 

To  perish,  even  as  flax  consuming, 
Witb  all  that  bare  Hie  glorioaa  way, 

Before  tbe  brightneae  of  His  oomhigf 

And  thou,  sad  Angel,  who  so  long 

Hast  waited  for  the  glorious  tolLen, 
That  Eaitb  fkom  all  her  bonds  of  wrong 

To  liberty  and  light  baa  broken-^ 

Angel  of  Freedom !  soon  to  thee 

The  sounding  trumpet  shall  be  given. 
And  over  Earth's  full  jubilee 

Shall  deeper  Joy  be  felt  in  Heaven! 

In  answer  to  the  many  objections  made,  by  gentlemen  present, 
to  granting  to  woman  the  right  of  suffrage,  Frederick  Douglass 
replied  in  a  long,  argnmentatiYe,  and  eloquent  appeal,  for  the  com- 
plete equality  of  woman  in  aU  the  rights  that  belong  to  any  human 
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Boul.  He  thought  the  trae  basis  of  rights  was  the  capacity  of  indi- 
viduals ;  and  as  for  himself,  he  shoald  not  dare  claim  a  right  that 
he  would  not  concede  to  woman. 

This  GouTentioo  oontinued  through  three  seaeions,  and  was 
crowded  wiih  an  attentive  aadienoe  to  the  hour  of  adjourament. 
The  daily  papen  made  fair  reports,  and  varied  editorial  oomiDeDtBy 
ivhiehy  being  widely  copied,  called  ont  spicy  controveraies  in  differ- 
ent parte  of  the  conntiy.  The  reeolntions  and  diwmarions  regarding 
woman'a  xight  to  enter  the  profeanona,  encouraged  many  to  pre- 
pare themaelves  for  medicine  and  the  ministry.  Though  few  women 
responded  to  the  demand  for  political  ri^ts,  many  at  once  saw  the 
importance  of  eqnalify  in  the  world  of  woik. 

The  Seneca  Ealla  Declaration  was  adopted,  and  signed  by  laige 
nnmbeis  of  inflnential  men  and  women  of  Koehester  and  vidnitj, 
and  at  a  late  hour  the  Convention  adjourned,  in  the  langoage  of 
its  Ftaddent,   with  hearts  ovetibwing  with  gratitode." 
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KEMINISCENCES. 

EUXLT  COLiLINS* 

The  first  Suffrage  Society— Methodist  d;i''?-loacI»^r  whips  hts  wife— Th«oIflgy  encbaliu 
the  soul— The  Dtatas  ot  women  and  slaves  the  same — The  flret  medical  oeOegt  opened 
to  woraen,  Geneva,  N.  T.— Petitiona  to  the  Legtalature  laa|;hed  at,  and  laid  on  1h» 
table^Depcodenee  woman's  best  proteetloB ;  1i«r  waakiMSS  lisr  iwsetsal  dmm-  Dr. 
SUabatli  Blaelnr»n*s  totter. 

I  WAS  born  and  lived  almost  forty  years  in  South  Bristol,  Ontario 
County — one  of  the  most  secluded  spots  in  Western  New  York;  but 
from  the  earliest  dawn  of  reason  I  pined  for  that  freedom  of 
tlioucfht  and  action  that  was  then  denied  to  all  womankind.  I  re- 
voked in  spirit  against  the  customs  of  bocietj  and  the  laws  of  the 
State  that  crushed  my  aspinitions  and  debarred  nie  from  the  pursuit 
of  almost  every  object  wortliy  of  an  intellisrent,  rational  mind.  But 
not  until  that  meeting  at  S'-neca  Falls  in  184S,  of  the  pioneers  in  the 
Ciiuse,  gave  this  feeling  of  unrest  form  and  voice,  did  1  take  action. 
Then  I  summoned  a  few  women  in  our  neigliborhood  together  and 
formed  an  Equal  Suffrage  Society,  and  sent  petitions  to  our  Legis- 
lature ;  but  our  efforts  were  little  known  beyond  our  circle,  as  we 
were  in  communication  with  no  person  or  newspaper.  Yet  there 
was  enough  of  wrong  in  our  narrow  horizon  to  rouse  some  thought 
in  the  minds  of  all. 

In  those  early  days  a  husband's  supremacy  was  often  enforced  in 
the  rural  districts  by  corporeal  chastisement,  and  it  was  considered 
by  most  people  as  quite  right  and  proper — as  much  so  as  the  correc- 
tion of  refractory  children  in  like  manner.  I  remember  in  my  own 
neighborhood  a  man  who  was  a  Hethodiat  class-leader  and  esdiorter, 
and  one  who  was  esteemed  a  worthy  citizen,  who,  every  few  weeltB, 
giu  e  his  wife  a  beating  with  his  horsewhip.  He  said  it  was  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  keep  her  in  subjection,  and  because  she  scolded  so 
mndi.  Now  this  wife,  surrounded  by  six  or  seyen  little  chOdren, 
whom  she  must  wash,  drees,  feed,  and  attend  to  day  and  night,  was 
obliged  to  spin  and  weave  doth  for  all  the  garments  of  the  family. 
She  had  to  milk  the  cows,  make  butter  and  cheese,  do  all  the  oook- 
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iiig,  washing,  making,  and  mending  for  the  family,  and,  with  the 
pains  of  maternity  forced  upon  her  every  eigliteen  raonths,  was 
"whipped  bv  her  pious  husband,  "because  she  scolded."  And  pray, 
why  should  he  not  have  chastised  her?  The  laws  made  it  his  privi- 
lege— and  the  Bii)le,  as  interpreted,  made  it  his  duty.  It  is  true, 
women  repined  at  their  hard  lot;  but  it  was  thought  to  be  fixed  by 
R  divine  decree,  for  "  The  man  shall  rule  over  thee,"  and  "  Wives, 
be  subject  to  your  husbands,'"  and  "  Wives,  submit  yourselves  unto 
your  husbands  as  unto  the  Lord,"  caused  them  to  consider  their  fate 
inevitable,  and  to  feel  that  it  would  be  contravening  God's  law  to 
resist  it.  It  is  ever  thus ;  where  Tlieology  enchains  the  soul,  the 
Tyrant  enslaves  the  body.  But  can  any  one,  who  has  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  laws  that  govern  our  being — of  heredity  and  pre-natal 
influences — be  astonished  that  our  jails  and  prisons  are  filled  with 
criminak,  and  our  hospitals  with  sickly  specimens  of  humanity? 
At?  long  as  the  mother  of  the  race  are  subject  to  such  unhappy  con- 
ditions, it  can  never  be  materially  improved.  Men  exhibit  some 
common  sense  in  breeding  all  animals  except  those  of  their  own 
species. 

All  through  the  Anti-Slavery  struggle,  every  word  of  denuncia- 
tion of  the  wrongs  of  the  Southern  slave,  was,  I  felt,  equally  appli- 
cable to  the  wrongs  of  my  own  sex.  Every  argument  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  colored  man,  was  equally  one  for  that  of  woman ; 
and  I  was  surprised  that  all  AbolitioniBts  did  not  see  the  similaiity 
in  the  condition  of  the  two  daasee.  I  read,  with  intense  interest, 
ereiythingthat  indjeated  an  awakening  of  pnblie  or  private  thon^t 
to  the  idea  that  woman  did  not  occupy  her  rightful  podtion  in  the 
organization  of  society ;  and,  when  I  read  the  lectures  of  Ernestine 
L.  Bose  and  the  writings  of  Mai^ret  Fuller,  and  fonnd  that  other 
women  entertained  the  same  thoughts  that  had  been  seething  in  my 
own  hndn,  and  realized  that  I  stood  not  alone,  how  mj  heart 
bounded  with  joy  I  The  arguments  of  that  distinguished  jurist, 
Judge  Hnrlbnrt,  encouraged  me  to^hope  that  men  would  ultimately 
see  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  concede  to  women  their  natural 
rights. 

I  hailed  with  gladness  any  aspiration  of  women  toward  an  enlarge- 
ment of  iheir  sphere  of  action ;  and  when,  in  the  early  part  of  1848, 
I  learned  that  Hiss  Elizabeth  BhMskwell  had  been  admitted  as  a 
student  to  Hie  medical'  college  at  Geneva,  K.  7.,  bdng  ihe  first  lady 
in  the  United  States  that  had  attained  that  privilege,  and  knowing 
the  tide  of  public  sentiment  she  had  to  stem,  I  ooidd  not  re&ain 
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from  witing  her  a  letter  of  approval  and  enoonragemeDt.  In  re» 
torn  I  received  the  following : 

PmLADBLFBiA,  Augud  12, 1848. 

Bbab  1CAI>AM^— Tour  Ittfetor,  I  «aa  assare  70a,  mot  with  a  hearty  wet- 
oome  from  me.  And  I  cpa  not  refrain  from  writing  to  you  a  warm  ac- 
knowledgment of  your  cordial  sympathy,  and  expressing  the  pleasure 
•with  which  T  have  read  your  brave  words.  It  is  true,  I  look  neither  for 
praise  nor  blame  in  parsuiag  the  path  which  I  have  chosen.  With  firm  re- 
ligioui  anthnatasm,  no  ophiton  of  the  worid  will  move  me,  hot  when  I 
receive  from  a  woman  an  approval  so  trae-heurted  and  Rowing,  a  peoog- 
nition  so  clear  of  the  motives  whioh  urge  me  on,  ^en  my  very  soul  boundB 
at  the  thrilling  wortls,  and  I  go  on  with  renewed  eneigy,  with  hope,  and 
holy  joy  in  my  inmost  being. 

My  whole  life  is  devoted  unreservedly  to  the  service  of  my  sex.  The 
atndy  and  pyaetloe  of  medicine  ie  in  my  thought  but  one  means  to  a  great 
Mid,  for  wliieh  my  vwf  eonl  yeama  with  intenieet  paieionate  emotion, 
of  which  I  have  dreamed  day  and  night,  from  my  eaiiieet  childhood,  iot 
which  I  would  offer  up  my  life  with  triumphant  thanksgiving,  if  martyr- 
dom could  secure  that  glorious  end:  —  the  true  ennoblement  of 
woman,  the  full  harmonious  development  of  her  unknown  nature,  and 
the  consequent  redemption  of  the  whole  human  race.  "  Earth  waits  for 
her  qneen."  Every  noble  movement  of  the  age,  every  prophecy  of  ftitnre 
glory,  every  throb  of  that  great  heart  which  Is  laboring  tlirongfaout 
Christendom,  call  on  woman  with  a  voice  of  thunder,  with  the  authority 
of  a  God,  to  listen  to  the  mighty  summons  to  awake  from  ht?r  guilty 
sleep,  and  rouse  to  glorious  action  to  play  her  part  in  the  great  drama  of 
the  ages,  and  finish  the  work  that  man  has  begun. 

Most  IhUy  do  I  respond  to  all  the  noble  aspirations  that  flU  yonr  letter. 
Women  am  feeble,  narrow,  fHvolons  at  present!  ignorant  of  their  own 
eapacMes,  and  nndeveloped  hi  thought  and  feeling;  and  while  they  re- 
main so, the  great  work  of  human  regeneration  must  remain  incomplete; 
humanity  will  continue  to  siafft^r.  and  cry  in  vain  for  deliverance,  for 
woman  has  her  work  to  do,  and  no  one  can  accomplish  it  fpr  her.  She 
Is  bound  to  rise,  to  try  her  strength,  to  break  her  bonds;— not  with 
nc^y  ontory,  not  with  Hinting  or  eomplaint;  but  with  quiet  strength, 
with  gentle  dlgidiy,  firmly,  irresistibly,  with  a  oool  determination  that 
never  wavers,  with  a  clear  insight  into  her  own  capacities,  let  her  do  her 
duty,  pursue  her  highest  convictioir  of  right,  and  firmly  grasp  whatever 
she  is  able  to  carry. 

Knob  is  said  of  the  oppression  woman  snlbvs;  man  Is  reproaehed  wlUk 
being  nnjnst,  tyrannical,  Jealons.  I  do  not  so  read  human  life.  The  ex* 
flinsion  and  constraint  woman  suffers,  is  not  the  result  of  purposed  injury 
or  premeditated  insult.  It  has  arisen  naturally,  without  violence,  sim- 
ply because  woman  has  desired  nothinf?  more,  has  not  felt  the  soul  too 
lai^e  for  the  body.  But  when  woman,  with  matured  strength,  with 
steady  purpode,  presents  her  lofty  olaun,  all  barrien  will  give  way,  and 
man  wiU  welcome,  with  a  thrill  of  Joy,  the  new  Urth  of  his  sister  spirit, 
the  advent  of  his  partner,  his  oo-worker,  In  the  great  universe  of  being. 
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H  tlie  praMnt  avraofemeiito  of  aoototf  will  not  admit  of  womaa's  frM 

derelopment,  then  society  most  be  vemodeled,  and  adapted  to  the  gnat 
wants  of  all  humanity.  Our  race  is  one,  tlio  intorents  of  all  are  ingopa- 
rably  united,  and  haraifmic  freedom  for  the  perfect  growth  of  every  hu- 
man soul  is  the  great  want  of  our  tiiiio.  It  has  given  me  heartfelt  satis- 
flwtlon,  dear  madam,  tbat  70a  sympstblae  in  my  eflbrt  to  advaaee  the 
great  intereete  of  hamanity.  I  feel  the  responsibility  of  my  poettlon.  and 
I  shall  endeavor,  by  wisdom  of  action,  purity  of  motive,  and  unwavering 
steadiness  of  purpose,  to  justify  the  noble  hope  I  have  excited.  To  me 
the  future  is  fall  of  glorious  promise,  humanity  is  arousing  to  accom- 
pliah  its  grand  deetlny,  and  in  the  fellowibip  of  this  great  hope,  I  vonld 
greet  yon,  and  reeognlie  in  yoar  noble  spirit  a  fsllow-labater  for  the  tme 
and  the  giood.  BUBABSni  BlaokwbIiI*. 

Mrs.  Built  CoLUHa 

But,  it  was  the  piooesdings  of  the  ConTontioD,  in  1848,  at  S^n- 
eon  FaUsi  that  fiist  g»Te  a  direetion  to  the  efforts  of  the  many  wom- 
en, who  bsgan  to  feeL  tihe  degradation  of  their  subject  oondition, 

and  its  baneful  effects  upon  the  human  race.  They  then  eaw  the 
seoessitj  for  associated  action,  in  order  to  obtain  the  elective  fran- 
chise, the  only  key  that  would  unlock  the  doors  of  their  prison.  I 
wrote  to  Miss  Sarah  C.  Owen,  Secretary  of  the  Women's  Protective 
Union,  at  Rochester,  as  to  the  line  of  procedure  that  had  been  pro- 
posed there.    In  reply,  under  date  of  October  1,  1848,  she  says: 

Yonr  letter  has  Just  reached  me,  and  witli  much  pleasure  I  reply  to 
the  echo  of  inquiry,  beyond  the  bounds  of  those  personally  aKsociated 
with  us  in  this  enterprise.  It  is  indeed  enoouraging  to  hear  a  voice  from 
Sonth  Bristol  in  sneh  peiiBet  nnison  witii  oar  own. 

Possibly,  extracts  from  my  next  letter  to  Afis;^  Owen,  dated  Oct. 
23,  1848,  will  ^ive  you  the  best  idea  of  the  movement: 

I  should  have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  Ist  inst.  ear- 
lier, but  wished  to  report  somewhat  of  progress  whenever  I  should  write. 
Onr  prospects  here  are  toi^tening.  Every  lady  of  any  worth  or  intelU- 
genee  adopts  nnhedtatingly  oar  view,  and  eononrs  In  oar  measnrea. 
On  the  19th  inst.  we  met  and  organized  a  Woman's  Bqual  Bights  Union. 
Living  in  the  country,  where  the  population  is  sparse,  we  are  conse- 
quently few;  but  hope  to  make  up  in  zoal  and  energy  for  our  lack  of 
numbers.  We  breathe  a  freer,  if  not  a  purer  atmosphuro  here  among 
the  mountains,  than  do  the  dweUers  in  oities,~have  mote  independence, 
—are  less  sabjeet  to  the  despotism  of  fiMhlon,  and  are  less  absoxbed 

with  d  rews  and  UTnust^monts  A  press  entirely  devoted  to  our 

cau8e  seeiuH  ind?.«pensablo.  If  there  is  none  such,  can  you  tell  me  of 
any  paper  that  advowites  our  claims  more  warmly  than  the  North  Start* 

•  Published  by  Frederick  Douglass,  the  first  colored  man  that  edited  a  paper  In  this 
coootiy.  Hlfl  pKss  i<ru  pre«eute(l  to  him  by  the  women  ot  EngUnd,  who  «yiDp»thise<l 
wttk  the  satt-slaveiy  movement. 
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A  lecturer  in  the  field  would  be  most  desirable;  but  how  to  raise  funds 
to  sustain  one  is  the  question.  I  never  really  wished  for  Ahvddin's  lamp 
till  now.  Would  to  Heaven  that  women  oould  bo  persuaded  to  use  the 
Ainds  they  acquire  by  their  eewing-oiretos  and  fairs,  in  trying  to  raise  their 
o.wn  conation  tSbm  that  of  **inliuits,  idiots,  and  Innatios,**  with  whom 
oarstatateseUuBS  them,  instead  of  spending  the  money  in  decorating  theii 
churches,  or  sustaining  a  clergy,  the  most  of  whom  are  striving  to  rivet 
the  chains  still  closer  that  bind,  not  only  our  own  aez,  but  the  oppressed 
of  every  class  and  color. 

Ths  eleotive  ftaneUse  is.  now  the  ono  object  for  which  we  mast  la- 
bor; that  onoe  attained,  all  the  rest  will  be  easily  acquired.  Moral  Re- 
form and  Terapernnce  Societies  maybe  multiplied  ad  infifiitum, hut  tliey 
have  about  the  same  eflfect  upon  the  evils  they  seek  to  cure,  as  clipping 
the  top  of  a  hedge  would  have  toward  extirpating  it.  Please  forward  me 
a  copy  of  the  petition  for  suffrage.  We  will  engage  to  do  aU  we  can,  not 
only  in  oar  own  town,  bat  in  the  adjoining  ones  of  Riehmond,  Bast 
Bloomfleld,  Canandaigua.  and  Naples.  I  have  promises  of  aid  from  peo- 
ple of  inrtuonco  in  obtaining  viitrniit'ires.  In  tlie  meantime  wo  wish  to 
di.sseminatc  some  able  work  upon  the  enfranchisement  of  women.  We 
wish  to  present  our  Assemblyman  elect,  whoever  he  may  be,  with  some 
work  of  this  kind,  and  solieit  his  candid  attention  to  the  sobjeet.  Peo- 
ple are  more  willing  to  be  convineed  bj  the  calm  p«rasal  of  an  aiigomeot, 
than  In  a  personal  diiseassion,  .... 

Our  Sodetj  was  composed  of  some  fifteen  or  twenty  ladies,  and 

we  met  once  in  two  weeks,  in  each  other's  parlors,  alternately,  for 
discussion  and  interchange  of  ideas.  I  was  elK^en  Pi-esident;  Mre. 
Sophia  Allen,  Yioe-Presid^nit ;  Mrs.  Uoraoe  f  ennell,  Treasurer ;  and 
one  of  several  yonng  ladies  who  were  meinbers  was  Secretary.  Uor^ 
ftce  Pennell,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  were  two  of  our  most  earnest  helpers. 
We  drafted  a  petition  to  the  Leprifli^ture  to  (rraiit  women  tlie  right 
of  suffmge,  and  obtained  the  names  of  si.xty-two  of  the  n)o-t  intel- 
ligent people,  male  and  female,  in  our  own  and  adjoinin^^  towns, 
and  sent  it  to  our  Representative  in  Aliiany.  It  was  received  hy 
the  Legi>laturc  as  something  absurdly  ridiculous,  and  laid  upon  the 
table.  We  introduced  the  question  into  the  Debating  Clubs,  that 
were  in  those  days  such  popular  institutions  in  the  rural  districts, 
and  in  every  way  sought  to  agitate  the  subject.  I  found  a  great 
many  men,  especially  those  of  the  better  class,  disposed  to  accord 
equal  rights  to  onr  sex.  And,  now,  as  the  highest  tribute  that  I  can 
pay  to  the  memory  of  a  hnsbend,  I  may  say  that  during  our  com- 
panionahip  of  thirtj-five  years,  I  was  most  cordtallj  sustained  bj 
mine,  in  my  adyocaey  of  eq[Ufil  rights  to  women.  Amongst  my 
own  sex,  I  found  too  many  on  whom  ages  of  repression  had  wrought 
their  natural  effect,  uid  whose  ideaa  and  aspirations  were  narrowed 
down  to  the  confines  of   woman's  sphere/'  beyond  whose  limits  it 
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was  not  only  impious,  but  in&moiu  to  treid.  "Woman's  sphere" 
thmf  was  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  housekeeper,  ply  the  needle, 
and  teaofa  a  primaxy  or  ladies'  school.  From  press,  and  pulpit,  and 
platform,  she  was  tauj^t  that  to  be  unknown  was  her  highest 
praise,"  that  dependence  was  her  best  proteotion,"  and  "her 
weakness  her  sweetest  ehann."  She  needed  only  sufficient  intelli 
gence  to  comprehend  her  husband's  superiority,  and  to  obey  him  in 
all  things.   It  is  not  surprising,  then,  that  I  as  often  heard  the  terms 

strong-minded  "  and  masculine"  as  opprobrious  epithets  nsed 
against  pnigressivc  women,  by  their  own  sex  as  by  the  otiier;  an- 
other example  only  of  the  stultifying  effect  of  subjection,  upon  the 
mind,  exactly  paralleled  by  the  Southern  slaves,  amongst  many  of 
M'hom  the  strongest  term  of  contempt  that  could  be  n«cd  was 
"  Fn'^  Nwgfir.''^  Our  Ecpal  Kights  Association  continued  to  hold 
its  meetings  for  somewhat  over  a  year,  and  they  were  at  last  sus- 
pended on  account  of  bad  weather  and  the  difficulty  of  comiiiir  to- 
gether in  the  country  districts.  We,  however,  continued  to  send 
petitions  to  the  Legislature  for  the  removal  of  woman's  disabilities. 

From  1858  to  18G9  my  home  was  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  There, 
by  brief  newspaper  articles  and  in  othsr  ways,  I  sought  to  in* 
flaenoe  public  sentiment  in  fiivor  of  this  fnndamentsl  morm.  In 
1868  a  Society  was  organised  there  for  the  reformation  of  abandoned 
women.  At  one  of  its  meetings  I  endeavored  to  show  how  f  ntile 
all  their  efforts  woold  be,  while  women,  by  the  laws  of  the  land, 
were  made  a  sabjeet  class;  that  only  by  enfitmchising  woman  and 
permitting  her  a  more  firee  and  Inerative  range  of  employments, 
oonld  they  hope  to  suppress  the  ''social  eriL"  My  remarks  pro- 
duced some  agitation  in  the  meeting  and  some  newspaper  criticisms. 
In  Bochester,  X  found  many  pioneers  in  the  cause  of  Woman  Suf- 
frage, and  from  year  to  year  we  petitioned  our  Legislature  for  it. 

Since  1869  I  have  been  a  citizen  of  Louisiana.  Here,  till  re- 
cently, political  troubles  engrossed  the  minds  of  men  tn  t)ie  exclu- 
sion of  every  other  consideration.  They  glowed  with  lieiy  indigna- 
tion at  being,  themselves,  deprived  of  the  right  of  suifrage,  or  at 
having  their  votes  annulled,  and  regarded  it  as  an  intolerable  out- 
rage;  yet,  at  the  same  time,  they  denied  it  to  all  women,  many  of 
whom  valued  the  elective  frnncliisc*  as  iiifjhlv,  and  felt  as  intensely* 
as  did  men,  the  injustice  that  withheld  it  from  them.  In  1879, 
when  the  Convention  met  to  frame  a  new  Constitution  for  the 
State,  we  strongly  petitioned  it  for  an  enlargement  of  oar  oi?i] 
rights  and  for  the  bidlot.  Mrs.  Elisabeth  L.  Saxon  was  indefatiga* 
Ue  in  her  efforts,  and  went  before  the  Oonvention  in  person 
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and  plead  our  cause.  But  the  majority  of  the  members  thought 
there  were  cogent  reasons  for  not  granting  our  petitions ;  but  they 
made  women  eligible  to  all  school  offices — ao  indication  that  Louis- 
iana will  not  be  the  last  State  in  tbe  XTnion  to  deny  women  their 
inalienafkle  rights.  Eiolt  Collins. 

The  newiqpa|>6r  oomments  on  Elisabetili  BlaekwaU  as  a  phjsidan, 
both  in  the  Erencsh  and  American  papery  seem  rerj  ridicnlons  to 
as  at  this  distance  of  time.  Ths  AnurioMf  Roi^eBter,  K.  T., 
July,  1848 : 

A  HOTSL  GmomfBTAflCB.— Oar  gDadori  will  perfaapa  ramMiber  that 
some  time  ago  *  lady.  Miss  Elisabeth  Blaekwell,  applied  for  admlBsloii 
as  a  stadent  in  one  of  the  medloal  eolleges  of  Philadelphiii,  her  purpose 
btMnfr  to  f^o  through  an  entire  course  of  the  study  of  medicine.  The  ap- 
pUcation  was  denied,  and  the  lady  subsequently  entered  tlie  (ieneva 
Medical  College,  where,  at  the  Annual  Commencement  on  the  23d  in- 
'  Btant,  she  graduated  with  higb  honors  and  reoeived  the  degree  of  M.D., 
the  subjeot  of  her  thesis  being  "ship  fever."  On  receiving  her  diploouk 
she  thus  addrsssed  the  President:  With  the  help  of  the  Most  High,  it 
shall  be  the  effort  of  my  life  to  shod  honor  on  this  diploma."  Professor 
Lpp,  who  deh'verod  Tlie  customary  oration,  complimented  the  lady  by 
saying  that  »he  hud  won  the  distinction  of  her  class  by  attending  faith- 
fully to  every  duty  required  of  candidates  striving  for  the  honor.  Eight- 
een young  gentlemen  reeeived  the  degrse  of  ILD.  at  the  same  time. 

After  graduating  with  high  honors  in  this  conntrv.  Dr.  Elizabeth 
Blaukwell  went  to  France  to  secure  still  higher  aiivantages  of  edo- 
cation  than  could  be  found  here.  What  wa^  thought  of  hor  there 
will  bo  seen  by  the  following  letter  of  a  Paris  co-respondent  in  the 
New  York  Journal  <f  Commerce  : 

Ax  Ambbicast  DocTBBsa— The  medical  eonmmnlty  of  Paris  is  all 

agog  by  the  arrival  of  the  celebrated  American  doctor,  Miss  Blackwell. 
She  has  quite  bewildered  the  learned  faculty  by  her  diploma,  all  in  due 
form,  authorizing  her  to  dose  and  bleed  and  amputate  with  the  bef»t  of 
them.  Some  of  them  tiiink.  Miss  Black  well  must  be  a  socialist  of  the 
most  rabid  elass,  and  that  her  nndertaking  Is  the  entering  wedge  to  a 
systooiatle  attaek  on  society  hj  the  wliole  sex.  Others,  who  have  seen 
her,  say  that  there  is  nothing  very  alanning  in  her  manner;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  she  is  modest  and  unassuming,  and  talkn  r<^a«onably  on  other 
subjects.  The  ladies  attack  her  in  turn.  One  said  to  me  a  few  days 
since,  "Oh,  it  is  too  horrid!  Vm  sure  I  never  could  touch  her  iiaudl 
Only  to  think  that  tiiose  long  fingers  of  hers  had  been  eatting  up  dead 
people."  I  have  seen  the  doetor  in  question,  and  most  say  in  lUtmeM, 
that  her  appearanee  Is  qnite  prepossesidng.  She  is  young,  and  rather 
good-lookinp:;  her  manner  indicates  great  energy  of  character,  and  she 
seems  to  have  entered  on  her  siogaiar  career  from  motives  of  duty,  and 
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encouraged  by  respectable  ladies  of  Cincinnati.  After  abovit  ten  days' 
heeitaiioD,  on  the  part  of  tho  directory  of  the  Hospital  of  Maternity, 
ebe  boa  at  last  received  permission  to  enter  tlie  institution  aa  a  pupil. 


BBNB8TINB  L.  BOSB. 

BY  L.  B.  BABNABD. 

Ernestine  L.  Kose — maiden  name  SiistnutiJ  Potoski — was  bom 
January  13, 1810,  at  Pyeteikow,  in  Poland.  Her  father,  a  v  ery  pious 
and  learned  nbbi,  was  so  cooadeDtioiis  that  he  would  take  no  pay 
for  discharging  the  functions  of  his  offiee,  saying  he  would  not  con- 
vert his  duty  into  a  means  of  gain.  As  a  child  she  was  of  a  reflective 
liabit,  and  though  very  active  and  cheerful,  she  scarcely  ever  en- 
gaged with  her  young  oompanioos  in  their  sports,  but  took  grest 
delight  in  the  company  of  her  fsther,  for  whom  she  entertained  a 
remarkable  affection. 

At  a  very  early  age  she  eomincnced  reading  the  Hebrew  Script- 
ureSy  but  soon  became  involved  in  serious  difficulties  respectiog  the 
formation  of  the  world,  the  origin  of  evil,  and  other  obscure  points 
suggested  by  the  sacred  history  and  cosmogony  of  her  people.  The 
reproofs  which  met  her  at  every  step  of  her  biblical  mvestigations, 
and  being  constantly  told  that  "  little  girls  must  not  ask  questions," 
made  her  at  that  early  day  an  advocate  of  religious  freedom  and 
woman's  rights  ;  as  ehc  could  not  see,  on  the  one  hand,  why  subjects 
of  vital  interest  should  be  held  too  sacred  for  investigation,  nor,  on 
the  other,  why  a  little  girl "  should  not  have  the  same  right  to 
ask  questions  as  a  little  boy.  Despite  her  early  investigation  of  the 
Bible,  she  waa  noted  for  her  strict  observance  of  all  &e  rites  and 
ceremonies  ci  the  Jewish  fRith,  though  some  of  them,  on  account 
of  her  tender  age,  were  not  demanded  of  her.  8he  was,  however, 
often  painfully  disturbed  by  her  <*  carnal  reason  questioning  the 
ntSMty  a£  these  multifarious  observances.  As  an  illustration,  she 
one  day  asked  her  father,  with  much  anxiety,  why  he  fssted*  so 
much  more  than  others,  a  habit  which  was  seriously  impairing  bis 
health  and  spirits ;  and  being  told  that  it  was  to  please  God,  who 
required  this  sacrifice  at  his  hands,  she,  in  a  serious  and  most  em- 
phatic tone,  replied,  "  If  God  is  pleased  in  making  you  sick  and 
unhappy,  I  hate  God."  This  idea  of  tho  cruelty  of  God  toward  her 
father  had  a  remarkable  influence  upon  her ;  and  at  the  age  of  f our- 

*  WuUag  with  Jewa  aMnt  abitalBtaig  Aron  food  taA  iMk  from  befim  numiA  one 
eradnff,  vntU  after  the  sttn  wen  oat  ebe  next  ereoiofr. 
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teen  ebe  renounced  lier  belief  in  the  Bible  and  the  religion  of  her 
father,  which  broiip:ht  down  upon  her  great  trouble  and  persecution 
alike  from  her  own  Jewish  friends  and  from  Christians. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  she  bad  the  misfortuue  to  lose  her  mother. 
A  year  afterward  lier  father  manied  again,  and  thiongli  miBdirected 
kindoeBB  ioyoWed  her  in  a  lawsuit,  in  whidi  she  plead  her  own  ease 
and  won  it ;  bat  she  left  iche  property  with  her  father,  declaring 
tiiat  she  cared  nothing  for*  it,  bat  only  for  jnatice,  and  that  her  in> 
heritanoe  might  not  MX  into  mercenary  hands.  8he  sabeeqnently 
traveled  in  Poland,  Russia,  the  Qermanic  States,  Holland,  Belgium, 
France,  and  England ;  daring  which  time  i^he  witnessed  and  took 
part  in  some  interesting  and  important  alfairs.  While  in  Berlin 
she  had  an  interview  with  the  King  of  Prussia  concerning  the  right 
of  Polish  Jews  to  remain  in  that  city.  The  Jews  of  Russian  Poland 
were  not  permitted  to  continue  in  Prussia,  unless  they  conhl  bring 
forward  as  security  Pruesiaii  citizens  who  were  holders  of  real  estate. 
But  even  then  they  could  iret  a  permit  to  tarry  only  on  a  visit,  and 
not  to  transact  any  business  for  themselves.  Mile.  Potoski,  being 
from  Poland  and  a  Jewess,  was  subject  to  this  disjibility.  Though 
she  could  have  obtained  the  requisite  security  by  apply inc:  for  it,  she 
preferred  to  stand  upon  her  natural  rights  as  a  human  being.  She 
remonstrated  against  the  gross  iujastice  of  the  law,  and  obtained  the 
right  to  remain  as  long  as  she  wished,  and  to  do  what  she  pleased. 

In  Hague,  she  became  acquainted  with  a  very  distressing  ease  ot 
a  poor  sailor,  the  &ther  of  four  dhildrm,  whose  ?nfe  .had  been  im- 
prisoned for  an  sUeged  crime  of  which  he  insisted  she  was  innocent. 
Inquiring  into  the  case,  HUe.  Potoski  drew  up  a  petition  which  she 
personally  presented  to  the  King  of  Holland,  and  had  the  satisfac- 
ti<ni  of  seeing  the  poor  woman  restored  to  her  family.  She  was  in 
Paris  during  the  ^Revolution  of  July,  1 830,  and  witnessed  most  of 
its  exciting  scenes.  On  seeing  Louis  Phillipc  presented  by  Lafay- 
ette to  the  people  of  Paris  from  the  balcony  of  the  Tuilleries,  she  re- 
marked to  a  friend,  "  That  man,  as  well  as  Charles  X.,  will  one  day 
have  froo<l  reason  to  wish  himself  safely  off  the  throne  of  France." 

In  Enijland  slie  became  acquainted  with  Lortl  Grosvenor  and  fam- 
ily, with  Frances  Farrar,  sister  of  Oliver  Farrar,  I^f.P.,  the  Miss 
Leeds,  and  others  of  the  nobility ;  also  with  many  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  of  Friciuis,  among  them  Joseph  Gurney  and  his 
sister  Elizaljeth  Fry,  the  eminent  philanthropist,  in  wiiose  company 
she  visited  Newgate  Prison.  In  1832  she  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Robert  Owen,  and  warmly  espoused  his  principles.  In  189i  she 
presided  at  the  formation  of  a  society  called   The  Association  of  all 
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Classes  of  all  Nations,  witbont  distinction  of  sect,  sex,  party  condi- 
tion, or  color."  While  in  England  she  married  William  E.  Hose, 
and  \\\  the  sprin<<  of  1836,  came  to  the  United  States,  and  resided 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  Soon  after  her  arrival  slie  cotmnenced 
lecturing  on  the  evils  of  the  existing  social  system,  the  formation 
of  hnman  character,  slavery,  the  rights  of  woman,  and  other  re- 
form questions. 

At  a  jjreat  pnV)Hc  meeting  in  the  l^iroachvay  Tabernacle  to  consider 
the  necessity  of  an  improved  system  of  P'ree  Scliools,  J.  S.  Buciving- 
hara,  M.P.,  of  England,  and  Rev.  liohort  T>reckci) ridge,  of  Ken- 
tucky, were  among  the  speakers.  Mrs.  Kosc,  sitting  in  the  gallery, 
called  the  reverend  gentleman  to  order  for  violating  the  si^-nse  of  the 
audience,  in  entirely  overlooking  the  important  object  which  had 
called  the  people  together,  and  indulging  in  a  violent  clerical  har- 
angue against  a  claiss  whom  he  stigmatized  as  infidels.  This  bold  inno- 
vation of  a  woman  upon  the  hitherto  unquestioned  prerogatives  of 
the  elerg^',  at  once  caused  a  tremendoas  excitement  Lond  eries  of 
«Throw  her  down!"  ** Drag  her  ont  She's  an  iniidel  I "  re- 
sounded in  an  parts  of  the  hiiilding.  She,  however,  held  her  ground, 
calm  and  collected  while  the  tumult  lasted,  and  after  quiet  was  re- 
fltore4,  continued  her  remarks  in  a  most  dignified  manner,  making  a 
deep  impression  upon  all  present.  Certain  religious  papers  declared 
it  a  forewarning  <^  some  terrible  calamity,  that  a  woman  should  caU 
a  minister  to  account,  and  that,  too,  in  a  church. 

Mrs.  Bose  has  lectured  In  not  less  than  twenty-three  different 
States  of  the  Union.  Some  of  them  she  has  visited  often,  and  on 
several  occasions  she  has  addressed  legislative  bodies  with  marked 
effect,  advocating  the  necessity  of  legal  redress  for  the  wrongs  and 
disabilities  to  which  her  pe.v  are  subject.  As  an  advocate  of  wom- 
an's rights,  anti-slavery  and  religious  liberty,  she  lias  earned  a  world- 
wide celebrity.  For  iifty  years  a  ]>nhlic  speaker,  during  which  pe- 
riod she  has  associated  with  the  intluential  classes  in  Euro{)e  and 
America,  and  borne  an  active  part  in  the  great  progressive  move- 
ments which  mark  the  present  as  the  most  glorious  of  historical 
epochs,  Ernestine  L.  Rose  has  accomplished  for  the  elevation  of  her 
se.x  and  the  amelioration  of  social  couditions,  a  work  which  can  be 
ascribed  to  few  women  of  our  time. 

In  the  spring  of  1854,  Mrs.  Rose  and  Miss  Anthony  took  a  trip 
together  to  Washington,  Alexandria,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  speak- 
ing two  or  three  times  in  each  place.  This  was  after  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Kansas-Kehraaka  Bill  in  Congrees,  and  the  excitement  of 
the  country  upon  the  slavery  question  was  intense.  Mrs.  Boee^s 
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third  lecture  in  Washington  was  on  the  Nebraska  Question."  Thia 
lecture  was  scarcely  notice  J,  the  only  paper  giving  it  the  least  re- 
port, being  The  Wa^hingtan  Globe^  which,  though  it  spoke  most 
hiL'Iily  <»f  licr  as  a  lecturer,  misrepregentcl  lier  by  ascribing  to  her 
the  argiiiiicnts  of  the  South.  Tlte  Xatiomil  Era,  the  only  anti-slav- 
ery j)aper  in  Washington,  was  entirely  silent,  taking  no  notice  of 
the  fact  that  Mrs.  Rose  had  spoken  in  tliat  city  against  the  further 
spread  of  slavery.  Whether  this  was  due  to  editorial  prejudice 
against  sex,  or  agaiust  freedom  of  religious  belief,  is  unknown. 

In  the  winter  of  1855,  Mi-s.  Rose  spoke  in  thirteen  of  the  tifty- 
foQr  County  ConTentions  npon  woman  6u£[rago  held  in  the  IState  of 
New  York,  and  each  winter  took  part  in  the  Albany  Conventions 
and  hearings  before  the  Legiaktnre,  which  in  1800  resulted  in  the 
passage  of  the  bill  aecnring  to  women  the  right  to  Uieir  wages  and 
the  equal  gnardianship  of  their  children. 

Mrs.  Rose  was  snstained  in  her  work  by  the  earnest  sympathy 
of  her  husband,  who  gladly  famished  her  the  means  of  making 
her  extensive  tours,  so  that  through  his  sense  of  justice  she  was 
enabled  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Woman's  Rights,  Anti-Slavery,  and 
Free  Religion  without  money  and  without  price. 

Tiie  Bo«Um  InvestigiUor  of  January  15, 1881,  speaking  of  a  letter 
just  received  from  her,  says :  "  Thirty  years  ago  Mrs.  Rose  was  in  her 
prime — an  excellent  lecturer,  liberal,  eloquent,  witty,  and  we  must 
add,  decidedly  handsome— '  the  Rose  that  all  were  praising.'  Her 
portniit,  lif('  si/e  and  very  natural,  hangs  in  Investigator  Hall,  and 
her  intelligent-looking  and  expressive  countenance,  and  black  glossy 
curls,  denote  intellect  and  beauty.  As  an  anti-slavery  lecturer,  a  pio- 
neer in  the  cause  of  woman's  rights,  and  an  advocate  of  Liberalism, 
she  did  good  service,  and  is  worthy,  to  be  cliissed  with  such  devoted 
friends  of  humanity  and  freedom  as  l^'rauces  Wright,  Harriet  Mar- 
tineau,  Lucretia  Mott,  and  Lydia  Mam  Child,  who  will  long  be 
pleasantly  remembered  for  their  *  works'  sake.' " 

London,  January  9.  1877. 
My  Dkak  Miss  Akthony  :— Sincerely  do  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  let- 
ter. Believe  me  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  comply  with  your  re> 
quest,  to  tell  yoa  all  about  mjwHi  and  my  pasi  labors;  bat  I  suflTer  so 
much  from  neuralgia  In  my  head  and  general  debility,  that  I  c  ni  l  not 
nndortukt!  the  tusk,  espociall^y  as  I  have  iiothinp  to  refer  to.  1  have 
never  .spoken  from  notes;  and  iis  1  did  not  intend  to  publish  anything 
about  myself,  for  I  had  no  other  ambition  except  to  work  for  the  cause 
of  humanity,  inespeotive  of  ssz,  seet,  country,  or  color,  and  did  not  ex- 
pect that  a  Susan  B.  Anthony  would  wish  to  do  it  for  me,  I  made  no 
memorandnm  of  places,  dates,  or  names;  and  thirty  or  forty  years  ago 
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the  press  waa  not  sufflciently  educated  in  the  rights  of  woman,  even  to 
aotke,  much  less  to  report  speeohes  aa  it  does  now;  and  therefore  I 
have  not  anything  to  assist  me  or  yon. 

All  that  I  can  tell  you  is,  that  I  usod  my  humble  powers  to  the  utter- 
most, nntl  niist'd  my  voio  in  behalf  of  Human  Rights  in  general,  and 
the  elevation  and  Kights  ut  Woman  in  particular,  nearly  all  my  life. 
And  so  little  have  I  spared  myself,  or  studied  my  comfort  in  summer 
4a  winter,  rain  or  shine,  day  or  night,  wlien  I  bad  an  opportunity  to 
wdk  for  the  caoee  to  which  I  had  devoted  myself,  that  I  can  hardly 
■vender  at  my  present  state  of  health. 

Yet  in  spite  of  hard*<l)ips.  for  it  was  not  n«  onsy  to  travel  at  that  time 
as  MOW,  jiTid  the  exiiense,  as  I  never  made  a  cliurge  or  took  up  a  collec- 
tion. 1  look  buck  to  that  time,  wlieu  u  stranger  and  alone,  1  went  from 
place  to  place,  in  high-ways  and  by  ways,  did  the  wovk  and  paid  my 
bills  with  great  pleasure  and  satlsDactlon;  for  the  cause  gained  ground, 
and  in  6[4te  of  my  heresies  I  had  always  good  audiences,  attentive  list- 
eners, and  was  woll  received  wherever  I  went. 

But  I  can  mention  from  memory  the  principal  places  where  T  liave 
spoken.    In  the  winter  of  1836  and  "37,  I  spoke  in  New  York,  and  lor 
some  years  aft«r  I  lectured  in  almost  every  city  in  the  State;  Hudson, 
PoQghkeepsie,  Albany,  Schenectady,  Saratoga.  Utica,  Syracuse,  Boches- 
tsr,  BnflUo,  Blmira,  and  other  places;  in  New  Jersey,  in  Newark  and 
Burlington;  in  1837,  in  Philadelj)hia,  TJri.stol,  Chester,  Pitt.sburg,  and 
•other  places  in  Pennsylvania,  and  at  Wilnungton  in  Delaware;  in  l'^42, 
in  Boston,  Charlestown,  Beverly,  Florence,  Springfield,  and  other  points 
in  Massachusetts,  and  in  Hartford,  Connecticut;  in  1844,  in  Cincinnati, 
J)ayton,  ZanesviUe,  Springfield,  Cleveland,  Toledo,  and  several  settle- 
ments in  the  backwoods  of  Ohio,  and  also  in  Bichmond,  Indiana;  in 
1815  and  '46,  I  kctured  three  times  in  the  Legislative  Hall  in  Detroit, 
and  at  Ann  Arbor  and  other  places  in  Michigan ;  and  in  1847  wad '48, 1 
.«poke  in  Charleston  and  Columbia,  in  South  Carolina. 

In  1850,  I  attended  the  first  National  Woman's  Rights  Convention  in 
Worcester,  and  neaily  all  the  National  and  State  ConvmtioDS  since, 
sintU  I  went  to  Buiope  in  1869.  Betnming  to  New  Tock  fa  1874, 1  was 
present  at  the  Convention  in  Irving  Hall,  the  only  one  held  during  my 
Ti.sit  to  America. 

I  gent  the  first  petition  to  the  New  Y'ork  Legislature  to  give  a  married 
-woman  the  right  to  hold  real  estate  in  her  own  name,  in  the  winter  of 
1886  and  '37,  to  which  after  a  good  deal  of  trouble  I  obtained  five  signa- 
tnres.  Some  of  the  ladies  said  the  gentlemen  would  laugh  at  them; 
•others,  that  they  had  rights  enough;  and  the  men  said  the  women  had 
too  many  rights  already.  Woman  at  that  time  had  not  learned  to  know 
that  she  had  any  rights  except  those  that  man  in  his  generosity 
Jiiiowed  lier;  both  liave  learned  something  since  that  time  which  they 
trtll  never  forget.  I  eonthined  sending  petitions  with  inersased  numbers 
^  signatures  untQ  1846  and  '49,  when  the  Legislature  enacted  the  law 
which  granted  to  woman  the  right  to  keep  what  was  her  own.  But  no 
-.sooner  did  it  become  legal  than  all  the  women  said,  *'Ohl  thatisrightl 
We  ought  always  to  have  bad  tliat." 
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During  the  eleven  years  from  18,37  to  1848»  I  addressed  the  Now  York 
Xiegislature  five  tiuios,  and  eioce  1848  I  can  not  say  poaitivuly,  but  a  good 
nuuij  times;  yon  know  all  that  better  than  anjr  one  else. 

Your  affectionate  friend,  EKNUjSTiXK  L.  RosK. 

In  coUeoting  the  reminiBoenoes  of  those  who  took  the  initiative 
etepe  in  this  movement,  Mtb.  Bose  was  urged  to  send  ns  some  of 
her  experiences^  bat  in  writing  that  it  was  impossible  for  her  to  do 
so,  and  yet  giving  as  the  above  sammary  of  all  she  has  aooomplished, 
muUum  tfi  parvo^  she  has  in  a  good  meaaare  complied  with  oar 
request 

AU  tturoo^  these  eventful  years  Krs.  Bose  has  foaght  a  doable 
battle ;  not  only  for  the  political  rights  of  her  sex  as  womeo,  bat 
for  their  religions  rights  as  individoal  souls ;  to  do  their  own  thi  lik- 
ing and  believing.  How  mach  of  the  freedom  they  now  rajoy,  the 
women  of  America  owe  to  thia  noble  Polieb  woman,  can  not  be  esti- 
mated,  for  moral  influences  are  too  subtle  for  measurement. 

Those  who  sat  with  her  on  the  platform  in  bygone  days,  well  re> 
member  her  matchless  powers  as  a  speaker ;  and  how  safe  we  all 
felt  while  she  had  the  floor,  that  neither  in  manner,  Bentimcnt, 
aigoment,  nor  repartee,  would  she  in  any  way  eomproDuse  the  dig- 
nity  of  the  occasion. 

She  had  a  rich  niuBical  voice,  with  just  enough  <^  foreign  accent 
and  idiom  to  add  to  the  charm  of  her  oratory.  As  a  speaker  she 
waa  pointed,  logical,  and  impassioned.  She  not  only  dealt  in  ab- 
stract principles  clearly,  but  in  their  application  touched  the  deepest 
emotiona  of  the  human  soul. 
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OHIO. 

Tbe  promiwd  land  of  f ugitiTes— "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  "— 8aletn  Convention,  1850— Akron, 
1851— Mw^tlon,  ISSS— The  addreffs  to  the  women  of  Ohio— The  Mohammedan  law  foiv 
bids  pigs,  dogs,  women,  and  other  impure  :inimal»  to  enter  a  MosqOfl — ^The  New  TCfk 
Trib»rw—C]e\c\aiu\  Convention,  185.'! — lion.  Joshua  R.  Glddluirs— Letter  from  HorflM 
Greeley— A  glowin<5  eulogy  to  Mary  W«>llstonecroft— William  Henry  Channinij'a  Dae* 
bittlon^Tb«  polptt  raspomible  for  pabllc  tmUmnA^fnaUUnt  Am  Malwii  debatet 
— Tlie  Rev.  Dr.  Nevin  polls  Mr.  Garrison's  nose— Antoinette  L.  Brown  describes  her 
exit  from  the  World's  Temperance  CooTeotion— Clncinn»ti  Conveotloo,  1866— Jan* 
XHxabetb  Jones'  Beport,  1881. 

Thekf.  were  .several  rea.sons  for  the  early,  and  more  ixeneral  agita- 
tion of  Wdiiian's  Rights  in  Ohio  at  this  period,  than  in  other  States. 
Being  separated  from  the  slave  border  by  her  river  only,  Ohio  had. 
long  been  the  ])romi?ed  land  of  fugitives,  and  the  battle-ground 
for  many  recaptured  victims,  involving  mnch  Htigjition. 

Most  stringent  hiws  had  been  passed,  called  "the  black  laws  of 
Ohio,"  to  prevent  the&e  escapes  through  her  territory.  Hence,  this 
State  was  tiie  ground  for  some  of  the  mo0fe  liefttod  anti-BlaTerj  dis- 
eoflsioiis,  not  only  in  the  Legislatare,  but  in  frequent  oonvontions. 
Geiriaon  and  his  f oHowcfb,  year  after  year,  had  overran  the  *'  Weetem 
Beeerre/'  covering  the  north-eaatem  part  of  the  Btate,  carrying  the 
gotBpel  of  freedom  to  every  hamlet. 

A  radical  paper,  called  Anti3lavery  Bugle^  edited  by  Oliver 
Johnson,  was  published  in  Salem.  It  took  strong  ground  in  &vor 
of  equal  rights  for  woman,  and  the  editor  did  all  in  his  power  to 
sustain  the  conventions,  and  encourage  the  new  movement. 

Again,  Abby  Kelly's  eloquent  voice  had  been  heard  all  through 
this  State,  denouncing  "  the  black  laws  of  Oliio,"  appealing  to  the 
ready  sympathies  of  woman  for  tlie  suffering  of  the  black  motliers, 
wives,  and  daughters  of  the  South.  This  grand  woman,  equally  fa- 
miliar with  the  tricks  of  priest .-^  and  politicians,  the  action  of  Synods, 
General  Assemblies,  Stiite  Legislatures,  and  Congresses,  who  could 
maintain  an  argument  with  any  man  on  the  slavery  question,  had 
immense  influence,  not  only  in  the  anti-slavery  conflict,  l)ut  by  her 
words  and  example  she  inspired  woman  with  new  self-respect. 

These  anti-slavery  conventions,  in  which  the  most  logical  reason- 
ers,  and  the  most  eloquent,  impassioned  orators  the  world  ever  pro- 
dttced,  kept  their  andienoes  wrought  up  to  the  highest  pitch  ol  en- 
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tbnsiann  honr  after  honr,  were  the  sebool  in  which  woman^s  rights 
found  its  readj-niade  diBciplea.  With  such  women  as  Frances  J). 
Gage,  Hannah  Tracy  Cutler,  Josephine  6.  Grifling,  J.  Elizabeth 
Jones,  llariana  Johnson,  Emily  Robinson,  Maria  Giddinga,  Betsey 
Cowles,  Caroline  M.  Severance,  Martha  J.  Tilden,  Rebecca  A.  S. 
Janney,  to  listen  to  the  exhaustive  arguments  on  human  rights, 
verily  the  seed  fell  on  good  ground,  and  the  same  justice,  that  in 
glowing  periods  was  ciaiuied  for  the  black  man,  they  now  claimed 
for  themselves,  and  compelle<l  the  law-inakers  of  this  State  to  give 
some  consideration  to  the  wrongs  of  woman. 

Again,  in  1850,  Ohio  held  a  Constitutional  Convention,  and  these 
women,  thoroughly  awake  to  their  riglitp,  nut ii rally  thought,  that  if 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  State  wen'  to  he  revised  and  amended, 
it  was  a  titting  time  for  them  to  ask  to  l>c  recognized. 

In  1851,  Harriet  Beecber  Stowe  commenced  the  publication  of 
**  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  "  in  the  National  Era^  in  Washington,  D.  0., 
which  made  Ohio,  with  its  great  river,  classic  soil,  and  quickened  the 
pulsations  of  every  woman's  heart  in  the  nation. 

Reports  of  the  Kew  York  ConventionB,  widely  copied  and  lidi- 
cnled  in  leading  joumalB)  from  Maine  to  Texas^  stroek  the  kej-note 
for  similar  gatherings  in  several  of  the  Northern  States.  Wi&out 
the  least  knowledge  of  one  another,  without  the  least  concert  of  ac- 
tion, women  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Fennsylvaniay  and  MassaehnsettSy 
sprang  up  as  if  by  magic,  and  issued  calls  for  sunilar  oonventiona 
The  striking  uniformity  in  their  appeals,  ]  t7tl  )!ib,  resolutions,  and 
speeches;  making  the  same  complaints  and  asking  the  same  redress 
for  grievances,  shows  that  all  were  moved  by  like  intiuences.  Those 
who  made  the  demand  for  political  freedom  in  1848,  in  Europe 
as  well  as  America,  were  about  the  same  age.  Significant  facts  to 
show  that  new  lii)crtv  for  womati  was  one  of  the  marked  ideas  of 

s 

the  century,  and  that  as  the  diief  factor  in  civilization,  tho  time  had 
conic  for  lier  to  take  her  ap]>ropriate  place. 

The  actors  in  this  new  movement  were  not,  as  the  London  and 
Xew  York  journals  sa.id, sour  old  maids,"  but  happy  wives  aud 
faithful  muthci-s,  who,  in  a  higher  development,  demanded  the  rights 
and  privileges  befitting  the  new  position.  Aud  if  they  may  be 
judged  by  the  vigor  and  eloquence  of  their  addresses,  aud  the 
knowledge  of  parliamentary  tactics  they  madfesfced  in  thdr  con- 
ventions, the  world  must  accord  them  rare  oommon^sense,  good 
judgment,  great  dignity  of  character,  and  a  clear  comprehension  of 
the  principles  of  government.  In  older  to  show  how  well  those  who 
inaugurated  this  movement,  understood  the  nature  of  our  republican 
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institations,  and  how  justly  they  estimated  their  true  position  in  a 
repnblic,'  we  shall  gire  lather  more  of  these  early  speeches  and  let- 
ters than  in  any  succeeding  chapters. 

In  1849,  Mrs.  £lizabeth  Wilson,  of  Cadiz,  Oliio,  aroused  some  at- 
tention to  the  general  question,  bj  the  publication  of  "A  Scriptural 
Yiew  of  Woman's  Kights  and  Duties,"  clearly  demonstrating  tbe 
equality  of  man  and  woman  in  the  creation,  as  well  as  the  independ- 
ent, self-reliant  characteristics  sanctioned  in  woman,  by  the  examples 
of  the  sex  «;iven  in  the  Bible.  As  woman  ha^i  ever  \>evu  dt'ir'adcd  by 
the  perversion  of  the  religions  element  of  her  nature,  the  ^ci  i})tiiral 
arguments  were  among  the  earliest  presentations  of  the  queetion. 
When  opponents  were  logically  cornered  on  every  other  si<le,  they 
•  nniformlv  fell  back  on  the  decrees  of  Heaven.  The  iiruoraiiee  of 
women  in  gencnil  as  to  what  their  Bibles  really  do  tuich,  ha«  been 
tlie  chief  cause  of  their  bondage.  They  have  accepted  the  opinions 
of  men  for  the  commands  of  their  Creator.  The  fulminations  of  the 
dergy  against  the  eofiEanohisement  of  womao,  were  as  bitter  and  ar- 
rogant as  against  the  emancipation  of  the  African,  and  they  defend* 
cd  their  podtion  in  both  casee  by  the  Bible.  This  led  Abolitionists 
and  women  to  a  yery  carefnl  study  of  the  Scriptures,  and  enabled 
them  to  meet  their  opponents  most  snooessfnlly.  Ko  elei^man 
ever  quoted  Seripture  with  more  readiness  and  force  than  did  Lucre- 
tia  Mott  and  William  Lloyd  Ganison,  who  alike  made  the  Bible  a 
power  on  the  side  of  freedom. 

SALEM  COXVENTION. 

In  1850  the  first  convention  in  Ohin  w  as  lield  at  8alem,  April  19th 
and  ^Otli,  ui  the  Second  Baptist  rhun  li,*  The  meetitig  convened 
at  10  o'clock,  and  was  called  to  <trder  i)y  Emily  Robinson,  who  pro- 
posed Mariana  W.  Juhnsun  as  President  pro  te//i.,  Sarah  Coates,  Secre- 
tary- pro  tern.  On  taking  the  chair,  Mrs.  Johnson  read  the  following 
call  : 

We.  t!n'  iuuh'r>i;;iu'(l,  onrn»\«<t1y  call  on  the  women  of  Ohio  to  meet  in 
Convention,  on  Friday,  the  I9th  of  April,  1850,  at  10  o'clock  a.m.,  in  the 
town  of  Salem,  to  ooncert  measures  to  seeure  to  all  persons  tbe  reoogoi* 
tion  of  equal  rights,  and  the  extension  of  the  privOdges  of  government 

without  distinction  of  .sex,  or  color;  to  inquire  into  the  origin  and  design  of 
the  rights  of  humanity,  whether  they  are  coeval  with  the  Imtnnn  rnce.  of 
universAl  inheritage  and  inalienable,  or  merely  conventional,  held  by 

•Tears  before  thf  oallln!?  of  this  Convcntfon.  Mr-.  Frinr.  -  D.  Vta'^v'  h;it!  mused  much 
tboogbt  la  Ohio  by  voice  and  pen.  She  was  a  Iouk  tiiiu-  iu  curre-'ituiiileDce  witli  Har> 
liei  Martlncan  rad  Mm.  Jue  Knfgbt,  who  was  energi  tically  working  for  redaccd  poi^ 
igc  rates,  eveit  befoire  tlie  days  of  Itowland  HiU. 
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sufferance,  dependent  for  u  basi^  uu  lucutiun,  position,  color,  and  sex, 
and  like  government  acrip,  or  deeds  of  pareliment,  traodMble,  to  be 
granted  or  withheld,  made  immutable  or  ebangeable,  as  eapriee,  popular 
liaTor,  or  the  pride  of  power  and  place  may  dietatot  changing  ever,  as  the 

weak  and  the  strong,  the  oppressed  and  the  oppressor,  come  in  conflict 
or  change  places.  Feeling  that  the  subjects  proposed  for  discussion 
are  vitally  important  to  the  interests  of  humanity,  wo  unite  in  most  ear- 
nestly ioTiting  every  one  whosinoerelydeslres  the  progressof  tme  reform 
to  be  present  at  the  Convention. 

The  meeting  of  a  convention  of  men  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
our  (?)  State,  presents  a  most  favomble  opportunity  for  the  agitation  of 
this  subject.  Women  of  Ohio!  we  call  upon  you  to  come  up  to  this  work 
in  womanly  strength  and  with  womanly  energy.  Don't  be  discouraged 
at  the  prospect  <rf  diAeiilttM.  Bemanber  that  contest  with  difficulty 
gives  strength.  Come  and  inquire  if  the  position  yon  now  occupy  is  one 
appointed  by  wisdom,  and  designed  to  secure  the  best  interests  of  the 
human  race.  Come,  and  let  us  ascertain  what  bearing  the  circumscribed 
sphere  of  woman  has  on  the  great  political  and  social  evils  that  curse  and 
desolate  the  land.  Come,  for  this  cause  claims  your  most  invincible 
perseverance;  come  in  single-heartedness,  and  with  a  personal  self-de- 
votion tliat  will  yield  evenrthing  to  Bight,  Tnitli,  and  Beason,  but  not 
an  iota  to  dogmas  or  theoretical  opiniims»  no  matter  how  tfane-hcnored, 
or  by  what  precedent  established. 

Randolph— Elizabeth  Stoadman,  Cynthia  M.  Price,  Sophronia  Smalley, 
Cordelia  L.  Smalley,  Ann  Eliza  Loe,  Keb  ecca  Everit.  New  (iardon^ 
Esther  Ann  Lukeus.  Ravenna — Luoinda  i^g,  Mary  Skinner,  Frances 
Luccook. 

The  officers  of  the  Convention  were:  Betsey  M.  Cowles,  President; 
Lvdiii  13.  Irish,  Harriet  P.  Weaver,  and  Rana  Dota,  Vice-Presi- 
dents. Caroline  Stanton,  Ann  Eh'za  Lee,  and  Sallie  B.  Gove,  Sec- 
retaries. Emily  Robinson,  J.  Elizabeth  Jones,  Josephine  S.  Gritting, 
Mariana  Johnson,  £8ther  Lol^ens,  Marj  H.  Stanton,  BusiaesB  Com- 
mittee. 

!^^I's.  Jones  read  a  very  able  speech,  which  was  printed  in  full  in 
their  published  report,  also  a  (iiscoui-se  of  Lucretia  Mott's,  "  On 
Woman, delivered  Dec.  17,  1840,  in  the  Af^seinbly  Buildinii:  in 
Philadelphia.  Interesting  letters  were  read  ^v^)\\\  Mrs.  Mott,  Lucy 
Stone,  Sarah  Pui^h,  Lydia  Jane  Pieraon,  editor  of  the  I^ncaster 
Literary  Gazette^  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  and  Harriet  N.  Torn  v.* 
Twenty-two  rcsolntioiis,  coverinir  the  wh(»lo  raTiire  of  wornairs  |)<>- 
litical,  religious,  civil,  and  s<K*ial  riixhts,  were  discussed  and  adopted. 
The  followiuir  niemrtrial  to  the  Constitutional  Conveution,  was  pre- 
sented by  Mariana  Johnson: 


*  See  Appendix. 
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MEMORIAL. 

We  believe  the  whole  theory  of  the  Common  Law  in  relation  to  woman 
is  unjust  and  de^rad'.n;?,  tending  to  reduce  her  to  a  level  with  the  filnve, 
depriving  her  of  political  existence,  and  forming  a  positive  exception  to 
the  great  dootriue  of  equality  as  set  forth  iu  the  Deolaratioa  of  Inde- 
pMideooA.  In.  the  language  of  Prol.  Walkor,  In  his  '*  Introdnotion  to 
Amoiieaa  Law**:  '*  Wc»a«n  have  no  part  or  lot  In  tha  fonndation  or 
adndnJfltration  of  the  government.  They  can  not  TOto  or  hold  office. 
They  are  required  to  contribute  their  share,  by  way  of  taxes,  to  the 
support  of  the  Government,  but  are  allowed  no  voice  in  its  direction. 
They  are  amenable  to  the  laws,  but  are  allowed  no  nhare  iu  mal&ing 
them.  This  Unguage,  when  applied  to  males,  woold  be  the  exact  defl- 
ttitibn  of  political  slavery.**  Is  it  Jnst  or  wise  that  woman,  in  the  largest 
and  professedly  the  frcont  and  most  enlightened  republic  on  the  globe, 
in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century.  ^honM  be  thu.s  dpf:rraded? 

We  would  especially  direct  the  attention  of  tlie  Conventitiu  to  the  legal 
condition  of  married  women,  isot  being  represented  in  those  bodies  from 
which  emanate  the  laws,  to  whieh  th^  are  obliged  to  submit,  they  are 
protected  neither  in  person  nor  property.  "The  meiging of  woman*s 
name  in  that  of  her  husband  is  emblematical  of  the  fate  of  all  her  legal 
rights."  At  the  marriage-altar,  the  law  dive.st.s  her  of  all  distinct  indi- 
viduality. Hlackstoiie  says:  "The  very  being  or  legal  existence  of  the 
woman  is  suspended  during  marriage,  or  at  least  incorporated  or  con- 
solidated into  that  of  her  husband.^*  Legally,  she  oeases  to  exist,  and 
beoomes  emphatically  a  new  creature,  and  is  ever  afler  denied  the  dig- 
nity of  a  rational  and  accountable  being.  The  husband  is  allowed  to 
take  posse8.'<ion  of  her  estates,  as  the  law  has  procliiiined  her  legally 
dead.  All  that  she  has,  becomes  legally  his,  and  he  can  collect  and  dis- 
pose of  the  profits  of  her  labor  without  her  consent,  as  he  thinks  tit,  and 
she  can  own  nothing,  have  nothing,  which  is  not  regarded  by  the  law  as 
belonging  to  her  husband.  Oyer  her  person  he  has  a  mors  limited 
power.  Still,  if  he  render  life  intolerable,  so  that  she  is  forced  to  leave 
him,  he  has  the  power  to  retain  her  children,  and  seize  her  and  bring 
her  bock,  for  he  has  a  right  to  hor  society  which  he  may  enforce,  either 
a^?ainst  herself  or  any  other  person  who  detains  her  "  (Walker,  puge  226). 
W^oman  by  being  thus  subject  to  the  control,  and  dependent  on  the  will 
of  man,  loses  her  self-dependmiee;  and  no  human  being  can  be  deprived 
of  this  without  a  smse  of  d^iadation.  The  law  should  sustain  and 
protect  all  who  come  under  its  sway,  and  not  create  a  state  of  depend- 
ence and  depression  in  any  human  being.  The  laws  should  not  make 
woman  a  mere  pensioner  on  the  bounty  of  hor  husband,  thus  enslaving 
her  will  and  degrailing  her  to  a  condition  of  absolute  dependence. 

Believing  that  woman  does  not  snfllsr  alone  when  subject  to  oppressive 
and  unequal  laws,  but  that  whatever  affects  injuriously  her  interests.  Is 
subversive  of  the  highest  good  of  the  race,  we  earnestly  request  that  in 
the  New  Constitution  you  are  about  to  form  for  the  State  of  Ohio, 
women  shall  be  secured,  not  only  tlie  right  of  suffrage,  but  all  the  politi- 
cal and  legal  rights  that  are  guaranteed  to  men. 
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After  some  discussion  the  memorial  was  adopted.  With  the  hope 
of  creating  a  feeling  of  moral  respoiisilMlity  on  this  vital  cinestion^ 
an  eai-ne>t  address*  to  the  women  of  the  iState  woii  also  presented, 
discussed,  and  adopted. 

ADBBE88  TO  THB  WOMEN  OF  OHIO. 

How  diall  the  people  be  made  wiser,  better,  and  hiq^pier,  fe  one  of  tbe 
grand  inquiries  of  the  present  age.   The  ▼arions  benevolent  associations 

hold  up  to  our  view  Bpecial  forms  of  evil,  and  ap}>eal  to  all  the  better 
feeling's  of  our  nature  for  sympathy,  and  claim  our  active  etTorts  and  co- 
operation to  eradicate  them.  Governments,  at  times,  manifest  an  inter- 
est in  haman  suffering;  but  their  cold  sympathy  and  tardj  efforts  seldom 
mXL  the  sotKner  nntO  it  is  too  late.  Philanthropists,  philoeopheis,  and 
statesmen  study  and  deidse  wa^  and  means  to  ameliovate  the  oondition 
of  the  people.  Why  have  they  so  little  practical  effect?  It  is  because  the 
means  employed  are  not  adequate  to  the  end  songht  for.  To  ameliorate 
tlie  effects  of  evil  seems  to  have  been  the  climax  of  philanthropic  effort. 
We  respectfully  suggest  that  lopping  the  branches  of  the  tree  but  causes 
the  roots  to  strike  deeper  and  eUng  more  olosely  to  the  soU  that  sostains 
it.  Let  the  amelioration  pvoeess  go  on,  nntll  e^U  is  exterminated  root 
and  branch;  and  for  this  end  the  people  must  be  instructed  in  the  Bights 
of  Humanity; — not  in  the  rights  of  men  and  the  ricrhtr  of  women;  the 
rights  of  the  master  and  those  of  the  siave; — but  in  the  perfect  equality 
of  the  Rights  of  Man.  The  rights  of  man!  Whence  came  they?  What 
are  they  ?  What  is  their  design?  How  do  we  know  them!  They  are  of 
God  I  Those  that  most  intimately  aflfeet  as  as  human  beings  are  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  Their  design  is  happiness.  The 
human  orj:anization  is  the  charter  deed  by  which  wo  hold  them.  Hence 
we  learn  tliat  rights  are  coeval  with  the  human  rnr(\  of  universal  heri- 
tage, and  inalienable;  that  every  human  being,  no  matter  of  what  color, 
sex,  oonditioo,  or  olime,  possesses  those  rights  upon  perfect  equality  with 
an  others.  The  monareh  on  the  throne,  and  the  beggar  at  his  feet,  have 
the  same.  Man  has  no  more,  woman  no  less. 

Rights  may  not  be  usurped  on  one  hand,  nor  surrendered  on  the  other, 
because  they  involve  a  responfJibility  that  can  be  discharged  only  l>y  tho<ja 
to  whom  tliey  belong,  those  for  wlunii  they  were  created;  and  be- 
cause, without  those  certain  ituiiicnubie  rights,  human  beings  can 
not  attain  the  end  for  whieh  God  the  Father  gaye  them  ezistenee. 
Where  and  how  ean  the  wisdom  and  ingenuity  of  the  world  find  a 
truer,  stronger,  broader  basis  of  human  rights.  To  secure  these 
rights,  says  the  Declaration  of  Indv>pendenco,  "Governments  were 
instituted  aniom,'  im-n.  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  consent 
of  the  governed;  "  and  *  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes 
destruetiTe  of  those  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  aboU 
ish  it,  M}d  to  substitute  a  new  government,  laying  its  ibundation  on 
such  principles,  and  oiganizing  its  powers  in  sueh  form,  as  to  them  shall 


*  Said  to  lM?e  been  wiltten  by  J.  EUabetli  Jonsi. 
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eeem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness. "  The  Government 
of  tiilB  ooantry,  in  oomnum  with  aU  otheiSi  Iim  n^ver  reeogniied  or  at- 
tempted to  pfoteet  women  as  penoofl  poaaessing  the  rfghta  of  homanitjr. 

They  have  been  recognized  and  protected  as  appendages  to  men,  without 
independent  rights  or  political  existence,  anknown  to  the  law  except  as 
victims  of  its  caprice  and  tyranny.  This  f?overnment,  having  therefore 
exercised  powers  underived  from  the  consont  of  the  governed,  and  hav- 
ing signally  failed  to  seeme  the  end  for  whieh  all  Jnst  government  is  in* 
atltnted,  should  he  immediately  altered,  or  abolished. 

We  can  not  better  describe  the  political  condition  of  woman,  than  by 
anr)ting  from  n  distintrnlHliod  lawyer  of  our  own  State.  ProfOMOr  Walker, 
in  iiis    Introduction  to  Americau  Law,"  says 

OF  HOSBAVD  ASD  WIFE, 

'*  We  have  a  fsw  statatory  provisions  on  the  snbjeet,  but  for  the  most 
part  the  law  of  husband  and  wife  is  Common  Late,  and  you  will  find  that 

it  savors  of  its  origin  in  all  its  It  adintr  f^'atures.  The  whole  theory  is  a 
slavish  one,  compared  even  with  the  civil  law.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
by  way  of  arousing  your  attention  to  the  subject,  that  the  law  of  husband 
and  wife,  as  you  gather  it  from  the  books,  is  a  disgraoe  to  any  civilised 
nation.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  females  are  degraded  in  point  of  fact. 
I  only  say,  that  the  theory  of  the  law  degrades  them  almost  to  the  level 
of  slaves."  We  thank  Prof.  Walker  for  hl.M  candor.  He  might  have  added 
that  the  practice  of  the  law  does  degrade  woman  to  the  level  of  the  slave. 
Ho  also  says:  With  regard  to  political  rights,  females  form  a  positive 
exception  to  the  general  doctiiae  of  equality.  They  have  no  part  nor  lot 
in  the  formation  or  administration  of  government.  They  can  not  vote  or 
hold  <^ce.  We  reqoire  them  to  eontrlbnte  their  share  in  thA  way  of 
taxes  for  the  support  of  government,  but  allow  them  no  voice  in  its 
direction.  We  hold  them  amenable  to  the  laws  when  made,  but  allow 
them  no  share  in  making  them.  This  language  applied  to  male^^.  would 
be  the  exact  definition  of  political  slavery;  applied  to  females,  cu^tom 
does  not  teach  ns  so  to  regard  it.*' 

Of  married  women  he  says:  "The  legal  theory  is,  marriage  makes  the 
husband  and  wife  one  person,  and  that  person  is  the  husband.  He  the  sub- 
stantive, she  the  adjective.  In  a  word,  there  is  scarcely  a  legal  act  of  any 
description  that  she  is  competent  to  perform.  If  she  leaves  him  without 
cause,  (legal)  he  may  seize  and  bring  her  back,  for  he  has  a  right  to  her 
sodaty,  whldi  he  may  enfotee,  sifter  against  herself,  or  any  other  person. 
All  her  personalltyin  rsgavd  to  property  beeomea  the  hasband*s  by  mar- 
riage, unless  the  property  has  been  specially  secured  to  her.  If  the  prop- 
erty be  not  in  his  possession,  he  may  take  measures  to  reduce  it  to  pos- 
session. He  can  thus  dispose  of  it  in  spite  of  her.  If  debts  were  to 
her,  he  may  collect  them.  If  he  was  himself  the  debtor,  the  niarriuge 
caneeli  the  debt  Jt  die  has  earned  money  dnilng  marriage,  he  may  col- 
leot  11  In  regard  to  realty  (real  estate)  he  controls  the  income, 
and  without  her  consent  he  can  not  encnmber,  or  dispose  of  the 
property  beyond  his  own  life."  Women,  married  or  single,  have  no  po- 
litical rights  whatever.   While  single,  their  legal  rights  are  the  same  as 
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those  of  men;  when  married,  their  legal  rigfate  are  ohidly  easpended. 

l^ie  eon^tion  of  the  wiflo  may  be  inferred  fkom  what  has  already  been 
said.  She  is  almost  at  the  meroy  of  her  husband;  she  can  ezeroifle  no 

control  over  his  property  or  her  own.  As  a  general  rule,  she  can  make 
no  contracts  binding  herself  or  him.  Hor  contracts  are  not  merely  void- 
able, but  absolutely  void.  Nor  can  8he  make  herself  Uable  for  his  con- 
traots,  torts,  or  <»lmes.  Her  only  sepamte  liability  is  for  her  own  crimes. 
Her  only  joint  liability,  is  fbr  her  own  torts  oommitted  wlthont  his  par- 
tlcjpation,  and  for  oontmots  for  which  the  law  authorizes  her  to  nnlte 
with  liini.  Sht^  has  no  power  ovor  his  person,  and  her  only  claim  upon 
his  property  is  for  a  bare  support.  In  no  instance  can  she  sue  or  be  sued 
alone  in  a  civil  action ;  and  there  are  but  few  cases  in  which  she  can  be 
joined  in  a  suit  with  him.  In  Ohio,  bat  hardly  anywhere  else,  is  she  al- 
lowed to  make  a  will,  if  haply  she  has  anything  to  dispose  of/* 

Women  of  Ohio!  Whose  cheek  does  not  blnsh,  whose  blood  does  not 
tingle  at  this  cool,  lawyer-like  recital  of  the  gross  indignities  and  wrongs 
which  Government  has  heaped  upon  our  sex?  With  these  marks  of 
inferiority  branded  upon  our  persons,  and  interwoven  with  the  most  sa- 
cred relations  of  human  existence,  how  can  we  rise  to  the  true  dignity  of 
tinman  nature,  and  discharge  ftdthftilJy  the  important  duties  assigned  us 
AS  rssponslbla,  intelligent^  selfHsontroUing  members  of  soeiety  ?  No 
wonder  that  so  many  of  car  politicians  are  dough- faced  sorviles,  without 
Independence  or  manhood;  no  wonder  our  priests  are  time-serving 
«nd  sycophantic;  no  wonder  that  so  many  men  are  moral  cowards 
and  cringing  poltroons.  What  more  could  be  expected  of  a  progeny 
of  slayesf  Siaves  are  we,  politioally  and  legally.  How  oan  we,  wImh 
It  is  said,  are  the  edaeators  of  oar  ehlldren,  prssent  to  this  nation 
smything  else  but  a  generation  of  serviles,  while  we,  ourselves,  are  in  a 
servile  condition,  and  padlocks  are  on  our  lips?  No!  if  men  would  be 
men  worthy  of  the  name,  they  must  cease  to  disfranchise  nii<J  rob  their 
wives  and  mothers;  they  must  forbear  to  consign  to  poUtisal  and  legal 
fllavery  thdr  sistsrs  and  their  daughters.  And,  would  we  be  women 
worthy  the  eompanionship  of  true  and  noble  men,  we  mnst  eease  longer 
to  submit  to  tyranny.  Let  as  rise  in  the  might  of  self-respect,  and  assert 
our  rights,  and  by  the  nid  of  truth,  the  instincts  of  huiiinnity,  and  a  just 
application  of  the  principles  of  equality,  we  shall  be  able  to  maintain  them. 

You  ask,  would  you  have  woman,  by  engaging  in  political  party  bick- 
erings and  m^y  strife,  saerfJlee  her  integrity  and  purity?  No,  neither 
would  we  hare  mea.  do  it.  ...  .  We  hold  that  whatever  is  essentially 
wrong  for  woman  to  do,  oan  not  be  right  for  man.  If  deeeptton  and 
intrigue,  the  elements  of  political  craft,  be  degrading  to  woman,  can 
they  be  ennobling  to  man?  If  patience  and  forbearance  adorn  a  woman, 
are  they  not  equally  esseutial  to  a  manly  character?  If  anger  and  tur- 
bulence disgrace  woman,  what  can  they  add  to  the  dignity  of  man? 
Nothing;  because  nothing  can  be  morally  iifftit  for  nmn,  that  is  morally 
wrong  for  woman.  Woman,  by  becoming  the  ezeentloner  of  man*s  ven- 
geance on  his  fellow-man.  could  inflict  no  greater  wrong  on  society  than 
the  same  done  by  man;  but  it  would  create  fen  intenser  feeling  of  shud- 
dering horror,  and  would,  we  conceive,  rouse  to  more  healthful  activity 
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man^s  torpid  feelings  of  jastice,  mercy,  and  clem«niry.  And  ho,  also,  if 
woman  had  free  scope  for  the  full  exercise  of  the  heavenly  graces  that 
iik«ii  flo  gaUantly  awaid  her,  tratht  loTe»  and  mercy  woald  be  inveiteft 
with  a  more  saawd  ebann.  Bat  while  tiiefeonthme  to  eiil6roeobediene» 
to  arbitiazy  eommands,  to  encourage  love  of  admixation  and  a  desire  for 
frivolous  amusements;  while  thoy  crush  the  powers  of  the  mind,  by 
opposing  authority  and  precedent  to  reason  and  progress;  while  they 
arrogate  to  themselves  the  right  to  point  us  to  the  path  of  duty,  while 
they  close  the  avenues  of  knowledge  through  pablie  inatltattoiia,  and 
iDooopoUse  the  pvoflte  of  labor,  medlooritj  and  inferiority  most  be  oar 
portion.  Shall  we  aeeept  it^  or  shall  we  strive  against  it? 

Men  are  not  destitute  of  Justice  or  humanity;  and  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  there  are  hosts  of  noble  and  truthful  ones  among  them  who 
deprecate  the  tyranny  that  enslaves  us;  and  none  among  ourselves  can 
be  more  ready  than  they  to  remove  the  mountain  of  ii^nstioe  which  tho 
savagbm  off  agee  has  heaped  npon  oar  sez.  If,  thereforef  we  remain  en- 
slaved and  degraded,  the  cause  may  Jnstly  be  tiaoed  to  onr  own  apathy 
and  timidity.  We  have  at  our  disposal  the  means  of  moral  agitation; 
and  influence,  that  can  arouse  our  country  to  a  saving  sense  of  the  wick- 
edness and  folly  of  disfranchifiing  half  the  people.  Let  us  no  longer 
delay  to  use  them. 

Let  It  be  remembered  too,  that  tyrannical  and  Illiberal  as  onr  Qovem- 
ment  is,  low  as  it  plaees  ns  In  the  seale  of  e:Art«MW,  degrading  as  is  ite 
denial  of  our  eapaoity  for  self-government,  still  it  concedes  to  us  mor» 
than  any  other  Government  on  earth.  Woman,  over  half  the  globe,  is 
now  and  always  has  been  but  a  chattel.  Wives  are  bargained  for.  bought 
and  sold,  &ti  other  merchandise,  and  as  a  consequence  of  the  annihilation 
of  natural  rights,  they  have  no  political  existenoe.  In  Hindostan,  the 
eridenee  of  woman  is  not  rseelTed  In  a  eoart  of  justlee.  The  Hindit 
wife,  when  her  husband  dies,  must  yield  impUeit  obedience  to  the  oldest 
son.  In  Bunnab,  they  are  not  allowed  to  ascend  the  steps  of  a  court  of 
ju.stice.  but  are  obliged  to  pive  their  testimony  outside  of  the  building. 
In  Siberia,  wouien  are  not  allowed  to  step  across  the  footprints  of  men 
or  reindeer.  The  Mohammedan  law  forbids  pigs,  dogs,  women,  and  other 
impnre  animals  to  enter  the  Xosqae.  The  Hoors,  for  the  slightest  otfense, 
beat  their  wives  most  cruelly.  The  Tartars  believe  that  women  were 
sent  into  the  world  for  no  other  purpo.se  than  to  be  useful,  convenient 
slaves.  To  the.se  heathen  precedents  our  Christian  brethren  sometimes 
refer  to  prove  the  inferiority  of  woman,  and  to  excuse  the  inconsistency 
of  the  only  Government  on  earth  that  has  proclaimed  the  equality  of 
man.  An  argument  worthy  its  sonroe. 

In  answer  to  the  popnlar  qaery,  *'  Why  should  woman  desire  to  meddle 
with  public  affairs? '"we  suggest  the  following  questions: 

1st.  Is  the  principle  of  taxation  without  representation  less  oppressive 
and  tyrannical,  than  when  our  fathers  expended  their  blood  and  treasure, 
rather  than  submit  to  its  injustioef 

Sd.  Is  It  jnst,  politle,  and  wise,  that  nniversltles  and  eolleges  endowed 
by  Qovemment  shoald  be  open  only  to  menf 

8d.  Is  it  easier  for  Government  to  reform  lasy,  vioioas,  ignorant,  and 
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hardened  felonfl,  tlutik  for  enlightened  homanity"- loving  parents,  to 
**  train  ap  a  child  in  the  way  it  should  go  "? 

4tli.  llnw  cnn  n  mother,  who  does  not  und»^rf>tand.  and  therefore  can 
not  apprt'ciate  tlie  right«  of  bamanity,  tnuu  up  her  child  in  the  way  it 
should  go  \ 

6th.  Whence  originatee  the  neeesnty  of  a  penal  codel 
6th.  It  is  oompated  that  over  ten  millions  of  dollars  are  a&nnally  ex- 
pended in  the  United  States  for  the  suppression  of  orime.   How  ma<^ 
of  this  waste  of  trr'n^^iiro  is  trneenblo  to  defeotive  family  government! 
7th.  Can  antiquity  make  wrouK  right? 

In  conclusion,  we  appeal  to  our  sisters  of  Ohio  to  arise  from  the  leth- 
al^ of  ages;  to  assert  their  rights  as  independent  human  heings;  to 
demand  their  trae  position  as  equally  responsible  co-workers  with  their 
brethren  in  this  world  of  action.  We  urge  you  by  your  self-respect,  by 

every  ron.<i<lt»r!itinn  for  the  human  race,  to  nriso  and  talce  pof^.^-s-ii  in  nf 
your  l>irt!iriu'hr  to  treodoiii  and  equality.  Take  it  not  a.s  tlie  gracious 
boon  tendered  by  the  chivalry  of  superiors,  but  as  your  riglU,  on  every 
principle  of  justice  and  equality. 

The  present  Is  a  most  favorable  time  for  the  women  of  Ohio  to  demand 
A  recognition  of  their  rights.  The  Ofj^uiio  htw  of  the  State  is  about  to 
iindor>;o  a  revision.  Let  it  not  be  our  fault  if  the  rights  of  humanity, 
and  not  alone  those  of  "free  white  male  citizen.*."  are  recognized  and 
protected.  Let  us  agitate  the  subject  in  the  family  circle,  in  pubUc 
assemblies,  and  through  the  press.  Let  us  flood  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention with  memorials  and  addresses,  trusting  to  truth  and  a  righteous 
cause  for  the  success  of  our  eflRorts. 

Tlil>  ( 'oiiventio!!  liad  one  peculiar  characteristic.  It  \va>i  ofBcered 
entirely  i»y  women  ;  not  a  man  was  allowed  to  sit  on  the  platform,  to 
speak,  or  vote.  I^ever  dhl  men  so  suffer.  Tliey  implored  j'Kt  to 
say  a  wonl  ;  Imt  no  :  the  President  wa.s  inflexible — no  man  should 
be  lifMnl.  If  one  nun  kly  arose  to  make  a  suggetition  he  was  at  onee 
ruled  out  of  order.  For  the  lirst  time  in  the  world's  history,  men 
learned  how  it  felt  to  sit  in  silence  when  questions  in  which  they 
were  interested  were  under  discussion.  It  would  have  been  an 
admirable  way  of  closing  the  Convention,  had  a  rich  banfpiet  been 
provided,  to  which  the  men  .sliould  have  had  the  privilege  of  pur- 
chasing tickets  to  the  gallery,  there  to  enjoy  the  savory  odors,  and 
listen  t«)  the  after-dinner  speeches.  However,  the  gentlemen  in  the 
Convention  passed  through  this  severe  trial  with  calm  resignation  ; 
at  the  close,  organized  an  association  of  their  own,  and  geuerously 
endorsed  all  the  ladies  had  said  and  done. 

Though  the  women  in  thia  Oonvention  were  anaecnstonied  to 
puhlic  speaking  and  parliamentary  tactics,  the  interest  was  well  sus- 
tained for  two  dajs,  and  the  deliberatioDS  were  conducted  with  dig- 
nity  and  order.  It  was  here  Josephine  S.  Griffing  uttered  her  first 
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brave  words  for  wouiair^  cm;ineipation,  tliougU  her  voioe  bad  long 
been  heard  in  pathetic  pleading  for  the  black  roan's  rights.  This 
Convention,  which  was  called  and  conducted  bj  Mrs.  Emily  Bobin- 
son,  with  saeh  aid  as  she  could  enHst,  was  largely  attended  and  en- 
tirely Bucoessful. 

A  &Tonible  and  lengthy  report  foand  its  way  into  the  ]f€U>  Torh 
TVtbutie  and  other  leading  journals,  both  East  and  Weat,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  Cionvention  were  circulated  widely  in  pamphlet 
form.  All  this  made  a  veiy  strong  impreasion  upon  the  })ublio 
mind.  From  the  old  world,  too,  the  officers  of  the  Convention  re- 
ceived warm  congratulationa  and  earnest  words  of  sympathy,  for  the 
new  gospel  of  woman's  equality  was  spreading  in  England  aa  well  as 
America. 

AKRON  CONVENTION. 

Tlio  advoeates  for  the  enfranchisement  of  woman  had  tripled  in 
that  one  short  yt-ar.  The  very  complimentary  comments  of  the 
press,  and  the  attention  awakened  throughout  the  State,  by  the 
presentation  of  "the  memorial"  to  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
liad  accomplished  a  great  educational  work.  Soon  after  this,  an- 
other convention  was  called  in  Akron.  The  published  j)roect.'(lings  of 
the  firet  convention,  were  like  clarion  notes  to  the  wonicji  of  Ohio, 
rousing  them  to  action,  and  when  the  call  to  tlio  second  was  issued, 
there  was  a  genenui.s  response.  In  1851,  May  28th  and  29th,  many 
al)le  men  and  women  rallied  at  the  stone  church,  and  hastened  to 
give  their  support  to  the  new  demand,  and  mo^t  eiui|ueutly  did  they 
plead  for  justice  to  woman. 

Frances  D.  Gage,  Hannah  Tracy  Cutler,  Jane  G.  Svvisshelm,  Car- 
oline M.  Severance,  Emma  R.  Coe,  Maria  L.  Giddings,  Celia  C. 
Burr  (afterward  Burleigh),  Martha  J.  Tilden,  and  many  other  noble 
women  who  were  accustomed  to  speaking  in  temperance  and  anti- 
slavery  meetings,  helped  to  make  this  Convention  moat  sttoceasful. 
Prances  B.  Gage  was  chosen  President  of  the  Convention.  On  tak- 
ing the  chair  she  said : 

I  am  frt  a  loss,  kind  fricrul.s,  to  know  wliotht^r  to  return  yuu  tlianks,  or 
not,  for  the  honor  conferred  upuu  me.  And  when  1  tell  you  that  I  have 
never  In  mj  life  attended  a  regular  busliMSs  meeting,  and  am  entirely  in- 
experienced  io  the  forms  and  eeremonlee  of  a  delibemtive  body,  yon  will 
not  be  snrprised  that  I  do  not  feel  remarkably  gratefol  for  the  poi^ition. 
For  though  you  have  conferred  an  Iionor  upon  me,  I  very  machfear  I 
fihall  not  be  able  to  reflect  it  back.    I  will  try. 

When  our  forefathers  left  the  old  and  beaten  pattiH  of  liew  England, 
and  strnek  oat  for  themselves  in  a  new  and  unexplored  country,  they 
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want  fittth  with  *  ttow  and  CMtioofl  stefk,  Imt  with  flrm  and  naohite 
hearts.  Ihe  land  of  their  fitthers  had  beeome  too  small  Inr  their  ehil- 

dren.  Its  soil  answered  not  their  wants.  The  parents  shook  their  heads 
and  paid,  with  doubtful  and  foreboding  faces :  "Stand  still,  stay  at  home, 
Thi(>  has  i^urficed  for  us;  wo  have  lived  and  enjoyed  ourselves iiere.  True, 
our  mountains  are  hi^h  and  our  soil  is  rugged  and  cold;  but  you  won't 
And  a  better;  change,  and  trial,  and  toil,  will  meet  70a  at  every  step. 
Stajr,  tarry  with  ns,  and  go  not  forth  to  the  wUdemees.** 

But  the  children  answered:  **Let  us  go;  this  loud  hae  snfBeed  for  yon, 
but  the  one  beyond  the  mountains  is  better.  Wo  know  there  is  trial, 
toil,  and  danger;  but  for  the  sake  of  our  childrni,  nnd  our  children's 
children,  we  are  willing  to  meet  all."  They  went  forth,  and  pitched  their 
tents  in  the  wilderness.  An  herculean  task  was  before  them;  the  rich 
and  ffertOe  soil  was  siiadowed  by  a  mighty  fbrest,  and  giant  trees  were  to 
be  felled.  The  Indians  roamed  the  wild,  wide  hunting-gronnds,  and 
claimed  them  as  their  own.  They  must  be  met  and  subdued.  The  savage 
beasts  howled  defiance  from  every  hill-top.  and  in  every  glen.  They  must 
be  destroyed.  Did  the  hearts  of  our  fathers  fail  ?  No ;  they  entered  upon 
their  new  life,  their  new  world,  with  a  strong  faith  and  a  mighty  wilL 
For  they  saw  hi  the  prospeetion  a  great  and  inealenlable  good.  It  was 
not  the  work  ot  tok  honr,  nor  of  a  day;  not  of  weeks  or  months,  but  of 
long  straggling,  toiling,  painful  years.  If  they  failed  at  one  point,  they 
took  hold  at  another.  If  their  pathn  through  the  wilderness  were  at  first 
crooked,  rough,  and  dangerous,  by  little  and  little  they  improved  thenu 
Tile  forest  faded  away,  the  savage  disappeared,  the  wild  beasts  wore  de- 
stn^fsd,  and  the  hopes  and  prophetic  visions  of  their  Ikr-seeing  powers 
in  the  new  and  untried  country,  were  more  than  realized. 

Permit  me  to  draw  a  comparison  between  the  situation  of  our  fore- 
fathers in  the  wilderness,  without  even  so  much  as  a  bridle-path 
through  its  dark  depths,  and  our  present  position.  The  old  laud  of 
moral,  social,  and  poUtical  privilege,  seems  too  narrow  for  our  wants;  its 
soli  answers  not  to  oor  growing,  and  we  feel  tiiat  we  see  elearly  a  better 
eoontry  that  we  might  inhabit.  Bat  there  are  monntains  of  established 
hbwand  custom  to  overcome;  a  wilderness  of  prejudice  to  be  subdued; 
a  powerful  foe  of  selfishness  and  self-interest  to  overthrow;  wild  beasts 
of  pride,  envy,  malice,  and  hate  to  destroy.  But  for  the  sake  of  our 
children  and  our  children's  children,  we  have  entered  upon  the  work, 
hoping  and  praying  that  we  may  be  gnided  by  wisdonif  sustained  by 
lore,  and  led  and  eheered  by  the  earnest  hope  of  di^g  good. 

I  shall  enter  into  no  labored  argument  to  prove  that  woman  does  not 
occupy  the  position  in  society  to  which  her  capacity  justly  entitles  her. 
The  rights  of  mankind  eu)anatt»  from  their  natural  wants  and  emotions. 
Are  not  the  natural  wants  and  emotions  of  humanity  common  to,  and 
shared  equally  by.  both  sezesf  Does  man  hunger  and  thirst,  soffer  eold  - 
and  heat  more  than  woman!  I>om  he  Ioto  and  hate,  hope  and  fear,  Joy 
and  sorrow  more  than  woman'  Docs  his  hetirt  thrill  with  a  deeper 
pleasure  in  doing  good  ?  Can  his  soul  writhe  in  more  bitter  agony  under 
the  consciousness  of  evil  or  wrong?  Is  the  sunshine  more  glorious,  the  air 
more  quiet,  the  sounds  of  harmony  more  soothing,  the  perfume  of  flowers 
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moM  ezqaiiito,  or  foniM  of  b«anty  more  aonl  wtliityiiig  to  his  aonties, 

than  to  here?  To  all  tbeee  interrogatories  every  <nie  will  answer,  H6f 

Where  then  did  man  get  the  authority  that  he  now  claims  over  one- 
half  of  humanity?  From  what  power  the  vested  right  to  place  woman — 
his  partner,  bis  companion,  his  helpmeet  in  life — in  an  inferior  position? 
Came  U  ftom  natiuet  Katare  made  woman  hit  mpeiior  when  iihe  made 
her  his  mother;  his  equal  when  she  fitted  her  to  hold  the  sacred  poeition 
of  wife.  Does  he  draw  his  authority  from  God,  from  the  langnagf  of 
holy  writ?  No  I  For  it  Bays  that  "  Malti  and  fmnale  created  he  </itm,  and 
gave  them  dominion."  Does  be  claim  it  under  law  of  the  land?  Did 
woman  meet  with  him  in  oonoeil  and  ▼olnntarUy  give  up  all  her  elaim 
to  he  her  own  tow-makerl  Or  did  the  majesty  of  might  plaoe  this  power 
in  his  hands? — The  power  of  the  strong  over  the  weak  makes  man  the 
m&^ter  1    YoH.  there,  and  there  only,  does  he  gain  his  authority. 

In  the  dark  ages  of  the  past,  when  ignorance,  superstition,  and  bigotry 
held  rule  in  the  world,  might  made  the  law.  Bnt  the  undertone,  the  still 
small  voioe  of  Jnstloe,  Lore,  and  Merof  ,  have  ever  heen  heard,  pltiadinff 
the  cause  of  humanity,  pleading  for  truth  and  right  ,  and  their  low.  nift 
tones  (tf  hfirmony  have  softened  the  lion  heart  of  might,  and.  little  by 
little,  he  has  yielded  as  the  centuries  rolled  on;  and  man.  as  well  as 
woman,  has  been  the  gainer  by  every  concession.  We  will  ask  him  to 
yield  still;  to  allow  the  voioe  of  woman  to  be  heard;  to  let  her  take  the 
position  whieh  her  wants  and  emotions  seem  to  require;  to  let  her  enjoy 
her  natural  ri;^lits.  Do  not  answer  that  woman'8  po-^ition  i.-^  now  all  her 
natural  wants  and  emotions  require.  Our  nn'eting  liere  together  thi8  day 
proves  the  contrary ;  proves  tliat  we  have  aspirations  that  are  not  m"t.  Will 
it  he  answered  that  we  are  ftMStions,  diseontented  spirits,  striving  to  disturb 
the  public  order,  and  tear  np  the  old  llMtmMfles  ol  eoelety  t  80  it  was  said 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  followers,  when  they  taught  peace  on  earth  and 
good-will  to  men.  So  it  was  said  of  our  forefathers  in  the  great  struggle 
for  freedom.  80  it  has  been  said  of  every  reformer  that  has  ever  started 
out  the  ear  of  progress  on  a  new  and  imtried  traek. 

We  fear  not  man  as  an  enemy.  He  is  our  fiiend,  our  brother.  Let 
woman  speak  for  herself,  and  she  will  be  heard.  Let  her  claim  with 
a  calm  and  determined,  yet  loving  spirit,  her  place,  and  it  will  lie  given 
her.  I  pour  out  no  harsh  invectives  against  the  present  order  of  tilings 
—against  oar  fathers,  husbands,  and  brothers;  they  do  as  they  have 
been  taught;  they  fael  as  society  bids  them ;  they aet  as  the  law  requires. 
Woman  must  act  for  her.«elf. 

Oil,  if  a!!  women  coTjld  be  improRsed  with  the  importanf^e  of  thi  ir  own 
action,  and  with  one  united  voice,  speak  out  in  their  own  Ix'half,  in  behalf 
of  humanity,  they  could  create  a  revolution  without  ariuies,  without 
bloodshed,  that  would  do  more  to  ameliorato  the  condition  of  mankind, 
to  purify,  elevate,  ennoble  humanity,  than  all  that  has  been  done  by  re> 
formers  in  the  last  century. 

When  we  eoneidor  that  Mrs.  Oage  had  led  the  usual  arduoos  do- 
mestic life,  of  wife,  mother,  and  housekeeper,  in  a  new  country, 
overburdened  with  the  care  and  anxiety  incident  to  a  lai^  &mi1  y 
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readiiii,'  and  jjratliering  ^'eneral  information  at  short  intervalF,  talceti 
from  the  hours  of  rp?;t  and  excessive  toil,  it  i^  remarkable,  that  slie 
f^lioidd  liave  presided  over  the  Convention,  in  the  easy  manner  f^he 
ii  sfiid  to  have  done,  an<I  sliotdd  have  given  so  graceful  and  appro- 
priate an  extemporaneous  speech,  on  takinpr  the  chair.  Maria  L. 
(4i<ldings,  daugliter  of  Joshua  R.  Giddiuirs,  who  represented  Ohio 
many  years  in  Congress,  presented  a  very  a) tie  digest  on  the  conim<»n 
hiw.  Betsey  M.  Cowles  gave  a  re})ort  equally  good  ou  "  L.ibor/' 
and  Emily  Robinson  on  "  Education.*' 

In  all  the  early  Conventions  the  resolutions  were  interminable. 
It  was  not  thought  that  fall  justice  was  done  to  the  subject,  if  every 
point  of  interest  or  dissatisfaction  in  this  prolific  theme  was  not  con- 
densed into  a  naolntioiL  Aceordinglj  the  Akron  Convention  pre- 
sentedy  disenased,  and  adopted  fifteen  reeolntions.  At  Salem,  the 
previons  year,  the  nnmber  reached  twenty-two. 

Letters  were  read  from  Amelia  Bloomer,  Elisabeth  Wilson,  Lydia 

F.  Fowler,  Susan  Ormsby,  Elsie  M.  Tonng,  Gerrit  Smith,  fienty  C. 
Wright,  Panlina  Wright  Davis,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  GUriua 
Howard  Niohols,  and  others.  The  IlntchinBon  family  enlivened 
this  Convention  vrith  sncli  inspiring  songs  as  The  GU>od  Time  Com- 
ing.'* Ever  at  the  post  of  dnty*  they  have  sung  each  reform  in  tarn 
to  partial  saGce6&  Jesse  expressed  his  sympathy  in  the  cause  in  a 
few  earnest  remarks. 

This  Convention  was  remarkable  for  the  large  nnmber  of  men 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings.  And  as  we  have  now 
an  opportunity  to  express  our  gratitude  by  handing  their  names  down 
to  posterity,  and  thus  make  them  immortal,  we  here  record  Joseph 
Barker,  Ifarins  Bobinson,  Bev*  D.  L.  Webster,  Jacob  Heaton,  Dr.  K. 

G.  Thomas,  L.  A.  Hine,  Dr.  A.  Brooke,  Rev.  Ur.  Howels,  Rev.  Geo. 
Schlosser,  Mr.  Pease,  and  Samuel  Brooke.  Ttie  reports  of  this  Con- 
vention are  so  meagre  that  we  can  not  tell  who  were  in  the  opposi- 
tion ;  but  from  Sojourner  Truth's  speech,  we  fear  tliat  the  deigy,  as 
usual,  were  averse  to  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  freedom. 

In  those  early  daya  ^  sons  of  Adam  crowded  our  platform,  and 
often  made  it  the  scene  of  *  varied  pugilistic  efforts,  but  of  late  year& 
we  invite  those  whose  presence  we  desire.  Finding  it  equally  diffi- 
cnlt  to  secure  the  servioes  of  those  we  deem  worthy  to  advocate  our 
cause,  and  to  repreaa  those  whose  l)est  service  would  be  silence,  we 
ofttimes  find  ourselves  quite  deserted  by  the  stronger  sex"  when 
most  needed. 

Sojourner  Truth,  Mrs.  Stowe's  "  Lvbian  Sibyl,"  was  present  at 
this  Convention.   Some  of  our  younger  readers  may  not  know  that 
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Sojourner  Troth  was  once  a  sla^e  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
carries  to-dajr  as  many  tnarks  of  the  diabolism  of  slaTerr,  as  ever 
scarred  the  haek  of  a  yictim  in  Mississippi.  Thongh  she  can  neither 
read  tior  write,  she  is  a  woman  of  rare  intelligenoe  and  common-sense 
on  all  subjects.  She  is  still  living,  at  Battle  Greek,  Michigan,  thongli 
now  110  years  old.  Although  the  exalted  character  and  personal 
appearance  ot  this  noble  woman  have  been  often  portrayed,  and  her 
brave  deeds  and  words  many  times  reheaiBod,  yet  we  give  tiie  fol- 
lowing graphic  picture  of  Sojourner's  appearance  in  one  of  the  most 
stormy  sessions  of  the  Convention,  from 

REMINISCENCES  BT  TRANCES  D.  0A6B. 

SOJOCBNBB  TBUTH. 

The  leadetB  of  tbe  movement  trembled  on  sodng  a  tail,  gaunt  black  woman 
in  a  gray  dress  and  white  turban,  surmounted  with  an  uaoonth  sun-bontiet, 

march  <\e!5l>enitely  into  the  church,  walk  with  the  air  of  a  queen  up  tbe  aisle, 
and  take  lu  r  s»  upon  the  pulpit  ste]>s.  A  buzz  of  clisapprobution  was  heard 
aU  over  the  house,  and  there  fell  on  the  listening  ear,  "An  a^'oUiiou  affair  I'* 
Wnman's  rights  and  niggers  I  *>  **  I  told  70a  to  1  **  Go  it,  darkey  1  *' 
I  «baneed  on  that  ocoasion  to  wear  my  first  laarels  in  pabHc  life  as  prtsident 
of  tbe  meeting.  At  my  request  order  was  restored,  and  the  business  of  tbe 
Convention  went  on.  Morning,  afternoon,  and  evening  exercises  came  and 
-nent.  Through  all  these  sosions  old  Sojourner,  quiet  and  reticent  as  the 
**Lybiau  Sutue,"  aat  cronchod  against  tbe  wall  on  tbe  corner  of  tbn  pulpit 
•9tair«,  h  r  ann-bonnet  shading  her  eyea,  her  elbows  on  her  knees,  her  chin 
ri-stin^r  upon  her  broad,  bard  palms.  At  intermission  she  was  busy  selling  tbe 
*•  Lite  of  Sojourner  Truth,"  a  nanative  of  her  own  8tran<re  and  adventurous  life. 
Again  and  again,  timorous  and  trembling  ones  came  to  me  and  said,  with 
<4imestness,  "  Don't  let  her  speak,  Mrs.  Gage,  it  will  ruin  u&.  Every  newspaper 
in  tbe  land  will  have  onr  cause  mixed  np  with  aboUUon  and  niggers,  an<l  we 
aball  be  ntterfy  denonnced.'*  My  only  answer  was,  **  We  shalt  see  when  tbe 
time  comes." 

Thf  seconil  d  ly  tlie  work  waxed  warm.  Mctlunlist,  Baptist,  Episcopal.  Pres- 
byterian, and  Uuiveraalist  ministers  came  in  to  hear  and  discuss  the  resolutions 
presented.  One  daimed  snperior  rights  and  priTilegcs  fbr  man,  ma  the  grmind 
of**  soperior  intellect";  anotlier,  beeanse  of  tbe  manhood  of  Christ ;  if  God 
had  «iesired  the  equality  of  woman,  lie  would  have  given  some  token  of  His 
will  through  the  l)irth,  life,  and  death  of  the  Sarioor.'*  Another  gave  us  a 
theological  vio^  of  the  "  sin  of  our  first  mother." 

There  w«e  very  few  women  in  ttiose  days  who  dared  to  spesk  in  meeting  " ; 
nnd  tbe  angnst  teachers  of  the  people  were  seemingly  getting  the  better  of  us, 
wbile  the  boys  in  the  galleries,  and  the  aneerers  among  the  pews,  were  hagely 
cniovinir  the  discomfiture,  as  they  supposed,  of  the  "  strong-minded."  Some 
of  the  tender-skinned  friends  were  on  tbe  point  of  losing  dignity,  nnd  the 
Atmosphere  betokened  a  storm.  When,  slowly  from  her  seat  in  the  corner  rose 
8qjo  :mer  Truth,  who^  till  now,  had  f caroely  lifted  her  head.  Don*t  let  her 
•peak !  '*  gasped  half  a  doien  in  my  ear.   She  mored  slowly  and  solemnly  to 
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the  front,  laid  hw  old  bonnet  at  ber  feet,  and  turned  her  i;reat  speaking  cfet 

to  me.  There  was  a  hissing  sound  of  disapprobation  nbove  and  hc'ow.  I  rose 
and  announced  "  Sojourner  Truth,"  and  b^^ed  the  audience  to  keep  aileoce 
for  a  few  momenta. 

Th«  tnmiitt  aobsided  at  miosi  tad  erery  eye  wu  fixed  on  thii  elmoet  Amazon 
form,  whieh  atood  neariy  rix  ftet  bigh,  head  end,  and  eyee  piercing  the  upper 

air  like  one  in  a  dream.  At  her  first  word  there  was  a  profound  hush.  She 
epokc  in  deep  tones,  whidi.  though  not  loud,  reached  eveiy  ear  in  the  houie, 
and  away  through  the  throng  at  the  doors  and  windows. 

Wall,  chilern,  whar  dar  is  ao  mmh  xadcet  dar  mmt  be  aometbin*  oat  kil- 
ter. I  tlnk  dat  *twixt  de  niggers  of  de  Sonf  and  de  womin  at  de  Norf,  all 
tnlkin'  M)out  rigfitA,  de  white  men  will  be  in  a  fix  pretty  aooo.  Bnt  what's  all 
dis  here  tdkin'  'bout  ? 

Dat  man  ober  dar  say  dat  womin  needs  to  be  helped  into  carria^^es.  and 
lifte<l  ober  ditches,  and  to  hab  de  best  place  everywhar.  Nobody  eber  helps  uie 
into  carriages,  or  ober  mnd-puddles,  or  gibs  me  any  best  plaee  I"  And  rais- 
in!; herself  to  her  full  height*  and  her  TOioe  to  a  pitch  like  rolling  thunder,  she 
asked. And  a'n't  T  fi  womnn  ?  Look  at  me!  Ltx)k  at  my  arm'  ^'and  she 
hared  licr  ri^jht  arm  to  the  shoulder,  showing  her  trenienddiN  mn^oular 
power).  I  hare  ploughed,  and  planted,  and  gathered  into  barns,  and  no  man 
could  bead  me  I  And  aVt  I  a  woman  t  I  could  work  as  muoh  and  eat  as 
much  as  a  man — ^when  I  could  get  it-^and  bear  de  laah  as  well  I  And  a*n*t  I  a 
woman?  I  have  borne  thirteen  chilern,  and  seen  'em  mus'  all  sold  off  to  slav- 
ery, and  when  I  crie<i  out  with  my  mother's  grief,  none  hut  Jesus  heard  met 
And  a'n^t  I  a  woman  ? 

*  Den  dey  talks  ^bont  dis  ting  in  de  head ;  what  dis  dey  call  it  t  Int«  !• 
lect,**  whispered  some  one  near.)  Dat*s  it,  hon^.  What's  dat  got  to  do  wid 
womin's  rights  or  nigger's  rights?  If  mv  cup  won't  hold  but  a  i)int,  and  joum 
holds  a  quart,  wouldn't  ye  be  mean  not  to  let  me  liave  my  little  lialf-mesisure 
full  i  "  And  she  pointed  her  significant  finger,  and  sent  a  keen  glance  at  the 
minister  wiio  had  made  the  argument.    The  cheering  was  long  and  loud. 

Den  dat  little  man  in  black  darf  he  say  women  can*t  hare  as  mnoh  righta 
as  men.  'canae  Christ  wan't  a  woman  !  Whar  did  your  Christ  oome  from  ?  '* 
Rolling  thunder  couldn't  h:iTP  stilled  tliJit  crowd,  as  did  those  deep,  wonderful 
tones,  as  slie  stood  there  with  outstretc  hed  arnis  and  eyes  of  lire,  Raisintr  her 
voice  still  louder,  she  repeated,  "  Whar  did  your  Christ  come  trom  i  From 
tiod  and  a  woman  I  Han  had  notUn*  to  do  wid  Him.**  Oh,  what  a  rebuke 
that  was  to  that  little  man. 

Turning  again  to  another  objector,  she  took  up  the  defense  of  Mother  Eve 
I  can  not  follow  her  through  it  all.  It  was  pointed,  and  witty,  and  s<ilemn  ; 
eliciting  at  almost  j^vcry  sentence  deafening  applause ;  and  she  ended  by  as- 
serting :  "  If  de  ftiet  woman  God  ever  made  was  strong  enough  to  tarn 
de  worid  upside  down  all  alone,  deee  women  tt^^der  (and  she  glanced  her 
eye  over  the  platform)  ought  to  be  able  to  turn  it  back,  and  get  it  right  side  up 
again  !  And  now  dey  is  asking  to  do  it,  de  men  better  let  \in."  Long-contin- 
ued cheering  greeted  this.  "  'Bleeged  to  ye  for  bearin'  on  me,  and  now  ole  So- 
journer han't  got  nothin*  more  to  say." 

Amid  roars  of  applause^  she  returned  to  her  comer,  leaving  more  tiian  one 
«if  ua  with  streaming  eyee,  and  hearts  bestiuflr  with  ffratitnde.   She  had  taken 
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us  up  in  her  strong  arms  aod  ca  rieJ  us  safely  over  the  slough  ot  ditlicuit; 
toming  the  whole  tSde  in  oar  fiivor.  I  hmre  nerar  in  my  Ufe  Men  anything  like 
the  magical  inflnencethat  rabdaed  the  mobbisb  tpirit  of  the  day,  and  turned 

the  sneers  and  jeera  of  an  excited  crowd  into  notes  of  mpeet  and  adniirjtion. 

Hundreds  rushed  up  to  shake  hands  with  her.  and  oongrntulnte  tlie  glorious 
old  niothrr.  and  hid  lior  God-speed  on  her  misaion  of  '*  testifyin'  agin  concern* 
iug  the  wickedness  of  tliis  'ere  people.'* 

WaiCAir*8  BIOBTS  KBETDTO  XET  A  BABK — <*JOHH'b  OOmrBKnOK." 

Ms&  K.  E.  J.  Gaox: 

DxAS  IUbam:— Toisr  pootnl  «ad  note  reqaestlng  itema  of  liletory  of 
the  almoet  forgotten  doings  of  thirty  yenn  ago,  is  at  hand. 

In  1^50  Ohio  decided  by  the  votes  of  her  male  popalntion  to  "  alter 
niid  amend  hor  Constitution.''  Tho  eleoted  delegatee  aaaembled  in  Cin> 
ciuuati  in  tho  spring  of  that  year. 

In  view  of  atTeetlug  this  legislation  the  *'  Woman's  Rights  Conven- 
tion "  at  Salem,  Columbiana  Co.,  was  called  in  April,  1850,  and  memo- 
rialized the  Delegate  Conveotion,  prnying  tliat  Bqoal  BI|^ta  to  all  citi- 
sena  of  the  State  be  guaranteed  by  the  new  Constitution.  In  May 
a  county  meeting  was  called  in  McConnelsville,  Morgan  Co.,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Little,  Mr?.  M.  T.  Corner,  Mrs.  H.  Brewster,  and  myself, 
were  all  the  women  that  I  knew  in  that  region,  even  favorable  to  a 
movement  for  the  help  of  women.  Two  of  these  only  aaked  for  more 
Joat  laws  for  manied  women.  One  beaitated  about  the  right  of  suArage. 
I  alone  in  the  beginning  aaked  C6r  the  ballot,*  and  equality  hefote  the 
law  for  all  adult  eitlzens  of  sound  minda,  without  regard  to  sex  or  color. 
The  FVeemas^ons  gave  their  hall  for  our  meeting,  but  no  men  wore  ad- 
mitted.   I  drew  up  a  memorial  for  signature.-^,  praying  that  the  word.>* 

white  "  and  "  male  "  be  omitted  in  the  new  Constitution.  I  also  drew 
up  a  paper  copying  the  unequal  lawa  <m  our  statute  books  with  regard 
to  women.  We  met,  ICn.  Harriet  Brewater  presiding.  Some  seventy 
ladies  of  onr  place  fell  in  through  the  day.  I  read  my  paper,  and  Mrs. 
M.  T.  Comer  gave  a  hi.storieal  account  of  noted  women  of  tlio  pa.'^t.  It 
was  a  new  thing.  At  tlie  close,  forty  names  were  placed  on  the  memo- 
rial. For  years  i  had  been  talking  and  wriiiug,  and  people  were  used 
to  my  "  eraalness.'*  But  who  espeoted  Mrs.  Ck>mer  and  others  to  take 
sneh  a  stand  1  Of  eoorse,  we  were  heartily  abused. 

This  led  to  the  calling  of  a  county  meeting  at  Chesterfield,  Morgan 
County.  It  was  advertised  to  be  held  in  the  !\r.  E.  Church.  There  were 
only  present  .some  eight  ladien,  including  the  four  above  mentioned 
We  four  ''scoifurs  '  hired  a  hack  and  rode  sixteen  miles  over  the  hill, 
before  10  A.1I.,  to  be  denied  admittance  to  ehuroh  or  school -house 
Ber.  Phllo  Ifatthews  had  found  us  shelter  on  the'  threshing-floor  of  a 
fine  bam,  and  we  foond  about  three  or  four  hundred  of  the  farmers,  and 
their  wives,  sons,  and  daufl^ters,  assembled.    They  were  nearly  a!l 

*  My  notoriety  «•  an  AboUtlonlst  made  It  very  dUBeolt  for  me  toreaeb  people  at  borne, 
and,  conseqaeotly,  I  liad  to  work  through  press  and  socIaI  circle;  woman  djred  not 
wfiietiL  tben.  Bat  tbe  aaad  was  sown  far  and  wide,  now  bearing  (rait 
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**  Quakerij  '  and  Abolitionists,  but  then  not  much  inclined  to  "  woman's 
rights."  I  had  enlarged  my  argument,  and  tlMM  tho  **  OS^led  fpeeeh 
was  made,  the  last  part  of  May,  18S0,  date  of  day  not  femembeied. 

A  f^enuine  "  Quaker  Freaeher  *'  said  to  me  at  the  close,  '*  Frances.  tUee 
had  great  Freedom.  The  ox-cart  inspired  tliee."  The  fanners'  wives 
brought  huge  boxes  and  pans  of  provisions.  Men  and  women  made 
speeches,  and  many  names  were  added  to  our  memorial.  Un  the  whole, 
we  had  a  dellghtfal  day.  It  was  no  uneommum  thing  in  thoae  days  liar 
AboUtiiniif  t,  or  Methodist,  or  other  meetings,  to  be  held  nnder  the  trees, 
or  in  large  bams,  when  sdhool-hoases  would  not  hold  the  people.  Bat 
to  Khnt  up  floors  against  women  was  a  now  thinfr. 

In  December  of  1861  I  was  invited  to  aftend  a  Woman's  Rights  Con- 
vention at  the  town  of  Mount  Gilead,  Morrow  Co.,  Ohio.  A  newspaper 
call  promised  that  celebrities  would  be  on  band,  etc  I  wrote  I  would 
be  there.  It  was  two  days*  Journey,  by  steamboat  and  ralL  The  eaU 
was  signed  "John  Andrews,**  and  John  Andrews  promised  to  meet 
iin"  at  thf  oars.  I  went.  It  was  fearfully  cold,  and  John  met  me.  He 
was  a  beardle.ss  boy  of  nineteen,  looking;  mufh  younger.  "We  drove  at 
once  to  the  "  Christian  Church."  On  tlie  way  he  cheered  me  by  saying 
*^be  was  afraid  nobody  would  come,  for  all  the  people  said  nobody 
would  eome  for  his  asking.**  HHien  we  got  to  the  house,  there  was  not 
one  human  soul  on  hand,  no  fire  in  the  old  rusty  stove,  and  the  rude, 
unpainted  board  benches,  all  topsy-turvy.  I  called  some  boy.s  playing 
near,  asked  their  names,  put  them  on  paper,  five  of  them,  and  said  to 
them,  Go  to  every  house  in  this  town  and  tell  everybody  that  '  Aunt 
Fanny  '  will  speak  here  at  11  A.M.,  and  if  you  get  me  fifty  to  eome  and 
hear,  I  will  give  yon  each  ten  oents.**  Tb^  seattered  off  upon  the  run. 
I  ordered  John  to  right  the  benehes,  picked  up  ebips  and  kindlings,  bor- 
rowed a  brand  of  fire  at  the  next  door,  had  a  good  hot  store,  and  the 
floor  swept,  and  was  ready  for  my  audience  at  the  appointp*!  time.  John 
had  done  his  work  well,  and  fifty  at  least  were  on  hanci.  and  a  minister 
to  make  a  prayer  and  quote  St.  Paul  before  I  siiid  a  word.  I  said  my 
say,  and  before  1  PJf.,  we  adjourned,  appointing  another  session  at  8, 
and  one  for  7  P.1C,  and  three  for  the  following  day.  Mrs.  C.  M,  Sevonuiee 
eame  at  6  p.si.,  and  we  had  a  good  meeting  throughout. 

John's  Convention  was  voted  a  success  alter  ail.  He  died  young,  worn 
out  by  his  own  enthusiasm  and  confliets. 

FRAXCBS  D.  0AGB. 

Iti  September,  1851,  a  WomaiiV  Teinporance  Coiiveiitioii  was 
held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  Foster  Hall,  corner  of  Fifth  and  Wal- 
nut Streets.  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Sloiiiirh,  President ;  ^frs.  Georo;e  Par- 
cells,  "Vice-Prcsi<h'iit ;  Mrs.  William  Pinkham,  Se<iretarv.  Jvc-^uhi- 
tions  were  cli^t*us.<c<i,  and  a  Deelaration  «>f  In<lependence  adopted. 
Mrs.  Shjiiy;li  wati  the  "Grand  Pre^idiii;.;  Sister  of  Ohio."  This 
meeting  was  lield  to  raise  funds  for  a  banner,  they  had  promised 
the  firemen,  Co.  No.  1,  if  they  would  vote  the  Tein|»eraTice  ticket. 

Of  the  temperance  excitement  in  the  State,  Mrs.  Gage  sa^'s ; 
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In  the  winter  of  1832-53,  there  was  great  excitement  on  the  Temperanee 
question  in  this  ooontry,  originating  in  Ibdne  and  spreading  West  Some 
prominent  women  in  Ohio,  who  weie  at  Colnmboa,  the  State  capital,  with  their 

husbands — who  were  there  from  all  parts  of  the  Stute,  as  Senators,  IJeprescnta- 
tives,  jurists,  and  lobbyist*— feeling  a  preat  interest,  as  many  t'f  them  had 
need  to,  in  the  question,  were  moved  to  call  a  public  meeting  on  the  subject. 
This  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  "  Woman's  S^tate  Temperance  Society," 
which  tent  ont  papers  giving  their  by-lawa  and  reaolntions,  and  calling  for 
auxiliary  sodetiee  in  dtfleicnt  parts  of  the  State.  This  call  in  many  places  met 
with  hearty  responses. 

In  the  followincr  autumn,  l*^."):!.  officori  of  tlie  State  Society,  Mr^.  Professor 
Cole^,  of  Oberlin,  President,  (  ailed  a  convention  of  their  members  and  friends 
of  the  cause,  at  the  city  ot  Dayion,  Ohio. 

Hie  Ihnmis  Whole  World's  CooventioD"  bad  just  been  held  in  New  York 
City,  followed  by  the  World's  ConTentioo,**  at  which  the  Iter.  Antoinette  L. 
Brown  was  expelled  from  the  platform,  simply  because  she  was  a  woman.  The 
Hon.  Samuel  Carey  presented  a  resolution,  which  1  quote  from  memory,  si>me- 
thing  asi  follows  : 

''Re$vii  >  .},  That  we  recognise  women  as  efficient  aids  and  helpers  in  the  home, 
but  not  on  the  platform.'' 

This  was  not  perhaps  the  exact  wording,  but  it  was  the  purport  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  was  presented  while  Neal  Dow,  the  President  of  the  Convention, 
wa<(  al)-ient  from  the  chair,  and  after  niuch  angry  and  abusive  discussion,  it 
wa'i  passed  by  that  body  of  great  men. 

The  Committee  of  Amngements.  appointed  at  Dayton,  eonld  find  no  church, 
school'hoQse,  or  hall  in  which  to  hold  their  convention,  till  the  Sons  of  Tom- 
perance  consented  to  yield  the'r  lodge-room,  provided  there  were  no  men 
admitted  to  their  meetings.  Alas  I  the  Committee  consented.  T  traveled  two 
hundred  mile^,  and,  on  reaching  Daytcm  at  a  late  hour,  I  repiured  at  once  to 
the  halL  Uur  meeting  was  organized.  But  hardly  were  we  ready  to  proceed 
when  an  interruption  occurred.  I  had  been  advertised  for  the  first  speecli. 
and  took  my  place  on  the  platform,  when  a  column  of  well-dressed  ladies,  very 
fasbionable  and  precise,  marched  in.  two  and  two,  and  spread  themselves  In  a 
half  circle  in  front  of  the  platform,  and  requested  leave  to  be  heard. 

Our  President  asked  me  to  suspend  my  reading,  to  which  I  absented,  and 
.<lie  —  a  l)eautitul.  gracH-ful  lady — bowed  them  her  assent.  Forthwitli  they 
proceeded  to  iutVirm  us,  that  they  were  delegated  by  a  meeting  of  Dayton 
ladies  to  come  hither  and  read  to  ns  a  remonstrance  against  **the  unseemly 
and  nnchrisdan  position**  we  bad  aasnmed  in  calling  conventions,  and  taking 
onr  places  upon  the  platform,  and  seeking  notoriety  by  making  ourselves  con- 
spicuous I  efore  men.  They  proceeded  to  shake  the  dust  from  their  own  skirts 
ut"  the  whole  thing.  They  discn^sid  wisely  the  <lisgraceful  conduct  of  Ant-  i- 
nette  L.  Brown  at  the  Workl  s  Temperance  Convention,  as  reported  to  them  by 
Hon.  Samuel  Carey,  with  more  of  the  same  sort,  which  I  beg  to  be  eicused 
from  trying  to  recall  to  mind,  or  to  repeat.  When  their  mission  was  ended,  in 
doe  form  they  filed  out  of  the  low  dark  dow,  descended  the  Btairwway»  and 
disappeared  from  onr  «ifrht. 

When  we  bad  recovered  our  equilibrium  after  such  a  kuock-down  surprise, 
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Mts.  BateniMi  requested  me  to  proceed.  I  loee,  and  aaked  Icftve  to  diange  m; 
written  speech  fi»  coe  not  flom  mj  pen.  bot  from  my  beert. 

The  protest  of  the  Dayton  "Mrs.  Grundys"  had  been  well  larded  with  Script- 
ure, so  I  aiKkd:  Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh."  an  I 
never  before,  possibly  never  since,  have  I  had  greater  liberty  in  rolievinij  niy 
mind,  as  the  Quakers  would  say.  I  bad  been  at  New  York  and  had  boarded 
irith  Aatoine^  L.  Brown,  so  I  knew  wheieof  I  was  beering  testimony,  when  1 
aasared  my  heerer*  that  Samoel  Carey  bad  certainly  been  lying— oncter  a  mis* 
take.  I  gave  my  testimony,  not  cringingly,  but  a«  one  who  knew,  and  drew  a 
Cf»niparir!()n  >M't\v«'pn  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  modestly  but  firmly  standinj;  he- 
grouud  as  a  delepitf  from  her  society,  with  politicians  and  clertrym.  n  cryini;. 
*' Shame  on  the  woman,'^  and  Btamping  and  cUmoring  till  the  dust  on  the  la  •> 
pet  «)f  the  platform  cDTeloped  tltem  in  a  doad.  MeMiwbile,  ber  best  friends, 
William  H.  Channing.  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  OHver  Johnson,  Wenddi  Phil- 
lipe  and  others  stood  by  her,  bidding  her  atand  firm.  Tlie  conduct  of  these 
ladie-t  in  marching  through  the  streets  of  Dayton,  in  the  mmt  crowde<l  thoroiinh- 
fare8,  in  the  mid«t  of  a  State  fair,  to  tell  some  other  women  tliat  tliey  were 
making  themselves  conspicuous.*^  What  I  said,  or  bow  it  was  said,  mattereth 
not. 

That  evening,  the  8oos  of  Temperance  Ball,  which  onr  committee  bad  prom- 
teed  to  "  keep  clear  of  men,^  was  well  filled  widi  women.   But  all  aromid  the 

walls,  and  between  the  benches,  on  the  platform — and  in  the  nisles,  there  were 
men  firom  every  part  of  the  State.  These  ladies  had  given  us  a  grand  adver- 
tisement. 

Tlie  followinfjf  is  the  re|K)rt  of  said  meeting  clipped  from  the  Even^ 
iiu/  J*ost  twenty-seven  years  ago,  by  Mrs.  Gage: 

THB  OHIO  WOMEN'S  OONYEMnON. 

Dattok,  Stpk  Uj  1958. 

To-day  the  Ohio  State  Women*!  Temperance  Society  held  a  meeting  at  this 
jriace.  The  attoidanoe  was  not  laige,  Ixtt  wee  respectable,  both  in  anmber  and 
talents.   Mrs.  Bateman,  of  Columbvs,  presided,  and  a  good  officer  she  made. 

Parliamentary  rules  prevailed  in  governing  the  assembly,  and  were  enforced 
with  mnrh  ])roinptness  an<l  <lignity.  She  un<lerstood  enough  of  these  to  put 
V»o'h  sides  of  the  question — an  attainment  which,  I  have  noticed,  many  Mr, 
Presidents  have  often  nut  reached. 

The  enactment  of  the  Maine  law  in  Ohio  is  the  principal  object  at  which  thvf 
appeared  to  aim.  Its  constitationality  and  eflReet  were  both  discoased,  deeisiona 
of  courts  criticised,  and  all  with  much  acuteness  and  particularly  happy  illus- 
trut'un-i.  In  reference  to  the  practicabiiity  of  enforeini;  it.  when  onci-  passed, 
one  woman  declared,  that  ''if  the  men  could  not  do  it,  the  women  would  give 
them  cficctual  aid." 

In  the  course  of  the  meeting,  two  original  poems  were  read,  one  by  Mrs. 
Oage.  Ibrmeriy  of  this  State,  and  nt>w  of  St.  Louis,  and  one  by  Mrs.  Hodge»  of 
Oberlin.  There  were  also  d-  livered  three  formal  nddre^se8,  one  by  Mrs.  Dryer, 
of  Di  laware  County.  Ohio,  our  by  Mr<.  Griffint:.  f^f  S;i!t'ni.  Ohio,  find  the  other  by 
Mrs.  Gage,  either  of  which  would  not  have  dishonored  any  of  our  public  orators 
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if  we  consider  the  matter,  style,  or  manner  of  delivery.  Men  can  deal  in  statis* 
ties  and  logical  dednetiom,  but  women  only  can  dcaeiiba  tbe  horron  of  Intea- 
perancc  can  draw  aaide  the  enitain  and  ahow  na  the  wrack  it  makea  of  domes- 
tic love  and  home  enjoyment— «an  p^itttfltiDgliish  of  the  drunkard*s  wife  and 

the  miseries  of  his  children.  Wisdom  would  seem  (o  dictate  that  thos-  w  ho 
feci  the  most  severely  the  effects  of  any  evil,  should  best  know  how  to  remove 
it.  If  thift  be  so,  it  would  be  difficult  to  give  a  reason  why  women  should  not 
act,  indeed  lead  off.  is  tlua  gratt  tempeianee  movement. 

A  moatezdting  and  interesting  deliate  aroae  en  some  resolotiona  intnidnced 
by  the  Secretary,  Mrs.  GrifBng,  condemnatory  of  tbe  action  of  the  World's  Tem* 
perance  ConTention  in  ondel^^ating  Misa  ftown,  and  excluding  her  fiom  tbe 
platfomi. 

These  resolutions  are  so  pithy,  that  I  can  not  refrain  from  furnishing  them  in 
fttll.   They  are  as  follows: 
**  Bnohed^  That  we  Tegard  the  ^jranntcal  and  cowardly  conlhrmation  to  the 

* luages  of  society,*  in  throating  woman  from  the  platform  in  the  late  so-called, 

but  mis-called  World's  Temperance  Convention,  as  a  most  daring  and  insulting 
outrage  upon  all  of  womankind  ;  and  it  is  with  the  deepest  shame  and  mortifica- 
tion that  we  learn  that  our  own  State  of  Ohio  furnished  the  delegate  tooffiiiate 
In  writing  and  presenting  the  resolutions,  and  presiding  at  tbe  seeaion  when 
tbe  dcapemte  act  was  aceompUahed. 

i2/»4fe«l,  That  oor  thanka  are  doe  to  the  Hon.  Keal  Dow,  of  Maine,  the 
President  of  the  Convention,  for  so  manfully  and  persistently  deciding  and  in- 
sisting upon  and  in  favor  of  the  right  of  all  the  friend-*  of  temperance,  duly  del- 
egated, to  seats  and  participation  in  all  the  proceedings." 

The  friends  of  General  Carey  rallied,  and  with  real  parliamentary  tact  moved 
to  lay  tbe  raaolittiona  on  the  table.  Iliere  waa  modi  esdtement  and  some  nvir- 
OQsnesa.  The  remarka  made  fro  and  eon  were  pithy  and  to  the  point.  Tbe 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  waa  lost  by  a  large  majority.  Mrs.  Oriffing  ^uplJortod 
her  rtsolutions  with  much  coolness  and  conscious  strength.  The  <Ji'neral  hud 
few  defenders,  and  most  of  those  S'>ott  abandoned  him  to  his  fate,  and  fell  back 
upon  the  position  of  deprecating  the  introduction  of  what  they  called  the  ques- 
tion of  Woman's  Rights  into  tbe  CtaTWtion.  All,  however,  waa  of  no  avail ; 
the  reaolutions  pa>aed  by  a  large  minority,  and  amid  much  applaoae. 

After  rccesa  an  attempt  was  made  to  reconsider  this  vote.  The  President 
tirged  some  one  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  to  move  a  reconsideration,  that  a 
8uV>-titiito  niitjht  Ije  offered,  condemning  the  action  of  the  World's  Convention 
in  refcrem e  to  Mis.s  Brown,  "as  uncourteous,  unchristian,  and  unparliamentary.'' 
The  motion  waa  made  evidently  from  mere  couitesy ;  b*jt,  when  put  to  vote,  mas 
loet  by  a  very  latge  m^|t>rity.  The  delegates  tnim  OberHn,  and  some  others, 
joined  in  the  following  protest : 

"  Wf  beg  U-ave  to  request  that  it  be  recorded  in  the  minute«  of  the  meeting^ 
that  the  <k'lepation  from  nhcrliii,  :\nd  some  others.  a'tho\is;h  we  regard  as  un- 
ci lurteous.  unchristian,  and  uupiirlianientary,  the  far-famed  proceedings  at  Kew 
York,  we  can  not  endorse  the  language  of  censura  as  administeied  by  oor 
meet  loved  and  valued  sisters." 

Thus  fddl  Genferal  Carey.  |Mrobably  mortally  wounded.  His  vitality,  indeed, 
roust  be  very  great,  if  he  can  outlive  t^  e  thrusts  piven  him  on  this  occasion. 
What  rendered  his  conduct  in  New  York  more  aggravating  is  the  fact  thai 
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heretofore*  he  has  toooamged  the  vromen  of  Ohio  in  thdr  adroea^  of  tempei^ 
ance,  and  promieed  to  defend  them. 

It  is  not,  hovrever,  for  Ohio  men  to  interfere  in  this  matter.  Ohio  womea 
1)ave  shown  themaelTca  abandantly  able  to  take  care  of  tbemaelTca  and  the 
General  too. 

LETTERS  FROM  FRIENDS  IN  OHIO. 

Mrs,  11.  A.  S.  Jaimey,  in  reply  to  our  request  for  a  chapter  of  her 
reeul lections,  said  : 

The  agiUttion  of  ^'Woman's  Rights''  began  in  Ohio  in  1843  and  '44,  after 
Abby  Ivc'lly  lectured  through  the  State  on  Anti-^hiTery. 

The  atatita  of  the  public  mind  at  that  time  ia  beat  illnstnted  by  the  Act  that 
Ciitharine  Beechcr,  in  184'^,  gave  an  addrcHH  in  Columbus  on  educatiun,  by  ait- 
ting  on  the  p'atfonn  und  getiing  licr  brother  Kilward  to  read  it  for  htr. 

In  Lucy  Stone  and  Antoinette  I..  Mrown,  then  students  at  Obertin  Col- 

U  ge,  lei  lured  at  different  places  in  the  State  on  "  Woman's  Hights." 

In  1850  a  Convention  waa  held  at  Salem;  Mariana  Johnson  presented  a  me- 
morial, which  was  nnmerooaly  signed  and  sent  to  the  Constitntiiinal  Conren- 
vention.  The  same  week  Mbrs.  F.  D.  Gage  called  a  meeting  in  Masonic  Hall, 
McCounclIsvilli',  nnd  drew  up  a  memorial,  which  was  also  lar^rely  ^iirned.  and 
pre-ented  to  the  Constitutional  dmventiou.  Meniotials  were  sent  from  other 
parts  of  the  Slate,  and  other  county  conventions  held. 

The  signatnns  to  the  petition  for  "  Equal  Rights/  numbered  7,901,  and  for 
the  Right  of  Suftage,  3,100. 

The  discu>sioas  in  the  Constitutional  CoUTention  were  TOted  to  be  dropped 
from  the  records,  because  they  were  so  low  and  o'  scene.  Dr.  Town«enfl.  of 
Lotnin,  and  William  Hawkins,  of  McConnellsviUe,  were  our  iiriends  in  the 
Convention. 

XBB.  OOSITBB'b  LFTTEB. 

CuBTXLAin),  O.,  yor.  14,  1870. 

Dbab  Mas.  BliOmfSn:— Tour  postal  iccalb  to  mind  an  e?ent  which  ooeuned 
before  the  women  of  Ohio  liad  in  any  sense  broken  the  oorda  wbidi  bound  them. 
A  wife  was  not  then  entitled  to  her  own  earnings,  and  if  a  husband  were  a 
drunkard,  or  a  gambler,  no  |)ortion  of  his  wa'jre^  could  she  take,  without  his 

consent,  for  the  maintenance  of  herself  and  family. 

Some  small  gain  baa  been  attained  in  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  much  in  pub- 
lie  opinion.  Less  stigma  resia  upon  one  who  chooses  an  avocation  auited  to  her 
own  taste  and  ability.  We  have  struggled  for  little;  but  it  is  well  for  us  to 

remember  that  the  world  was  not  made  in  a  day. 

The  meeting  to  which  you  allu'le  was  held  in  Chesterfield,  Morgan  Count \. 
Dhio.  I  went  in  company  with  Mrs.  (inire,  and  remember  well  what  a  spirited 
meeting  it  was.  When  it  was  found  that  the  church  could  not  be  had,  the  la> 
dies  of  the  place  aecnred  a  bam,  made  it  nice  and  clean,  bad  a  platform  bidit  at 
one  end  cf  the  large  Ikwr  for  the  speakcfs  and  Invited  guests,  and  seata 
arranged  in  every  available  place. 

Ttie  audience  waa  large  and  resi>ectfu1,  as  well  aa  respectable.  The  leading 
subjects  were:  The  injustiee  of  the  Imws.  as  to  property  and  children,  in  tin  ir 
results  to  married  women  ;  the  ability  of  woman  to  occupy  positions  of  tru-t 
now  withheld  from  her;  her  Uinit-d  m«  ans  for  acquiring  an  education  ;  etc. 
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Mrs.  Gage  tpoke  with  great  entbtiriasm  and  warmth.  I  think  it  most  hare 
bi<en  almost  her  first  effort,  to  be  followed  by  years  of  petiiiteDt  votk  by  Tcnce 

and  pen,  to  secure  a  wider  field  of  labor  for  her  sex,  and  to  spnr  finll  Tvoman  to 
do  f<r  herself ;  to  make  use  of  the  means  within  her  prr.sp  ;  tn  Ijecouie  fit  to 
bear  the  higher  responsibilities  which  the  coming  jeara  might  impose 

Her  dear  voice  is  almost  silent  now,  still  she  lingen  as  if  to  eateh  aomo  frint 
glimpae  of  boped-lbr  reaolta,  ere  she  dropa  this  mortal  coil. 

Very  truly  yonra,  Kaxt  T.  ComncB. 

MA8SILON  COVTBtmOV. 

On  May  27, 1852,  another  State  Convention  was  held  in  Ma>-ilon. 
We  give  the  following  brief  notice  from  the  JV^ew  York  Iribuiie  : 

The  third  Woman's  Rights  Convention  of  Ohio  has  Just  closed  ita  eea- 
sion.  It  was  held  in  the  Baptist  ehureh,  in  thi-^  place,  and  was  numer- 
ously attended,  there  being  a  fair  representJition  of  men.  as  well  as  wom- 
en; for  though  the  object  of  these,  and  similar  meetings,  is  to  secure 
woman  lier  rights,  aa  an  oqnal  membor  o(  tho  banuui  family,  n^llier 
spcMiking  nor  membersiiip  was  here  oonflned  to  the  one  aez.  but  att  who 
had  seutimenta  to  utt«r  in  reference  to  the  object  of  the  Convention— 
whether  for  or  against  it — were  invited  to  speak  with  freedom,  and  those 
who  wished  to  aid  the  movement  to  sit  as  members,  without  dibtinction 
of  sex.  All  honorable  classes  were  represented,  from  the  so-caUed  high- 
eat  to  the  80*ea]led  lowest— the  aeamatteaa  who  works  for  twenty-five 
eenta  a  day ;  the  daofl^ters  of  the  flarmer,  fieah  ttota  the  dairy  and  the 
kitchen;  the  wives  of  the  laborer,  the  phyaieian,  the  lawyer,  and  the 
banker,  the  legislator,  and  the  minister,  were  all  there — all  interested  in 
one  eomnion  cause,  and  det-irous  that  every  right  God  gave  to  woman 
should  be  fully  recognized  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  society,  that  every 
facalty  he  haabeatowed  apon  her  ahoald  have  ample  room  for  its  proper 
development.  la  tiiia  aaicing  too  mndiff  And  yet  thia  ia  the  anm  and 
aabetance  of  the  Woman's  Bi^ta  Reform— a  movement  whieh  foola 
ridioale,  and  find  eaaier  to  aneer  at  than  meet  with  argament. 

Before  tliey  separated  they  orijanized  **  The  Ohio  Woman's  liights 
As>ociation.''  and  choJ^e  Hannah  Trarv  Cutler  for  President. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Uavenna, 
May  25th  and  26th,  1853.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Mrs.  Caro- 
line M.  Severance  presided.  The  speakere  were  Rev.  Antoinette  L. 
Brown,  Mrs,  Lawrence,  Emma  R.  Coe,  Josephine  S.  Griffing,  Martha 
J.  Tilden,  and  many  others.  Emily  Robinson  presented  an  able  and 
encouraging  report  on  the  progress  of  the  work.  lAn.  Severance 
was  appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  which  was 
presented  March  98, 1854,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
This  docaraent  is  found  in  the  Jane  namber  gI  7%€  U^ut^  18H,  and  « 
is  a  very  carefnlly  written  paper  on  the  1^1  status  oi  woman. 
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CLEVELAND  NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

In  185d,  October  6tli,  7th,  md  Sth,  the  Fourth  l!fAtioi»l  OoaTeiu 
tion  was  held  io  Cleveland.  There  were  delegates  present  from 
Kew  York,  Fennsylvaniap  Massachusetts,  Ckmnectieaty  Ohio^  Michi- 
gan, Indiana,  and  Missouri.  The  Plain  Dealer  said  all  the  ladies 
promioent  m  this  movenietit  were  present,  some  in  full  Bloomer 
costume.   At  the  appointed  time  Luoretia  Mott  ai)Dse  and  said : 

As  President  of  the  last  Nattonal  Convention  at  STnumse,  it  devolves 

on  lue  to  call  this  meeting  to  order.  It  was  decided  in  a  preliminary 
gatherinic  last  ovpuing.  that  Frances  D.  Gago,  of  St.  T.oula,  wasthesoi^ 
able  person  to  till  the  office  of  i'resident  oti  this  occasion. 

Mrd.  (lAUK,  buing  duly  elected,  on  taking  the  chair,  said:  Before  paro- 
eeeding  farther,  it  is  proper  that  prayer  should  be  offered.  The  Bev. 
Antoinette  K  Brown  will  addiess  tiie  throne  <A  grace. 

Slie  c.ime  forwartl  and  ni:ulc  a  Urief,  hut  eloquent  prayer.  It 
was  c(»iisidered  rather  presumptuous  in  those  days  for  a  woman 
to  pray  in  public,  but  a.-5  Miss  Brown  was  a  firraihiatc  of  Oberlin 
College,  had  gone  through  the  theological  department,  was  a  regu- 
larly ordaMied  preacher,  and  installed  ad  a  pastor,  she  felt  quite  at 
home  in  aV  the  forms  and  cereraontes  of  the  Oh'nreh. 

The  Cleveland  Journal,  in  speaking  of  her,  said :  She  has  one  distinc- 
tion, sho  is  tlu>  hiindsomest  woman  in  the  Convention.  Her  voice  is 
silvery,  and  her  manner  pleasing.  It  is  generally  known  thai  slio  is  the 
pastor  of  a  Congrogbtional  ohnrob  in  South  Butler,  N.  T. 

In  lier  opening  remarks,  Mrs.  OAftB  said:  It  is  with  fear  and  trembling 
that  I  tako  up  the  duties  of  presiding  over  your  deliberations;  not  fear 
and  trembling  for  the  cause,  but  lest  I  should  not  have  the  capacity  and 
strength  to  do  all  the  position  requires  of  me.  She  then  gave  a  review  of 
what  bad  been  aooomidished  since  the  first  Convention  was  held  in  Sen- 
eca  Falls,  N.  T.,  July  19>  1848,  and  eloJbd  hj  saying:  I  hope  onr  discos- 
sions  will  be  a  little  more  extensive  than  the  call  would  seem  to  warrant, 
which  indicates  simply  our  right  to  the  political  franchise. 

To  which,  Mrs.  Mott  replied:  I  would  state  that  the  limitation  of  the 
discassions  was  not  anticipated  at  the  last  Convention.  The  issuing  of 
the  call  was  left  to  the  Central  Committee,  but  it  was  not  supposed  that 
they  would  specify  any  particular  part  of  the  labor  of  the  Convention, 
but  that  the  broad  ground  of  the  prcsentntton  of  the  wrongs*  of  womnn. 
the  aHsertion  of  her  rights,  and  the  encourugenient  to  persioverauce  in 
individual  and  combined  action,  and  the  restoration  of  those  rights, 
should  be  takm. 

After  which,  Mrs.  Oaok  added :  I  would  remark  once  for  all,  to  the 

Convention,  tliat  there  i.s  perfrct  liberty  jjiven  here  to  ^!peak  upon 
the  subject  under  disciis.sion.  hotli  for  and  a^'ainst:  and  tliat  we  ur^e  all 
to  do  so.    If  lliere  are  any  wliu  have  objections,  wo  wish  to  hear  them 
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If  wgam«nt8  are  prasanted  whieh  eonrliMM  nt  that  we  are  dofang  wtooa 
we  wish  to  act  upon  them.  I  extremely  regret  that  while  we  have  held 
convention  after  convention,  where  the  same  liberty  has  been  given, 
no  one  ba«  had  a  word  to  say  against  uh  at  the  time,  but  that  some  have 
reserved  their  hard  words  of  opposition  to  our  movement,  only  to  go 
AWAj  And  Tdnt  them  throngfa  tlie  newepapers,  amoonting,  freqnenttj,  to 
groes  mierapreeentatkMi.  I  hope  every  one  here  will  remember,  with  deep 
aerioasness,  that  the  same  Almighty  finger  which  traced  upon  the  tablets 
of  stone  the  coinniands,  "Thou  shalt  not  kill."  "Thou  shnlt  not  .steal," 
traced  aIi»o  these  words,  "Thou  shalt  not  bear  fal»o  wituess  against  thy 
neighbor." 

The  other  officers  of  the  CoDveDtion  were  then  elected,  ae  follows : 

Vie^PretMmitB  Antoinette  L.  Brawn,  New  YaA%  Lneretia  Ifott,  Penn^ 

sylvania  ;  Caroline  M.  Severance,  Ohio  ;  Joneph  Barker,  Ohio  ;  Emily 
Robinson,  Ohio;  Mary  B.  Birdsall,  Indiana;  8ibyl  Lawrence,  Michigan; 
Charles  P.  Wood,  New  York:  Amy  Post.  New  York. 

Seeretur/ejr— Martha  C.  Wright,  New  York  ;  Caroline  Stanton,  Ohio;  H. 
B.  Blackwell,  Ohio. 
Jreamm^T.  C.  Sevenuiee,  Ohio. 

Businm  OommlMee— Bmestlne  L.  Rote,  Kew  York;  Jamee  Mott,  Penn* 
sylvania;  Lncy  Stone,  Massachusettfi;  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  MSBS.;  Abby 
K-  lly  Pouter.  Mass.;  Mary  T.  Comer,  Oliio;  C.  C.  Burleigh,  Conneottcut; 

ilartlia  J.  Tilden.  Oliio;  John  O.  Wattle.*,  Indiana. 

Fintni'fr  ('ijiumittte — Susan  B.  Anthony,  Kochester;  Phebo  H.  Merritt, 
Michigan  ;  11.  M.  Addison,  Ohio  ;  Hettie  Little,  Ohio  ;  E.  P.  Heaton, 
Ohio. 

Letters  were  read  from  distingaisbed  people.  Notably  the  fol- 
lowing from  Horace  Greeley : 

Nkw  York,  Oct.  2,  1853. 

Dkak  MA.DAM: — I  have  received  yours  of  the  26th,  this  moment.  I  do 
not  see  tiiat  my  presence  in  Cleveland  eonld  be  of  any  service.  The 
qaeetion  to  be  oonsidered  concerns  principally  woman,  and  women  should 
mostly  consider  It.  I  recognize  most  thoronglily  tiie  tight  <tf  woman  to 
choose  her  own  sphere  of  activity  and  nsefalness,  and  to  evoke  its  proper 
limitations.  If  ^he  sees  fit  to  navigate  vessels,  print  newspapers,  frame 
laws,  select  rulers— any  or  all  of  these— I  know  no  principle  that  jii8titie8 
man  in  interposing  any  impediment  to  her  doing  so.  The  only  ar>;utnent 
entitled  to  any  weight  against  the  ftillest  oncession  of  the  rights  yon 
demand,  rests  in  the  a.ssumption  that  woman  does  not  claim  any  sadi 
rights,  but  chooses  to  be  raledf  guided,  impelled,  and  have  her  sphere 
prescribed  for  her  by  man. 

I  think  the  present  state  of  our  laws  respecting  property  and  inherit 
ance,  as  reqwcts  manfod  women,  show  very  dearly  that  woman  ought 
not  to  be  satisfied  with  hw  present  position;  yet  it  may  be  that  die  is  so. 
If  all  those  who  have  nerer^ven  this  mattsr  a  serions  thought  are  to  be 
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considered  on  the  .^ide  of  conservatism,  of  course  tJiat  side  must  prepon- 
derate. Be  this  i\6  it  muy,  woman  alone  can,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
coiitcoTM87t  speak  eflCMtively  for  woman,  ainise  none  othen  can  q^eak 
wlfcb  anthority,  or  from  the  depths  of  a  peraonal  expexienee. 

Hoping  that  your  Convention  may  result  in  the  opening  of  many  eyes, 
and  the  elevation  of  many  mind«  from  light  to  gmver  themes, 

1  remain  yonrs, 

MKS.  C.  M.  SBV  KKANCR,  HO&ACB  01llEaLBX. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

And  here  let  us  pay  our  tribute  of  gratitade  to  Horace  Greeley.  In 
tlioee  early  days  when  he,  as  editor  of  the  iVeio  York  THbune,  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  nation,  hia  word  almost  law  to  the 
people,  hia  journal  was  ever  true  to  woman.  Xo  ridicule  of  our 
cause,  no  aneera  at  ita  adTocatea,  found  a  place  in  TAe  Trihune/  but 
more  than  once,  he  gave  oolnmna  to  the  prooeedinga  of  our  con- 
ventions. 

To  this  letter,  Henrv  B.  P)lac'k\vell,  brother  of  Dr.  Elizabeth  Black- 
well,  and  the  future  husband  of  Lucy  Stone^  pertinently  replied, 
aaying : 

It  is  suggested  that  woman's  cause  should  be  advocated  by  womeu 
only.  The  writer  of  tliut  letter  is  a  true  friend  of  this  reform,  and  yet  I 
feel  that  I  owe  you  no  apology  tor  standing  on  this  platform.  But  if  I  do, 
this  is  sufficient,  that  1  am  the  sou  of  a  woman,  and  the  brother  of  a 
woman.  1  know  that  this  is  their  cause,  bat  I  feel  that  it  is  mine  also. 
Their  happiness  is  my  happiness,  their  misery  my  misery. 

The  interests  of  the  sexes  are  inseparably  connected,  and  in  the  eleva- 
tion of  one  lies  the  salvation  of  the  other.  Therefore  I  claim  a  part  in 
the  la»t  and  grandest  movement  of  the  ages;  for  whatever  concerns 
woman  concerns  the  race.  In  every  human  enterprise  the  sexes  should 
go  hand  in  hand.  Bxperienee  sanctions  the  statement.  I  know  of  but 
few  movements  in  liistory,  whieh  liave  gone  on  snooessfolly  without  the 
aid  of  woman.  One  of  thme  is  war — ^the  work  of  human  slaoghter.  An- 
other has  been  the  digging  of  gold  in  California.  I  have  yet  to  lenm 
what  advantages  the  world  has  derived  from  either.  Whenever  the  sexes 
have  been  severed  in  politics,  in  business,  in  religion,  the  result  has  been 
demoralisation. 

Mr.  Blackwell  6}x>ke  with  great  eloquence  for  nearly  an  hour,  ad- 
vocating the  political,  civil,  and  moral  equality  of  woman. 
showed  the  power  of  the  ballot  in  combating  unjust  laws,  opening 
collie  doors,  securing  equal  pay  for  equal  work,  dignifying  the 
marriage  relation,  hy  making  woman  an  equal  partner,  not  a  subject. 
He  paid  a  glowing  eulogy  to  Mary  Wollstonecroft.   He  said : 

We  need  higher  Ideas  of  marriage.  There  is  searaely  a  yonng  man 
here  who  does  not  hope  to  be  a  husband  and  a  father;  nor  a  young  woman 
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who  does  not  oxpert  to  be  a  wife  and  a  mother.  But  who  does  not  revolt 
at  the  idea  of  perpettiiiting^arace  inferior  to  ourselves?  For  myself  I  could 
not  desire  u  degeuerate  family.  I  would  not  wishfor  a  race  which  would  not 
be  hnad  and  ehonldera  above  what  I  bad  been.  Let  me  9kj  to  men,  select 
women  wcwUiy  to  be  wives.  The  worid  is  OTeratocked  with  these  mis'be- 
gotten  children  of  nndovoloped  mothers.  No  man  who  has  ever  seen  the 
syininetricHl  character  of  a  true  woman,  can  be  happy  in  a  union  with  such. 
LrfidiesI  the  day  is  coming  when  men  who  have  seen  more  well-developed 
women,  will  scorn  the  preeeot  standard  of  female  character.  Will  you 
not  teaoh  them  to  do  eof  Ton  may  have  to  saoriflee  maeh,  but  yoa  wiU 
be  repaid.  This  histoty  of  the  world  is  ileh  with  glorious  examples. 
3rary  WoUxtoneeroft,  the  writer  of  tiiat  brave  book,  "The  Rights  of 
Wonmii.  "  published  two  genorationf  a/?o.  dared  to  be  tru<^  to  lier  convio- 
tions  of  duty  in  spite  of  the  projudiceK  of  the  world.  What  was  the  r»'- 
Bult?  She  attained  a  noble  character.  She  found  in  Godwin  a  nature 
worthy  of  her  own,  and  leffc  a  child  who  beoame  the  wifls  and  worthy  bi>- 
ograpliOT  of  the  great  poet  Shelley.  Let  us  imitate  that  ehfld  of  glorious 
parents — parents  who  dared  to  maite  all  their  relations  compatible  with 
absolute  right,  to  iijiv.'  all  their  powers  the  highest  development. 

Pooplo  say  a  married  woman  can  not  have  ulterior  objects;  that  her 
po>itiuu  is  incompatible  with  a  high  intellectual  culture;  that  her 
thoughtfl  and  sympathies  must  be  restricted  to  the  four  walls  of  her 
dwelling.  Why,  if  I  were  a  woman  (I  speak  only  as  a  man)  and  believed 
this  popular  doctrine,  that  she  who  Is  a  wife  and  a  mother,  being  that, 
must  be  nothing  more,  but  must  cramp  her  tliouphts  into  the  narrow 
circle  of  her  own  home,  and  indulge  no  gnmder  a.^piratiou.s  f»tr  universal 
interests — believing  that,  1  would  forswear  marriage.  I  would  withdraw 
myself  from  human  society,  and  go  out  into  the  forest  and  the  prairie  to 
live  out  my  own  true  life  in  the  communion  and  sympathy  of  my  Ood. 
So  far  as  I  was  concerned,  the  race  might  become  worthily  extinct— it 
should  never  be  unworthily  perpetuated.  I  could  do  no  otherwise.  For 
we  are  not  made  merely  to  eat  and  drink,  and  give  cliildren  to  the  world. 
We  are  placed  here  upon  the  threshold  of  an  immortal  life.  We  are 
but  the  chrysalis  of  the  future.  If  immortality  means  anything,  it  means 
nnceasing  progress  for  individuals  and  for  the  race. 

Mr.  Blaekwell  complimented  those  women  who  were  Just  inaugurating 
a  movement  for  a  new  costume,  promising  greater  freedom  and  health. 
He  thought  the  sneern  and  ridicule  so  unsparingly  showered  on  the 
**  Bloomers,"  might  with  more  common  sense  be  turned  on  the  "tight 
waists,  paper  shoes,  and  trailiug  skirts  of  the  fashionable  classes.^' 

The  facts  of  history  may  as  well  be  stated  here  in  regard  to  the 
*'  Bloomer  "  costume.  Mr8.  Bloomer  was  among  the  first  to  wear 
the  dress,  and  stoutly  advocated  its  adoption  in  her  paper,  Tits  LUy^ 
published  at  Seneca  Fall-,  N.  Y.  Bat  it  was  introduced  by  Eliza- 
beth Smith  Miller,  the  daughter  of  the  great  philanthropist,  Gerrit 
Smith,  in  1850.  She  wore  it  for  many  years,  even  in  the  most  fash- 
ionable circles  of  Washington  daring  her  father's  term  in  Congress 
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Lucy  Stone,  Miss  Anthony,  and  Mrs.  Stanton,  also  wore  it  a  £ew 
yearsi  Bnt  it  invoked  so  mncli  ridicnle,  that  they  feared  the  odium 
Attached  to  the  dress  might  injure  the  snffrsge  movement,  of  which 
they  were  prominent  representatives.  Ilenoe  a  Stronger  love  for 
woman's  political  freedonn,  than  for  their  own  personal  comfort, 
compelled  them  to  lay  it  aside.  The  experiment,  however,  was  not 
without  its  good  results.  The  dress  wa*;  adopted  for  skating  and 
gvrnnaetie  exereises,  in  seminaries  and  sanitariums.  At  Dr.  James  . 
C.  Jfickson's,  in  Dansville,  N.  Y.,  it  is  still  worn.  Many  farmers' 
wive;>,  too,  are  enjoying  its  freedom  in  their  rural  homes. 

Mrs.  Bloomer,  editor  of  The  L  'dy^  at  Seneca  Falls,  New  York, 
w:i.s  introduced  at  tlic  rlusc  of  Mr.  Blackwell's  remarks,  and  read 
a  \sell-j)repared  digest  of  the  laws  for  married  women. 

Reporting  one  of  the  sessions,  the  Plmn  Dealer  said  : 

Mrs.  (rogo,  ever  prompt  in  her  place,  called  the  Convention  to  order 
at  the  Qsoal  hoar.  The  Melodean  at  this  time  contained  1,500  people. 
We  tUnk  the  women  may  eongratnlate  themselves  on  having  most  em- 
phatieaUy  made  a  Ut"  In  the  forest  oltj. 

Of  ^epm'wnnd  of  the  Convention,  it  says: 

Mre.  Mott  is  matronly-looking,  wearing  the  Quaker  dress,  and  appar^ 
ently  a  good-natared  woman.  Her  laoe  does  not  hidieate  her  ehanoter 
as  a  fiery  and  enthueiaatio  advocate  of  reform.  Mrs.  Gage  is  not  a  hand- 

some  woman,  but  her  appearance  altogether  is  prepossessing.  You  can 
gee  geniuH  in  her  eye.  She  presided  with  grace  at  all  the  sessions  of  the 
Convention.  The  house  was  thronged  witli  intelligent  audiences.  The 
President  flreqiaentiy  contrasted  the  order,  deoomm,and  kindness  of  the 
Clevehuid  audiences,  with  the  noisy  and  tumultaons  demonstrations 
which  recently  disgraced  the  city  <tf  New  Yorli,  at  the  Convention  held 
there. 

I  f  on.  Joshua  K.  Gidsdinob,  on  being  called  to  the  stand,  remarked : 

That  he  was  prpsont  to  exprcps,  and  happy  of  tlie  opportunity  to  ex- 
press, his  sincere  interest  in  the  cause,  and  repird  for  tic?  actor.";  in  this 
movement;  but  that  on  almost  any  other  occasion  he  could  speak  with 
less  emharrassment  than  here,  with  sndi  advocates  before  him;  and  as 
he  had  not  eome  prepared  to  address  the  Convention,  dedined  occupy- 
ing its  time  longer. 

In  reading  over  the  debates  of  these  early  Conventions,  we  find 
the  speakers  dwelling  modi  more  on  the  wrongs  iu  the  Church  and 
the  Homey  than  in  the  State.  But  few  of  the  women  s;iw  clearly, 
and  felt  deeply  that  the  one  canse  of  their  social  and  religious  dog« 
radation  was  their  disfranchisement,  henee  the  discussions  often 
tiuned  on  the  sarfaoe>wiongs  of  society. 
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Many  of  the  friends  present  thonglit  the  Convention  should  issue 
an  original  Declaration  of  Ivights,  as  nothing  had  been  adopted  as 
yet,  except  the  parody  on  the  Fathers'  of  'TH.  Although  that,  and  the 
one  "William  Henry  Channing  prepared,  were  both  before  the  Con- 
vention, it  adjourned  without  taking  action  on  either. 

As  80  many  of  these  noble  leaders  in  thf»  anti-;4avery  ranks  have 
pa3se<l  away,  we  give  in  this  cha{)ter  large  space  to  their  brave 
words.  Also  to  the  treatment  of  Miss  P»rown,  in  the  AVorld's  Tem- 
perance Convention,  for  its  exceptional  injustice  and  rudeness. 

Miss  Brown  read  a  letter  from  William  H.  Channing,  in  which  he 
embodied  his  ideas  of  a  Declaration.  Lucy  Stone  also  rea<l  u  very 
able  letter  from  Thonia.s  Wentworth  Iligginson.  Both  of  these  let- 
ters contain  valuable  suggestions  for  the  adoption  of  practical 
measures  for  bringing  the  wrongs  of  woman  to  the  notice  of  the 
world. 

H&.  CHAli^IN&'S  LETTER. 

BOCHBSXEB,  N.  T.,  Oet.  8, 1858. 
T»  ^  JPrtHdent  and  Mmiben     th»Winnan*M  SIffhtt  Convet^^ 

A»  I  am  prevented,  to  my  deep  regret^  Ikom  being  preeent  at  the  Con- 
▼entiion,  let  me  soggeat  In  writing  what  I  sliould  prefer  to  speak.  First, 
however,  I  would  once  again  avow  that  I  am  with  you  heart,  Tiiind.  soul, 
and  iitrt'u^th  for  the  Kqnal  Rights  of  Women.  This  great  reform  will 
prove  to  be,  I  am  well  assured,  the  balvatioa  aad  glory  of  this  Repablic, 
and  of  all  Christian  and  eivilised  States : 

**  Aod  if  at  once  we  maj  not 
D«cIm«  the  gTMtoew  of  tbe  woA  we  plan. 

Be  sun?  at  least  thai  ever  In  our  eyes 
It  stands  complete  before  oa  aK  a  dome 
Of  light  b^yimd  tUs  gloom— «  hooM  of  etan 
Encompassing:  thcae  dusky  tents — a  thing 
Near  as  our  beart«,  and  perfect  aa  tbe  heaveao. 
Be  this  our  aim  aod  model,  and  oar  hand* 
Shall  not  wax  lUliti  mitil  the  work  to  done.** 

The  Woman's  Rights  Conventions,  whioh,  since  1818,  have  been  so 
frequently  held  in  New  York,  Ohio,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  etc. , 
have  aionsed  lespeotfiil  attention,  and  seonied  eaniest  sympathy, 
thxonghoat  the  United  States.  It  beoomes  the  advooates  of  the  Equal 
Bights  of  Women,  then,  to  take  advantage  of  this  wide-spread  interest 
and  to  press  the  Reform,  at  once,  onward  to  practical  results. 

Among  other  timely  measures,  these  have  occurred  to  me  as  promising 
to  be  effective : 

I.  There  should  be  prepared,  printed,  and  widely  elfoulated,  A  Bbc- 

1«ARATI0N  OF  WOKAVS  BXGnfB. 

This  Deelamtlon  should  distinetly  announoe  the  inalienable  rights  ol 
women: 

9 


Digitized  by  Google 


130  HiatOTy  of  Woman  Suffrage* 

Ist  As  human  beings,— IrrMpeotive  of  the  distinetioii  of  sex— «etf^7 

to  oo-operato  in  all  movementfi  for  the  elevation  of  mankind. 

2d.  Ah  rational,  moral,  and  responsible  agents,  freely  to  think,  speak, 
and  do.  what  trath  aud  duty  dictate,  and  to  be  the  ultimate  Judges  o( 
their  own  sphere  of  aotion. 

8d.  As  women,  to  «xert  in  private  and  in  poblie,  throughoot  the  whole 
range  of  Social  Relations,  that  Rpocial  influence  which  God  assigns  as 
their  appropriate  function,  in  endowing  them  with  feminine  attribute?!. 

4tb.  As  members  of  the  body  politic,  needing  the  protection,  liable  to 
the  penalties,  and  subjeet  to  the  opeiatton  of  the  laws,  to  take  their  fair 
.part  in  lagisiation  and  administration,  and  in  appointing  the  malcerfl 
and  administrators  of  the  laws. 

5th.  As  constituting  one-half  of  the  people  of  these  free  and  United 
States,  and  as  nominally,  free  women,  to  possess  and  use  the  power  of 
voting,  now  monopolized  by  that  other  half  of  the  people,  the  free  men. 

6tli.  As  property  liolders,  nambered  and  registered  in  every  eensos, 
and  Babletothe  imposition  of  town,  oounty,  state,  and  national  taxes, 
either  to  be  represented  if  taxed,  or  to  bo  left  untaxed  if  nnrepre-jented, 
nc-r<  )r(ling  to  the  established  precedent  of  No  taxation  without  represen- 
tation. 

7th.  As  prodneers  of  wealth  to  be  Areed  firom  all  restrictions  <»i  their 

industry;  to  be  remunerated  aoeording  to  the  work  done,  and  not  the 
sex  of  the  workers,  and  whether  married  or  sin^rle.  to  be  j^eenred  in  the 
ownership  of  their  gains,  and  the  use  and  distribution  of  their  property. 

8th.  As  intelligent  persons,  to  have  ready  access  to  the  best  means  of 
eulture,  aiforded  sehools,  ooUeges.  professional  Instltations,  mnseams 
of  selenee,  galleries  of  adv  llbvartes,  and  reading^ooms. 

9th.  As  members  of  Christian  churches  and  congregations,  heirs  of 
Heaven  and  children  of  God.  to  preach  the  truth,  to  administer  the  rites 
of  baptism,  communion,  and  marriage,  to  dispense  charities,  and  in  every 
way  to  qaidcen  and  refine  the  rdlgioas  life  of  Individnala  and  of  society 

The  mere  announcement  of  these  rights,  is  the  strongest  afgnment  and 
appeal  that  can  be  mode,  in  behalf  of  granting  them.  The  claim  to  their 
free  enjoyment  is  undeniably  just.  Plainly  such  rights  are  inalienable, 
aud  plainly  too.  woman  is  entitled  to  their  possession  equally  with  man. 
Oar  whole  plan  of  government  is  a  hypooritioal  faroe,  if  one*half  the  peo- 
ple ean  be  gDverned  by  the  other  half  witbont  their  consent  being  asked 
or  granted.  Oon.scienco  and  common  sense  alike  demand  the  equal 
riirhtf  of  women.  To  the  conscience  and  common  sense  of  their  fell<nv- 
filizeus,  let  women  appeal  untiringly,  until  their  just  claims  are  acknowl- 
edged throughout  the  whole  system  of  legislation,  and  in  all  the  usages 
of  society. 

And  this  introduces  the  next  suggestion  I  have  to  offer. 

II,  Forms  of  petition  should  bo  drawn  up  an!  distributed  for  signatures, 
to  be  offered  to  the  State  Legislatures  at  their  next  sessions.  These  pe- 
titions should  bo  directed  to  the  following  points: 

let  That  the  right  of  sofflrage  be  granted  to  the  people,  nniversaUy, 
withont  distlnctioo  of  sex ;  and  that  the  age  for  attaining  legal  and  polit- 
ical msjority,  be  made  the  same  lor  women  as  for  men. 
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2d.  That  all  laws  relative  to  the  inheritance  and  ownership  of  prop- 
erty, to  the  division  and  administration  of  estates,  and  to  the  execution 
of  Wills,  be  made  equally  applicable  to  women  and  men. 

Sd.  That  mothion  be  eotlUed,  equally  with  IMhem,  to  become  goaid- 
lane  of  their  children. 

4th.  That  confirmed  and  babltaal  druidcemiess,  of  either  husband  or 
wife,  be  held  as  sufficient  ground  for  divorce  ;  and  that  the  temperate 
partner  be  appointed  legal  guardian  of  the  ohildren. 

5th.  That  women  be  exempted  from  taxation  until  their  right  of  suf- 
ftage  is  practically  acknowledged. 

Stfau  That  women  equally  with  men  be  entitled  to  olalm  trial  before  a 
Jory  of  their  peers. 

These  petitions  should  be  Ann  and  uncompromising?  in  tone  ;  and  a 
hearing  should  bo  demanded  before  Committees  specially  empowered  to 
consider  and  report  them.  In  my  judgment,  the  time  is  not  distant, 
when  such  petitions  will  be  granted,  and  when  Justioe,  the  nmple  Justice 
they  ask,  w&l  be  cordially,  Joyftilly  rendered.  * 

I  call  then  for  the  publication  of  a  Declaration  of  Woman's  Rights, 
Accompanied  by  Forms  of  Petitions,  by  the  National  Woman's  Bights 
ConTcntion  at  their  present  session.   In  good  hope, 

Yoor  Mend  and  brother,      William  Hbnbx  CHANsriKa. 

Mifls  Bbown  remarkedl :  ^ 

There  is  one  of  these  demands,  the  fourth,  which  for  myself,  I  should 
prefer  to  have  amended  thai— instead  of  the  word  **dlToree,"  I  woold 
ineert  **  legally  sepamted.**  The  letter  otherwise  meets  my  cordial  and 
iMMur^y  approbation. 

MR  HIGGINSON'S  LETTER. 

WoBCESTER,  Sept.  15,  1853. 

Dear  Friekd  :— In  writing  to  the  New  York  Woman's  Rights  Convention,! 
mentioned  sonic  few  points  of  argument  which  no  opponents  of  this  movement 
have  ever  attempted  to  meet.  Suffer  me,  in  addressing  the  Cleveland  Conveu- 
tioB,  to  pursue  a  dUfiermt  conne,  sad  mention  some  things  which  the  friends 
4»f  the  csose  have  not  yet  attempted  to  do. 

lam  of  aprsctical  habit  of  mind,  and  have  noticed  with  some  regret  that 
most  of  tho  friends  of  the  cauac  have  rrstcd  their  hnpes,  thus  far,  chiefly  tipom 
abstract  rta-onint;.  This  ia  doubtlcs'*  of  great  importance,  and  these  reusoningrs 
have  alrcuiiy  mudu  many  converts;  because  the  argument  is  so  entirely  on  one 
aide  that  erciy  one  who  really  listens  to  It  begins  Instantly  to  be  convinced. 
The  diflBcnlty  is,  that  the  maturity  have  not  yet  b<^pm  to  Hiten  to  It,  and  tbist 
in  irr*  it  measure,  because  their  attention  has  not  been  called  to  the  ftcts  upon 
-which  it  is  founded. 

Sappoce,  now,  that  an  effort  were  made  to  develop  the  facts  of  woman's 
vrongs.  For  instance: 

1st.  We  say  that  the  laws  of  every  State  of  this  UbIcb  do  great  wrong  to 
woman,  msrried  and  singly  as  to  her  person  and  property,  In  her  private  and 
public  relations.  Why  not  ptocnre  a  digest  of  the  laws  on  these  sntsJects^  then ; 
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prepared  careful! j,  arrnnged  systematically,  corrected  up  to  the  latest  improve* 
mento,  tnd  tocompanied  by  brief  aad  Jndimons  oonnnentariM  t  Ko  •ach  work 
4ssi8ts,  except  that  bj  Maiiafleld,  wbieh  ia  now  obaolete,  and  in  many  KBpecIa 

defective. 

2d.  We  complain  of  the  great  edu&itional  inequalities  between  the  sexes. 
Why  not  have  a  report,  elaborate,  statistical,  and  accurate,  on  the  proviiiion 
for  female  education,  public  and  private,  throughout  the  free  States  of  this 
Unioii,  at  leaat  f  No  aaeb  work  now  olstt. 

8d.  We  complain  of  the  industrial  dindvantages  of  women,  and  indicate  at 
the  came  time,  tlieir  capacities  for  a  greater  varirty  of  pursuits.  Why  not  ob- 
tain a  6tat(>moiit,  mi  iis  hiiLj''  n  scale  as  possible,  flrHt.  of  T\bat  women  are  dnin<r 
now,  cooiiuercially  and  mechanically,  throughout  the  Union  (thus  iadicatiug 
thdr  powen) ;  nnd  aacondly,  of  tho  embamMMMOti  with  which  tb^  roeeti  the 
iacqiutlltj  of  their  wagea,  and  all  the  other  peenliarities  of  their  poaitlon,  in 
these  respects?  An  essay,  in  short,  on  the  Business  Employments  and  Interests 
of  Women;  Rucb  an  cHsay  as  Mr.  Hunt  has  expressed  to  me  his  wiUingneaa  to 
pubUah  in  his  Merc/ianW  Magatine.   No  such  essay  now  exists. 

Each  of  tbeae  tiiree  dooanicnta  would  be  an  atBenal  of  nmiB  Ibr  ilie  Woaian*a 
Itighti  advocate.  A  hundred  dollaia,  appropriated  to  each  of  theae,  wonid 
more  than  repay  itself  in  tiie  inoreaaed  ^ubscripUona  it  w  onld  soon  bring  into 
the  treasury  of  the  ranee.  That  sum  would,  h»)wever,  be  hardly  sufficient  to 
repay  even  the  expenses  of  correspondence  anil  traveling  necessary  for  the  last 
two  esaaya,  or  the  legal  knowledge  neceasory  for  the  first 

If  there  ia,  boweveit  known  to  the  CkinTentlon  at  Cleveland  any  petaon  qoal- 
Ifled  and  reu'iy  to  undertake  either  of  the  above  duties  for  the  aliove  sum  (no 
person  nhould  undertake  more  than  one  of  the  three  investigations),  I  M  ould 
urge  you  to  make  the  up, .ointment.  It  will  require,  however,  an  accurate,  cleur- 
heuded,  and  industrious  person,  with  plenty  of  limc  to  bestow.  Better  not 
have  it  done  at  all,  than  not  have  it  done  thoroughly,  carefaliy,  and  diapasaion- 
ataly.  Let  me  say  diatinotly,  that  I  can  not  be  a  candidate  for  either  duty,  in 
my  own  person,  for  want  of  time  to  do  it  in;  though  I  think  I  could  render 
some  assii^tance,  especially  in  preparing  materials  for  the  third  essay*  I  would 
also  gladly  subscribe  toward  a  fund  fur  getting  the  work  done. 

Permit  me,  finally,  to  congratulate  you  on  the  valnable  feanlta  of  every  Con- 
Tuntion  yet  held  to  condder  thia  qneation.  I  find  the  ftct  eveiywhere  remark- 
ed, that  so  large  a  number  of  women  of  talent  and  character  have  suddenly  come 
forward  into  a  public  sphere.  This  phenomenon  distinguishes  this  relortn  from  all 
others  that  have  appeared  in  America,  and  illustrates  with  new  meaning  the 
Greek  myth  of  Minerva,  bom  full-grown  from  the  bead  of  Jore.  And  if  (aa 
Bome  late  &eta  indicate)  thia  step  ibrward  only  promotes  the  Woman'a  Rights 
movement  from  the  sphere  of  contempt  into  the  sphere  of  hoatility  and  perse- 
cution— it  is  a  step  forward,  none  the  less.  And  I  would  respectfully  suijgest 
to  the  noble  women  who  are  thus  attacked,  that  tluy  will  only  be  tlio  rjiiiiierii 
by  such  opposiUon,  unlc^is  it  lead  to  dissensions  or  jealousies  among  themi^clvcs. 

Youra  cordially, 

Miss  Lucy  Stone.  Thomas  Wkktwobth  HiaarNsoir. 

LucT  Stonk  rtnuirked  :  This  letter,  you  see.  proposes  that  we  sliull  find 
tome  way,  if  possible,  by  which  our  complaints  may  be  spread  before  the 
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peopK  We  find  men  and  women  in  our  conTentionB,  eemeet  and  thoagbtAiI, 

who  are  not  drawn  by  mere  curiosity,  but  from  a  conscious  want  of  just  such  a 
movement  ns  this.  They  go  away  and  carrj'  to  their  villages  and  hamlets  the 
ideas  they  have  gathered  here  ;  and  it  if  a  cause  for  thankfulness  to  God  that 
FO  many  go  away  to  repeat  wliut  they  have  heard.  But  wo  have  wanted  the 
doeomenta  to  scatter  among  the  people,  aa  the  Tmet  Sode^  softtten  ita  aheete. 
And  now  Mr.  Higginaon  proposes  that  we  haye  these 

The  President  of  Oberlin  College,  Rev.  Asa  Mahan,  was  present 
daring  all  the  ses.sions  of  the  Convention,  and  took  part  in  the  de^ 
Itates.   On  the  subject  of  the  Seneca  Falls  Declaration,  he  said : 

I  eaa  only  Jadge  of  the  eflbot  ol  anything  upon  the  pnblfe  mfnd,  by  ita 
effact  upon  my  own.  It  has  been  snggeeted  that  that  Dedlatation  is  a 

parody.  Now  you  can  not  }>resent  a  parody,  without  getting  up  a  laugh; 
and  wherever  it  goes,  it  will  never  be  seriously  considered.  If  a  declara- 
tion is  to  be  made,  it  should  be  one  that  will  bo  seriously  con.sidered  by 
tbe  public  I  would  suggest  that  the  Declaration  of  this  Convention  be 
entirely  independent  of  the  other. 

I  have  a  remark  to  make  upon  a  senttment  advanced  by  Ifo.  Bom.  1 
have  this  objection  to  the  Declaration  upon  which  slie  commented.  It  is 
a'^-r  rtod  tln-re,  that  man  has  created  a  certain  public  sentiment,  and  it  is 
brought  aii  a  charge  against  the  male  sex.  Now  I  assert,  that  man  never 
ereated  that  sentiment.  I  say  it  is  a  wrong  state  of  society  totally,  when, 
If  woman  shall  be  degraded,  a  man  oommitting  the  same  ofbnsa  shall 
not  be  degraded  also.  There  is  peiflMst  agreement  between  us  there* 
But,  that  Declaration  charges  that  sentiment  upon  man.  Now  I  assert 
that  it  is  chargeable  upon  woman  herself;  and  that  aa  she  waa  first  in 
man's  original  transgression,  she  is  first  hero. 

Mrs.  Ros£:  i  heartily  agree  that  we  are  both  in  fault;  and  yet  we  are 
none  in  fiinlt.  I  also  said,  that  woman,  on  aeconnt  of  the  position  in 
which  she  has  been  placed,  by  being  dependent  upon  man,  by  being 
made  to  look  up  to  man,  is  the  first  to  cost  out  her  sister.  I  know  it  and 
deplore  it;  hence  I  wif^h  to  give  her  her  rights,  to  secure  her  dependence 
upon  herself.  In  regard  to  that  aentimont  in  the  Declaration,  our  friend 
aiiid  that  woman  created  it.  Is  woman  really  the  creator  of  the  senti- 
mentt  The  laws  of  a  country  create  sentiments.  Who  make  the  laws! 
Does  woman?  Our  law-makers  give  the  popular  ideas  <rf  morality. 

Mr.  Barker;  And  the  pulpit. 

Mrf^.  Rr>sE:  I  ought  to  have  thouglit  of  it:  not  only  do  the  law-makers 
give  woman  her  ideas  of  morality,  but  our  pulpit  preachers.  I  beg  par- 
don— no,  1  do  not  either — for  Antoinetto  L.  Brown  is  not  a  priest.  Our 
priests  have  given  ns  public  sentiment  called  morals,  and  they  have 
always  made  or  recognized  in  daily  life,  distinctions  between  man  and 
woman.  Man,  from  the  time  of  Adam  to  the  present,  has  had  utmost 
licen'se.  while  woman  nuift  not  eomniit  the  slightest  degree  of  "impro- 
priety," as  it  is  termed.  Why,  even  to  cut  her  skirts  t-horter  than  the 
{ushion,  is  considered  a  moral  delinquency,  and  stigmatized  as  such  by 
more  than  one  pulpit,  directly  or  indirectly. 
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Toa  ask  me  who  made  this  sentliitaiit;  aad  my  friend  yonder,  says 
woman.  She  is  but  the  echo  of  man.  Man  ntters  the  sentiment,  and 
woman  echoes  it.  As  I  said  before — for  I  have  seen  and  felt  it  deeply — 
she  even  appears  to  be  quite  flattered  with  her  cruel  tyrant,  for  such  he 
has  been  made  to  be— she  is  quite  flattered  with  the  destroyer  of  woman^s 
efaaiaetei^— aye.  worse  than  that,  the  destroyer  of  woman's  self-respect 
and  peace  of  mind — and  when  she  meets  him,  slie  in  flattered  with  his 
attentions.  Why  should  she  not  be?  He  is  admitted  into  Locislative 
halls,  and  to  all  places  where  men  *'most  do  congregate;"  why,  tben» 
should  she  not  admit  him  to  her  parlorff  ^le  wMnan  is  admitted  into  no 
sn^  plaees;  the  Ohnieh  easts  her  oot;  and  a  stigma  is  oast  upon  her»  for 
what  is  called  the  slightest  "  impropriety."  Prescribed  by  no  true  moral 
law,  but  by  superstition  and  prejudice,  she  is  cast  out  not  only  from  pub- 
lic places,  but  from  private  homes.  And  if  any  woman  would  take  her 
sister  to  her  heart,  and  ymxat  heat  there  again  by  sympathy  and  kindness, 
if  she  wonld  endeavor  onoe  mors  to  inftise  into  her  the  sparlc  of  life  and 
virtue,  of  morality  and  peace,  she  often  dare  not  so  far  enoountsr  pnblie 
prejudice  as  to  do  it.  It  requires  a  Courage  beyond  what  woman  can  noir 
possess,  to  take  the  part  of  the  woman  against  the  villain.  There  are  few 
saeh  among  us,  and  though  few,  they  have  stood  forward  nobly  and  glo- 
lionsly.  I  will  not  mention  names,  though  it  is  often  »  praotiee  to  do  so; 
I  must,  however,  mention  our  sister,  Lucretia  Mott^  who  has  stood  np 
and  taken  her  fallen  sister  by  tlie  hand,  and  warmed  her  at  her  own 
heart.  But  we  can  not  expect  every  woman  to  possess  that  degree  of 
courage. 

Abbt  Kxllt  Fdsna:  I  want  to  say  here  that  I  believe  the  law  is  but 

the  writing  out  of  public  sentiment,  and  back  of  that  publio  sentiment,  I 

contend  lies  the  responsibility.  Where  shall  wo  find  it?  "'Tis  educa- 
tion forms  the  common  mind."  It  is  allowed  that  we  are  what  we  are 
educated  to  be.  Now  if  we  can  ascertain  who  has  had  the  education  of 
ns,  we  eaa  aaoertain  who  is  zesponsible  for  the  law.  and  for  pnbUe 
sentiment.  Who  takes  the  in&nt  from  its  cradle  and  baptizes  It  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost;"  and  when  that  infimt  comes 
to  childhood,  who  takes  it  into  Sabbath-sehools;  who  on  every  Sabbath 
day,  while  its  mind  is  hke  clay  in  the  hands  of  the  potter,"  moulds  and 
Isi^ions  it  as  he  will;  and  when  that  ohUd  eomes  to  be  a  youth,  iHiere  is 
he  foand,  one-seventh  part  of  the  time;  and  when  he  eomes  to  matnrer 
age,  does  he  not  leave  his  plow  in  the  fiirrow,  and  his  tools  in  the  shop, 
and  one-seventh  part  of  the  time  go  to  the  place  where  prayer  is  wont  to 
be  made?  On  that  day  no  sound  is  heard  but  the  roll  of  the  carriage 
wheels  to  church;  all  are  gathered  there,  everything  worldly  is  laid  aside, 
all  tbonghts  are  given  entirely  to  the  Creator;  for  we  are  taught  that  we 
must  not  think  our  own  thoughts,  but  must  lay  our  own  wills  aside,  and 
come  to  be  moulded  and  fashioned  by  the  priest.  It  is  "holy  time," 
and  we  are  to  give  ourselves  to  be  wholly  and  entirely  fashioned  and 
formed  by  another.  That  place  is  a  holy  place,  and  when  we  enter, 
our  eye  reets  on  the  "holy  of  holies;  **  he  within  it  is  a  divine."*  The 
"divines  "  of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  '*  divines** of  the  fifteenth  cent- 
ury, and  the  " divines"  of  the  nineteenth  eentnry,  are  no  less  divines.** 
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Wliat  I  say  to-^y  is  taken  for  what  it  i8  worth,  or  perhaps  for  lesii  thaa 
it  is  worth,  because  of  the  prejudice  against  me;  but  when  he  who  edu- 
cates the  pjople  speaks,  "he  speaks  m  one  having  authority,"  and  |a 
not  to  be  questioned.  He  olalnui*  and  has  Ills  dAlm  allowed*  to  be  spe- 
cially ordained  and  specially  anointed  from  God.  He  stands  mid-way 
between  Deity  and  man,  and  therefore  his  word  has  power. 

Aye.  not  only  in  middle  age  does  the  man  come,  leaving  everything 
beliind  him;  but,  in  old  age,  "  leaning  on  the  top  of  his  staff,"  he  finds 
hiujseif  gathered  in  the  place  of  worship,  and  though  his  ear  may  be  dull 
and  heavy,  he  leans  ha  forward  to  catch  ttie  last  words  of  daty— of  duty 
to  God  and  dnty  to  man.  Duty  is  the  professed  ol^eet  of  the  palpit,  and 
if  it  does  not  teach  thal^  whixt  in  Heaven's  name  does  it  teach?  This 
anointed  mtin  of  God  speaks  of  moral  duty  to  God  and  man.  He 
teaches  man  from  the  cnullu  to  the  ooflln;  and  when  that  aged  form  is 
gathered  within  its  winding-sheet,  it  Is  the  palpit  that  says,  "Dost  to 
dnst  and  ashes  to  ashes.** 

It  is  the  pulpit,  then,  which  has  the  entire  ear  of  the  community,  one- 
eeventh  part  of  the  time.  If  you  say  there  are  exceptions,  very  well,  that 
provof  the  rule.  If  there  is  one  family  who  do  not  go  to  church,  it  is  no 
matte} ,  its  teachings  are  engendered  by  those  who  do  go;  hence  I  would 
say,  not  only  does  the  pulpit  hare  the  ear  ci  the  community  one-serenUi 
part  of  the  time  of  childhood,  but  it  has  It  under  clronmstances  for  form- 
ing and  moulding  and  fashioning  the  young  mind,  as  no  other  educating 
influence  can  have  it.  The  pulpit  has  it,  not  only  under  thtse  circum- 
stances;  it  has  it  on  occasions  of  marriage,  when  two  hearts  are  welded 
into  <me;  on  occadcms  of  sickness  and  death,  when  all  Ihe  world  beside 
is  shut  out,  when  the  mind  is  most  sose^vtlble  ot  Impresdons  from  the 
pulpit,  or  any  other  source. 

I  eay,  then,  that  woman  is  not  the  author  of  this  sentiment  against 
her  fallen  sister,  and  I  roll  back  the  assertion  on  its  source.  Having  the 
public  ear  one  seventh  part  of  the  time.  If  the  men  of  the  pulpit  do  not 
educate  the  pobUe  mind,  who  does  educate  itt  Millions  of  dollars  are 
paid  for  this  education,  and  if  they  do  not  educate  the  public  mind  in 
its  morals,  what,  I  ask,  are  we  paying  our  money  for  ?  If  woman  is  cast 
out  of  society,  and  man  is  placed  in  a  position  where  he  is  respected, 
then  1  charge  upon  the  pulpit  that  it  has  been  recreant  to  its  duty.  If  the 
pulpit  should  speak  out  fully  and  everywheie,  upon  this  subject,  would 
not  woman  obey  it?  Are  not  women  under  the  special  loading  and  direo* 
tion  of  their  clergymen?  You  may  tell  mo,  that  it  is  woman  wlio  forms 
the  mind  of  the  child;  but  I  charge  it  back  again,  that  it  \h  the  minister 
who  forms  thu  mind  of  the  woman.  It  in  ho  who  makes  the  mother  what 
she  is;  therefbre  her  teaching  of  the  child  is  only  conveying  the  Instruc- 
tions of  the  pulpit  at  second  hand.  If  public  sentiment  is  wrong 
on  this  (and  I  have  the  testimony  of  those  wlio  have  spoken  this  morn- 
ing, that  it  is),  the  pulpit  is  responsible  for  it,  and  has  the  power  of 
cliangiug  it.  The  clergy  claim  the  credit  of  establishing  public  schools. 
Granted.  Listen  to  the  pulpit  hi  any  matter  of  humanity,  and  they  will 
daim  the  originating  of  It,  because  they  are  the  teachers  of  the  people. 
How,  if  we  give  credit  to  the  pulpit  tor  establishing  pnUlo  schools,  then 
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I  charge  them  with  having  a  bad  influence  over  those  Bchools;  and  if  the 
charge  can  be  rolled  off.  I  want  it  to  be  roUed  off;  bat  until  it  can  be 
done,  I  hope  it  will  reuiaiu  there. 

Mr.  MiJBAar:  No  class  of  persons  had  better  be  drawn  into  our  die- 
eaealoofl  tn  be  denoanoed,  onleM  there  is  eerlons  oeoaeion  for  it  I 
name  the  pulpit  with  solemn  ave,  and  unless  there  is  nooeMltj  fbr  it, 
charges  had  brttor  not  be  made  against  it.  Now,  I  sav  that  no  practice 
and  no  usage  in  the  Church  can  be  found,  by  which  a  criminal  man,  in 
reference  to  the  crimes  referred  to,  may  be  kept  in  the  Church  and  a 
eriminal  woman  oaet  oat  There  is  no  saeh  enstom  in  any  of  the  ehnrahes 
of  God.  After  twenty  yearn*  aoqnaintanee  with  the  Charoh,  I  alllnn  tiiat 
the  practice  does  not  exist.  Now,  in  regard  toihe  origin  of  public  senti- 
ment, can  a  pulpit  be  found,  will  the  lady  who  has  just  sat  down,  name 
a  pulpit  in  the  wide  world,  where  the  principle  is  advocated,  that  a  crim- 
Inal  womuk  aboald  be  exolnded,  end  the  man  npheldf  Whatever  fmlts 
may  be  in  it,  that  fkult  is  not  there. 

Mrs.  Rose  :  Not  in  theory,  but  in  praetlee. 

Mr.  Mahax:  Neither  in  tlieory  nor  in  practice.  Where  a  wrong  state 
of  society  exists,  the  pulpit  may  bo  in  fault  for  not  reprobating  it. 

Abbt  K.  Fostbu:  I  do  not  wish  to  mention  names,  or  I  could  do  so.  I 
eonld  gi^e  many  eases  where  ministers  have  been  eiiaiged  with  snoh 
crimes,  and  where  the  evidence  of  guilt  was  almost  insurmountable,  and 
yet  they  wore  not  disciplined.  They  were  afraid  it  would  injure  the 
Church.  I  remember  one  minister  who  was  brought  up  for  trial,  and 
meantime  they  suspended  him  from  office,  and  paid  him  only  half  his 
ialary,  bat  retained  him  as  a  ehnroh  member;  when,  if  it  liad  been  tiie 
ease  of  a  womanf  and  had  the  sligfatest  shade  of  suspieloo  been  oast  npon 
her,  they  would  not  have  waited  even  for  trial  and  Judgment  They 
would  have  ca,st  her  out  of  the  church  at  once. 

William  Lloyd  Oakiuson  said :  I  have  but  a  few  words  to  submit  to  the 
meeting  at  the  present  time.  In  regard  to  the  podtion  of  the  Church 
and  clevgy,  on  the  safedeet  of  parity,  I  think  it  is  bnfflident  to  remind  thm 
people  here,  that  whateTor  may  be  the  external  form  observed  by  the 
Church  toward  its  members,  pertaining  to  licentiousness,  one  thing  is 
noticeable,  and  that  in,  that  the  marriage  relation  is  abolished  among 
tlirce  and  a  half  millions  of  people;  and  the  abolition  of  marriage  on 
^t  fHghtfui  seals,  is  in  the  main  sanotioned  and  anstained  by  the 
American  Charoh  and  eleigy.  And  if  this  docs  not  involTe  them  in  all 
that  is  impure,  and  lieentioaB,  and  demoralizing.  I  know  not  what  can 
do  so. 

As  it  respects  the  objection  to  our  adopting  the  Declaration  of  lude- 
pemienee  as  pnt  forth  at  Smeea  Falls,  on  the  gronnd  that  it  is  a  parody, 
and  that,  being  a  parody,  it  will  only  exdte  the  mlrthfolneis  of  those 
who  hear  or  read  It  in  that  form;  I  would  simply  remark,  that  1  very 
much  doubt,  whether,  among  candid  and  serious  m^n\,  tlu-re  would  be 
any  such  mirthfulness  excited.  At  the  time  that  document  was  published, 
I  read  it,  but  I  had  forgotten  it  till  this  morning,  and  on  listaning  to  It, 
my  mind  was  deeply  impressed  with  its  pertinacity  and  its  power.  It 
seemed  to  me^  the  argumontum  ad  luminum,  to  this  nation.  It  was 


Liyiiizuu  Google 


Intelligent  Wickedneaa, 


187 


measuring  the  people  of  tide  eonntrf  bj  their  own  standard.  It  «aa 

taking  their  own  words  and  applying  their  own  principles  to  women,  as 
they  have  been  applied  to  men.  At  the  same  time,  I  liked  the  sugges- 
tion that  we  had  hotter  present  an  original  paper  to  the  country;  and  on 
conferring  witli  the  Committee  after  the  adjournment,  they  agreed  that 
ft  woold  be  better  to  have  eiioh  a  pi^ter;  and  tbat  paper  will  nndonbt- 
edly  be  prepared,  altiuragfa  we  are  not  now  ready  to  lay  it  before  tito 
Convention. 

It  was  this  morning  objcotod  to  the  Dcflaration  of  seiitiuients,  that  it 
implied  that  man  was  the  only  tmnsgressor,  tliat  he  had  been  guilty  of 
IqjQstloe  and  usurpation,  and  the  eoggeetion  was  also  made,  that  woman 
should  not  be  criminated,  in  this  only,  bat  regarded  nrtlMr  as  one  who 
had  erred  through  ignorance;  and  our  eloquent  friend,  Mrs.  Rose,  who 
stood  on  this  platform  and  pleaded  with  such  marked  ability,  as  she 
always  does  plead  in  any  caase  she  undortaku.s  tu  speak  upon,  told  us 
her  eraed.  Bhe  told  ns  she  did  not  blame  anybody,  really,  and  did  not 
hold  any  man  to  be  criminal,  or  any  individoal  to  be  responsible  for  pab- 
lio  sentfanent,  as  regards  the  diflbrenoe  of  criminality  of  man  and  woman. 

For  my  own  part,  I  atn  not  prepared  to  respect  that  philo'^ophy.  I 
beUeve  in  sin,  therefore  in  a  sinner;  in  theft,  theruforo  iu  a  thief;  in 
filavery,  theref<»e  in  a  slaveholder;  in  wrong,  therefore  in  a  wrong-doer; 
and  unless  the  men  of  this  nation  are  made  by  woman  to  see  that  they 
have  been  guilty  of  usarpation,  and  cruel  usurpation,  I  believe  very 
little  progress  will  be  made.  To  say  all  this  ha.s  been  done  witliout 
thinking,  without  ealmljition,  without  design,  by  mere  nceiderit,  by  a 
want  of  light;  can  anybody  believe  this  who  is  familiar  with  all  th^  facts  iu 
the  eaeef  Certainly,  for  one.  I  hope  ever  to  lean  to  the  eharitable  side,  and 
will  try  to  do  so.  I,  too,  believe  things  are  done  through  misooneeption 
and  misapprehension,  which  aro  injurious,  yes,  which  are  immoral  and 
unchristian;  but  only  to  a  limited  extent.  There  is  such  a  thing  as 
intelligent  wickedness,  a  design  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  the 
light  to  quench  it,  and  to  do  the  wrong  to  gratify  their  own  propensi* 
ties,  and  to  fhrther  their  own  interests.  So,  then,  I  believe,  that  as  man 
has  monopolized  for  gencmtions  all  the  rights  which  belong  to  woman, 
it  has  not  been  accidental,  not  through  ignorance  on  his  part;  but  I  be- 
lieve that  man  has  done  this  through  calculation,  actuated  by  a  spirit  of 
pride,  a  derire  for  domination  which  has  made  him  degrade  woman  in 
her  own  eyes,  and  thereby  tend  to  make  her  a  mere  vassal. 

Itseemsto me,  therefore,  tbatwearetodeal withthecousolencesof men. 
It  is  idle  to  say  that  the  guilt  is  common,  that  the  women  are  as  deeply  in- 
volved iu  this  matter  as  the  men.  Never  eun  it  be  said  that  the  victims  are 
as  much  to  be  blamed  as  the  victimizer ;  that  the  slaves  are  to  be  as  much 
blamed  as  the  slaveholders  and  slave-driven;  that  the  women  who  have 
no  rights,  are  to  be  as  muoh  blamed  as  the  men  who  have  played  the 
part  of  robbers  and  tyrants.  We  mnst  deal  with  conscience.  The  men 
of  thiri  nation,  and  the  men  of  all  nations,  have  no  just  respect  for  woman. 
They  have  tyrannized  over  her  deliberately,  they  have  not  sinned  through 
ignoranee,  bat  theirs  Is  not  the  knowledge  that  saves.  Who  can  say 
truly,  that  In  all  things  he  acts  up  to  the  light  he  eqjoys,  that  he  does 
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not  do  something  which  he  knows  is  not  the  very  thing,  or  the  best  thing 
beoa^ttodot  How  few  tbera  am  Among  manUnd  who  we  able  to  say 
thig  with  regetd  to  themaelves.  Li  not  the  light  all  aKrand  ae  t  Does  not 

this  nation  know  how  great  its  guilt  is  in  endaTing  one-sixth  of  its  peo« 
pie?  Do  not  tho  men  of  this  nation  know  ever  since  the  landing  of  the 
pilgrims,  that  they  are  wrong  in  making  subject  one-half  of  the  people! 
Rely  upon  it,  it  has  not  been  a  mistake  on  their  port.  It  has  been  sin. 
It  has  been  guilt;  and  they  manifest  their  guilt  to  a  demonstration,  in 
the  maaiMr  in  whieh  they  reoelTe  this  morement  Those  who  do  wrong 
ignoiaaUy,  do  not  willingly  oontlnne  in  it,  when  they  find  they  are  ut 
the  wrong.  Ignorance  Is  not  an  evidence  of  guilt  certainly.  It  is  only 
an  evidence  of  a  want  of  light.  They  who  are  only  ignorant,  will  never 
rage,  and  rave,  and  threaten,  and  foam,  when  the  light  comes;  but  being 
interested  and  walking  in  the  light,  will  always  present  a  manly  front, 
and  be  wHUng  to  be  tanght,  and  be  williiiig  to  be  told  they  aie  in  the 
wrong. 

Take  the  case  of  slavery:  How  has  the  anti-slayery  cause  been  re- 
ceived? Not  argumentatively,  not  by  reason,  not  by  entering  the  free 
arena  of  fair  discussion  and  comparing  notes;  the  arguments  have  been 
rotten  eggb,  and  brickbats  and  caluuiuy,  and  iu  the  southurn  portioa 
of  the  eooatiy,  a  sphrit  of  mmder,  and  tfanata  to  ont  ont  the  tongues 
of  thoae  who  agahiat  them.  What  haa  tiiis  indicated  on  the  pact 
of  the  nation?  What  but  conscious  guilt?  Not  ignorance^  not  that  they 
had  not  the  light.    They  had  the  light  and  rejected  it. 

How  Jias  this  Woman's  Rights  movement  boon  treated  in  this  country, 
on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left?  This  nation  ridicules  and  derides 
this  moTement^  and  aplts  upon  it»  as  lit  only  to  be  eaat  ont  and  tmn- 
pied  nndeifDotb  This  is  not  ignoiaaee.  They  know  all  about  the  tath. 
It  ia  the  natural  outbreak  of  tyranny.  It  is  because  the  tyrants  and 
usurpers  are  alarmed.  They  have  been  and  ore  called  to  Judgment,  and 
they  dread  the  examination  and  exposure  of  their  position  and  character. 

Women  of  Americal  yoa  have  something  to  blame  yourselves  for  in 
this  matter,  something  to  aoeount  for  to  Ood  and  the  worid.  Gianted. 
But  then  yon  are  the  Tietima  in  this  land,  as  the  women  of  aU  lands  aM, 
to  the  tyiaanteal  power  and  godless  ambition  of  man;  and  we  must  show 
who  are  responsible  in  this  matter.  We  must  tost  everybody  here. 
Ever}'  one  of  us  must  give  an  account  of  himself  to  God.  It  is  an  individ- 
ual tedtiug  of  character.  Mark  the  man  or  the  woman  w^ho  derides  this 
movement,  who  tuns  his  or  her  back  npon  it;  who  is  dispoeed  to  let 
misrule  keep  on,  and  you  will  find  you  have  a  sure  indieaUoo  of 
character.  Ton  will  find  that  anoh  persona  are  destitute  of  prinel- 
pies;  for  if  you  can  convict  a  man  of  being  wanting  in  principle  any- 
where, it  will  be  everywhere.  He  who  loves  the  right  for  its  own  sake, 
loves  the  right  everywhere.  He  who  is  a  man  of  principle,  is  a  man  of 
ptinoiple  always.  Let  me  aee  the  man  iriio  is  willing  to  have  any  one  of 
0od*s  rational  ereatnres  saerlfleed  to  promote  anytUng^  aside  from  the 
well-being  ol  that  ereatnre  himself,  and  I  will  show  yon  an  unpilnelpled 
man. 

It  is  so  in  this  movement.   Nobody  argues  against  it,  nobody  pre- 
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tends  to  have  an  argumeDt.  Your  platform  Ih  free  everytrhere,  wherever 
fiMM  Oo&T«itioii«  mn  beld.  Tet  no  man  oomas  forward  in  a  daoent*  ra* 
apeetaUa  mannar,  to  shoir  yon  that  yon  ara  mong  In  the  ehaiges  yon 

bring  against  the  law-makers  of  the  land.  There  is  no  argament  against 
it.  The  thing  is  self-evident.  I  should  not  know  how  to  begin  to  frame 
an  argument.  That  which  is  self-evident  is  greater  than  argament,  and 
beyond  logic.  It  teetlAea  of  itself .  You  and  I,  as  human  beingd,  claim  to 
have  righta,  bnt  I  new  think  of  going  into  an  aignment  with  any  body,  to 
pvoTo  that  I  ought  to  have  rights.  Ihavathaatgamantandlogiebare,iti8 
in  my  own  breast  and  consciousness;  and  the  logio  of  the  sehooln  becomea 
contemptible  beside  these.  The  more  you  try  to  argue,  the  worse  yon 
are  off.  It  is  not  the  place  for  metaphysics,  it  is  the  place  for  afflrmation. 
Woman  is  the  counterpart  of  man ;  she  has  the  same  divine  imiige,  hav- 
ing the  aama  natand  and  inalienable  lighte  as  man.  To  state  the  propo- 
sition la  enooi^;  it  eontalns  the  aigament»  and  nobody  oan  gainsay  it»  in 
an  honofable  way. 

I  rose  simply  to  say,  that  though  I  sliould  deprecate  making  our  plat- 
form a  theological  arena,  yet  believing  tliat  men  are  guilty  of  intentional 
wrong,  in  keeping  woman  subject,  i  believe  in  having  them  criminated. 
Too  talk  of  lnjttstiea>  then  there  la  an  uojast  man  somewhere,  fiven 
Mrs.  Boae  ooold  talk  of  tiia  gnilt  of  soeiety.  Soeiety  t  I  know  nothing 
of  society.  I  know  the  gailt  of  lodividnaU.  Society  is  an  abstract  term : 
it  is  made  up  of  individuals,  and  the  reeponsibility  rests  with  individnals. 
80  then,  if  wo  are  to  call  men  to  repentance,  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
wrong-doing  intelligently,  sinning  against  Qod  and  man,  with  light 
enough  to  eon^riet  ua,  and  to  eondamn  nt  bsloia  God  and  liia  wotld. 
Let  this  cause  then  be  pressed  upon  the  hearts  and  eonseieneee,  against 
th('  <  who  hold  unjust  rights  in  their  possession. 

Mr.-.  RosK:  I  want  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the  meeting.  This  is  the 
afternoon  of  the  last  day  of  our  Convention.  We  have  now  lieard  here 
the  Bible  arguments  on  both  sides,  and  1  may  say  to  them  that  I  agree 
writh  botii,  that  Is,  I  agree  with  neither.  A  gentleman,  Br.  Nevin,  I  be- 
Uavo,  said  this  morning  thai  he  also  would  reply  to  lAr.  Barker,  this  aft* 
emoon.  We  have  already  had  Mr.  Barker  answered.  If  any  one  else 
speaks  farther  on  Mies  Brown's  side,  somebody  will  have  to  reply  upcm 
the  other.  "There  is  a  time  and  a  season  for  everything,"  and  this  is  no 
time  to  discoss  the  Bible.  I  appeal  to  tbe  universal  experience  of  men, 
to  sustain  me  in  asking  whether  the  introduction  of  theological  quibbles, 
haa  not  been  a  ftrebrand  whereTer  they  have  been  thrown  Y  We  have  a 
political  question  under  discussion;  let  us  take  that  question  and  argue 
it  with  reference  to  right  and  wrong,  and  let  us  argue  it  in  the  same  way 
that  your  fathers  and  mothers  did,  when  they  wanted  to  throw  off  the 
Britijih  yoke. 

Dr.  Nkvet:  It  will  be  azijast,  not  to  permit  me  to  speak. 
Kra  M OTT  moved  that  he  be  allowed,  slnee  he  had  already  got  the  floor, 
without  attempting  to  limit  him  at  all;  but  that  immediately  after,  the 

Convention  should  take  up  the  resolutions. 

Mrf<.  Boss  objected,  because,  if  a  third  person  should  speak,  then  a 
fourth  must  speak,  or  plead  injustice,  if  not  permitted  to  do  so. 
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GoQsidemble  confusion  ensned,  Br.  Nevin,  however,  persUting  in 
speaking,  whereapon  the  President  invited  him  to  the  platform.  He 
took  the  stand,  assuring  the  President  and  officers,  as  he  paBBed  them, 

tliat  lie  wished  only  to  reply  to  some  misinterpretations  of  Mr.  Bar- 
ker's, and  would  take  but  little  of  the  time  which  thev  so  much 
needed  for  business.  After  commencing,  however,  with  Bible  in 
hand,  he  launched  out  into  an  irrelevant  eulogium  upon  "  his 
Christ,"  etc.;  from  that  to  personalities  against  Mr.  Barker  and  his 
flggoeiates  upon  the  platform,  calling  liitn  a  "  renegade  priest,"  an 
infidel  from  foreign  shores,  who  had  come  to  teach  Americans 
Christianity  I " 

JSx.  0ABR18OV  roM  to  ft  point  of  order,  with'  rsgard  to  the  speaker^s  per- 

Bonalities  as  to  the  nativity  of  anybody. 
Dr.  Nbvo  retorted:  The  gentleman  has  bean  making  peraoaalitlea 

against  tho  whole  priesthood. 

Mr.  Baukuk:  I  expressly  aud  explicitly  made  exceptions.  I  only  wish 
that  If  r.  Nevln  may  not  base  his  remarks  upon  a  phantom. 

Dr.  HbviV  oontinued  wandering  on  for  some  time,  when  Stephen  8. 
Foster  rose,  to  a  point  of  order,  as  follows:  "  Tho  Hiiiiplo  question  before 
us,  is  whether  woman  is  entitled  to  all  tho  rights  to  which  the  <it1ier  pox 
is  entitled.  I  want  to  say,  that  the  friend  is  neither  speaking  to  the 
general  question,  nor  replying  to  Hr.  Barker.**  Mr.  Foster  oontlnaed  his 
nmaiks  somewhat,  when  Dr.  Nevin  demanded  timt  the  Ohair  pioteot 
him  in  his  right  to  tho  floor.  Tho  Chair  decided  that  Mr.  Foster  was  OUt 
of  order,  in  continuing  to  .«iprak      lont?  upon  iiie  point  of  order. 

Mr.  FosTKB  said  he  would  not  appeal  to  the  house  from  tlie  decision  of 
the  Chair,  beoanse  he  wished  to  sava  time.  He  eontinned  a  moment 
longer,  and  sat  down. 

Dr.  Nevix  prooeededt  A&d  in  the  ooorse  of  his  remarks  drew  various 
unauthorized  inferences,  as  tho  belief  of  Mr.  Barker,  in  tho  doctrines  of 
Ciirist.  Mr.  Barker  repMateUIy  corrected  him,  but  Dr.  Nevin  very  ingeni- 
ously continued  to  ruafflrm  them  in  another  shape.  Finally,  Mr.  Garrison, 
In  his  seat,  addressing  the  Preddent.  said :  It  Is  ntterlf  useless  to  attempt 
to  correct  the  individual.  Ho  is  manifestly  here  in  the  spirit  of  a  black- 
guard and  rowdy."    (A  btorni  of  hisses  and  crieHi  of  '"downl"  "down!") 

Dr.  Nevix :  I  am  f^^nrry  Crii  tid  Garrirson  has  thouirht  fit  to  use  those 
words.  He  has  been  in  scenes  and  situations  like  tliese,  and  tias  himself 
stood  np  and  spoken  In  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  aadienees,  too  often 
not  to  have  by  this  time  been  tanght  patienee. 

Mrs.  Cijlbk:  Mr.  Garrison  Is  aeonstomed  to  eall  things  bj  tiielr  right 
names. 

Dr.  Nbvin:  Very  well,  then  I  should  call  him — tumiug  upon  Mr.  G. — 
worse  names  than  those.  Only  one  word  has  IMlen  ftom  woman  in  this 
OoDventlon,  to  whloh  I  oan  take  eseeption,  and  thai  fsil  from  the  lips  of 
a  lady  whom  I  have  venerated  firom  my  ohlldhood — ^It  waS|  that  the  poi- 
pit  was  the  castle  ol  cowards. 
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Mrs.  MoTT:  I  said  it  was  John  Chambors'  cowards'  castle;  and  I  do  say, 
tliat  »U(.'h  liiiiiistors  make  it  a  castU^  of  cowards;  but  I  did  not  wish  tO 
make  the  rumark  general,  or  apply  it  to  all  pulpits. 

Dr.  Ksmr  eootinaed  tome  time  longer. 

His.  FofliBR  fldced,  at  the  dose  of  his  romarke,  if  he  believed  It  was 

light  for  woman  to  speak  what  she  believed  to  be  the  truth,  fkom  the 
pnlpit;  to  which  he  replied  afflrinatively,  "there  and  everywhere." 

Mrs.  Rose:  I  might  claim  my  rij:,dit  to  reply  to  tlie  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat.  I  might  be  able  to  prove  from  the  arguments  be 
brought  forward,  that  he  wae  Ineorreot  in  the  statements  he  made,  but  I 
waive  tliat  rights  the  time  has  been  so  unjustly  oonsnmed  already.  To 
one  thing  only,  I  will  reply.  He  charged  France  witil  being  Uoentioos, 
and  spoke  of  the  doi^aded  position  of  French  women,  as  the  result  of 
the  infidelity  of  that  nation.  I  throw  back  the  slander  he  uttered,  in  re- 
gard to  French  women.  I  am  not  a  French  woman,  bat  if  there  is  no 
othm*  here  to  vindieate  thMu,  I  will  do  it.  The  Frsneh  women  eve  as 
moral  as  any  other  people  in  any  eonntiy :  and  when  they  have  not  been 
as  moral,  it  has  been  because  they  have  been  priost-ridden.  I  love  to 
vindicuto  the  rights  of  those  wlio  are  not  present  to  defend  themselves. 

Stkphkn  8.  Foster:  Our  'reverend"  friend  spoke  of  dragging  infidel- 
ity into  this  Convention,  a&  though  infidelity  had  to  be  "dragged  "  here. 
I  want  to  know  if  Christianity  has  been  *'draggM"  here,  when  the 
speakers  made  it  the  basis  of  thdr  aignments.  Who  ever  dreamed  of 
**  dragging  "  Christianity  here  when  they  came  to  advocate  the  rights  of 
woman  in  the  name  of  Christ?  Why  then  should  any  one  stand  up  here 
and  charge  a  fjpwakor  with  "  dragirin? infidelity  when  he  advocates  the 
rights  of  woman  under  the  name  of  an  inrtilel.  I  supposed  that  Greek 
and  Jew,  Barbarian  and  Scythian,  Christian  and  Infidel  had  been  invited 
to  this  platform.  One  thing  I  know,  we  haye  had  barbarians  here, 
whether  we  invited  them  or  not;  and  I  like  to  have  barbarians  here;  I 
know  of  no  plaoe  where  they  are  so  likely  to  be  civilized.  I  have  never 
yet  been  in  a  meeting  managed  by  men  when  there  was  such  conflict  of 
feelings,  where  there  was  not  also  t^n  times  as  much  confusion.  And 
I  think  this  meeting  a  powerful  proof  of  the  superiority  of  our  principles 
over  those  who  oppose  ns. 

Tell  me  if  Christianity  has  not  ever  held  the  rains  In  this  oountiy ;  and 
what  has  it  done  for  woman?  I  am  talking  nOWOf  the  popular  idea  of 
Christianity.  What  has  Christianity  done  for  woman  for  two  hundred 
years  past?  Why,  to-day,  in  this  Christian  nation,  there  are  a  million 
and  a  half  of  women  bought  and  sold  like  cattle ;  a  million  and  a  half  of 
women  who  can  not  say  who  are  the  fathem  of  their  ehildrsnl  I  ask, 
are  we  to  depend  on  a  Christtanlfy  like  that  to  rsstore  woman  her  rights! 
I  am  speaking  of  your  idea  of  Christianity— of  Dr.  Nevin*s  idea  Of  Gfaris- 
tianity— I  shall  come  to  tlie  true  Christianity  by  and  by. 

One  of  two  things  is  certain.  The  Church  and  Govenunent  deny  to 
-woman  her  rights.  There  is  not  a  denomination  in  this  country  which 
piaess  woman  on  an  equality  with  mao.   liot  one.  Can  you  deny  it? 

Mia.  Uott:  Bioept  the  Progrsssive  friends. 

Mr.  Fobxsb;  They  are  not  a  denomination,  they  have  broken  Itom  aD 


Digiiizeo  by  Google 


142  Higtary  cf  Woman  Suffrage, 


bunds  and  taken  the  name  of  the  Friends  of  Progress.  I  say  there  is 
not  a  religious  society,  having  an  organized  body  of  ministers,  which 
Admits  woBiaxi*B  equality  in  fhe  Goapel.  Kow,  tell  m«,  la  God*0  naiiM, 
what  we  are  to  hope  from  the  Chnreh,  when  she  leaves  a  million  and 

a  half  of  women  liable  to  be  brought  upon  the  anotion-block  to-day  ?  If 
the  Bible  is  against  woman's  equality,  what  are  you  to  do  with  it?  One 
of  two  things :  either  you  must  sit  do^K-n  and  fold  up  your  hands,  or  you 
must  difloard  the  divine  authority  of  the  Bible.  Must  you  not?  Yoa 
must  aeknowledga  the  correotness  of  your  position,  or  deny  the  anthorlty 
of  the  Bible.  If  you  admit  the  oonstmotion  put  upon  the  Bible  by  friend 
Barker,  to  be  a  false  one,  or  Miss  Brown's  construction  to  be  the  true 
one,  what  then?  Why,  then,  the  priesthood  of  the  country  are  blind 
leaders  of  the  blind.  We  have  got  forty  thout>and  of  them,  Dr.  Nevin 
inolnded  with  fhe  rest.  He  stftnds  as  an  aeeredited  Presbyterian,  giving 
the  hand  of  fellowship  to  the  firatemity,  and  withholding  it  from  Garri- 
son and  others — he  could  not  even  pray  a  few  yoarH  «iro  in  nn  anti-plf\v- 
cry  meeting.  Now,  either  the  Bible  is  against  tlie  Chnrch  and  cloriry,  or 
else  they  have  misinterpreted  it  for  two  hundred  years,  yes,  for  six  tiiou- 
sand  years.  Toa  most  then  either  disoard  the  Bible  or  the  priesthood, 
or  give  up  Woman's  Rights. 

A  friend  says  he  does  not  ro^^rot  this  discussion.  Why,  it  is  the  only 
thin>f  we  have  done  effectively  since  we  have  been  hero.  When  we 
played  with  jack-straws,  we  were  hail-fellow  with  those  who  now  oppose 
us.  When  you  come  to  take  ap  the  great  questions  of  the  movement, 
when  you  propose  to  man,  to  divide  with  woman  the  right  to  rule,  then 
a  great  opposition  is  aroused.  The  ballot-box  It  not  worth  a  straw  until 
woman  is  ready  to  use  it.  Suppose  a  law  were  passed  to-morrow,  de- 
clarin;ij;  woman's  rights  equal  with  those  of  men,  why,  the  facts  would 
remain  the  same.  The  moment  that  woman  is  ready  to  go  to  the  ballot- 
box,  there  Is  not  a  Constitution  that  wQl  stand  in  the  oountry.  In  this 
very  city,  in  spite  of  the  law.  I  am  told  that  negroes  go  to  the  ballot-box 
and  vote,  without  let  or  hindrance;  and  woman  will  go  when  8h»»  r»'so]voH 
upon  it.  What  we  want  for  woman  is  the  right  of  speech;  and  in  Dr. 
Nevin's  reply  to  Mrs.  Foster,  does  he  mean  that  he  would  be  wiiiiug  to 
accord  the  r^ht  of  speeoh  to  woman  and  admit  her  into  the  pnlpltf  I 
don't  believe  ho  would  admit  Antoinette  Brown  to  his  pulpit.  I  was 
sorry  Mrs.  Foster  did  not  ask  him  if  he  would.  I  don't  believe  he  dareS 
to  do  it.  I  would  give  him  a  chance  to  atttrm  or  deny  it.  I  hope  some 
other  friend  will  give  him  that  opportunity,  and  that  Antoinette  Browu 
may  be  able  to  say  that  she  was  invited  by  the  pastor  of  one  of  the  larg- 
est ehurohes  in  this  beantUU  otty,  to  speak  to  his  people  In  his  pnlpit; 
but  if  he  does  it,  he  is  not  merely  one  among  a  thoosand,  bat  one  among 
ten  thousand. 

I  wish  to  have  it  understood  that  an  infidel  is  as  mucli  at  home  here 
as  a  Christian ;  and  that  his  principles  are  no  mote  **  dragged  ^  here  than 
those  of  a  Christian.  For  myselt  I  claim  to  be  a  GhrUtian.  No  man 
ever  heard  me  speak  of  Christor  of  Kis  doctrines,  but  with  the  profound- 

est  reverence.  Still.  1  welcome  upon  this  platform  those  who  differ  as 
far  as  possible  from  me.   And  the  Atheist  no  more  "  drags  "  in  his  Atbe- 
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InB,  pnMdad  bs  only  aho^  that  Atheiflm  itaelf  demands  woman's  equal* 

ity,  and  is  no  more  out  of  order  than  T,  when  T  undertake  to  show  tbat 
Christianity  preaches  one  law,  one  fkith,  and  one  line  of  duty  for  all. 

Mrs.  MoTT :  We  ought  to  thank  Dr.  Nevin  for  his  kindly  fears,  lest  we 
women  should  be  brought  out  Into  tbcr  rough  conflicts  of  life,  and  orev- 
wbelmed  bj  infldelitjr.  I  thank  bim,  but  at  tbe  same  time  I  must  say, 
that  if  we  have  been  able  this  altemoon  to  sit  nninjured  by  the  hard 
conflict  in  which  he  has  been  engaped,  if  wo  can  maintain  our  patience 
at  seeing  him  so  laboriously  build  up  a  man  of  straw,  and  then  throw  it 
down  and  destroy  it,  I  think  we  may  be  suffered  to  go  into  the  world 
and  bear  many  others  onbarmed. 

Again,  I  would  ask  In  all  seriousness,  by  what  right  does  Orthodoxy 
jrive  the  invidious  name  of  Infidel,  affix  the  stigma  of  infidelity,  to  those 
who  dissent  from  its  cherished  opinions?  What  right  have  the  advocates 
of  moral  reform,  woman's  rights,  abolition,  temperance,  etc.,  to  call  in 
question  any  man's  religious  opinions?  It  is  the  assumption  of  bigots. 
I  do  not  want  now  to  speak  invidiously,  and  say  seetarian  bigots,  but  I 
mean  the  same  kind  of  bigotry  which  Josus  rebuked  SO  sharply,  when  He 
called  certnin  men  "blind  leaderr^  of  the  blind." 

Now,  we  hold  Jesus  up  as  an  example,  when  we  perceive  the  assump- 
tion of  clergymen,  that  all  who  venture  to  dissent  from  a  given  interpre- 
tation, must  neeessarily  be  Infidels;  and  thus  denounoe  them  as  iniidsiis; 
lor  it  was  only  by  inference,  that  one  clergyman  this  afternoon  made 
Joseph  Barker  deny  the  Son  of  God.  By  inforcnco  in  the  name  way,  he 
might  be  made  to  deny  everything  tbat  is  good,  and  praiseworthy,  and 
true. 

I  want  we  should  ecnslder  tiiese  things  upon  this  platform.  I  am  not 
troubled  with  difllonlties  about  the  Bible.  My  edueation  has  been  va^ 

that  I  look  to  that  Source  whence  all  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible  comes. 
I  love  the  truths  of  the  Bible.  I  love  the  Bible  because  it  contaiuft  so 
many  truths;  but  I  never  was  educated  to  love  the  errors  of  the  Bible; 
thersfovB  it  does  not  startls  me  to  hear  Joseph  Bazker  i>oint  to  some  of 
those  em»8.  And  I  eaa  listen  to  the  Ingenious  interpretation  of  the 
Bible,  given  by  Antoinette  Brown,  and  am  glad  to  hear  those  who  are 
so  skilled  in  the  outward,  when  I  perceive  that  they  are  beginning  to 
turn  tliL'  Hible  to  so  good  an  account.  It  gives  evidence  that  the  cause 
is  making  very  good  progress.  Why,  my  friend  Nevin  has  had  to  hear  the 
temperance  eanse  denounoed  as  inlldel,  and  proved  so  by  Solomon;  and 
be  has,  no  doubt,  seen  the  minister  in  the  pulpit,  turning  over  the  pages  <A 
the  Bible  to  find  examples  for  the  wrong.  But  the  Bible  will  never  sus- 
tain him  in  making  thi^  use  of  its  pages,  instead  of  using  it  rationally, 
and  selecting  such  portions  of  it  as  would  tend  to  corroborate  the  right; 
And  these  are  plentifal;  for  notwithstanding  tbe  t.eaehing  of  theology, 
and  men's  arts  in  the  leUgions  world,  men  have  ever  responded  to  right- 
eousness and  truth,  when  it  has  been  advocated  by  the  servants  of  God,  so 
that  we  need  not  fenr  to  brin^^  truth  to  an  intelligent  examination  of  the 
Bible.  It  is  a  far  less  dangerous  assertion  to  say  that  God  is  unchange- 
able, than  that  man  is  infallible. 
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In  this  debate  on  the  Bible^poaition  of  woman,  Mr.  GarriBon  bav- 
ing  always  been  a  close  stadent  of  that  Book,  was  so  clear  in  bia 
poflitions,  and  so  ready  in  his  quotations,  that  he  earned  the  audience 
triumphantly  with  him.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Kevin  came  oat  of  the  con- 
test so  chagrined,  that,  losing  all  sense  of  dignity,  on  meeting  Mr. 
Garrison  in  the  vestibule  of  the  hall,  at  the  close  of  the  Convention, 
he  seized  him  by  the  nose  and  shook  him  vehemently.  Mr.  Gar- 
rison made  no  resistance,  and  when  released,  he  calmly  surveyed 
his  antagonist  and  said,  "  Do  you  feel  better,  my  friend  if  do  you 
hope  thus  to  break  the  force  of  my  argument  ? "  The  friends  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  aSevin  were  so  mortified  with  his  ungentlemanly  behavior 
that  they  buppressed  the  scene  in  the  vestibule  as  far  as  possible, 
in  the  Cleveland  journals,  and  urged  the  ladies  who  had  the  report 
of  tbe  Ck>nTent!on  in  cbai^  to  make  no  mention  of  it  in  their 
publication.  Happily,  the  fact  baa  been  resnirected  in  time  to  point 
a  page  of  history. 

A  qneation  arising  in  the  Oonvention  as  to  tbe  colleges,  Antoi- 
nette Brown  remarked : 

That  much  aud  deeply  a«  she  loved  Oberlin,  she  most  declare  that  it 
baa  moro  eredit  for  libenHt^  to  woman  than  it  ^eserreff.  QiiiB  are  not 
allowed  equal  privileges  and  advantages  there;  they  are  not  allowed 

instraotioDS  in  elocution,  nor  to  speak  on  eomnicnoement  day.  The 
only  college  in  the  countrj'  that  plaoos  all  f*tud«'nts  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing, without  distinction  of  box  or  color,  is  McrTrawvillo  College  in  Central 
New  York.  Probably  Antioch  College,  Ohio  (President  Horace  Mann), 
will  ahK>  admit  papile  on  tbe  same  groond. 

Mrs.  Rose  said  she  knew  of  nooollege  where  both  sexes  enjoyed  equal 
advantages.  It  matters  not,  howovor,  if  there  be.  We  do  not  deal  with 
exceptions.  l)iit  with  general  principles. 

A  sister  has  well  remarked  that  we  do  not  believe  that  man  is  tlie  cause 
ofall  oar  wrongs.  Wedonotflghtmen— weflgfatbadpiineiples.  We  war 
against  the  laws  whleh  have  made  men  bad  and  tyranniea]«  Some  will  say, 
"  But  these  laws  ore  made  by  men."  Trne,  but  they  were  mado  in  igno- 
rance of  right  and  wrong,  made  in  ignorance  of  the  eternal  priii<  ij)lo8  of 
Justice  and  truth.  They  were  sanctioned  by  superstition,  and  engrafted 
on  society  by  long  usage.  The  DeolaraHon  issoed  by  tiie  Seneca  Fells 
Convention  is  an  insbrument  no  less  great,  no  leas  noble  than  that  to 
which  it  bears  a  resemblance. 

In  closing  she  alluded  to  that  portion  of  Mr.  Channing's  Declaration 
which  referred  to  the  code  of  murals  by  which  a  fallen  woman  is  forever 
nuned,  while  the  man  who  is  the  oanse  of,  or  sharer  in  her  crime,  is  not 
visited  hf  the  slightest  ponishment.  **  It  is  time  to  consider  whether  what 
is  wrong  in  one  sex  can  be  right  in  another.  It  is  time  to  consider  why 
if  a  woman  commits  a  fault,  too  oftfMi  from  ignorance,  from  inexperience, 
from  poverty,  because  of  degradation  and  oppression-— aye  1  because  of 
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designing,  cruel  man ;  being  made  cruel  by  ignorance  of  laws  and  ineti- 
tutious, — why  euoh  a  being,  in  her  helplessnesg,  in  her  ignorance,  in  her 
looxpeiienM  and  dependenoj— whya  being  thus  sitnated,  not  baving  her 
mind  developed,  ber  fiMmlttes  called  out:  and  not  aUowed  to  mix  in 
society  to  give  her  experlenco,  not  being  acquaint«  1  vvith  haman  nature, 
is  drawn  down,  owing  often  to  her  best  and  tenderent  feelings;  In  con- 
sequence also  of  being  accustomed  to  look  up  to  man  us  her  superior,  f\.9, 
her  gaardian,  as  her  ma«U»r, — why  such  a  being  should  be  cast  out  of  the 
pale  of  hnmanity,  wbile  he  who  oommittod  the  orime^  or  who  is,  if  not  the 
main,  the  great  seeondaiy  oaose  of  it,— he  who  ia  endowed  with  enpavior 
advantages  of  eduea^n  and  experience,  he  who  has  taken  advantage  of 
that  woHknePS  and  confldinj?  ppirit,  which  the  yoang  always  have, — I 
ask.  if  the  victim  is  «ast  out  of  the  ptilo  of  society,  shall  the  despoiler  go 
free  ?"  The  question  was  answered  by  a  thunder  of  "  2Jol  nol  nol "  from 
all  parte  of  the  house.  A  profoand  sensation  was  observable.  **And 
yet,"  said  Mrs.  Rose,    he  does  go  fiwell » 

Ernestine  L.  Rose,  says  the  Plain  Dealer,  is  the  master-spirit  of 
the  Convention.  She  is  described  as  ii  Polish  lady  of  great  heanty, 
l)eing  kuuwn  in  this  country  as  an  eaniest  advocate  of  human  liberty. 
Though  a  slight  foreign  accent  is  perceptible,  her  delivery  is  effect- 
ive. She  .-poke  with  great  animation.  The  impression  made  by 
her  address  was  favorable  both  to  the  speaker  and  the  ciiuse.  In 
speaking  of  Xhe personnel  of  the  platform,  it  says  : 

Mrs.  Lydia  Ann  Jenkins,  of  New  York,  who  mnde  an  effective  speech,  is 
habited  in  the  Bloomer  costume,  and  appears  to  much  advantage  on  the 
stage.  Her  faee  is  amiable,  and  her  delivery  excellent.  She  is  as  fine  a 
female  orator  as  we  have  heard.  The  address  embodied  the  nsnal  acgu- 
ments  offered  in  IkviMr  of  this  cause,  and  were  pat  in  a  ibrolble  and  oon- 
viticing  manner.  We  say  convincing,  because  such  a  speaker  would  eon> 
viiice  the  most  obdurate  uuboliover  against  his  will. 

Miss  Stone  is  somewhat  celebrated  for  au  extraordinary  enthusiasm 
in  the  cause  of  her  sex,  and  for  certain  eeeentrieities  of  speech  and 
thon^t,  as  well  as  of  ontwaid  attire.  She  is  as  independent  in  mind  as 
in  dress.  She  is  as  ready  to  throw  off  the  restraints  society  seems  to 
have  placed  on  woman's  mind,  as  she  is  to  coat  aside  \  Imt  «^li(>  considers 
an  absurd  fashion  in  dress.  Without  endorsing  tlu'  fliniiimttMl  jjetticoats, 
we  can  not  but  admire  MisK  Stone's  "stem  old  Klaxon  pluck,  '  and  her 
total  Independence  of  the  god,  Fashion.  Her  dress  la  llrst  a  bUudL  valTet 
ooat  with  collar,  fisstened  In  ftont  with  buttons,  next  a  sUrt  of  silk, 
reaching  to  the  knees,  then  "  she  wears  the  breeches of  Mat  k  silk,  with 
neat-fitting  gaiters.  Her  liair  is  cut  short  and  combed  straight  back. 
Her  face  is  not^beautifiil,  but  there  is  inind  in  it;  it  is  earnest,  pleasant, 
prepossessing.  Miss  Stone  must  be  set  down  as  a  lady  of  no  common 
abilities,  and  of  uncommon  energy  in  the  pursuit  of  a  cherished  idea. 
She  is  a  marked  Hsmuito  in  the  ConTentions. 

Daring  the  proceedingSy  Miss  Brown,  in  a  long  speech  ou  the 
10 
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Bible,  Imd  expounded  many  doctrines  and  passages  of  Scnptore  in 
regard  to  woman's  position,  in  direct  opposition  tlie  truths  gener- 
ally promulirato'l  l>v  General  Assemblies,  aivl  tlio  Ics-fr  lights  of  the 
ChiHvli.  Mrs.  KinuKi  R.  Coe  took  an  e<j[n;iliy  deti.iiit  position  to- 
w;ii-il  the  l>eiu'h  and  tlie  Pmr,  coolly  assumiui;  tluit  she  understood 
the  spirit  of  Constitutions  and  Statute  Laws.  Some  lawyer  had  made 
a  criticism  on  the  woman's  petition  then  circulating  in  Ohio,  and  es- 
sayed to  give  the  Convention  some  light  on  the  laws  of  the  State,  to 
all  of  which  !^[^8.  Coe  says : 

I  have  vory  littlo  to  say  this  t^voiiiii;,'  beyond  reading  a  letter,  received 
by  me  to-day.  (Here  follows  tho  letter).  I  beg  leuvtj  to  iul'onu  the  gentle- 
num,  if  he  is  praeent,  that  I  believe  I  understand  these  laws,  and  this 
point  partienlarly,  very  nearly  as  well  as  himself;  and  that  I  am  well  ao- 
quainted  with  the  laws  passed  sinco  1S40,  as  with  those  enacted  previous 
to  that  time.  I  would  also  inform  him  that  the  committe*'.  some  of  whom 
are  much  better  read  in  law  than  myself,  were  perfectly  aware  of  the  ex* 
istenoe  of  the  statutes  he  mentions,  but  did  not  see  fit  to  inoorporate 
them  into  the  petition,  not  only  on  aoeonnt  of  their  great  length,  but  be- 
oaose  they  do  not  at  all  invalidate  the  position  which  the  petition  affeets 
to  establish,  \'\z:  the  inequality  of  the  sexes  before  the  law.  Their  inser- 
tion, therefore,  would  have  beeu  utterly  supertluous.  This  letter  refers, 
evidently,  to  that  portion  of  the  petition  wbieh  treats  of  the  equalization 
of  property,  which  I  will  now  read.  (Then  follows  the  rsading  of  one 
paragraph  of  the  petition).  Again  I  refer  yon  to  the  letter,  the  first  par- 
agraph of  whicli  is  us  follows: 

"Mrs.  Emma  R.  Coe,  will  you  look  at  Vol.  44,  General  Laws  of  Ohio, 
page  75,  where  you  will  find  that  the  property  of  the  wife  cau  not  be 
taken  for  the  debts  of  her  husband,  eto.;  and  all  articles  of  household 
ftimitnre,  and  goods  which  a  wife  shall  have  brought  with  her  in  maiw 
riage.  or  which  shall  have  come  to  her  by  bo(iuest.  fdft,  etc..  after  mar- 
riage, or  purchased  with  her  separate  money  or  other  property,  shall  be 
ex(»mpt  from  Uability  for  the  debts  of  her  husband,  during  her  life,  and 
during  the  life  of  any  heir  of  her  body." 

Very  tme:  we  readily  admit  the  law  of  which  the  gentleman  has  given 
ah  abstract;  and  so  long  as  the  wife  holds  the  property  in  her  hands,  just 
as  she  received  it,  it  can  not  be  token  for  the  husband's  debts,  but  the 
moment  she  permits  her  husband  to  convert  that  property  into  another 
shape,  it  becomes  his,  and  may  be  taken  for  his  debts.  The  gentleman 
J  presume  will  admit  this  at  onoe. 

The  next  paragraph  of  the  letter  reads  thus:  "  Also  in  Vol.  51,  Geneml 
Laws  of  Ohio,  ])(vire  419,  the  act  ro^fnlating  descent,  etc.,  provider,  that  real 
estate,  whicli  shall  huv<'  come  to  the  wife  by  descent,  devise,  or  gift,  from 
her  ancestor,  shall  descend  tiret,  to  her  children,  or  their  legal  repre- 
aentatives.  Second,  if  there  be  no  children,  or  their  legal  repressnta^ 
tives  living,  the  estate  shall  pass  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  intes- 
tate, who  maybe  of  the  blood  of  the  ancestor  from  whom  the  estate  came, 
or  their  legal  representatives,"  etc.  True  again:  So  long  as  the  wife 
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liulds  real  estate  in  her  own  naiuu,  in  title,  and  iu  tiiio  only,  it  is  hers; 
for  her  biubaad  eren  then  oontrols  its  prc^ts,  and  if  she  leave  it  so,  it 
will  desoend  to  her  heifs  so  long  as  she  has  an  heir,  and  so  long  as  she 

oan  trace  the  descent.  But  if  she  suffers  her  hosbandto  sell  that  prop- 
erty and  receive  the  money,  it  instantly  becomes  his;  and  iiiistead  <>f  de- 
scending to  her  heirs,  it  descends  to  his  heirs.  This  the  gontleiuan  will 
sot  deny.  2^ow,  we  readily  admit,  that  wliile  the  wife  abides  by  the 
statutes,  of  whioh  oar  artiele  has  given  ns  an  abstract,  her  hosbaad  ean 
not  take  the  property  from  her,  he  ean  only  take  the  use  of  it.  Bat  the 
moment  she  departs  from  the  sttitute,  she  comes  under  the  provisions  of 
the  common  law;  whicli,  when  they  do  not  eouflict,  is  equally  binding  in 
Ohio,  as  the  statute  law.  And  in  this  case  the  common  and  statute 
laws  do  not  conflict.  Departing  from  the  statute,  that  is,  suifering  her 
property  to  be  exdianged,  the  provision  is  thus:  (Here  fSoUows  the  com- 
mon law,  taken  from  the  peUtion).  I  have  nothing  farther  to  add  on 
this  point,  bat  will  quote  the  last  paragraphs  In  the  letter. 

If  vou  would  know  what  OUT  laws  arCi  yon  mast  refer  to  the  laws 
passed  in  Ohio  .since  1840." 

This  has  already  been  answered. 

**  You  said  last  night,  tliat  the  property  of  the  wife  passed  to  the  hus- 
band, even  to  his  sixteenth  coosinl  WUi  yoa  oorreot  your  «rror  t  And 
oblige  A  BucKSYK.*' 

I  should  be  extremely  happy  to  oblige  the  gentl«man,  bot  having 

eouimltted  no  error  there  is  nothhi^  to  correct;  and  I  do  not,  therefore, 
see  that  I  can  in  conscience  comply  with  his  request.    I  am,  how€»vor, 
exceedingly  thankful  for  any  exprossion  of  interest  from  that  quarter. 
There  are  other  laws  which  might  bo  mentioned,  which  really  give  woman 
an  apparent  advantage  over  man;  yet,  having  no  relevancy  to  the  sub- 
Jeet  In  the  petition,  we  did  not  see  fit  to  introdnoe  them.  One  of  these 
is,  thai  no  woman  shall  be  subject  to  arrest  and  imprisonment  for  debt ; 
while  no  man,  that  is,  no  ordinary  man,  none  unless  he  hnn  a  halo  of 
military  glory  around  his  brow,  is  hold  sacrod  from  civil  process  of  this 
kind.   But  tliis  exemption  is  of  very  little  benefit  to  woman,  since,  if  the 
laws  were  as  sevme  to  her  as  to  man,  she  would  seldom  risk  the  penalty. 
IVxr  this  there  are  two  veiy  good  reasons.   One  is,  that  eonsdoos  of  her 
inability  to  discharge  obligations  of  this  kind,  she  has  little  disposition 
to  run  deeply  into  debt;  and  the  other  is,  t!mt  she  has  not  the  credit  to 
do  it  if  she  wished!    If,  however,  she  does  involve  herself  in  this  way, 
the  law  exempts  her  from  imprisonment.    This,  perhaps,  is  offered  as  a 
Bort  of  palliation  for  the  dissbilities  which  she  suffers  in  other  respects. 
The  only  object  of  the  petition  is,  I  believe,  that  the  husband  and  wife 
l>e  phiced  upon  a  legal  and  political  equality.  If  the  law  fl^ves  woman 
an  atlvantage  over  man,  we  deprecate  it  as  much  as  he  can.  Partiality 
to  eitluT.  to  the  injury  of  the  other,  is  wrong  in  principle,  and  wo  must 
therefore  oppose  it.    We  do  not  wish  to  bo  placed  in  the  position  wliich 
the  husband  now  occupies.   We  do  not  wish  that  control  over  his  inter- 
ests, which  he  may  now  exercise  over  the  Interests  of  the  wife.  We 
wrould  no  sooner  intrust  this  power  to  woman  than  to  man.  We  would 
never  place  her  in  authority  over  her  husband. 
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The  question  of  woman's  voting,  of  the  propriety  of  woman's  appeM^ 
fog  at  the  polls,  ie  already  settled.  See  what  has  heen  done  in  Detroit  t 
Oh  the  day  of  the  late  election,  the  women  went  to  the  offices  and  stores 

of  gentlemen,  asking  them  if  they  had  Toted.   If  the  leplj  happened  to 

be  in  the  negative,  as  was  often  the  case,  the  next  quention  was,  '*  Will 
you  be  kind  enough  to  take  this  vote,  sir,  and  depo.sir  it  in  the  ballot- 
boz  forme?*'  Which  was  seldom,  if  ever,  refused.  And  so,  many  a  man 
voted  for  the  '*  Maine  Law,"  who  would  not,  otherwise,  have  voted  at  alL 
But  thi^  wa»  not  all ;  many  women  kept  themselves  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
polls,  and  when  they  found  a  man  undfci<1»>fl,  th<>y  ceased  not  tlieir  en- 
treaties until  they  Imrl  frnincd  him  to  the  Tetnperanco  cause.  ^lore  than 
this,  two  women  tindiug  an  intemperate  man  in  the  street,  talked  to  hioi 
fonr  hours,  before  they  eould  get  him  to  promise  to  vote  as  thej  wished. 
0pon  his  doing  so,  they  escorted  him,  one  on  eaeh  side,  to  the  ballot* 
box.  saw  him  depo.9it  the  vote  they  had  given  him,  and  then  treated  him 
to  n  good  Hupper. 

Now,  this  is  more  than  any  Woman's  Rights  advocate  ever  thought  of 
proposing.  Yet  no  one  tU^  saying  a  word  against  it,  because  it 
was  done  for  temperance.   But  how  much  worse  would  it  have  been  for 

th<>M>  women  to  have  gone  to  the  poU.H  with  a  brother  or  husband.  In- 
stead of  with  this  man  ?  Or  to  have  d«>po8ited  two  votes  in  perhaps  five 
minutes'  time,  than  to  have  spent  four  hours  in  soliciting  some  other 
person  to  give  one  ?  Why  is  it  worse  to  go  to  the  ballot-box  with  our 
male  friends,  than  to  the  cfaoreh,  parties,  or  picnics,  etc.?  If  &  man 
should  control  the  political  principles  of  his  wife,  he  should  also  control 

her  reli^'iou.s  principles. 

Chaklks  C.  BuHLEiGH:  Among  the  rej-olutionis  \vlii(  h  have  Ix'fu  acted 
upon  and  adopted  by  this  meeting  is  one  which  affirms  that  I'ur  man  to  « 
attempt  to  fix  the  sphere  of  woman,  is  cool  assumption.  I  purpose  to 
take  that  sentiment  for  the  text  of  a  fow  words  of  reuuuk  this  evening, 
for  it  i.s  just  there  that  I  tliink  the  whole  controversy  hinges.  It  is  not 
so  much  what  is  womnn  g  appropriate  sphere;  it  is  not  so  niucli  what 
she  may  do  and  what  she  may  not  do,  that  we  have  to  contend  about; 
as  whether  one  human  being  or  one  dass  of  human  beings  is  to  fix  for 
another  human  being,  or  another  class  of  human  beings,  the  prcq»er  field 
of  action  and  the  proper  mode  of  employing  the  tooulties  which  God  has 
given  them.  If  I  understand  aright  the  principles  of  liberty,  just  here  is 
th*>  point  of  controversy,  between  the  despot  and  the  champion  of  human 
riglits,  in  any  department.  Just  when  one  human  being  assumes  to 
decide  for  another  what  Is  that  other's  sphere  of  action,  just  then  des- 
potism begins.  Everything  else  is  but  the  legitimate  consequence  of  this. 

T  have  said  it  is  not  so  much  a  inattt-r  of  coiitrovor.xy  what  woman  may 
do  or  may  not  do,  Wliy,  it  would  be  a  hard  matter  to  say  what  has  been 
recognized  by  men  themselves,  as  the  legitimate  sphere  of  woman.  W© 
have  a  great  deal  of  contradiction  and  opposition  nowadays  when  woman 
attempts  to  do  this,  that,  or  the  other  thing,  although  that  very  tbinflp 
has  f>ometime  or  other,  and  somewhere  or  other,  been  perfomunl  or  at- 
tempted to  be  porforrned  by  woman,  with  man's  approval.  If  you  talk 
about  politics,  why,  woman's  participation  in  politics  is  no  new  thing,  ie 
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no  mere  a.si<uinption  on  her  part,  but  has  been  reoognized  as  right  and 
proper  by  men. 

YoQ  have  abeady  been  told  of  dtetingaished  women  who  have  bom^  a 
Tery  prominent  put  in  polities,  both  In  anoient  and  modern  times,  and 

yet  the  moltitnde  of  men  have  believed  and  acknowledged  that  it  was 
all  right;  and  are  now  acknowledging  it  with  all  the  enthu8ia«m  of  dcvott'd 
loyalty.  They  are  now  acknowledging  it  in  the  case  of  an  Empire  on 
which  it  has  been  said  that  the  sun  never  set« — an  £mpire,  The  inoru* 
ing  drumbeat  of  whose  military  stations  ciroles  tlia  Murlb  wt&  one  oon- 
tinned  peal  of  tbe  martial  airs  of  En^^d.**  It  is  reoognlsed,  too,  not 
by  Ute  ignovsnt  and  thooghtless  onlyj  or  the  radical  and  heretical  alone, 
bT)t  also  by  moltitades  of  edoeated  and  pioas  men.  That  botich  of 
Bishops,  sitting  in  the  Hoiise  of  Lords,  receiving  its  very  warrant  to  act 
politically,  from  tlie  hands  of  a  woman,  listening  to  a  Hpeech  from  a 
woman  on  the  throne,  endorses  every  day  the  doctrine  that  a  woman 
may  engage  in  politics. 

If  yon  seise  the  yoang  tree,  when  it  Jnst  begins  to  pnt  forth  to  the  air 
And  nwsldns  and  d^vs,  and  bend  it  in  all  directions  for  fear  it  will  not 
grow  in  proper  shape,  do  not  hold  the  tree  acconntable  for  its  distortion. 
There  is  no  danfjor  that  from  acorns  planted  last  year,  pine  trees  will 
grow,  if  you  do  not  take  some  special  care  to  prevent  it.  There  is  no 
danger  ttiat  ftrom  an  apple  will  grow  an  oak,  or,  from  a  pcach*stcme  an 
ehn;  leave  natnre  to  wo  A  ont  her  own  results,  or,  in  other  words,  toava 
God  to  work  oat  His  own  purpose,  and  be  not  so  anxious  to  intrude 
yonrselvo*  npon  Him  and  to  help  Him  govern  the  Universe  Ho  has 
made.  .Some  of  us  have  too  liigh  an  estimation  of  His  goodness  and 
wisdom  to  be  desirous  of  thrusting  ourselves  into  His  government.  We 
are  willing  to  leave  the  natate  of  woman  to  maniltot  itself  in  Its  owni^- 
tudes.  Try  it.  Did  one  ever  trust  in  Qod  and  meet  with  disappc^t- 
ment?  Never!  Tyrants  always  say  it  is  not  safe  to  trust  their  subjects 
with  freedom.  Austria  says  it  is  not  safe  to  trust  the  Hungarian  with 
freedom.  Man  says  woman  is  not  safe  in  freedom,  she  will  get  beyond 
her  sphere. 

After  having  oppressed  her  for  oentoiies,  what  wonder  If  she  should  re> 
Ixmnd,  and  at  the  first  spring,  even  manifest  that  law  of  reaction  some* 

what  to  your  inconvenience,  and  somewhat  even  beyond  the  dictates  of 
the  wisest  judiritiont.  What  then  ?  Is  the  fault  to  be  charged  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  restraint ;  or  is  it  to  Ije  charged  to  the  first  imposition  of  the 
restraint?  The  objection  of  our  opponents  remind  one  of  the  Irishman 
walking  among  the  bashes  Just  behind  his  companion,  who  caught  bold 
of  a  branch,  and  passing  on,  let  it  fly  back  into  the  face  of  his  JHoid; 
^'Indadel  am  thankful  to  ye!"  said  the  injured  man,  ''for  taldng  hold  oi 
that  same ;  it  a'most  knocked  the  brains  out  of  me  body  as  it  was,  an'  sore, 
if  ye  hadn't  caught  hold  of  it,  it  would  have  kilt  me  intirely!  " 

The  winds  come  lashing  over  your  lake,  the  waters  piling  upon  each 
other,  wave  rolling  upon  wave,  and  you  may  suy  what  a  pity  we  conld 
not  bridge  the  lake  over  with  lee,  so  as  to  keep  down  these  billows  which 
may  rise  so  high  as  to  submerge  us.  Bat  stand  still  I  God  has  fixed  the 
law  vpon  the  waters,  "thus  £sr  shalt  thou  come     and  as  yoa  watch  the 
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ever  i»iling  floods*  it  MeoTOs  their  timely  downfall.  When  they  eome  aa  - 

far  as  their  appointed  limits,  the  coinbinf?  crest  of  the  wave  tells  that  the 
hour  of  safety  has  arrived,  proving  that  God  was  wisfr  thin  you  in  writ- 
ing down  laws  for  His  creation.  We  need  not  bridge  over  woman's 
natuM  with  tlie  ioe  of  oonTentionalism,  for  fear  she  wiU  swell  np,  aye,  and 
orerflow  the  ecntinent  of  manhood.  There  ie  no  danger.  Trast  to  the 
natnre  God  has  given  to  hamanity,  and  do  not  except  the  nature  He  has 
given  to  thin  portion  of  humanity. 

But  I  need  not  dwell  upon  such  au  argument  before  an  audience  who 
have  witnessed  the  bearing  of  women  in  this  Convention.  It  is  a  cool, 
aye,  Insolent  assnmption  for  man  to  presoribe  the  sphere  of  woman. 
What  18  the  sphere  of  woman?  Clearly,  you  say,  her  powers,  her  natural 
instincts  and  desires  determine  her  sphere.  Who,  then,  best  knows  those 
instincts  ami  desirep?  l.s  it  he  who  has  all  his  knowledge  at  second-hand, 
rather  than  she  who  has  it  in  all  her  consciousness? 

If,  then,  yon  find  hi  the  progress  of  the  race  hitherh>,  that  woman  has 
revealed  herself  pare,  true,  and  beautiftil,  and  lofty  in  spirit,  just  in  pro- 
portion as  '^hc  has  enjoyed  the  right  to  reveal  hernelf ;  if  this  Is  the  testi- 
mony of  all  past  experience,  I  ask  you  where  you  will  find  the  beginning 
of  an  argument  against  the  claim  of  wouian  to  the  right  to  enlarge  her 
sphere  yet  more  widely,  than  she  has  hitherto  done.  Wait  nntU  yon  see 
some  of  these  apprehended  evils,  aye,  a  little  later  even,  than  that,  until 
you  see  the  natural  subsidence  of  the  reaction  from  the  first  out-bound 
of  their  oppression,  before  you  tell  us  it  is  not  safe  or  wise  to  permit 
womau  the  enlargement  of  her  own  sphere. 

The  aignment  which  I  have  thos  based  upon  the  very  nature  of  man, 
and  of  hnmanity  and  0od,  is  eonflimed  in  every  partienlar^is  most  im- 
pregnably  fortified  on  every  point,  by  the  facts  of  all  past  oxperienoe  and 
all  present  observation;  and  out  of  all  this  evidence  of  woman's  right 
and  fitness  to  determine  her  own  .sphere,  I  draw  a  high  prophecy  of  the 
Ihtare.  I  look  upon  this  longing  of  hers  for  a  yet  higher  and  broader 
field,  as  an  evidence  that  God  designed  her  to  enter  upon  it. 

**  Want^  is  the  ganier  of  our  bouoteons  Sire ; 
Hnnger,  tiio  promiae  of  Its  own  nipply." 

I  might  even  add  the  rest  of  the  passage  as  an  address  to  woman  hei^ 
sel^  who  still  hesitates  to  assert  the  rights  which  she  feels  to  be  hers  and 
longs  to  ei^oy ;  I  might  rspeat  to  her  in  the  words  of  the  same  poet: 

**  We  wMp,  beeaoiio  the  goiA  we  seek  Is  not, 

Whrn  but  for  thif  It  is  not,  Unit  'vi-  '.vt  cp  ; 
Wc  creep  la  dust  to  wail  oar  lowly  lut. 
Which  were  iw€  lowly,  If  we  acorned  to  creep ; 
Tbat  wliirli  wc  ,I(ire  we  shall  be,  when  iho  win 
Bowfi  tu  prevailiug  Hopo,  lu  would>t>e  to  falflll.'* 

It  can  bo  done.  This  demand  of  woman  can  I  n  imhly  and  succossftilly 
asserted.  It  can  be,  bocau.se  it  is  but  the  out-speaking  of  the  divine  sen- 
timent of  woman.  Let  us  not  then  tremble,  or  falter,  or  despair — 
I  know  we  shall  not.  I  know  that  those  who  have  taken  hold  of  this 
great  work,  and  carried  it  forward  hitherto,  agidnst  obloquy,  and  perfle> 
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enticm,  and  oontompfc,  will  not  fidter  new.  Kol  Svevy  step  Is  bearing 
na  to  a  higher  emlnenoe,  and  thuK  revealing  a  broader  promise  of  hope,  a 

briffhtc  prospt'ot  of  snrcppfi.  Thoujrli  tb<'v  who  ar<>  foremost  in  this  cause 
must  bear  ol>loquy  and  n-proaeh,  and  though  it  may  seem  to  the  care- 
less lookeroD,  tlutt  they  advance  but  little  or  not  at  all;  they  kuow  that 
the  inntinet  whloh  impels  them  being  divine,  it  can  not  be  that  they  shall 
fail.  They  know  that  every  quality  of  their  nature,  every  attxibate  <tf 
their  Creatoor,  is  pledged  to  their  saoeeas. 

"Hiry  ncvrr  fuil  wtio  cjavely  plead  for  right, 
God's  fallbful  martyrs  can  not  suffer  loM. 
Thetr  Uudnf  faggote  tow  the  world  with  U^t» 
H«eT«D*t  gtte  twlngt  open  on  tbeir  bloo^  eroM." 

Pres.  Mahajt:  If  I  would  not  be  internipdng  at  all,  there  are  a  few 
fhoQghts  having  weight  upon  my  mind  whidi  I  should  be  very  happy  to 
express.  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  excite  controversy  at  all.  but  there  are 
things  which  are  said,  the  ultimate  bearing  of  which  1  believe  is  not  al- 
ways understood.  I  have  beard  during  these  dij^cussioue,  things  said 
which  bear  this  aspeet— ^hat  the  relatioii  of  ruler  and  subject  is  that  of 
master  and  slave.  The  idea  of  the  equality  of  woman  with  man,  seems 
to  be  argued  upon  this  idea.  I  am  not  now  to  speak  whether  it  Is  lawful 
for  man  to  rule  the  woman  at  all;  but  I  wish  to  make  a  remark  upon 
the  principles  of  governor  and  governed.  The  idea  seems  to  be  suggested 
that  if  the  wife  is  snbjeet  to  tlie  husband,  the  wife  is  a  slave  to  the 
man— if  He  has  said,  in  the  sense  in  whieh  some  would  have  it,  even 
that  the  woman  should  be  subject  to  the  man,  and  the  wife  to  the  hus- 
band, you  will  find  that  in  no  other  position  will  woman  attain  her  dig- 
nity; for  God  has  never  dropped  an  inadvertent  thought,  never  penned 
aa  inadvertent  line.  There  is  not  a  law  or  principle  of  His  being,  that 
whoever  penned  that  Book  did  not  understand.  There  Is  not  a  right 
whieh  that  Book  does  not  recognize ;  and  there  is  not  a  duty  which  man 
owes  to  woman,  or  woman  to  man,  that  is  not  there  enjoined.  It  i.s  my 
tirm  conviction,  that  there  is  but  one  thing  to  be  done  on  this  >jubj«.'ct — 
if  the  women  of  this  State  want  the  elective  franchise,  they  can  have  it. 
I  don*t  believe  it  is  in  the  heart  of  man  to  refuse  it.  Only  spread  the 
truth,  adhere  to  Woman's  Bights,  and  adhere  to  that  one  principle,  and 
when  the  people  are  convinced  that  her  claim  is  Just*  it  will  be  allowed. 

Of  Charles  C.  Borleigfa  the  Plain  Dealer  says : 

This  noble  poet  had  not  said  much  in  tlie  Convention.  He  had  taken 
no  part  in  the  interferences  and  Interruptions  of  other  gentlemen,  Ur. 
Barker  and  Mr.  Nevin  for  instaAoe. 

Wlu'ii  !it  li-ngth  he  took  the  stand  ho  did  indeed  spf  ak  out  a  Jioble  de- 
fense of  woman's  rights.  It  was  the  only  speech  nia<le  ])efore  the  Con- 
vention by  man  in  which  the  cauire  of  wouxun  was  advocated  exclusively. 
When  Hr.  Burleigh  arose,  two  or  three  geese  hissed;  when  he  closed,  a 
shower  of  applause  greeted  him. 

We  hope  the  reader  will  not  weary  of  these  debates.  As  the 
efforts  of  many  of  our  early  speakers  were  esctemporaneoae,  but 
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little  of  what  they  said  will  be  preserved  bejond  this  generation 
onlesB  recorded  now.  These  debates  show  the  wit,  logie,  and  ruadi- 
ness  of  our  women  ;  the  clear  moral  perception,  the  coarage»  and 
hoDesty  of  oar  noble  Garrison  ;  the  skill  and  fiery  zeal  of  Stephen 
Foster ;  the  majesty  and  beauty  of  Charles  Burleigh  ;  and,  in  Asa 
Mihan,  the  vain  strogglea  of  the  wily  priest^  to  veil  with  sophistry 
the  degrading  slaverj'  of  woman,  in  order  to  reconcile  her  position 
as  set  forth  in  certain  man-made  texts  of  Scripture  with  eternal 
justice  and  natural  law.  Mr.  M:di;iii  would  not  have  been  willing 
himself,  to  accept  even  the  mild  form  of  suhjection  he  so  cunningly 
assigns  to  woman.  The  dea<]liest  opponents  to  the  recognition  of 
the  equal  rights  of  woman,  have  ever  been  amous:  the  orthodox 
clergy  as  a  class. 

W0mJ>*8  TEMPERANCE  CONVENTIOK. 

JuBt  previous  to  this,  two  stormy  Conventions  had  been  held  in 
the  dty  of  New  York ;  one  called  to  disenss  Woman's  Kights,  the 
other  a  World's  Temperance  Convention.  Thus  many  of  the  lead- 
ers of  each  movement  met  for  the  first  time  to  measure  their  pow- 
era  of  logic  and  perooasion. 

Antoinette  L.  Brown  was  appointed  a  delegate  by  two  Temper- 
ance assocoations.  Her  credentials  were  accepted,  and  she  took  her 
seat  as  a  member  of  the  Oonrention ;  but  when  she  arose  to  speak 
a  tempest  of  indignation  ]>oared  upon  her  from  every  side.  As  this 
page  ill  histrtry  was  frequently  referred  to  in  the  Olevoiand  Gonven* 
tion,  we  will  let  Miss  Brown  here  tell  her  own  stoiy : 

Why  did  we  go  to  tliat  World's  Convention  t  We  went  there  beeanee 

the  call  was  extended  to  the  world."  On  the  12th  of  May  a  prelimioary 
meeting  had  been  held  at  Xew  York — the  far-famed  meotinj:  nt  the  Brick 
Chapel.  Thero,  because  of  the  objection  taken  by  some  wlio  were  not 
willing  to  have  the  "  rest  of  mankind  "  coiue  into  the  Convention,  a  part 
of  those  present  withdrew.  They  thought  they  would  have  a  "  Whole 
World's  Temperanee  Convention/'  and  fhey  thought  well,  as  the  result 
proved.  When  it  was  known  that  such  a  Convention  would  bo  ennfMl. 
that  nil  persons  would  be  invited  to  consider  themselves  ineuibt>rs  of  the 
Convention,  who  considered  themselves  members  of  the  world,  some  of 
the  leaders  of  the  other  Couventioa— Hie  baU  world'sConvention— felt  that 
if  it  were  poiaible,  they  would  not  have  sueh  a  meeting  held;  therefore 
they  took  measures  to  prevent  it.  Now,  let  me  read  a  statement  from 
another  delegate  to  that  Convention,  Rev.  Wni.  H.  Clianning.  of  Roches- 
ter. (Miss  Brown  read  an  extract  from  the  Tribune,  giving  the  facts  in 
regard  to  her  appoiutiiieut  as  delegate,  by  a  society  of  long  standing,  in 
Boehester,  and  extiaets,  also,  of  letters  from  pereons  prominent  in  the 
Brick  Chapel  meeting,  uighig  Ur.  Greeley  to  persoade  his  party  to  aban- 
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don  the  Idea  of  a  sepaTate  Convention,  a  part  of  saoh  writers  pleading 
that  it  was  an  unnece.«^!n  y  movement,  as  the  call  to  the  World's  Tem- 

pemnee  Convention  broad  enough,  and  intended  to  include  alH.  This 
appoiutmeut  was  made  without  my  knowledge  or  consent,  but  with  my 
hearty  endorsement,  when  I  knew  it  was  done.  Let  me  state  also,  that 
a  eoeiatf  oi^nised  and  16r  yean  in  ezittenee  in  Sonth  Bntler,  K.  aleo 
appointed  delegates  to  that  Convention,  and  myself  among  the  number. 
They  did  ho  becanse,  though  they  knew  tiie  rail  invited  nil  the  world  to 
be  present,  yet  they  thought  it  best  to  have  their  delegutiona  prepared 
with  credentials,  if  being  prepared  would  do  any  good. 

When  we  reaehed  2Tew  Toifc,  we  heard  tome  peieoni  saying  that  wom- 
en would  be  reeeiyed  at  delegates,  and  others  saying  they  would  not. 
We  thoii>,'ht  we  ought  to  test  that  matter,  and  do  it,  too,  as  delicately 
and  quietly  a«  possible.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  ladies  appointed 
delegates  to  that  meeting,  but  it  was  felt  that  not  many  would  be  neces- 
saiy  to  make  the  test  of  their  sineeilty. 

We  met  at  the  Woman's  Bights  Convention  on  the  day  of  the  opening 
of  the  half  world^s  Temperance  Convention,  and  had  all  decided  to  be 
content  with  our  own  Temperance  Convention,  which  had  passed  off  so 
quietly  and  triumphantly.  Wendell  Phillips  and  I  sat  reconsidering  the 
wliole  matter.  I  referred  liim  to  the  fact,  which  had  come  to  me  more 
than  ones  dniing  the  few  lest  days,  that  the  offleisls  of  the  Convention 
in  session  at  Metropolitan  Hall,  and  other.%  had  been  sayuig  that  women 
would  be  received  no  doubt;  that  the  Brick  Chapel  meeting  was  merely 
an  informal  preliminary  meeting,  and  its  decisions  of  no  authority  upon 
tbe  Couveotion  proper;  and  that  the  women  were  unjust  in  saying,  that 
thefr  brethren  woold  not  aeeept  tii^  eoK>peration  before  it  liad  been 
fsiily  tested.  Th»n,  said  Phillips,  Go,  by  all  means;  if  they  receive 
you,  you  have  only  to  thank  them  for  rebuking  the  action  of  the  Brick 
Chapel  meeting.  Then  we  will  withdraw  and  come  back  to  our  own 
meeting.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  do  not  receive  you,  we  will  quietly 
and  without  protest,  witlidraw,  and,  in  tliat  ease,  not  1>e  gone  half  an 
hour.'*  I  turned  and  invited  one  lady,  now  on  tliis  platform,  as  gentle 
and  lady-like  as  woman  can  bo,  Caroline  M.  Severance,  of  your  own 
city,  to  go  with  me.  She  said:  "  I  am  quite  willing  to  go,  both  in  com- 
pliance with  your  wish,  and  from  interest  in  the  cause  itself.  But  I 
am  not  a  delegate,  and  I  have  in  this  city  venerated  grandparents, 
whose  feelings  I  greatiy  regard,  and  would  not  willingly  or  unneoessarily 
wound;  so  that  I  prefer  to  go  in  quietly,  but  take  no  aoUve  part  in  what 
will  seem  to  them  nn  nntatronistic  position  for  woman,  and  uncalled  for 
on  my  ptirt.  In  that  way  1  iim  quite  ready  to  go."  And  8o  w«5  went  out 
from  our  own  meeting,  Mr.  Phillips,  Mrs.  fc>.,  and  myself;  none  others 
went  with  us,  nor  knew  we  were  going. 

After  arriving  at  Metropolitan  Hall,  accompanied  by  these  friends,  I 
did  quit'tly  what  we  had  predetermined  was  the  be'^t  to  do.  The  Secre- 
tary was  fitting  upon  the  platform.  I  handed  him  my  credentials  from 
both  societies.  He  said:  "1  can  not  now  tell  whether  you  will  bo  re- 
eetved  or  not.  There  is  a  resolution  before  the  house,  stating,  in  sub- 
stanee,  that  they  would  reeeive  all  delegates  without  distinetion  of  color 
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or  flex.  If  this  resolution  is  adopt«d,  yow  can  be  received/*  I  then  left 
my  cTt'doiitials  in  his  haiids.  and  went  down  from  the  platform.  It  was 
rather  trying,  in  the  sight  of  all  that  audience,  to  go  upon  the  platform 
and  come  down  a^uin;  and  I  shall  not  soon  forget  the  sensations  with 
wbieh  I  stepped  off  the  plAtfonn.  After  *  little  time  they  decided  tbat 
the  call  admitted  all  delegates.  I  thought  this  decision  settled  mj  ad* 
mission,  and  I  went  again  upon  the  pint  form.  In  the  meantime  a  pormii- 
nont  organization  was  effected.  I  went  there,  for  the  purpose  of  thank- 
ing them  for  then:  course,  and  merely  to  express  my  sympathy  with  the 
caase  and  their  present  moTement,  and  then  intended  to  leave  the  HalL 
I  arose,  and  inqnired  of  the  President,  Neal  Dow,  if  I  was  rightly  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention.  He  said,  "  Yes,  if  you  have  credentials  from  any 
abstinence  societies."  I  told  him  I  had.  and  then  attt  iii}>rcd  to  tlmnk 
him.  There  was  no  appeal  from  the  President  s  decision,  but  yet  they 
woold  not  receive  my  expression  of  thanks;  therefore  I  took  my  seat  and 
waited  for  a  better  opportunity. 

And  now  let  me  rvad  a  paragraph  a?ain  from  this  paper,  the  temper* 
ancc  organ  of  your  Stitc.  The  writer  is  still  Gen.  Carey,  rriic  eitrru-r  in- 
timated that  Miss  Brown,  supported  and  urfji-d  on  by  sevi-ml  otli!  rs, 
made  an  unwomanly  entrance  into  the  Convention,  and  upon  the  piut- 
ibrm  itself,  which  was  reserved  for  offlcers,  and  as  it  would  imply,  alieady 
filled).  There  were  only  the  two  other  persons  I  mentioned  who  went 
with  me  to  that  Convention,  but  they  took  their  seats  back  among  the 
audience,  and  did  not  approach  the  platform.  There  were  fricndn  I 
foond  in  that  audience  to  sustain  me,  but  none  others  came  with  me  for 
that  purpose.  The  platform  was  fkom  being  full ;  it  is  a  large  plat- 
form, and  there  might  a  hundred  persons  sit  there,  and  not  incommode 
each  other  at  all. 

(Here  Miss  Brown  rend  another  extract  from  tho  snme  article,  in  which 
Gen.  Carey  implies,  that  concerted  measures  had  been  .'■et  on  foot  at  the 
Woman's  Rights  meeting  at  the  Tabernacle,  the  evening  after  Miss 
Brown's  first  attempt  at  a  bearing  before  the  Temperance  Convention, 
fat  coming  in  upon  them  again  en  masse,  and  revengefully). 

Not  a  word  was  said  Tlint  ni.rht  upon  tin*  sul>ject.  in  the  Convention  at 
the  Tab'Tnacle.  except  what  was  said  liy  myself;  and  I  said  what  I  did, 
because  some  one  inquired  whether  1  wjus  liissed  on  going  upon  tiie  plat- 
form. As  to  that  matter,  when  I  went  upon  the  platform  I  was  not  hiss- 
ed, at  others  times  I  did  not  know  Aether  they  hissed  me  or  others,  and 

**  Where  tgnoranee  ii  bUae,  'tis  folly  to  tw  wise." 

I  stated  sdhie  of  the  facts  to  our  own  Convention,  but  I  did  not  refer  to 
this  resolution  (tlie  one  which  was  to  exclude  all  but  officers  or  invited 
guests  from  the  platform),  for  I  was  not  entirely  clear  with  regard  to  the 

nature  of  it.  it  was  passed  in  so  much  confusion.  I  did  state  this,  that 
there  had  been  a  discussion  raised  upon  such  a  resolution,  and  that  it 
wa.s  decided  that  only  officers  and  invited  guests  should  sit  upon  the 
platform;  but  that  they  had  x«oeived  me  as  a  delegate,  and  had  thus  re- 
voked the  action  of  the  Brick  Chi^l  meeting,  and  that  on  the  morrow 
Neal  Bow  might  Invite  me  to  eit  upon  the  platform.  That  was  the  mib- 
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stoBoe  of  1117  remarkft,  and  not  one  word  of  objeetioa  was  taken,  or  reply 
made  by  our  Convention. 

I  read  again  from  this  paper.  (\n  extract  implying  that  among  the 
measures  taken  to  browbeat  the  Convention  into  receiving  Miss  Hrown, 
waa  the  forming  of  a  society  instantly,  tinder  the  special  urgency  of  hei^ 
self  and  Mends,  for  tbis  espeeial  objeet,  ete.)  l%at  agidn  is  a  statement 
without  foundation.  I  intend  to-night  to  use  no  harsh  words,  and  I 
shall  say  nothing  with  regard  to  motives.  You  nmy  drnw  your  own 
conclusiong  in  regard  to  all  thi?.  I  shall  t^tate  dispassionately,  the  sim- 
ple, literal  lacts  as  they  occurred,  and  they  may  spoak  for  themselves. 

When  Wendell  Phillips  went  ont  of  the  Convention,  he  told  persons 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  that  a  delegate  had  been  received  by  the 
President,  and  tliat  delegate  had  been  insulted,  and  nobody  had  risen  to 
sustain  her.  said  to  me,  too,  "  1  sliall  not  cro  tomorrow,  but  do  you 
go.  I  can  do  nothing  for  you,  because  1  am  not  a  delegate."  There  were 
a  fsw  eaniest  friends  in  New  York,  however,  who  felt  that  the  rights  of  a 
del^ate  were  saered.  They  oiganksd  a  soeiety  and  appointed  Just  thrse 
delegates  to  that  Temperance  Convention.  Those  three  persons  were 
Wendell  Phillips,  of  Boston;  Mr.  Cleveland,  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
Tribune;  and  Mr.  Gibbon,  son-in-law  of  the  late  venerated  Isaac  T.  Hop- 
per. The  last  two  were  men  Drom  New  York  City*  The  question  was  al- 
ready decided  that  women  might  be  received  as  delegates  to  that  Con* 
vention ;  therefore  there  was  no  need  of  appointing  any  one  to  insist  upon 
woman's  right  to  appear,  and  no  one  was  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  next  morning  we  went  there  with  Mr.  Phillips,  who  i)resented  his 
credentials.  During  the  discussion,  Mr.  Phillips  took  part,  and  persisted 
in  holding  the  Convention  to  pailiamentary  rules.  He  carried  In  his 
hand  a  book  of  rules,  which  is  received  everywhere  as  authority,  and 
when  he  saw  that  they  were  wrong,  he  quoted  the  f<tundard  authority  to 
them.  After  a  while  the  preiiininary  business  was  disposed  of.  and  va- 
rious resolutions  were  brought  forward.  I  arose,  and  the  President  stud 
I  had  the  floor.  I  was  invited  upon  the  stand,  and  was  therefore  an 
*' invited  guest''  within  their  own  rules;  but  when  once  there,  I  was  not 
allowed  to  speak.  althoni,'li  the  President  said  repeatedly  that  the  floor 
was  mine.  The  opposition  arose  from  a  dozen  or  more  around  the  plat- 
form, who  were  incessantly  raising  "  points  of  order  " — the  extempore 
bantlings  of  great  minds  in  great  emergencies.  Por  the  space  of  three 
boors  I  endeavored  to  be  heard,  bnt  they  would  not  bear  me  (although 
as  a  delegate,  and  I  spoke  simply  as  a  delegate),  I  could  have  q»oken  but 
T.-n  TitinnT*"^  by  a  law  of  the  house.  Twice  the  President  was  ."unstained 
iu  his  decision  by  the  house;  but  finally  some  one  insisted  that  there  might 
be  persons  voting  in  the  house  who  were  not  delegates,  and  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  Hall  should  be  eleared  by  the  police,  and  that  those  who 
were  delegates  might  come  in,  one  by  one,  and  resume  their  scats. 

Tliere  were  printed  lists  of  the  deler;ates  of  the  Convention,  but  there 
were  several  new  delegates  whose  names  were  not  on  tlie  lists.  Wendell 
PhilUps  and  his  colleagues  were  among  them.  He  wont  to  the  President 
and  said :  "  I  rely  upon  yon  to  be  admitted  to  the  Hall,  for  we  know  that 
onr  names  are  not  yet  on  the  Ust."  The  President  assented.  As  the 
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delogatcs  returned,  the  names  upon  the  printed  lists  were  called,  and 
while  the  rest  of  us  were  earnest  to  be  admitto<l  to  tlio  house,  and  while 
they  were  examining  our  credentiaU  an^  deciding  whether  or  not  we 
shoold  be  received,  Neal  Bow  had  gone  out  of  tiie  Hall,  and  Gen.  Carey 
had  taken  the  Chairl  The  action  of  a  part  of  tiie  delegate*  who  were  in 
the  house  while  the  other  part  were  sbat  oat,  was  like  to  nothing  that 
ever  had  occurred  in  the  annnl-:  of  parliamentary  history.  Those  per- 
sons who  came  in  afterward,  a^ked  what  was  the  business  before  the 
house,  and  on  being  informed,  moved  that  it  be  reconsidered.  The  Pres* 
ident  decided  upon  putting  it  to  the  honse,  that  they  had  not  voted  In 
the  affirmative,  and  would  not  rccon8ider.  Gen.  Samael  F.  Car.  v  is  a 
man  of  firmness,  and  I  could  not  but  admire  the  flrmnefts  with  which  he 
presided,  althou>?h  I  felt  that  his  decisions  were  wrong.  ''Gentlemen,'* 
said  he,  "  there  can  be  no  order  when  you  are  raiding  so  many  points  of 
order;  take  your  seats t  **  and  they  took  their  seats. 

Previotts  to  the  adjournment,  a  qaeetion  was  raised  about  Wendell 
Phillips'  credentials,  and  again  next  morning  they  raided  it  and  decided 
it  against  him,  so  that  he  felt  all  further  effort  vain,  and  left  the  Hall. 
After  this,  there  came  up  a  multitude  of  resolutions,  which  were  passed 
so  rapidly  tlMit  no«Qa  eottld  get  the  <q;»portanity  of  speaking  to  them.  A 
resolution  also  written  by  Gen.  Carey,  was  presented  by  him,  as  follows: 

"  Remlved,  That  the  oommon  usages  have  exduded  women  Arom  the 
public  platform,"  etc. 

That  resolution,  amid  great  confusion,  was  declared  as  passed.  Of 
coarse,  then  soon  after,  I  left  the  Hall.  I  ought  to  say,  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Phillips'  oredentlals,  that  they  had  been  referred  to  a  ooramittee.  who 
decided  that  he  had  not  properly  been  sent  to  the  Convention,  for  no 
roasoii  in  the  world,  but  beeanse  the  society  wlio  sent  him.  liad  been 
organized  only  the  night  before;  while  I  know  positively,  and  others 
knew,  that  there  wore  societies  organized  one  week  before,  for  the  very 
purpose  of  sending  d^egatee  to  that  Convention;  which  sooleties  will 
never  be  heard  of  again,  I  fear.  But  the  Neal  Dow  Association,  of  New 
York,  exists  yet.  Their  society  shall  not  die;  so  good  comes  out  of  evil 
often. 

A  motion  was  also  made  by  some  one,  as  better  justice  to  Mr.  I'hillips, 
to  refer  the  credentials  of  all  the  delegates  of  llassaohnsetts  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials,  but  ftw  very  obvious  and  prudent  reasons,  it  was 

not  suffered  to  have  a  moment's  hearing  or  consideration.  (Miss  Brown 
here  read  a  few  additional  lines  from  the  same  article,  asserting  that  she 
was  merely  the  tool  of  others,  and  thrust  by  them  upon  the  platform; 
and  charging  all  the  disorder  and  disturbance  of  that  Convention  to  her- 
self and  friends,  etc.)  I  needed  no  thrusting  upon  the  platfonn.  I  was 
able  to  rise  and  speak  without  urging  or  suggestion.  And  as  to  the 
disorder  which  prevailed  throu<,'li(>ut  the  Convention,  who  made  that 
disorder  ?  I  said  not  a  word  to  cause  it.  for  they  gave  me  no  opportunity 
to  say  a  word,  and  the  other  delegates  with  me,  sat  quietly.  No  men- 
tion is  made  In  this  paper  that  I  had  credentials.  It  is  stated  that 
throughout  Ohio  the  impression  is  that  I  had  none;  and  It  Is  generally 
believed  that  I  went  there  without  proper  credentials. 
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On«  word  more  as  to  Mr.  Carey.  He  eays,  "  The  negro  question  was  not 
discassed  as  Grcelt'V  &  Co.  wished  it  to  be.  O  Greeley,  how  art  thou 
fallen!  These  are  Gen.  Carey's  words,  not  mine.  Mr.  Greeley  has  risen 
greatly  in  my  estimation,  and  not  fallen.  A  colored  delegate*  did  take  bis 
eredentials  to  the  Oonventimi,  but  he  was  not  veoeivad.  I  saw  hlra  mj- 
self,  and  asked  him  what  ooold  be  done  aboat  it.  Ho  folded  up  his 
hnnds  nnd  said  it  was  too  late.  And  this  was  a  "  World's  Temperance 
Convention!" 

And  this  paper  says  that  the  New  York  Tribune,  which  has  usually  been 
an  aiusredtted  sheet,  has  most  shameftiUy  misrepresented  the  whole  aflUr, 
and  refers  to  what  waa  said  in  the  Tribune^  as  to  what  the  Ck>nyention 
had  accompli.shed:  "The  first  day,  crowding  a  woman  from  tho  plnt- 
fonn;  second  day,  gacKinc  her;  and  tho  third  day  voting  she  should 
stay  gagged;    and  asserts  that  it  is  a  misrepresentation. 

The  evenings  of  that  Ck»nTentIott  were  not  devoted  to  this  diseassion, 
and  wore  not  noisj  or  fruitless.  There  were  hnmiofr  words  spoken  for 
temperance  during  the  evenings;  but  whether  the  Tribune's  report  of  the 
day-sessions  be  correct  or  not,  you  yourselves  cnn  bo  tho  judfjes.  I 
must  say,  however,  the  Tribune  did  not  misrepresent  that  aifair  in  its 
rsgntar  report ;  and  I  eall  upon  Qen«  Carey,  in  all  kindness  and  courtesy, 
to  point  out  Just  what  the  misstatements  are— and  upon  any  one  ao- 
quaintcd  with  the  facts,  to  show  the  false  statement,  if  it  can  be  shown. 

And  now  I  loav  tlu»  action  of  tho  Convention  to  say  what  were  our 
motives  in  going  there.  From  what  I  have  related  of  the  circumstances 
which  conspired  to  induce  us  to  go,  and  the  manner  of  our  going,  you 
can  but  see  that  no  absord  desire  for  notoriety,  no  ooveting  of  sneb  nn- 
enviable  fame  as  we  know  must  await  ns,  were  the  inducements.  And 
as  a  simple  fact,  th^  ro  was  nothing  so  very  important  in  a  feeble  woman's 
going  as  a  delegate  to  that  Convention;  but  the  fact  was  made  an  un- 
pleasant one  in  the  experience  of  that  delegate,  and  was  blown  into 
notoriety  by  the  unmanly  action  of  that  Convention  itself.  But  what 
were  our  reasons  for  gouig  to  that  Convention  7  Did  we  go  there  to 
forward  the  oaiiso  of  Temperance  or  to  forward  tlie  cause  of  woman, 
or  what  were  our  motives  in  going  ?  Woman  was  pleading  her  own 
cause  in  the  Convention  at  the  Tabernacle,  and  she  had  no  need 
that  any  should  go  there  to  fbrward  her  cause  for  her;  and  much 
as  I  love  temperance,  and  love  those  poor  sisters  who  suffsr  because 
of  intemperance,  It  was  not  especially  to  plead  their  cause  that  I  went 
there.  I  went  to  assert  a  principle,  a  principle  relevant  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  World's  Convention  to  be  sure,  but  one,  at  the  same 
time,  whiidi,  acknowledged,  must  f6rward  all  good  causes,  and,  diwe- 
garded,  must  retard  tiiem.  I  went  there,  asking  no  Ikvor  as  a  woman, 
asking  no  special  recognition  of  the  woman'Cause.  I  went  there  in  be< 
half  of  the  cause  of  humanity.  I  wont  there,  asking  the  indorsement  of 
no  ism,  and  as  the  exponent  of  no  measure,  but  as  a  simple  item  of  tho 
woild  in  the  name  of  the  world,  claiming  that  all  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  race  should  be  received  In  that  Convention,  if  they  went  there 


•JsmMlfeCaoeScDttli. 


Liyiiizuu  Google 


168  History  of  Woman  Suffrage. 


with  the  proper  cr('ik-nti:il<«.  I  simply  pliintt'il  my  fi  t  t  uj.on  the  rightri  of  a 
delegate.  I  uskeil  tur  nothing  more,  und  tiarc  take  noihing  lesj^.  The  princi- 
ple which  we  were  there  to  Msert,  was  that  which  is  the  soul  of  the  Odden 
Rale,  the  soul  of  that  which  says,  ^^All  things  whatsoever  ye  wonld  that  men 
shouM  do  unto  you,  do  }e  even  so  unto  them."  I  went  there  to  see  if  they 
would  l>e  true  to  thiir  own  t  all,  and  recognize  delegates  without  di^tinclion  of 
color,  sex,  creed,  party,  or  condition;  toisee  if  tbey  would  rccognizL'  eucli  mem- 
ber of  the  bmnan  ftmlly,  as  belonging  to  the  human  family;  to  see  if  they 
would  grant  the  simple  rights  of  a  delegate  to  all  delegates. 

And  do  you  ask,  did  this  not  retard  the  came  of  Temperancet  >'o;  it  car- 
ried it  forward,  m  it  carries  every  good  cause  forward.  It  awakened  tlmuffht, 
and  mankind  need  only  ta  be  aroused  lo  thought,  to  forever  destroy  all  wrong 
customs,  and  among  them  the  rum  traffic.  They  need  only  to  think  to  the 
purpose,  and  when  this  shall  be  done,  all  good  causes  are  bound  to  go  Ibrward 
together.  Christianity  is  the  heart  and  soul  of  them  all,  and  these  reforms 
whicli  f?cfk  to  elevate  mankind  and  better  tlieir  condition,  cliiij?  around  our 
(  hrisiianity.  and  arc  n  [>art  of  it.  They  are  like  the  cluster  of  grapes,  alIcUng» 
ing  al'out  the  central  stem. 

A  wrong  was  done  in  that  C<mTenti(»i  to  a  delegate,  and  many  people  saw 
«ad  felt  that  wrong,  and  tbey  began  to  inquire  for  the  cause  of  it ;  and  so  the 
causes  of  thinir-*  were  searched  more  nearly  tlmn  before,  ainl  ti)i>  was  a  ■."'"d 
which  promctetl  tt  inperani  e.  It  is  absurd  to  Ijel  eve  that  any  man  ^^t  wmian 
is  any  less  a  teiiipi  ranee  man  or  woman,  or  a  "  Maine  law  *'  man  or  woman  uow, 
than  before.  If  ever  they  loved  that  esnse  they  love  it  now  as  beforp. 

Water  is  the  very  symbol  of  democracy  t  a  single  jet  of  it  in  a  tube  will  bal* 
ance  the  whole  ocean.  We  went  there,  only  to  claim  in  the  name  of  Democ- 
raey  and  Chriytianity,  that  nil  be  treated  alike  and  impartially.  The  human 
£'Oul  is  a  holy  thing;  it  ia  the  temple  of  living  joy  or  sorrow.  It  is  frcightc-d 
with  vital  realities.  It  can  outlengthen  Heaven  itself,  and  it  should  be  rever- 
enced everywhoe.  Mid  treated  always  as  a  holy  thing.  We  only  went  there  in 
the  name  of  the  w(»rld,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  to  pnmiote  a  good  cause; 
and  it  is  what  I  pledge  niyst  )f  now  anew  to  do,  at  all  times  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstiinces,  when  the  op]>ortunity  shall  pre^icut  itself  to  me.  It  was  a  good 
act,  a  Christian  duty,  to  go  there  vnder  those  circumstancea. 

But  let  me  now  leave  this  matter,  and  say  something  which  may  have  a  direct 
bearing  upon  the  circumst  mces  of  our  Cooveotion,  and  show  why  it  is  proper 
to  briiiLT  up  these  facts  here.  Let  us  suppose  ourselves  gathered  in  McfropoH- 
tau  ilall.  It  is  a  Itirgo  hall,  with  two  galleries  around  its  sides.  I  could  see 
men  up  there  in  checked  blouses,  who  looked  as  though  tbey  might -disturb 
a  Convention,  but  they  looked  down  upon  the  rowdyism  of  the  platform,  a 
thing  unprecedented  before,  with  simple  expres>ions  of  wonder,  while  the; 
were  quiet.    Well,  here  wc  are  upon  tlx- platform.   The  President  is  speaking; 

PiiESiDENT:     Miss  Brown  has  the  lloor." 

A  Dkleoatb  :  "  Mr.  I're^ident,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order." 

pBBsmBzrr :  **  Stale  yoiv  point  of  order." 

It  is  stated,  but  at  the  same  time,  in  the  general  whirl  and  confusion  all 
arounrl.  another  voice  from  the  tloor  exclaims ;    I  rise  tu  a  point  of  order  I  ** 

The  PliEslDENT  :  '•  State  it  I '" 

But  while  these  things  are  going  on,  a  voice  arise?,  "  She  sha*n't  speak  I  ** 
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another,  ''She  sba'n't  be  hoard  I  "  another,  "  You  raise  a  print  of  order  when 
he  is  done,  and  I  will  raise  another."  lu  the  confusion  I  hear  gomething 
al  iiost  like  swearing,  but  not  swearing,  for  inost  of  those  men  are  holy  men," 
who  do  not  think  of  swearing.  The  confusion  continues.  Most  of  this  time  I 
am  standing,  but  presently  %  chair  is  presented  me,  and  now  a  new  class  of 
Gomfortera  gathers  around  me,  speaking  smooth,  ronsoling  w  ords  in  my  car 
while  upon  the  other  siile  are  angry  disputHnts,  rlincliinj^  their  fists  and  grow- 
iiig  red  in  t]if  ftici'.  Are  the  former  good  Samaritans,  pouring  into  my  wounded 
heart  the  oil  and  the  wine  ?  Listen.  I  know  you  are  acting  conscientiously ; 
but  now  that  you  bare  made  your  protest,  do,  for  your  own  sake,  withdraw  from 
this  disgraoefhl  scene.** 

*'I  can  not  withdraw,"  I  saj;  it  is  not  now  the  time  to  withdraw;  here  is 
a  principle  at  stake." 

**\Vell,  in  what  way  can  you  better  the  cause  ?  Do  you  feel  you  are  doing 
any  good!"  Another  voice  chimes  in  with:  "^Do  joq  love  the  Tonperance 
eaose  t  Can  yon  continne  here  and  see  all  this  confusion  prevailing  around 
you?  Why  not  withdraw,  and  then  the  Convention  will  lie  quiet;"  and  all 
this  in  most  monmfttl,  dolorous  tones.  I  think  if  the  man  cries,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly cry  too. 

But  then  a  new  interval  of  quiet  occurs,  and  so  I  rise  to  get  the  6oor.  I 
fiioey  myself  in  n  melting  mood  enongh  to  beg  them,  with  prayers  and  tears, 

to  be  just  and  righteoos;  but  no,  "  this  kind  goeth  not  out  by  prayer  and  fast- 
ing," and  so  I  stand  up  again.  Directly  Uev.  John  Chambers  points  his 
fintrer  at  nic.  iind  niMs  aloud  :  *'  Shame  on  the  woman  !  Shame  on  the  woman  !  " 
Then  I  feel  cool  and  calm  enough  again,  and  sit  down  until  his  anger  has  way. 
Again  the  ** friends"  gather  around  me,  and  there  come  more  appeals  to  me, 
while  the  public  ear  is  filled  with  "  points  of  order";  and  the  two  fiilt  together, 
in  a  somewhat  odd,  but  very  pointed  contrast,  somewhere  in  the  center  of  my 
brain.  "Do  you  think,"'  say;*  one,  '*  that  Christ  wonld  have  done  soV"  spoken 
with  a  somewhat  negative  emphasis.  "  I  think  He  would,"  spoken  with  a  pi>«i- 
tive  emphasis.  "  Do  yon  lore  peace  as  well  ss  CThrist  loved  it,  and  can  you 
do  thus  r* 

What  answer  I  made  I  know  not.  but  there  came  rushing  over  my  soul  the 
word.'!  of  Christ :  "  I  cime  not  to  send  peace,  but  a  sword."  It  sooni-^  ahncnt  to 
be  spoken  with  an  audible  voice,  and  it  sways  the  spirit  more  than  all  things 
else.  I  remember  that  Cbrist^s  doctrine  wss,  "  first  pure,  then  peaceable ; "  that 
He,  too,  was  persecuted.  So  are  my  doctrines  good ;  th^  mk  only  fiur  the 
simple  rights  of  a  delegate,  only  that  which  must  be  reeognizcd  as  just,  by  the 
impartial  Father  of  the  human  race,  and  by  Ili-s  lioly  Son.  Then  cotne  these 
mock  pleading  tones  again  upon  my  ear,  and  instinctively  1  think  of  the  Judas 
kis!»,  and  I  arise,  turning  away  from  them  all,  and  feeling  a  power  which  may, 
perbap»,  never  come  to  me  i^in.  There  were  angry  men  confronting  me,  and 
I  caught  the  flashing  of  defiant  eyes;  but  above  me.  and  within  me,  and  all 
around  me,  there  was  a  spirit  stronger  than  they  all.  At  that  moment  not  the 
cf)mbined  powers  of  earth  and  hell  could  have  tempted  me  to  do  otherwise 
than  to  stand  firn).  .Moral  and  physical  cowardice  were  subdued,  thanks  to 
that  Washington  delegate  for  the  sublime  strength  roused  by  his  question: 
»  Would  Christ  have  done  so  ?  " 

That  stormy  scene  is  passed;  that  memorable  time  when  chivahroos  men 


Liyiiized  by  Google 


ItiO 


HiMory  of  Woman  ^uffrtige. 


foilgot  the  defereooe,  wbicli  Meofding  to  their  creed  !•  due  to  woman,  end 
Ibrgot  it  M  fiiey  pabUcly  aud,  becrase  a  woman  cieiued  a  right  upon  tbo 

platform  ;  and  SO  tli(  v  neither  feoognized  ber  equality  of  rights,  nor  her  oon* 
ceded  courtesy  as  a  lady.  This  was  neither  just  nor  «rnltant,  but  to  mo  it  wns 
vastly  preferable  to  those  appeals  made  to  mc  us  a  lady — appeals  width  never 
would  have  been  made  to  a  man  under  the  same  circumstances;  and  which 
only  aenred  to  ehow  me  the  estimation  In  which  th<qr  held  womanhood.  It 
reminded  me  of  a  XMnark  whleh  wee  made  concerning  Che  Brick  Chapel  meet* 
ing:  ''If  yoa  had  epoken  words  of  flattery,  they  would  have  done  what  yon 
wanted." 

Let  the  past  be  the  past.  "  Let  the  dead  bury  their  dead,"  contains  trnths 
we  well  may  heed.  Is  God  the  impartial  Father  of  humanity?  Is  He  no 
respecter  of  penoas  f  Is  It  tme  that  there  Is  known  neither  male  nor  ftmale  In 
Christ  Jesoat  Inmy  heertof  hearts,  IbeUeveitis  all  trae.  I  beUere  it  Is  tiie 
ftnmdation  of  the  Golden  Rule.  And  now  let  me  tell  you  in  conclusion  :  if  it 
be  tnic.  this  truth  shnll  steal  into  your  souls  like  the  arccnts  of  childhood  ;  it 
shall  couK-  like  a  bright  vision  of  lin]>e  to  the  desponding ;  it  shall  fliish  upon 
the  incredulous :  it  shall  twine  like  a  chain  of  gulden  argumeuU«  about  the 
reason  of  the  skeptic 

Wm.  Llotd  GAHRisoir,  having  listened  to  the  narration  of  the  action  of  the 
Wortd's  ConTention  in  New  York,  said :  I  rise  to  offer  some  resolntiona  by 
whidi  the  sen^e  of  this  Convention  may  be  obtained.  I  happened  to  be  an  eye- 
witness of  these  proceedings,  and  I  bear  witness  to  the  accuracy  <>f  the  account 
given  us  this  evening  by  Miss  Brown,  I  have  seen  many  tumultuous  meetings 
in  my  day,  but  I  think  on  no  occasion  have  I  ever  seen  anything  more  disgraco- 
fbl  to  onr  common  humanity,  than  when  Mies  Brown  attempted  to  speak  upon 
tiie  platform  of  the  World's  Tempeianoe  Convention  in  aid  of  tiie  glorlotis  caoae 
which  had  brought  that  Convention  together.  It  was  an  outbreak  of  pnssion, 
contempt,  indignation,  and  every  vile  emotion  of  the  soul,  throwing  into  the 
shade  almost  everything  coming  fmni  the  vilest  of  the  vile,  that  I  have  ever 
witnessed  on  any  <  ccaiiion  or  under  any  circumstances  ;  venerable  men,  claim- 
mg  to  be  holy  men,  the  ambaesadors  of  Jesus  Christ,  losing  al!  self-respect  and 
transforming  themselves  into  the  most  unmsnnerly  and  violeat  spirits,  merely 
on  account  of  the  sex  of  the  individual  who  wished  to  address  the  assembly. 

Miss  Brown  was  a.skt  il  wliile  standing  on  the  platform,  "  Do  you  love  the 
tempenince  cause  ?"  What  could  have  been  more  insulting  than  such  a  ques- 
tion as  that  at  that  moment?  What  but  the  temperance  cause  had  brought  her 
to  the  Convention  t  Why  had  she  been  delegated  to  take  her  seat  in  that  body 
except  on  the  ground  that  she  was  a  devoted  IHend  of  the  temperance  entopilaa, 
and  had  an  interest  in  every  movement  pertaining  to  the  total  abstinence  oauaef 
She  had  been  delepUed  there  by  total  abstinence  societies  because  of  her  fitness 
as  a  temperance  woman  to  advocate  the  temperance  cause,  so  dear  to  the  hearts 
of  all  those  who  love  perishing  humanity.  Was  it  the  love  of  the  temperance 
cause  that  raised  the  outcry  against  her?  or  was  it  not  simply  contempt  of 
woman,  and  an  unwillingness  that  she  should  stand  np  anywhere  to  bear  her 
testimony  against  popular  wrongs  and  crimes,  the  curses  of  tiie  race  ? 

Miss  Brows:  Allow  me  to  state  one  incident.    A  Doctor  of  IMvinity  was 
present  at  the  meeting.    Hi-*  son  and  daughter-in-luw  stated  to  me  the  fact. 
I  said  to  my  father,  you  had  stormy  times  at  the  Convention  to-day."   ^  Yes,** 
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Mid  the  ikther,   stormy  tames.**  Said  the  son,  **  Wky  didn't  yoo  sllow  her  to 

speak  I "    -'Ah,"  said  the  Doctor.  *•  it  w  as  the  principle  of  the  thing ! "    But  it 
so  h»ipp<'TH  (l  that  the  son  and  daughter  thought  the  principle  a  wrong  one. 

Mr.  LiARuisoK  :  Yes,  it  was  the  principle  that  was  at  stake.  It  was  not  sim- 
ply the  making  of  a  speech  at  lliat  CcmfsotfoB,  by  a  woman.  By  her  speaking 
somsthfaig  more  was  impKed,  ihr  tf  womaa  eoidd  epcak  there  and  for  ^at  ob- 
iect,  she  might  speak  sliawhere  'for  another  object,  and  she  might,  pnradTent- 
ure,  as  my  friend  dors,  proceed  to  occnpv  a  pulpit  and  settle  over  a  congrega- 
tion. In  fact,  there  is  no  knowing  where  the  precedent  would  lead  ;  reminding 
me  of  the  man  who  hesitated  to  leave  off  his  profanity,  because  having  left  that 
off  he  shoald  have  to  leave  off  drinking,  and  if  be  lelt  off  drinking  he  should 
haTO  to  leave  off  bis  tol>acoo  and  other  rile  habits.  His  liked  symmeliy  of  chai^ 
act<*r,  and  so  he  was  unwilling  to  take  the  first  step  toward  reform. 

The  principle  for  which  Mi-^s  Brown  contended,  was  this:  eviTv  society  has 
a  right  to  determine  who  shall  represent  it  in  conventiun.  Invitation  was 
given  to  the  "whole  worid  **  to  meet  there  In  eoovention,  to  promote  the  eanae 
ofTempersace.  Our  friend  needed  no  credentials  mider  the  call.  It  is  tnie 
all  societies  were  invited  to  send  delegates,  but  in  addition  to  that  all  the 
friends  of  Temperance  throughout  the  world  were  expressly  and  earnestly  invited 
to  be  pre^Dt,  and  under  that  last  express  invitation  she  had  a  right  to  come  in 
aa  aa  earnest  friend  of  the  cause,  and  take  her  seat  in  the  CoDvention.  \N  hen  a 
body  like  that  comes  tugether,  the  ]Nrindple  is  this,  each  delegate  stands  on  the 
same  footing  ns  every  other  delegate,  and  no  one  delegate  nor  any  number  of 
delegate*'  hn**  a  right  to  exclnde  any  other  dclrgate  who  has  been  sent  there  by 
any  like  society.  Our  friend  had  credentials  from  two  societies,  and  tlius  was 
doubly  armed;  but  she  was  put  down  l>y  a  most  disgraceful  uiioority  of  the 
Convention,  who  succeeded  in  carrying  their  point  In  view  of  all  this,  I  would  * 
present  for  the  action  of  this  Convention  the  following  reeolutions : 

Whereas,  a  cordial  invitation  having  been  extended  to  all  temperance  socie- 
ties and  all  the  friends  of  temperance  throughout  the  world,  to  meet  personally 
or  by  delegates  in  a  "  World's  Temperance  Convention  *'  in  the  city  of  Kew 
Tork,  Sept  Vtb  and  7th,  1868; 

And  whersao,  accepting  this  Invitation  in  the  spirit  in  which  It  was  apparentiy 
given,  the  Scmtb  Butler  Temperance  AssociatioD»"  and  the  Rochester  Toronto 
Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,"  duly  empowered  the  Rev.  Antoinette  L. 
Brown,  to  act  in  that  Convention  as  their  delegate,  representative,  and  advocate. 

And  whereas,  on  presenting  herself  at  the  time  specified,  her  credentials  were 
received  by  the  Committee  on  the  roll  of  the  Convention,  but  on  rising  to  ad- 
drssa  the  assembly  (though  declared  by  the  President  U>  be  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  although  his  decision  wan  rei>e;itedly  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the 
delegtiles)  she  was  met  with  derisive  outcries,  insulting  jeers,  nnd  the  most 
rowdyish  manifestations,  by  a  shamelexn  minority,  led  on  by  the  Hev.  John 
Chambers,  of  Philadelphia,  and  encouraged  by  Gen.  Carey,  f>f  Ohio,  and  other 
proftssed  friends  tsn|)erance  canse— so  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  her 
to  be  heard,  and  thus  virtually  exclurling  her  fhmi  the  Convention  in  an  igno- 
minious manner,  solely  on  accoimt  of  her  being  n  woman  ;  therefore. 

Betolted^  That  in  the  Judgment  of  this  Convention,  the  treatment  rect  ived  by 
the  Rev.  Antoinette  L.  Brown  in  the  •*  World's  Temperance  Convention'' 
(fobely  so  called)  wis  in  the  highcet  degree  disgraoefol  to  that  body,  Insnlti  ng  to 
11 
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Hio  societies  whose  credeotials  she  bore,  worthy  onlj  of  those  who  are  filled 
with  RtroDg  drink,  tnd  a  MMidil  to  tih«  temperance  moTetnait. 

BmoM^  That  tbe  thanln  of  tbia  OonveatioD  be  gtvea  to  Miaa  Brown,  five 
havinfir  aooepted  the  credentials  so  honorably  profiered  to  her  by  tlie 

temperance  societies  aforesaid,  and  claiming  a  right,  not  a^  a  Mf)m:m.  but  as  a 
duly  authorized  delep^ate,  nn  eloquent  and  devoted  advocate  of  the  temperance 
enterprise,  to  a  seat  and  voice  in  the  *'  World's  TemixTance  Convi  utioti ;  "  and 
for  the  iijrm,  dignified,  and  admirable  manner  in  which  she  met  the  storm  of 
opprobriam  and  inaalt  which  so  fiuiooBly  aatailed  her  on  her  atteinptinf(  to  ad- 
vocate the  benefloant  moTement  for  the  promotion  of  which  the  Convention  waa 
cxpre?!8ly  called  together* 

Hon.  Joshua  R.  GrDDrNT.s  :  Ladies  and  gentlemen.  altliou£jh  I  had  d-  '^iuned 
to  take  no  active  part  in  the  proceeciings,  I  can  not  avoid  rising,  to  !>econ«i  tliat 
resoluiiiiii.  When  1  learned  of  the  appointing  of  this  Convention,  it  brought  a 
thrill  of  joy  to  me.  I  had  read  the  tranaacUona  to  which  tbe  lady  baa  made 
each  feeling  allnaion.  1  had  read  and  monmed  over  them,  and  I  r^oiced  that 
an  opportunity  was  to  b«  given  to  t'le  people  of  Cleveland,  and  tbia  Western  R©- 
•erve,  to  terxler  their  thanks  to  this  Convention,  which  had  been  appointed  to 
meet  upon  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie;  and  that  they  also  might  s'Ce  what  sori  of  a 
greeting  tbe  friendfl  of  the  rights  of  woman  would  receive  here.  And  I  now 
rq)oioe  at  the  hearty  aunner  in  mVkHi  the  ConTcntion  haa  pfoceeded.  I  r^olca 
at  the  treatment  the  Convention  baa  reeeived.  Then  I  waa  about  to  aay,  the 
li^giea  of  New  York,  if  they  eonid  see  and  know  all  that  they  might  see  here; 
would  not  be  like  pome  spirits,  whom  Swtdenborg  says  he  saw  in  the  other 
world.  He  found  $>pirits  who  had  been  departed  several  >  ear;*,  who  had  not  yet 
learned  that  they  were  dead.  I  think  Rev.  John  Chambers  would  now  look  down 
•  and  begin  to  suspect  that  he  had  departed. 

My  fiienda,  I  know  not  how  the  remarka  of  liisa  Brown  fell  upon  yonr  eara. 
I  can  only  any  tliat  they  stnick  me  with  deep  feelings  of  moriification,  that  at 
this  noontide  of  the  nineteenth  century  any  human  being,  who  can  give  her 
thonijht'^  to  an  assembly  in  the  eloquent  manner  in  which  she  has  spoken  to  us, 
has  Id  t  ii  treated  as  she  was  ;  and  when  this  resolution  of  reproof  by  my  friend 
from  Massachusetts  was  presented,  I  resolved  to  rise  and  second  it,  and  express 
myaelf  willing  that  it  be  aent  oat  in  the  report,  that  I  moat  heartily  concur  in 
the  ezpreadona  contahied  in  theae  reaolntiona. 

William  L.  Garkisox  :  I  wish  to  make  one  statement  in  regard  to  General 
Carey,  to  show  that  he  does  not  himself  act  on  consistent  principles,  in  this 
matter.    The  last  niiniher  of  the  PthUKiilrimui  Frcf-inun  contains  an  account  of 
a  temperance  gathering  held  in  Kennett  Square.  Thai  square  is  for  that  region 
the  beadqnartera  of  AboKtioniata,  Liberals,  Come-ooten,  and  ao  forth.   In  that 
meeting  women  were  appointed  ibr  Vioe-Preaidenta  and  Secretaries  with  men, 
and  there  was  a  complete  miztore  thronghout  the  committees  witboat  regard 
to  fsex  ;  and  who  do  you  think  were  tho^e  who  s]>oke  on  that  nrrasion  recog-- 
nizini;  tliat  woman  was  equal  with  man  in  that  gathering?    The  tirsi  was  li. 
W.  Jackson,  of  Boston,  who  made  himself  very  conspicuous  in  the  exclusion 
of  women  (torn  the    Worid'a  Convention**;  second.  Judge  O'Neil,  of  Sontb 
Carolina,  who  apoke  at  New  York,  and  who  was  also  very  active  in  tbe  etetm 
to  exclude  Miss  Brown  :  last  of  all  was  General  Carey,  of  Ohio ;  and  three  days 
afterward  they  wended  their  way  to  New  York,  and  there  conapired  with  otiicin 
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topri  veut  a  delegate  from  being  aduiitted,  ou  the  ground  of  being  a  woman ; 
showing  that  while  ftt  olcl  Eennett  tbqr  were  vilUng  to  conform,  finding  it 
wmild  bo  popular;  in  New  Yoik  they Jotned  in  this  brotal  proacription  of  a 
woman,  only  becanae  she  was  a  woman. 

LrcT  Stone  :  I  know  it  is  time  to  take  the  question  npon  these  resolutions, 
but  I  wish  to  say  one  word.  When  n  world's  convention  of  any  kind  is  called 
— when  the  Kcv.  Drs.  fhambprs.  Howett,  Mar>^h.  and  I  don't  know  how  many 
mure,  backed  up  bj  a  part  of  those  who  were  in  that  convention,  are  ready  to 
ignore  the  eaiatenoe  of  woman,  it  should  show  ns  something  of  the  amount  of 
labor  we  baye  to  do,  to  teach  the  world  even  to  know  that  we  are  a  part  of  it ; 
and  when  women  tell  us  they  don't  want  any  more  righta,  I  wnnt  them  to  know 
that  they  are  held  to  hnvo  no  ri{»ht  in  any  world's  convention.  I  took  up  a 
book  the  other  day,  written  by  the  Rev.  !Mr.  Davis,  in  which  he  sketches  the 
•events  of  the  last  fifty  years.  lie  states  that  the  Sandwich  Islands  at  one  time 
had  one  missionaiy  at  anch  a  station ;  Mr.  Green — and  hia  wife !  Then  be 
went  on  to  state  another  where  there  were  nineteen,  and — ^their  wives  I  Now 
these  arc  straws  on  the  sorftce,  but  they  indicate  "  which  way  the  wind  blowa." 
and  indicate,  in  eonio  sonso,  the  estimation  in  which  woman  is  held.  I  men- 
tion these  facts  so  that  we  may  see  something  of  the  length  of  the  way  we  must 
tread,  before  we  shall  even  be  recognized. 

The  reader  will  eee  from  these  debates  the  anionnt  of  prejudice, 
-wickedDess,  and  violence,  woman  was  compelled  to  meet  from  all 
'Cilaaaea  of  men,  especially  the  clei^,  in  those  early  days,  and  on  the 
other  hand  the  wisdom,  coorage,  and  mild  eelf-aesertion  with  which 
#he  fought  her  battle  and  con(|uered.  There  is  not  a  man  living 
who  took  part  iu  that  diegracefnl  row  who  would  not  gladly  blot 
ont  that  page  in  his  personal  history.  ]>iit  the  few  noble  men — * 
lawyers,  statesmen,  clergymen,  philanthropists,  poets,  orators^  phi- 
losophers— will)  have  remained  steadfast  and  loyal  to  woman  through 
jdl  her  struggles  for  freedom — have  been  brave  and  generous  enough 
to  redeem  their  sex  from  the  utter  contempt  and  distmst  of  all 
womankind. 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  AT  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

In  1855,  Octoberl7th  and  ISth,  the  )>eopIe  of  Cindnnati,  Ohio, 
•were  summoned  to  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  Woman's 
Bights.  A  brief  report  in  the  dty  journals,  is  all  we  can  find  of 
the  proceedings.  From  these  we  learn  that  the  meetings  were  held 
in  Nixon's  Hall,  that  some  ladies  wore  bloomers,  and  some  gentle- 
men shawls,  that  the  audiences  were  large  and  enthusiastic,  that  the 
cariosity  to  see  women  who  could  make  a  speech  was  intense. 
Martha  C.  "Wright,  of  Auburn,  a  ?i>ter  of  Lucretia  Mott,  was  chosen 
Prwident.  On  the  platform  sat  Mrs.  Mott,  Hannah  Tracy  Cutler, 
Josephine  S.  Griffing,  Mary  S.  Anthony,  of  Bocheater,  I^.  Y. ;  £r. 
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nestme  L.  Kose,  Adeline  Swift,  Joseph  ]krker,  an  Englishman,  an 
ex-inember  of  Parliament,  Lucy  iStone  and  her  husband,  Henrv  B. 
BlackwoU,  recently  married.  Jilre.  Stone  did  not  take  her  husband's 
name,  because  she  believed  a  woman  had  a  right  to  an  individual 
exifltenoe,  aod  an  individiial  name  to  designate  that  eziftenee. 

After  the  election  of  offioen,*  the  President  stated  the  objeet  of  the 
Cunyention  to  be  to  seenre  equality  with  man  in  social,  dTil,  and 
political  rights.  It  was  only  seven  years,  she  ssid,  since  thia  move> 
ment  commenced,  sioee  our  first  Convention  was  called,  in  timidity 
and  doubt  of  our  own  strength,  our  own  capscity,  our  own  powers  ; 
now,  east,  west,  north,  and  even  south,  there  were  found  advocates 
of  woman's  rights.  Tiie  newspapers  which  ridiculed  and  slandered 
us  at  first,  are  beginning  to  give  impartial  accounts  of  our  meetings* 
Newspapers  do  not  lead,  but  follow  public  opinion  ;  and  doing  so, 
they  go  through  three  stages  in  regard  to  reforms ;  they  first  ridi- 
cule them,  then  report  them  without  comment,  and  at  la*it  openly 
advocate  them.  We  seem  to  be  still  in  the  iirst  stage  on  thia 
question. 

AfrH.  CcTi.Kn  said:  "Let  tlicre  be  light,  and  there  was  lifjht."  "And  many 
shall  run  to  nud  fro,  and  knowleilge  shall  be  increased.''  Tlii<  lic'd,  this  in- 
crease  of  kuonledgc,  wcare  seeking.  Men  have  always  applied  tlie  last  text 
to  tb«maclTes,  snd  did  not  expect  womtn  to  mn  to  and  fro  and  increase  in 
knowledge.  They  objected  to  her  raising  ber  voice  rn  this  platform  in  the 
pursuit  or  diffusion  of  knowledge ;  but  when  she  is  employed  upon  theatege  to 
jmini-^ter  to  everything  that  pollutes  nnd  dcijradcs  mnn,  no  voice  was  raisod 
against  it.  It  was  but  a  few  years  ago  tliiit  a  French  queen  brought  over  with 
her  to  the  Britiah  Idea,  a  male  mantua>maker.  It  was  not  supposed  then  that 
woman  wae  capable  of  fitting  woman^a  clothes  properly.  She  baa  since  f^vanced 
to  have  the  charge  of  man's  wardrn])c;  and  it  will  be  fight  wben  the  time 
comes,  for  man  to  take  cure  of  himself.  Coo8ervatii»m  opposes  this  now  ;  but 
I  love  conservatism  ;  it  is  guarding  our  iostitutiuus  until  the  new  mother  is 
prepared  to  take  the  charge. 

I  desire  that  marriasre  shall  not  be  simply  a  domestilG  union  as  in  early  days, 
or  a  social  one  as  it  has  now  become,  but  a  complete  and  perfect  union,  con- 
ferring equal  ritjhts  on  l>nth  pirtics.  I  desire  li^rlit  from  the  source  of  light. 
The  question  is  frequently  asked,  "What  more  do  these  women  want  ?"  A 
lady  in  Ciucinna  i  t«>id  me  that  she  did  not  desire  any  change,  for  she  thought 
we  had  now  entirely  the  best  of  it ;  while  the  men  toiled  in  their  shops  and 
oflioes.  the  women  walked  the  streets  sptendidly  dressed,  or  lonnged  at  home 
with  nothing  to  do  but  spend  the  money  their  husbands  earned.  I  never 
understood  the  elevating  effect  »>f  the  elective  franchise  until  I  went  to  England 
where  so  few  enjoy  it  I  attended  a  political  meeting  during  the  canvass  of' 
Derby,  as  a  reporter  fat  three  or  four  poUtical  p^Mcs  in  the  United  Statesi 
One  of  the  candidates  proposed  to  lq;l8late  far  universal  snflfrsge ;  his  opponent 
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replied  by  showing  the  effect  of  it  upon  France,  which  he  declared  was  the 
only  country  in  wliich  it  existed.  "  Yati  t(>i<Tot,"  exclaimed  one,  "  America  1" 
"  .America  1  never  name  her  !  a  land  of  three  millions  of  slaves."  The  multi- 
tude would  not  belieye  this ;  they  shouted  in  derision,  whenever  the  speaker 
attempted  to  Mtame.  Amerioft  was  their  laat  hope.  If  that  oountiy  wm  i^ven 
op  to  slareiy,  they  ooald  only  despair.  Party  leaden  roee  and  tried  to  oalni 
them  as  Christ  ealined  the  sea,  bat  they  could  do  nothing.  You  are  an  Amer- 
ican,** said  one  near  me;  "get  up  and  defend  your  country  1"  "What  could  I 
my  ?  I  spoke,  however,  and  plec^ged  them  that  the  stain  of  alayery  should  be 
wiped  out. 

Mr.  Wise,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  long  and  learned  addceia,  iNating  prin- 
cipally  of  geology  and  women.  He  chdmed  for  woman  more  even  tlian  she  tot 

bersell  He  said:  Women  are  generally  more  competent  to  vote  than  their 
husbands,  and  sisters  better  fitted  to  be  judges  than  their  brother^,  the  mother 
more  capable  of  wisely  exercising  the  elective  franchise  than  her  booby  son." 

LucT  Stone  said :  The  last  speaker  alluded  to  this  movement  as  being  that  of 
a  few  disappointed  women.  From  the  first  years  to  which  my  memory  streldies, 
I  have  been  a  disappdnted  woaum.  When,  with  my  brothers,  I  reached  forth 
after  the  sources  of  Icnowledgtt,  I  was  reproved  with  "It  isn't  fit  for  you;  it 
doesn't  belong  to  women."  Then  there  was  but  one  college  in  the  world  where 
women  were  admitted,  and  that  was  in  RraTdl.  I  would  have  found  my  way 
there,  but  by  the  time  I  was  prepared  to  go,  one  was  opened  in  the  young  State 
of  Ohio— the  first  in  the  United  States  where  women  and  negroes  could  eiyoy 
opportonities  with  white  men.  I  was  disappointed  when  I  came  to  seek  a  pro- 
tbaAtm  worthy  an  immortal  being— every  employment  was  dosed  to  me,  except 
thoee  of  the  teacher,  the  seamstress,  and  the  housekeeper.  In  education,  in 
maniacre,  in  religion,  in  everythintr,  disappointment  is  the  lot  of  woman.  Tt 
shall  l)e  the  busines-4  of  my  life  to  deepen  this  disappointment  in  every  woman's 
heart  until  she  bows  down  to  it  no  longer.  I  wish  that  women,  instead  of  being 
walking  sliow-csses,  instead  of  begging  of  their  &tfaen  and  brothers  the  latest 
and  gayest  new  bonnet,  would  a«k  of  tibem  thdr  rights. 

The  question  of  Woman's  lUghts  is  a  practical  one.  ^le  notion  has  pre- 
vailed that  it  was  only  an  ephemeral  idea;  that  it  was  but  women  claiming  the 
right  to  smoke  cigars  in  the  streets,  and  to  frequent  bar-rooms.  Others  have 
supposed  it  a  question  of  comparative  intellect ;  others  still,  of  sphere.  Too 
asneh  has  already  been  aaid  and  written  about  woman's  sphere.  Trace  all  the 
doctrines  to  their  source  and  they  will  be  fimnd  to  have  no  baaiii  except  in  the 
usages  and  pv^dices  of  the  age.  Thi^  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  what  is  tolerated 
in  woman  in  one  country  is  not  tolerated  in  another.  In  this  country  women 
may  hold  prayer-meet inps,  etc.,  but  in  Molmmniedan  countries  it  is  written  upon 
their  mosques,  "  Women  and  dogs,  and  other  impure  animals,  are  not  permitted 
to  enter.**  Wenddl  PhiUips  says.  '*The  best  and  greatest  thing  one  is  cspable 
of  doing,  that  is  his  sphere.**  I  have  confidence  in  the  Father  to  believe  that 
when  He  l^vesns  the  capacity  to  do  anything  He  does  not  make  a  blnnder. 
I/cave  women,  then,  to  find  their  sphere.  And  do  not  tell  us  before  we  are 
horn  even,  that  our  province  is  to  cook  dinners,  darn  stockings,  and  sew  on 
buttons.  We  are  t><lJ  woman  has  all  the  rights  she  wants ;  and  even  women, 
I  am  ashamed  to  say,  tell  ns  so.  They  mistske  the  politeness  of  men  for 
rights— sests  while  men  stand  in  this  haU  to-nigfat»  and  their  adulations ;  bat 
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thoM  an  mm  oonrtedee.  We  want  righto.  The  floar-mercbant,  the  house* 
builder,  and  th«  postmaa  chaiga  ns  no  leas  on  aeooont  of  our  aez;  bat  when 

we  endearor  to  earn  numey  to  paj  all  tlic8«.  then,  indeed,  we  find  the  diUkrence. 
Man,  if  he  have  energy,  may  hew  out  for  himself  a  path  where  no  mortal  hm 
ever  trod,  held  back  by  nothing  but  what  is  iu  himself;  the  world  is  all  be- 
fore him,  where  to  choose ;  and  we  are  glad  for  you,  brothers,  men.  that  it  is 
80.  Bnt  the  aame  sooiety  that  driTea  Ibrth  the  jomig  nan,  kecpa  woman  at 
home— a  dependent — working  little  cats  on  worsted,  and  little  doga  on  pane* 
tnred  paper;  but  if  she  pfoes  heartily  and  bravely  to  give  herself  to  some  wf)r- 
thy  purpose,  she  is  out  of  her  sphere  and  she  Icses  caste.  Women  working  in 
tailor-shops  arc  paid  one-third  as  much  as  men.  Some  one  in  Philadelphia  has 
atated  that  women  make  flna  ahlrta  tn  tweWe  and  a  half  cento  apieoe ;  that  no 
woman  can  make  more  than  nine  a  week,  and  the  sum  thus  eanied,  nfter 
deducting  rent,  fuel,  etc.,  leaves  her  jnst  three  and  a  half  cents  a  day  for  bread. 
Is  it  a  wonder  that  women  are  driven  to  prostitution  ?  Female  tejichers  in 
New  York  are  paid  fifty  dollars  a  year,  and  for  every  such  situation  there  are 
five  hmdrad  npplicanta.  I  know  notrwhat  yon  believe  of  6od»  but  I  beliere 
He  gave  yeaninga  and  longings  to  be  filled,  and  that  He  did  not  mean  all  our 
time  should  be  devoted  to  feeding  and  clothing  the  body.  The  present  con- 
dition of  woman  causes  a  horrible  perversion  of  the  marriage  relation.  It  is 
asked  of  d  lady,  *'  Has  she  married  well  ? "  "  Oh,  yes,  hor  husband  is  rich." 
Woman  most  marry  fer  »  home,  and  yon  men  are  the  aafiiaren  by  this ;  for  a 
wonmn  who  loathea  yon  may  marry  yon  beeauae  jon  bare  the  mrana  to  get 
money  which  dm  can  not  have.  But  when  woman  Can  enter  the  lists  with  yon 
anil  make  money  for  herself,  she  will  marry  yon  only  for  deep  wid  eameat 
affection. 

I  am  detaining  yoa  too  long,  many  of  you  standing,  that  I  ought  to 
npologiie,  bnt  women  havo  been  wroiqped  ao  long  that  I  may  wrong  yon 

a  little.  (Applaus(  I.  A  woman  undertook  in  Lowell  to  aell  ahoea  toladiea. 
3Ien  laugheil  at  her,  but  in  six  yeirs  slic  has  run  them  all  out,  and  has 
u  monopoly  of  the  trade.  Sarah  Tyndale,  whose  husband  was  an  importer  nf 
ciiiua,  and  died  bankrupt,  continued  l»is  business,  paid  off  his  debts,  and  has 
made  a  fbrtnne  and  built  the  l  irgest  china  warehonae  in  the  world.  (Mrs.  Holt 
here  corrected  Lncy.  ISfrs.  Tjndale  hna  not  the  largest  china  warehonae,  but 
the  larfre^t  assortment  of  china  in  the  workl).  Mrs.  Tyndale,  herself,  drew  the 
plan  of  her  warehouse,  and  it  is  the  best  plan  ever  drawn.  A  laborer  to  ^  bom 
the  architect  showed  it,  said:  "Don't  she  know  c'cn  as  much  as  some  men?'* 
I  have  seen  a  woman  at  manual  labor  turning  out  chair-legs  in  a  cnbinet^bop, 
with  a  dreaa  abort  enough  not  to  drag  in  the  afaatringa.  I  wish  other  women 
would  imitate  her  in  this.  It  made  her  hands  harder  and  broader,  it  Im  true, 
but  I  think  a  hand  with  a  dolliir  and  a  quarter  a  day  in  it,  better  than  one  with 
a  croi^Bcd  nincpence.  The  men  in  the  shop  didn't  use  tobacco,  nor  swear — 
they  can't  do  tbcae  thinga  where  there  are  women,  and  we  owe  it  to  our  broth- 
era  to  go  wherem  th«'y  work  to  keep  them  decent.  The  widening  of  woman^ 
aphere  is  to  improve  hor  lot  Let  us  do  It,  and  if  the  world  acofl^  let  it  scoff— 
if  it  sneer,  let  it  sneer — -but  we  will  goon  emulating  the  example  of  the  sisters 
Grimkti  and  Abby  Kelly.  When  they  first  lectured  against  slavery  they  were 
not  Hatened  to  aa  reapectfiilly  as  yon  Helen  to  us.  So  the  first  female  physician 
meeto  many  diffic-ilties,  but  to  the  next  the  path  will  be  made  easy. 
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Lacrttia  Mott  has  been  a  preaclu  r  for  years  ;  lirr  right  to  do  go  is  not  ques- 
tioned among  Friends.  But  when  Antoinette  Hrown  felt  that  8he  was  com- 
manded to  preach,  and  to  arrest  tbeprogrcHs  of  thousatids  that  were  on  tlie  road 
to  hell ;  why,  when  the  applied  for  ordination  the;  acted  as  though  they  had 
rather  the  whole  world  ehoold  go  to  taeD,  than  that  Antoinette  Brown  ahotiM  be 
allowed  to  tell  ibem  how  to  keep  out  of  it.  She  is  now  ordained  over  a  p  irish  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  but  when  she  meets  on  the  Temperance  pl.ttform  tlie  Rev. 
John  Chambers,  or  your  own  Gen.  Carey  (applause)  they  greet  her  with  hisses, 
Theodore  Parker  aaid :  The  aoom  that  the  schoul-boy  carries  in  his  pocket 
and  the  squirrel  slows  in  his  eheek,  baa  in  it  the  possibility  of  an  oak,  able  to 
withstand,  for  agea,  the  cold  winter  and  the  driving  blan."  I  have  seen  the 
acorn  men  and  women,  but  never  the  perfect  oak  ;  all  are  but  abortions.  The 
young  mother,  when  tirnt  the  new-born  babe  nentles  in  her  bmom.  and  a  hereto- 
fore unknown  love  springs  up  in  her  heart,  finds  herself  unprepared  for  this 
new  relation  in  Ufe,  and  she  sends  forth  the  ^ild  sesrred  and  dwarfiad  bj  her 
own  wsskness  and  inil>edttty,  as  no  stream  can  rise  higher  than  its  finintain. 

We  find  110  report  of  the  speeches  of  Frances  D.  CiaiJ:e,  Lydia  Ann 
Jenkins,  Ernestine  L.  Rose,  Euphemia  Cochrane,  of  Michigan,  nor 
J.  Mitchell,  of  Hiaaonrif  editor  of  the  Louis  InieUigencery  nor 
of  the  presenoe  of  James  Mott,  whoee  eenrioee  were  always  inTslo- 
able  on  the  oommittees  for  bnsinefle  and  resolntions. 

Id  1857,  the  Legielature  of  Ohio  paaeed  a  bill  enacting  that  no 
mairied  man  shall  diapoee  of  any  personal  property  without  having 
fiiat  obtained  the  consent  of  his  wife ;  the  wile  being  empowered  in 
case  of  the  violation  of  sncli  act,  to  commence  a  civil  suit  in  her  own 
name  for  the  recovery  of  said  property ;  and  also  that  any  married 
woman  whose  husband  shall  desert  her  or  ne^eet  to  provide  for  his 
&imily,  shall  be  entitled  to  his  wages  and  to  those  of  her  minor  chiU 
dren.  These  amendments  were  warmly  recommended  by  Gov.  Sal- 
mon P.  Chase  in  his  annual  message.  The  Select  Committee*  of 
the  Senate  on  the  petition  asking  the  right  of  suffrage  for  woman, 
reported  in  favor  of  the  |»ioposed  amendment,  recommending  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Iit!utlr('l,  Tlmt  tlie  Juiliciary  Connnittee  be  instructed  to  report  to  the  Sen- 
ate a  bill  to  submit  to  tliequaliUed  elector^  ut  tlio  next  election  for  Senators  and 
Kepreaentativea  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  whereby  the  elective  Irau- 
cltiae  ahall  be  extended  to  the  eitisens  of  Ohio  without  distinction  of  sex. 

But  the  bill  was  defeated  in  the  SnuUe  bv  a  vote  of  44  to  44. 
The  petition  had  received  10,000  signatures.  We  give  this  able  re. 
port  in  fnll.f 

Tlie  proceedings  of  these  early  Conventions  might  be  read  with 
pride  and  satisfaction  by  the  women  of  Ohio  to-day,  with  all  their 

*  J.  O.  Cattetl  and  H.  CaafleM.  t  Bee  Appendix. 
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guperior  advaiitairos  of  etlutatioii.  Frances  D.  Gage  was  a  iiatnra. 
omtor.  Her  wit  and  pathos  always  delii^Lted  her  amlieneeti,  and 
were  highly  appreciated  by  those  on  the  platform.  Iler  off-hand 
speeches,  ready  for  any  occasion,  were  exactly  complemented  hv  J. 
Elizabeth  Jones,  whose  carefully  prepared  essays  on  pliilosophy,  law, 
and  government,  would  do  honor  to  any  statesman.  Together  they 
were  a  great  power  in  Ohio.  From  this  time  Conventions  were 
held  annually  for  aeyeral  years,  the  friends  of  woman  suffrage  being 
thoroughly  organized ;  J.  Elizabeth  Jones  was  made  Genersl  Agent 
In  her  report  of  May  16th,  1861,  she  says : 

And  through  the  earnest  efforts  of  Mrs.  Robinson,  Mrs.  Gage,  Mrs.  Wilaon, 
Uts.  nklen,  aad  miiij  oflicn,  tli«  LegUIatare  was  petitioned  from  year  to  year 
for  a  rediMi  of  logal  and  political  wrooga.  At  a  later  period,  the  iadelktigable 
exertions  of  Mrs.  Adeline  T.  Bwift  sustained  the  interest  and  the  agitation  in 

such  portions  of  the  State  as  she  could  reach.  As  the  fruit  of  her  hibor,  many 
tboudands  of  names,  pleading  for  equality,  hare  been  presented  to  the  General 
Assembly,  which  labor  has  been  coutinued  to  the  present  time. 

Our  last  effort,  of  which  I  am  now  more  particuhirly  to  speak,  was  commenced 
eaii^  in  the  aeaaon,  by  ezteoal?e  ooireepoadeooe  to  enttat  sympathy  and  aid  in 
behalf  of  petidona.  Aa  aoon  aa  we  oould  get  the  pubUe  ear,  aerctal  lectniing 
agents  were  secured,  and  they  did  most  efficient  service,  bttth  with  tongue  and 
^  itb  ])en.  One  of  these  was  Mrs.  C.  I.  11.  Nichols,  of  Kansas,  formerly  of  Ver- 
mont ;  and  perhaps  no  iM?r»on  was  ever  l>etter  qualified  than  she.  K\ cr  ready 
and  ever  faithful,  in  public  and  in  private,  and  ever  capable,  too,  whether  di»- 
enaaing  the  onndition  of  woman  with  the  best  informed  members  of  the  legal 
profession,  or  striving  at  the  fireside  of  aome  indolent  and  ignorant  aister,  orer 
whoae  best  energies  death  is  creeping  like  an  untimely  ftoat»^*  to  waken  in  her 
heart  a  <le«ire  tor  tliat  wliirh  is  truly  noble  and  good 

Of  another  of  our  agents — Mrs.  Cutler,  of  Illinois — equally  as  much  can  be 
said  of  her  qualifications  and  her  efficiency.  Having  been  very  widely  ac- 
qoainted  with  the  aonrowfU  esperienoea  of  womeOf  both  abroad  and  in  oar 
own  country^  whieh  have  been  canaed  fay  their  inferior  portion,  and  by 
diaaUUties;  and  lamenting,  too,  as  only  great  aud  elevated  natures  can,  the 
ntter  wreck  of  true,  noble  womanhood  in  the  higher  circles  of  society,  a  neces- 
sity is  thus  laid  upon  ber  to  do  all  in  her  power  to  lift  both  classes  into  a  ireer, 
better  life. 

Mrs.  Frances  D.  Gage,  of  Ohio,  deeply  interested  herself  in  this  question  in 
the  beginning,  and  has  never  iUled  in  feithfhl  testimony  and  timely  word,  to 
promote  its  socceM.   Although  not  identified  with  as  aa  an  agent,  yet  we  had 

heractire  oo-operalion  dtuing  the  campaign.  Her  editorial  connection  with 
the  press,  and  her  lecture*!  on  the  Wo^Jt  India  Islands,  gave  her  abundant  oppor- 
tunity, which  she  did  not  fail  to  eni brace,  of  circulating  petitions  and  advo- 
cating the  cause  to  which  she  has  so  largely  given  her  energies. 

Besidea  the  Genersl  Agent,  whose  time  was  divided  between  oorrcspondeoce, 
teetoring,  and  the  general  deteila  of  the  morement,  there  were  other  and  moat 
efficient  workers,  especially  in  canvassing  for  signatures.  We  are  indebted  to 
Urs.  Anne  Ryder,  of  Cincinnati,  for  much  labor  in  this  direction ;  and  also  to 
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Ifn.  Howard,  of  Columbct*,  Kir  aimiUir  terrice.  Hits  Olyntpia  Brown,  %  gndn- 

ate  of  Antioch  College,  canvassed  several  towns  most  successfally — addin,; 
thousands  of  names  to  the  li^ts  heretofore  obtained.  Equally  zealous  •were 
women,  and  men  also,  in  various  sections  of  the  State.  B;  means  of  this  hearty 
co-qMndon,  both  bnuicbes  «f  tlie  Iicgidaliirtt  w«ra  flooded  witii  Woman^h 
Bigbtt  petitioBs  dining  the  first  part  of  tbe  seMion—ft  thomaad  and  eren  two 
thooeaiid  names  were  preiented  at  a  time. 

Our  main  object  this  year,  as  heretofore,  has  been  to  secure  personal  proper- 
ty and  parental  tights,  never  ignoring,  however,  the  right  to  legislate  for  our- 
selvM.  We  were  fortunate  in  tbe  commencement  in  enlisting  some  of  the  lead-  i 
lag  inflaenoea  of  the  State  in  ftvor  of  flia  movement  Peiaooa  occupying  the 
bighest  aoeial  and  political  pueition,  TOy  fiiUy  endorsed  our  cbdma  to  legal 
equality,  and  rendered  valuable  aid  by  jjtiblic  approval  of  the  same.  We  took 
measures  at  an  early  period  to  obtain  tho  assistance  of  the  press;  and  by  means 
of  this  auxiliary  our  work  has  been  more  fblly  recognized^  and  more  generally 
appreciated  than  it  eonid  othenriae  bsve  been.  Without  exception,  tbe  lead- 
ing ynmala  of  tbe  State  have  treated  onr  came  with  eonaideratioD,  and  gener- 
oualy  commended  tiie  ^forts  of  its  agents. 

So  numerous  were  the  petitions,  and  so  largely  did  they  represent  the  lM?8t 
constituency  of  the  State,  that  the  committees  in  whose  hands  they  were  placed, 
felt  that  by  all  just  parliamentary  usage,  they  were  entitled  to  a  candid  consid- 
eration. Aioeordfai^y  tb^  invited  lerwal  of  na  who  had  bera  imminent^  to 
defend  our  own  cause  in  the  Senate  chamber,  befbre  their  joint  Committee  and 
such  of  the  General  Assembly  and  of  the  public,  as  might  chofi^c  to  come  and 
listen.  From  the  reports  of  the  numerous  letter-writers  who  were  present,  I 
will  place  one  extract  only  upon  record. 

**  Tbe  Senate  chamber  waa  flUed  to  overflowing  to  bear  Mrs.  Jonea,  Cutler,  and 
G^e,  and  hnndreda  went  away  Ibr  want  of  a  phuM  to  stand.  Colamhns  has 
seldom  seen  so  refined  and  intelligent  an  audience  as  that  which  gathered 
round  those  earnest  women,  who  had  none  of  the  charm  of  youth  or  beauty  to 
challenge  admiration,  but  whose  heads  were  already  sprinkled  with  the  frrista 
of  life's  winter.  Earnest,  tmthfbl,  womanly,  richly  caltivated  by  tbe  experiences 
of  prsotical  life,  those  women,  mothers,  and  two  of  them  grandmothers,  pleaded 
for  the  right  of  a\  oman  to  the  fruit  of  her  own  genius,  labor,  or  skill,  and  for 
the  mother  her  riglit  to  be  the  joint  guardiim  of  her  own  ofTsprintr.  I  wish 
I  could  give  you  even  the  faintest  idea  of  tiie  brilliancy  of  tiie  scene,  or  the 
splendor  of  the  triumph  achieved  over  the  legions  of  prejudice,  the  cohorts  of 
injustice,  and  tbe  old  national  gnard  of  hoary  oonservatiam.  If  the  triumph  of 
a  prima  donna  is  someUung  to  boast,  what  was  the  triumph  of  these  tml-wom 
women,  when  not  only  the  members  of  the  Committee,  but  Senatois  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  House,  crowded  around  them  with  congratulations  and  assurances 
that  their  able  and  earnest  ai^umenta  bad  fully  prevailed,  and  the  prayers  of 
their  petitioners  mnat  be  granted.** 

The  address  of  the  first  speaker  waa  a  written  aignment  on  legal  righto.  It 
was  solicited  by  members  of  the  Oenwal  Aasembly  Ito  pabltoation,  and  dlstrib- 
nted  over  the  State  at  their  expense. 

Tbe  change  in  public  sentiment,  tlie  markefl  favor  with  which  our  cause 
began  to  be  regarded  in  the  judicial  and  legislative  departmcnU^,  cucourt^^ed 
VB  to  hope  that  if  equal  and  exact  justice  were  not  estebUsbed,  which  we  ooold 
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hardly  expect,  we  should  at  least  obtain  legnl  equality  in  many  particulars. 
The  Senate  committee  soon  reported  a  bill.  drufU'd  by  one  of  their  naa)t)er— 
Judge  Key— and  fiilly  endorsed  by  «11  the  judges  d  tlie  SapreoM  Courts  Mciif^ 
ing  to  the  maiticd  woman  the  use  of  her  real  eetate,  and  the  avilb  of  her  owb 
•epnrete  labor,  together  witti  radi  power  to  protect  her  property,  and  do  busi- 
ness in  hor  own  name,  hsi  men  possess.  The  last  provision  was  stricki'n  out 
and  the  bill  thus  amended  passed  both  Houses,  the  Benate  by  a  veiy  large  msr- 
jority. 

Although  liiis  secnres  to  ui  property  rights  in  »  meamre  only*  yet  it  U  • 
great  gain.  He,  who  in  atjjeet  bondage  baa  atrlTan  with  his  lettefs,  r^oea 

to  have  the  smallest  amonnt  of  their  weight  removed.  We  have,  therefore, 
reason  to  be  grateAil  not  only  for  the  benefits  we  shall  derive  from  this  Act.  h' t 
for  the  evidence  of  a  growing  sense  of  justice  on  the  part  of  those  who  cLiini 
for  themselves  the  exclusive  right  to  legislate.  Senator  Parish  had  already 
prepared  a  BIO  fbr  Onardianship,  and  to  diange  the  Laws  of  Deaoeot»  that 
something  more  than  a  paltiy  dower  shonld  be  seenred  to  the  widow  in  the 
conunon  estate ;  bnt  the  press  of  badness,  and  the  sadden  commencement  of 
open  ]:o<tilities  between  the  North  and  South,  precluded  all  p<^ssiibilitv  of 
further  lej^islation  in  our  behalf.  While  .ludgc  Key  has  deservtdly  received 
universal  tbanks  from  the  women  of  Ohio,  for  proposing  and  carrytag  through 
the  L^pslatare  the  Property  Bill,  they  are  do  less  indebted  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Parish  ibr  his  lUthfb]  defense  of  th^r  esose,  not  only  doting  the  present  aes. 
non.  but  in  years  past.  If  all  the  HonorslUe  Senaftora  and  Representatives 
who  have  {;iven  their  influence  in  favor  of  it  were  to  be  nienti(»ned,  and  all  the 
faithful  men  and  earnest  w<>nKn  who  bare  labored  to  promote  it.  the  list 
would  be  long  and  distiugui&hed.  J.  Elizabeth  Jo^'£s. 

Thus,  in  a  measure,  were  the  civil  rights  of  the  women  of  Ohio 
fiecurcd.  Some  of  those  who  were  influential  in  winning  this  modi- 
cum of  justice  have  already  pa8.<ed  awav  ;  some,  cnfecl)Ied  hv  age, 
are  incapable  of  active  work  ;  others  are  seeking  in  manj  latitudes 
that  rest  so  necessary  in  tlie  declining  years  of  life 

The  question  naturally  suggests  itself,  where  are  the  young  women 
of  Ohio,  wlio  will  take  up  this  noble  pause  and  carry  it  to  its  final 
triumph  ^  They  are  reaping  on  all  sides  the  hcnctits  achie\  ed  for 
them  l)y  others,  and  thev  in  turn,  hv  earnest  elTort.s  for  tlit-  unlran- 
chisemcnt  of  wiunau,  should  do  what  Uiey  can  to  broaden  tlie  lives 
of  tilt'  n<'\t  genenition. 

In  Ohio,  as  elsewhere,  the  cri'eat  conflict  between  the  North  and 
South  turned  the  thought.s  of  women  ftum  the  consideration  of  their 
own  rightf^,  to  the  life  of  the  nation.  .Many  of  tliem  spent  their  last 
days  and  waning  ]towGrs  in  the  military  ho.-pitals  and  sanitariums, 
ministering  to  sick  and  dying  soldiers  ;  others  at  a  later  ]»eriod  in  tlic 
service  of  the  freedmen,  guiding  them  in  their  lab<>r.-,  and  instructing 
them  in  their  schools  ;  all  alike  forgetting  that  justice  to  woman  was 
a  uioie  important  step  in  national  safety  than  fi'eedom  or  franchise 
to  any  race  of  men. 
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CHAPTER  VXL 
REMINISCENCES  BY  CLABINA  L  HOWARD  NICHOLS. 

Yerxobt:  Editor  WindJuun  County  Democrat— Froperty  Laws,  1S47  and  ISid— Ad> 

drcHed  the  L^tUtare  on  school  iiiflnge,  1852. 
Wisconsin  :  Woman's  State  Temperance  Socir  ty— LyJia  F.  Fowler  In  company— 

poeltion  of  Clengr— "  Woman's  Rij^bU  "  woolda't  do— Advertised  "  Men's  Rights." 
KManMB  t  Fraa  Btate  Bmlgiation*  1851  Qov.  SohliiKm  and  Sttnalor  Fomeray— Womn't 

RIchts  speeches  on  Steamboat,  and  at  Lawrence— Constitntlonal  Convention,  1859 — 

State  Woman  Saffirafce  Aaaodation— John  O.  Wattles,  President— Aid  from  tbe  f  rsacia 

Jaekfloti  Fniid— CoovMalDff  the  State—Sohool  floJInge  gafaMd. 
IfiBSOURi:  Leclurinir  ut  St.  Joseph,  1858,  on  Col.  Scott's  InTltatlon— Westport  and  the 

John  Brown  raid,  ltl58— SU  Loaia,  18M— Frsaces  D.  Oage,  Rev.  Wnu  Q,  Eliot,  and 

Bey.  lir.  Wecver. 

Ix  gathering  up  these  indiiriclual  memories  of  tbe  past,  we  feel 
there  will  be  an  arMed  interept  in  the  fact  that  we  shall  thus  have  a 
subjective,  as  well  as  an  objective  view  of  this  grand  movement  for 
woman's  enfraiicliisenieiit.  To  our  older  readers,  who  have  known 
the  actors  in  these  scenes,  they  will  come  like  the  far-off  whispers  of 
bv-ijone  friends :  to  vounijer  ones  who  will  never  see  the  faces  of 
the  noble  band  of  women  who  took  the  initiative  in  this  struggle,  it 
will  be  ahuo»t  as  pleasant  as  a  personal  introduction,  to  have  them 
speak  for  themselves ;  each  in  her  own  peculiar  style  recount  the 
experiences  of  those  eventful  years.  As  bat  few  remain  to  tell  the 
story,  and  eadi  life  has  made  a  channel  of  its  own,  there  will  be  no 
danger  of  wearying  the  reader  with  mnch  repetition. 

To  Clarina  Howard  Nichols  the  women  of  Kansas  are  indebted 
for  many  dvil  rights  they  have  as  yet  been  too  apathetic  to  exercise. 

Her  personal  presence  in  the  Constitntional  Convention  of  1S59, 
secured  for  the  women  of  that  State  libersl  property  rights,  eqnal 
gOftrdiaQBhip  of  their  children,  and  the  right  to  vote  on  all  school 
questions.  She  is  a  large-hearted,  brave,  faithful  woman,  and  her 
life  speaks  for  itself.  Her  experiences  are  indeed  the  history  of  all 
that  was  done  in  the  above-mentioned  States. 

VERMONT. 

I  was  bom  in  Towashend,  VViudhaui  County,  Vermont,  January 
25, 1810. 

From  1843  to  1853  inclusive,  1  edited  2'he  Windham  County 
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Demoerat^  pabUshed  by  mj  hnsband,  Geo.  W.  Nidiols*  at  Brattle- 
boro. 

Early  in  1847,  I  addressed  to  the  voters  of  the  State  a  series  of 
editorials  setting  forth  the  injn>tiee  and  miserable  economy  of  the 
property  disabilities  of  married  women.  In  October  of  the  same 
year,  Hon.  Larkin  Mead,  of  Brattleboro,  **  moved,"  as  lie  said.  "  by 
Mrs.  Nichols''  presentation  of  the  subject"  in  the  Dt'mocrat,  intro- 
duced in  the  Vermont  Senate  a  bill  securinji;  to  the  wife  real  and 
personal  property,  with  its  use,  and  power  to  defend,  convey,  and 
devise  as  if  "sole."  The  bill  as  passed,  secured  to  the  wife  real 
estate  owned  by  her  at  marriage,  or  acquired  by  ^ift,  devise,  or  in- 
heritance during  marriage,  with  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits,  as 
agaiiiBt  say  debts  of  tbe  husband ;  but  to  make  a  sale  or  eonreyance 
of  either  her  realty  or  its  use  valid,  it  most  be  the  joint  act  of  hus- 
band and  wife.  She  might  by  last  will  and  testament  dispose  of  her 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  any  interest  therein  descend- 
able to  her  hdrS)  as  if  *'  sole."  A  subsequent  Legislature  added  to 
the  latter  clanse,  moneys,  notes,  bonds,  and  other  assets,  accruing 
from  sale  or  use  of  real  estate.  And  tiiis  was  the  first  breath  of  a 
legal  civil  existence  to  Vermont  wives. 

In  1849,  Vermont  enacted  a  Homestead  law.  In  1  $.50,  a  bill  em- 
powering the  wife  to  insure,  in  her  own  interest,  the  life,  or  a  term 
of  the  life  of  her  husband  ;  the  annual  premium  on  such  insurance 
not  to  exceed  ^300  ;  a]>o  an  act  giving  to  widows  of  childless  hus- 
bands the  whole  of  an  estate  not  exceeding  iu  value,  and 
half  of  any  amount  in  e.\ce4*s  of  $1,000  ;  and  if  he  left  no  kin,  the 
whole  estate,  however  large,  became  thef  ])roperty  of  the  widow. 
Prior  to  this  Act,  the  widow  of  a  childless  husband  had  only  half, 
however  small  the  estate,  and  if  he  left  no  kindred  to  claim  it,  the 
reiuuining  half  went  into  the  treasury  of  the  State,  whose  gjiin  was 
the  town's  loss,  if,  as  occasionally  happened,  the  widow's  half  was 
not  safficient  for  her  support.^ 

In  1852,  I  drew  up  a  petition  signed  by  more  than  200  of  the 
most  substantial  business  men,  including  the  staunehest  conserva- 
tivesy  and  tax-paying  widows  of  Brattleboro,  asking  the  Legislature 
to  make  the  women  of  the  State  voters  in  district  school  meetings. 

Up  to  1860 1  had  not  taken  position  for  snfttige,  but  instead  of 


*  Mni.  Nirholg  had  written  up  a  case  occarrinu:  amons  tint  mtlwcilben  to  the  Dtmoerpt^ 
in  which  foOO,  the  whole  estate,  was  divided,  the  half  of  that  araouot  belncr  nil  tho  1.iw 
■Hawed  for  the  support  of  a  woniau,  Ihtu  iu  the  decline  of  life,  and  sent  tlfty  marked 
copies  of  the  paper  to  member!)  of  tlie  LegUature  elect.  One  of  them  Introduced  tine 
bni,  which  pMsed  the  flnt  dajr  of  the  Meelon. 
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disclAiming  its  advofarv  as  improper^  I  had,  since  1849,  shown  the 
absurdity  of  regarding  suffrage  as  unwomanly.  Having  failed  to 
secure  her  let';^!  riijhts  br  reason  of  her  disfranchisement,  a  woman 
must  look  to  the  ballot  for  self-protection.  In  this  cautious  way  I 
proceeded,  aware  that  not  a  liouse  would  be  opened  to  nic,  did  I  de-. 
mand  the  suffrage  bet\»!  e  convicting  men  of  l^;al  robbery,  through 
woman's  inability  to  defend  herself. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Educational  Committee  of  the 
House,  whose  chairman,  editor  of  the  Rutland  Herald,,  was  a  bitter 
opponent,  and  I  felt  that  he  would,  in  liis  report,  lampoon  "  Wom- 
an's Eights  "  and  their  most  prominent  advocates,  thus  sending  his 
poison  faito  aO  the  towns  ignorant  of  oar  objects,  and  strongtiieDing 
the  ah?eady  repellant  prejudices  of  the  leading  women  at  the  capital. 
I  wrote  to  Judge  Thompson,  editor  of  the  Oreen  Jiotiniain  .Five- 
man  (a  recent  accession  to  the  press  of  the  State  and  friendly  to  oar 
cause),  what  I  feared,  and  asked  him  to  plead  before  the  Committee 
and  interest  inflaential  members  to  protect  woman's  oaose  against 
abtise  before  the  Hoase.  He  ooanseled  with  leading  members  of 
the  three  political  parties— Whig,  Free-Soil,  and  Democrat— includ- 
ing the  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  they  advised,  as  the  best  course, 
that  Mrs.  Nichols  come  to  Montpelier,  and  they  would  invn'te  her, 
by  a  handsome  vote,  to  speak  to  her  petition  before  the  House." 
"  When,"  added  Judge  T.,  "  you  can  use  your  privilege  to  present 
the  whole  subjcr-t  of  Woman's  Rights.  Come,  and  I  will  stick  by 
vou  like  a  brother.''  I  went.  The  resolution  of  invitation  was 
adopted  with  a  single  dissentiiiu:  vote,  and  that  from  the  Chairman 
of  the  Educational  Committee,  who  unwittingly  made  the  vote 
unanimous  by  the  unfortunate  exclamation,  "  If  the  .lady  wants  to 
make  herself  ridiculous,  let  her  come  and  make  herself  as  ndicnlous 
as  possible  and  as  soon  as  possible,  but  I  don't  believe  in  this  scxam- 
ble  for  the  breeches  ! " 

In  concluding  my  plea  before  the  House  (in  whidi  I  had  cited 
the  statates  and  decisions  of  courts,  showing  that  the  husband  owned 
even  the  wife^s  clothing),  I  thanked  the  House  for  its  resolution,  and 
referred  to  the  ooneluding  remark  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Educa- 
tional Committee,  and  said  that  thoufj^  I  **had  earned  the  dress 
I  wore,  my  husband  owned  it — not  of  his  own  will,  bat  by  a 
lawadc^ted  by  bachelors  and  other  women's  husbands,"  and  added : 
I  will  not  appeal  to  the  gallantry  of  this  House,  but  to  its  manli- 
ness, if  such  a  taunt  does  not  come  with  an  ill  grace  from  gentle- 
men who  have  legislated  our  skirts  into  their  possession 'd  And 
will  it  not  be  quite  time  enough  for  them  to  taunt  us  with  being 
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after  their  \var(]i-<i1)es,  when  they  sliall  have  restored  to  us  the  legal 
right  to  our  own  ' 

With  a  how  1  tiinied  from  the  Speaker's  stand,  when  tlio  profound 
hush  of  as  tine  an  audience  as  earnest  woiuan  ever  addressed,  was 
broken  by  tlie  muffled  thunder  of  stamping  feet,  and  the  low,  dt  ep 
hum  of  pent-up  feeling  loosed  suddenly  from  restraint.  \  crowd 
of  ladies  from  the  galleries,  who  had  come  only  at  the  urgent  jjcr- 
sonal  appeal  of  Judge  Thompson,  who  had  spent  the  day  calling 
from  house  to  house,  and  who  a  few  months  hpfore  had  utterly 
foiled  to  persuade  them  to  attend  a  coarse  of  physiological  lectures 
from  Mrs.  Mariana  Johnson,  on  account  of  her  having  once  presided 
over  a  Woman's  Eights  Convention,  these  women  met  me  at  the 
foot  of  the  Speaker's  desk,  exclaiming  with  earnest  expressions  of 
sympathy :  "  We  did  not  know  before  what  Woman's  Rights  were, 
Mrs.  Kichols,  but  we  are  for  Woman's  Bights." 

Said  Mrs.  Thompson  to  me  upon  our  return  to  her  home:  "I 
broke  out  in  a  cold  perspirati  on  when  your  voice  failed  and  you 
leaned  your  head  on  your  hand."  *  "I  thought  you  were  going4o 
fail,"  continued  Mrs.  Thompson.  "Yes,"  said  the  Judge,  I  was 
vei  V  doubtful  how  it  would  come  out  when  I  saw  how  sensitive 
Mrs.  JSiclinlf;  was.  But,''  (turning  to  me),  "  you  have  had  a  com- 
pletc  triuinpii  I  That  iinal  express'ion  of  your  audience  was  perfect. 
Mr.  Ih  valil  with  his  outside  recruits  did  not  come  forward  with 
the  suit  of  male  attire  at  the  close,  as  he  had  advertised  he  would, 
(1  did  not  tell  Mrs.  N.  this,  my  dear,"  said  the  Judge.")  "lle'il 
catch  it  now,  in  the  House  and  out."    And  he  did  "catch  it." 

The  effort  brought  me  no  i-eproach,  no  ridicule  from  any  quarter, 
but  instead,  cordial  recognition  and  delicate  sympathy  from  unex- 
pected quarters,  and  even  from  those  who  had  heard  but  the  report 
of  persons  present.  The  editorial  criticism  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Educational  Committee,  paid  me  the  high  compliment  of  saying, 
that  ^  in  spite  of  her  efforts  Mrs.  l^ichols  could  not  unsex  herself ; 
even  her  voice  was  full  of  womanly  pathos."  The  report  of  the 
Committee  was  adverse  to  my  petition,  but  not  disrespectful. 
Though  the  petition  failed,  the  favoisble  impression  created  was 
regarded  as  a  great  triumph  for  woman's  rights. 

•  The  violent  UirobUnflr  of  Mn.  NMiols*  boirt^  wixnA  bjr  ber  wniaiial  pMltkm  mid  b«r 

tnteoee  onxiety  that  her  plea  mlf;ht  be  successful,  had  stoppr-J  bor  speakintf  at  the  close 
of  a  brief  preface  to  her  plea.  She,  however,  soon  rallied,  though  ber  voice  was  Ireroa- 
loua  throughout,  from  the  conviction  that  only  an  eminently  succeMfal  preM&taUoQ  of 
ber  subject,  could  spike  the  enemy's  bnttorlea  and  win  a  verdict  of  "jut  end  worn* 
anly."  Mrs.  Nichols  hoped  no  further  than  that.  She  f!i<)  not  ovpert  ronsfTViitivi-  Ver- 
mont to  yield  at  once  for  what  she  asked,  a*  she  stood  alone  with  Iter  paper  among  Uie 
INfCM ;  rad  tbefe  wm  no  other  adToeate  In  the  State  to  take  the  Sdd. 
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From  the  time  I  spoke  at  the  Worcester  Convention,  1850,  until 
1  left  for  Kansas,  October,  1854,  I  responded  to  frequent  calls  from 
town  and  neighborhood  committees  and  lyceuins — in  tlie  Lonnty 
and  adjoining  territory  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massaclnisetts  as 
well  as  Vermont,  to  lecture  or  join  in  debate  with  men  and  wornen, 
the  women  votinfj;  me  their  time,  on  the  subject  of  woman's  legal 
and  political  equality.  In  these  ncigliborhood  lyceums,  ministers 
and  deacons  and  their  wives  and  daughters  took  part.  GeMorally 
wives  were  a}jpointed  in  opposition  to  their  li unhands,  and  from 
their  rich  and  varied  experience  did  excellent  execution.  In  order 
to  secure  opposition,  I  used  to  let  the  negative  open  and  close,  other 
wise  the  debate  was  sure  to  be  tame  or  no  debate  at  all. .  In  ell  mj 
experience  it  was  the  same;  the  **afSrmatiTe"  had  the  merit  and 
tiie  argument. 

The  clergy  often  spoke — always  when  present— and  in  the  nega- 
tive, if  it  was  their  first  hearinf^ ;  and  without  a  single  exception 
they  fiused  the  andienoe  at  the  close  with  a  cordial  endorsement  of 
the  cause.  Said  one  such :  "  I  told  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  I 

bad  given  little  attention  to  the  subject,  and  yon  see  that  I  told  the 
truth.  Mrs.  ISichols  has  made  out  her  case,  and  let  her  and  the 
women  laboring  like  lior,  persevere,  and  woman  will  gJiin  her 
rights,"  "  Let  your  wife  go  all  she  can,"  said  one  of  these  con- 
verts to  Mr.  Nichols,  "  she  is  breaking  down  pn^jiidices  and  making 
friends  for  your  paper.  Your  j)olitical  opponents  have  represented 
her  as  a  masculine  brawler  for  rights,  and  tiiose  who  liave  never  met 
her  know  no  better.  I  went  to  hear  her,  full  of  misgivings  that  it 
might  be  so." 

In  the  winter  of  1852  I  went  as  often  as  twice  a  week — late  p.m. 
and  returned  early  a.m. — from  six  to  twenty  miles.  I  was  sent  for 
where  there  was  no  railroad.  I  often  heard  of  "  ready-made  pants," 
and  once  of  a  mil,"  but  the  greater  the  opposition,  the  greater 
the  victory. 

On  a  clear,  cold  morning  of  January,  1852, 1  found  myself  some 
six  miles  from  home  at  a  station  on  the  Vermont  side  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts  State  line,  on  my  way  to  Templeton,  Mass.,  whither  I  had 
been  invited  by  a  Lyceum  Cknnniittee  to  lecture  upon  the  subject  of 
Woman's  mghts."  I  had  scarcely  settled  myself  in  the  rear  of  the 
ealoon  for  a  restful,  careless  two  hours'  ride,  when  two  men  entered 
the  oar.  In  the  younger  man  I  recognised  the  sheriff  of  our  county. 
Having  giyen  a  searching  glance  around  the  car,  the  older  man,  with 
«  significant  nod  to  his  companion,  laid  his  band  apon  the  saloon 
door  an  instant,  and  every  person  in  the  oar  had  risen  to  his  feet, 
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electrified  by  the  wail  of  a  Baehel  monrnixig  for  her  children."  "  O. 
father  I  ahe'a  my  ebild  I  $h^9  my  <Md  /  "  I  reached  the  door,  which 
was  guarded  hy  the  sheriff,  in  a  oonditioii  of  mental  exaltation  (or 
concentration),  whieh  to  thia  daj  reflects  Iteelf  at  the  rooolleetion  of 
tiiat  agonizing  cry  of  the  beantifol  joung  mother,  set  upon  by  the 
mjTmidoDS  of  the  law  whoee  baae  inhumanity  shames  the  bmtol 
Who  is  itf "  What  is  it?"  What  does  it  all  meant''  were 
the  anzlons  qneries  pat  op  on  all  sides*  I  answered :  <<It  means, 
my -friends,  that  a  woman  has  no  legal  right  to  her  own  babies ;  that 
the  law-makers  of  this  ChiriHUm  wuntry  (I)  have  given  the  custody 
of  the  babies  to  the  father,  dmnken  or  sober,  and  he  may  send  the 
sheriff— as  in  this  case— to  arrest  and  rob  her  of  her  little  onee! 
Ton  have  heard  sneers  at  *  Woman's  Rights.'  This  is  one  of  the 
rights— a  mother's  ri^t  to  the  care  and  custody  of  her  helpless  lit- 
tle ones  I " 

From  that  excited  crowd — all  young  men  and  grown  boya^  I  be- 
ing the  only  woman  among  them — roee  thick  and  fast — *^I%effve  . 

no  Inimness  with  f he  iPo?)ianU  iMee  /       Pitch  ^em  cverboa/rd!*^  # 
^VUhdp:'     Good  for  y<m ;  so'K //"   ''AU  aboard."  (The 
conductor  had  come  open  the  scene).    ^^AU  ahoardP   "Wait  a 
minute  till  he  gets  the  other  child,"  cries  \\w  oUl  man,  mshing  out 

of  the  saloon  with  a  little  three-year-old  girl  in  his  arms,  while  the 
sheriif  rushed  in.  Standing  behind  the  old  man,  I  beckoned  to  the 
conductor,  who  knew  me,  to  "^0  and  in  five  minutes  we  were 
across  the  Massachusetts  line,  and  I  was  in  the  saloon.  With  hie 
hand  on  her  child,  the  sheriff  was  urging  the  mother  to  let  go  her 
hold.  "Hold  on  to  your  baby,"  I  cried,  "he  has  no  right  to  take  it 
from  you,  and  is  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment  for  attempting  it. 

Tell  me,  Mr.  C  ,  are  yon  lielping  the  other  party  as  a  favor,  or 

in  your  official  capacity  ?  In  the  latter  case  you  might  have  taken 
her  child  in  Yerniont,  but  we  are  in  ^fassachusetts  now,  quite  out 
of  your  slierilf's  heat."  "The  grandfather  made  Icijal  cut^todiaii  by 
the  father,  was  he?  That  would  do  in  Yerniont,  sir,  but  under  the 
recent  decision  of  a  Massachusetts  Court,  given  in  a  case  like  this, 
only  the  father  can  take  the  child  from  its  mother,  and  in  attempt- 
ing it  you  have  made  younjelves  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment." 
Thus  the  sherifialty  "  was  extinguished,  and  mother  and  child  took 
their  seat  beside  me  in  the  car. 

Meantime  the  conductor  had  made  the  old  ft  ntlenum  understand 
that  they  could  get  ofl"  at  the  next  station,  wliere  they  might  take 
the  *'  up  train,"  and  get  back  to  their  team  "  on  the  Vermont  side 
of  the  "line."   As  they  could  get  no  carriage  at  the  bare  little 
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Btation,  and  with  the  encumbrance  of  the  child,  could  not  foot  it 
six  miles  in  the  cold  and  snow,  they  must  wait  some  three  or 
four  hours  for  the  train,  which  supgested  the  possibility  of  a 
rescue.  I  could  not  stop  over  a  train,  but  I  could  take  the  baby 
aloTig  with  me,  if  some  one  could  be  found — The  conductor  calls. 
The  car  stops.  As  the  child  robbers  step  out  (the  little  girl, 
clutched  in  the  old  grandfather's  arms)  'mid  the  frantic  cries  of 
the  mother  and  the  execrations  of  the  passengers,  two  middle- 
aged  gentlemen  of  fine  matter-of-fact  presence,  entered.  I  at  once 
met  their  questioning  faces  with  a  hurried  statement  of  facts,  and 
the  need  of  some  intelligent,  humane  gentleman  to  aid  the  young 
mother  in  the  recovery  of  her  little  girl.    Having  spoken  together 

aside,  the  younger  m.m  introduced  "  Dr.  B  ,  who  lives  in  the  next 

town,  where  papers  can  be  made  out,  and  a  sherilf  l)e  sent  back  to 
bring  the  men  and  child ;  the  lady  can  go  with  the  doctor,  and  the 
baby  with  Mrs.  Nichols.  I  would  stop,  but  I  must  be  in  my  seat  in 
the  Legislature."  "  I  have  no  money,  only  my  ticket  to  take  me  to 
my  friends,"  exclaimed  the  anxioos  mother.  ^  I  will  take  care  of 
that,"  said  the  good  doetor ;  yon  w<in't  need  any."  "  They  will 
have  to  pay,"  I  whispered  

I  gave  my  lecture  at  Templeton  to  a  fine  andience ;  accepted  an 
invitation  to  letmn  and  give  a  second  on  the  same  subject,  and 
having  left  the  dear  little  toddler  happy  and  amply  protected,  at 
noon  next  day  found  myself  back  at  Onmge,  where  I  had  left 
the  mother.  Here  the  conductor,  who  by  previous  arrangement, 
left  a  note  from  me  telling  her  where  to  go  for  her  baby,  reported 
that  the  party  had  been  bron^t  to  Orange  for  trial,  spent  the 
night  in  care  of  the  sheriff,  and  were  released  on  giving  up  the 
little  girl  and  paying  a  handsome  snm  of  the  needfol  to  the 
mother.  He  had  scarcely  ended  his  report  when  the  pair  entered 
the  car,  like  myself,  homeward  bound.  The  old  gentleman,  care- 
worn  and  anxious,  probably  thinking  of  his  team  left  standing  at  the 
Vermont  station,  looked  straight  ahead,  but  the  kind-hearted  sheriff 
caught  my  eye  and  smiled.  In  my  happiness  I  could  not  do  other- 
wise than  give  smile  for  smile. 

Arrived  at  home,  I  found  the  affair,  reported  by  the  conductor 
of  the  evcT  ii u:  -r  iin,  had  created  quite  an  excitement,  sympnthy 
being  decidedly  with  the  mother.  I  was  credited  with  being  privy 
to  the  escapade  and  the  pursuit,  and  as  having  gone  purposely  to 
the  rescue.  Had  tliis  been  true,  I  conid  not  have  managed  it  better, 
for  a  good  Providence  went  with  me.  I  received  several  memo- 
rial hanks"  of  yam,  with  messages  from  the  donors  that  **they 
12 
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would  keep  me  in  knitting- work  while  preaching  woman's  rights  on 

the  railroad" — a  reference  to  my  practice  of  knitting  on  tlie  care, 
aTui  t  he  report  that  I  gave  a  lecture  on  the  oocasioQ  to  mj  audience 

there. 

And  thu>  was  tJie  seed  of  u  onian's  ediH-atioiial.  industrial,  and  polit- 
ical rights  sown  in  Vermont,  through  inliiiite  labor,  but  in  the  faith 
and  peroeverance  which  bring  their  courage  to  all  workers  for  the 
right. 

WlSCO^JSiN. 

In  September  and  October,  1858, 1  traveled  900  miles  in  Wisoon. 
sin,  as  agent  of  the  Woman's  State  Temperance  Society,  speaking  in 
fortj-tiirec  towns  to  andiences  estimated  at  30,000  in  the  i^fi^gr^te, 
people  coining  in  their  own  conveyances  from  five  to  twenty  miles. 
I  went  to  Wisconsin  under  an  engagement  to  labor  as  airent  of  the 
State  Temperance  Ix^ajjue,  an  oriranization  composed  of  l)oth  sexes 
and  ofiicercd  by  leading  toni]>erance  men — at  the  earnest  and  re- 
peated soHcitatiotir*  of  ite.  delegates  whom  I  met  at  the  "  Whole 
AVurld's  Temperance  Convention,"  held  in  Xew  York  City  in  Sep- 
tendjcr,  and  wlio  ^\ct•e  eommissioued  i)V  the  Leajjue  to  employ 
speakers  to  canvass  the  State;  the  object  being  to  procure  the 
enactment  of  a  **Haine  Law"  by  the  next  Legislature.  These 
delegates  had  counseled,  among  others,  with  Horace  Greeley,  who 
advised  my  employment,  cnriodty  to  hear  a  woman  promising  to 
call  out  laiger  audiences  and  more  votes  for  temperance  candidates 
in  the  pending  election. 

I,  at  first,  declined  to  make  the  engagement,  on  the  ground  that  I 
could  not  be  spared  from  my  newspaper  duties ;  but  to  escape  further 
importunity,  finally  consented  to  '*  ask  my  husbajid  at  home,"  and 
report  at  Xew  York,  where  one  of  the  gentlemen  would  await  my 
answer,  and  myself,  if  I  decided  to  accept  their  propo^itiou.  My 
iniKband's  cheei-ful,  "Go,  wife,  you  will  be  doing  ju.-^i  the  work  you 
love,  and  enjoying  a  journey  which  you  have  not  means  otherwise 
to  undertake,"  and  a  notice  from  Mrs.  Lvdia  F.  Fowlei-,  that  she 
would  join  us  in  the  trip  with  a  view  to  arranging  for  physiological 
lectures  at  eligible  points  in  the  State,  decided  me  to  go.  Mr&  F.*s 
company  was  not  only  a  soda!  acquisition,  but  a  happy  insurance 
against  pot-house  witlings  on  the  alert  to  impale  upon  the  world's 
dread  langh,  any  woman  who,  to  accomplish  some  public  good, 
should  venture  for  a  space  to  cut  loose  from  the  marital  ^  buttons ' 
find  go  out  into  the  world  alone  ! 

In  making  the  engsgement,  I  had  taken  it  for  granted,  that  the 
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right  and  ph>priet7  of  woman's  pablic  advocacy  of  temperanoe 
was  a  settled  qneatioii  in  the  field  to  which  I  was  invited.  But 
arrired  at  Milwaukee,  I  found  that  tLe  popular  prejadice  against 
women  as  public  speakers,  and  especially  the  advocacv  of  "Woman's 
Kights,  with  which  I  had  for  years  been  identified,  bad  been  stirrcd 
to  its  most  (H?£riisting  depths  by  a  reverend  gentleman  who  had  pre- 
ceded us,  and  who  had  for  years  been  a  salaried  agent  at  large/'  of 
the  New  York  State  Temperance  Society.  A  highly  rrt;j)ectal)le  mi- 
nority of  the  Execntivc  Committee  of  tlic  League  endort^ed  the  ac- 
tion of  their  delegatiun,  but  were  overruled  hy  a  numerical  major- 
ity, and  I  found  myself  in  the  position  of  agent  "at  large,''  while 
the  roverend  tradnoer  seeared  hie  engagement  in  my  place. 

This  turn  of  affairs,  embarraesing  at  lirst,  proved  in  the  end  prov- 
idential — a  timely  dearanoe  for  a  more  congenial  craft — since  £he 
women  of  the  State  had  organized  a  Woman's  State  Temperanoe 
Society,  and  advertiser!  a  Convention  to  meet  the  following  week  at 
Delavan,  the  populous  shire  town  of  Walworth  Gonnty,  fifty  miles 
distant  in  the  interior.  Thither  the  friendly  Leaguers  proposed  to 
take  us.  Meantime  it  was  arranged  that  Mrs.  F.  and  1  should  ad- 
dress  the  citizens  of  Milwaukee.  A  capacious  church  was  engaged 
for  Sabbath  evening,  from  which  hundreds  went  away  unable  to  get 
in.  But  neither  clergyman  nor  layman  could  be  found  willing  to 
commit  himself  by  opening  the  services ;  and  with  "  head  uncovered,*' 
in  a  church  in  which  it  was  "  a  shame  for  a  woman  to  speak,"  1 
rested  my  burden  with  the  dear  Father,  as  only  burdens  are  rested 
with  Him,  in  conscious  unity  of  purpose. 

TAn.  F.  addressed  tiie  audience  on  the  physiological  effects  of 
alcoholic  drinks.  I  followed,  quoting  from  the  prophecy  of  King 
Lsmnel,  that  *^  his  mother  taught  Urn,**  Proverbs  zzxi.,  verses  4,  5, 
S,  9, Open  thy  month  for  the  dumb ;  in  the  cause  of  all  such  as 
Are  appointed  to  destraction.  Open  thy  mouth,  judge  righteously 
and  plead  the  cause  of  the  poor  and  needy."  The  spirit  moved 
audience  and  speaker.  We  forgot  ourselves ;  forgot  everything  but 
*'the  poor  and  needy,"  the  drunkard's  wife  and  children  "  appoint- 
4x1  to  destruction  "  through  license  laws  and  alienated  civil  rights. 

At  Delavan  we  met  a  body  of  earnest  men  and  women,  indignant 
at  the  action  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  League,  to  which 
many  of  them  bad  contributed  funds  for  the  campaign,  and  ready 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  my  engagement,  and  thie  eiqpensea 
<A  Mrs.  F.,  who  in  following  out  her  original  plan,  generously  con- 
sented to  precede  my  lectures  with  a  brief  physiological  disserta- 
tion apropos  to  the  objecl  of  the  canvass.    The  burden  of  the 
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epeakinp,  as  planned,  rested  with  me,  provided  mv  hitlierto  UQteBted 
physical  ability  proved  equal,  as  it  did,  to  the  daily  etfort. 

In  counsel  with  Mrs.  K.  Ostrander,  President  of  the  Society,  and 
her  sister  officials,  women  of  character  and  intelligeace,  I  could 
explain,  as  I  oonld  not  have  done  to  any  body  of  equally  worthy 
men,  that  in  jiutiee  to  oniselves,  to  them,  and  to  the  canse  we  had 
at  heart,  we  must  make  the  canvaas  in  a  spirit  and  in  conditions 
aboTe  TeprcMM!&.  I  can  not  come  down  irom  my  work,"  said  Miss 
Lyon,  founder  of  Monnt  Holyoke  Female  Seminaiy,  when  iropor-> 
tnned  to.rebnt  some  baseless  scandal.  To  fight  our  way  wonld  be 
to  mar  the  spirit  and  effect  of  oar  work.  We  most  place  the  oppo* 
sition  at  a  disadvantage  from  the  first ;  then  we  could  atTord  to 
ifi^nore  it  altogether  and  ri-^e  to  a  level  with  the  humane  issues  of 
tile  f*;impairni.  It  was  accordingly  arranged  that  the  friends  slionld 
make  appointments  and  secure  us  suiraMe  escort  to  neiglibuiiiig 
towns;  and  tu  distant  and  los.s  accessible  points  a  gentlemnn  was 
engaged  to  take  us  in  a  private  carriage, — his  wife,  a  womau  of  raro 
talent  and  fine  cnltnre,  to  aoeompany  as.  A  programme  wfaidi  was 
adyeriased  in  the  local  pftpers  and  happily  carried  ont. 

From  Delayan  we  returned  to  Hilwankee  to  perfoct  our  arrange- 
ments. From  thenoe  onr  next  move  was  to  Wanhesha,  the  shire 
town  of  Waukesha  Gonnty,  twenty  miles  by  rai],  to  a  Temperance 
meeting  advertised  for  "  speaking  and  the  transaction  of  business.'^ 
The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Congregational  chordi,  the  pastor 
acting  M  chairman.  The  real  business  of  the  meeting  was  soon  dis- 
posed of,  and  then  was  enacted  the  most  amusing  farce  it  was  ever 
niv  lot  to  witness.  The  chairman  and  his  deacon  led  off  in  a  lonsr- 
drawn  debate  on  sundry  matters  of  no  importance,  and  of  less  in- 
terest to  the  audience,  members  of  which  attempte<l  in  vain,  by 
motions  and  votes,  to  cut  it  short.  "When  it  had  become  sulliciently 
apparent  that  the  gentlemen  were  "  talking  against  time  "  to  pre- 
vent speaking,  there  were  calls  for  speakers.  The  chairman  replied 

that  it  was  a   business  meeting,  but  Bev.  Mr.  ,  from  Illinois, 

would  lecture  in  the  evening."  Several  gentlemen  rose  to  protest. 
One  said  he  "had  walked  seven  miles  that  his  wife  and  daughters 
might  ride,  to  hear  the  ladies  speak."  Another  had  ridden  horse- 
back  twelye  miles  to  hear  them."  A  stcflrm  was  impending ;  the 
chairman  was  prepared ;  he  dedared  the  meeting  adjourned  and 
with  his  deacon  left  the  house. 

Tliere  was  a  hurried  consultation  in  the  ante-room,  wliich  resulted 
iu  an  urgent  request  for  Mi-s,  Kicliols  t<»  remain  and  speak  in  the 
evening."    The  speaker  noticed  for  the  evening,  joined  heartily  in 
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the  request ;  **half  an  hour  was  all  the  time  he  wanted.''  But  when 
the  evening  came,  he  insisted  tliat  I  should  speak  first,  and  wIumi  I 
fihould  have  given  way  for  him,  aissnre<l  me  that  lie  had  nia(h'  ar- 
rannfementa  to  speak  the  next  evening,"  and  joined  Im  tiiu  '"•ro  on, 
go  on  I  "  of  the  audience.  So  it  wag  decided  that  I  sliould  remain 
over  the  Sahhath,  and  Mrs.  F.  return  with  the  friends  to  Milwaukee. 

Meantime  it  had  transpired  that  in  the  audience  were  several  Ver- 
monters  from  a  settlement  of  foartecn  famOies  from  liie  TieiQity  of 
my  home ;  among  them  a  lady  from  my  native  town ;  we  had  been 
girls  togetiier.  *'We  know  all  about  Mrs.  ]$r.,'*fHdd  one.  "We 
take  tiie  Trihxme^  and  friends  at  home  send  ns  her  paper."  80  the 
good  Father  had  sent  vouchers  for  His  agent  at  huge.  Bnt  this  was 
not  all.  I  had  a  pleasant  reserve  for  the  evening.  I  had  rmsagnized 
in  the  deacon,  a  friend  from  whom  I  had  parted  twenty-one  years 
before  in  Western  New  York.  In  the  generous  confidence  of 
youthful  enthusiasm  we  had  enlisted  in  the  cold-water  army;  to- 
irether  pledged  ourselves  to  fight  the  liquor  interest  to  the  death. 
And  here  my  old  friend,  whose  debut  on  the  Temperance  platform 
I  had  aided  and  cheered,  had  talked  a  full  hour  to  prevent  me  from 
being  heard!  Was  1  indignant?  Was  I  grieved?  Nay  I  It  was 
oot  a  personal  matter.  Time's  graver  had  made  us  fitrauge  to  each 
othw.  His  name  and  voice  had  revealed  him  to  me ;  bnt  the  name 
I  bore  was  not  that  by  which  he  had  known  mcb  Beddes,  I  remem- 
bered that  twenty-one  years  before^  I  oonld  not  have  been  persuaded 
to  hear  a  woman  speak  on  any  public  oceasion,  and  I  had  nothing 
to  foigive^ — ^my  friend  had  only  stood  still  where  I  had  left  him. 
Such,  snppressinrj  lii^  name,  was  the  story  I  told  my  audience  on 
that  evening.  And  with  his  pozaled  and  kindly  face  intently  re- 
garrling  me,  I  assured  my  hearers  that  I  had  not  a  doubt  of  his 
whole-souled  and  manly  support  in  my  present  work.  Nor  was  I 
disappointed. 

Next  morning,  (Sabbath)  I  listened  to  a  scholarly  sennon  on 
infidel  issues  and  innovations  from  the  chairman  of  the  "  business 
meeting"  of  the  previous  afternoon,  he  hxiviug  stayed  away  from 
my  lecture  to  prepare  it.  In  the  evening,  after  the  temjjerauce 
lecture  of  my  Hlinois  friend,  I  improved  the  u])])artnnity  of  a  call 
from  the  audience^  the  Bev.  Chairman  being  present,  to  meet  cer- 
tain points  of  the  sermon,  personal  to  myself  and  the  advocates  of 
rights  for  women,  closing  with  a  brief  confession  of  my  £iith  in 
Christ's  rule  <d  love  and  duty  as  impressing  every  human  being 
into  the  service  of  a  common  humanity — the  right  to  serve  being 
commensnrate  with  the  obligation,  as  of  God  and  not  d  man. 
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One  week  later,  another  budneea  meeting  was  held  in  the  same 
honsp,  and  in  its  published  proceedings  was  a  resolution  introduced 
by  the  Rev.  Chairman,  endorsing  Mrs.  Nichols,  and  inviting  her 
"  to  be  present  and  speak  "  at  a  County  Convention  appointed  for  a 
subsequent  day.  Not  long  after  he  sent  me,  throngh  a  brother 
clergyman,  an  apology  that  would  have  disarmed  resentment,  had  I 
felt  any,  toward  a  man  who,  having  opposed  me  without  discourtesy 
and  retracted  by  a  published  resolution,  was  yet  not  satisfied  without 
tendering  a  ]irivate  a])o](i_<ry. 

I  had  acliieved  a  iriateful  euccess ;  license  to  '*])lead  the  cause 
of  the  poor  and  needy,"  wliere,  hmo  to  do  t^o,  without  offending  old- 
time  idt'as  of  woman's  spiiere,  had  seemed  to  the  women  under 
whose  direction  I  had  taken  the  field,  the  real  question  at  issue.  In 
consideration  of  existing  prejudices,  they  had  suggested  the  pru- 
dence of  silence  on  the  subject  of  Woman's  Rights.  And  here,  on 
the  very  threshold  of  tlie  campaign,  I  had  been  compelled  to  vin- 
dicate my  right  to  speak  fnr  woman  ;  as  a  woman,  to  speak  for  her 
from  any  stand-point  of  life  to  which  nature,  custom,  or  law  had 
assigned  her.  I  had  no  choice,  no  hope  of  success,  but  in  presenting 
her  case  as  it  stood  before  God  and  my  own  my\\.  To  neither  could 
I  turn  traitor,  and  do  the  work,  or  Siitibfy  the  aspirations  of  a  true 
and  loving  woman. 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  earnest  men  had  spoken, 
and  failed  to  secure  justice  to  the  poor  and  needy,  "  appointed  to 
destruction  "  by  the  liquor  traffic.  They  had  failed  because  they 
had  denied  woman's  right  to  help  them,  and  taken  from  her  the 
means  to  help  herself.  In  speaking  for  woman,  I  must  be  heard 
from  ft  domestie  leT^  of  legal  pauperkm  disenefaaoted  of  all  politi- 
cal prestige.  In  appealing  to  the  powers  that  be,  I  must  appeal 
from  sovereigns  drunk  to  sovereigns  sober, — ^wiA  eight  chaDcea  in 
ten  that  the  decision  would  be  controlled  by  sovereigns  drunk. 

To  impress  the  paramount  claim  of  women  to  a  noJioense  law, 
without  laying  bare  the  legal  and  political  disabilities  that  make 
them  "the  greatest  sufferers,"  the  helpless  victims  of  the  liquor 
traffic,  was  impossible.  It  would  have  been  stupidly  unwise  to  with- 
hold what  with  a  majority  of  voters  is  the  weightier  consideration, 
that  in  alienating  from  women  their  earnings,  governments  impose 
upon  community  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  paupered  children  of 
drunken  fathers,  whose  mothers  would  joyfully  support  and  train 
them  for  usefulness;  and  who,  as  a  rule,  have  done  so  when  by  the 
death  or  divorce  of  the  husband  they  have  regained  the  control  of 
thdr  earnings  and  the  eustodv  of  their  children.  Thus  proving,  that 
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man,  hy  liis  rlisabliiif;  laws,  has  made  woman  helpless  and  dependent, 
and  not  God.  who  has  endowed  her  with  capabilities  eq^ual  to  the  re* 
sponBibilities  He  has  imp  n^vd. 

Worse  than  nnwise  would  it  have  been  to  allow  an  unjust  preju- 
dice air.unst  Woman's  liii^ht-,  to  turn  the  ed<re  of  my  appeals  for  a 
law  ill  the  interest  of  temperance,  when  by  showing  the  connection, 
as  of  cause  and  effect,  between  men's  rights  and  women's  wrongs, 
between  women's  no-rights  and  their  helplessness  and  dependence,  I 
could  disarm  that  prejudice  and  win  an  intelliirent  support  for  both 
temperance  and  equal  rights.  On  Boch  a  showing  I  based  my  appeals 
to  the  noble  men  and  women  of  Wisconsin.  I  assured  my  audieneeB, 
that  I  had  not  come  to  talk  to  them  of  Woman's  Bights,"  that  in- 
deed I  did  not  find  that  women  had  any  rights  in  the  matter,  bnt  to 

snffer  and  he  stiU ;  to  die  and  give  no  sign."  But  I  had  come  to 
them  to  speak  of  man^s  rights  and  woman^s  ne&ds* 

From  the  Lake  Shore  cities,  from  the  inhmd  villages,  the  shire 
towns,  and  the  mining  oommnnities  of  the  Mississippi,  whose 
dinrches,  conrtJionaes,  and  halls,  with  two  or  three  exceptions, 
oonid  not  hold  the  audiences,  much  less  seat  them ;  the  responses 
were  hearty,  and  when  outspoken,  curiously  alike  in  language  as  well 
as  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  rights.  **  I  like  Mra.  Nichols'  idea  of 
talking  man's  rights;  the  result  will  be  woman's  rights,"  said  a 
gentleman  rising  in  his  place  in  the  audience  at  the  dose  of  one  of 
my  lectures.  On  another  occasion,  Let  Mrs.  Nichols  go  on  talking 
men's  rights  and  we^  have  women's  ri^ts."  **MrB.  Nidiols  has 
nuMle  me  ashamed  of  myself— ashamed  of  my  sex  I  I  didn't  know 
we  had  been  so  mean  to  the  women,"  was  the  outspoken  conclusion 
of  a  man  who  had  lived  honored  and  respected,  his  threescore  years 
and  ten.  This  reaction  from  the  curiosity  and  doubt  v^ch  every- 
where  met  us  in  liie  expressive  faces  of  the  people,  often  reminded 
me  of  an  incident  in  my  Vermont  labors  for  a  Maine  law. 

In  accepting  an  invitation  to  address  an  audience  of  ladies  in  the 
aristocratic  old  town  of  C— ,  in  an  adjoinini!^  county,  I  had  sug- 
gested, that  as  it  was  votes  wv  needed,  I  would  prefer  to  address  an 

audience  of  both  sexes.    Arriv  ed  at  C  ,  I  found  that  the  ladies 

of  the  committee,  having  acted  upon  my  snr^prestion,  were  intensely 
anxions  as  to  the  result.  **An  audience,"  they  said,  "could  not  be 
collected  to  listen  to  woman's  rights;  the  people  were  sensitive 
even  to  the  innovation  of  a  mixed  audience  for  a  woman,  and  they 
felt  that  I  ought  to  be  inft>rmed  of  the  facts."  And  I  felt  in  every 
nerve,  that  they  were  sulfeiing  from  feiir  le.<t  I  should  fail  to  vindi- 
cate the  womanliness  of  our  joint  venture.  But  the  people  came,  a 
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church  full;  intelligent,  expectant,  and  curious  to  hear  a  woman 
The  resident  cleriryuian,  of  my  own  faith,  declined  to  be  present  and 
oj)en  with  prayer.  A  ref^ident  Universalist  clcr<^yi7ian  present,  de- 
clined to  pray.  A  young  Methodist  licentiate  in  the  audience,  not 
feeling  at  liberty  to  decline,  tried.  His  ideas  stumbled  ;  his  words 
hitched,  and  when  he  prayed :  "  Bless  thy  serv — a'hem — thy  hand- 
maid, and  a'hem — and  let  all  things  be  done  decently  and  in  oi*der;" 
we  in  the  committee  pew  felt  as  relieved  as  did  the  young  Timothy 
wlieii  he  had  «GUe?ed  his  amen  t 

Utterly  unnerved  bjr  the  anxiona  faces  of  my  committee,  I  turned 
to  my  &udienoe.with  only  the  inspiration  of  homes  devastated  and 
families  panpered,  to  sustain  me  in  a  desperate  exhibit  of  the  need 
and  the  'determination  of  women,  impelled  by  the  mother-love  that 
shrinks  neither  from  fire  or  flood,  to  rescue  their  loved  ones  from 
the  fires  and  floods  of  the  liqaor  traffic,  though  to  do  so  they  must 
make  their  way  through  every  platform  and  pnlpit  in  the  land!" 
"Thank  Ood!"  exclaimed  the  lieentiate  on  my  right.  Anieu  1 " 
emphasized  the  chairman  on  my  left.  My  committee  were  radiant. 
My  audience  had  accepted  woman's  rights  in  her  wrongs ;  and  I 

 onlv  woman's  record  iuLj  ansrel  can  tell  the  sensations  of  a 

disfranchised  woman  when  her  "declaration  of  intentions"  is  en- 
dorsed by  an  Anti-AVoman's  Rights  audience  with  fervent  thanks  to 
Godl 

Lattei^y  Uborers  can  have  little  idea  of  the  trials  of  the  early 
worker,  driven  by  the  stress  .of  right  and  dnty  against  popular  prej- 
ndieesy  to  which  her  own  training  and  early  habits  of  Ihon^t  have 
made  her  painfully  sensitive.   8t.  Paul,  our  patron  saint,  I  think 

had  just  come  through  such  a  trial  of  his  nerves  when  he  wrote : 
The  spirit  is  willing,  l)ut  the  flesh  is  weak."  The  memory  of  the 
beautiful  scenery,  the  charming  Indian  summer  skies,  the  restful 
companionship  of  our  family  party  in  the  daily  drive,  and  the  gen- 
erous hos[)itality  of  the  people  of  Wisconsin,  is  one  of  the  pleasaut- 
cst  of  a  life,  as  full  of  sweet  memories  as  of  trials,  amid  and  through 
which  thev  have  cluni;  to  me  with  a  savinir  iirace. 

The  Temperance  majority  in  tlie  ensuing  election,  so  far  as  influ- 
enced by  canvassing  agents,  was  due  to  the  combined  efforts  of  all 
who  labored  for  it,  and  of  these  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  meet  a 
younger  brother  of  William  H.  and  0.  0.  Burleigh,  who  from  his 
man*s  stand^point  of  precedents  and  statistics  did  excellent  service. 

The  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  securing  to  the  wives  of 
drunkards  their  earnings  and  the  custody  and  earnings  of  their 
minor  children,  I  think  I  may  claim  as  a  result  of  appeals  from  the 
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home  Btand-point  of  womaa*8  sphere.  Aa  a  financial  measore  divert- 
ing the  Bopplies  and  leisening  tbs  pn^ts  of  the  liqaor  traffic,  this 

hiw  is  a  ciTil  service  reform  of  no  mean  promise  for  the  abatement 
of  pauper  and  criminal  taxes.  In  a  plea  of  counsel  for  defendant 
in  a  case  of  wife-beating  to  wliich  I  once  listened,  said  the  gentle- 
manly attorney  :  "  If  Patrick  will  let  tlie  bottle  alone" —  "  Please, 
jour  honor,"  broke  in  the  weeping  wife,  "  if  you  will  stop  Mistbur 
Kelly  from  tilliDg  it." 

KA1T8A8. 

In  October,  1854,  with  my  two  eldest  sons,  I  joined  a  coiiipauy 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  women,  and  children,  emi- 
grants from  the  East  to  Kansas.  In  our  passage  up  the  Missouri 
Biver  I  gave  two  lectures  bj  invitation  of  a  oommittee  of  emigrants 
and  Gaptain  Ohotean  and  brother,  owners  of  the  boat  A  pions 
HJ).  was  terribly  shocked  at  the  prospect,  and  hnrried  his  young 
wife  to  bed,  hot  retnmed  to  the  cabin  himself  in  good  time  to  hear. 
As  the  position  waa  qnite  central,  and  I  wished  to  be  heard  dis- 
tinctly by  the  crowd  which  occupied  all  the  standing  room  around 
the  cabin,  1  took  myatand  opposite  the  Doctor's  berth.  Kext  mom- 
inir,  poor  man  1  his  wife  was  an  outspoken  advocate  of  woman'a 
rights.  The  next  evenin£^  she  punched  his  ribs  vigorously,  at  every 
point  made  for  suffrai^o,  wliich  was  the  subject  of  my  second  lecture. 

The  Ist  of  November,  1854 — a  dav  never  to  be  forfjotten — heaven 
and  earth  clasped  hands  in  silent  benedictions  on  tiiat  band  of  immi- 
grants, some  on  foot,  some  on  horseback,  women  and  cliihlren, 
seventy-five  in  number,  with  the  company's  baggage,  in  ox-eartu 
and  wagons  drawn  by  the  fat,  the  brokeodown,  and  the  indifferent 
^hacks'*  of  wondering,  scowling  Hissonri,  scattered  all  along  the 
prairie  road  from  Kansas  City  to  Lawrence^  the  Mecca  of  their 
inlg^rimage. 

adTsnce  of  all  these,  at  11  o'clock  a.m.,  Mrs.  H  and  myself 

were  sitting  in  front  of  the  I^awrence  oiBce  of  the  New  England 
£migmnt  Aid  Company,  in  the  covered  wagon  of  Hon.  S.  C.  Pome- 
foy,  who  had  brought  us  from  Kansas  City,  and  entered  the  office 
to  announce  the  arrival  of  our  company;  when  a  hilarious  explosion 
of  several  voices  assured  us  that  good  lunirs  well  as  brave  hearts 
were  within.  Directly  Col.  P.  and  Dr.  ((iovoriioi  )  liobinson  came 
out.  "  Did  you  hear  the  cheering?"  asked  tlu'  Doctor.  *' I  did, 
and  w;is  thinking  when  you  came  <>ut,  what  a  popular  man  the  Col- 
onel must  be  to  c  ill  forth  such  a  greeting  I"  "  Hut  the  cheers  were 
for  Mr*.  Nichols,"  wa.s  the  reply  ;  and  the  Doctor  proceeded  to  tell 
08  that,  '*the  boys"  had  been  hotly  discnssiug  women's  rights,  when 
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one  of  their  advocates  who  had  heaiil  her  lecture,  c\']>i'essed  a  wish 
tliat  liis  oppone!it8  could  hear  Antoinette  Brown  on  the  subject ;  a 
seeond  wished  they  could  hear  8usan  R.  Anthony  ;  and  a  thiitl 
wished  they  conld  hear  Mrs.  Nicliol^.  On  the  heels  of  these  wishes 
the  announcement  of  Colonel  Pomeioy,  that  "  Mrs.  Nichols  was  at 
the  door,"  was  the  siijnal  for  triumphant  cheering.  "The  boys*' 
wanted  a  lecture  in  the  eveuiug.  Tiie  Doctor  said  :  "  No  ;  Mis. 
Nichols  is  tii-ed.  To>morrow  the  thatching  of  the  church  will  be 
completed,  and  she  can  dedicate  the  building.'^ 

Thna  tratba  sown  broadcast  among  the  stereotyped  beliefs  and 
prejodioea  of  the  old  and  poptdona  oommnnities  of  the  East,  had 
wronght  a  genial  welcome  for  myaelf  and  the  advocacy  of  woman'a 
cause  on  the  disputed  Boil  of  Kansas.  But,  alas  t  for  the  stony 
ground/'  One  of  "the  boys"  didn't  stay  to  the  "dedication." 
He  had  "come  to  Kansas  to  get  away  from  the  women, ^'  and  left 
at  once  for  Leavenworth.  I  wonder  if  the  Judge — he  is  that  now, 
and  a  benedict— n  tncnbcrs  I  I  stiU.  regret  that  lost  opportunity 
for  making  his  acquaintance. 

At  Lawrence,  the  objective  point  of  all  the  Free  State  immigra- 
tion, where  I  sjient  six  weeks  in  assisting  my  sons  to  make  a  home 
for  the  winter,  I  mingled  freely  with  the  iuL-oiuing  population,  and 
gave  several  lectures  to  audiences  of  from  two  to  fhroe  hundred,  the 
entire  population  coming  together  at  the  ringing  of  the  city  dinner- 
bell.  I  retnmed  to  Vermont  early  in  January,  1855,  and  in  April 
following,  with  two  hundred  and  Hfty  emigrants  (my  husband  and 
younger  son  accompanying  me),  rejoined  my  other  sons  in  the 
vicinity  of  Baldwin  Qty,  where  we  took  claims  and  commenced 
homes.  I  presented  the  whole  sobjec  t  of  "Woman's  Rights  on  the 
boats  in  going  and  returning,  as  at  first,  by  invitation.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1856,  delegates  were  elected  to  a  Constitutional  Oonvention, 
which  later  convened  at  T<tpv'ka.  Governor  Robinson,  who  with 
isix  other  delegates  voted  for  the  exclusion  of  the  word  "male'* 
from  qualilifation  for  ekvtor.  sent  me  iv.\  invitation  to  attend  its 
sessions,  speak  before  it  for  woman's  ci(uality,  and  tliov  would  vote 
nie  a  sc<'rt'tary*s  or  clerk's  p(»ition  in  the  Convention.  My  husband's 
fatal  illuess  prevented  me  from  going. 

In  January,  185C,  I  returned  from  lumsas  to  Vermont,  widowed 
and  broken  in  health,  to  attend  to  matters  connected  with  my  hua- 
band^s  estate.  Prevented  by  the  ruffian  blockade  of  the  Missouri 
from  returning  as  intended,  I  spent  some  time  in  the  summer  and 
all  of  the  autumn  of  1856  and  January,  1857,  lecturing  upon  Kansas, 
the  character  and  significance  of  its  political  involvements,  its  promise 
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and  importanoe  as  a  free  or  slave  State,  and  its  claims  to  an  efficient 
support  in  the  interest  of  freedom.  In  September,  being  appealed 
to  by  tlie  ''Kansas  National  Aid  Committee,"  at  the  instanre  of 
Horace  Greeley,  I  engaged  for  two  months  in  a  canvass  of  Western 
New  York,  lecturing  and  procuring  the  appointment  of  committees 
of  women  to  collect  supplies  for  the  sufforintr  pooplo  of  Kunsiis  ;  my 
two  oldest  sons,  C.  H.  and  A.  ().  Carpenter  beiiiLT  ainoufj  its  armed 
defenders,  the  latter  having  been  wounded  in  tlie  tight  betweeu  the 
invaders  under  Captain  Pate  and  the  forces  under  John  Brown  and 
Captain  S.  fcjiiores,  at  Black  Jack. 

Between  May,  1856,  and  February,  1857  (not  counting  my  engage* 
ment  witii  the  Aid  Oommittee),  I  gave  some  fifty  Kansas  ieetoraa 
in  the  States  of  Yennont,  New  Hampshire,  Massachnsetts,  OonnectU 
cat,  PennsylTaiiia,  and  New  York,  followed  occasionally  by  one  or 
two  leetnrea  on  the  legal  and  political  disabilities  of  women ;  reoeiy* 
ing  more  invitations  on  both  snhjecta  than  I  could  posrit^y  fill. 

Hy  experiences  in  these  semi-politiGal  laboxs  were  often  racy, 
never  unsatisfactory.  In  a  public  conveyance  one  day,  an  honest 
old  Pennsylvania  farmer  asked  if  I  was  "  the  lady  who  made  an 
appointment  to  speak  in  his  place  on  Kansas,  and  did  not  come  i " 
I  replied  that  I  had  filled  all  the  appoiutmeuts  made  fur  me  with 
my  knowledge  ;  that  I  made  a  point  of  keeping  my  promises.  "  I 
believe  you,  ma'am,"  siiid  lie.  "  I  suspicioned  then  it  was  jest  a 
republican  trick.  You  see,  ma'am,  our  folks  all  are  dimoerats  and 
wouldn't  turn  out  to  hear  the  republican  speakers;  so  they  appointed 
a  meeting  for  you  and  everybody  turned  ont,  for  we^d  heam  of  yonr 
lectures.  But  instid  of  yon,  General  B—  and  Lawyer 
came^  and  we  were  mad  enough.  I  was  madder,  'cause  Pd  opened 
my  house,  seein'  as  it  waa  the  largest  and  most  convenient  in  the 
nei^borhood." 

Occasionally  I  stumbled  on  a  loose  segment  of  woman's  sphere, 
even  among  the  friends  of  "  fr(>e  Kansas."   In  a  populous  Termont 

village,  at  a  meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  invite  tne  to  speak,  composed  of  the  two  clergymen  of 

the  village  and  Judge  S  .    Keverend  W         excused  himself 

from  the  service  on  the  ground  of    conscientious  scruples  as  to  the 

]>ro{)riety  of  women  speaking  in  public."    Judge  S  ,  a  man  who 

lor  a  quarter  of  a  century  had,  by  a  lacy  combination  of  wit  and 
logic,  maintained  his  ground  against  the  foes  of  temperance  and 
freedom,  with  inimitable  gravity  thanked  the  audience  for  the  honor 
conferred  on  him ;  adding,  I  have  no  conscientiouB  acmples  about 
getting  desirable  information  wherever  I  can  find  it." 
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In  SindainriUe,  Olmutauqne  County,  New  York,  ^erc  I  arrived 
late,  in  consequenee  of  a  railroad  accident,  I  foand  a  crowded  churcli. 
A  £:ent]en)an  introiliu-ed  to  ine  as  Mr.  Bull"  was  sittinp:  at  a  talde 
in  the  cxtrcMiie  front  comer  of  the  spacious  platform,  recording  the 
names  and  advance  payments  of  a  class  in  music,  which,  as  I  had 
been  told  outside,  was  being  orc^ainzed  by  a  gentleman  who  had 
arrived  with  the  news  of  my  probable  detention. 

During  the  next  half  hoar  gentlemen  rose  at  three  eereral  times 

and  requested  Mr.  B  to  "  ]>ostpone  die  oUas  bnsiiieBB  till  the 

doM  of  the  lectore:  that  people  had  come  from  a  diatance  to  hear 
the  lecture,  and  were  anzious  to  retam  home,  the  night  being  dark 
and  rainy."  I  will  be  throogfa  soon.  I  like  to  ftiiab  a  thing  when 
I  begin."  There'll  be  time  enough,"  were  the  aeveral  repHea^ 
<;iven  in  a  tone  and  with  an  emphasis  that  suggested  to  my  mind  a 
doubt  of  the  speaker's  sympathy  with  my  subject.  When  the  clock 
pointed  to  eight,  I  quietly  took  my  seat  in  the  desk  and  was  smooth- 
ing my  page  of  notes  when  there  fell  on  my  astonished  ear — "  I  wiis 
altoiit  to  introduce  the  lady  speaker,  but  she  has  suddenly  disap- 
peared." Stepping  forward,  I  said,  ''Excuse  me,  sir;  as  the  hour 
is  very  late  I  took  mv  place  U.>  be  in  readiness  when  vou  .'should  be 
through  with  your  class."  Madam,  you  will  speak  on  thi.s  plat- 
foim."  I  noticed,  sir,  that  I  could  not  see  my  audience  from  the 
platform,  also  that  the  desk  was  lighted  for  me."  Madam,  yon 
can't  speak  in  that  pulpit  I "  "  This  ia  very  strange.  Will  you  give 
me  your  reasons  t  **  **  It's  none  of  yonr  bnsinesa  I "  Indeed,  sir, 
I  do  not  nndentand  it.  Will  yon  give  me  yonr  authority  f "  It*8 
my  pnlpit,  and  if  you  speak  in  this  house  to-night  you  speak  from 
this  platform!*'  Excuse  me,  sir;  I  mistook  you  for  the  music- 
teacher,  who,  as  I  was  told,  was  organizing  a  class  in  music."  And 
stepping  quickly  to  the  ]>latform  to  restore  the  equanimity  of  the 
house,  I  remarked,  as  indicatir)!;  my  position,  that  my  self-respect 
admonished  inc  to  be  the  lady  always,  no  mutter  how  ungentlemanly 
the  treatment  I  miirht  reicive  ;  that  the  cause  of  humatiity,  the 
cause  of  suffVring  Kansas  was  above  all  personal  considerations,  and 
proceeded  with  my  lecture. 

At  the  close,  Mr.  B  arose  and  said  :  "  I  owe  this  audience  an 

apology  for  my  ungentlemanly  language  to  Mrs.  Nidiols.  I  am 
aware  that  I  shall  get  into  the  public  prints,  and  I  wish  to  set  my- 
e^f  right."  ■  A  gentleman  in  the  audi«ioe  rose  and  moved,  that 

we  excuse  the  Bev.  B.  B  for  his  ungentlemanly  language  to 

Mrs.  Nichob  to-night,  on  the  score  of  his  ignorance."  The  mo> 
tion  was  seconded  with  emphasis  by  a  man  of  venerable  presence. 
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'^Fnends,**  I  appealed,  *<thiB  is  a  personal  matter;  it  gives  me  no 
conoem.  It  will  affect  neither  me  nor  my  work.  Please  name  saita- 

hle  women  for  the  committee  of  relief  wliieh  I  ara  here  to  ask.'* 
Business  being  condnded,  I  turned  to  Mr.  B-~~,  who  was  shot  in 
with  me  by  a  press  of  sympathizing  friends,  and^pressed  mjiegret^ 
that  he  should  have  said  anything  to  place  him  under  tho  necessity 
of  apologizing,  adding,  "but  I  hope  in  future  you  will  remember 
the  words  of  Solomon  :  '  Greater  is  he  that  controlleth  his  own 
spirit,  than  he  that  taketh  a  eity.'  (TOO<l-night,  sir."  I  learned  that 
H  few  Miontb;*  before  he  had  prevented  his  people  from  inviting  An- 
toinette Brown  to  speak  to  them  on  Temperance,  by  declaring  that 
"  be  woald  never  set  his  foot  in  a  pulpit  tiiat  had  been  occupied  by 
a  woman."  When  three  weeks  later  I  heard  of  his  dismissal  from 
«  his  charge  in  8  I  oonld  appreciate  the  remark  of  his  Infother 
dexgyman  in  a  neigfaboring  town,  to  whom  I  related  the  incident, 

that   Broker  B  is  rather  given  to  hooking  with  those  horns  of 

his,  but  he's  in  hot  water  now." 

In  the  winter  and  spring  of  1856, 1  had,  by  invitation  of  !tse<litor, 
written  a  series  of  articles  on  the  subject  of  woman's  legal  disabili- 
ties, preparatory  to  :i  ])lea  for  political  equality,  for  the  columns  of  the 
\\^n^as  Herald  of  Freedom,  the  last  number  of  which  went  down 
with  the  '\form  *'  and  press  of  the  othcc  to  the  bottom  of  the  Kansas 
river,  when  the  P»order  ruffians  sacked  Lawrence  in  1856. 

In  March,  1857,  1  again  returned  to  Kansas,  and  with  my  daugliter 
and  youngest  son,  made  a  permanent  home  in  Wyandotte  County. 

The  •Oonstitntion  was  sidopted  in  Kovember,  1859,  by  popular 
vote.  In  Jannaiy,  1860,  KaiuMS  having  been  admitted  to  the  Union, 
the  first  State  Legislature  met  at  Topeka,  the  capital  of  the  new 
State.  I  attended  its  sessions,  as  I  had  those  of  the  Convention, 
and  addressed  both  in  behalf  of  justice  for  the  women  of  &e  State, 
as  delegate  of  the  Kansas  Woman's  Kights  AssociatioTi.  This 
Association  was  formed  in  the  spring  of  1869  with  special  reference 
to  the  Convention  which  had  already  been  called  to  meet  in  the  July 
following,  in  the  city  of  Wyandotte. 

Tlip  Association — if  1  recollect  aright — inimltered  some  twenty- 
live  earnest  men  and  women  of  the  John  Brown  type,  living  in 
Moneka,  Linn  County  ;  John  O.  Wattles,  President ;  Susan  Wattles, 
Secretary.  Wendell  Phillips,  treasurer  of  the  Francis  Jackson 
Woman's  Rights  Fund,  guaranteed  payment  of  expenses,  and  the 
Association  sent  me,  with  limited  hopes  and  unstinted  blessings,  to 
canvass  the  principal  settlements  in  the  Territory,  obtain  names  to 
petitions  and  represent  them— if  allowed  by  courtesy  of  the  Oonven- 
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tion — in  behalf  of  eqaal  civil  and  political  rights  for  the  women  of 
the  State  to  he  organized.  I  was  appealed  to  aa  the  only  woman 
ill  the  Ten  iton  who  liad  experience  and  could  take  the  fidd,  wliicli 
was  I  believe  true. 

We  had  no  material  for  Conventions,  and  the  population  was  so 
sparse,  dihtani-es  so  great,  and  means  of  conveyance  and  communi- 
cation so  blow  and  uncertain,  that  I  felt  sure  an  attempt  at  Conven- 
tions would  bo  disastrous,  only  betraying  the  weakness  of  our  re* 
serves,  for  I  must  hare  done  most,  if  not  all  the  speaking. 

It  was  the  policy  of  Hie  Bepnblicans  to  "  keep  shady,"  as  a  party. 
John  Wattles  came  to  Wjandotte  before  I  addressed  the  GonTeD> 
tion,  counseled  with  members,  and  reported  to  me  that  ^  I  didn't 
need  him,  that  it  was  better  that  no  man  ap))ear  in  it." 

After  spending  some  four  weeks  in  the  field,  I  went  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  with  a  very  dear  friend,  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Armstrong,  of 
"Wyandotte,  was  given  a  permanent  seat  beside  the  chaplain,  Kev. 
Mr.  Davis,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churih 
of  the  District,  which  1  occujned  till  the  adjournment  of  tlie  Con- 
vention, laboring  to  dcvcK)})  au  active  and  correspond iiiLi^  interest  in 
outsiderji  as  well  as  members,  until  my  petitions  lia*l  hi  cn  ai^ted  upon 
and  the  provisions  linally  passed ;  purposely  late  iu  the  session. 

Having  at  the  commencement,  only  two  known  friends  of  onr 
canse  among  the  delegates  to  rely  upon  for  its  adrocacy,  against  the 
compact  opposition  of  the  sixteen  Democratie  members,  and  the 
bitter  prejudices  of  several  of  the  strongest  Bepnblicans,  including 
the  first  Chief  Justice  of  the  new  State  and  its  present  unrecon- 
structed  Senator  Ingalls,  an  earlj  report  upon  our  petitions  would 
have  been  utter  defeiU.  Perristent  "  button>holing "  of  the  dele- 
gates, any  "  unwomanly  obtrusiveness of  manners,  a  vagne  ap- 
prehension of  which,  at  that  period  of  our  movement,  was  a»oci- 
ated  in  the  minds  of  even  good  men  and  women,  with  the  atlvocacy 
of  the  cause,  was  the  "  big-'fraid  "  followed  by  more  than  one 

little  'fraid,''  that  made  my  course  one  of  anxiety,  less  only  than 
my  faith  in  the  ultimate  adojition  of  the  provisions  named. 

Of  political  suffrage  I  liuU,  as  I  coniidcntially  told  my  friends  of 
the  AssociatioD,  no  hope,  and  for  the  very  reason  given  me  later  by 
members  of  the  Convention  who  consented  to  school  suffrage;  viz : 
«<even  if  endorsed  by  popular  vote,  such  a  provision  would  probably 
defeat  admission  to  the  Union.'*  None  the  less,  however,  was  the 
necessity  for  disarming  the  prejudices  and  impressing  upon  dele, 
gates  and  citizens  the  jnatioe  of  the  demand  for  political  enf  nm> 
chisement 
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Fortanately,  the  boepitable  tea-table  of  Mrs*  Armstrong,  with 
whom  I  was  domiciled  for  the  session,  K&enA.  abundant  womanlj 

opportnnitj  for  conference  and  discussion  with  delegates;  and  in 
the  homes  of  leading  citizens  I  met «  hearty  qrmpathj  which  I  can 
never  forget. 

Daring  ft  recess  of  the  Convention,  a  friendly  member  introduced 
me  to  Governor  Medarv,  ns  "  the  lady  who,  by  vote  of  the  Conven- 
tion, will  spfak  here  tliis  evening  in  behalf  of  equal  Constitntional 
riffht:-  fui  the  women  of  Kansas."  "  Rut,  Mis.  ^sichols,  you  would 
not  have  wotiiou  fju  down  into  tiie  inuMy  jioul  of  politics?  "  asked 
the  Governor.  ''Even  so,  Governor,  i  admit  that  you  know  best 
how  muddy  that  pool  is,  bat  yon  remember  the  Bctliesda  of  old ; 
how  the  angel  had  to  go  in  and  trouble  the  waters  before  the  sick 
conld  be  healed.  So  I  would  have  the  angels  trouble  this  muddy 
pool  that  it  may  be  well  with  the  people;  for  you  know,  Gk>Temor 
Medary,  that  this  people  is  veiy  siek.  But  here  is  a  petition  to 
whidi  I  am  adding  names  as  I  find  opportunity ;  will  you  place 
your  name  on  the  roll  of  honor?"  l^ot  now,  Madam,  not  now. 
1  will  tign  the  bill.^^  And  the  Governor,  quite  unconscious  of  his 
mistake,  with  a  smile  and  a  bow,  hurried  away  amid  the  good-nut-  , 
ured  raillery  of  the  little  circle  that  had  gathered  around  us.  lint 
it  wao  Governor  Kobinson.  the  life-long  friend  of  woman  and  a  free 
humanity,  that  had  the  pleasure  of  "signing  the  bills." 

In  compliance  with  the  earnest  request  of  delegates,  supported  by 
the  action  of  the  As^ciatiou,  I  labored  from  the  adjournment  of 
the  Convention  till  the  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  to 
remove  the  prejudices" — as  the  delegates  expressed  it — *^  oi  their 
constitnents,  against  the  Woman's  Rights  provisions"  of  that  docu- 
ment The  death  of  Hr.  Wattles  on  the  eve  of  the  campaign  sent 
me  alone  into  the  lecture  iield.  For  with  the  exception  of  Hon. 
Charles  Robinson,  our  first  State  Governor,  and  always  an  ontapdcen 
frie!»d  of  our  cause,  the  politicians  in  the  field  either  ignored  or 
ridicaled  the  idea  of  women  being  entitled  under  the  school  pro- 
vision to  vote. 

At  Bloomington,  when  I  had  presented  its  merits  in  contrast  with 
e.xisting  legal  provisions,  a  venerable  man  in  the  audience  rose  and 
remarked  that  the  Hon.  James  H.  Lane,  in  addressing  them  a  few 
days  before,  denied  that  the  provision  reg-arding  Common  Schools 
meant  anything  more  than  equal  educational  privileges,  and  that 
the  Courts  would  .-o  decide.  That  it  wonld  never  do  to  allow  women 
to  vote,  for  only  vile  women  would  go  to  the  polls.  And  now, 
added  the  old  gentleman,   I  would  like  to  hear  what  Mrs.  Nichols 
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has  to  8aj  on  this  point  I  **  Taking  oonneel  only  of  my  indignatioiiy 
I  replied:  Mrs.  ITichole  has  to  taj,  that  vile  men  who  seek  oat 
Tile  women  elaewhere,  may  better  m^et  them  at  the  polls  nnder  the 
eyes  of  good  men  and  good  women :  and  dropped  into  my  seat  'mid 
a  perfect  attxim  of  applaae^  in  which  women  joined  as  heartily  as 
men. 

Policy  restrained  the  few  Republican  members  who  had  voted 
against  the  provisions*  from  open  opposition,  and  tlic  more  that 
everywhere  Democrats,  wiioin  I  appealed  to  as  '*  friends  in  political 
disgnise,"  treated  me  with  marked  courtesy;  often  contributing  to 
ray  ex}>en8es.  One  such  remarked,  "  There,  Mrs.  Nichols,  is  a  Dem- 
ocratic half-dollar  ;  I  like  your  Woman's  Rights." 

At  Troy,  Don.  Co.,  sitting  behind  the  closer!  shutters  of  an  open  win- 
dow, I  heard  outside  a  debate  between  BepnbUeans  and  Democrats 
One  of  the  latter,  an  ez-Seoretsiy  of  the  Territory,  at  one  time  act- 
ing Governor,  and  a  member  of  the  Oonstitntional  Gonventioo,  who 
had  dwelt  much  on  the  superior  prerog^tiTes  of  the  Anglo-Sason 
race,  was  saying,  *'  You  go  for  political  equality  with  the  negro ;  we 
Democrats  won*t  stand  that,  it  would  demoralize  the  white  man.** 
On  my  way  to  lecture  in  the  evening,  a  friend  forewarned  me 
that  the  ex^ecretary,  with  two  or  three  of  his  political  stripe,  had 
engaged  a  shrewd  Democratic  lawyer,  by  getting  him  half  drunk, 
to  reply  to  me.  So  when  in  my  concluding  appeal  1  turned  as  usu- 
al to  the  Democrats,  I  narrated  the  above  incident  and  lx)wed  smil- 
ingly to  the  ex-Secretary,  with  M  liom  I  was  acquainted,  and  said. 
*'  Gentlemen  who  turn  u}»  their  '  Anglo-Saxon '  no.^es  at  the  idea  of 
'political  equality  with  the  negro,'  as  demoralizing  to  the  white  man, 
forget  that  in  all  the^  years  the  white  woman  has  been  '  on  a  politi- 
cal equality  with  the  negro ' ;  they  forget,  that  in  keeping  their  own 
moiiherB,  wives  and  daughters  in  the  negro  pew,  to  save  them 
demoralization  by  political  equality  with  the  white  man,  they  are 
paying  themselves  a  sorry  compliment."  The  drunken  lawyer  was 
qnietly  hustled  out  by  his  friends,  the  Democrats  themselves  joining 
the  audience  in  expressions  of  respect  at  the  dose  of  my  lecture.  But 

*  The  bead  unci  front  of  the  oppofliUon  was  Judge  KiDgman,  Cbairman  of  the  Judiciary 
Commltiteo,  to  wtateht  wtOi  Ui«  Committee  on  Eleetloiu,  my  peUtlon  was  referred.  He  wrote 
the  Report  aj^fnst  granting  our  demand,  and  of  those  who  sl^rned  it  all  but  iGen.)  Blunt 
and  bImaeU  were  Democmta.  Tbt:  report  was  adopted  by  a  solid  vote  of  the  D«mocr&t» 
(1^  and  •oough  Rcpablteens  to  make  a  majority.  ThtttjNrix  BepabHeaiia  and  16  Dain> 
ocnUs  comprised  the  wh  il^  r1i  li-L'at!<vn.  If  my  raomorv  Is  not  at  fnult,  27  Republicans 
voted  Id  caucus  for  the  pruvisiuns  which  were  ulUmatelj  carried  in  our  behalf,  whldi  waa 
i»  ma|orllj  of  the  whole  OonveDtlon.  In  caneoa  a  n^Joitty  wen  la  fevor  of  polltiMi 
jtghu ;  but  only  a  minority,  from  eunviction  thnf  Woman  flnlftiffi  ironHTpinTrnt  ailnilielon 
to  the  Union,  would  vote  it  in  CoDvention. 
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these  from  hundredfi  of  telHog  inddents  miut  Bofflee  to  initiate  yon 

in  the  spirit  of  that  ever  memorable  campaign. 

In  1854,  when  I  was  about  leaving  Yermont  for  KanBas,  an  ear- 
nest friend  of  onr  cause  protested  that  I  was  "going  to  bury  myself 
in  Kaii?ap,  just  as  I  had  won  an  influence  and  awakened  a  pub- 
lic sentiment  that  aseured  the  succ^  of  onr  demand  for  equal  rights." 
I  replied  that  it  was  a  thousand  times  more  difficult  to  procure  the 
repeal  of  unjust  l;i\v.s  in  an  old  State,  than  the  adoption  of  juBt  laws 
in  the  organization  of  a  new  State.  That  I  could  aceomplish  more 
for  woman,  even  the  women  of  the  old  States,  and  with  less  effort, 
in  the  new  State  of  Kansas,  than  I  oonld  in  conservative  old  Ver- 
mont, whose  prejudices  were  so  mndi  stronger  than  its  convictions, 
that  jnstioe  to  women  mast  stand  a  criminal  trial  in  eveiy  Oonrt  of 
the  State  to  win,  and  then  pay  the  oosts. 

My  hnsband  went  to  Kansas  for  a  milder  dimate ;  my  sons  to 
make  homes  under  conditions  hotter  suited  than  the  old  States  to 
their  tastes  and  means.  I  went  to  work,  for  a  Goverament  of 
"equality,  liberty,  fmteroity,"  in  the  State  to  be. 

I  had  learned  from  my  experience  with  the  legal  fraternity,  that  at 
a  profession  they  were  dead-weights  on  our  demands,  and  the  reason 
why.  When  pressed  to  logical  conclusions,  which  they  were  always 
quick  to  see,  and  in  fair  proportion  to  admit,  were  in  our  favor,  they 
almost  invariably  retreated  under  the  plea  that  the  reforms  we  asked 
"being  fundamental,  would  destroy  the  harmony  of  the  statutes!" 
And  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  wouM  cost  more  time  and 
effort  to  disrupt  the  woman's  "  disabiHties  "  attachment  from  the 
legal  and  political  harmon icons  of  the  old  States,  than  it  would  to  se- 
enre  mntage  ground  for  legal  and  political  eqnaUty  in  the  new.  I  be- 
lieved then  and  believenow  that  Woman  Suffrage  would  have  received 
a  majority  vote  in  Kantes  if  it  could  have  been  submitted  unembar* 
rsased  by  the  possibility  of  its  bang  made  a  pretext  for  keeping 
Eansas  out  of  the  Union.  And  but  for  Judge  Kingman,  I  believe 
it  would  have  received  the  vote  of  a  majority  in  convention.  He 
jJayed  upon  the  old  harmonieon,  "oiganie  Utw,"  and  "  the  harmony 
of  the  statutes." 

liy  pleas  before  the  Constitutional  Convention  and  the  people, 
were  for  equal  legal  and  political  rights  for  women.  In  detail  I 
asked  I 

1st.  Equal  educational  rights  and  privileges  in  all  the  .'schools  and 
institutions  of  learning  fostered  or  controlled  by  the  State. 

2d.  An  equal  right  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  organization 
and  conduct  of  the  Common  Schools. 
13 


Digitized  by  Google 


194    '  HUtory  of  Woman  Suffrage. 

8d.  Recognition  of  t}i*  m  >tbcr's  equal  right  with  the  father  to  the 
ooutrol  and  custody  of  their  mutual  o&pring. 
4th.  Protection  in  pmon,  ])ropert7,  and  eaniioga  for  married 

women  and  widows  the  same  as  for  men. 

Tlie  first  three  were  fully  ijranted.  In  the  final  reading,  King- 
man changed  the  wordiiiL:  of  the  fourth,  so  as  to  leave  the  Le;ii>hiture 
a  chance  to  preserve  the  infamous  common  law  right  to  perst<iuil 
services.  There  were  too  many  old  lawyers  in  the  Convention.  The 
Democracy  had  four  or  five  who  pulled  with  Kinixmun.  or  he  with 
them  against  us.  Not  a  Democrat  put  liis  name  to  the  Constitution 
when  adopted. 

The  debate  published  in  the  Wyandotte  OaattU  of  July  13, 1859, 
on  granting  Mre.  NioihoU  a  hearing  in  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  the  Committee's  report  on  the  Woman's  Petition,  furnishes  a 
page  of  histoiy  of  which  some  of  the  actors^  at  least,  will  hare  no 
reason  to  read  with  special  pride. 

BEPOBT  OP  JUDICLVRY  FRANCHISE  COMMITTEE  ON  WOMAN 

SUFFRAGE  PETITIONS. 

The  Committte  on  the  Judiciary,  to  wbom  in  connection  with  the  CooiiuiUce 
on  Franchise  was  referred  the  petitioa  of  suadry  citizens  of  Kansas,  "  protest- 
ing against  any  constitntioaal  dIstinctiooB  based  on  difference  of  sex,"  bnve 
had  the  same  undw  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

Your  Committee  concede  the  point  in  the  petition  upon  which  the  right  is 
claimed,  that  "  the  women  of  the  State  have  individually  an  evident  common 
interest  with  its  men  in  the  protection  of  Ufo,  liberty,  property,  and  intellectual 
enltore,  and  are  not  diepoeed  to  deny,  that  t/oi  involvee  greater  and  more 
complex  neponaibflities.  but  the  Committee  are  comfwlleil  t^>  dissent  from  con- 
clu»ion  of  petition  ;  they  tliiiik  the  rights  of  women  nrr  in  present  hand-i. 
The  proof  that  tht  y  urc  so  is  found  in  the  growing  disposition  un  the  part  of 
different  Legialutures  to  extend  and  protect  their  rights  of  property,  and  in  the 
enlightened  and  progreaalTe  apirit  cf  the  age  which  acta  gently,  hot  efll- 
oieutly  upon  the  legidatlooof  the  day.  Such  rights  m  are  natural  are  now 
enjoyed  as  fully  by  women  as  men.  Such  riLrlit':  nnd  duties  as  arc  merely  polit- 
ical they  should  be  reln.v  li  from,  that  they  may  have  more  time  to  attend  to 
those  greater  and  more  complicated  responsibilities  which  petitioners  claim,  and 
which  your  Committee  admit  derdtea  upon  woman. 

All  of  which  la  reapeotftiQy  anboiitted. 

ftait,  A.  EnraMAH,  Qm.  B.  Leuub,  P.  S.  Pahxs,  Josh  P.  Slocob, 
8A1I.  A.  BvnnoH,  Jobr  F.  Bubss,  J.  D.  Oinn,  O.  Burar,  Bss; 
Wbiolbt. 

MISSOURI. 

In  the  spring  of  1858,  having  arranged  my  home  affairs,  I  set 
«boat  the  prosecotion  of  a  plan  for  widening  the  area  of  woman's 
work  and  influence  on  the  Missonri  border.  Separated  only  by  thai 
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«team-plowed  rivor  from  my  Kaneaa  liome,Kifl80Qii  towns  and  liam> 
lets  lay  inTitingly  before  me.  For  more  fhan  three  yeais  I  had  held 
my  opportunity  in  reserve.  The  time  to  improve  it  seemed  to  have 

come. 

"When  our  company  landed  at  Kansas  City,  October,  1854,  mera- 
l>ers  of  H  Missouri  delegation  opposed  to  the  Free  State  emigration 
to  that  Territory  met  ns.  ^lore  than  half  the  company  that  pre- 
<  e<led  ours  had  been  turned  back  by  their  rcprosontations  without  a 
look  at  the  territory.  As  our  boat  touched  the  landing,  Col.  Scott, 
of  St.  Joseph,  stepped  on  board,  and  commenced  questioning  lion. 
E.  M.  Thurston,  of  Maine,  who,  as  Committee  of  Arrangements  for 
the  transfer  of  the  company's  baggjigc,  excused  himself,  and  turning 
to  nic,  added  :  "  Here,  sir,  is  a  lady  who  can  give  you  the  informa- 
tion you  desire — Mrs.  Nicholfl,  editor  of  the  WindJiam  County 
J^emoendJ^  Li  accepting  the  introdnction,  I  caught  the  surprised 
and  qnizsical  sorvey  of  a  pair  of  keen,  bladk  eyes,  culminating  in 
Bn  mimistakable  eicpression  of  hnmorons  anticipation ;  and,  certain 
ihitt  my  inteonewer  was  intelligent  and  a  genlleman,  I  resolved  to 
follow  his  lead  in  kind.  ^  Madam,**  he  inquired,  can  yon  tell  me 
where  all  these  people  are  from,  and  where  they  are  going  ?  "  They 
am  fxom  the  New  England  States,  and  are  going  to  Kansas.  And 
what  are  they  going  to  do  in  Kansas  1 "  Make  homes  and  surround 
themselves  with  the  institutions,  social  and  political,  to  which  they 
are  accustomed.  But,  madam,  they  can't  make  homes  on  the  Kan- 
sas prairies  with  free  labor  ;  it  is  impossible  ! " 

Why,  sir,  our  ancestors  felled  the  primitive  forests  an<l  cUured 
the  ground  to  grow  their  bread,  but  Kansas  prairies  are  rea<ly  for 
the  i>l(jw  ;  their  rank  grasses  invite  tlie  flocks  and  herds.  Do  you 
know  what  a  country  we  come  from  I  did  you  never  hear  how  in 
l^ew  Hampshire  and  Yermont  iIjo  sheeps'  noses  liavc  to  bo  sbarp- 
■ened,  so  that  they  can  pluck  the  spires  of  grass  from  between  the 

With  a  hamorooB,give>it-np  sort  of  laugh,  he  remarked,  abruptly : 
'"Ton  are  an  editor^  do  yon  ever  leetare?"  Sometimes  I  do. 
^  On  what  snhjects  !*'  Education,  Temperance,  Woman's  Rights— 
**  Oh,  woman*s  rights !  Will  you  go  to  St.  Joseph  and  lecture  on 
woman's  rights  t  Our  people  are  all  anxious  to  hear  on  that  sub- 
ject."  Why,  sir,  I  am  an  Abolitionist,  and  they  would  tar  and 
feather  me  1  "  You  don't  say  anything  about  slavery  in  your  worn* 
^n's  rights'  lectures,  do  you  ?"    No,  sir  ;  I  never  mix  things. 

After  a  sharp,  but  good  natured  tilt  on  the  slavery  question,  the 
Colonel  returned  to  tlie  lecture,  about  which  he  was  so  evidently  in 
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eaniee' — guaraiitt'eini:^  "a  fine  audience,  courteous  treatment,  and 
ample  compensation"  ;  that  I  gave  a  promise  to  vieit  St.  Joseph  on 
my  return  if  there  should  be  time  before  the  closing  of  navigation, 
a  promise  I  was  prevented  from  fulfilling.  And  now  after  three 
years,  in  which  the  emigrants  had  made  homes  and  secured  them 
againgt  the  aggreseioos  of  the  alaye  power,  I  wrote  him  that  if  the 
people  of  8t.  Joseph  still  wished  to  hear,  and  it  pleased  him  to 
renew  his  guarantees  of  aid  and  protection,  I  was  at  leisnre  to  leet* 
nre  on  woman's  rights.  His  reply  was  prompt;  his  aasnranoes 
hearty.  I  had  ^  only  to  name  the  time,"  and  I  wonld  And  eyery- 
thing  in  readiness.  That  the  tmce-like  conrtesy  of  the  compact 
between  ns  may  be  appreciated,  I  copy  a  postscript  appended  to  his 
letter  and  a  postscript  in  reply  added  to  my  note  of  appointment ; 
with  the  explanation,  that  in  our  Kansas  City  inter\  io\v,  the  Colonel 
had  declared  the  iiogi  o  incapable  of  edacation,  and  that  emaucipa* 
tion  would  result  in  aniali^atnation. 

Postscript  No.  1. — Have  you  tried  your  experiment  of  education 
on  any  h'ttlo  ni<xgor  yct?  .  J.  S. 

Postsciipt  ^o.  2. — No,  I  have  not  tried  my  educational  experi- 
ment, for  the  reason  that  the  horrid  amalgamationiats  preceded  us, 
and  so  bleached  the  niggers"  that  I  have  hot  been  able  to  find  a 
por&-blood  specimen.  0.  I.  H.  N. 

The  sabject  of  slavery  was  not  again  mentioned  between  na.  And 
when  we  shook  hands  in  the  'cabin  of  the  steamer  at  parting,  he 
remarked,  with  a  manly  ftankness  in  grateful  contrast  with  the 
covert  contempt  felt,  rather  than  expressed,  in  his  previons  conrte- 
ties,  that  he  thought  it  proper  I  .should  know,  that  my  audiences, 
composed  of  the  most  intelligent  and  respectable  people  of  St. 
Joaeph,  were  pleased  with  niy  lectures.  One  of  its  most  eminent 
citizens  had  said  to  him,  that  lie  '^ha<l  not  tlionirht  of  the  subject  in 
the  light  presented,  but  he  really  could  see  no  objection  to  women 
voting." 

Only  one  lecture  had  been  pn>[)osod.  JJy  a  vote  of  my  audience 
I  gave  a  second,  ami  liad  reason  to  feel  that  I  had  effectually  broken 
ground  in  Missouri ;  that  I  had  not  otdy  won  a  respectful  consider- 
ation for  woman's  caose  and  its  advocacy,  but  improved  my  oppor- 
tonity  to  vindicate  New  England  training,  in  face  of  Sontheni  prej- 
udices. One  little  episode,  as  rich  in  its  significance,  as  in  the 
inspiration  it  communicated,  will  serve  to  xonnd  out  my  St  Joseph 
experience. 

In  introducing  me  to  my  audience,  the  Colonel — remembering, 
perhaps,  that  I  did  not  mix  things,"  or  feeling  that  he  might  tmat 
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my  consciousness  of  being  conierod  on  tlio  slavery  qnestion — re- 
marked iu  a  vein  of  eourteously  conecMlcfl  ironv  :  "  It  looks  very 
Btrange  to  us  for  a  lady  to  speak  in  public,  but  we  must  remember 
that  in  the  section  of  country  from  which  this  ladv  comes,  the 
necessity  of  self-support  bears  ecpmlly  upon  -women,  and  crowds 
them  out  of  domestic  life  into  vocations  more  congenial  to  the 
Sterner  sex.  Happily  our  domestic  institutions,  by  relieving  women 
of  the  neoesBity  to  labor,  protect  them  in  the  sacred  privacy  of 
home.** 

In  hu  igDoraooe  of  the  subject,  my  friend  had  unwittingly  reamed 
the  bow.  In  bringing  his  *<dome8tio  institution"  to  the  front,  he 
had  so  mixed  thingB,"  that  in  my  showing  of  the  legal  disabililaes 
of  women,  of  the  no-right  of  the  white  wife  and  mother  to  herself, 
her  children,  and  her  earnings,  my  audience  could  not  fail  to 
appreciate  the  anomalous  character  of  a  "protection**  so  pathetically 
aoggestive  of  the  legal  level  of  the  slave  woman,  to  which  man,  in 
his  greed  of  wealth  and  power,  had    crowded  "  both. 

Some  months  later,  at  the  breakfast-table  of  a  Missouri  River 
steamer,  a  gentleman  of  St.  Joseph  recof^riized  me,  and  reported 
ray  lectures  to  ex-Goveruor  Kollins,  who  was  also  on  board,  and 
asked  an  introduction.  After  a  long  and  pleasant  discussion  with 
the  Governor,  who  enter^  at  once  upon  the  sul»ject,  in  its  legal, 
■political,  and  educational  aspects,  it  was  agreed  that  I  should  lecrure 
at  niy  earliest  convenience  in  several  of  the  principal  towns  of  the 
State,  the  capital  included ;  the  Governor  himself  proposing  to  com- 
manicate  with  influential  oitisena  to  make  the  neoessaxy  arrange- 
ments. 

An  early  oomplianoe  with  my  promise  was  prevented  by  the  Kan- 
sas movement  for  a  constitutional  convention ;  my  connection  with 
which  left  me  no  leisure  till  late  in  the  autumn,  when  I  commenced 
my  proposed  lecture  course  in  Iffissouri  by  an  appointment  at  West> 

port,  by  arrangement  of  a  gentleman  of  that  place,  whose  acquaint- 
ance I  had  made  in  my  Kansas  campaign.  Arrived  at  the  Westport 
hotel,  where  my  entertainment  had  been  bespoken,  I  was  taken  by  the 
landlady  to  her  own  cosy  sitting-room,  and  made  pleasantly  at  home. 
L^ter  in  the  day  I  became  aware  of  considerable  excitement  in  the 
bar-room  and  street  of  the  town.  The  landlord  held  sevcrul  hurried 
consultations  with  his  wife  in  the  ante-room.  My  dinner  wjis  served 
in  the  private  room,  it  being  more  pleasant,"  my  hostess  said, 
**  than  eating  at  the  public  table  with  a  lot  of  strange  men."  An 
Uuur  after  time,  the  gentleman  who  was  to  call  for  myself  and  the 
landlady,  announced  an  assembly  of  a  "  dozen  rude  boys,"  and  that 
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h\  consequcDce  of  the  news  of  John  Browirs  raid  at  Hai^>ers  Ferry 
(of  which  I  had  not  before  heanl),  the  excitement  was  such  that  lie 
couhl  not  persuade  the  ladies  to  cotne  out.  With  some  hesitation 
he  added,  that  it  "  had  even  been  suggested  that  I  might  be  an 
emiBsary  or  accomplioe,  in  what  was  suspected  to  be  a  general  and 
preeoiioerted  abolitioii  movoment"  This  explained  the  que^on- 
iug^  of  my  hoBtefls,  and  Uie  providon  against  any  possible  radenen 
which  £  mi|^t  hare  reoeiyed  from  the  strange  men**  at  the  public 
table.  Thus  ended  mj  projeoted  campaign  in  Missonri.  For  every 
city  and  hamlet  in  the  State  was  so  hannted  by  the  maiohing  spirit 
of  the  Kansas  hero,  that  to  have  suggested  a  lecture  on  any  subject 
from  a  known  Abolitionist,  would  have  mined  the  political  prospects 
of  dven  an  ex-Govenior. 

Three  years  later,  assisted  by  a  former  resident  of  Kansas,  I  lect- 
ured to  a  very  small,  but  respectful  audience  in  Kansas  City  ;  and 
in  the  spring  of  1867  was  invited  by  a  committee  of  ladies  to  lecture 
at  a  Fair  of  the  Congregational  Society  of  that  city,  with  accompany- 
ing assurances  from  the  pastor  and  his  wife,  of  their  confidence  in 
the  salutary  influence  of  such  a  lecture,  on  a  community  which  had 
been  recently  treated  to  an  unfriendly  presentation  of  the  woman's 
rights  movement  and  its  advocates.  I  was  too  ill  at  the  time  to 
leave  home,  but  the  difference  between  my  anxious  efforts  three 
yean  before  to  be  heard,  and  this  more  than  cordial  assurance  of  a 
waiting  audience,  was  a  happy  tonic  It  was  from  persons  who 
knew  me  only  through  my  advocacy  of  woman's  equality,  and  evi- 
denced the  |»ogres8  of  our  cause. 

In  December,  1854,  on  ray  return  from  Kansas  to  Vermont,  I 
spent  several  days  in  St,  Louis,  in  the  pleasant  family  of  my  friend, 
Mrs.  Frances  D.  Gage,  who,  very  much  to  my  regret,  was  away  in 
Illinois.  The  Judge  having  recently  removed  to  the  city,  the  family 
were  comparatively  strangers;  Abolitioniiits  in  a  pro-slavery  commu- 
nity. Mrs.  Gage,  I  think,  had  broken  ground  for  temperance,  but 
they  could  tell  me  of  no  friends  to  woman's  right-i.  Rev.  ^fr. 
Elhot  was  not  then  one  of  us,  as  I  learned  through  a  son  of  ^Irs. 
Gage,  who  called  on  him  in  my  behalf  for  the  use  of  his  leciiirc- 
room.  1  felt  instinctively  that,  unfettered  by  home  and  business 
interests,  I  was  less  constrained  than  my  friend,  and  resolved,  if 
possible,  to  win  a  hearing  fw  woman.  Having  secured  a  hall,  I 
called  at  the  business  office  of  a  gentleman  of  wealth  and  high  sodal 
position — a  slave-holder  and  opposed  to  free  Kansas,  with  whom  I 
had  formed  a  qpeaking  acquaintance  in  Brattlebovo* — and  procured 
from  him  a  voucher  for  my  respectability.   Armed  with  this  I 
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called  on  tlie  editors  of  the  Repuhlu'nn  (y)ro-sl;i\  orj),  and  secured  a 
paid  notice  of  mj  lecture.  Tlu-  editor  of  the  Democrat^  who  had 
an  interest  iu  free  Kansitb,  ami  wu^  ^^lad  of  news  items  from  ita 
immigrants,  received  me  cordially,  and  gave  the  "lady  lecturer" 
a  handsome  "persoDal,"  though  he  had  no  more  inteTert  in  my 
subject  tiian  eitiher  of  the  other  gendmen,  and  gave  me  little 
encoimgmeiit  of  aa  andieaee.  NovertheleeS}  when  the  eTening 
came,  I  met  an  andience  intelligent  and  reapectfal,  and  larger  than 
I  had  ventured  to  expect,  hot  not  nmnerooa  enough  to  warrant  the 
Tentnre  of  a  eeoond  lecture  in  the  ezpensive  hall,  which  from  the 
refasal  of  church  lecture-roome,  I  had  been  obliged  to  occupy.  Bat 
liere,  aa  often  before  and  after,  a  good  Providence  interposed.  Kev. 
Mr.  Weaver,  Universalist,  claimed  recognition  aa  "a  reader  in  hia 
boyhood  of  Mrs.  Kichols*  paper" — his  father  wag  a  patron  of  the 
Whidham  County  Democrat — and  tendered  the  use  of  his  church 
for  further  lectures.  1  had  found  a  friend  of  the  cauee.  The  result 
was  a  full  house,  and  hearty  appeals  for  "  more." 

As  isolated,  historical  facts,  how  very  trivial  all  tl^se  "  reiiiiiiis- 
eonces"  appear!  How  egotistical  the  pen  that  presumes  u])oii  any- 
thing Uke  a  popular  interest  iu  their  perusal !  But  to  the  .social  and 
political  reformer,  as  to  the  Kanes  and  Livingstons,  triHes  teach  the 
relations  of  things,  and  indicate  the  methods  and  courses  of  action 
that  result  in  world-wide  good  or  evil  Seeds  carried  by  the  winds 
and  waves  plant  forests  and  beautify  the  waste  places  of  the  earth. 
Tmiha  that  flowed  from  the  silent  nib  of  my  pen  in  Yermont,  had 
been  garnered  in  a  boy's  sympathies  to  yield  me  a  man's  welcome 
and  aid  in  St  Louis.  How  elear  the  lesson,  that  for  seed-sowing, 
all  seasons  belong  to  God's  truth  ! 

The  autumn  and  winter  of  18()0-f>l  I  spent  in  Wisconsin  and 
Ohio ;  in  Wisconsin,  visiting  friends  and  lecturing.  In  Ohio,  Mrs, 
Frances  D.  Gage,  Mrs.  Hannah  Tracy  Cutler,  and  myself  were  em- 
ployed under  direction  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jones,  of  Salem,  to  can- 
vass the  State,  lecturing  and  procuring  names  to  petitions  to  the 
Legislature  for  equal  legal  and  political  rights  for  the  women  of  the 
State.  The  time  chosen  for  this  work  was  in<>)'purtune  for  imme- 
diate success — the  opening  scenes  of  the  relH'llion  ulike  absorbing 
the  attention  of  the  people  and  their  Legislat  ure.  Wunieu  in  goodly 
numbers  came  out  to  hear,  but  men  of  all  classes  waited  in  the 
streets,  or  congregated  in  public  places  to  h^  the  news  and  discuss 
the  political  situation. 

¥Vom  December,  1868,  to  March,  1866,  I  was  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  writing  in  the  Military  or  Bevenue  Departments,  or  occupy. 
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ing  the  poeition  of  Matron  in  the  Home  for  Colored  Orphans,  which 
had  been  opened  in  the  seoond  yoar  of  the  rebellion,  bv  the  help  of 
the  Government  and  the  untiring  energy  of  a  few  noble  women 
intent  on  saving  the  helpless  waifs  of  slaverj  cast  by  thousands 
upon  the  bare  sands  of  military  freedom. 

In  the  autumn  of  1867,  the  Legislature  of  Kansas  having  submit- 
ted to  the  voters  of  the  State  a  woman  sutiV.ige  amendment  to  its 
Constitution,  I  gave  some  four  weeks  to  the  canvass,  which  was 
engaged  in  by  flome  of  the  ablest  fiiends  of  tfaB  oanae  from  otiier 
StatM,  among  them  Lucy  Stone,  Bev.  Olympia  Brown,  Elizabeth 
Oadj  Stanton,  and  Snsan  B.  Anthony.  In  oor  own  Stato,  among 
others,  Qovemor  Bobinson,  John  Bitcfaie,  and  S.  H.  Wood  of  the 
old  Free  State  Gnard,  rallied  to  the  work.  With  the  canvan  of 
Atchieon  and  J&BenoQ  Counties,  and  a  few  lectures  in  Douglass, 
Shawnee^  and  Osage  Counties,  1  retired  £rom  a  field  overlaid  with 
happy  reminders  of  past  trials  merged  in  present  blessings.  The 
work  was  in  competent  hands,  but  the  time  was  ill-chosen  on  account 
of  the  political  complicationB  with  negro  sofbsge,  and  failure  was 
the  result. 

Since  Dcceinber,  1871,  my  home  Las  been  in  California,  where 
family  cares  and  the  infirmities  of  age  limit  my  efforts  for  a  freer 
and  a  nobler  humanity  to  the  pen.  Trusting  that  love  of  God  and 
man  will  ever  point  it  w'ith  truth  and  justice,  1  close  this  expose  of 
my  public  life. 
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MASSACHUSBTTS. 

Women  In  the  Revolution— Anti-Tea  Lea^rued— PlilUla  Whcatlcy— Mistress  Atitip  Ilutcll- 
inson— Heroiucfl  iu  tbe  Slavery  Conflict— Women  ToUng  osder  the  Colonial  Cbarter— 
Mary  Upton  Ferrin  PcUtions  the  Legitlatars  tn  1848— W<mMll*t  BI||fhtB  OonvenUoot  * 
In  1850.  '51— Letter  of  Harriot  Martineau  from  England— Laitl«  of  Jeannie  Derolno 
from  a  Prison  Cell  in  Paris— Editorial  from  Tht  Chridim  Inquirer— The  Una,  edited 
by  Paulina  Wright  Davis— Constitutional  Convention  in  1853— Before  tbe  Legislature  in 
1857— Harriet  K.  Iluiifs  Protest  against  TaxaUon— Lncy  StoncV  Protest  agtlnttbe 
Marriage  Lawa— Boaton  CooTentlona— Theodora  Parker  on  Womao'a  Poeltion. 

Dl  ki^g  the  lievolutionary  period,  the  country  waB  largely  indebted 
to  tbe  women  of  MasMohiuetti^  Their  patriotism  waa  not  only  shown 
in  the  political  plans  of  Heroy  Otis  Warren,*  and  tiie  sagsdona 
connsels  of  Abigail  Smith  Adams,  bat  by  the  action  of  many  other 
women  whoae  names  history  has  not  preserved.  It  was  a  woman 
who  sent  Panl  Bevere  on  h^  famous  ride  from  Boston  to  Ooncord, 
on  the  ni^t  of  April  18, 1T75,  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  ex- 
pected invasion  of  the  British  on  the  monow.  The  church  bells 
pealing  far  and  near  on  the  midnight  air,  ronsed  tii^  sleepers  hu> 
riedly  to  arm  themBelvee  against  the  invaders  of  their  homes. 

During  the  war  two  women  of  Concord  dressed  in  men's  clothing, 
captured  a  spy  bearing  papers  which  proved  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  the  patriot  forces. 

*  Mercy  Otis,  bom  at  Burnstable,  Masa.,  SefkleBbar  ITH^  married  James  Warren, 
about  1754.  Refi  TPnco  has  been  made  to  her  correspondoncf^  with  the  eminent  men  of 
the  Revolution.  A>ldu  from  her  patriotism,  Mrs.  Warren  wad  a  woman  of  liigh  literary 
ablUty.  She  wrolo  several  dramatic  and  eatirleal  wbika  In  1778,  againat  the  rojilMs, 
which,  with  two  traf^edics,  were  Included  in  a  volomc  of  Dramatic  and  Mi?cellnnpous 
Ttoema,  pablisbed  in  179U.  She  al»o  wrote  "  A  Hiatoiy  of  the  Biae,  ProKresa,  and  Tenni- 
nation  of  the  American  Berolatloa,  Interipdmed  wtth  Biographical,  PoUtleal,  and  Moral 

Ob^r  r.-ations,"  in  three  velum e<4,  publiBbed  in  BosUm,  160B.    Ml*.  WMmO  llT«d  qvlte 
into  the  preaent  centory,  dyinfc  October  19,  1814. 

Mre.  Sllet,  **<)aeeni  ot  Soeiotf,**  aaja :  *^  In  point  of  InSiMiDoe,  Merqr  Warren  mw  the 
rnnst  r-^markahle  woman  who  lived  In  the  days  of  the  American  Rpvolutlon." 

Uochefoacauld,  "  Tour  in  tbe  United  Statoa,"  aaya :  "  Seldom  baa  a  woman  in  any  age 
aeqaircd  raeh  ascendency  by  the  mere  force  of  a  powerftd  tnteUect,  and  her  liifltieBee 
contlnaed  throuirh  her  life.'" 

Generals  Lee  and  Gates  were  among  hor  correspondents ;  Knox  wrote :  "  I  sboold  be 
happy  to  reoehre  your  cooneela  tnam  that  to  time."  Mrs.  Waahington  was  frequently 
entertained  by  Mrs.  Warren,  at  one  time  when  the  former  was  in  Massachusetts  wtth  tte 
Oeneral,  Mrs.  Warren  going  with  her  chariot  to  headquarters  at  Cambridge  for  her. 
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During  these  early  days,  the  women  of  various  Colonies — Virginia, 
New  York,  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts — forme<l  Anti-Tea  Leaguee. 
In  Providence,  R.  I.,  young  ladies  took  the  initiative;  twenty- 
nine  daughters  of  prominent  families,  meeting  under  the  shaxle  of 
the  sycamore  trees  at  Roger  Williams'  spring,  there  resolving  to  drink 
no  more  tea  until  the  duty  upon  it  was  re]>ealed.  The  name  of  one 
of  these  young  ladies.  Miss  Coddington,  has  been  preserved,  to  whose 
house  they  all  adjourned  to  partake  of  a  frugal  repast;  hyperion* 
taking  the  place  of  the  hated  bohea.  In  Newport,  at  a  gathering  of 
.  ladies,  where  botli  hyperion  and  bobea  were  offered,  emy  lady  pres- 
ent refused  the  hated  bohea,  emblem  of  political  alaTeiy.  In  Bos- 
ton, early  in  1769,  the  matrons  of  three  hundred  &milieB  bound 
tiiemselves  to  nse  no  more  tea  nntfl  the  tax  npon  it  was  taken  off. 
The  yonng  ladies  also  entered  into  a  similar  oovenant,  declaring  they 
took  this  step,  not  from  personal  motives,  but  from  a  sense  of  pa- 
triotism and  a  regard  for  posterity. f  Liberty,  as  alone  making  life  of 
valne,  looked  as  sweet  to  them  as  to  their  fathers.  The  Women's 
Anti-Tea  Longuos  of  Boston  were  formed  nearly  five  years  previous 
to  the  ]ii<toric  Boston  Tea  Partv,"  when  men  disguised  as  Indians, 
threw  the  East  India  Company's  tea  overboard,  and  six  years  be- 
fore the  declaration  of  war. 

American  iiistorians  ignoring  woman  after  man's  usual  custom, 
have  neglected  to  mention  the  fact  that  every  paper  in  Boston  was 
Bospended  during  its  invasion  by  the  British,  except  the  chief  rebel 
newspapers  of  Kew  England,  The  MaaBaehutettt  Oaaette  and  Karth 
BoHon  JV^ewB-ZeUer,  owned  and  edited  by  a  woman,  Margaret 
Draper. 

Tb^  make  small  note  of  Women's  Anti-Tea  Leagues,  and  the  many 
instances  of  their  heroism  daring  the  Bevolntionary  period,  equaling, 
as  they  did,  any  deeds  of  self-sacrifice  and  bravery  that  man  himself 

can  boast. 

The  men  of  Boston,  in  1773,  could  with  little  loss  to  themselves, 
throw  overlioard  a  cargo  of  foreign  tea,  well  knowing  that  for  the 
last  five  years  tins  drink  had  not  l)een  allowed  in  their  h(tusrs  by  the 
women  of  their  own  families.    Their  reputation  for  patriotism  was 

*  Dried  leavcA  of  the  nspbeny.— Loflsuro. 

tLoesInt;,  "Field-Book  of  fhe  Revolution,"  Myt:  "On  Frhrnan*  9.  176D,  the  MU- 
treMcs  of  tbree  baodred  iamiUes  met  and  fumed  «  Ingae,  and  upon  the  second  day 
fhe  jemx  Ikdlaa  swembled  to  great  nombera,  slgnlnf  th«  fonowtn§r  coTcnmt:  *We, 
the  dttughtcrs  of  those  patriot*  who  have,  aud  do  now,  appear  for  puMlc  Interos;,  ami  In 
proper  regard  for  their  posterity  as  such,  do,  with  pleaiiare,  eoKHf^  with  thoiu  in  deny- 
Inff  oandTM  the  drink  of  fordgn  tea.  la  hopee  to  fniBtnte  a  plan  which  tends  to  de< 
priTe  a  whole  ooaotfy  of  all  that  la  Tilnable  In  life.** 


Digitized  by  Google 


Anti'2ea  Leayues, 


203 


tfauB  cheaply  earned  in  deetioyiog  what  did  not  belong  to  them  and 
what  was  of  no  nse  to  them.  Their  wives,  daiightera>  mothers,  and 
sisters  drank  raspberry,  sage,  and  birch,  leet  by  the  nee  of  foreign 
tea  they  should  help  rivet  the  chains  of  oppression  upon  their  conn- 
try.  Why  should  not  the  Amprir-an  Ticvolution  have  been  success- 
fid,  when  women  so  nobly  sustained  republican  principles,  taking 
tlie  initiative  in  self-sacrifice  and  pointing  the  path  to  mau  by  pa- 
tri(jtic  example. 

In  Massachusetts,  as  in  other  States,  were  also  foi  incd  associations 
known  as  "  Daughters  of  Lil)erty."*  These  organizations  did  much  to 
fan  the  naeeent  flames  of  freedom. 

The  first  naval  battle  of  the  Bevolotion  was  fought  at  Maebias^ 
Haine,  then  a  part  of  Massachnsetts.  An  insult  having  been 
offered  its  inhabitants,  by  a  vessel  in  the  harbor,  the  men  of  the  snr- 
ronnding  country  joined  with  them  to  avenge  this  Indignity  to  their 
"liberty  Tree,"  arming  themselves,  ^m-soareity  of  powder,  with 
scythes,  pitchforks,  and  other  implements  of  peace.  At  a  settlement 
some  twenty  miles  distant,  a  quantity  of  powder  was  discovered,  after 
the  men  had  left  for  Machias.  What  was  to  be  done,  was  the  im- 
mediate question.  Every  able-bodied  man  had  already  left,  only 
small  boys  and  men  too  aged  or  too  intirm  for  battle  having  remained 
at  home.  Upon  that  powder  reaching  them  the  defeat  of  the  British 
might  dcpen<l.  In  this  emergency  the  heroism  of  woman  was  shown. 
Two  young  girls,  Uannab  and  liebecca  Weston,  volunteered  their 
services.  It  was  no  holiday  excursion  for  them,  but  a  trip  filled  with 
nnseen  dangers.  The  way  led  through  a  trackless  forest,  the  route 
merely  indicated  by  bksed  trees.  Bcats,  wolves,  and  wild-cats  were 
numerous.  The  distance  was  hnposdble  to  be  traversed  in  a  single 
day ;  these  young  gurls  must  spend  the  night  in  that  dreary  wil- 
nesB.  Worse  than  danger  from  wild  animals,  was  that  to  be 
apprehended  from  Indians,  who  might  kill  them,  or  capture  and 
bear  them  away  to  some  distant  tribe.  But  undauntedly  they  set  out 
on  their  perilous  journey,  carrying  twenty  pounds  of  powder.  They 
reached  Machias  in  safety,  before  the  attack  ou  the  British  ship,  find- 
ing their  powder  a  most  welcome  and  effective  aid  in  the  victory 
which  soon  crowned  the  arms  of  the  Colonists.  The  lieruism  of 
these  young  girls  was  far  greater  than  if  they  had  fought  in  tlie 


*  LoflsIng*s  "  Fleld-Book  of  tbo  ReTolntlon  **  Btotes  that  on  the  12th  of  June,  1760,  Uie 
*'  Daughters  of  Liberty,"  met  at  the  house  of  pastor  Moorcbead.  tn  siieli  nambera  tbftt  In 
one  afternoon  tliey  8i>nn  two  hundred  and  ninety  skeins  of  fine  yam,  which  they  pr*s 
MDted  tu  blm.  After  supper  they  were  joined  by  many  Sons  of  Liberty,"  who  utiitoU 
wltti  llM  **  DoQi^ten  **  In  patrioUe  tongn. 
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ranks,  .surrounded  hy  companions, 'mid  the  accompanimeuts  of  beat- 
ing drums,  waving  tijigs,  and  all  the  paraphernalia  of  war. 

In  the  war  of  1812  two  joung  girla  of  Scituate,  Rebeeca  and 
Abigail  W.  Butes,  by  their  wit  and  aaijacitj,  prevented  the  landing 
of  the  enemy  at  this  point*  CongreM,  during  its  session  of  1880, 
nearly  seventy  years  afterward,  granted  them  pensions,  just  as  from 
extreme  age  they  were  abont  to  drop  into  die  grave. 

ThoB|^  it  is  not  considered  important  to  odebrate  the  virtnes  of 
the  Pilprim  Mothersin  gala  days,  grand  dinners,  toasts,  and  speeches, 
yet  a  little  retrospection  would  enable  us  to  exhume  from  the  past, 
many  of  their  achievnnents  worth  recording.  More  fact^  than  we 
have  space  to  reprodnee»  testify  to  the  heroism,  religious  zeal,  and  lit- 
erary industry  of  the  women  who  helped  to  build  up  the  early  civili- 
zation of  Xew  England.  Tlieir  writings,  for  some  presnme<l  on  au- 
thorijhij),  are  quaint  and  cumbrous  ;  but  in  those  dayg,  when  few  nu  n 
publisiie<l  books,  it  required  marked  courage  for  women  to  appear  in 
print  at  all.  They  imitated  the  style  popular  among  men,  and  re- 
ceived much  attention  fur  their  literary  ability.  Charles  T.  Cong- 
don,  as  the  result  of  his  explorations  through  old  book-stores,  has 
brought  to  light  some  of  these  early  writers. 

In  1680,  Mrs.  Anne  Bradstreet,  known  as  quite  a  pretentiona 
writer,  came  to  Boston  with  her  husband,  Simon  Bradstreet,  Gk»v. 
emor  of  Massachosetts.  Her  first  work  was  entitled  The  Tenth 
Huse  lately  sprang  np  in  America."  The  first  edition  was  pab- 
lished  in  London  in  1650,  and  the  first  Boston  edition  was  published 
in  1678.  If  Mrs.  Bradstreet  loved  praise,  she  was  fortunate  in  her 
time  and  position.  It  would  have  been  in  bad  taste,  as  it  would 
have  been  bad  policy,  not  to  eul<^ze  the  poems  of  the  (toveruor'B 
wife.  She  was  frequently  complimented  in  verse  as  bad  as  her  own. 
ITer  next  great  epic  was  entitled  "A  Complete  Discourse  and  De- 
scription of  the  Four  Elements,  Constitutions,  Ages  of  Man,  Seasons 
of  the  Year,  together  with  an  exact  epitome  of  the  Four  Mouarchief, 
viz:  the  Assyrian,  Persian,  Grecian,  and  Roman."  ''Glad  as  we 
were,"  says  the  owner,  "  to  obtain  this  book  at  a  considerable  price, 

•Thesf  irirls,  tlit-n  only  about  tw.  lvi>  ami  fourteen  years  of  ajfo,  saw  the  enemy  ni:\k- 
iDg  preparationfi  to  Iwd  at  an  iaolated  polot.  No  men  were  uwr  to  defend  the  place, 
or  to  whom  warning  eonld  bo  given.  A  bright  Chooglit  ttrnek  one  of  the  gifto.  AoeiiB> 
tomed  to  piny  the  drum,  "Iio  well  knew  how  to  beat  the  call  to  arms,  and  no  sooner  had 
thia  thought  entered  her  mind,  than  she  began  a  tattoo,  calling  hor  abiter  to  take  the  fifo 
«•  an  aeeompanfment  Tog:etber  thoy  marelMd  toward  tiM  Aora,  eareftil  to  keep  hidden 
by  the  rocks,  anioni;  whose  intricacies  they  womd  tMok  and  forth,  the  sound  of  their  in* 
strumeuts  falllnj?  upon  tho  enemy's  ears,  now  far,  now  near,  as  though  a  force  of  mnny 
hundred  men  was  uarcUiug  down  upon  them,  and  thoroughly  frigbteoed,  they  bout  % 
retreat  to  their  boats. 
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we  are  still  gladder  of  the  privilege  of  closing  it.**  Although  this 
lidj  had  eight  children,  about  whom  she  wrote  flOme  #mTtriiig 
rhymes,  she  found  time  in  the  wilds  of  America  to  p^'petmite  atao 
thf'8c  ponderous-titled  poems. 

Phillis  Wheatly,  a  colored  girl,  also  wrote  poetiy  in  Colonial 
BoRton,  years  before  our  Deeljihition  of  Tiidopendenee  startled  the 
world.  She  was  brought  from  Africa,  and  sold  in  the  slave  market 
of  Boston,  when  only  six  yeare  old.  Mr.  Sparks,  the  biographer  of 
"Washington,  tliinks  ''  that  the  poems  contained  in  her  published 
volume,  exhibit  the  most  favorable  evidence  ou  record,  of  the  capac- 
ity of  Hie  AfrieAn  intdleet  for  improvement.''  When  the  Ber. 
George  Whitefield  died,  at  ll'ewbnryport,  Mass.,  in  1770,  the  same 
irrlter  from  whom  we  quote  theee  facts,  says :  It  was  quite  natoial^ 
his  demise  being  mnch  tslked  of  in  religions  fiiunilies,  that  our  sable 
PhiUis  shonid  bnrst  into  monody.  That  expression  of  grief  I  have 
before  me.  Of  the  most  rhetorical  preacher  of  his  age,  it  is  not  in- 
spiring to  read : 

» 

**B«  pmycd  llMt  fpnee  In  9mj  hMrt  mti^t  dwell. 
He  longed  to  eee  America  exeeL** 

Phillis  married  badly,  and  died  at  llie  age  of  thirty-one,  in  1784, 
utterly  impoverished,  leaving  three  little  children.  Her  own  copy 
of  her  poems  is  in  the  library  of  Harvard  College.  When  she 
died  it  was  sold  for  her  husband's  debts. 

In  a  letter  thanking  her  for  an  acrostic  on  himself,  Qeneral 
Wa^ington  said :  If  yon  shonid  ever  oome  to  Osmlnidge,  or  near 
headquarters,  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  a  person  so  gifted  by  the  muses, 
and  to  whom  Natnre  haa  beoi  so  liberal  and  beneficent  in  her  dis» 
pensations." 

Was  there  ever  any  story,  which  had  such  a  hold  upon  the  readers 
of  a  generation,  as  "  Charlotte  Temple''?  It  is  said  25,000  copies 
were  sold  soon  aftt-r  jnililication — an  enortnons  sjile  for  that  day. 
Mr?.  "Rowson,  who  wrote  tlu;  book,  was  a  dauLrlitor  of  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Koyal  Navy  ;  slie  was  an  actre.-s  in  riiiladelphia,  and  after^'ard 
kept  a  hcliool  in  Boston  for  young  ladies,  where  bhc  died,  in  1824, 
Her  seminary  was  highly  recommended. 

Women  in  the  last  age  naturally  drifted  into  the  didactie.  They 
should  have  the  credit  of  trying  always  to  be  useful.  They  go 
through  so  many  pages,  seeking  to  give  the  little  people  some  notion 
of  botany,  of  natural  history,  of  other  branehee  of  human  intelli* 
gence.  There  is  no  book  devmr  in  its  way  than  Miss  Hannah 
Adams'   History  of  New  England,"  of  which  the  second  edition 
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wji.s  published  in  Boston  in  1807.  Tlie  object  of  this  huly  was,  as 
she  telU  us  in  the  preface,  "to  impress  the  inin«]s  of  young  persons 
with  veneration  for  those  eminent  men  to  whom  their  posterity  are 
so  higlily  indt'bted."  All  the  tradition  is  that  Miss  Adams  was  a 
wonderl'ully  learned  lady.  She  is  best  known  by  her  History  uf 
the  Jews."  She  wrote  pretty  good  English,  of  which  this  may  be 
oonsidered  a  speeimm :  Exalted  from  a  feeble  state  to  opnlenoe 
and  independence,  the  Federal  Americans  are  now  recognized  as  a 
nation  tbronghout  the  globe."  To  a  sentence  so  admirably  formed, 
possibly  there  is  nothing  to  sdd. 

MISTRESS  /lS^E  HUTCHINSON. 

Mistress  Anne  Hutchinson,  founder  of  the  Antinominn  partv  of 
Xcw  Enf»:lan(l,  was  a  woman  wlio  exerted  great  influence  upon  the 
reliixious  and  political  free  tliou^'lit  of  those  colonies.  She  was  the 
daui^hter  of  an  English  cleri^yman,  and  with  her  husband,  followed 
Pastor  Cotton,  to  whom  she  was  much  attJiched,  to  this  country  in 
iO'd-ky  and  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  Boston  church,  becoming 
a  resident  of  Massachusetts  <me  hundred  and  forty  years  before  the 
Revolutionary  war.  She  was  of  commanding  int^ect,  and  exerted 
a  powetf nl  inflnence  npon  the  infant  eolony. 

It  wsa  a  long  estabUshed  onstom  for  the  biefliren  of  the  Boston 
ehnrch  to  hold,  throng  the  week,  frequent  public  meetings  for 
religions  e.xercises.  "Women  were  prohibited  from  taking  part  in 
these  meetings,  which  chafed  the  free  spirit  of  Mistress  Hutchin.-on, 
and  soon  she  called  meetings  of  the  sistm,  where  she  repeated  the 
sermons  of  the  Lord's  day,  making  comments  upon  them.  Her  illns- 
tnitions  of  Scripture  were  so  new  and  striking  that  the  meetinj:^ 
were  rendered  more  interesting  to  the  women  tlian  any  they  had 
attended.  At  first  the  clergy  approved,  but  as  the  men  attracted 
by  the  fame  of  her  discourses,  crowded  into  her  meetings,  they  be- 
gan to  perceive  danger  to  their  authority  ;  the  church  was  passing 
out  of  their  control.  Her  doctrines,  too,  were  alarming.  She  taught 
the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  each  beh'ever,  its  inward  reve- 
lations, and  that  the  conscious  judgment  of  tixe  mind  should  be  the 
paramonnt  authority.  She  was  tlie  first  woman  in  America  to 
demand  the  rij^t  (rf  individual  judgment  npon  religious  questions. 
Her  inflnence  was  very  great,  yet  ^e  was  not  destined  to  escape 
the  charge  of  heresy. 

The  first  Synod  in  America  was  called  npon  her  account.  It 
convened  August  80,  1687,  sat  three  weeks,  and  proclaimed  eighty- 
two  errors  extant;  among  them  the  tenets  taught  by  Mistrees 
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Ilutchingon.  She  was  called  befc>re  the  church  and  ordered  to 
retract  upon  tweiitj-ninc  points.  The  infant  colony  was  shaken 
by  tliis  difieussion,  which  took  on  a  political  aspect.*  Mistress 
Hutchinson  remained  steadfast,  and  was  sustained  by  many  im- 
portant pet^plo,  amtjii;^  whom  was  the  young  Governor  Vane. 

Church  and  State  became  united  in  their  opposition  to  Mistress 
Anne  Entdiinson.  The  fact  that  she  presumed  to  teach  men,  was 
prominentlj  broaght  ap,  and  in  If  oyember,  1637,  sbe  was  arbitrarily 
tried  before  tbe  Maesaehosetts  General  Oonrt  upon  a  joint  charge 
of  sedition  and  heresy.  She  was  examined  for  two  days  by  the 
GoYemor  and  prominent  members  of  the  clergy.  The  Boston 
Cbnrch,  which  knew  her  worth,  sustained  her,  with  the  exception 
of  fi^e  members,  one  of  them  the  associate  pastor,  Wilson.  Bat  the 
country  churches  and  clergy  were  against  her,  and  she  was  OOnWcted 
and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  and  banishment. 

As  the  winter  was  very  severe,  she  was  allowed  to  remain  in  Rox- 
bury  until  .sprini;,  when  she  joined  Koger  Williams  in  Rhode  Island, 
where  she  helixtd  form  a  body-politic,  democratic  in  principle,  in 
wliicli  no  one  was  "accounted  delinquent  for  doctrine."  Mistress 
IJut('hinsr)ii  thus  helped  to  disseser  Church  and  Statq,  and  to  found 
religious  freedom  in  the  United  States. 

After  her  residence  in  Rhode  Island,  four  men  were  sent  to 
reclaim  her,  but  she  would  not  return.  Upon  the  deaih  of  her 
husband  she  moved,  for  greater  seourity,  to  The  Dutch  Colony," 
and  died  somewhere  in  Ibe  State  of  New  York. 

Thus,  through  the  protracted  struggle  of  the  American  OolonieB 
for  reli^ous  and  political  freedom,  woman  brayely  shared  the  dan- 
gers and  p^seentions  of  those  eventful  years.  As  spy  in  the  enemy's 
camp ;  messenger  on  the  battle-field  :  soldier  in  disguise  ;  defender  of 
lierself  and  children  in  the  solitude  of  tliot^o  primeval  forests  ;  impris- 
oned for  heresy;  burned,  luuig,  drowned  as  a  witch:  what  suffer- 
inir  '<nd  anxiety  has  she  not  endured  1  what  lofty  heix>ism  has  sbe 
imt  e\etnj)litied  ! 

And  wlieii  the  crusade  against  slavery  in  our  republic  wa.s  inaugu- 
rated in  1830,  another  Spartan  band  of  women  stood  ready  for  the 
battle,  and  the  storm  of  that  fierce  conflict,  surpassing  in  courage, 
moral  heroism,  and  conscientious  devotion  to  great  principles,  all 


•  "  ThU  dispute  fnfu»ed  its  spirit  into  ererytbtng:.  It  totaitered  with  the  levy  of 
troops  for  the  Pcquot  war  ;  It  iiifhioncecl  the  respect  shown  to  the  miip^lBlrates,  the  dis- 
tribution of  town  lots,  the  naaegsniont  of  ratce,  and  at  last  tbe  coatiuued  existence  of 
Hm  two  parties  was  considered  ImonitoteDt  wltb  tli«  puUle  peMre."— Bancroft  "Hli- 
toiy  of  tlie  United  SUtee.'* 
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that  woman  in  anv  age  had  doiie  or  dared.  With  reverent  hps  wo 
mention  the  names  of  Sarah  and  Angelina  Grimke,  Lvdia  Mana 
Child,  Maria  We^iton  Chapman,  Marv'  8.  Parker,  Al»l>y  Kelh', 
whose  burning  words  of  rebuke  aroused  a  .^kH  piiiir  luitinn  to  a  new- 
born love  of  liberty.  To  their  brave  deeds,  pure  lives,  and  glowing 
eloquence,  we  pay  our  tiibnteB  of  esteem  and  admiration. 
.  To  rach  as  these  let  South  OaroUna  and  Massachusetts  build  future 
monuments,  not  in  QuiDcy  granite,  or  Parian  marble,  but  in  more 
enduring  blosdng  to  the  people;  inviolable  homesteads  for  the 
laborer ;  free  schools  and  colleges  for  boys  and  girls,  both  black  and 
white ;  justiee  and  merey  in  the  alms-house,  jail,  prison/  and  the 
marts  of  trade,  thus  securiug  equal  rights  to  all. 

WOMAN'S  EARLY  POLITICAL  UKillTS. 

In  ^[assachusetfc^,  women  voted  at  an  eai-ly  day.  Fir^t,  under  the 
Old  Province  Charter,  from  1001  to  17*^<»,  for  all  elective  ottieers  ; 
second,  they  vote<l  under  the  Constitution  for  all  elective  officei-s 
except  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Ivegislatnre,  from  ITSU  to  17S5. 
The  Jjill  of  Rights,  adopted  with  the  Constitution  of  1780,  declared 
that  all  men  were  bom  free  and  equal.  Upon  this,  some  slaves 
demanded  their  freedom,  and  their  masters  yielded.*  Bestrietions 
upon  the  right  of  suffrage  were  very  great  in  this  State ;  church 
membership  alone  excluded  for  thirty  years  three-fourths  of  the 
male  inhabitants  from  the  ballot-box.t 

That  women  exercised  the  right  of  suffrage  amid  so  many  re- 
strictions, is  very  &igniti(;ant  of  the  belief  in  her  right  to  the  ballot, 
by  those  early  Fathers.:!; 

THE  FIRST  STEP  IX  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Woman's  rights  petitions  were  circulated  in  Massachusetts  as  early 
as  1848.  Mary  Upton  Ferrin,  of  Salem,  in  the  spring  of  that  year, 
consulting  Samuel  Mcrritt,  known  as  "  the  honent  lawyer  of  Salem," 
in  regard  to  the  property  rights  of  married  women,  and  the  divorce 
laws,  learned  that  tlie  whole  of  tiie  wife's  personal  property  belonged 
to  the  husband,  as  also  the  improTcments  upon  her  real  estate ;  and 
that  she  could  only  retain  her  fiQver  and  other  small  valuables  by 

•  AOariti:  Monthly,  Jane,  1871. 

t  In  three  New  England  colonies  chotoli  membonhip  WM  required  for  the  frmaohlM.— 

FrotbinKliam,    Kise  of  the  Republic.'* 

X  Hr,  John  Weil,  of  New  Toik»  now  an  aged  genUeman,  w«U  lememben  hto  gnmiA- 
mottMreaytaK,  that  at  an  eailj  daj  women  were  allowed  to  tole  to  aU  the  NewBnflaad 
ooloniee. 
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iecreting  them,  or  proving  thetii  to  have  been  loaned  to  her.  To 
such  deception  did  tlie  laws  of  Massachufletts,  like  those  of  most 
States,  based  on  the  Old  Common  Law  idea  of  the  wife's  subjection 
to  the  husband,  compel  tlie  married  woman  in  caae  she  desired  to 
retain  any  portion  of  her  own  property. 

Mrs.  Ferrin  reported  the  substance  of  the  aljove  conversation  to 
Mi's.  Phebe  Kintr,*  of  Dan  vers,  who  at  once  becaine  deeply  inter- 
ested, saying,  "  If  buch  are  the  laws  by  which  women  are  governed, 
every  woman  in  the  State  sboald  sign  a  petition  to  have  them  al- 
terad." 

WOl  yon  sign  one  if  drawn  np ! queried  Mn.  Ferrin. 

Tee,**  rei^ieid  Mn.  King,  ^  and  I  ahonld  think  every  woman 
wonld  sign  snch  a  petition.'' 

As  the  proper  form  of  petitions  was  something  widi  which  wom- 
en were  then  quite  imfamiliar,  the  aid  of  several  goiitlemen  was 
a^ked,  among  them  Hon.  D.  P.  King  and  Judge  John  Heartlejt 
but  all  refused. 

Miss  Betsy  King  then  sucfiiested  that  Judge  Pitkin  f  possessed 
suthcient  inHuence  to  have  the  laws  amended  without  the  trouble  of 
petitioning  the  Legislature.  Strong  in  their  faith  tliat  the  enact- 
ment of  just  laws  was  the  business  of  legislative  bodies,  these  ladies 
believed  they  but  had  to  bring  injustice  to  the  notice  of  a  law-maker 
in  order  to  have  it  done  away.  Therefore,  full  of  courage  and  hoj>e, 
Jndge  Pitkin  waa  reapeetfully  approached.  Bnt,  to  their  iutuiite 
astonishment,  he  replied : 

*<  The  ]aw  is  rery  well  aa  it  is  regarding  the  property  of  married 
women.  Women  are  not  capable  of  taking  care  of  their  own 
property ;  they  never  ought  to  have  control  of  it  There  is  already 
a  law  by  which  a  woman  can  have  her  property  secared  to  her." 

But  not  one  woman  iti  fifty  knows  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
law,"  was  the  reply. 

They  ouifht  to  know  it ;  it  is  no  fanlt  of  the  law  if  they  donX 
I  do  not  think  the  Legi.slature  will  alter  the  law  regarding  divorce. 
If  they  do.  they  will  make  it  more  stringent  than  it  now  is." 

I\epulM<i.  l>ut  not  disheartened,  Mrs.  Ferrin  herself  drew  up 
several  petitions,  circulated  them,  obtaining  many  hundred  signa- 
tures of  old  and  young ;  though  finding  the  young  more  ready  to 
ask  for  change  than  those  inured  to  iU-usage  and  injustice.  Many 


•Mothflrof  tiie  lata  Duild  P.  Kin^r,  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  Ma^sacbasetU 
L«gUature,  nnd  since  then  a  Reprrscntative  In  Coniovsa. 
t  B«n].  C.  Pitkin,  of  Salam,  at  that  time  SUte  Senator. 
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j)or.<oiis  laughed  at  licr ;  l>iit  ktiowitii;  it  to  1h'  h  righteous  work,  and 
iltHMnitiL''  laughter  healthful  to  those  indulging  in  it,  Mrs.  ierrin 
COiitiiuie(i  to  circulate  her  petitions. 

They  were  presented  to  the  Legislature  hy  llev,  John  M.  Usher, 
a  Universalist  minister  of  Lvnn,  and  member  of  the  lower  llouije. 
Although  too  late  in  the  sesdion  for  action,  these  petitions  form  the 
initiative  step  for  Woman  Suffrage  in  MaeBaohnaetta^ 

Early  the  nrat  fall,  similar  petitions  were  eireulated.  It  waa  de> 
termined  to  atfack  the  Le^alature  in  saeh  good  season,  that  lateneaa 
of  time  woald  not  again  be  brought  up  as  an  excuse  for  non-atten^ 
tion  to  the  prayers  of  women.  Mrs.  King's  interest  continued  una- 
bated, and  through  her  advice,  Mrt«.  1- crrin  prepared  an  address  to 
aceompany  the  petition;*.  TTon.  Charles  W,  ITphain,  minister  of  the 
First  Unitarian  ciiurcli  of  Salcin,  afterward  Ilepresont  itive  in  Con- 
gress, was  State  Senator  that  year.  Froin  him  they  received  much 
encouragement.  ''I  concur  with  you  in  every  .-ontiiuenl,*'  wiid  he, 
*'  but  please  re-write  your  address,  making  two  of  it ;  one  in  the  form 
of  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  and  the  other,  an  address  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  to  whom  your  petitions  will  be  referred/'  These 
two  documents  will  be  found  to  suggest  most  of  the  importaot  de- 
mands, afterward  made  in  every  State,  for  a  change  of  laws  relating 
to  woman.  •  The  lalUKsy  of  sacredness  "  for  these  restrictive  laws  waa 
shown ;  the  rights  of  humanity  as  superior  to  any  outside  authority, 
asserted  ;  and  justice  made  tlie  basis  of  the  proposed  reformation. 
The  right  of  woman  to  trial  by  a  jury  of  her  peers  was  claimed,  fol- 
lowed by  the  suggestion  that  woman  is  capable  of  making  the  lawa 
by  which  slio  is  governed.  The  memorial  e.xeited  much  attention, 
and  wa.s  printed  by  order  <»f  the  Legislature,  though  the  possibility 
of  a  woman  having  wi  itten  it  was^  denied.* 

But  in  1850,  as  in  1840,  no  action  was  taken,  the  petitioners  hav- 
ing "  leave  to  withdraw."  Petitiont^  of  a  similar  character  were 
again  circulated  throughout  Salem  and  Danvers,  in  1850,  '51,  '52, 
'53,  making  six  successive  years,  in  each  of  which  the  petitioners  had 
^  leave  to  withdraw,'*  as  the  only  reply  to  their  prayers  for  relief. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Upham,  however,  remained  woman's  steadfast  friend 
through  all  this  period,  and  Mrs.  Phebe  Upton  King  was  aa  con- 
stantly  found  among  the  petitionen. 

In  1853  the  petitions  were  signed  only  by  ladies  over  sixty  yeare 
of  age,  women  of  laige  experience  and  matured  judgment^  whose 


•  iT  in  Mr.  UphuDUjtDg:  **A||fMtiiiMi7of  tb«iiMnib«ntoM  mth^dldnt  bdlift 

a  woioaa  wrote  It,** 
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prayers  should  have  received  at  least  respectful  consideration  from 
the  K<rislators  of  the  iState.  We  |^ve  the  appeal  accuiupauying 
their  petition : 

GBSTLEsiBir:— Tour  petitioners,  who  ara  tax-payers  and  oiigiiiatoMof 

these  petitions,  are  upwards  of  threo-§coro  yoars;  t.  ri  of  them  are  past 
three-t^core  years  and  ten ;  throe  of  them  three-t<core  and  twenty.  If  length 
of  daya,  a  knowledge  of  the  world  and  the  rights  of  man  and  woman 
«ntitl6  them  to  a  nepeetfkil  bearing,  few,  if  any,  have  i»ior  or  more  po- 
tent claims,  for  reason  has  taught  theui  what  individual  rights  are,  expe> 
rionee.  what  woman  and  her  cliildn^n  suffer  for  the  want  of  just  protec- 
tion in  those,  and  humanity  impels  them  once  more  to  appear  before 
70a.  it  may  he  ibr  the  laet  tiaxe.  Let  not  their  gray  hairs  go  down  hi  lor* 
row  to  the  grave  for  the  want  of  this  jnetloe  in  yonr  power  to  extend,  as 
have  several  of  their  namber  whose  names  are  no  longer  to  be  found  with 
theirs,  whose  voices  can  plead  never  more  in.  behalf  of  your  own  children 
And  those  of  your  constituents. 

In  1853  a  petition*  bearing  only  Mrs.  King^s  name  was  presented. 
In  1854  the  political  or<>ani/atioii  called  the  '^Know  Nothitigs" 
«ame  into  power,  and  although  no  petition  was  fnresented,  a  bill  se- 
curing the  control  of  their  own  property  to  all  women  married  sub- 
sequent to  the  j»as>aiic  of  the  law,  \vat«  j^a-^sfvl.  The  power  to  make 
A  will  without  tiie  hushaiurs  eon»ent,  was  also  .sccurod  to  wives, 
though  not  pennittL'd  to  thus  will  more  than  oue-hulf  of  their  per- 
!^o!ial  property.  This  law  also  gave  to  married  women  having  no 
children,  whose  hubbaiids  bhould  die  without  a  will,  live  thousand 
dollars,  and  one-half  of  the  remainder  of  the  husband's  property. 
The  following  year  the  Divorce  Lawf  was  amended,  and  shortlj 
thereafter  two  old  ladies,  nearly  seventy  years  of  affs,  having  no 
future  marriage  in  view,  but  solely  influenced  by  a  desire  to  secure 
their  own  property  to  their  own  children,  which  without  such  di- 
Torce  they  would  be  unable  to  do,  althou^  one  of  their  husbands 
had  not  provided  for  his  wife  in  twenty  years,  nor  ^ba  other  in 
thirty  years,  availed  themselves  of  its  new  privileges. 

The  first  change  in  the  tyrannous  laws  of  Massachusetts  was  really 
^iue  to  the  work  of  this  one  woman,  Mary  Fj)ton  Ferrin,  who  for  six 
jears,  after  her  own  quaint  method,  poured  the  hot  shot  of  her  ear- 


*  This  petiUon  was  put  ia  tbe  bund«  of  a  geaUeman  to  secure  bta  mother's  name  (who 
liad  s^ed  mimberi  of  petMons  bofortf),  ud  those  of  eeitatn  other  Udles,  Imt  nofiifbf ol 
to  tbU  tni^t,  lie  fur  warded  the  petition  with  tmt  It*  tbigle  name,  which,  Mn.  Forrin  ra* 
marks,  was  powerful  in  \\»At. 

t  Jamca  W.  Nortb,  a  lawyer,  of  Au^Qi^tii,  .Maine,  to  bis  bonor  b«  it  said,  agisted  Mrs. 
r«Rlii,  hj  porfcetlDg  tho  dlrareo  potUioii,  in  dfcolatloii  dnriiig  her  stx  jrum  of  petltlmi 
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nest  ooDTietion  of  woman's  wiongB  into  the  Legblatnre.  In  eireu- 
latiog  petitions,  she  traveled  six  bandred  mfles,  two-thirds  of  this 
distance  on  foot  Mnch  money  was  expended  besides  her  time  and 
travel,  and  her  name  should  be  remembered  as  that  of  one  of  the 

brave  pioneers  in  this  work. 

Although  two  thousand  petitions  were  sent  into  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1853,  from  other  frieiids  of  woman's  enfranchise- 
ment in  the  State,  Mrs.  Ferrin  totjilly  unacquainted  with  that  step, 
lierself  petitioned  this  body  for  an  amendment  to  the  Constitntiun 
securing  juetice  to  women,  referring  to  the  large  number  of  petitions 
sent  to  the  Legislature  during  the  last  few  years  for  this  ol)ject. 
Working  as  she  did,  almost  unaided  and  alone,  Mrs.  Ferrin  is  an 
exemplification  of  the  dissatisfaction  of  women  at  this  period  with 
unjnst  laws.* 

MBS.  FEBSDi's  JOIDBBBS  10  THB  JU0IOEABT  OOMlCrrTBE  OF  THE  MAB8A- 

OBUSsrre  lboislatdbe  nr  1850. 

Long  luiw  oar  fiberttes  and  our  Hm  been  bmded  to  the  ekiee,  to  oar 

ainiii^enient  and  edification,  and  until  our  sex  has  been  as  much  rcgeled  as 
has  the  Sf)uthern  slave,  with  "liberty  and  law."  But,  says  one,  "  Women  are 
free."  60  likewise  arc  slaves  free  to  submit  to  the  laws  and  to  their  masters. 
"A  married  woman  is  as  moch  the  property  of  her  hosbimd,  likewiie  her 
goods  end  clisttelf,  as  is  hie  hone,"  eajs  an  eminent  Judge,  and  he  might  have 
added,  many  of  them  are  treated  much  wor^e.  No  more  apt  illustration  conld 
have  been  given.  Though  man  can  not  beat  his  wife  like  lii^  horse,  he  can 
kill  her  by  abuse — the  most  pernicious  of  slow  poisons ;  and,  alas,  tot)  often 
does  he  do  It  It  is  to  each  anfbrtanate  cues  that  protection  Is  needed. 
Existing  laws  neither  do  nor  can  protact  them,  nor  can  aocie^,  on  aooonnt  of 
the  laws.  If  they  were  men,  society  would  protect  and  defend  them.  Long, 
silently,  and  patiently  hare  tlicy  waited  until  forbearanrc  ct-a'^iM  to  be  a  virtue. 

Should  a  woman  u.akc  her  will  without  her  husband's  consent  in  writing,  it 
is  of  no  oie.  It  is  ss  jast  sad  proper  that  a  woman  should  dispose  of  her  own 
property  to  her  own  saUslhelion  ss  that  a  msn  sbunld  dispose  of  hie.  In  many 
cases  she  is  as  competent,  and  sadly  to  be  pitie  1  if  not  in  many  cases  more  90. 
And  even  with  her  hasband*s  consent  she  can  uot  bequeath  to  bim  ber  real 


*  Aladj  commeuUng  apoo  unjiut  legisUtioa,  said  :  "  When  the  laws  were  made  re* 
KsMf  Dg  women  end  ehfldren,  the  meet  fanpolent  men  wem  eopli^ed  to  make  them ;  de- 

cent  men  had  otlirr  titipinf'-:^  to  do." 

Froo)  time  to  time,  iin.  Fcnin  sent  lo  memorials  and  addresses  with  the  petitions  shu 
yearijr  forwerded.  One  of  tbeee,  in  nply  to  the  oft^ade  bout  of  man*e  nNoUeited 
amelioration  of  woman's  CJUdJtioii,  carried  the  following  retort:  "The  Powers  tell  xis 
much  has  been  done  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  woman  wltbaut  any  effort  on 
womao^s  part.  It  would  add  a  hn«:e  feather  to  their  caps  abontd  they  give  na  the  btotoiy 
of  the  cause  of  the  need  of  each  reforiunti'  n.  T;  cm  not  be  because  woman  placed  herself 
in  so  degrading  a  position.  80,  the  merit  of  the  up-lifting  hardly  reaches  the  demerit  of 
the  down-treading." 
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•sUto.  She  can  aeU  it  witii  bit  ooment,  but  the  deeds  niwt  pnet  and  be 
feoocded,  and  then,  if  the  husband  plcages,  he  can  take  the  money  and  buy 
the  proporty  l>ack  again.  Does  justice  require  that  a  man  and  bis  wife 
should  utie  so  mach  deception,  and  be  at  so  much  unnecessary  expense  and 
trouble,  to  settle  their  oirn  private  affiiirs  to  their  own  satisfaction — aflaizs 
wbieh  do  not  in  the  least  afliBOt  any  other  iodividnal  ?  Reason,  bimani^,  and 
oomni<m  sense  aaairer— No  I 

"  All  men  are  created  free  and  equal,"  and  all  women  are  born  subject  to 
laws  which  they  have  neither  the  power  to  make  or  to  repeal,  but  which  they 
ars  taxed,  directly  or  indiiectly,  to  support,  and  many  of  which  arc  a  disgrace 
to  hnmanlty  and  ought  to  be  Ibrthwitfa  ab^ished.  A  woman  is  compelled  by 
circumstanoes  to  work  for  less  than  half  an  ordinary  man  can  earn,  and  yet 
she  is  as  essential  to  the  exiatenoe,  happiness,  and  refinement  of  aodety  as  is 
mhn. 

We  are  told  "  a  great  deal  has  already  been  done  for  woman ; "  in  return  we 
wonid  tender  oar  grateftal  admowledgments,  wi^  the  assorance  that  when 

ours  is  the  right,  we  will  reciprocate  the  favor.  Sluch  that  lias  been  done,  does 
not  in  the  least  affect  tho^c  who  are  already  marric  l ;  and  not  one  in  ton  of 
those  who  are  not  married,  will  ever  be  appri>ed  of  the  existence  of  the  laws 
by  which  they  might  be  benefited.  Few,  if  any,  would  marry  a  man  so  incom- 
petent as  in  thflir  opinion  to  render  it  neceessty  to  nTtil  themaelrsa  of  vnch 
laws;  neither  would  any  spirited  man  knowingly  marry  a  woman  who  con- 
sidered him  so  iricompot«'nt;  hence,  instead  of  being  a  blessing,  much  labor  and 
expense  accrac  to  tiione  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  their  benefit ;  and 
■ndi  a  step  often  indneee  the  moat  bitter  oontentlon. 

We  are  told  **the  Bible  does  not  provide  for  divorce  except  for  one  oflence." 
Nvitherdoes  the  Bible  prohibit  divorce  for  any  other  justifiable  cause.  Inas- 
much as  men  take  the  liberty  to  legislate  upon  otiior  subjects  of  which  the 
Bible  does,  and  does  uot,  take  particuhir  notice,  so  likewise  are  they  equally  at 
liberty  to  legislate  and  impfove  opon  thia,  when  the  ttals  of  Bnd«4y  demands 
it  ....  A  woman  who  has  a  good  husband  gHdea  easily  along  nnder  his 
proteetioo,  while  those  who  have  bad  husbands,  of  which,  alas  t  there  are  too 
many,  are  not  awaro  of  the  deptlij*  of  their  degradation  until  they  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly  Und  themselves,  through  the  influence  of  the  Uw,  totally 
destitute,  condemned  to  hopelees  pover^  and  servitude,  with  an  ungratefbl 
tyrant  for  a  master.  No  teepectable  man  with  a  decent  woman  for  a  wife,  will 
ever  demean  himself  so  much  as  to  insult  or  abuse  hi.s  wife.  Wherever  such 
a  »ta«:e  of  things  exists,  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  age  and  to  society,  by  whomso- 
ever practiced,  encourage^l,  or  protected,  whether  public  or  private — whether 
sodal,  pdfitica],  or  religiona. 

A  very  estimable  and  Influential  lady,  whose  property  was  valued  at  over 
$160,000^  married  a  man,  in  whom  she  had  unbounded,  but  misplaced  confi- 
dence, as  is  too  often  the  case;  conse(iucnf !y  the  most  of  her  property  was 
squandered  through  intemperance  and  disiiipation,  before  she  was  aware  of  the 
iMst  wrongHloing.  80  deeply  waa  aha  ahodted  by  the  character  of  her  hus- 
band, that  she  soon  fonnd  a  premature  grave,  leaving  several  small  children  to 
be  reared  and  educated  upnn  the  remnant  of  her  scattered  wealth. 

Nearly  twelve  years  since,  a  woman  of  a  neiirhhoring  town,  whose  husband 
bad  I'orsuken  her,  hired  a  man  to  carry  her  furniture  in  a  wagon  to  her  native 
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place,  with  Ler  fanuly,  which  consisted  of  her  hogband's  mother,  herself,  and 
■iz  cbildnn,  the  eldest  of  wbicdi  ww  bat  tw^ve  yeevs  old.  Ob  her  Mvifil 
there,  she  hed  only  food  enoogfh  for  one  meal*  end  nineiienoe  left.  XHiring  the 

summer,  in  consequence  of  hardships  and  deprivations,  she  was  taken  violently 
sick.  Ix'int,'  deprived  of  her  reason  for  sovornl  wct-ks.  Her  husband  had  not, 
as  yet,  appeared  to  offer  her  the  lejist  assistance,  although  apprised  of  her  situ* 
rion.  Bat,  being  «n  mtoomnKmly  mem  man,  he  hed  Bold  her  Ihraltam,  piece 
by  piece,  end  reduced  her  to  penury,  ao  that  nothing  but  the  aid  of  her  Mends 
and  tier  own  exertions,  saved  her  end  her  family  Trom  the  alna-bonse. 

Says  the  law  to  this  hemic  woman,  *'What,  though  your  property  is  squan- 
dered, your  health  and  spirits  broken,  and  you  have  tix  small  children,  besidea 
yonradf  end  your  husband's  mother  to  support  1  After  five  years  of  incesaant 
toil  in  humility  and  degFadation*  why  ahould  not  your  lord  and  master  intrude 
his  loathsome  person  like  a  btood^uckcr  upon  your  vitals,  never  offering  you 
any  as'^i't  .net- :  md  should  your  precarious  life  be  protracted  to  that  extent  of 
time,  for  twenty  dolhirs  you  can  buy  a  divorce  from  bed  and  board,  and  have 
your  property  secured  to  you.  Such,  Madam,  is  your  high  privilege.  Com- 
pidu  then  not  to  us,  lest  instead  of  alleyiatlng  your  sulferinga,  we  atrcngtheii 
the  cords  ihet  alrea>ly  bind  you.** 

Tlie  moral  courage  of  the  "  Flero  of  the  Battle-field"  would  shrink  in  hor- 
ror from  scenes  like  ttiese;  but  such  is  the  fate  of  woman,  to  whom  God  grant 
BO  fbtuie  hell.** 

In  caw  a  man  ree«iT«a  a  trifle  flom  a  departed  ftiend  or  any  oflier  eouroe,  the 

wife's  ai^'naiure  is  not  required.  Recently  a  poor  man  left  his  daughter  twenty 
dollars,  of  wliicd  her  husband  nllowi-d  her  ten,  retaining  the  remainder  for  ac- 
knoM  le>lging  its  receipt.  It  was  probably  the  only  ten  dollars  the  womas  ever 
received,  except  for  her  own  exertions,  which  were  constantly  required  to  sup- 
ply the  neeessities  of  her  Ihmlly,  her  husband  being  wry  intemperate  and 
abusive,  often  pulling  her  by  the  ears  so  as  to  cause  the  blood  to  flow  freely. 

No  bodily  p.un,  howpvor  intense,  can  compare  with  the  mental  suffering 
whicli  we  witresH  and  ex|X'rience,  and  which  would  long  since  have  tilled  our 
Insane  Asyluiiia  to  ovei  flowing,  were  it  not  for  the  unceasing  drudgery  to 
which  we  are  subjected,  in  order  to  eave  ouiaelTes  and  frmiliea  from  starvation. 

Often  does  the  drunkard  bestow  upon  his  wife  from  one  to  a  doaen  children 
to  rear  and  support  until  old  enough  to  render  her  a  little  r.ssistanre.  wli<  n 
they  are  compelled  to  seek  service  in  order  to  clothe  themselves  decently,  and 
often  are  their  earnings,  with  those  of  their  mother,  appropriated  to  pay  for 
mm,  tobaocOk  gambling,  and  other  vices.  Say  not  that  we  exaggerate  these 
enrila;  ndthcr  tongue  nor  pen  can  do  itt  **  says  the  unfortunate  wife  of  a  man 
whose  moral  character,  so  far  as  s!ie  knew,  was  uinmpeachuble.  but  whft  proveil 
to  be  an  iiisnfferable  tyrant,  depriving  her  of  the  neci*8saries  of  life.  ati<l  often 
ordering  her  out  of  the  bouse  which  her  friends  provided  for  them  to  live  in, 
using  the  most  abusive  epithets  which  ingenuity,  or  the  want  of  it,  could  sag- 
gcst.  Intemperance  degndei  the  character  of  the  man  with  whom  she  lived 
as  long  OS  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  her  life  would  warrant ;  from  the  fact 
that  her  l>e;ilth  was  rapidly  failing  under  the  severity  and  dei)rivation  to  which 
she  was  subjected,  and  the  repeated  threats  of  violence  to  her  own  life  and 
that  of  her  friends.  **  But  one  step  fiuther  and  yon  drive  us  to  desperation  t 
Sooner  would  I  pour  out  my  heart*s  blood,  drop  by  drop,  than  tmBbt  again 
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^fbst  I  have  hitherto  experieoced,  or  that  nj  female  firieDds  ahonld  tuffer  as  I 
hare  dooei  aod  I  know  that  many  of  them  da  Yet,  neither  anerifloe,  tympathy, 

argument,  or  influence  can  avail  tis  anything  under  existing  circunigtAncet.^ 

Such  an  appoul  from  ht!p!<'8>j.  d<»wn-trodflLii  litiitianity  though  it  were  made 
to  a  council  of  the  most  benighted  North  Amuricaa  savages,  would  not  paM 
unheeded.  Shall  it  be  made  ia  Tidn  to  you  % 

To  many  of  na  death  would  be  a  luxury  compared  to  what  we  anflbr  in  eon- 
aeqaence  of  tlia  abnsiye  treatment  we  receive  from  un|vindpled  men,  which 
existing  laws  sanction  anil  cnconraire  f>y  their  indiscriminate  severity,  and  with 
which  we  are  told  '  it  would  be  difficult  to  meddle  on  account  ut  their  sacred- 
neea  and  enblimity/'  The  idea  ia  toificientiy  ludicrom  to  excite  the  riiiliilitj 
of  the  most  grave.  Though  the  sublime  and  the  ridiouloua  may  be  too  nearly 
allied  fiir  females  to  distinguish  the  difference,  unjo-st  inequality  ia  to  them  far 
more  contemptible  than  sacred,  hn\nntr  thus  far  been  ungraciously  snhji-ctcd  to 
it.  Well  may  wc  be  called  "  the  weaker  sex  "  if  the  error  in  judguieut  is  ours, 
although  we  have  intellect  and  energy  enough  not  to  respect  the  drcnmstancea 
under  which  we  are  placed,  nor  the  powers  which  would  designedly  inffiet  such 
injustice  upon  us. 

DebaseJ  indeed  would  a  man  consider  himself  to  em|>loy  a  woman  to  plead 
bis  cause,  with  a  woman  for  judge  and  twelve  women  for  jurors.  How  much 
ksB  dqpradcd  are  women  when  exposed  to  a  similar  assembly  of  men,  who 
have  fer  them  neitlMr  interest^  sympathy,  nor  reaped,  subjected  as  they  are  to 

insr)Ient  questions  and  the  uncharitable  remark!^  of  an  indifferent  multitude. 

It  is  urged  that  women  are  iirnnniiit  ut"  the  laws.  'IMicy  ore  sufficiently  en- 
lightened to  comprehend  tlic  lueauing  «d  justice — a  far  more  important  thing — 
wliidi  admitk  of  neitiier  improvement  nor  modificaUon,  but  ia  appiOcable  to 
every  emergency.  With  the  peroeptibill^  that  some  can  boast,  it  would  re- 
quire  but  a  short  time  for  them  to  enact  laws  sufflcicnt  to  govern  themselves, 
which  is  all  that  the  mo<t  aspiring  can  covet;  convinced  as  they  are  that,  a.s  in 
families,  so  likewise  in  government,  the  mild,  indulgent  parent  who  would  con- 
sult the  greate!>t  goxl  of  the  greatest  number,  is  rewarded  with  agreeable  and 
honiwable  children ;  while  the  one  who  ia  unjust,  partial,  and  severe,  is  propor- 
ticoably  recomiiensed  for  his  indiscretion. 

Til  rofrard  to  iinjii-^t  imprisonment  wc  are  told,  '*  It  is  of  too  rare  occurrence 
to  require  legal  tuictments."    ITow  many  a  devoted  wife,  mother,  and  child 
can  tell  a  far  different  story.    Who  of  us  or  our  children  is  secure  from  false 
noeusation  and  imprisonment,  or,  perhaps,  an  ignominious  death  upon  the  gal- 
lows, to screeo  stme  misemble  villain  from  justice  ?  Witnesses, lawyers,  Judges^ 
Jnrors,  an<l  executioners  are  paid  for  deprivint,'  innocent  persons  of  their  time, 
liberty.  he.iUh.  and  reputation,  wliicli,  to  many,  is  dearer  than  life,  while 
tbe  guilty  one  escapes,  and  society,  when  too  late,  lanients  the  sad  cabiStruphe. 
The  life-blood  of  many  a  victim  demands  not  only  justice  for  the  guil^,  but 
protection  for  the  innocent. 

FIBST  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  IN  WORCESTER, 

October  23d  and  24th.  1850. 

The  ('onvciitioTip  in  Xew  '^'nrk  ainl  Oliir),  tlionLrli  not  extensively 
advertised,  nor  planned  with  much  deliberation,  for  in  both  cases 
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iliej  were  liaBtily  decided  upon,  yet  their  novelty  atttscted  mach  at> 
tentioiii  and  drew  lai^  aadienoea  Those  who  had  long  seen  and 
felt  woman's  wrongs*  were  now  for  the  fint  time  inspired  with  the 
hope  tlut  something  might  be  done  for  their  redress  by  organized 
action.  When  Massachusetts  decided  to  call  a  convention,  the  initia- 
tive steps  were  well  considered,  astlierewere  many  men  and  women 
in  that  State  trained  in  the  anti-slavery  school,  skilled  in  managing 
conventions,  who  were  also  interested  in  woman's  enfranchisement. 
But  to  the  energy  and  earnestness  of  Paulina  "Wright  Davis,  more 
than  to  any  other  one  person,  we  may  justly  accord  the  success  of 
the  fii'st  Conventions  in  Massachusetts. 

In  doHcriljing  the  preliminary  arrangements  in  a  report  read  in  the 
seeond  decade  meeting  in  New  York  in  1870,  she  says : 

"In  May,  1850,  a  few  women  in  Boston  attending  an  Anli- 
Shivery  meeting,  proposed  that  all  who  felt  interested  in  a  phm  for 
a  Xatioual  Woman's  Eights  Conveution,  should  consult  in  the  ante- 
room. Of  fSbd  nine  who  went  ont  into  that  dark,  dingy  room,  a 
committee  <^  seven  were  chosen  to  do  the  work.  WorceBter  was  the 
place  selected,  and  the  98d  and  24th  of  October  the  appointed  time. 
However,  the  work  soon  derolTed  npon  one  person.*  lUness  hinder- 
ed one,  duty  to  a  brother  another,  duty  to  the  slave  a  third,  profes- 
sional engagements  a  fourth,  the  fear  of  bringing  the  gray  hairs  of 
a  £ither  tu  tlie  grave  prevented  another  from  serving ;  but  the  pledge 
was  Muide,  and  oould  not  be  withdrawn. 

"  The  call  was  ]>repared,  an  aTgumeut  in  itself,  and  sent  fortli 
with  earnest  private  letters  in  all  directions.  It  covered  the  entire 
question,  as  it  now  stands  before  the  pubHc.  Though  moderate  in 
tone,  carefully  guarding  the  idea  <jf  the  absolute  unity  of  interests 
and  of  the  destinv  of  tlie  two  sexes  which  nature  has  established,  it 
still  gave  the  alarm  to  conservatism. 

Letters,  curt,  reproachful,  and  sometimes  almost  insulting,  came 
with  absolute  refusals  to  have  the  names  of  the  writers  used,  or 
added  to  the  swelling  list  already  in  hand.  There  was  astonishment 
at  the  temnity  of  the  writer  in  presenting  such  a  request. 

"  Some  few  there  were,  so  cheering  and  so  excellent,  that  it  is  bnt 
justice  to  give  extracts  from  them : 

"'I  doubt  wlicthcr  fi  more  important  movt-mcnt  }\m  ever  been  launched, 
touching;  the  destiny  of  the  race,  thaa  this  in  regard  to  tlie  equality  of  the  sexes. 
You  are  at  liberty  to  use  my  name.  William  Llotd  Qarrisov.* 


*  Mra.  Davia  beneU. 
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*'  '  You  do  me  but  joBtice  in  supposing  me  deeply  interested  in  tbe  4|iieatfoo 
of  womaD^feeleratlon.  Catbssi.nb  M.  Skdawiob.* 

'  The  new  iiu»veinent  bM  my  fnlleei  tymintby.  end  my  name  b  at  it»  eervioe 

*'*WiLLux  Hbhay  Ckakiciho.* 

"  None  came  with  such  perfect  aud  eutire  f ulhiesb  aa  tlie  one  fi  oui 
which  I  quote  the  closing  paragraph : 

*  Yea,  with  all  ray  heart  I  give  my  name  to  your  noble  call. 

"'Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton.' 

'  You  are  at  liberty  to  append  uiy  own  and  my  wife's  name  to  your  admira- 
tlecatt*  *"A]iK  Grbbr  FBXULm, 

***WbIIDBLL  PBILUFa.* 

"Rev.  Samuel  J.  May's  letter,  full  of  the  warmest  sympathy,  well 
deserves  to  be  quoted  entire,  but  space  forbids;  suffice  it  that  we 
have  always  known  just  where  to  find  him. 

*' *Toar  fynatneie  ie  to  launch  new  ideas  -not  one  of  them  will  erer  bo 

■wrecked  or  lost.  Under  the  dominion  of  these  ideas,  right  practice  must  grad- 
ually tiikp  tlio  place  of  wrong,  and  the  first  wp  shall  know  we  .shall  find  tbe  eo- 
cial  swallowiug  up  tiie  political,  and  tbe  whole  governing  its  parts. 

*  With  genuine  respect,  your  oo>worker, 

***]|B8.  PAHIillfA  W.  DaTIB.  BLBim  WmOVT.* 

**  Letters  from  Gerrit  Smith,  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  John  G.  Whit- 
tier,  Ridph  Waldo  Emerson,  A.  Bronson  Alcott,  Caroline  Kirkland, 
Ann  Estelle  Lewig,  Jane  G.  Swisshelm,  William  Elder,  Kev.  Thomas 
J3rainard,  and  many  others,  expressive  of  dceji  interest,  are  before  us. 

*^  The  Convention  came  together  iu  the  bright  October  days,  a 
solemn,  earnest  crowd  cf  noble  mm  md  women. 

^  One  great  disappointment  fell  npon  ns.  Kargaiet  FnUer,  to- 
"ward  whom  many  eyes  were  tamed  as  the  future  leader  in  this 
movement,  was  not  with  ns.  The  'hangiy,  ravening  eea,'  had 
swallowed  her  up,  and  we  were  left  to  mourn  her  gnicUng  hand — 
lier  royal  presence.  To  her,  I,  at  least,  had  hoped  to  confide  l^e  leader- 
ahip  of  this  movement.  It  can  never  be  known  if  she  woul  d  liAve 
aecepte*!  it;  the  desire  bad  been  expressed  to  her  by  letter;  but  be 
that  as  it  may,  she  was,  and  still  is,  a  leader  of  thought;  a  position 
■far  more  (le-ini]>le  than  a  leader  of  numbers. 

''The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Mrs.  Sarah  11.  Earl,*  of 
AVorcester,  and  a  permanent  list  of  officers  presented  in  due  onler, 
and  the  whole  businctis  of  the  Convention  was  conducted  iu  a  par* 


Wife  of  John  Milton  Earl,  editor  of  Uie  Worcester  Hpy, 
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liamentary  manner.  Mis.  Earl,  to  whose  memory  we  pay  tribute  to- 
day as  one  gone  before,  not  lost,  was  one  of  the  loveliest  embodi- 
ments of  womanlio<Ml  I  have  ever  known.  She  poesesseil  a  rare  com- 
bination of  strencctli,  a^utleness,  and  earnestness,  with  a  childlike 
freedom  and  ciieerfnhiess.  I  miss  to-day  her  clear  voice,  her  grace* 
fill  Hf^lf-poise,  lier  caliii  dlt^tiitv. 

"  Fioia  our  midst  another  is  missinsr :  ^frs.  Sarih  Tvinlalo,  ot"  Pliila- 
delphia — <»nt'  of  the  tir-t  to  siffn  the  call.  Indeed,  theide.i  <»f  ;,ucli  a 
convention  had  often  been  diseu.ssed  in  her  home,  more  than  two  veurd 
before,  a  home  where  every  progressive  thought  found  a  cordial  wel- 
come. To  this  noble  woman,  who  gave  herself  to  this  work  with 
genuine  earnestnesSi  it  is  fitting  that  we  pav  a  tribnte  of  affectionate 
respect  She  was,  perhaps,  more  widely  known  than  any  other 
woman  of  her  time  for  her  practical  talents ;  having  condnctod  one 
of  the  laigest  business  houscvs  in  her  native  cit}'  for  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  Genial  and  largely  hospitable,  there  was  for  her  <rreat 
social  sacritice  in  fiking  np a  cause  so  unpopular;  but  she  had  no 
shrinking  from  duty,  however  trvin«r  it  might  be.  Strong  and  grand 
as  she  was,  in  her  wo:ii  i:ily  n  iture,  she  had  nevertheless  the  largest 
and  tendcrest  sympathies  fi»r  the  weak  and  erring.  She  was  pres- 
cient, philo>o}>hical,  just,  and  generous.  The  m  »ther  of  a  large 
family,  who  gathei-ed  around  to  honor  and  bless  her,  she  ha<l  titill 
room  in  her  heart  for  the  woes  of  the  world,  and  the  latter  years  of 
her  life  were  given  to  earnest,  phflanthropic  work.  We  miss  to-day 
her  sympathy,  her  wise  connsel,  her  great,  organizing  power. 

«  Many  others  there  are,  whose  names  well  deserve  to  be  graven  in 
gold,  and  it  is  cause  of  thanksgiving  to  God  that  they  are  still  pre^ 
ent  with  their  lives'  speaking  better  than  words.  Some  are  in 
the  Far  West,  doing  brave  service  there;  others  are  across  the 
water ;  others  are  withheld  by  cares  and  daties  from  being  present ; 
but  we  would  fain  hope  none  are  absent  from  choiee. 

'*  I'rofouinl  feeling  pervaded  the  entire  audience,  and  the  tali  nl 
displayed  in  the  discn>sions,  the  elo<|uence  of  wotneji  who  had  Jiever 
before  spoken  in  jMiMic.  surprised  even  those  who  e  xpected  most. 
Mrs.  C.  I.  II.  NiehoL-<.  of  Vermont,  made  a  pi'ofound  i!npies>iun. 
There  was  a  touching,  tender  pathos  in  her  stories  which  went  ho.uc 
to  the  heart ;  and  many  eyes,  all  unused  to  tears,  were  moistened  as 
lAe  described  the  agony  of  the  mother  robbed  of  her  child  by  the 
law. 

**Abby  H.  Price,  iai^-hearted  and  large-brained,  gentle  and 
strong,  presented  an  address  on  the  social  question  not  easily  forgot- 
ten, and  seldom  to  the  present  time  bettered. 
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Lucy  Stone,  a  nitonil  orator,  with  a  siWeiy  Toioe,  a  heart  warm 
and  glowing  wiih  youthfnl  enthnaiasm;  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  a 
young  minister,  met  firmly  the  Seriptnral  argaments;  and  Dr.  Har- 
riot K.  Hnnt,  earnest  for  the  medical  education  of  woman,  gare 

variety  to  the  discussions  of  the  Convention. 

"  In  this  iirst  national  meeting  the  following  resolation  was  passed, 
which  it  may  l>e  proper  here  to  rcitemte,  thus  showing  that  OUT 
present  demand  has  always  been  one  and  the  same : 

**^Re»ohed,  That  women  are  clearly  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to 
]x'  considered  eligible  to  office;  the  omissioD  to  demand  which,  on  her  part,  is 
a  palpable  recreancy  to  duty,  and  a  denial  of  which  is  a  gross  usurpation  on  the 
part  of  man,  do  longer  to  be  endured ;  and  ibat  every  party  wbicb  daims  to  rep- 
resent tiie  bamanity,  dvifisation,  and  pvogrees  of  the  age,  is  bound  to  inecribe 
OD  its  banncfi,  **  Bqn^^  beAwe  (he  Law,  wlkbont  distinction  of  Sex  or  Color.**  * 

*'From  North  to  Sonth  the  press  fomid  these  reformers  wonder- 
fnHy  ridienlons  people.  The  '  hen  convention '  was  terved  up  in 
eveiy  vsriety  of  style,  till  refined  women  dreaded  to  look  into  a 
newspaper.  Hitherto  man  had  assnnied  to  be  the  conscience  of 
woman,  now  she  indicated  the  will  to  think  for  herself ;  hence  all 
this  odium.  But,  however  the  word  was  preache<l,  whether  for  wrath 
or  conscience  sake,  we  rejoiced  and  thanke<l  God. 

"  In  July,  following  thU  Cmi  vent  ion,  an  able  and  elaborate  notice 
appeared  in  the  Westminster  lieview.  This  notice,  candid  in  tone 
and  spirit,  afi  it  was  thorougli  and  able  in  discusRon.  successfully  vin- 
dicated every  position  we  assumed,  rcaffinne  !  and  established  the 
highest  ground  tuken  in  principle  or  policy  by  our  movement.  The 
wide-spread  circnlation  and  high  authority  of  this  paper  told  upon 
the  pnblie  mind,  both  in  Europe  and  this  oonntry.  It  was  at  tiie 
time  supposed  to  be  by  Mr.  John  Stuart  MilL  Later  we  learned 
that  it  was  from  the  pen  of  his  noble.wife,  to  whom  be  all  honor  for 
dins  coming  to  the  aid  of  a  struggling  cause.  I  can  pay  no  tribute 
to  her  memory  so  beautiful  as  th^  following  extract  from  a  letter 
recently  received  from  her  husband: 

'  It  gtiea  me  the  greateat  pleasure  to  know  that  the  service  rendered  by  my 
dear  wife  to  the  cause  which  was  nearer  hor  heart  than  any  other,  by  her  essay  in 
the  WeUminUer  Rtrieie,  has  had  so  miirh  iffict  and  is  so  justly  appreciated  in 
the  United  States.  Were  it  possible  in  a  memoir  to  have  the  formation  and 
growth  of  a  mind  like  bexa  portrayed,  to  do  ■»  would  be  aa  valnable  a  benefit 
to  mankind  as  waa  ever  conferred  by  a  biogmpby.  But  such  a  psychological 
history  is  seldom  possible,  and  in  In  r  c  tsf  the  nintcrial-i  for  it  do  not  exist. 
All  that  could  be  furnished  is  her  birth-place,  parentage,  and  a  few  dates,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  her  memory  is  more  honored  by  the  absence  of  any  attempt  at 
a  biographical  noHoe  than  by  the  presence  of  a  most  meagre  ose.  What  abo 
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vu,  I  bftT«  attampted*  fhongh  most  inadequately,  to  delineate  in  tbe  remarks 

prefnoi"d  to  lipr  pssay.  as  rcpriutcd  ^ith  my    Dissertfttions  aiul  I)5-rnssions." ' 

am  very  glad  to  hear  of  the  stt  p  in  advance  made  by  the  Rhode  fsiand 
Legislature  ill  constituting  a  Board  of  Womeo  fur  some  important  adminigtratire 
parpoaea.  Yoar  intended  propoeal,  tiiat  women  be  impaneled  on  every  jury 
where  women  are  to  be  triad,  aeema  to  me  Tory  good,  in  l  (  ulculatod  to  pltioe 
the  injustice  to  which  women  are  at  preient  anbjocted,  bjr  tbe  entire  l.*gal  aya- 
tem,  in  a  very  striking  light. 

"  'I  am,  dear  madam,  yours  sincerely. 
*  Has.  Paulina  Wbiqht  Dato.  J.  S.  Milu' 

^  Itnmediatelj  after  the  reports  were  pabliahed,  they  were  eent  to 

various  perBons  in  Europei  and  before  the  second  Convention  was 
held,  letters  of  cheer  were  reoeived  from  Harriet  Martineau,  Marion 
Keid,  and  others. 

"  TIius  encouraged,  we  felt  new  zeal  to  go  on  with  a  work  which 
bad  challenged  the  understanding  and  constrained  the  hearts  of  the 
best  and  soundest  thinkers  in  the  nation  ;  had  given  an  impulse  to 
the  women  of  Etiixland  and  of  Swedini  -for  Fredenka  liremtT  had 
quoted  from  our  writings  and  rc{)orted  our  pn>cecHlingt» ;  our  words 
bad  been  like  an  angel's  visit  to  the  ]>risoners  of  State  in  France  and 
to  the  wronged  and  outraijed  at  home  ! 

"  Jlklany  letters  were  received  from  literary  women  in  this  conntry 
as  well  as  abroad.  If  not  always  ready  to  be  identified  with  the 
work,  they  were  appreciative  of  its  good  effbcts,  and,  like  Nicode> 
mus,  they  came  by  night  to  inquire  <  how  these  things  could  be.' 
Self-interest  showed  them  the  advantages  accming  from  the  recog- 
nition of  equality — self-ism  held  them  silent  before  the  world  till 
the  reproadi  should  be  worn  away  \  but  we  credit  them  with  a  sense 
of  justice  and  right,  which  prompts  them  now  to  action.  The  rear 
guard  is  as  essential  in  the  arniy  as  the  advance ;  each  should  select 
tlie  place  liest  adapted  to  their'own  powers." 

As  Mrs.  Davis  has  fallen  asleep  since  writing  the  above,  we  have 
thouglit  best  to  i<:ive  what  seemed  to  her  the  salient  points  of  that 
period  in  her  own  words. 

October  23,  1850,  a  large  audience  as.«enibled  in  Brinlej  Hall, 
Worcester,  Mass.  The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Sarah  II. 
Earle,  of  Worcester.  Nine  States  were  represented.  There  were 
Grarrison,  Phillips,  Burleigh,  Foster,  Pillsbury,  leaders  in  the  anti- 
slavery  struggle ;  Frederick  Douglass  and  Sojourner  Truth  repre- 
senting the  enslaved  African  race.  The  Ohannings,  Sargents,  Par- 
sons,  Shawa,  from  the  liberal  pulpit  and  the  aristocracy  of  Boston. 
From  Ohio  came  Mi^tnana.  and  Oliver  Johnson,  who  had  edited  tbe 
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Anti-SI/ivery  Bu^le^  that  sent  forth  jiiauv  a  blast  against  the  black 
laws  of  that  State,  and  many  a  Btirring  call  for  the  woman's  ooiiTeii- 
tions.  From  Ohio,  too,  came  Ellen  and  Marion  Blackwel],  aUten 
of  Dr.  Elisabeth  Blackwell.  Pennajlvania  aeot  ita  Lneretia  Mott, 
ito  Dariingtonsy  Plnmlys,  Hastings,  Millers,  Hicks,  who  had  all 
taken  part  in  the  exciting  divisions  among  the  «  Friends,"  as  a  sect 
On  motion  of  Mariana  Johnson,  a  temporary  chairman  was  chosen, 
and  a  nominating  committee  appointed,  which  reported  the  follow- 
ing  list  of  officeiB  adopted  by  l^e  Oonyention : 

iV«9u2s»t— Pauldta  Wbioht  Datib,  B.  I. 
Yioe-PretideniU — ^William  Hsnst  OnAinnafo,  Jfass.;  Sabah 
Ttndalb,  Pa. 

i8Swr«torM»— Haknah  M.  Babldtgton,  Pa. ;  Joseph  0.  Hatha* 
WAT,  y. 

The  Call  of  the  Convention  was  read.  It  contains  ho  good  a 
digest  of  the  demands  then  made,  in  language  so  calm  an<i  choice,  in 
thought  80  clear  and  philosupliical,  that  we  give  it  entire,  that  the 
women  of  the  future  may  see  how  well  their  mothers  uudert^tood 
their  rights,  and  with  what  modesty  and  moderation  they  pressed 
their  wrongs  on  the  oonaifclefation  of  thehr  rulers. 

TBB  OALL. 

A  Convention  will  be  held  at  "Worcester,  Maa^.,  on  the  28d  and  24th  of  Octo- 
ber next,  to  consider  the  question  of  Woman's  Rights,  Duties,  and  Relations. 
The  men  and  women  who  feci  sufficient  interest  in  the  subject  to  give  an  ear- 
not  thAoght  and  effisctive  efToft  to  its  rightftil  adjustment,  are  loTited  to  meet 
cacb  other  in  free  eonfbrenee  st  the  time  and  place  appointed. 

The  upward  tending  spirit  of  tbe  age,  busy  in  an  hundred  forms  of  effort 
for  thf  world's  redemption  from  the  sins  and  sufferings  which  oppress  it.  has 
brought  this  one,  wbicti  yields  to  none  in  importance  and  urgency,  into  distin- 
gviibed  prominence.  One-balf  the  nee  ere  its  immediate  objects,  and  the 
other  half  are  as  deeply  inTolved,  bj  that  abiolote  unity  of  interest  and  destiny 
which  Nature  has  established  between  them.  The  neighbor  is  near  enough  t^) 
involve  every  human  being  in  a  general  equality  of  riulits  iind  community  of 
interests;  but  men  and  women  in  their  reciprocities  of  love  anvl  duty,  arc  one 
flesh  end  ooa blood;  moiher,  slsler,  wife,  and  daughter  come  so  near  the  heart 
and  mind  of  every  nuuit  that  i3b«j  must  be  mther  bis  blessing  or  bis  bane. 
Where  there  such  mutaaKty  of  interests,  suob  an  interlinking  of  life,  there 
can  be  no  real  antagonism  of  pn  ition  and  action.  The  sexes  shonhl  not.  for 
any  reason  or  by  any  chance,  tuke  ho»tile  attitudes  toward  each  otlier,  either 
in  tlie  apprehension  or  amendment  uf  the  wrongs  which  exist  in  their  ncces* 
SBiy  relations ;  Imt  they  should  harmonise  in  opin:nn  sad  cooperate  in  elfort, 
Ibr  the  reason  that  they  most  uoite  in  the  nltimate  schierement  of  the  desired 
reformation. 
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Of  the  many  points  now  under  diseQ>sioa,  and  demaadlng  ft  just  settlement, 
tho  fjenoral  qiiP'^tinn  of  woman's  rights  and  relations  '^miprehends  these :  Her 
education— literary,  scientific,  and  artistic;  her  avocations — industrial,  com- 
mercial, and  professional ;  her  interests — pecuniary,  civil,  ftnd  political ;  in  a 
wocd,  her  righto  ae  an  ittdividaal,  and  ber  limetloiu  as  a  dtinn. 

Koone  will  pretend  that  all  the^e  interests,  eml'iuclng  as  they  do  all  that  ia 
not  merely  animal  in  a  human  life,  are  rightly  understooil,  or  justly  provided  for 
in  the  existing  social  order.  Nor  i>-  it  any  more  true  that  the  constitutional  dif- 
ferences of  the  sexes  which  should  determine,  define,  and  limit  the  resulting 
diilisreiioeB  of  office  and  dnty.  are  adeqoatelj  comprehended  and  practically 
obeerred. 

Woman  has  l»een  romli-jiHu-tl  for  her  jjroater  d<'licapy  of  pliyeical  orj;ani/a- 
tioii,  to  inferiority  of  intellectual  and  moral  culture,  and  to  the  forfeiture  of 
great  so:  ial,  civil,  and  religious  privileges.  In  the  relation  of  marriage  nhc  has 
been  ideally  annihilated  and  aetoally  awlaved  in  all  that  eoncems  her  personal 
and  pecuniary  rigfat8»  and  even  in  widowed  and  single  life,  she  is  ojrt  vss -d 
with  surh  liiiMtaMon  and  <lt  i;radation  of  lahor  and  avocation,  a*  clfarlv  and 
cruelly  mark  the  coudition  of  u  disuble^l  caste.  But  by  the  inspiration  of  the 
.Mm  ghty,  the  beneficent  spirit  of  reform  is  roused  to  the  red  ess  of  these 
wrongs. 

The  tyranny  which  degrades  and  crushes  wives  and  mothers  sit.s  n  >  lon<;iT 
lir;htly  oil  the  worll's  con-science;  the  heart's  home-wor-hip  feels  the  stain  of 
stoopini;  at  a  diahouored  altar.  MatdifM>d  begins  to  feel  the  shame  of  muddy- 
ing the  springs  from  which  it  draws  its  highest  lite,  and  womanhood  is  every- 
where awakening  to  asaerfc  its  divinely  chartered  righto  and  to  fulflll  ito  noblest 
dntice.  It  is  the  spirit  of  reviving  truth  and  righteousness  which  has  moved 
upon  the  great  deep  of  the  public  heart  and  arotmrd  ir^  re  Ires-^iriL'  Justice, 
nnd  through  it  the  Providence  «f  God  is  vindicating  the  order  and  appoint* 
nients  of  His  creation. 


The  signs  are  enooimging :  the  time  is  opportnne.  Come,  Hien,  to  this  Con- 
vention. It  is  your  doty,  if  yon  are  worthy  of  your  age  and  conntiy.  Qive  the 
nelp  of  your  best  thought  to  separate  the  light  from  the  darkness.  Wisely 
give  the  protection  of  your  name  and  the  benefit  of  your  efforts  to  the  preat 
work  of  settling  the  principles,  devising  the  methods,  and  achieving  the  suc- 
cess of  this  high  and  holy  movement. 

This  call  was  signed  by  dghty-^iine  leading  men  and  women  of 
six  States.* 
On  taking  the  chair,  Mib.  Davis  said : 

The  fefiwmatloa  we  propose  In  Ito  ntmost  scope  is  radical  and  nniverMil.  U 
Is  not  the  mere  perfecting  of  a  refbrm  already  in  motion,  a  detail  of  some 

established  plan,  but  it  is  an  epochal  movement — the  emancipation  of  a  class, 
the  redemption  of  half  the  world,  and  a  conforming  reorganization  of  all  social, 
political,  and  industrial  interests  and  institutions.  Moreover,  it  is  a  movement 
without  example  among  the  enterprises  of  assoeiated  feformations,  for  it  has 


*  See  Appendix. 
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nopnrpote  of  arming  the  oppressed  agninst  llie  oppn-ssfir.  or  of  separating;  the 
partis,  or  of  setting  up  indopcndence,  or  of  H^'vcriiifi  the  relations  of  either. 

lis  intended  changes  are  tu  be  wrought  iu  the  intimate  texture  of  all  so- 
detary  organiaationik  witbont  Tiolenoe  or  any  fonn  of  antagonism.  It  seeks  to 
i«l>Iace  the  worn-out  with  the  li?ing  and  the  beautiful,  so  as  to  reoomstrack 
without  overturning,  and  to  rt'Efoncrato  without  destronng. 

Our  cUiiin  must  rest  on  its  justice,  and  conquer  by  its  power  of  truth.  We 
take  the  ground  that  whatever  has  been  achieved  for  tlie  ruce  belongs  to  it, 
and  mast  not  lie  warped  by  any  class  or  caste.  The  rights  and  liberties  of 
one  human  bcint;  can  not  be  made  the  property  of  another,  though  they  were 
rcdcfmrd  for  him  or  ht  r  l»y  ih'-  life  of  that  other;  for  rights  can  not  be  for- 
feited by  way  uf  salvage,  and  they  arc,  in  their  nature,  unpurchasable  and  in- 
alienable. We  claim  fhr  woman  a  full  and  generous  investiture  of  all  the 
blessings  whidi  the  other  sex  bas  solely,  or  by  ber  sld,  achiered  fox  itself.  We 
appeal  from  man's  iiguatioe  and  aellisbiiess  to  bis  prindples  and  albctiona. 

It  was  eheeriug  to  iiud  iu  the  very  begiimiug  many  distinguished 
men  ready  to  help  ns  to  the  law,  gos])el,  social  ethics,  and  philosophy 
involved  in  our  question.  A  letter  from  Gerrit  Smith  to  William 
Uojd  Oarrison  says : 

PvrsBBOBOk  N.      Odt,  19, 1850. 

My  dear  Sir  : — I  this  evening  received  from  my  friend  H.  FT.  Van  Amringe, 
of  Wisconsin,  the  accompanying  argument  on  woni:in'.-i  riirhts.  It  is  written 
by  himself.  He  is,  as  you  are  aware,  a  highly  intellectual  man.  lie  wishes  mo 
to  present  this  a^ment  to  the  Woraan*s  Convention  wbiob  is  to  be  held  In 
"Worcester.    Perm  it  me  to  do  SO  through  yourself. 

My  excessive  business  cngagemrnts  compel  me  to  refuse  all  invitations  to 
attend  public  meetings  not  in  my  own  county.  May  Heaven's  richest  blessings 
rest  on  the  Convention. 

Very  reapeetftally  and  ftatemally  yours,        Gbsbit  Smrs. 

Mr.  Van  Aimiii^xe's  paper  on  *'  Woman's  Tiitfhts  in  Chnreh  and 
State  "  was  read  and  discussed,  and  a  large  portion  of  it  printed  in 
the  regular  report  of  the  proceedings. 

The  papers  read  by  the  women,  in  style  and  ailment,  were  in 
no  way  inferior  to  those  of  the  men  present 

LettenTwere  read  from  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  Ber.  Samnel  J. 
Haj,  L.  A.  Hine,  Elisor  Wright,  0. 8.  Eowler,  Esther  Ann  Lukena, 
Margaret  Chap})ei  Smith,  Nancy  M  Baird,  Jane  Cowen,  Sophia  L. 
Little,  Eh'zabeth  Wilson,  Maria  L.  Varney,  and  Milfred  A.  Spaford.* 

Mrs.  Abby  H.  Priee,  of  llopedale,  made  an  adfires.s  on  the  in- 
justice of  excluding  girls  from  the  colleges,  the  trades  and  the  pro- 
fessions, and  the  importance  of  ti-;ti!ti!i<r  them  to  some  profitable 
labor,  and  thus  to  protect  their  virtue,  dignity,  and  self-respect  by 
securing  tiieir  pecuniary  independence. 

*8ea  AppendlZi 
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She  thought  the  gpwcdiest  solution  of  the  vexed  problem  of  prratitution  was 
profitable  work  for  the  rising  generation  of  girls.  The  best  legislation  on  the 
wodti  vice  wm  Ib  xcmofwing  the  tegd  diatUlitiet  that  cripple  M  tbflir  pow«». 
IfiMnu,  in  otdw  to  be  eqmlly  inde|Miickiit  with  num,  must  have  •  fair  and 
equal  cbancc.  Tie  is  in  nowise  restricted  from  doing,  in  every  department  of 
human  exertion,  all  he  is  able  to  do.  If  lie  is  bold  and  nml)iiinu,4,  and  desires 
fame,  everj  avenue  is  open  to  him.  He  uuiy  blend  Bcience  and  urt,  producing 
a  compvtenoe  fat  hia  support,  until  ho  ohaina  them  to  the  ear  of  hia  genina, 
and,  with  Fulton  and  Morae,  wins  a  crown  of  imperiehable  gratitude  If  be 
desired  to  tread  the  path  of  knowledge  up  to  Its  glorious  temple-summit,  he 
can,  as  he  ploasos,  take  either  of  the  learned  profcssionf?  as  in^^truments  of 
pecuniary  independence,  while  he  plumes  his  wings  fur  a  higher  and  higher 
aacenl  Not  ao  with  woman.  Her  rifufata  are  not  recognised  aa  equal ;  her 
sphere  is  circumscribed — not  by  ber  ability,  but  by  ber  sez.  It  perchance,  her 
taste  leads  her  to  excellence,  in  the  way  they  give  her  leave  to  tread,  she  is 
worshiped  as  almogt  divine  ;  hut  if  she  reaches  for  laurels  they  liave  in  view, 
the  wings  of  her  genius  are  clipped  because  she  is  a  woman. 

Dr.  Harriot  K.  Hanty  of  Boston,  the  fin^t  woman  who  practiced 

medicine  in  this  uountij,  B\yoko  on  the  medical  education  of  women. 
Sarah  Tyndale,  a  sur>eeasf  ol  merchant  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  bosi- 

neBS  ciipacity  of  woman. 

Antoiiit'tte  L.  Brown,  a  graduate  of  Ohorlin  College,  uiid  a  student 
in  Theology,  made  a  logical  argument  on  woman's  j)o.sition  in  the 
Bible,  claiming  her  complete  eipiality  with  man,  the  simultaneous 
creation  of  the  Bexee,  and  their  moral  responsibilities  as  individual 
and  impemtive. 

The  debates  on  the  resolutions  were  spicy,  pointed,  and  logical,  and 
weredc(  |>ly  interesting,  continuing  with  crowded  audiences  through 
two  entire  days.  In  these  debates  Lnej  Stone,  Luoretia  Mott,  Wen- 
dell Phillips,  William  Henry  Qfaanning,  Ernestine  L.  Rose,  Frederick 
Douglass,  Martha  Mowry,  Abby  Kelly  and  St< -phen  Foster,  EKaabeth 
B.  Chase,  James  N.  Buifam,  Sojourner  Truth,  Eliab  Oapron,  and 
Joseph  C.  Hathaway,  took  part.  As  there  was  no  phonographie  re> 
porter  present,  most  of  the  best  speaking,  that  was  extemporaneous^ 
can  not  be  handed  down  to  history. 

Among  the  letters  to  the  Convention,  there  was  one  quite  novel 
and  interesting  from  llelene  Marie  Weber,*  a  lady  of  high  literary 
character,  who  had  published  numerous  tricts  on  the  liights  of 
Woman.  She  contended  that  the  phyj-ical  develo]>nient  of  woman 
was  impossible  in  her  present  co«>tiime,  and  that  her  coDsequeut  en- 
feebled condition  made  her  incapable  of  entering  many  of  tiie  most 
profitable  employments  in  the  world  of  woik.  Miss  Weber  ezem- 

•  Bm  Appeodls. 
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plilied  her  teachings  by  her  practice.  She  usually  wore  a  dress 
coat  and  pantaloons  of  black  cloth ;  ou  full-dress  occasions,  a  dark 
blue  dreGB  coat,  with  plain  flat  gilt  battens,  and  drab-colored  panta- 
loons. Her  waistcoat  was  of  buff  cassimere,  richly  trimmed  with 
plain,  flat«orCsced»  gold  buttons,  exquisitely  polished ;  this  was  ati 
elegant  coetnme,  and  one  she  wore  to  great  advantage.  Her  dothee 
were  all  perfect  In  their  fi,t,  and  of  Paris  make;  and  her  flgnre  was 
singularly  well  adapted  to  male  attire.  No  gentleman  in  Paris 
made  a  finer  appearance. 

One  of  the  grand  results  of  this  Convention  was  the  thou^^ht 
roused  in  England*  A  good  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  New 
York  Tribune^  for  Europe,  of  October  29,  1850,  was  read  by  the 
future  Mrs.  John  Stuart  Mill,  then  Mrs.  Taylor,  and  at  once  called 
out  from  her  pen  hti  able  oix-av  in  the  Went  minster  and  F'oreign 
^f^arfer/y  i?t'tvVf^?,  entitled  "  Eiifninchi>C'tnent  of  Woman."'  This 
attracted  the  attention  of  niaiiv  lihural  thinkers,  and  foremost  of 
these,  one  of  England's  ^catest  philosophers  and  p.-holars,  the  Hon. 
John  Stuart  Mill,  who  became  soon  after  the  ehampiuii  of  woman's 
cause  iu  the  British  ParUaiuent.  The  essayist  in  speaking  of  this 
Convention  says :  * 

Most  of  oar  readers  will  pro!)ab!y  learn,  from  tliese  p  ij^es,  tor  the  first  time, 
that  there  ba9  risen  in  the  United  States,  and  in  the  most  civilized  and  enlight- 
ened portion  of  them,  an  oiganized  agiUitioo,  on  a  new  question,  new  not  to 
tbinkere,  nor  to  nay  one  by  wbom  tiie  prindpleB  of  free  and  popular  govern* 
ment  arc  felt,  as  well  as  acknowledged :  but  new,  ahd  even  unheard  of,  as  a 
subject  for  public  mcetirifrs,  and  practical  political  action.  Tliis  qucsrion  is  the 
enfranchisement  of  women,  their  admission  in  law,  and  in  fact,  to  equality  in 
all  rigbt^  political,  civil,  social,  with  tfae  male  dtisena  of  tlie  eommonity. 

It  will  add  to  the  surprise  witb  wbich  many  will  receive  tbis  intelligence, 
that  the  agitation  which  has  comraenced  is  not  a  pleading  by  male  writers 
and  orntorn  f'lr  women,  those  who  arc  professedly  to  bo  benetitefl  remaining 
eitlu  r  indiiTerent,  or  ostensibly  hostile;  it  is  a  political  movement,  practical  in 
its  objects,  carrietl  on  In  a  Hwm  wbieb  dew»tet  an  intention  to  penevcre.  And 
it  is  a  movement  not  merely  ./W  women,  bnt  hy  tbem  

A  suc-ession  of  public  meetings  was  held,  under  the  name  of  a  "Woman's 
Rights' Convention,"  of  which  tUe  President  was  a  woman,  and  nearly  all  the 
chief  speakers  women ;  numt  rously  reinforced,  however,  by  men,  among  whom 
wete  some  of  the  most  distinguished  leaders  in  the  kindred  came  of  negro 
emancipation  

According  to  the  report  in  the  Neic  YorJc  TrRfune,  above  a  thousand  penom 
were  pri«;ent.  throughout,  and  "if  a  larger  place  ooald  have  been  had,  many 
thousands  more  would  have  attended."  ' 

la  regard  to  the  qoality  of  the  speaking;  the  proceedings  bear  an  advan- 
tagecras  cmnparison  with  those  of  any  popiihir  movement  with  which  we  an 
acquittted,  either  in  this  country  or  in  America.  Very  raie^  in  tfae  oratory 
15 
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of  pablic  muetinga  the  part  of  .verbiage  and  declamation  so  small,  and  that 
of  odm  good  aente  and  Kiison  so  oonsidenble. 

The  result  of  the  Conveotim  was  in  every  respeet  encouraging  to  those  by 
whom  it  wact  summoned ;  and  it  is  prol>ahIr  destined  to  inaugurate  one  of  the 
most  important  of  the  movements  toward  political  and  socijil  n-fonn,  wliicli 
are  tbe  best  characteristic  of  tlie  pretMint  uge.  Tbat  the  promoters  of  this  new 
agitation  take  their  stand  on  principles,  and  do  not  ibar  to  declare  these  in  their 
widest  extent,  without  timc-eernDg  or  oompffomiae^  will  be  aeen  ftom  tbe  reao- 
lutiona  adopted  by  the  GonventioD,* 

After  giTing  an  able  aigoment  in  favor  of  all  the  demands  made  in 
the  Convention,  with  a  fair  criticism  of  some  of  tlie  weak  things 
nttered  there,  she  oondndes  by  saying : 

There  are  indicafiona  that  the  example  of  America  will  be  followed  on  this 
aide  of  the  Atlantic  ;  and  tlte  first  step  has  been  taken  in  that  part  of  England 
where  every  serious  movement  in  the  directioti  <iF  political  progress  lias  its 
commenceineut— the  manufacturing  districts  of  the  north.  K)vl  the  i;;th  of 
February.  I80I,  a  petition  of  women,  agreed  to  by  a  pablic  meeting  at  bhe^ 
Add,  and  claiming  the  elective  franchise,  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Lorda 
by  the  Earl  of  Oariide. 

William  Henry  Ohanning,  from  the  Business  Committee,  sug- 
gested a  plan  for  organiasation  and  the  principles  that  should  govern 
the  movement.  In  accordance  with  his  views  a  National  Central 
Committee  was  appointed,  in  which  every  State  was  represented.f 
Paulina  Wright  Davis,  Chairman;  Sarah  H.  Earle,  Secretary;  Wen- 
dell Phillips,  Treasurer. 

Tliis  Convention  was  a  very  creditable  one  in  evei*y  point  «>f  view. 
The  order  and  perfection  of  the  arrafigernents,  the  eharaeter  of  the 
papers  jM-esiMited,  and  the  sustaine  l  eiithnsi:i^ni,  retieet  honor  on  the 
men  and  women  who  conducted  the  proceedings.  The  lartrc  num- 
ber of  letters  addressed  to  Mrs.  Davis  show  how  extensive  had  lieen 
her  correspondence,  both  in  the  old  world  and  the  new.  Her 
wealth,  culture,  and  position  gave  her  much  social  intiueuce ;  her 
beauty,  grace,  and  gentle  manners  drew  around  her  a  laige  circle  of 
admiring  friends,  These^  with  her  tall  fine  figure,  her  claestc  head 
and  features,  and  exquisite  taste  in  dress ;  her  oi^nizing  tal^t  and 
knowledge  the  question  nnder  consideration,  altogether  made  her 
so  desirable  a  presiding  officer,  that  she  was  often  diosen  for  that 
position. 

THE  SECOND  NATIONAL  COWENTION  IN  WORCESTER. 

In  acconlanee  with  a  call  from  the  Central  ( 'onnnittee,  the  frieuds 
of  Woman  Suffrage  assembled  again  in  Ihinle)'  Hall,  Oct.  15th 

*B«e  Appeadiz.  t  See  Appendix. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Wendell  FhiUips.  227 

and  16ih,  1851.  At  an  eorij  honr  the  honae  was  fiUed,  and  was  called 
to  order  bj  PanUna  Wri^t  Davis,  who  was  again  clio^en  per- 
manent Preside  nt.   This  Gonrention  was  conducted  mainly  by  the 

same  peisons  who  had  so  sncccssfuUy  mnnngcd  the  proceedings  of 
the  previous  year.  Mrs.  Davis,  on  taking  the  eliair,  gave  a  brief 
resvme  of  the  steps  of  progress  during  the  year,  and  at  the  clo-fi'  of 
her  remarks,  letters  were  read  from  Kalph  Waldo  Emerson,  Uenry 
Ward  Beecher,  Ilornee  Mann,  Angelina  (rrimke  Weld,  rn(nrt'>  D. 
(iage,  Estelle  Anna  LiwitJ,  Marion  Blackwell,  Oliver  Jolinson,  and 
Eliza  Barney,  all  giving,'  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  new  idea.  Mrs. 
Emma  1*.  Coe,  ol  the  lUisiness  Committee,  called  upon  Wendell 
Phillips  to  read  the  resolutions*  prepared  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Conirention. 
On  rising  Mr.  Phillips  said : 

In  drawing  up  gome  of  tbeoe  reiolutions,  I  have  uwd  vury  freely  tiie  language 
of  a  thoogbtfal  aod  profound  srtiole  in  the  Wetknimter  Sevimo.  It  is  a  review 
df  the  proeeedinge  of  onr  Conveiitioa,  held  one  year  ago,  and  states  with  sin> 

gular  clcarnMs  and  force  the  leading  argnments  for  our  reform,  and  the  grounds 
of  our  claim  in  behalf  of  woman.  I  rejoice  to  see  so  large  an  audience  gath*  ' 
end  to  eoutder  this  moinentoiia  subject,  the  most  magnifieeot  leferm  that  has 
yet  been  branched  «p  m  the  world.  It  is  the  lint  organised  protest  against  the 
injustice  which  has  brooded  orer  the  character  and  the  destiny  of  one-half  of 
the  human  race.  Nowhere  v]<t',  under  any  oirrurnvfances,  hus  a  deiunnd  ever 
yet  been  made  for  the  liberties  of  one  whole  half  of  our  race.  It  is  fitting 
that  we  thonld  pause  end  ooniider  so  remarkaUe  end  ligniflcant  a  drcnni- 
etanoe;  that  we  •hooid  diecosa  the  qneadons  involved  with  the  aerionsnese  and 
deliberation  suitable  to  such  an  enterprise. 

It  strikta,  indeed,  a  great  and  vital  bhm  at  the  %vhoIe  social  fabric  of  every 

nation;  but  this,  to  my  mind,  is  no  argument  against  it  Government 

commenced  in  usurpation  and  oppression ;  liberty  and  dTiHiation  at  present 
are  nothing  dee  than  ilie  ftagments  of  rfghta  wbieh  the  acaflbld  and  the  stake 
have  wrung  from  the  strong  hands  of  the  U8urpfr-<.  Kvery  step  of  pro<^reaathe 
woild  has  made  has  been  from  pcaffold  to  scaffold,  from  stake  to  stake  .... 
Oovernment  began  in  tyranny  and  f^rce ;  began  in  the  feudalism  of  the  soldier 
and  the  bigotry  of  the  priest ;  and  the  ideae  of  joatice  and  hnmanlty  have 
been  fighting  thdr  way  like  a  thnndentoim  againat  the  oiganiaed  selllahnesa 
of  human  nature. 

And  this  is  ihe  last  great  protest  against  the  wrong  of  ages.  It  is  no  argu- 
ment, to  my  mind,  therefore,  that  the  old  social  fabric  of  the  past  is  againat 
US.  Ndther  do  I  ibel  cdled  npon  to  show  what  wnman^  proper  sphere  ia.  In 
every  great  ref  irm  the  m^ority  have  always  said  to  the  cluimant,  no  matter 

what  he  claimed.  "You  are  not  tit  for  «ui-h  h  j)rivi!c<Tc."  Luther  asked  of  tlip 
Pope  liberty  for  the  masses  to  read  tlie  Bible.   The  reply  was  that  it  would  not 


*  See  Appendix. 
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be  safe  to  trntt  the  masses  with  the  word  of  God.  "  Let  them  tiy***  Mid  the 
great  reformfr.  and  the  biatory  of  three  ceaturiee  of  devek^Maent  tnd  parity 

proclaims  the  result. 

The  lower  dasaee  in  France  claimed  their  civil  rigbta ;  the  right  to  rote,  and 
to  a  direct  repreeentatioii  in  goTernmeat,  bnt  the  rich  end  lettered  chuees  cried 

out,  "You  can  not  be  made  fit."  The  answer  was,  "  Let  us  try,"  That  France 

is  not  a^  Spain,  utterly  crushed  bcneatli  \hv  \\v\'^\n  of  a  thousand  years  of  niis- 
govcrninent,  is  the  answer  to  those  who  doubt  the  ultimate  saocess  of  the  ez- 
ptriment. 

Woman  stands  now  at  the  eame  door.  She  says:  ''Yon  tell  me  I  have  no 

intellect.  Give  nre  a  chance."  **  Yott  tell  me  I  ihall  only  embarrass  politics; 
let  me  try."  The  only  reply  is  the  same  stale  argument  that  said  to  the  .Tews 
of  Europe :  You  are  fit  only  to  make  money ;  you  are  not  fit  for  the  ranks  of  the 
army,  or  the  halls  of  Parliament. 

How  oogent  the  eloqiient  appeal  of  Macanlay :  What  right  have  we  to  take 
this  qoefitioo  for  granted  ?  Throw  open  the  doors  of  thia  Honso  of  Commons ; 
throw  <ip<»n  the  ranks  of  the  imperial  army,  before  you  deny  eloquence  to  tho 
countrymen  of  Isaiah,  or  valor  to  the  descendants  of  the  MuccalK  es." 

It  is  the  same  now  with  us.  Throw  open  the  doors  of  Congress;  throw  opeu 
thoee  ooart-homes;  throw  wide  open  the  doors  of  your  colleges,  and  g^ve  to 
the  sisters  of  the  De  Staels  and  the  Ibrtineans  the  same  opportunity  for  cult- 
ure that  men  have,  and  let  the  results  prove  what  their  capacity  and  intellect 
really  are.  When  woman  has  enjoyed  for  as  many  centuries  as  we  have  the  aid 
of  books,  the  discipline  of  life,  and  the  stimulus  of  fame,  it  will  be  time  to  be- 
gin the  diseosalon  of  Iheee  qnestions:  What  is  the  intellect  of  woman  t"  '*I8 
it  equal  to  that  of  man  ? "  Till  then,  all  such  discussion  is  mere  l)eating  of  the 
air.  While  it  is  doul)tle;<s  true,  that  great  nunds  make  a  way  for  themselves 
spite  of  all  obstacles,  yet  who  knows  how  many  Miltons  have  died,  "  mute  and 
inglorious"?  However  splendid  the  natural  endowments,  the  discipline  of  life, 
after  all,  completes  the  miracle.  The  aWlity  of  Napoleon — ^what  was  itt  It 
grew  out  of  the  hope  to  be  Ceesar,  or  Marlborough ;  oat  of  Austcrlitz  and  Jena^ 
out  of  his  battle-fields,  his  throne,  and  all  the  great  scenes  of  that  eventful  life. 

Open  to  woman  the  same  scenes,  immerse  her  in  the  sumo  great  interests  and 
pursuits,  and  if  twenty  centuries  shall  not  produce  a  womuu  Charlemagne,  or  a 
Napoleon,  Adr  reason  will  tiien  allow  ns  to  conclude  that  there  is  some  distinct- 
ive peculiarity  in  the  intellects  of  the  sexes. 

Centuries  alone  ran  lay  a  fair  basis  for  the  argument.  I  believe  on  this  point 
there  is  a  shrinking  consciouaness  of  not  being  ready  for  the  battle,  on  the  part 
of  some  of  the  strooger  sex,  as  they  call  themselves ;  a  tacit  confession  of  risk 
to  this  im^^ned  superiority,  if  they  consent  to  meet  thehr  eisters  in  the  lecture 
halls,  or  the  laboratory  of  science. 

My  proof  of  it  is  this,  that  the  miijhtiest  intellects  of  the  race,  from  Plato 
down  to  the  present  time,  some  of  the  rarest  minds  of  Germany,  France,  and 
England,  have  successively  yielded  their  aesent  to  the  ftot,  that  woman  is  not, 
perhaps,  identically,  hat  eqmdly  endowed  with  maa  in  all  intdleotoal  capabili- 
ties. It  is  generally  the  aeoond-rate  men  who  doabt;  doabt  because,  perhapi^ 
they  fear  a  fair  field. 

Suppose  that  woman  is  essentially  inferior  to  man,  she  still  has  rights.  Grant 
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tliat  Mrs.  Norton*  never  eoold  be  Byron ;  that  Blixafielili  Barrett  nerer  could 
have  written  Paradiee  Iioet;  tbat  Jbn.  Somervitle  ne^er  coald  be  La  Place,  nor 

SiraHi  liave  painted  the  Transfiguration.  What  then  t  Does  that  prOTO  tbey 
ehouM  be  deprived  of  all  civil  rijriits  ? 

John  Smith  will  never  be,  never  can  lie.  haniel  Web'^tiT.  Shall  he  therefore 
be  put  under  guardianship,  and  forbidden  to  Tote?  S  ippoi^e  woman,  though 
equal,  does  dWer  essentially  in  her  intellect  firm  nian«  Is  tbat  any  ground  for  dis- 
franchising her?  Shall  the  Foltmia  s<ny  to  the  RaphaelR.  because  you  am  not 
make  steam  t'n<;inc»  therefore  you  shall  not  vote  '.  Sh;i'l  the  Napoleon-*  or  the 
Washington^  say  to  the  Wordsworths  or  the  Herscheb,  because  you  can  not  lead 
vmies,  uud  goyifm  States,  therefore  you  shall  have  no  civil  rights  f 

The  followinfi:  inrorestma:  letter  troin  U:irriet  Martineau  \s'as 
then  read,  whit-li  we  srive  in  full,  that  the  reader  may  see  Low  clearly 
detiued  was  her  poditiuu  at  that  early  day : 

Cboxsb,  Sscoakd,  Aug,  8, 1861. 

PAULCfA  Wbioht  Davis: 

Deab  Maoak  I— I  beg  to  thank  you  heartily  for  yonr  kindness  in  sending 
me  the  Beport  of  the  Proceedings  of  year  Woman's  Rights  Conventioa.  I  hftd 

gathered  what  I  could  from  the  new8p:iperfl  concerning  it,  but  I  was  gratlfled 
at  being  able  to  read,  in  a  collected  form,  addresses  so  full  of  earnestnega  and 
sound  truth,  as  I  found  m<>st  of  the  speeches  to  be.  I  hope  you  are  a-vare  of 
the  interest  excited  in  this  coontry  by  diat  Conyention,  the  strongest  uroof  oc 
which  is  the  appearance  of  an  article  on  the  subject  in  Tht  FMntiiUM  Rinievs 
(for  July),  as  thurough-going  as  any  of  your  own  addresses,  and  from  the  pen 
(at  kast  as  it  is  under^ond  here)  of  one  of  our  very  first  men,  Mr.  John  S.  51111. 
I  am  not  without  hope  that  this  article  will  materially  strengthen  your  hands, 
and  I  am  son  it  can  not  bat  cheer  your  hearts. 

Erer  s  nee  I  beeanse  cap:ible  of  tbinldng  for  myself  I  hare  dearly  seen,  and 
I  have  said  it  till  my  listeners  and  readers  are  probably  tired  of  hearing  it.  that 
there  can  be  but  one  true  method  in  the  trcutment  of  each  hiuuan  bcini;,  of 
either  sex,  of  any  color,  and  under  any  outward  circumstances,  tu  a-iLcrtaia  what 
are  the  powers  of  that  l)eing,  to  cnMyate  them  to  the  utmost,  and  ihm  to  see 
what  action  they  will  fold  fat  thmnaelTes.  This  has  pro*>ably  never  been  done 
for  men.  unless  in  s  'me  rare  individual  cases.  It  has  certainly  never  lieen  done 
for  women,  and,  till  it  is  done,  all  debating  about  what  woman's  iutclket  is,  all 
speculation,  or  laying  down  the  law,  as  to  what  is  woman's  sphere,  is  a  mere 
treating  of  the  air.  il^Mwi  conceptions  have  long  been  worthless  in  physical 
adeoce,  and  nothing  was  really  effiBcted  till  the  experimental  method  was  clearly 
made  out  and  strictly  a])plied  in  practice,  and  the  same  principle  holds  most 
certainly  tliroufrh  the  whole  range  of  moral  science. 

Whether  we  regard  ttie  physical  fact  of  what  wumen  are  able  to  do,  or  the 
moral  fact  of  what  women  ought  to  do,  it  is  equally  necessary  to  abstain  from 
making  any  dedsion  prior  to  experiment.  We  see  plainly  enough  the  waste  of 


■"Mr^.  CiiroliiH?  N'urton,  a  distinguished  Ei)irli!<h  author,  wlin  ■^••pLiruted  from  her  has- 
l>aiid  i)ee.'tu^e  uf  cruel  treatment.  Qc  robbed  hor  or  all  the  proflls  of  her  books,  and  of  her 
eUldren,  and  wben  she  appealed  to  the  Courts,  Za^ldi  kw  sustained  the  husband  In 
an  Us  vtolatUms  of  nataral  justloe. 
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time  and  thonght  among  the  men  who  once  talked  cf  Nature  abliorrinp  a  vacu- 
om,  or  disputed  at  great  length  as  to  whether  angels  could  go  from  cud  to  end 
without  passiag  through  the  middle;  and  lihe  dayidll  oone  when  It  will 
appear  to  be  no  less  atward  to  hare  argued,  a*  mea  and  women  are  arguing 
now,  about  what  woman  ought  to  do,  befiwe  it  wat  aeeertained  wliat  woman 
can  do. 

Let  IM  once  see  a  hundred  vromea  educated  up  to  the  highest  point  that 
edocatiott  at  preaent  leadiea;  lot  then  he  supplied  with  anah  knowledge  aa 
their  fiusoltiee  are  fbond  to  crave,  and  let  than  be  free  to  nee,  apply,  and  in- 
crease their  know]e<1ge  as  their  faculties  f«hnll  instigate,  and  it  wiU  preeently 
appear  what  is  the  sphere  of  each  of  tl)c  hundred. 

One  may  he  discovering  comets,  like  Miss  Herschell ;  one  may  he  laying  open 
the  mathematical  atructnre  of  the  imiTerse,  Hke  Ura.  Somerfifle ;  another  may 
be  aaalyring  the  chemical  rdatioaa  of  Nature  in  the  laboratory;  another  may  be 
peni'trating  the  mysteries  of  physiology;  others  may  be  applying  science  in  the 
healing  of  dis-ases ;  others  maybe  investigating  the  laws  of  socia'  relations, 
learning  the  great  natural  laws  under  which  society,  like  everything  else,  pro- 
ceeds; others,  i^;ain,  may  be  aetiTely  carrying  out  the  aodal  arrangementa 
winc  h  have  been  formed  under  these  laws ;  and  others  may  he  chiefly  occupied 
in  family  btuinosa,  in  the  daties  of  the  wife  and  mother,  and  the  ruler  of  the 
household. 

If,  among  the  hundred  women,  a  great  diversity  of  powers  should  appear 
(which  I  haye  no  donbt  would  be  the  caeeX  there  will  always  be  plenty  of  scope 
and  material  for  the  greatest  amount  and  variety  of  power  that  can  be  brought 
o;it.  if  n(4 — if  it  slionM  api)ear  that  w<>:i)cn  fall  below  nu  n  in  -ill  but  the  do- 
mestic tuncti<ms — then  it  will  be  well  that  the  experiment  ha-i  been  tried ;  and 
the  trial  better  go  on  forever,  that  woman's  sphere  may  forever  detcrmlDe  itseU 
to  the  satiafhctioa  of  everybody.  It  is  clear  that  education,  to  be  what  I  de- 
mand on  behalf  of  women,  must  be  intended  to  issue  in  active  life. 

A  man's  medical  e  lu  jifion  would  bo  worth  little,  if  it  was  not  a  preparation 
for  practice.  The  astronomer  and  the  cliotnist  would  put  littlo  force  into  their 
studiee,  if  it  waa  certain  that  they  must  leiive  off  in  four  or  five  years,  and  do 
nothing  for  the  rest  of  thdr  Uvea ;  and  no  man  could  pcedbly  fioel  modi  inter- 
est in  pAlitical  and  sot  ial  nxwab,  if  he  knew  that  he  must,  all  bia  life  long,  pay 
taxe-:,  but  neitlicr  si)eak  nor  move  abojit  public  affairs. 

Women,  like  men,  must  be  educated  with  a  view  to  action,  or  their  studies 
can  not  be  called  education,  and  no  Judgment  can  be  formed  of  the  acope  of 
their  faculties.  The  pursuit  must  be  life^a  business,  or  it  will  be  mere  pastime 
or  irksome  ta-k.  This  was  always  my  point  of  difference  with  one  who  care- 
full .  cher  shed  a  reverence  for  woman,  tlie  late  Dr.  Channini;. 

IIiiw  much  we  spoke  and  wrote  of  tlie  old  controversy,  Iniluence  vi.  Office. 
He  would  have  had  any  woman  study  an.v thing  that  her  faooHiea  led  her 
to,  whether  physical  sdence  or  law,  government  and  pclitieal  economy;  but  he 
■ufinM  h:u  c  her  stop  at  the  atudy.  From  the  moment  she  entered  the  hospital 
as  physiciim  an.]  nat  nurse;  fro  n  tiie  mom  nt  she  took  licr  place  in  a  court  of 
justice,  in  ttie  jury  t>o.\,  and  not  the  \s  itness  box ;  from  the  moment  she  brought 
her  mind  and  her  voice  into  the  legislature,  instead  of  discussing  the  principles 
of  laws  at  home ;  from  the  moment  she  announced  and  administered  {uatice  in- 
aiead  of  looking  at  it  from  afkr,  as  a  thing  with  which  she  had  no  conoem,  sue 
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would,  be  feared,  lose  her  inilaeace  as  an  obserdng  intdHgence,  standing  by  ia 
a  state  of  purity  "  unsjwttcd  from  the  worM." 

M;  coDvictioa  always  was,  tbat  aa  intelligence  never  aimed  out  into  action 
ooold  not  be  wortb  nracb;  ud  thati  if  all  tbe  action  of  human  lift  waa  of  a 
dMuracter  ao  taintad  aa  to  be  onfit  for  woaicB,  itconld  be  no  better  Ibr  men,  and 
we  oogbt  all  to  stt  down  together,  to  let  barbarism  overtake  us  once  more. 

My  own  conviction  is.  iliat  the  natural  action  of  the  whole  human  hcinsr  occn- 
sions  not  only  the  most  btrcn^th,  but  the  highest  elevation;  not  only  tlie  warnt- 
eet  sympathy,  bat  the  deepest  purity.  The  highest  and  purest  iMinga  among 
woman  iMm  now  to  be.  thoae  whoi,  fhr  from  being  idle,  find  amoi^  their  re- 
stricted opportunities  some  means  of  s'renuous  action :  and  lean  not  doubt  that, 
if  an  active  social  career  were  open  to  all  women,  with  due  means  of  preparation 
for  it,  those  who  are  higii  an<l  holy  now,  would  bo  high  and  holy  then,  and 
would  be  joined  by  an  innnmenble  company  of  ju»t  apirita  from  among  thoee 
whose  energiea  are  now  pining  and  fretting  in  •'nforced  idleness,  or  unworthy 
frivolity,  or  brought  down  into  pviauita  and  aimawliicb  areanylliing  but  pure 
and  peaceable. 

In  regard  to  the  old  controversy — Influence  ta.  Office — it  ttpi>eiirs  to  me  that 
if  Influence  ia  good  and  Offlce  bad  ibr  human  morals  and  character,  Man^ 
preaent  poNitl on  is  one  of  such  hardship,  as  it  is  almost  profane  to  ctmtem- 
plate  ;  and  if,  on  the  contrary.  Office  i.s  good  and  a  life  of  Influence  ia  twd. 
Woman  has  an  instant  right  to  claim  that  her  position  be  amended. 

Y^ours  faithfully,  Harriet  Mabtinbau. 

From  ber  letter,  we  find,  tbat  Miae  MartinMn  Bhared  the  common 
opinion  in  England  that  the  article  in  the  Wetkninster  BwUw  on  the 

Enfranchisement  of  Wonum"  was  written  by  John  Stoart  Mill. 
It  was  oertainly  very  complinentaxy  to  Mrs.  Taylor,  the  real  author 
of  that  paper,  who  afterward  married  Ifr.  Mill,  that  it  should  have 
been  anpposed  to  emanate  from  the  pen  of  timt  distinguished  philoso- 
pher. An  amnsing  incident  is  related  of  Mr.  Mill,  for  tlie  truth  of 
which  we  can  not  vouch,  but  report  says,  tliat  after  readin«i;  thk  arti- 
cle, he  hastened  to  read  it  agjiin  to  Mrs.  Taylor,  and  ])a8sing  on  it 
the  highest  praiaes,  to  his  great  surprise  she  confessed  herself  tlie 
author. 

At  this  Convention  Mr»«.  Elizabeth  Oakes  Sniitlt  nia<le  her  fir.-t 
appearance  on  our  piatfonu.  She  was  well  known  in  the  liter- 
ary circles  of  New  York  as  a  writer  of  merit  in  journals  and  period- 
icals. She  defended  the  Convention  and  its  leaders  through  the  col- 
umns of  the  JSTrno  York  Tribune^  and  afterward  published  a  series 
of  articles  entitled  Woman  and  her  Needs."  She  early  made  her 
way  into  the  lyeeums  and  some  pulpits  nerer  before  open  to  woman. 
Her  "Bertha  and  Lily,"  a  woman's  rights  novel,  and  her  other  writ- 
ingK  were  influential  in  moulding  popular  thought. 

Angelina  Qrimke,  familiar  with  plantation  Ufe,  q[>oke  eloquently 
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on  the  parallel  between  the  sIstb  code  and  the  laws  f(v  married 
women. 

Meihitable  Hadcell,  of  Gloucester,  eaid : 

Perhaps,  my  friends,  I  oagUt  to  apologize  for  standing  here.  Perhaps 
lattaefatoomiiobimportaiieetomyowiiaga  Tbla  m«6tlng,  as  I  under' 
stand  it,  was  called  to  discuss  Woman's  Bights.   Well,  I  do  not  pretend 

to  know  exactly  what  woman's  rights  arp;  but  I  do  know  that  1  have 
groaned  for  forty  years,  yea,  for  tifty  year-,  under  a  sense  of  woumn's 
wrongs.  I  know  that  even  when  a  girl,  I  gruiined  under  the  idea  that  I 
eonld  not  feoeivs  as  madi  Instraetlon  as  mj  brothers  eoald.  I  wanted 
to  be  what  I  felt  I  was  capable  of  becoming,  but  opportunity  was  denied 
me.  I  rejoice  in  the  progress  that  1ms  been  made.  I  rejoice  that  so  many 
women  are  here;  it  denotes  that  they  are  waking  up  to  some  sense  of 
their  situation.  One  of  my  sisters  observed  that  she  had  received  great 
kindness  as  a  wife,  mother,  sister,  and  danghter.  I,  too,  bare  brethren 
in  various  directions,  both  those  that  are  natural,  and  those  that  ara 
spiritual  brethren,  as  I  nndfrstand  the  matter;  and  I  rejoice  to  say  I 
have  found,  I  say  it  to  the  honor  of  my  brothers,  I  have  found  more  men 
than  women,  who  were  impressed  with  the  wrongs  under  which  our  sex 
labor,  and  felt  the  need  of  reformation.  I  rcijoioe  In  this  flMi. 

Bobeeea  B.  Spring  followed  with  some  pertinent  remarks.  Mrs. 

Emma  11.  Coe  reviewed  in  a  strain  of  pungont  irony  the  State  Laws 
in  relation  to  woman.  In  diacossing  the  reBolutions,  Charles  List^ 
Esq.,  of  Boston,  said  : 

I  lately  saw  a  book  wherein  the  author  in  a  very  eloquent,  but  highly 
wroiijflit  sentenee,  speaks  of  woman  as  "the  eonneeting  link  between 
man  and  heaven."  I  think  this  asks  too  much,  and  I  deny  the  right  of 
woman  to  assame  saeh  a  prerogative;  all  I  olaim  is  that  woman  should  be 
raised  by  noble  aspiration  to  tile  loftiest  moral  elevation,  and  thus  be 
fitted  to  train  men  up  to  become  worthy  companions  for  tlie  pure,  higli- 
minded  beinf?s  which  all  women  should  strive  to  bo.  A  great  duty  rests 
on  woman,  and  it  becomes  you  not  to  lose  a  moment  in  securing  for  your^ 
selves  evwj  right  and  privilege,  wherel^  yon  may  be  elevated  and  so  pre- 
pared to  exert  the  influenso  whieh  man  so  much  needs;.  Women  fall  far 
short  now  of  exerting  the  moral  inflneiice  intrusted  to  them  a*'  mothers 
and  wives,  consequently  men  are  imperfectly  developed  in  their  higher 
nature. 

Mrs.  NiCHOU  rejoined:  Woman  has  been  waiting  for  eentories  ezpeet> 
ing  man  to  go  before  and  lift  her  np,  but  he  has  failed  to  meet  onr  ex- 
pectations, and  now  comes  the  sail  that  she  sbonld  first  grasp  heaven  and 

pull  man  up  after  her. 

Mrs.  CoK  said:  The  signs  are  truly  propitious,  when  man  begins  to 
complain  of  his  wrongs— women  not  fit  to  be  wives  and  mothers! 

Who  piaeed  them  in  then-  present  position  ?  Who  keeps  them  there  ? 
Let  woman  flemnii'l  tin-  hi;;hest  education  in  our  land,  and  what  colleB^e, 
with  the  exception  ut  Uberliu,  will  receive  her^  1  have  myself  lately 
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made  raoh  a  demand  and  been  reftwed  dmplf  on  the  nronnd  of  t».  Yet 
what  is  tiMre  in  the  highest  range  of  intellectual  pursnits,  to  which 
woman  may  not  rightfully  a.«pln'?  What  is  there,  for  instance,  in  theol- 
ogy, which  she  should  not  strive  to  learn?  Give  nie  only  that  in  re- 
ligion which  woman  may  and  bliould  become  acquainted  with,  and  the 
rest  may  go  like  ehaff  beftwe  tiie  irtnd. 

Lucy  Stone  said:  I  thinlc  it  is  not  without  reason  that  men  complain 
of  tilt!  wives  and  mothers  of  to-dny.  Let  us  look  the  fact  soberly  and  fairly 
in  the  face,  and  admit  that  there  /.v  occasion  to  complain  of  wives  and 
mothers.  But  while  I  bay  this,  lot  me  also  say  that  when  you  can 
ahow  one  woman  who  Is  what  she  ought  to  be  as  a  wife  and  a  mother, 
yon  can  show  not  more  than  one  man  who  is  what  he  should  be  as  a  hus- 
band and  father.  The  blame  is  on  both  sides.  When  we  add  to  what 
woman  ought  to  be  for  her  own  .'iuko,  thin  other  fact,  that  woman,  by 
reason  of  her  maternity,  must  exert  a  most  potent  influence  over  the 
generations  yet  to  be,  there  is  no  language  that  oan  speak  the  magnitude 
or  importanee  of  the  subject  that  has  called  us  together.  He  is  guilty  of 
.  givinp  the  world  a  dwarfed  humanity,  who  would  seek  to  hinder  this 
movement  for  the  elevation  of  woman;  for  she  is  as  yet  a  starved  and  de- 
pendent outcast  before  the  law.  In  govemmeut  she  is  outlawed,  having 
neither  voice  nor  part  In  It.  In  the  household  she  is  either  a  ceaseless 
drudge,  or  a  blank.  In  the  depcurtment  of  education.  In  industry,  let 
woman's  sphere  be  bounded  only  by  her  capacity.  We  desire  there  should 
no  walls  be  thrown  about  it.  Let  man  read  his  own  sonl,  and  turn  over 
the  pages  of  his  own  Book  of  Life,  and  leam  tliat  in  the  human  mind  there 
is  always  capacity  for  development,  and  then  let  him  trust  woman  to 
that  power  of  growth,  no  matter  who  says  nay.  Laying  her  hand  on  the 
helm,  let  woman  steer  straight  onward  to  the  fulfillment  of  her  own  des- 
tiny. Let  her  ever  remember,  that  in  following  out  the  high  behests  of 
her  own  soul  will  be  found  her  exceeding  great  reward. 

William  Henry  Channing  then  gave  the  report  from  the  commit- 
tee on  tlie  social  relations.    Those  present  speak  of  it  as  a  very  able 
paper  oil  that  complex  question,  but  as  it  was  not  published  with  the 
proceed! II IT.-;,  all  tluit  can  be  found  is  the  foUowiog  meagre  abstract  * 
from  The  Worcester  Spy : 

Woman  has  a  natural  rii,'ht  to  tlio  development  of  all  her  faculties,  and 
to  all  the  advantages  that  insure  this  result.  She  has  the  ri^ht  not  only 
to  olvll  and  legal  Justice,  which  lie  on  the  outskirts  of  social  life,  but  to 
social  Justice,  which  aflSrots  the  central  position  of  society. 

Woman  should  be  as  free  to  marry,  or  n  main  single,  and  as  honorable 
in  either  relation,  as  man.  Tliere  should  bo  no  stigma  attached  to  the 
single  woman,  impelling  her  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  such  a  po.'iition. 
by  crushing  her  self-respect  and  individual  ambition.  A  true  Christian 
marriage  Is  a  sacred  union  of  soul  and  sense,  and  the  imnes  flowing  from 
it  are  eternal.  AH  obstacles  in  the  way  of  severing  uncongenial  mar- 
riape.<*  .should  be  reniovetl.  ln'faii«e  .'such  unions  are  unnatural,  and  must 
be  evii  in  their  results.   Divorce  in  such  cases  should  be  honorable, 
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without  iiabjeetiiig  the  partiaa  to  tbe  shame  of  exposure  in  the  ooarts.  or 

in  tbe  columns  of  tbe  daily  papers. 

Much  could  be  nccompliHlitHl  for  the  elevation  of  woman  by  organiza- 
tioDg  clustering  rouud  a  social  principle,  like  those  already  clustered 
round  a  religious  principle,  saoh  as  **  Sistmsof  Mercy/'  '*8i«tms<rfGb«P-' 
ity,'*  ete.  There  should  be  soeial  orders  called  "Sisters  of  Honor,**  hav- 
ing for  their  object  the  interests  of  unfortunate  women.  From  these  would 
spring  up  convents,  where  those  who  have  escaped  from  false  marriages 
and  illegal  social  relations  would  find  refuge.  Thene  organizations 
might  send  oat  misdonariee  to  gather  tiie  despised  Magdalene  into  ssie 
retreats,  and  raise  them  to  the  lerel  of  true  womanhood. 

Mr.  Ch;uiiiiug  spoke  at  length  on  the  civil  and  political  posi- 
tion of  woman,  eloquently  advocating  tbe  rightfulness  and  ex- 
pedien<7  of  womftn's  co-mmeigntj  with  man,  and  closed  by  read* 
ing  a  very  eloquent  letter  from  Jeaane  Deroine  and  Faoliue  BoUnd, 
two  remarkable  Frenoh  women,  then  in  the  prison  of  St.  Lagare,  in 
PariS)  for  their  liberal  opiniona. 

Just  as  the  agitation  for  woman's  lights  began  in  this  country, 
Pauline  Boland  bc^n  in  France  a  vigoroua  demand  for  her  rights 
as  a  citizen.  The  27th  of  February,  1848,  elic  prcscnto*!  Iierself 
before  the  electoral  reunion  to  claim  the  right  of  nominating  tbe 
mayor  of  the  city  wliere  she  lived.  Having  been  refused,  she 
claimed  in  April  of  the  same  year  the  right  to  take  part  in  the  elec- 
tions for  tbe  Constituent  Agsonibly,  and  was  again  refused.  On 
April  12,  1849,  Jeanne  Deroine  claimed  for  woman  tbe  right  of 
eligibility  by  presenting  lierself  as  a  candidate  for  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  and  she  sustained  this  right  before  tbe  preparatory  elec- 
toral reunions  of  Paris.  On  the  3d  ot  October  Jeanne  Deroine  and 
Pauline  Iloland,  delegates  from  the  fraternal  associations,  were 
elected  members  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Associative 
,  Unions.  This  Central  Committee  was  for  the  fraternal  associations 
what  the  Constituent  Assembly  was  for  the  French  Bepublio  in  1848. 

To  the  Conrention  of  tht  Womin  of  Ami rira  : 

Dkar  SlSTElts: — Your  coum^feous  declaration  of  Woman's  Rightti  has 
resounded  even  to  our  prison,  and  has  filled  our  souls  with  Inezpressi* 
ble  Joy. 

In  France  the  reaction  has  puppressed  the  cry  of  liberty  of  the  women 
of  the  future.  Deprived,  like  their  brothers,  of  the  Democracy,  of  the 
right  to  civil  and  pc>iitiual  ec^uahty,  and  iho  liscal  laws  which  trammel 

the  liberty  of  the  press,  hinder  the  propagation  of  those  etwnal  truths 
whieh  mu^t  regenerate  humanity. 

They  the  women  of  France  to  found  a  liospitable  tribunal,  which 
Bhall  receive  the  cry  of  the  oppressed  and  ^^ull'eriiiu.  and  vindicate  in  the 
name  of  humtiuity,  solidarity,  the  social  right  for  both  sexes  equally;  and 
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where  woman,  the  mother  of  humanity,  may  claim  in  the  name  of  her 

'•liiidron,  iiiutilnffMl  by  tyranny,  her  right  to  tnie  liberty,  to  tlic  complete 
development  and  free  exercise  of  all  lier  faculties,  nnd  rev.  al  that  half 
of  truth  whioh  is  in  her,  and  without  wliich  no  uocial  work  can  be  com- 
plete. 

The  darkness  of  reaction  has  obfloored  the  sun  of  1848,  which  seemed 
to  risf  so  mdiatitly.  'NVTiy  ?  IkM-nuso  tho  revohitifinary  tempest,  in  over- 
turning at  the  hame  time  the  throne  and  the  h^catfuld,  in  breaking  the 
chain  of  the  black  slave,  forgot  to  break  the  chain  of  the  most  oppressed 
of  all  of  the  pariahs  of  bamaalty. 

**There  shall  be  no  more  slaves,"  said  our  brethren.  "We  proclaim 
universal  sutfnige.  All  ^hall  have  the  right  to  elect  the  agents  who  shall 
carry  out  the  Constitution  which  t^hould  be  based  on  the  principles  of 
hberty,  equality,  and  fraternity.  Let  each  one  come  and  deposit  his 
vote}  the  barrier  of  privHege  la  overtnmed;  before  the  eleotoial  am 
there  are  no  more  oppressed,  no  more  masters  and  slaves.'' 

Woman,  in  li.stening  to  this  appeal,  rises  and  approaches  the  liberating 
am  to  exercise  her  right  of  suffrage  as  a  member  of  society.  Hut  the 
barrier  of  privilege  rises  also  before  her.  "  You  must  wait,"  they  say. 
Bat  by  this  elalm  alooe  woman  afflnna  tiie  tight,  not  yet  recognized,  of 
tbe  half  of  humanity— the  right  of  woman  to  liberty,  equality,  and  fra- 
ternity. She  obliges  man  to  verify  the  &tal  attack  whioh  he  makes  on 
the  integrity  of  bis  principles. 

Soon,  in  fact  during  the  wonderful  days  of  June,  1848,  liberty  glide» 
from  her  pedestal  in  the  flood  of  tbe  yietlma  of  the  reaotion;  based  on 
the  "  right  of  the  strongest,**  she  tells,  overtomed  in  the  name  of  "  tho 
right  of  the  strongest." 

The  Assembly  kept  silence  in  legard  to  the  right  of  one-lialf  of  human- 
ity, for  whioh  only  one  of  its  members  raised  his  voice,  but  in  vain.  No 
mention  tras  made  of  the  rif^t  of  wonmn  in  aConstltatlon  framed  in  tho 
name  of  Liberty,  Equality,  and  Fraternity. 

It  is  in  the  name  of  the.se  principles  that  woman  comes  to  claim  her 
right  to  take  part  in  the  Legislatiye  Assembly,  and  to  help  to  form  tho 
laws  wliich  must  govern  society,  of  which  she  is  a  member. 

She  eomes  to  demand  of  the  eleotcnv  the  eonsecration  of  the  principle 
of  eQoality  by  the  election  of  a  woman,  and  by  this  act  slie  obliges  man 
to  prove  that  the  fiindfUii'Tital  law  which  ho  has  fornied  in  the  sole  name 
of  liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity,  is  still  based  upon  privilege,  and  soon 
privilege  triumphs  over  this  phantom  of  aolTenial  soflrage,  whioh,  being 
hot  half  of  itseli;  sinks  on  tbe  Slst  of  May,  1860. 

But  while  those  selected  by  the  half  of  the  people — by  men  alone — evoke 
force  to  stifle  liberty,  and  forge  restrictive  laws  to  establish  order  by 
compression,  woman,  guided  by  fraternity,  foreseeing  incess^uit  strug- 
gles, and  in  tbe  hope  of  putting  an  end  to  them,  makes  an  appeal  to  the 
laborer  to  foand  liberty  and  equality  on  frateraal  solidarity.  The  par- 
ticipation of  woman  gave  to  this  work  of  enfranchisement  an  eminently 
pacific  character,  and  the  laborer  recognizes  the  right  of  woman,  his 
companion  in  labor. 

The  delegates  of  a  handred  and  fbar  assodatlons,  onited,  without  dla- 
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tinetion  of  8ox,  electod  two  wonifn,  with  soveral  of  tlieir  brethren,  to 
participate  equally  with  them  in  the  adniitiistraciou  ol  the  interests  of 
labor,  and  In  fhe  organbatfon  of  the  woric  of  #0114811(7. 

FtatornaJ  atsodations  were  formed  with  the  object  of  enfranchising  the 
laborer  froiu  the  yoke  of  spoliafre  and  pntronM^'o,  but,  isolated  in  (he 
luid.st  of  the  Old  World,  their  efforts  could  only  produce  a  feeble  ame- 
lioration for  themi^elveii. 

The  union  of  asaoeiatlons  based  on  frateraal  sottdaiitjr  had  ibr  Its  end 
the  organization  of  labor;  that  \s  to  say,  an  equal  division  of  labor,  of 
instruments*,  and  of  the  products  of  labor. 

The  lueunij  were,  the  union  of  labor,  and  of  credit  among  the  workers 
of  all  professions,  in  order  to  acquire  the  instruments  of  labor  and  the 
oeeeiaary  matetiali,  and  to  fotm  a  mntual  guarantee  for  tiie  edneatkm 
of  their  children,  and  to  provide  for  the  needa  of  tiie  old,  the  dek,  and 
the  infirm. 

In  thiB  organization  all  the  workers,  without  distinction  of  sex  or  pro- 
fession, having  an  equal  right  to  eleetfon,  and  being  eligible  for  all  fane* 
tiona,  and  all  having  equally  the  hiitiatlve  and  the  sovereign  deddon  in 
the  acts  of  common  interests,  they  laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  eodetj 
based  on  liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity. 

It  is  in  the  name  of  law  framed  by  man  only— by  those  elected  by 
privilege— that  the  Old  World,  wishing  to  stifle  in  the  germ  the  holy 
work  of  padfle  enftandiiseinent,  has  drat  up  within  the  walls  of  a  prison 
those  who  had  founded  it — those  elected  by  the  laborers. 

But  the  impulse  has  been  Riven,  a  frrand  act  has  been  accomplished. 
The  right  of  woman  Im.s  been  recognized  by  the  laborers,  and  they  have 
consecrated  that  right  by  the  election  of  those  who  had  clidmed  it  In 
#aln  for  both  sens,  before  the  deetoral  nm  and  before  the  electoral 
committees.  They  have  received  the  true  civil  bapti.mu,  wore  elected  by 
<1iG  laborers  to  aeroni[i!i'-li  the  mission  of  enfranchisement,  and  after 
having  shared  their  rights  and  their  duties,  they  share  to-day  their  cap- 
tivity. 

It  is  from  the  depths  of  their  prison  that  they  address  to  you  the  rela- 
tion of  these  facts,  which  contain  in  themselves  hi^  instruction.  It  is 
by  la>)or.  it  is  by  enterin^^  resolutely  into  the  ranks  of  the  working  peo- 
ple, that  women  will  conquer  the  civil  and  political  equality  on  which 
depends  the  hajqftlneas  of  the  world.  As  to  moral  equality,  has  she  not 
conquered  it  by  the  power  of  sentiment  ?  It  is,  therefore,  by  the  senti- 
ment of  tlic  love  of  humanity  that  the  mother  of  humanity  will  find 
power  to  accomplish  her  high  mis.'!iion.  It  is  when  she  shall  have  well 
comprehended  the  holy  law  of  solidarity — which  ia  not  an  obscure  and 
mysterious  dogma,  but  a  living  providential  Ihct— that  the  kingdom  of 
God  promised  by  Jesus,  and  -which  is  no  Other  than  the  kingdom  of 
equality  and  justice,  shall  bo  realized  on  earth. 

tSiHters  of  America!  your  socialist  sisters  of  France  are  united  with  you 
In  the  vindication  of  the  right  of  woman  to  ci^  and  political  equality. 
We  have,  moreover,  the  profound  cimvlctlon  that  only  by  the  power  of 
a.ssociation  based  on  solidarity — by  the  union  of  the  working-classes  of 
both  sexes  to  organize  labor  -can  be  ac(inired,  completely  and  pacif- 
cally,  the  civil  and  political  equality  of  woman,  and  the  social  right  for  alL 
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It  is  in  this  confidence  that,  from  the  depths  of  the  jail  which  ptill  im- 
pritions  our  bodies  without  reaching  our  heiirt?^,  wo  ory  to  you,  Faith, 
Love,  Hope,  and  a«nd  to  you  our  sisterly  salutations. 

Jbannb  Dbrodoe, 

Vabis»  Prisos  of  St.  Laoaiib,  June  IS,  18B1. 

EraeBtine  L.  Rose,  having  known  something  of  European  despot- 
ism, followed  Hr.  Ohaaning  in  a  speech  of  great  pathos  and  power. 
She  said : 

After  having  heard  tiio  letter  read  from  car  poor  ineareerated  sisters 

of  France,  well  might  we  exclaim,  Alas,  poor  Fnuice!  where  is  thy  glory  t 
Where  the  glory  of  the  Revolutiim  of  18iB,  in  which  ^lionc  forth  the  pnro 
and  magnanimous  spirit  of  an  oppret^sed  nation  struggling  for  Freedom  i 
Where  the  fruits  of  that  victory  that  gave  to  the  world  the  motto,  Lib- 
erty, Equality,  and  Fraternity"  f  A  motto  destined  to  horl  the  tyranny 
of  kings  and  priests  into  the  dust,  and  give  freedom  to  the  enslnrod  mil- 
lions of  the  enrth.  Wliero,  I  again  ask,  is  the  ronnlt  of  tliose  noble 
achievements,  when  woman,  ay,  oue-half  of  the  nation,  is  deprived  of 
her  rights!  VaM  woman  then  heen  idle  daring  the  contest  between 
"  right  and  might*'  f  Has  she  been  wanting  in  ardor  and  enthusiann  t 
Ha.«  she  not  mingled  her  blood  with  that  of  lior  husband,  son.  and  siro  f 
( >r  has  sho  btMMi  rt'croHnt  in  IiuiliiiLr  thf  motto  of  liberty  floating:  on  your 
banners  as  an  omen  ot  justice,  peace,  and  freedom  to  man,  that  at  the 
first  step  she  takes  prsotically  to  claim  the  rseognition  of  her  rights,  she 
is  rewarded  with  the  doom  of  a  martyr  f 

But  right  has  not  yet  np><erted  hor  prerogative,  for  might  rules  tlio  day; 
and  as  every  good  rau(>o  must  have  its  martyrs,  why  should  woman  not 
be  a  martyr  for  her  cause  /  But  need  we  wonder  that  France,  governed 
as  she  is  by  Roflslan  and  Austrian  despotism,  does  not  leeognlse  the 
rights  of  humanity  in  tin'  recognition  of  the  rights  of  woman,  when  even 
htTo,  in  this  far-famed  land  of  freedom,  under  a  Republic  that  lias  in- 
scribed on  its  banner  the  great  truth  that  "all  men  are  created  free  and 
equal,  and  endowed  with  inalienable  rights  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  hapirfnesii"— «  dedaration  borne,  like  the  vision  of  hope,  on 

wings  <tf  light  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  earth,  an  omen  of  freedom  to 
the  oppressed  and  down-trodden  children  of  man— when,  even  here,  in 
the  very  face  of  this  eternal  truth,  woman,  the  mockingly  so-called  "  bet- 
ter half "  of  man,  has  yet  to  plead  for  her  rights,  nay,  for  her  life.  Fbr 
what  is  lifis  without  liberty,  and  what  is  liberty  witiiout  equality  of 
rights  ?  And  as  for  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  she  is  not  allowed  to 
choose  any  hne  of  action  that  might  promote  it;  she  has  only  thankfully 
to  accept  what  man  in  his  magnanimity  decides  as  best  for  her  to  do, 
and  this  is  what  he  does  not  elioose  to  do  himself. 

Is  she  then  not  ineinded  in  that  deelaration  ?  Answer,  ye  wise  men 
of  the  nation,  and  answ<'r  truly ;  add  not  hypocrisy  to  oppn's-^ion  !  Say 
that  she  is  not  created  free  and  equal,  and  therefore  (for  the  sequence 
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follow;;  on  the  ppemise)  that  she  is  not  entitled  to  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happincj^s.  But  with  all  the  audacity  arising  from  an  afisumed 
tfuperiority,  you  dare  not  so  libel  and  insult  humanity  &»  to  tiay,  that  she 
is  not  ioeladed  in  that  declaration;  and  if  she  ia,  then  what  right  han 
iiiati,  except  tli.it  of  might,  to  deprive  woman  of  the  rij^ts  and  privi- 
lfg«.'.s  ho  claims  for  liimself?  And  w!>y,  in  the  name  of  reason  and  jus- 
tice, why  iihould  hlie  not  have  the  same  rights  ?  Because  she  is  woman? 
Humanity  recognises  no  sex;  virtue  recognizes  no  sex;  mind  recognizee 
no  sex;  life  and  death,  pleaanre  and  piUn,  hiqpphiees  and  misery,  recog- 
nize no  Hex.  Like  man,  woman  oomes  inTolontarUy  into  existence;  like 
him,  she  possesses  physical  and  mental  and  moral  pnworj>,  on  the  proper 
cultivation  of  which  depends  her  happiness;  like  liim  tehe  is  subject  to 
all  the  Ticissitadee  of  life;  like  him  she  has  to  pay  the  penalty  for  dis- 
obeying natiire*8  lawa^  and  far  greater  penalfles  has  she  to  suflRar  txcm 
ig^noiTiiicf  of  her  more  complicated  nature;  like  him  she  enjoys  or  suf- 
fers with  her  country.    Yet  she  is  not  recogni/.od  as  his  equal  I 

lu  the  laws  of  the  laud  she  has  no  rights;  in  government  alie  has  no 
Toiee.  And  in  spite  of  another  principle^  recognised  in  this  Republic, 
namely,  that  "taxation  without  representation  is  tyranny,"  she  is  taxed 
without  Ix'inLT  repro'^tMit'-d.  Her  property  may  be  consTimed  by  taxes  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  that  unholy,  unrighteous  custom  called  war,  yet 
«he  lias  no  power  to  give  her  vote  against  it.  From  the  cradle  to  the 
grave  she  is  snbject  to  the  power  and  control  of  man.  Father,  guardian, 
or  husband,  one  convsys  lier  like  some  piece  of  merchandise  over  to  the 

other. 

At  marritige  bhe  loses  her  entire  identity,  aud  her  being  is  said  to  have 
become  maged  in  her  husband.  Bias  natore  thus  merged  it  ?  Has  she 
oeased  to  exist  and  feel  pleasure  and  pain  f  When  she  violates  the  laws 

of  her  being,  does  her  husband  pay  the  penalty  ?  When  she  breaks 
the  moral  laws,  does  ho  suffer  the  punishment  ?  When  he  supplies  hxa 
wants,  is  it  enough  to  satisfy  her  nature  \  And  when  at  his  nightly 
orgies,  in  the  grog-shop  and  the  oyster^odlar,  or  at  the  gamingtable,  he 
squanders  the  means  she  helped,  by  her  oOH>peratlon  and  economy,  to 
accumulate,  and  slie  awakens  to  penurj-  and  destitntit>!i.  will  it  supply 
tlh'  wants  of  ht>r  children  to  tell  them  tliat,  owiiix  to  the  superiority  of 
iiiau  she  hud  no  redress  by  law,  aud  that  as  her  being  was  merged  iu  his, 
SO  also  ought  theirs  to  be  t  What  an  inconsistency,  that  ikom  the  mo- 
ment she  enters  that  compact,  in  tvhich  .she  assumes  the  hij^  responsi- 
bility of  wife  and  mother,  she  ceases  letfally  tt)  exist,  and  becomes  a  purely 
submissive  being.  Blind  submission  in  woman  is  considered  a  virtue, 
-while  submission  to  wrong  is  itself  wrong,  and  resistance  to  wrong  is 
virtue,  alike  in  woman  as  in  man. 

But  it  will  bo  -said  that  the  hu.sban  1  provides  for  the  wife,  or  in  Other 
words,  he  feeds,  clotlifs,  and  shelters  her!  I  wish  I  had  the  power  to 
luake  every  one  before  me  fully  realize  the  degradation  contained  iu  (hat 
idea.  Yes!  he  keeps  hor,  and  so  he  does  a  favorite  bone;  by  law  they 
are  both  considered  his  property.  Both  may,  when  the  cruelty  of  the 
owner  compels  them  to,  run  away,  bo  brought  back  by  the  strong  arm  of 
the  law,  and  according  to  a  still  extant  law  of  England,  both  may  be  led 
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by  the  halter  to  the  market-place,  and  sold.  This  is  humiliating  indeed, 
but  nevertheless  true;  hu'1  the  sooner  these  tliirifj^s  are  known  and  un- 
derstood, tht)  better  for  humanity.  It  is  no  fancy  sketch.  1  know  tliat 
some  endMiTor  to  throw  the  mMitle  of  romanoe  over  the  subject,  aad 
treat  woman  like  eome  ideal  ezittenee,  not  liable  to  the  ills  of  life.  Let 
those  deal  in  fancy,  that  have  nothing  better  to  deol  in;  we  have  to  do 
with  sober,  infl  n/nlitifs.  with  stubborn  facts. 

Again,  1  »huli  be  told  that  the  law  presumes  the  husband  to  be  kind. 
aflbe^Miate,  and  ready  to  provide  for  and  proteot  his  wife.  But  what 
right,  I  ask,  has  the  law  to  preenme  aAall  on  the  subjeetf  HPIiat  right 
has  the  law  to  intrust  the  Interest  and  happiness  of  one  beinpr  into  the 
hands  of  niiothi'i*?  And  if  the  merging  of  the  interest  of  one  being  into 
the  otlier  ia  a  necessary  consequence  ou  marriage,  why  should  woman 
always  remain  on  the  loshig  side?  Tarn  the  tables.  Let  tlie  identity 
and  interest  of  the  husband  be  merged  in  the  wife.  Think  you  she 
would  act  less  generously  toward  him,  than  he  toward  her?  Think 
you  slu'  is  not  capable  of  as  mueli  justice,  disinterested  devotion,  and 
abiding  affection,  as  ho  is?  Oh,  how  grossly  you  misunderstand  and 
wrong  her  nature!  But  we  desire  no  sooh  undue  power  over  man;  it 
would  be  as  wrong  in  her  to  exercise  it  as  it  now  is  in  him.  All  we  claim 
is  an  equal  legal  and  social  position.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  indi- 
vidual man.  be  he  good  or  bad,  but  with  the  laws  that  oppress  woman. 
We  know  that  bad  and  unjust  laws  must  in  the  nature  of  things  make 
man  so  too.  If  he  is  kind,  aCfootionate,  and  eonsistent,  it  is  because  the 
kindlier  feelings,  instilled  by  a  mother,  kept  warm  by  a  sister,  and  cher- 
ished by  a  wife,  will  not  aUow  him  to  carry  out  these  barbarous  laws 

against  woman. 

But  the  estimation  she  is  generally  iield  in,  is  as  degrading  as  it  i; 
fooUsh.  Man  forgets  that  woman  can  not  be  d^praded  without  its  re- 
aoting  on  himself.  The  impress  of  her  mind  is  stamped  on  him  by 
nature,  and  the  early  education  of  the  mother,  which  no  after-training 
can  entirely  elfaoe;  and  therefore,  the  estimation  she  is  held  in  falls 
back  with  double  force  upon  him.  Yet,  from  the  force  of  prejudice 
agnJDst  her,  he  knows  it  not.  Not  long  ago,  I  saw  an  account  of  two 
offenders,  brought  before  a  Justice  of  New  York.  One  was  cliHr^^iHl  with 
stealing  a  pair  of  boots,  for  which  offense  ho  was  scnti m  rd  to  six 
months'  imprisonment;  the  other  crime  was  assault  and  battery  upon 
his  wife:  he  was  let  off  with  a  reprimand  from  the  Judge!  With  my 
principles.  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  punishment,  and  bold,  that  to  re- 
fonn  the  erring  and  remOTe  the  causes  of  evil  \s  much  more  efficient,  as 
well  a^i  jn^t.  than  to  punish.  Hnt  the  judge  showed  us  the  comparative 
value  which  lie  set  on  tliese  two  kinds  of  property.  But  then  you  must 
remember  that  the  boots  were  taken  by  a  stranger,  while  the  wlfo  was 
Insulted  by  her  legal  ownert  Here  it  will  be  said,  that  su<A  degrading 
eases  are  but  few.  For  the  sake  of  humanity,  I  hope  they  are.  But  as 
long  as  woumn  shall  be  oppTMsed  by  unequal  laws,  so  long  will  she  be 
degraded  by  man. 

We  have  hardly  an  adequate  Idea  how  aU-poweilhl  law  is  In  forming 
frablie  opinion,  in  fgMn%  tone  and  ohaiaoter  to  the  mass  of  society.  To 
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Ulnstrate  my  point.  look  at  tliat  infamous,  detestable  law,  which  waa 
written  in  human  blood,  and  signed  and  HPaled  with  life  and  liberty, 
that  eternal  stain  on  the  statute  book  of  thiti  country,  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law.  Think  70Q  that  before  its  pMsage,  you  eoald  have  found  any  in 
fhe  liree  States— eaeept  a  few  politiolane  In  the  market— bam  enoof^ 
to  desire  sneh  a  law  I  No  I  no!  Even  those  who  took  no  interest  in 
the  slave  question,  would  have  shrunk  from  so  barbarous  a  thing.  But 
no  sooner  was  it  passed,  than  the  ignorant  mass,  the  rabble  of  the  self- 
styled  Union  Safety  Ck>mniittee,  f6and  out  that  we  were  a  law-loving, 
law-«biding  peoide!  Sach  li  the  magie  power  of  Law.  Henee  the  ne- 
oewityto  guard  against  bad  ones.  Hotu  o  also  the  reason  why  we  call 
on  the  nation  to  remove  the  legal  shackles  from  woman,  and  it  will  have 
a  beneficial  effect  on  that  still  greater  tyrant  she  has  to  contend  with, 
Public  Opinion. 

Carry  oat  the  republican  principle  of  uniTerMl  aafficage,  or  strike  it 
ih>m  your  banners  and  substitute  "  Freedom  and  Power  to  one  half  of 

society,  and  Snlnnission  and  Slavery  to  the  other.''  Give  woman  the 
elective  franchise.  Let  married  women  have  the  same  right  to  property 
thiit  their  liusbauds  have;  for  whatever  the  difference  in  their  respective 
oceapations,  the  dnties  of  the  wife  are  as  indispensable  and  far  more 
arduous  than  the  husband'^.  AVliy  then  should  the  wife,  at  the  death 
of  her  husband,  not  be  his  heir  to  the  same  ovtont  tliat  ho  is  heir  to 
her  ?  In  this  inequality  there  is  involved  another  wrong.  When  the 
wife  dies,  the  husband  is  left  in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  all  there 
is,  and  the  children  are  left  with  him;  no  change  is  made,  no  stranger  in- 
trades  on  his  home  and  his  aJBiction.  But  when  the  husband  dies,  the  wid- 
ow, at  best  receives  but  a  mere  pittance,  while  strangers  mssiuik'  authority 
denied  to  the  wife.  The  sanctuary  of  atflictiou  must  bo  det^ecrated  by 
executors;  everything  must  be  ransacked  and  assessed,  lest  she  should 
steal  sometliing  out  of  her  own  house;  and  to  cap  the  climax,  the  cUl- 
dren  mast  be  placed  under  guardians.  When  the  hnsband  dies  poor,  to 
be  sure,  no  guardian  is  recjuired,  and  tlii'  cliildren  are  left  for  tlie  ninth' r 
to  rare  and  toil  for,  a.s  be.'^t  t>he  may.  But  when  anything  is  left  for  tlieir 
maiuteuanee,  then  it  must  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  strangers  for  safe 
keepingi  The  bringing-np  and  safety  of  the  ehildren  are  left  with  the , 
mother,  and  safe  they  are  in  her  bands.  Bat  a  fSsw  hundred  or  thoosand 
doll.irs  can  not  be  intrusted  with  her  I 

But,  say  they,  "in  case  of  a  second  marriage,  the  children  mu.st  be 
protected  in  their  property."  Does  that  reason  not  hold  as  good  in  the 
case  of  the  husband  as  in  that  of  the  wife!  Oil,  not  When  As  marries 
again,  he  still  retains  his  Identity  and  power  to  act;  but  she  becomes 
mertr-'d  onee  mnro  into  a  mere  nonentity;  and  therefore  the  first  hus- 
band must  rob  her  to  prevent  the  second  from  doing  so!  Make  the  laws 
regulatiug  property  between  husband  and  wife,  equal  for  both,  and  all 
these  difHealties  would  be  removed. 

According  to  a  late  act,  the  wife  has  a  ri|^t  to  the  property  she  brings 
nt  Tnnrnagc,  or  receives  in  any  way  after  marriage.  Here  is  some  pro- 
vision for  the  ftwored  few;  but  for  the  lahoriiiir  many,  there  is  none. 
The  mass  of  the  people  commence  lile  with  no  other  capital  than  the 
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union  of  heads,  bearte.  «nd  tmnd«.  To  the  benefit  of  this  best  of  capi- 
tal, the  wife  hae  no  right.  If  they  are  unflaeeeesfol  hi  married  lifft,  who 
gttff»i8  more  the  bitter  consequences  of  poverty  than  the  wife?  But  if 
sufCfHsful.  she  can  not  call  u  dollar  her  own.  The  husband  mny  will 
awuy  every  dollar  of  the  personal  property,  and  leave  her  destitute  oud 
penniless,  and  she  has  no  redress  by  law.  And  even  where  real  estate  is 
left  she  receives  bat  a  life-Interest  in  a  third  part  of  It,  and  at  her 
dt-ath.  she  can  not  leave  it  to  any  one  belonging  to  her:  it  falls  back  even 
to  the  remotest  of  his  relatives.  This  is  law,  but  where  is  the  justice  of 
it^  Well  might  we  say  that  laws  were  made  to  prevent,  nut  to  promote, 
tlM  ends  of  justtce. 

In  ease  of  separation,  why  shoold  the  ehlldren  be  taken  from  the  pro- 
tecting ( iir  '  of  the  mother?  Who  has  a  better  right  to  them  tlmn  she? 
How  luueli  do  fathers  generally  do  toward  bringlnij  them  nji'  When 
.he  comeei  home  from  business,  and  the  child  is  in  good  humor  luid  hand- 
some trim,  he  takes  the  little  darling  on  his  knee  and  play  8  with  it. 
Bnt  when  the  wife,  with  the  care  of  the  whole  household  on  her  shoul- 
ders, with  little  or  no  help,  Is  not  able  to  put  them  in  the  be.st  order, 
liow  iimcli  doe-^  lie  do  for  them^  Oh,  nol  Fathers  like  to  ha%'e  children 
good  nuTurcd,  well-behaved,  and  comfortable,  but  how  to  put  theui  in 
that  desirable  condition  is  out  of  thuAr  philosophy.  Children  always 
depend  iftore  on  the  tender,  watehfhl  care  of  the  mother,  than  of  the 
Cftther.  Whether  from  nature,  habit,  or  both,  the  mother  is  much  more 
ciipable  of  fidmiiiisteriiig  to  their  health  and  comfort  than  the  father, 
aud  therefore  she  has  the  bust  right  to  tiium.  And  where  tliere  is  prop- 
erty, it  ought  to  be  divided  equally  between  them,  with  an  additional 
provision  from  the  fitther  toward  the  maintenanoe  and  education  of  the 
children. 

Much  is  said  alx'ut  the  burdens  and  responsibilities  of  nua-ried  men, 
Kespousibilities  indeed  there  are,  if  they  but  felt  them;  but  as  to  bur- 
dens, what  are  they?  The  sole  province  of  man  seems  to  be  centered  in 
that  one  thing,  attending  to  some  business.  I  grant  that  owing  to  the 
I)resent  unjust  and  unequal  reward  for  labor,  many  have  to  work  too 
hard  for  a  'iiibsistence ;  but  whatever  his  vocation,  he  ha.«;  to  attend  as 
much  to  it  before  as  after  marriage.  Look  at  your  bachelors,  and  see  if 
they  do  not  strive  as  much  for  wealth,  aud  attend  as  steadily  to  busi- 
ness, as  married  men.  No!  the  husband  has  little  or  no  increase  of  bur- 
den, and  every  Increase  of  coinfort  after  marriage:  while  most  of  the 
burdens,  cares,  pains,  and  penalties  of  niHrrie<l  life  tall  on  the  wife. 
How  unjust  and  cruel,  then,  to  have  all  the  laws  in  his  favor!  If  any 
difference  should  be  made  by  law  between  husband  and  wife,  reason, 
justice,  and  hnmanity,  if  their  voices  were  heard,  would  dictate  that  it 
should  be  in  herikvor. 

No!  there  is  no  rea.non  against  woman's  eh'vation,  but  there  are  deep- 
rooted,  hoary-headed  prejudices.  The  main  cause  of  them  is.  a  perni- 
cious falsehood  propagated  against  her  being,  namely,  that  she  is  inferior 
by  her  nature.  Infsrlor  In  what?  What  has  man  ever  done,  that  woman, 
under  the  same  advantages,  could  not  do?  In  morals,  bad  as  she  is,  she 
is  generally  considered  his  superior.  In  the  intellectual  sphere,  give  hm 
16 
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a  fair  ohanoe  before  you  prononnoe  a  veidict  agaiust  hen  Onltivate  the 
frontal  portion  of  her  brain  as  maeh  as  that  of  man  it  eoltiTatAd,  and 

bhe  will  stniid  his  equal  at  Itnu'^t.  Evfti  mow.  where  her  mind  has  been 
ruIltMl  our  at  all,  her  intellect  is  as  bright,  us  capacious,  and  a.«  powerful 
a«  his.  Will  you  tell  us,  that  women  have  no  Nowtons,  Shakespeares. 
and  Byrone?  Greater  natuvM  powers  than  even  those  possesfled  may 
have  been  destroyed  hi  woman  for  want  of  proper  enltare,  a  Jost  appre- 
ciation, reward  for  merit  ai<  an  incentive  to  exertion,  and  freedom  of 
action,  without  which,  mind  becomes  cramped  and  stifled,  for  it  can  not 
expand  under  bolts  and  bars;  and  yet,  amid  all  blighting,  crushing  cir- 
eumetances-~«onflned  within  the  narrowest  possible  limits,  trampled 
upon  by  prsjudiee  and  Injastlee^  from  her  edneation  and  position  forced 
to  occupy  herself  almost  exclusively  with  the  most  trivial  affairs  -in 
tipite  of  all  the.«e  difficulties,  her  intellect  is  as  prood  a.s  his.  The  few 
bright  meteors  in  man's  intellectual  horizon  could  well  be  matched  by 
woman,  were  she  allowed  to  ocenpy  the  same  elevated  portion.  There 
is  nn  need  of  naming  tbe  De  Sta^  the  Rolands,  the  Somervflles,  the 
Wollstonecrofts.  the  Sigourneys,  the  Wrights,  the  Martineans,  the  He- 
manges,  the  Fuller?*,  .lagello.s.  and  many  more  of  modern  as  well  as  ancient 
times,  to  prove  her  mental  powers,  her  patriotism,  her  self-sacrificing 
devotion  to  the  oaose  of  humanity,  and  the  eloqaenee  that  gashes  from 
her  pm,  or  from  her  tongae.  These  things  are  too  well  known  to  reqaire 
repetition.  And  do  yon  ask  for  fortitude,  energy,  and  persev)>rance? 
Then  look  at  woman  under  suffering,  reverse  of  fortune,  and  affliction, 
when  the  strength  and  power  of  man  have  sunk  to  the  lowest  ebb,  when 
his  mind  is  overwhelmed  by  the  dark  waters  of  despair.  She,  like  tbe 
tender  ivy  plant  bent  yet  unbroken  by  the  storms  of  lifo,  not  only 
upholds  her  own  hopeful  oonrnire,  but  clings  around  the  tempest-fallen 
oak.  to  spt-nk  hope  to  his  faltering  spirit,  and  shelter  him  lh>m  the 
returnhig  blast  of  the  storm. 

Ill  looking  over  the  spwclies  of  KHzalKjtli  Oakes  Smith,  Aliby 
Kelly  Foster.  Clarina  Howard  Nuhols,  Antoinette  Brown,  and 
J.uev  Stone,  and  the  welUliirested  report,-*  by  Panlina  Wright  Davis 
on  Education.  Ahbv  Price  on  Industry,  and  William  Henry  Chan- 
liing  on  the  Social  Relations,  comprising  the  whole  range  of  wom- 
an's rights  and  duties,  we  feel  that  tbe  report  of  one  of  these  meeU 
ings  83ttlo8  the  qnestion  of  woman's  capaeity  to  reason.  At  every 
aeesion  of  thia  two  days'  Convention  Brinley  Hall  was  so  crowded  at 
an  early  hour  that  hundreds  were  unable  to  g»in  admittance.  Ac- 
coniingly,  the  last  evening  it  was  proposed  to  adj  -nni  to  tlie  City 
Jlall ;  and  even  tlmt  simcious  auditorium  was  crowded  long  before 
the  h.nir  for  assembling.  It  maybe  said  with  truth,  that  in  the 
whole  hiatcny  of  the  woman  suffrage  movement  there  never  was  at 
one  time  more  able  and  clofjnent  men  and  women  oti  our  platform, 
and  represented  by  letter  there,  than  in  these  Worcester  Couven- 
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tions,  which  called  out  luiinerous  eoiupliineutarj  eoiumeiits  and  edi- 
torial notices,  uotablj  the  following : 

[^Mt  tit  Iftm  Vtrk  CHrbtiam  trnfuinr^  lUv.  Hoiiy  Bdl^wa,  D.D.,  •dilor.] 

TH£  WOUAlf  S  RIGHTS  CONVENTION  AT  WOROESTEB. 

We  have  read  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  ConTantion  with 

lively  interest  and  general  satisfaction.  We  confesp  ourselves  to  be  much 
surprised  at  tbu  prevailing  good  f*on80,  propriety,  and  moral  elevation  of 
the  meeting.  No  candid  reader  can  deny  tlie  existence  of  singular  abii* 
honest  and  pnre  alms,  eloquent  and  foroible  adTOcaoj,  and  a  star^ 
ling  power  in  the  reports  and  speeches  of  this  Convention.  For  good,  or 
for  evil,  it  seems  to  us  to  be  the  most  important  meetins?  since  that  held 
in  the  cabin  of  tho  Mayflower.  That  meeting  recogniz.ud  the  social  and 
political  equality  of  one-half  the  human  race;  this  asserts  the  social  and 
political  eqoalitf  ol  the  otiiar  half,  and  of  the  whole.  Imagine  the  difliaiv 
enoe  whidi  it  woold  hare  made  In  onr  Declaration  <tf  Indqiendenoet  to 
have  inserted  "and  women"  in  the  first  clause  of  the  self-evident  truths 
it  asserts:  "that  all  men  and  women  are  treated  equal."  This  Conven- 
tion declares  this  to  be  the  true  interpretation  of  the  Declaration,  and 
at  any  rate,  designs  to  amend  the  popular  reading  of  the  instrament  to 
this  eflbct.  Nor  is  it  a  theoretical  change  wbi^  is  aimed  tL  No  more 
practical  or  tremendous  revolution  wait  ever  sought  in  society,  than  that 
whicli  this  Woman's  Rights  Convention  inaugurates.  To  emancipate 
half  the  human  raoe  £rom  its  present  position  of  dependence  on  the 
other  half;  to  abolish  every  distinction  between  the  sexes  thai  can  be 
abolisbed,  or  which  is  maintained  by  statute  or  conventional  usage;  to 
throw  open  all  the  employments  of  society  with  equal  freedom  to  men 
and  women;  to  allow  no  differencu  whatsoever,  in  the  eye  of  tho  law,  in 
their  duties  or  their  rights,  this,  we  submit,  is  a  reform,  surpassing,  in 
pregnancy  of  purpose  and  potential  results,  any  other  now  upon  the 
platform,  if  it  do  not  outweigh  Magna  Charta  and  our  Declaration 
themselves. 

We  very  well  recollect  the  scorn  with  which  the  nnimal  procession  of 
the  first  Abolitionists  was  greeted  in  Boston,  some  thirty  years  ago.  The 
children  had  no  conception  ol  the  **  BoboUtion  Society,"  but  as  of  a  set 
of  persons  making  themselves  ridiculous  Ibr  the  amusement  of  tiie  pub> 
lie;  but  that  "  Bobolition  8o4^ety"  has  shaken  the  Union  to  its  center, 
and  filled  the  world  with  sympathy  and  concern.  Tho  Woman's  Rights 
Convention  is  in  like  manner  a  thing  for  honest  scorn  to  point  its  finger 
at;  but  a  few  years  may  prove  that  we  pointed  the  finger,  not  at  an  illu- 
minated balloon,  but  at  the  ilsing  sun. 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  acknowledging  ourselves  to  be  among  those 
who  have  regarded  this  movetnent  with  decided  distrust  and  distaste. 
If  we  have  been  more  free  than  others  to  express  this  disgust,  we  have 
perhaps  rendered  some  service,  by  representing  a  common  sentiment 
with  which  this  reform  lias  to  contend.  We  would  be  among  the  first 
to  acknowledge  that  our  objections  have  not  grown  out  of  any  deliberate 
eon^deration  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  question.   Tliey  have 
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been  founded  on  Instinetlve  avenion,  on  an  habitoal  reepeot  for  pabUe 
sentiment^  on  an  trreeiettble  feeling  of  the  ladtevooaneee  of  the  propooed 

reform  in  its  details.  Certainly  social  instinct  has  its  proper  place  in 
the  jiidjouents  we  pass  on  the  manners  of  both  sexfs.  What  is  offenHive 
to  good  taste — meaning  by  good  taste,  the  taste  of  ttie  lauiit  educated 
and  roflned  people— b«8  tbe  barden  of  proof  resting  upon  it  when  it 
daims  respect  and  attention.  Bnt  we  should  be  the  last  to  assert  that 
questions  of  right  and  rights  have  no  appeal  flrom  the  bar  of  eonven- 
tional  ta«te  to  that  of  reason. 

And  however  it  may  have  been  at  the  outset,  we  think  the  Woman  s 
Ri^ti)  question  has  now  made  good  its  title  to  be  heard  in  the  ^ui>cr^or 
eourt  The  prlnelples  inyolved  in  this  great  question  we  ean  not  now 

discuss;  but  we  have  a  few  thoughts  upon  the  attitude  of  the  reformer 
towanl  society,  which  we  would  respeotfnlly  conjinond  to  attention.  If 
the  female  sex  is  injured  in  its  present  position,  it  iii  uu  injury  growing 
out  of  universal  miiAake;  an  honest  error,  in  which  the  sexes  have  con- 
spired, without  Intentional  injustice  on  one  side,  or  feeling  of  wrong  on 
the  other.  Indeed,  we  could  not  admit  that  there  had  been  thus  far 
any  wronff  or  niistakt?  at  all,  except  in  details.  Mankind  have  hitherto 
found  the  natural  functions  of  the  two  sexes  marking  out  ditferent 
spheres  for  them.  Thus  fkr,  as  we  think,  the  obonmstances  of  the 
world  have  compelled  a  marked  ^vision  of  labor,  and  a  marked  difBsr* 
ence  of  cnltiire  and  political  position  between  the  sexes. 

Tiie  facts  of  superior  bodily  strfnirtli  <»!i  tlie  masoulijie  side,  and  of 
maternity  on  the  feminine  side,  small  as  they  are  now  made  to  appear, 
are  very  great  and  decisive  foots  in  themselves,  and  have  necessarily  gov* 
emed  the  organization  of  society.  It  is  between  the  sexes,  as  between 
the  races,  the  strongest  rules:  and  It  has  hitherto  been  -ni  i  simI  to  be 
of  service  to  the  common  inttTi-st  of  society,  tliat  this  nil.-  should  be  le- 
galized and  embodied  in  the  social  customs  of  every  community.  Ar  a 
fe«t,  woman,  by  her  bodily  weakness  and  her  maternal  offiee,  was  from 
the  first,  a  comparatively  private  and  domestic  creature;  her  education, 
from  circumstances,  was  totally  diflTerent. her  in tere:^ts  were  different,  the 
sources  of  her  happiness  diff.TCTit  from  man's,  and  as  a  fact,  all  thes»-  thingrs, 
though  with  importaqt  moditluatious,  have  continued  to  be  so  to  this  day. 
The  fbot  has  seemed  to.  the  wcwld  a  final  one.  It  has  been  thought  that 
in  her  present  position,  she  was  in  her  best  position  relative  to  man, 
which  her  nature  or  organ i»ition  admitted  of.  That  she  is  man^s  inferior 
in  respect  to  all  offices  and  duties  re<inir!nLr  L'rcat  bodily  powers,  or  great 
moral  courage,  or  great  intellectual  etfort,  lia.s  been  almost  universally 
supposed, — honestly  thought  too,  and  without  the  least  dis[>osition  to 
deny  her  equality,  on  this  account,  in  the  scale  of  humanity. 

For  in  respect  to  moral  sensibility,  affections,  manners,  tastes,  and 
the  paisivf  virtues,  woman  has  long  been  honestly  felt  to  be  the  sup*^rior 
of  man.  The  political  disfmnchisement  of  women,  and  their  seciubiju 
from  publicity,  have  grown  out  of  sincere  convictions  that  their  nature 
and  liapplness  demanded  from  man  an  exemption  from  the  cares,  and  a 
protection  from  the  perils  of  the  out-of-door  world.  Mankind,  in  both 
its  parts,  may  have  been  utterly  uiistakcn  in  this  Judgment;  but  it  has 
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been  nearly  unirersal,  and  thoroughly  8inceri), — based  thus  to,  we  think, 
upon  staring  facts  and  compulsory  circumstances. 

In  starting;  a  radical  reform  upon  this  subject,  it  is  expedient  that  it 
flhonld  be  pot»  not  on  the  basb  <rf  old  grieTanoes,  bat  upon  the  gvowid 
of  new  light,  of  recent  and  fresh  ezperienees,  of  oliange  of  cireamstances. 
It  may  be  that  tlio  relative  position  of  the  sexes  is  «o  clmnjjed  by  an  lul- 
vancing  cirilization,  that  the  time  has  eome  for  questioning  tlio  conclu- 
sion of  the  world  respecting  wconan^s  sphere.  All  surprise  at  opposition 
to  this  notion,  all  sense  of  injiuyT  sU  complaint  of  past  iujustiee.  ought 
to  cease.  Woman's  part  has  been  the  part  whieh  her  actual  state  ninJe 
necessary.  If  another  and  a  better  future  is  opening,  let  us  see  it  and 
rejoice  in  it  as  a  new  gift  of  Providence. 

And  wc  arc  not  without  suspicion  that  the  time  for  some  great  change 
has  anived.  At  any  rate,  wc  confess  our  surprise  at  ttie  weight  of  tlie  rea- 
soning brought  forward  by  the  recent  Convention,  and  shall  endeavor 
henceforth  to  koep  our  masculine  mind, — full,  doubtless,  of  conventional 
prejudices, — open  to  the  light  which  is  shed  upon  the  theme. 

Meanwhile,  we  must  beg  the  women  who  are  pressing  this  reform,  to 
consider  that  the  conservatism  of  instinct  and  taste,  though  not  inftUUble. 
If?  respectable  and  worth  attention.  The  opposition  they  will  receive  is 
fonnded  on  prejudices  that  nre  not  .selfish,  but  merely  innsculine.  It 
springs  from  no  desire  to  keep  women  down,  but  froui  a  desire  to  Iseep 
them  np;  ttom.  a  feeling,  mistaken  it  may  be,  that  their  strength,  and 
their  dignity,  and  th^  hapi^ess,  Uc  in  their  sednsion  from  the  rival- 
ries, strifes,  and  public  dnties  of  life.  The  strength  and  depth  of  the  re- 
spect and  love  for  wonmn.  ns  woman,  which  characterize  this  Hj»e,  can 
not  be  overstated.  13ut  wuniuu  iu»ists  upon  being  rospeutod,  as  a  kin- 
dred intellect,  a  firee  eoinpetltor,  and  a  political  equal.  And  we  have 
sutqpidons  that  she  may  surprise  the  conservative  world  by  making  her 
pretensions  good,  only  meanwhile  let  her  respect  tin*  atfectionate  and 
sincere  prf  judict^s,  if  they  be  prejudices,  whieh  adh'Tf  to  the  otln>r  viow,  a 
view  made  houoiable,  if  not  proved  true,  by  the  experience!*  of  all  the  ages 
of  the  past.  We  hope  to  give  the  whole  subject  more  attention  in  future. 
Indeed  it  will  force  attention.  It  may  be  the  solution  of  many  sodal 
problems,  long  waiting  an  answer.  Is  delayed  by  the  neglect  to  take 
woman's  cn.se  into  fnller  consideration.  The  success  of  the  present  re- 
form would  give  an  entirely  new  problem  to  political  and  social  philoso- 
phers! At  present  wc  endeavor  to  hold  ourselves  In  a  candid  suspense. 

Judging  Dr.  Bellows  by  the  above  editorial,  he  had  made. some 
progress  in  one  year.  A  former  article  from  his  pen  called  out  the 
following  criticism  from  Hrs.  Rose : 

After  last  year's  Woman*s  Convention,  I  saw  an  article  in  the  Chrigtian 

Inquirer,  a  Unitarian  paper,  edited  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Bellow.s,  of  New  York, 
where,  in  reply  to  a  eorrefipondent  on  the  snl))''ct  of  Woman's  Rights,  in 
which  he  strenuously  o^  posed  her  taking  part  in  anytliing  in  public,  he 
•aid:    Place  woman  unbonneted  and  unshawled  before  the  public  gaze 
and  what  becomes  of  her  modesty  and  her  virtue      In  his  benighted 
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mind,  the  modesty  and  virtue  of  woman  is  of  so  fragile  a  nntiin',  that 
wlien  it  18  in  contact  with  the  atmosphere,  it  evaporates  like  chloroform. 
But  I  reftvln  to  comment  on  Bueh  a  sentiment.  It  carries  with  it  its  own 
deep  condemnation.  When  I  read  the  article,  I  earnestly  wished  I  hod 
the  ladies  of  the  writer's  conj^regation  before  me,  to  see  whether  they 
could  realize  the  estimation  their  pastor  lu'ld  them  in.  Yet  I  hardly 
know  whicti  f^eatiment  was  strongest  in  lue,  contempt  for  such  foolish 
Ofrfnlons,  or  pity  for  a  man  that  has  so  degrading  an  opinion  of  woman — 
of  the  helng  that  gave  him  life,  that  sustained  his  helpless  infiuicy  with 
ber  ever-watchful  care,  and  laid  the  very  foundation  for  the  littlf  mind 
he  may  posisess — of  the  being  he  took  to  his  boson\  as  the  partner  of  his 
joys  and  sorrows — the  one  whom,  when  he  strove  to  win  her  affection,  he 
courted,  as  all  sneh  men  couft  woman,  like  some  divinity.  Saeb  a  man 
de«orves  our  pity;  for  I  cannot  realize  that  a  man  porpoeely and  wiilftllfy 
degrades  Ills  mother.  sist*>r.  and  daught«r.    No!  my  better  oatOM, 

my  beat  lutowledgc  and  conviction  forbid  me  to  believe  it. 

THE  UNA. 

In  Febraaiy,  1858,  Faalina  Wright  Davis  started  a  woman's  pa- 
per called  The  Una,  pabliehed  in  Providence,  Hhode  Idand,  with 
the  following  prospectus : 

Usage  makes  it  neoessaiy  to  pxesent  our  readers  with  a  prospectos  set- 
ting forth  oar  alms  and  ohjects.  Oar  plan  is  to  pablish  a  paper  moathly, 

devoted  to  the  intere.sts  of  woman.  Our  purpose  is  to  speak  clear,  earnest 
words  of  truth  and  soberness  in  a  spirit  of  kindness.  To  di.scii.ss  the 
rights,  duties,  sphere,  and  destiny  of  womau  fully  and  fearlessly.  80  far 
as  oar  voiee  sbaU  be  heard,  it  will  be  ever  on  tbe  side  of  ffreedom.  We 
shall  not  confine  ourselves  to  any  loeaiity«  sex,  sect,  class,  or  caste,  Ibr  we 
hold  to  the  solidarity  of  the  race,  and  believe  if  one  member  suffers,  all 
suffer,  and  the  highest  made  to  atone  for  the  lowest.  Our  mystical  name, 
The  Uua^  signifying  Truths  will  be  to  us  a  constant  suggestion  of  Udeiity 
to  all. 

Una  could  tjoast  for  its  correspotident.s  some  of  the  ablest 
men  and  women  in  the  nation;  such  as  William  II.  Olianning, 
Elizabeth  Peabody,  Tliomas  Wcntworth  Iliiririnson,  Kev.  A.  D. 
Mayo,  Dr.  William  Elder,  Ednah  D.  C'lieney,  Caroline  II.  Dall, 
Fanny  Feni.  Elizal)etli  Oakcs  ISmith,  Fiances  I),  (^agc,  Hannah 
Tmcy  Cutler,  Abhy  11.  Frice,  Marion  Findi,  of  Liver[>ool,  lion. 
John  Neal,  of  Portland,  Lucy  Stone,  and  Elizabeth  Cady  Stautou. 

For  some  time  Mrs.  Dall  assisted  in  the  editorial  department. 
The  Una  was  the  fint  prononnced  Woman  Suffrage  paper ;  it  lived 
three  years.  Qlancing  over  the  bound  volumes,  one  may  glean 
much  valuable  information  of  what  was  said  and  done  during  that 
period.  We  learn  that  Isdj  Gmoe  Vandeleur,  in  person,  canvaaaed 
the  deotion  of  Kilrush,  Ireland,  and  from  her  ladyship's  op«a  car* 


Digitized  by  Google 


Appeal  of  Abby  May  AloaU  and  Others. 


247 


riage,  addrebt>ed  a  large  ausemblage  of  electors  on  behalf  of  her 
bmband,  the  Conservative  eand^ate.  She  was  enthns'aetically 
greeted  by  the  populace. 

The  Maine  Age  annoances  the  dection  of  a  ICias  Bose  to  the  office 
of  Begieter  of  Deeds,  and  remarks:  ''Before  the  momliig  of  the 
twentieth  oentnry  dawns,  women  will  not  simply  iill  your  offices  of 
Hcgiiiter  of  Deeds,  but  they  will  occupy  seats  in  your  Legislative 
HallSf  on  your  judicial  benches,  and  in  the  executive  chair  of  State 
and  Xation.  We  deprecate  it,  yet  we  perceive  its  inevitability,  and 
await  the  shock  with  firmness  and  composure." 

This  same  year,  TAs  Una  narrates  the  following  ainusiii;;  incident 

that  occuri-ed  in  tlie  town  of  P  ,  New  Hampshire :  It  is  ciKstoniary 

in  the  country  towns  for  those  who  cliDose  to  do  so,  to  j)ay  tlieir 
proportion  of  the  highway  tax,  in  actual  lal)or  on  the  roads,  at  the 
rate  of  eight  cents  an  liour,  instead  of  pjiying  money.    Two  iil)le- 

bodied  and  strong-hearted  women  in  1*  ,  who  found  it  very  in- 

J.- anient  to  pay  the  ready  cash  required  of  them,  determined  to 
avaQ  themselves  of  this  onstom.  They  accordingly  presented  them- 
selves to  the  surveyor  of  the  highway  with  hoes  in  their  hands,  and 
demanded  to  be  set  to  work.  The  good  surveyor  was  sorely  puz- 
zled ;  such  a  thing  as  women  working  oat  their  taxes,  had  never 
been  hesrd  of,  and  yet  the  law  made  no  provision  against  it.  He 
consulted  his  lawyer,  who  advised  him  that  he  had  no  power  to  re- 
fuse. Accordingly  the  two  brave  women  worked,  and  worke<l  \vell, 
in  spreading  sand  and  gravel,  saved  their  pennies,  and  no  doubt 
felt  all  the  better  for  their  labor. 

In  the  April  Number,  1^53,  we  find  the  following  appeal  to  the 
citizens  of  Massacbusetta,  on  the  equal  political  rights  of  woman : 

Fellow-Citizbxs:— In  May  next  a  Conventton  will  assemble  to  revise 
the  Constitution  of  the  Common  weal  tli. 

At  such  a  time  it  is  tlie  right  and  duty  of  every  cue  to  puint  out  wiiut- 
•ver  he  deems  emmeons  and  Impeifeet  in  that  inatrament,  and  pre«e  its 
amendment  on  poblle  attention. 

We  deem  the  extension  to  woman  of  all  civil  rights,  a  nieasare  of  vital 
iriiportanco  to  the  welfare  and  progTt\';s  of  the  State.  On  every  principle 
of  natural  justice,  as  well  us  by  the  nature  of  our  institutions,  she  i»  as 
folly  entitled  as  man  to  vote,  and  to  be  eligible  to  offloe.  In  govern* 
mente  baaed  on  foree«  it  might  be  pretended  with  some  plausibility,  that 
woman  being  supposed  physically  weaker  than  man,  should  be  excluded 
from  the  State.  But  ours  Ih  a  govemnient  profeK^edly  resting  on  the 
consent  of  the  governed.  Woman  is  surely  as  competent  to  give  that 
eonsent  as  man.  Onr  Bevolntion  claimed  that  taxation  and  iepremnta» 
tloo  ahonld  be  eo-eztensive.  WUle  the  property  and  labor  of  women 
ars  sobjeet  to  taxation,  she  is  entitled  to  a  voiee  in  fixing  the  amount 
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of  taxes,  and  the  use  of  them  when  eoUeoted,  and  la  entitled  to  a  Toice 
hi  the  hi,w8  that  regulate  panlahmenta.  It  would  be  a  diigraee  to  our 

fidiools  and  oivil  inj^titutions.  for  any  one  to  argue  that  a  MaMaobusetts 
woman  who  has  enjoy. mI  tIk?  full  advantage  of  all  their  culture,  is  not  as 
couipetuut  to  form  an  opinion  on  civil  luatterH,  as  the  illiterate  foreigner 
landed  bat  a  few  yean  belbie  npon  oor  shores — onable  to  read  or  write — 
by  no  means  free  from  early  prajadlees,  and  little  aeqaainted  with  onr 
iiiHtitutions.   Tet  such  uien  are  allowed  to  vote. 

Wonmn  a.s  wife,  mother,  daughter,  and  owner  of  property,  h.'i«  im- 
portant rights  te  be  protected.  The  whole  history  of  legislation  ho  un- 
equal between  the  sexes,  shows  that  she  can  not  safely  trust  these  to 
the  other  sex.  Neither  have  her  rights  as  mother,  wifli,  dao^ter,  labor> 
er,  ever  received  fall  legislative  protection.  Besides,  our  institutions 
are  not  based  on  tin*  Idea  of  one  class  receiving  protection  from  aiiotht^r; 
but  ou  the  well-recognized  rule  that  each  class,  or  sex,  is  entitled  to 
saoh  elytl  rights,  as  will  enable  it  to  protect  itsell  The  exercise  of  ciidl 
lights  is  one  of  the  best  means  of  education.  Interest  in  great  qaeetions, 
and  tlu'  discussion  of  them  under  iiiotnonton.s  responsibility,  call  forth 
all  the  faculties  and  nerve  them  to  their  fullest  strength.  The  grant  of 
the;ie  rights  on  the  part  of  society,  would  quickly  lead  to  the  enjoyment 
by  woman,  of  a  sbaie  hi  the  higher  grades  of  professional  employment. 
Indeed,  without  these,  mere  book  study  is  often  but  a  waste  of  time. 
The  learning  for  which  no  ose  is  found  or  anticipated,  is  too  frequently 
foriTotten.  almost  as  boon  as  acquired.  The  influence  of  such  a  share, 
ou  the  moral  condition  of  society,  is  still  more  important.  Crowded 
now  Into  fbw  employments,  women  starve  each  other  by  oloee  eompeti- 
tion;  and  too  often  vico  b<wrows  overwhelming  power  of  temptation 
from  poverty.  Open  to  women  a  great  variety  of  employments,  and  her 
wages  in  each  will  rise;  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  the  more  highly 
endowed,  will  dnd  full  scope  in  honest  effort,  and  the  frightful  vice  of 
our  clUes  will  be  stopped  at  its  foontain-head.  We  hint  very  briefly  at 
these  matters.  A  dieolar  like  this  will  not  allow  room  for  more.  Some 
may  think  it  too  soon  to  expect  any  action  from  the  Convention.  Many 
fticT-*  lead  us  to  tliink  that  public  opinion  is  more  advanced  on  this  ques- 
tion than  is  gunertiUy  supposed.  Beside,  there  uiJi  be  no  time  8o  proper 
to  cell  pnldic  attention  to  a  radical  change  in  our  oivU  polity  as  now, 
when  the  whole  frameworii  of  our  government  is  to  be  sntajeoted  to  ex- 
amination and  di8cu.s.sion.  It  is  never  too  early  to  begin  the  discus-sion 
of  any  desired  cliatiLre.  To  urge  our  claim  on  the  Convention,  i.*-  to 
bring  our  question  before  the  proper  tribunal,  and  secure  at  the  same 
time  the  Immediate  attention  of  the  general  public.  Massachusetts, 
though  she  has  led  the  way  in  most  other  reforms,  has  In  this  fiillen  be« 
hind  lier  rival.s,  consenting  to  learn,  as  to  the  protection  of  the  property 
of  uuirried  women,  of  many  younger  State.s.  Let  us  redeem  for  her  the 
old  pre-eminence,  and  urge  her  to  set  a  noble  example  in  this  the  mo.st 
important  of  all  civil  reforms.  To  this  we  ask  you  to  Join  with  us*  in 
the  accompanying  petition  to  the  Gonstitutional  Convention. 

•  Abby  May  Alcott,  Abby  Kdly  Foster,  Lucy  StoDe,  Thomfui  W.  Hlj?iiii"'>n.  Ann 
Qnea  FhUUpA,  WendeU  Pbillipa,  AaaaQ.  T.  Fusons,  Theodore  Fuker,  WUUam  J.  Bow 


Thomas  Wentwor^  Higgifiwrt, 
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Iii  favo,-  of  tliis  A|)]»e:il  Lucy  Stone,  Tlieodore  Parker,  Wendell 
Pl)illijt>,  anil  i'lioiiias  Wentwortli  fl!iririn>on.  were  !iear<l. 

We  liud  in  The  Una  tlie  follouiiiii;  rt-jxirt  of  Mr.  1 1  i^ri^iiipou's 
6})eech  before  the  Coiinuittee  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  on 
the  (jualitieation  of  voters,  June  3,  1853,  the  <^ueation  being  on  the 
pijtition  of  Abbj  May  Alcott,  and  other  women  of  Massaehusetts, 
that  they  be  permitted  to  vote  on  the  amendments  that  may  be 
made  to  the  Constitation. 

MR.  HKieiNSON'S  SPKECH. 

I  need  hardly  suggest  to  the  Committee  tlie  disadvantage  under  whieh 
I  appear  before  them,  in  coming  to  gleun  after  three  of  the  most  eloquent 
voices  iu  tliis  community,  or  any  other  [Lucy  Stone,  Wendell  i^liillips, 
and  Theodore  Parker];  to  doing  this,  moreover,  without  having  beard 
all  their  arguments,  and  in  a  fragment  of  time  at  the  end  of  a  two  hours* 
sitting.  I  have  also  the  minor  <li?<ad vantage  of  gleanint?  after  myself, 
Viaving  just  ventured  to  submit  a  more  elaborate  essay  on  this  subject, 
in  a  different  form,  to  the  notice  of  the  Convention. 

I  ehall  therefore  abstain  from  all  debate  upon  the  general  qneation, 
and  oonflne  myaelf  to  the  speoiflc  point  now  before  this  Committee.  I 

shall  waive  all  inquiry  an  to  the  nf»ht  of  wonif  n  to  pquality  in  edueation, 
in  occupations,  or  in  the  ordinary  use  of  the  elective  franchise.  The 
question  before  this  Committee  is  not  whether  women  sliall  become 
legal  Toters— bat  whether  thej  shall  have  power  to  aay,  onee  for  all, 
whether  they  wish  to  become  legal  voters.  Whether,  in  one  word,  they 
desire  to  accept  this  Constitution  wliirh  the  <^onvention  is  framing. 

It  is  well  that  the  que.stion  should  i-ome  up  in  this  form,  since  the  one 
et&cient  argument  against  the  right  of  women  to  vote,  in  ordinary  crises, 
Is  the  plea  that  they  do  not  wish  to  do  it.  "  Their  whole  nature  revolts 
at  it.**  Very  well;  these  petitioners  -imply  desire  an  opportunity  for 
Massachusetts  women  to  say  whether  their  nature  does  revolt  at  it 
or  no. 

The  whole  object  of  this  Convention,  as  I  heard  stated  by  one  of  its 
firmest  advoeates,  is  simply  this:  to  nuike  the  Constitution  of  Massa- 
ehusetts  oon^tent  with  its  own  first  principles.*'  This  is  all  these  peti- 
tioners demand.  Give  tlieni  the  premises  which  are  concedt'<l  in  our 
existing  Bill  of  Rights,  or  even  its  Preamble,  and  they  ask  no  more.  1 
shall  draw  my  few  weapons  from  this  source.  I  linow  that  this  document 
is  not  binding  upon  your  Convention;  nothing  is  binding  upon  you  but 
eternal  and  absolute  justice,  and  my  predecessor  has  taken  care  of  the 
claims  of  tlinr.  liut  the  Bill  of  Rights  is  still  tlie  organic  law  of  this 
State,  and  i  can  quote  no  better  authority  for  those  principles  which  lie 
at  the  foundation  of  ail  that  we  call  republicanism. 


ditch,  Samuel  E.  Sewall,  Ellis  Gniy  Loring,  Charles  K.  Wilii[)l.',  \Vti>.  Lloyd  Garrison, 
iiarriot  K.  Utuit,  TbomM  T.  Stone,  John  W.  Browne,  Francis  Jackrtoo,  Josiah  F. 
TIsgg,  Maty  Flagg,  Eilttbeth  Smith,  EUa  Barney,  Abby  H.  Price,  WnUam  C.  Mell, 
flamiMl  May,  Jr.,  Robert  F.  tVoItoott,  Robert  Morria,  A.  Btoimod  Alcott. 
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I.  My  first  citation  will  be  froiu  the  Preaiuble,  and  will  etitablitih  aa 
UftsaaehuMtto  doetrine  fbe  principle  of  the  Dedaiation  of  In^jspend- 
enee«  that  aD  goronimeiit  oww  itn  Jart  powers  to  the  eoneent  of  the 

govemofl. 

*'The  end  of  the  institution,  maintenance,  and  administration  of  j?ov- 

erament,  is  to  secure  the  existence  of  the  body  politic  The  body 

poUtie  ia  formed  by  a  Tolantaiy  aeMelntioii  of  individnals;  it  is  a  soeial 
compact,  by  which  the  whole  people  covenants  with  eooh  citizen  and 
each  citizen  with  the  whole  people,  timt  all  shall  be  governed  by  certain 

law8  for  the  common  g^od  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people,  therefore, 

in  framing  a  constitution  of  government,  to  provide  for  an  equitable 
mode  of  making  laws,  as  well  as  few  an  impartial  iaterpretatfoa  and  a 
Ikitliftlleieeatioaof  them,"  etc.,  eto. 

Now,  women  are  "individuals";  women  are  a  part  of  "the  people"; 
women  are  "  citizens,"  for  the  Constitution  elsewhere  distinguishes  male 
citizens.  This  clause,  then,  concedes  precisely  that  which  your  petition- 
ers elaim.  Obewve  how  ezpllelt  it  is.  The  people  are  not  merely  to 
have  good  laws,  well  ndininiptered;  tmt  they  must  have  an  equitable 
ni'.d,>  of  making  those  laws.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  good  laws  are 
no  permanent  security,  unless  enacted  by  equitable  methods.  Your  laws 
may  be  the  best  ever  devised;  yet  still  they  are  only  given  as  a  tempo- 
rary IkTor,  not  held  as  a  right,  nnless  the  whole  people  are  eono^med  in 
their  enactment.  It  is  the  old  claim  of  despots — that  their  laws  are 
good.  When  they  told  Alexander  of  Rustiia  tlmt  his  personal  cliaracter 
was  as  good  as  a  constitution  for  his  people,  *'  then,"  said  he,  '  1  am  but 
a  lucky  accident."  Your  constitution  may  be  never  so  benignant  to 
woman,  bat  that  is  only  a  lucky  aeddent,  unless  yon  concede  the  claim 
of  these  women  to  have  a  share  in  creating  it.  Nothing  else  "is  an 
equitable  mode  of  making  laws."  But  it  is  too  late  to  choose  feinah? 
delegates  to  your  Convention,  and  the  only  thing  you  can  do  is  to  allow 
women  to  vote  on  the  acceptance  of  its  results.  The  claim  of  tiiese 
petitioners  may  be  nnezpected,  but  is  logically  inesistlble.  If  yon  do 
not  wish  it  to  be  renewed,  you  must  remember  either  to  alter  or  abrcH 
gate  your  Bill  of  RiehtJ*:  for  the  petition     Inisod  on  that. 

The  last  speaker  called  this  movement  a  novelty.  Not  entirely  so. 
The  novelty  is  partly  the  other  way.  In  Europe,  women  have  ^reet 
political  power;  witness  Victoria.  It  is  a  false  demoomey  which  has 
taken  it  away.  In  my  more  detiUled  argnment,  I  have  cited  many 
instances  of  these  foreign  privileiires  In  monarchical  countries  the 
dividing  lines  are  not  of  sex,  but  of  rank.  A  plebeian  woman  ha>  no 
political  power— nor  has  her  hnsband.  Rank  gives  it  to  man,  and,  also, 
in  a  dsgree,  to  wranan.  Bat  among  ns  the  only  rank  is  of  sex.  Politi- 
cally speaking,  in  Massachusetts  all  men  are  patrician,  all  women  ple- 
beian. All  men  are  equal,  in  having  direct  political  power;  and  all 
women  are  equal,  in  having  none.  And  women  lose  by  democracy  pre- 
cisely that  which  men  gain.  Therefore  I  say  this  disfranchisement  of 
woman,  as  woman*  is  a  noveliy.  It  is  a  new  aristocracy;  for,  as  I>e 
Tocqneville  says,  wherever  one  class  has  peealiar  powers,  as  such,  there 
is  aristocracy  and  oligarchy. 
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We  see  the  result  of  this  in  our  general  mode  of  speaking  of  woman. 
We  ftngst  to  speak  of  her  as  an  individual  being,  only  as  a  thing.  A 
politioal  writer  cooUf  says,  that  in  MaesachoMtts,  **  except  criminals 
and  paupers,  there  is  no  clasH  of  per«onfl  who  do  not  exercise  the  elective 
franchise."  Women  are  not  ev»in  a  "class  of  persons"."  And  j'et.  most 
readers  would  not  notice  this  extraordinary  omission,  i  talked  the 
Other  day  with  a  yonng  mdioal  preaeher  about  his  new  reli^ous  orgaui* 
aadon.  "Who  votes  nnder  it?*'  said  I.  "  Oh,"  (he  said,  triumphantly,) 
"we  go  for  progress  and  liberty;  anybody  and  everybody  votes" 
"Wliat:"  said  I,  "women?"  *'No,"  said  he.  rather  startled;  "I  did 
not  think  of  them  when  I  spoke/'  Thus  quietly  do  we  all  talk  of  "any- 
body and  everybody,"  and  omit  half  the  human  race.  Indeed,  I  read  in 
the  newspaper,  this  morning,  of  some  great  festivity,  that  all  the  world 
and  his  wife"  would  be  there  1  Women  are  not  a  part  of  the  world,  but 
only  its  "  wife."  They  are  not  even  "the  rest  of  mankind";  they  are 
womankind!  All  these  things  show  the  results  of  that  inconsistency 
with  the  iint  pcineiplee  of  our  Gonstttntion  of  whiefa  the  IHends  of  this 
Convention  jnstly  eomplain. 

II.  80  much  for  the  general  stntompnt  of  the  Massachtisetts  Bill  of 
Rights  IT)  its  Preamble.  But  one  clause  ia  even  more  explicit.  In  Seo* 
tion  9,  I  find  the  following: 

All  the  InhaMtanta  of  fUs  Conmonwealth,  having  each  quaUfieft* 
tions  as  they  shall  estshllsh  by  their  form  of  government,  have  an  equal 
right  to  elect  officers,"  etc. 

As  "  they"  shall  establish.  Who  are  theyf  Manifestly,  the  inhabitants 
as  a  whole.  No  part  can  have  power,  except  by  the  consent  of  the 
whole,  so  Ibr  aa  that  eoneent  Is  piMtleable.  Aeeordingly,  yon  aubmifc 
your  Constitution  for  ratUieatlon— to  whom!  Not  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  State,  not  even  to  a  majority  of  the  native  adult  inhabitants;  for  it 
is  estimated  that  at  any  given  moment — in  view  of  the  great  number  of 
men  emigrating  to  the  West,  to  California,  or  absent  on  long  voyages — 
the  nu^ority  of  the  population  of  Hassaohnsetti  It  female.  Ton  disfkaa- 
ehise  the  mejoriiy,  then;  the  greater  part  of  "the  Inhabitants**  have  no 
share  in  establishing  the  form  of  government,  or  assigning  the  qualiflca- 
tion.s  of  voters.  What  worse  can  you  say  of  any  olicrarchy^  True,  your 
aristocracy  is  a  large  one — almost  a  majority,  you  may  say.  But  so,  in 
several  European  nations.  Is  nobility  almost  in  a  ini^orlty,  and  yon 
almost  hire  a  noUeman  to  bladt  yonr  shoes;  they  are  as  cheap  as  gen> 
erals  and  colonels  in  New  England.  But  the  prineiple  is  the  same^ 
whether  the  privileged  minority  consists  of  one  or  oin*  million. 

It  is  said  that  a  tacit  consent  has  been  hitherto  given  by  the  absence 
of  open  protMtV  The  same  aigament  may  be  used  eoneemlng  the  blaek 
majority  in  South  Carolina.  Besides,  yonr  new  Oonstitot'on  is  not  yet 
made,  and  there  has  been  no  opportunity  to  assent  to  it.  It  will  not  be 
identical  vvitii  the  old  one;  but,  even  if  it  were,  you  propose  to  ask  a 
renewed  consent  from  men,  and  why  not  from  women  (  Is  it  because  a 
Iady*8  '*Tes**  is  always  so  fixed  a  eertainty,  that  It  never  ean  be  tmns' 
formed  to  a  '*  No,**  at  a  later  period? 

But  I  am  eompelled.  by  the  fixed  period  of  a^Jonrament  (10  to 
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cut  short  my  ai^neiit,  as  I  havie  been  already  oompelled  to  c<mdeiise 

it.  I  pray  your  consideration  for  the  points  I  havB  niged.  BelieTe  me, 
it  is  easier  to  ridicu!"-  tIh'  petition  of  these  women  tlmn  to  answer  tlic 
ariurnnients  which  sustuin  it  And,  as  the  great  republic  of  ancient  times 
did  not  blush  to  claim  that  laws  and  goverowents  were  fint  introuueed 
by  Ceres,  a  woman,  so  I  trust  that  the  zepraseDtattTes  of  this  noblest 
<ji  modern  commonwealths  may  not  be  ashamed  to  reeeive  legislative 
sagBeetions  from  eren  female  petitioners. 

On  Tuesday,  August  12,  1S53.  in  Committee  of  the  Wlmle,  t!ie 
leiM.rt  tliat  "  it  is  inexpedient  t«»  :ut  on  the  petition"  of  seve  al  par- 
ties that  woiuea  inaj  vote,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  ORKBVt  of  Brookfleld,  opposed  the  report*  eontending  that  womtfU 
being  capable  of  giving  orwithholding  their  assent  to  the  act«  of  govern- 
ment, should  upon  every  principle  of  justice  and  equality,  be  permitted 
to  participate  in  its  administration.  He  denied  tiiat  men  svt*re  of  riglit 
the  guardians  or  trustees  of  women,  since  they  had  not  been  appointed, 
but  had  usurped  that  position.  Women  had  inherent  natural  rights  as 
H  portion  of  the  people,  and  they  should  be  permitted  to  vote  in  order 
to  protect  those  inherent  rights. 

Mr.  Kkyks,  of  Abington.  paid  a  warm  tribute  to  the  virtues  and  abil- 
ities of  the  fairer  sex,  and  was  willing  to  concede  that  they  were  to  rome 
extent  oppressed  and  denied  their  rights;  but  he  did  not  believe  the 
granting  of  the  privileges  these  petitioners  elaimed  would  tend  to  ele- 
vate or  ameliorate  their  condition.  Woman  exerted  >irreat  power  by  the 
ex'ereise  of  her  feminine  pnice.H  and  virtrte^.  whieli  slie  would  lov,.  the 
moment  she  should  step  beyond  her  proper  sphere  and  mingle  in  the 
aflhirs  of  State! 

Mr.WHiTNRT,  of  Boylston,  believed  that  the  same  reasoning  that  would 

deny  the  divine  right  of  kings  to  govern  men  with<  nt  their  consent, 
would  also  deny  a  similar  right  of  in»-n  over  wonx-ii.  The  ('(iinniittee 
had  given  the  best  of  reasons  for  ^ranting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner:;, 
and  then  reported  that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw.  He  expatiated  on 
the  giievanoes  to  which  women  are  subjected,  and  eonclnded  by  moving 
as  an  amendment  to  the  report,  that  the  ]^yer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
to  be  granted. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  bad  leave  to  .^it  again.  \\  ednesday  the 
first  business  of  importance  was  the  taking  up  in  Oommittee  of  the  re* 
port  **  leave  to  withdraw,**  relative  to  living  certain  privileges  to  women. 
Question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Whit  my  to  amend  the  conclusion  of 
the  report,  by  inserting  "that  fh<'  prayer  <if  the  petitioners  be  granted." 
Debute  ensued  on  the  subject  l>etween  Messrs.  Marvin,  of  Winchendon; 
Kingman,  of  West  Bridge  water;  when  the  question  was  taken,  and  Mr. 
Whitney*s  amendment  rejeeted.  Hr.  Marvin  then  moved  to  substitute 
"inexpedient  to  act**  tor  "leave  to  withdraw":  which  wa,s  adopted. 
The  Connuittee  then  rose,  and  reeonimended  the  adoption  of  the  report 
as  ameuded,  by  a  vot«  of  108  to  44. 
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The  prejudices  of  tha  108  outweighe  1  all  the  al)le  argnments 
made  by  those  who  represented  the  petitionerfS,  and  all  the  great 
principles  of  i  notice  on  which  h  trne  republic  is  based. 

We  lind  tlie  following  conuuents  on  the  eliaracter  and  duties  of 
the  p^ntlenien  who  composed  the  Convention,  from  the  pen  of  Mr. 
iligginsou,  iu  The  Una  of  June,  1853 : 

lb  the  members  nf  the  M€us<ichuiett$  OomHktUonal  ConoenUon: 

The  pablleatlon  In  our  newspapers  of  the  Ust  of  members  of  your  hon- 
orable  body,  has  won  the  Jast  tribute  of  men  of  all  parties  to  the  happy 
refnilt  of  tho  selection.  Never,  it  is  thought,  has  Massachusetts  witnessed 
a  political  assembly  of  more  eiiiineut  or  accowplitihed  men.  And  yet 
there  are  tbo«e  to  whom  the  daring  thought  bM  oeeuned,  that  to  eonvoke 
sucb  ability  acd  learning,  only  to  deeide  wbether  our  Legislature  shall 
bi'  hv-roafter  elected  by  towns  or  districts,  is  somewhat  like  tho  eonrs»>  of 
Coluinluis  in  assemblinjf  tlio  dipnitanes  of  his  nation  to  decide  whether 
an  e^g  could  be  best  poised  upon  the  larger  or  the  smaller  eud.  A  ques- 
tion nrhieli  waa*  necessarily  settled,  after  all,  by  a  oompromlse,  as  this 
will  be. 

Tint  at  th  it  nin:n<'iit.  there  lay  within  tho  brnin  of  the  youn;?  Genoese 
11  (In-ani.  whieli  iilrln hiltIi  di-nnntu' -d  by  pndjitt's  and  derided  by  states- 
men was  yet  destined  to  add  anotlier  half  to  the  visible  earth;  so  there 
18  brooding  in  the  soul  of  this  generation,  a  vision  of  the  greatest  of  all 
political  discoveries,  which,  when  accepted,  will  double  the  intelleotual 
resources  of  society,  an  1  give  a  ii  mv  world,  not  to  Csstiie  and  Leon  only, 
but  to  Mussacl)usetts  and  the  human  race. 

And  lastly,  an  we  owe  the  labor  and  the  laurels  of  Columbus  only  to 
the  liberal  statesmanship  of  a  woman,  it  is  surely  a  noble  hope,  that  the 
Ibture  Isabellas  of  this  Nation  may  point  the  way  for  their  oppressed  sls^ 
ters  of  Kiirrtpe  to  a  suHVa-/''  truly  universal,  and  a  political  freedom 
bounded  neither  by  station  uor  by  sex. 

Elizabeth  Oakes  Smith,  writing  in  The  Una^  savs  of  this  histori- 
cal oeeasion : 

The  Massaohusetts  Convention  did  not  deign  to  notlee  the  prayer 
of  these  two  thousand  women  who  elalmed  the  privilege  of  being  heard 

by  men  who  assert  that  wo  are  represented  through  them.  They  decided 
that  "it  is  inexpedient  to  a'-r  upon  said  petition."  This  is  no  caime  for 
discouragement  to  those  who  have  the  subject  at  heart.  Two  thousand 
signers  are  quite  as  many,  if  not  more,  than  we  supposed  would  be  pro- 
cured. The  believers  in  the  rights  of  woman  to  entire  equality  with  man 
in  every  department  involving  the  question  of  human  justice  are  entirely 
in  the  minority.  The  majority  beli.-ve  that  their  wives  and  mothers  are 
household  chattels;  believe  that  they  were  expressly  created  for  no  other 
purpoese  than  those  of  maternity  in  their  highest  aspect;  in  their  next 
for  purposes  of  passion,  with  the  long  rethine  of  unhallowed  sensoallties, 
debasements,  and  pollations  which  ibilow  in  the  train  of  evil  indulgence. 
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With  others,  women  are  sewen  on  of  buttons;  d&men  of  stockings; 
makers  of  puddings;  appendages  to  wash  dajrs,  baUngs,  and  brewli^: 

echoes  and  adjectives  to  men  for  ever  and  ever.  They  are  compounds  of 
tears,  hysterics.  frettintr<  scoldiiitjs,  coiuplninings;  made  up  of  craftiness 
and  imbecilitiofi,  to  be  wliei'illed,  and  coaxed,  and  coerced  like  unman- 
ageable children.  The  idea  (\f  n  true,  noble  womanhood  is  yet  to  be  created. 
It  does  not  live  in  the  public  mind.  Now,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of 
these  two  thousand  womon,  the  Committee  reply  that  all  Just  governments 
exist  by  the  cons4»nt  of  tln'  Lrf>v>'rneil  An  oM  tniism.  We  reply,  women 
have  given  no  huch  coti.'^i  nr.  .iiul  therefore  are  not  bound  to  allegiance. 
But  our  sapient  I^ginlatoLs  .^uy,  since  there  are  two  hundred  thousand 
women  in  HassaohuHetts  twenty-one  years  of  ag«,  and  only  two  thousand 
who  sign  this  petition,  therefore  it  is  lair  to  suppose  that  the  larger  part 
of  the  women  of  the  State  have  con?*ented  to  the  present  foriii  of  govern- 
ment. r<ow,  thi.s  is  a.Hsiiredly  a  willful  and  unworthy  perversion  of  the 
truth.  These  women  are  simply  ignorant,  simply  supine.  They  have 
neither  affirmed  nor  denied.  "Hiey  have  not  thought  at  all  npon  the  snb> 
Ject.  But  there  are  two  thnuHand  women  in  Massachusetts  who  think 
and  act.  to  say  nothing  of  the  thousands  of  iritelliirent  men  tie're  who 
believe  in  the  same  doctrine.  xSow  here  is  a  little  army  in  one  State 
alone,  and  that  a  conservative  one,  while  through  the  Middle  and  West- 
em  States  are  thousands  thinking  in  the  same  direction.  Here  is  the 
leaven  tlust  must  leaven  the  whole  lump.  Here  is  the  wise  minority  which 
will  hereaftiT  bceoiue  the  ovorwhelmiiipr  majority  of  the  country.  The 
Committee  remark  on  the  fact  that  while  oU.OUO  women  have  petitioned 
for  a  law  to  repress  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor,  only  two  thousand  peti- 
tion fbx  the  right  to  vote!  While  the  multitude  eonid  readily  trace  the 
downfall  of  father,  husband,  brother,  and  son,  to  the  dram-shop,  only 
the  thinking  few  could  see  the  power  beyond  the  law  and  the  law- 
maker that  protects  the  traffic,  the  right  to  the  ballot,  with  which  to 
strike  the  most  effective  blow  in  the  right  place. 

NEW  BNGLAin)  WOHAITS  RIGHTS  CONVEimON. 

BO01OS,  Friday.  June  8,  1854. 
This  Convention  aeeembled  the  day  on  which  poor  Anthony 
Burns  was  consigned  to  hopeless  bondage;*  and  ihotigh  many 
finends  of  the  woman  movement  remained  in  the  streets  to  see  his 
sarrender,  still  at  an  early  honr  the  hall  was  literally  crowded  with 
earnest  men  and  women,  whom  a  deep  interest  in  the  canse  had 
drawn  tc^ther.  Sarah  H.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent; Lncy  Stone,  Chairman  of  the  Business  Committee,  reported 
the  resolutions,  among  which  we  find  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Common  Law,  which  governs  the  marriage  relation, 
and  blots  out  the  legal  existence  of  a  wife,  denies  her  right  to  the  product 

•  Anthony  Bums,  the  div^  was  a  Baptist  mintater  in  his  Bontliem  home,  and  had 
soncht  frastoo  In  Boston,  bat  Wis  potsMd  and  raeaptnrsd. 
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of  her  own  industry,  denies  her  equal  property  rights,  even  denies  her 
right  to  her  ohildren,  and  the  custody  of  her  own  person,  is  groi»sly  un- 
just to  womAn,  diahcmorable  to  maat^  and  deetraetlve  to  the  iMrmony 
of  Ure*8  holieet  relation. 

ResoHed,  That  the  laws  which  destroy  the  individudHty  of  woman 
after  her  marria^rc  are  equally  pernicious  to  man  aa  to  woman,  and  may 
give  to  him  in  marriage  a  slave,  or  a  tyrant,  but  never  a  wife. 

> 

"SVilliani  Llovd  Garrison,  Emma  R.  Coe,  Josephine  S.  Gritfing, 
^Vetulell  Phillips,  Dr.  ILirri.U  K.  Ilnnr,  Rev.  S.  S.  Griswold,  Sarah 
Pellet,  Abby  Kelly  Foster,  Mrs.  Morton,  and  Lucy  Stone  took  part 
in  the  debates.  Letters  were  received  from  Thotnas  W.  ni£r«rinson. 
Rev.  A.  D.  Mayo,  Paulina  Wright  Davis,  ^Irs.  NiclmN,  and  Sarah 
Crosby.  Francis  Jack.son,*  of  P)oston,  made  ii  contribution  of  ^."io. 
Committees  were  appointed  tntm  each  of  the  New  P^ngland  States 
to  circulate  petitions  for  securing  a  elmnge  in  the  laws  regulating  the 
property  of  married  womeo,  and  limiting  the  right  of  suffrage  to 
men.  All  the  Beasiona  drew  crowded  andienoes,  and  the  enthuMaam 
waa  sDstained  to  the  end.  The  sympathy  for  Bnma  intensiiied  the 
feelings  of  those  present  against  all  forms  of  oppression.  Those 
who  had  witneaaed  the  military  parade  throagh  the  streets  of  Bos- 
ton to  drive  the  slave — a  minister  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in 
bis  soutlu  rn  home — ^from  tlie  laud  of  the  Pilgrims  where  he  had 
Aonght  refuge,  were  roused  to  plead  with  new  eaniestnesa  and  power 
for  eqnal  rights  to  all  withoat  distinction  of  sex  or  color. 

WOMAITS  RIGHTS  CONVfiNnON  IN  BOSTON. 

This  Convention  was  fully  attended  through  six  sessions,  and 
gave  great  satisfaction  to  all  engaged  in  it.  After  its  dose,  its 
•oiiioerB  received  such  expressions  of  interest  from  persons  not  pre- 
viously enlisted  in  the  cause,  as  to  convince  them  that  a  lasting  im- 
pression was  made.  The  attendance  was  the  best  tiiat  Boston  could 
furnidi  in  intelligence  and  respectability,  and  to  a  greater  degree 
-than  nsnal  clerical.  Mrs.  Paulina  Wright  Davis  was  again  chosen 
President.  Business  Committee — Ur.  William  F.  ('hanning,  Caro- 
line II.  Dall,  Wendell  Phillips,  and  Caroline  M.  Severance.  Among 
the  Vice-Presidents  wo  tind  the  names  of  Harriot  K.  Hunt  and 
Thomas  Wentwoith  lligginson.  Caroline  11.  Dull.  Ellen  M.  Tarr, 
and  Paulina  Wright  I^avis  presented  carefully  prepared  digests  of 
the  laws  of  several  of  the  New  England  States.    Mrs.  Davis  said : 

*  A  ^entleinun  uf  wealth,  who  ^.ive  mo^^t  Ilberdly  to  nHonu*  Mid  III  lib  WfU  IM* 
qaeMbed  #5,000  to  the  cauM  of  womaa  suffrage. 
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In  1844  a  bill  was  introdueed  into  the  Legidatore  of  thi«  Stalo 

(Rhode  Inland)  by  Hon.  Wilkins  Updike,  £>ecuring  to  marridd  women 
their  property  "  under  certAin  regulations."  The  step  was  ft  progrefpive 
one,  and  hailed  at  that  time  as  a  bright  omen  for  the  future.  Other 
Statot  IiaTe  foUowed  the  example^  and  tiM  right  of  woman  to  Miiio  eon- 
trol  of  her  property  has  been  reeogniied.  In  1847  Vermont  pamed  rim" 
ilar  ennctincnts  ;  in  lMR-'49.  (Connecticut,  New  York,  and  Texas;  in 
lR,50-'52,  Alabftrna  and  Maine;  in  1853.  New  Hampshire,  Indiana.  Wis- 
consin, and  Iowa  foUowed.  But  the  provisions  "  under  certain  regula- 
tion«  left  matried  women  almost  as  helpless  as  befote. 

Uirs.  Daihb  further  says:  If  in  1855,  from  tile  praetleal  workings  of 
these  fjfatiitef!,  we  find  ourf^elves  compelled  to  pronounce  them  despotic 
in  spirit,  dt'fjnuiing  nii<l  tyraiinicHl  in  etfect,  we  do  not  the  less  give 
honor  to  the  man  who  was  so  fur  in  advance  of  his  age  as  to  conceive  the 
idea  of  raising  woman  a  little  in  the  scale  of  being. 

"We  have  always  claimed  tlie  lir>n<»r  for  New  York  as  being  first  in 
tir-  nijitter,  because  tiie  Property  liill  was  presented  there  in  1S86, 
and  wlion  finally  passed  in  1848,  was  far  more  liberal  than  in  any 
otlier  State  ;  and  step  by  step  her  leL'i>latitin  was  broadened,  until 
the  revolution  was  complete,  securing;  to  nLsrried  women  tlieir 
own  inhoritfince  abpohitely,  to  use,  will,  and  <lisj)ose  of  as  fhov  see 
fit:  to  do  Inisine.^'i  in  their  name,  make  coutraet;;.  i^iie,  and  he  sued. 

The  s|)eakers  on  the  fiist  day  of  this  Convention  were  Wen<lell 
Phillips,  Thomas  W.  Higginsou,  and  Lucy  Stone ;  on  the  second 
moruing,  Carolioe  H.  Dall,  Antdnette  BrowD,  and  Susan  B. 
Anthony.  The  evening  closed  with  a  lectore  from  Halpb  Waldo 
Emerson,  and  a  poem  by  Elizabeth  Oakes  Smith.  No  report  of  the 
debates  was  preserved. 

In  a  letter  to  her  family  Snsan  B.  Anthony,  under  date  of  Sept. 
27th,  says: 

I  went  into  Boston  on  Tuesday,  with  Lacy  Stone,  to  attend  the  Con* 

vt'iition.  Wo  Htt)ppod  at  Francis  Jackson^s.  wbere  wo  foand  Antoinette 
Brown  Jind  Kllen  Blnrkwpl!.  A  plea.«iant  fninpnny  in  that  most  hospita- 
ble home.  The  Convention  passed  otf  pleaisantly.  but  with  none  of  the 
enthusiasm  we  have  in  our  New  York  meetuigs.  As  thb  wa6  my  Qrst 
risit  to  Boston,  Mr.  Jackson  took  Antoinette  and  myself  round  to  see  the 
lions;  to  the  Hou?o  of  Correction,  the  Hou.«e  of  Beformation.  the  Mer- 
chant's Exchange,  the  Custom-House,  State  Hon?!p,  and  Faneuil  Hall, 
and  then  dined  with  his  daughter,  KVuxi  J.  Eddy,  in  South  Boston,  re- 
turning in  the  afternoon.  Lucy  and  Antoinette  left,  one  for  New  York 
and  the  other  for  Brookfleld.  In  the  eveninur*  Bllen  Bladcwell  and  I 
attended  a  reception  at  Mr.  Garrison *8,  \vli> n  we  met  several  of  the 
litf  rati,  and  were  most  heartily  wolcoiiiod  )•>  .Mrs.  (iarrison,  a  noVilo,  pelf- 
eac  riticing  woman,  the  loving  and  the  loved,  surrounded  with  healthy, 
happy  children  in  that  model  home.   Mr.  Garrison  was  omnipresent 
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now  talking  and  introducing  guests,  now  soothing  itome  child  to  sleep, 
Mid  mm,  wttb  his  dhMmlng  wife,  looUng  after  fbe  nfrechmeiitt.  .  Tlunre 

we  met  Mrs.  Dall,  EUnbeth  Peabody,  Mrs.  McCready,  the  Shakespearian 
reader,  Mrs.  Severance,  Dr.  Hunt,  Charles  F.  Hovey,  Francis  Jackson, 
Wendell  Phillips,  Sarah  Pugh,  of  Philadelphia,  and  others.  Having 
worshiped  these  distinguished  people  afar  off,  it  was  a  great  satisfaction 
to  086  80  many  fkoe  to  feee. 

On  Saturday  morning,  in  company  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Qarrison  and 
Sarah  Pugh,  I  visited  Mount  Anbnrn.  What  a  magnificent  resting-place 
this  is  I  We  could  not  flud  Margaret  Fuller's  monument,  which  I  regret- 
ted. I  spent  Sunday  with  Charles  Lenox  Remond ;  we  drove  to  Lynn  irtth 
matehle88  ateeda  to  hear  Theodore  Parker  pwaeh.  Whataaermon!  onr 
souls  were  filled.  We  discussed  its  excellence  at  James  Baflbm's,  where, 
with  otlu  r  friends,  we  dined.  Visited  the  steamer  Africa  next  day,  in 
which  Ellen  Blackwell  was  soon  to  sail  for  Liverpool. 

Monday  Mr.  Garrison  escorted  me  to  Charlestown :  we  stood  on  the  very 
spot  where  Warren  fell,  and  mounted  tbe  interminable  stalrease  to  the 
top  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument,  where  we  had  an  extensive  view  of  the 
harbor  and  surrounding  country.  Then  we  called  on  Tlieodore  Parker; 
found  him  up  tlu-ee  flints  of  stairs  in  his  library,  covering  that  whole  floor 
of  his  bouse;  the  room  ie  lined  all  roond  with  books  to  the  Tery  top— 
16,000  volnmoB  and  there,  at  a  large  table  in  the  eenter  of  the  apartment, 
aatthe  great  man  himself.  It  really  seemed  audacious  in  me  to  be  nsh- 
ered  into  such  a  presence,  and  on  surli  a  conmionplace  errand,  to  ask 
him  to  come  to  Rochester  to  speak  in  a  course  of  lectures  1  am  plan- 
ning. Bnt  he  reoeived  me  with  saeh  kindness  and  simplieity,  that  the 
awe  I  felt  on  entering  was  soon  dissipated.  I  tiien  ealled  on  Wendell 
Phillips,  in  hia  sanctum,  for  the  sntne  purpose.  I  have  invited  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson  by  letter,  and  all  three  have  prouilsod  to  come.  In 
tbe  evening,  with  Mr.  Jackson's  sou  James,  the  most  diffident  and* 

sensitive  man  I  ever  saw,  Miss  B  and  I  went  to  the  theater  to 

see  Dns8endoff,  the  great  tragedian,  play  Hamlet.  The  theater  ia 
new,  the  scenery  beaatiful,  and,  in  spite  of  my  Qaaker  training,  I  And 
1  enjoy  all  these  worldly  amusements  intensely. 

Returning  to  Worcester.  1  attended  the  Anti-Slavery  Bazaar.  I  sup- 
pose there  were  many  beantllhl  things  exhibited,  bat  I  was  so  absorbed 
in  tbe  eonversatlon  of  Mr.  Hlgglnson,  Samuel  May,  Jr.,  flaiah  Earle, 
Cousin  Dr.  Beth  Rogers,  Stephen  and  Abby  Foster,  that  I  really  forgot  to 
tak«'  a  survey  of  tlie  tables.  Th»'  n*'Xt  day  Diaries  F.  Hovey  drove  me 
out  to  the  home  of  the  Fosters,  where  we  had  a  pleasant  calL 

Francis  Jackson  and  Charles  F.  Hovey,  though  neither  apeakera 
nor  writers,  yet  they  furnished  the  "  sinews  of  war."  IJone  contrib- 
uted more  generously  than  they  to  all  the  refonns  of  tbdr  times. 
They  were  the  first  men  to  make  a  bequest  to  otir  movement.  To- 
them  we  are  indebted  for  the  money  that  enabled  us  to  can  v  on  the 
agitation  for  years.  Beside  giving  liberally  from  time  to  time, 
Francis  Jackson  left  i|5,000  in  the  hands  of  Wendell  Phillips,  which 
IT 
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he  managed  and  invested  so  wisely,  that  the  fund  waa  nearly  doubled. 
Charles  F.  Ho?ey  left  $50,000  to  be  used  in  anti-daTeiy,  woman 
snffrago,  and  free  religion.  With  the  exception  of  $1,000  froiu 
Lydia  Maria  Child,  we  have  yet  to  hear  of  a  woman  of  wealth  who 

has  left  anything  for  the  enfranchisement  of  her  sex.  Almost  every 
daily  paper  heralds  the  fact  of  some  large  bequest  to  eollegeSy  chnrches, 
and  charities  by  rich  women,  but  it  ia  proverbial  that  they  never  re- 
nieniltei-  the  Woman  Snfimge  movement  that  nnderlies  in  impor- 
tance all  others. 

HBAEme  BEFOBB  THB  HASBAGHUBETTS  LBOISLATURE, 

MABCH,  1887. 

Th»Bo8Um  TrwtMtrmj%\  The  BeprsMBtattvea  Hall  yesterday  after- 
noon was  comfdetely  filled,  gulleries  and  all,  to  hear  the  arguments  before 
X\\(^  Judiciary  Coiiimitteo,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lucy 
Btoiiti  und  others  for  equal  rights  for  '*  femaies*'  in  the  administration 
of  governueut,  for  the  right  of  Huifrage,  etc. 

Bev.  Jambb  FBBBXAir  Clabxb  was  the  Afst  speaker.  He  said :  Gentle- 
men, the  question  befim  yon  is,  Sliall  the  women  of  Massacbosetts  tiave 
equal  riglits  with  the  men  ?  The  fundamoiitnl  prinriplcs  of  the  Consti- 
tution Bet  forth  equal  rights  to  all.  A  large  portion  of  tho  property  of 
Mossaobusetta  is  owned  by  women,  probably  one-third  of  the  whole 
amoont,  and  yet  they  are  not  represented,  though  oompelled  to  pay 
taxes.  It  ha«  been  said  they  are  represented  by  their  husbands.  So  it 
WM"^  fjaid  that  the  American  colonies  were  represented  in  the  BrititJli  Par- 
liament, but  tlio  colonies  were  not  contented  with  such  representation; 
neither  are  women  contonted  to  be  represented  by  men.  As  long  as  we 
pat  woman's  name  on  the  taz>Iist  we  should  put  it  in  the  ballot-box. 

Wbxobll  Phillips  said :  Self-government  was  the  foundation  of  our 
institations.  July  4.  1776,  sent  the  message  round  tlie  world  that  every 
man  can  take  care  of  himself  better  than  any  one  else  can  do  it  for  him. 
If  you  tax  me,  consult  me.  If  you  hang  me,  first  try  me  by  a  jury  of  my 
own  peers.  What  I  ask  for  myself,  I  ask  for  woman-  In  the  banks  a 
woman,  as  a  stockholder,  is  allowed  to  vote.  In  the  Bank  of  England, 
in  the  East  India  Company,  in  State  Street^  her  power  is  felt,  her  voice 
controls  millions. 

Three  hundred  years  ago  it  was  said  woman  had  no  right  to  profess 
any  religion,  as  it  would  make  disoord  in  the  family  if  she  differed  Dram 
her  husband.   The  same  conservatism  warns  us  of  the  danger  of  allow* 

ing  her  any  political  opinions. 

Li'CY  Stoxk  said:  The  argument  that  the  wife,  having  the  right  of 
suffrage,  would  cause  discord  in  the  family,  is  entirely  incorrect. 
When  men  wish  to  proonre  the  vote  of  a  neighbor,  do  they  not  approach 
them  with  the  utmost  sua^'ity,  and  would  not  the  husband  who  wished 
to  influence  the  wife's  vf»te  be  far  more  gracious  than  nsnnl  ?  She  in- 
stanced the  heroic  conduct  of  Mrs.  Patton,  who  navigattjd  her  husband's 
ship  into  the  harbor  of  San  Francisco,  as  an  argument  in  lavor  of  wom> 
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•a's  ]K>wer  of  oommMid  iiad  of  goTternmenti  Tho  captain  and  mate 
lying  ill  with  a  fever,  she  had  the  absolute  control  of  both  vessel  and 
crew.  Mrs.  Stono'8  speech  waa  compiehenaiTe  and  pointed,  and  called 
forth  frequent  applause. 

Dr.  Harriot  K.  Hunt,  a  woman  of  wealth  and  position,  protested 
every  year  against  being  compelled  to  pay  taxes  while  not  recog> 
nized  in  the  government. 

DB.  HUirro  PBOTEST  OF  18SS. 

3b  Frederick  W.  Tracy,  Treasurer,  and  the  Assessors,  and  other  Au^orttUf 
qf  the  city  (\f  Boston,  awl  the  Citizens  generally : 

Harriot  K.  Hunt,  physician,  a  native  and  permanent  resiident  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  for  many  years  a  taxpayer  therein,  in  malting  payment  of 
lier  eity  taxe«  fox  ibe  eoniing  yfear.  begs  leave  to  protest  against  the  In- 
Jostiee  snd  inequality  of  levying  taxes  npon  women,  and  at  the  same 

time  refusing  them  any  voice  or  vote  in  the  imposition  and  expenditure 
of  the  »ame.  The  only  cla-sges  of  male  persons  required  to  pay  taie«, 
and  not  at  the  same  time  allowed  the  privilege  of  voting,  are  aliens  and 
minors.  The  objection  In  the  ease  of  aliens  Is  th^  supposed  want  of 
interest  in  our  institutions  and  knowledge  of  them.  The  objection  in 
the  case  of  minors,  is  the  want  of  sufficient  understanding.  These  ob- 
jections can  not  apply  to  women,  natives  of  th«  city,  all  of  whoso  prop- 
erty interests  are  here,  and  wlio  have  accumulated,  by  their  own  sagacity 
smd  indnstry,  the  very  property  on  which  they  are  taxed.  Bnt  this  is 
not  all;  the  alien,  by  going  through  the  forms  of  naturalisation,  the 
minor  on  cominp^  of  npp.  obtain  the  right  of  voting;  and  so  long  as  they 
•continue  to  pay  a  mfr**  poll-tax  of  a  dollar  and  a  half,  they  may  continue 
to  exercise  it,  though  so  ignorant  as  not  to  be  able  to  sign  their  names, 
<or  Head  the  veiy  votes  they  put  into  the  ballot-lKnes.  Evra  dninkards, 
felons,  idiots,  and  Innatics,  if  men,  may  still  ei^oy  that  rig^t  of  votingto 
Avhioh  no  woman,  however  large  the  amount  of  taxes  she  pays,  however 
ro<-[)cc'table  lier  cliaractt  r,  or  iif<eful  her  life,  can  ever  attain.  Wherein, 
your  remonstrant  would  inquire,  is  the  justice,  equality,  or  wisdom  of 
thist 

That  the  rights  and  Interssts  of  the  female  part  of  the  oommnnitj  are 

sometimes  forgotten  or  disregarded  in  consequence  of  their  deprivation 
of  political  rights,  i.s  striitingly  evinced,  as  appears  to  your  remonstrant, 
in  the  organization  and  administratiou  of  the  city  pubho  schools. 
Thongfa  there  are  open  in  this  State  and  neighboriiood,  a  great  mnltltade 
<of  eoUeiges  and  professional  schools  for  the  edneation  of  boys  and  young 
men.  yet  the  city  has  very  properly  provid»Ml  two  High-Schools  of  its 
own,  one  I^tin,  the  other  English,  in  which  the  "  male  gniduntes  "  of 
the  Grammar  Schools  may  pursue  their  eduoation  still  farther  at  the 
public  expense.  And  why  is  not  a  like  provision  made  lor  the  glrlst 
Why  is  their  edneatlon  stopped  short.  Jtut  as  they  hava  attained  the  age 
best  fitted  for  progress,  and  the  preliminary  knowledge  necessary  to 
facilitate  it,  thus  giving  the  advantage  of  superior  culture  to  sex,  not  to 
anind} 
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The  flut  that  our  eoIl«eM  and  pvofeaaioiial  Mhools  aie  elosed  against 

females,  of  which  your  remonstrant  has  had  personal  and  painful  expe- 
rience; having  been  in  the  year  1847,  after  twelve  years  of  medical  prac- 
tice io  Boston,  refused  permission  to  attend  the  lectures  of  Harvard 
Madloal  College.  That  fMt  would  aeem  to  ternidi  an  additional  tenon 
why  the  eity  should  provide,  at  its  own  ezpenie,  thote  meant  of  enperlor 
education  which,  by  supplying  our  pirls  with  occupation  and  objects  of 
interest,  would  not  only  save  them  from  lives  of  frivolity  and  emptinesfi, 
but  which  might  open  the  way  to  many  useful  and  lucrative  purt^uits, 
and  ao  raiee  them  above  that  degxading  dependenee,  00  froltftil  a  ■onroe 
of  female  mlseiy. 

Reserving  a  more  full  exposition  of  the  subject  to  future  occasions, 
your  remonstrant,  in  paying  her  tax  for  the  current  year,  begs  leave  tO 
protest  against  the  injustice  and  inequalities  above  pointed  out. 

TUa  la  reapeetfhlly  aobmitted,  Habbkit  Htmr, 

as  Green  Street,  Boston,  IDaaa. 

Harriot  K.  Hunt  ooromeneed  the  practice  of  medicine  at  the  age 
of  thirty,  ia  1885;  twelve  yeus  after,  waa  refused  admiaaion  to 
Harvard  Hedical  Leetnrea.  She  often  aaid  that  as  her  love  element 
had  all  centered  in  her  profesaion,  she  intended  to  celebrate  her 
rilver  wedding,  which  she  did,  in  the  snrnmer  of  1860.  Her  hou.<ti 
was  crowded  with  a  large  circle  of  loving  friends,  who  decorated  it 
with  flowers  and  many  bridal  offering,  thus  expressing  thdr  esteem 
and  aifection  for  the  first  woman  physician,  who  had  done  so  mneh 
to  relieve  the  sufferius^  of  women  and  children.  The  degree  of 
M.D.  was  conferreti  on  her  by  "The  Woman's  Medical  Colleije  of 
Pennsylvania,"  in  Her  bi6grapher  says  she  honored  the  title 

more  tlian  the  title  could  her. 

If  ABBIAeE  OF  LUC7  STONE  nin)BR  PROTEST. 

It  was  my  priTilege  to  celebrate  May  clay  by  officiating  at  a  wedding  in 
a  farm-house  among  the  hills  of  West  Brookfiekl.  The  brideKrooin  wtus 
a  man  of  tried  worth,  a  leader  in  the  Western  Anti-Slavery  Movemeut; 
and  the  bride  was  one  whose  Ikir  name  Is  known  thronglioat  tiie  nation ; 
one  whose  rate  iateUeetoal  qoallties  are  ezo^ed  by  the  private  beauty 
of  her  heart  and  life. 

I  never  perform  the  marriage  ceremony  without  a  renewed  penso  of 
the  iniquity  of  our  present  system  of  laws  in  respect  to  marriage;  a  sys- 
tem by  whleh  **man  and  wife  are  one,  and  that  one  is  the  hnsbaod.*' 
It  was  with  my  hearty  eonennenee,  therefore,  that  the  following  protest 
wa£  read  and  signed,  a.s  a  part  of  the  nuptial  ceremony;  and  I  send  It  to 
you,  that  others  may  be  induced  to  do  likewise. 

Rev.  THOikiAS  Wkntwokth  HioamsON. 

PROTEST. 

While  acknowledging  our  mntual  affection  by  publicly  assuming  the 
relationship  of  husband  and  wife,  yet  in  Justice  to  ourselves  and  a  great 
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pufneiple,  we  deem  It  a  duty  to  declare  that  this  act  on  our  part  impliee 
no  sanction  of,  nor  promise  of  voluntary  obedience  to  Much  of  the  pres- 
ent laws  of  marriage,  as  refuse  to  recognize  the  wife  as  an  independent, 
rational  being,  while  they  confer  upon  the  husband  an  injurious  and 
anoatoFBl  rapeiloiltj,  Inveetiog  Um  with  legal  powraa  whloh  no  liODor- 
able  man  would  ezerelse,  and  whleh  no  man  should  possess.  We  pto* 
te«t  especially  against  the  laws  which  give  to  tbe  IwalMUld: 

1.  The  custody  of  the  wife's  person. 

2.  The  exclusive  control  and  guardianship  of  their  children. 

8.  The  sole  ownership  of  her  pemmai  end  nse  of  her  leal  estate,  nnlese 
prevfously  settled  upon  her,  or  placed  In  tike  hands  of  trostese,  as  in  the 

case  of  minors,  lunatics,  and  idiots. 

4.  The  absolute  right  to  the  product  of  her  induj^tn,-. 

5.  Also  against  laws  which  give  to  the  widower  so  much  larger  and 
mote  permanent  an  interest  in  the  property  of  his  deeeased  wUis,  than 
they  give  to  the  widow  in  that  of  the  deceased  husband. 

6.  Finally.  againRt  the  whole  system  by  which  "the  legal  existence  of 
the  wife  in  suspended  during  marriage,"  so  that  in  most  Sta,te8,  she 
neither  has  a  legal  part  in  the  choice  of  her  residence,  nor  can  she  make 
n  win,  nor  sne  or  be  sued  in  her  own  name,  nor  inherit  property. 

We  beUeve  that  personal  tndependenee  and  equal  human  rights  ean 
never  be  forfeited,  except  for  crime;  that  marriage  should  bean  equal 
and  permanent  partnership,  and  1*0  recognized  by  law;  that  until  it  is  so 
recognized,  married  partners  should  provide  against  the  radical  injustice 
of  preeent  laws,  by  every  means  in  th^  power. 

We  believe  that  where  domestic  difflonlties  arise,  no  appeal  should  be 
made  to  le^al  tribunals  under  existing  laws,  but  that  all  difflcnlties 
should  be  submitted  to  the  equitable  at^uatwent  ol  arbitrators  mutually 
chosen. 

Thus  reverencing  law,  we  enter  our  protest  against  rules  and  customs 
whleh  an  unVorthy  of  the  name,  sinee  they  violate  Justiee,  tiie  essenoe 
of  law. 

(Btgned),  Hbnby  B.  Blackwbll, 

Woteuter  Spy,  18S8.  Lucy  Srom. 

To  tbe  above  The  Liherator  appended  tlie  followinrj : 

We  are  very  sorry  (as  will  be  a  host  of  others)  to  lose  Lucy  Stone,  and 
certainly  no  less  glad  to  gain  Lucy  Blaokwell.  Our  most  fervent  beue- 
dietion  upon  the  heads  of  the  partlas  thus  united 

This  was  a  timely  protest  against  tbe  whole  idea  of  the  old 
Blaekgtone  code,  which  tnade  woman  a  nonentity  in  marriage. 
Lucy  Stone  took  an  e(iually  brave  step  in  refusing  to  take  her  bus- 
band's  name,  respecting  her  own  individuality  and  tbe  name  that 
represented  it.  These  protests  have  called  down  on  Mrs.  Stone 
much  ridicule  and  persecution,  but  she  has  firmly  maintained  her 
position,  although  at  great  inconveuieuce  in  the  execution  of  legal 
documeDts,  and  saftering  the  injustice  of  iutving  her  vote  refused  as 
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Lney  Stone,  soon  after  the  bill  passed  in  Massachuaette  giving  all 

women  the  right  to  vote  on  the  school  question. 

In  1858.  Caroline  H.  Ball,  of  Boston,  gave  a  series  of  literary 
lecturet>  in  tlitfcreiit  parte  of  the  couutrj,  on  "  Woman's  Claims  to 
Education,''  be^nning  in  lier  native  city.   Her  eubjectd  were : 

Hoc.  1st. — Tlie  ideal  standard  of  education,  depressed  by  public  opin- 
ion, bat  developed  by  the  spirit  of  fhe  age ;  Egypt  and  Algian. 
Nc9, 8tA.— PnbUe  opinion,  m  It  is  InflnfltiMd  by  the  study  ot  the  Glass- 

icB  and  History,  by  general  literature,  newspapers,  and  customs. 

Not.  — Public  opinion  as  modified  by  individual  lives:  Mary  WoU- 
stoaecroft,  Anna  Jamieson,  Charlotte  Bronte,  and  Margaret  Fuller. 

In  Jane  11th,  of  this  year,  Mrs.  Dall  writes  to  the  ZtBmfor  of 
her  efforts  to  eiroiUate  the  following  petition : 

lb  tlu  BomnMe,  Uim  BmaU  and  Swm  tf  ISttpntnUatliott  ^Ute  Oommoni' 
tcealth  qf  Mastothmetts,  in  Oeneral  Court  <u9miUed  : 

WnKRRA.s,  The  women  of  Mnt^^^achusetts  MO  disfraoehised  by  its  Btate 
Constitution  solely  on  ftceount  of  sex. 

We  do  respectfully  demand  the  right  of  suffrage,  which  involves  all 
other  rights  of  oltlaenship,  and  one  tiiat  ean  not  Jnrtly  be  witlihsM,  as  tb» 
following  admitted  principles  of  government  show:  * 

1st,  "All  men  are  born  free  and  equal." 

2d.  "  Govemmentti  derive  their  Jost  powers  from  the  consent  of  the 
governed." 

3d.  "Taxation  and  representation  are  inseparable."  We,  the  nader- 

signed,  tht^r*  r  !•>  petition  your  Honorable  Body  to  take  the  necessary 
St  e  ps  t  (  >  revise  the  Constitution  so  that  all  oitisens  may  enjoy  equal  politi- 
cal rights. 

NEW  ENGLAND  CONVENTIOli. 

May  27th,  1850,  an  entlmsiastic  Convention  was  held  in  Mercan* 
tile  Hall.  Long  before  the  hour  announced  the  aisles,  ante-rooms^ 
and  lol»1)ies  were  crowded.  At  three  o'clock  Mrs.  Caroline  H.  Dall 
c.illed  the  meeting  to  order.  Mn?.  Caroline  Severance  waft 
eho^eu  IVesident.    Un  taking  the  chair,  she  .said: 

This  movement  enrolls  itf»elf  ntnoiiK  the  efforts  of  the  age,  and  tlie 
anniversaries  of  the  week  as  the  most  radical,  and  yet  in  the  best  sense 
the  most  eonservative  of  them  alL  It  bears  tlie  same  relation,  to  all  the 
ebarities  of  the  day,  whieh  striTe  nobly  to  serve  woman,  that  the  Aoti- 

Slavery  movement  bears  to  nil  Fuperficial  palliations  of  slavery.  Like 
that,  it  goes  beneath  effects,  and  seeks  to  remove  causep.  After  showing? 
in  a  very  lucid  manner  the  difference  in  the  fauiiiy  institution,  when  tlte 
mother  is  ignorant  and  enslaved,  and  when  an  edneated,  harmonioosly 
developed  equal,  she  closed  by  saying:  It  will  be  seen  then,  that  instead 
of  confounding  the  philosophy  of  the  new  movement  with  theories  that 
claim  unlimited  indulgence  for  appetite  or  passion,  the  worid  should  reo- 
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ognise  in  ibis  tbe  only  radical  enre.  *  .  .  *  No  statement  ooold  better  de- 
fine this  moTement  than  Tennjrson's  beantiftil  stansss: 

The  womui's  caaso  ts  matCi;  ihcy  nlnk  or  ri*e 

TofttUiw,  dwarfed  or  godlikCt  bond  or  free, 

If  flM  IM  mall,  tlfirht-iuitand,  mtMnUe. 

How  ahal)  maD  grow  ? 

The  wonum  Is  not  undeveloped  man, 

Bat  diverse. 

Tet  in  tbe  long  yeart,  Wur  moat  tbey  grow ; 
The  man  be  mww  of  woman,  aha  of  man : 

He  gain  in  aweetneas  and  in  morul  height — 
8k$  mental  breadth,  nor  fail  in  childward  can^ 
Nor  loae  the  childlike  in  tbe  larger  mind. 

And  so  tbeaa  twain,  upon  tbe  akirta  of  Time 

Side  by  aide,  fttll-snmmed  tn  all  powan^ 
Bclf-reverent  each,  and  reverenolllg  ensh ; 
Distinct  In  indivldoslltlQs, 
Bat  like  oadi  other,  ss  are  those  who  love. 

Then  come*  tbe  statelier  £den  back  to  maa; 

Than  ntgn  the  irmU*s  great  bridals,  dnrte  sad  calm ; 

Thea  springs  tbe  erowBlng  race  of  hmnaokiad. 

And  we  who  are  privileged  with  tbe  poet  to  foresee  tl^is  better  £den ; 
ire  ulio  hawe 

Tbe  Fatare  grand  and  great,— > 
The  aafe  appeal  of  Troth  to  Tfana,— 

adopting  tile  vtetorlons  eiy  of  the  Cnieaden,  "God  wills  it!"  may 

listen  to  hear  above  the  present  din  and  discord,  the  stem  iiiandate 
of  His  laws,  bidding  tbe  world  Onward!  onward!" and  cateh  the  rhyth- 
uiioal  reply  of  all  its  movements,  "  We  advance." 

Mrs.  Sevennoe  tiien  read  an  appropriate  poem  from  the  pen  of 
lire.  Sarah  Xowell,  in  which  die  eologuses  Florence  Nightingale, 
Boea  I^onheuri  Harriet  Hosmer,  and  asaerts  the  equality  of  man  and 
woTuan  in  the  creation. 

Dr.  Harriot  K.  Hunt  made  some  pointed  remarks  on  the  ecluca- 
fion  of  woman. 

The  Bev.  James  Freeman  Clarice  was  then  introduced.   lie  ^id  : 

I  nndenitand  the  cause  adToeated  on  this  platfonn  to  be  an  unpopu- 
lar one.  It  ie  a  fecblf  rnnso,  a  mi^tinderstood  cause,  a  n)fsrppr<'«ii>nt*'d 
cause.  Hence,  it  seems  to  luo,  if  any  one  is  asked  to  say  anything  in 
behalf  of  it,  and  if  bo  really  believes  it  is  a  good  oanse,  he  should  speak  ; 
and  BO  I  have  eome. 

Certainly  any  Interest  wUsb  eoncems  one-half  the  human  race  is  an 
iini)ortaiit  one.  Every  mnn,  no  matter  how  Htem,  hard,  and  unrelent- 
ing be  may  iiave  become  in  the  bitter  strife  and  struggle  of  tlie  world, 
every  man  was  onee  a  little  infemt,  cradled  on  a  mother's  knee,  and  tak« 
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inff  hi-^  lifo  from  the  aweot  fountains  of  her  love.  Ho  was  a  little  child, 
watched  by  her  tender,  careful  eye,  and  so  secured  from  ill.  He  wjis  a 
little,  inquiring  boy,  with  a  boandless  appetite  for  information,  wliich 
<ml7  his  mottior  ooald  give.  At  her  kn«e  he  Ibmid  his  primarjr  sohool: 
it  18  where  we  have  all  fouud  it.  He  had  bis  sisters — the  companions 
of  his  childhood:  ho  had  the  little  ^Lrls,  who  were  to  him  the  idoalt*  of 
frtme  wonderful  goodness  and  excellenoe,  some  strange  grace  and  beauty, 
th  togh  he  ooald  not  tell  whftt  it  wm.  With  these  antecedents  no  man 
cn  the  Usee  of  the  toimd  world  eea  lefkise  to  hear  woman,  when  she 
cornea  eariu'stly.  but  quietly  saying,  '*  We  are  not  where  we  ought  to  be;** 

We  do  not  have  what  we  ought  to  have."  I  think  their  demands  are 
reasonable,  all  of  them.  What  are  they?  Ocoapation,  education,  and 
the  highest  sphere  of  w««Ie  of  which  thejr  are  eapable.  These  I  onder^ 
stand  to  be  the  tiiree  demands. 

1st.  Occupation.  When  your  child  steals  on  a  busy  hour  and  adu  tor 
"  something  to  do,"  you  feel  ashamed  that  you  have  nothing  for  him — 
that  you  can  not  give  him  the  natural  occupation  which  shall  develop 
alt  the  HumUies  of  mind  and  body.  Is  It  not  a  reasonable  request  wfaidi 
women  make*  when  they  ask  for  something  to  dot  Thef  want  to  be 
useful  in  the  world.  They  ank  permission  to  Happ>ort  themselves  and 
those  wlio  ftro  dear  to  them.  What  can  they  do  now!  They  can  go  into 
factories,  a  few  of  them;  a  few  more  can  be  servants  in  your  homes; 
they  ean  eook  your  dinner  If  thej  haTO  been  tanght  how.  If  Hbaif  are 
women  of  genius,  they  ean  take  the  pen  and  write;  but  how  isw  are 

there  in  this  world,  either  men  or  tpomen  of  genius.  If  they  have  extra- 
ordinary bu-sines."!  talent,  they  can  keep  a  boarding- liouse.  If  they  have 
some  education  they  can  keep  school.  After  this,  there  is  the  point  of 
the  needle  npon  whieh  they  may  be  precipitated— «nd  nothing  else. 

We  see  the  gloom  that  must  fall  on  them,  on  their  children,  and  on  all 
they  love,  when  the  male  protector  is  taken  away.  Tlii.<^  demand  for  more 
varied  occupation  is  not  a  new  one.  Many  years  ago,  one  of  the  wisest 
and  truest  men  of  this  country,  a  philanthropist  and  reformer — Matthew 
Carey,  of  Philadelphiar-labored  to  impress  npon  the  people  the  fliet, 
that  wliat  was  wanted  for  the  elevation  of  woman  was  to  open  to  her 
new  avenues  of  business.  A  very  sad  book  was  written  a  few  months 
ago,  "Dr.  Sanger's  work  on  Prostitution."  It  is  a  very  dreadful  book ; 
not  calculated,  I  think,  to  excite  any  prurient  feeling  in  any  one.  In 
that  book  he  says; 

First,  that  the  majority  of  the  prostitutes  of  this  coimtry  are  mere 
children,  between  the  ages  of  flfteon  nnd  twenty.  That  the  lives  of 
these  poor,  wretched,  degraded  creatures,  last  on  an  average  about 
foor  yean.  Now,  when  we  hear  of  slaves  need  up  in  six  years  on  a 
sugar  plantation,  we  think  It  horrible;  bat  here  are  these  poor  girls 
killed  in  a  more  dreadftil  way,  in  a  shorter  time.  And  he  adda 
that  the  principal  cause  of  their  prostitution  is  that  they  have  no 
occupation  by  which  they  can  support  themselves.  Without  support, 
without  resonrees,  they  struggle  for  a  while  and  then  aie  thrown  under 
the  feet  of  the  tramx^ing  elty.  €HTe  them  oeeupation  and  tiiey  will  take 
eare  of  themselyes:  they  wUl  rise  oat  oi  the  mire  of  pollatton,  oat  of 
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this  filth;  for  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  wouiau  to  remain  there.  Give 
tiiem  at  leMt  a  ehanee;  open  wide  every  door;  and  whenever  they  are 
able  to  get  a  living  by  their  head  or  their  bande  In  an  honest  way,  let 
them  do  it.  ThU  ia  the  first  olaim;  aiid  It  eeenu  to  me  that  no  one  ean 

reasonably  object  to  it. 

2d.  Education.  I'ou  say  that  pubiic  schools  are  open  to  girls  as  well 
as  boya.  Iknow  that,  bnt  what  Is  It  that  edneateat  The  oehool  has  bat 
little  to  do  with  it.  When  the  boy  goes  there  you  say,  "  Qo  there,  work 

with  a  will,  and  fit  yourself  for  an  ooonpation  whereby  you  may  earn 
your  bread."  But  you  hhv  to  the  girls,  Go  to  school,  get  your  education, 
and  then  oome  home,  sit  still,  and  do  nothing.  '  We  must  give  them 
every  ehanee  to  lit  themaelvee  for  new  spheres  of  daty.  If  a  woman 
wants  to  study  medicine,  let  her  study  it;  if  she  wants  to  study  divinity, 
let  her  study  it;  if  she  wants  to  study  anything,  let  her  have  the  oppor- 
tunity. If  she  finds  facnltie.s  within  her,  lot  them  have  a  chance  to  ex- 
pand.   That  is  the  second  demand— the  whole  of  it. 

And  the  third  elaim  is  finr  a  Sphere  of  Inflacnee.  "  That  is  not  it,*' 
do  yon  s^f  "  You  want  to  take  woman  out  of  lier  sphere."  Not  at  all, 
we  wish  to  give  her  a  spliere,  not  to  take  lier  from  any  place  she  likes  to 
fill;  to  givp  her  a  chance  to  exorci.Ho  those  wonderful,  tliof^o  divine  facul- 
ties that  (iod  lias  wrapped  In  the  feminine  mind,  in  the  woman's  heart. 

As  rsgwds  voting,  why  ataonld  not  women  go  to  the  poUsff  Ton  think 
It  a  very  strange  desire,  I  know;  but  we  have  thought  many  things 
j<trnnger  which  yeem  quite  natural  now.  One  need  not  live  long  to  find 
«tmnge  things  grow  common.  Why  not  vot«,  then?  Is  it  because  they 
have  not  as  much  power  to  understand  what  is  true  and  right  as  man  I 
It  you  go  to  the  p<^  and  eee  the  style  d  men  who  meet  there  voting, 
can  you  come  away,  and  tell  us  that  the  women  you  meet  are  not  as  able 
to  decide  what  is  right  as  those  men  ?  '*  Ah,  it  will  brush  off  every  femi- 
nine gnico,  if  woman  goes  to  the  polls."  Why?  "Because  she  must 
meet  rude  men  there."  Very  well,  so  she  must  meet  them  in  the  street, 
and  they  do  not  hart  her;  nor  will  I  believe  that  there  is  not  safllcient 
inventive  power  in  the  Yankee  Intelleet  to  overcome  this  difficulty.  I 
can  conceive  of  a  broader  and  more  generous  activity  in  politics.  I  can 
see  her  drawing?  out  all  the  harshnes.s  and  bitterness  when  she  goes  to 
the  polls.  These  three  points  are  ail  1  intended  to  touch;  and  I  will  give 
way  to  those  who  are  to  follow. 

Mrs.  C  AROLiNB  H. Daui  was  then  introdneed.  She  sidd :  I  have  obearved 
that  all  public  orators  labor  under  some  embarrtLssment  when  they  rise 
to  Hpeak.  Not  to  bo  beliind  the  dignity  of  my  position,  I  labor  under  a 
double  embarrassment. 

The  first  Is  the  **  embarras  des  rishesses.*'  There  are  so  many  topics 
to  touch,  so  many  facts  to  relate,  that  It  is  impossible  to  cover  them  in 
one  half  hour,  and  the  second — perhaps  you  will  think  that  an  embarrass- 
ment of  riches  also;  for  it  in  an  embarrti.ssment  of  Clarke  and  Phillips. 
The  orator  needs  no  common  courage  who  follows  the  one  and  precedes 
the  other.  It  is  my  daty  to  spsak  of  the  progress  of  the  eanse;  it  is  im- 
possible to  keep  pace  with  it.  Tou  may  work  day  and  night,  bat  this 
thooght  of  Qod  outstrips  yoo,  working  hourly  through  the  life  of  man. 
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Tet  W6  most  often  feel  disoonraged.  Our  war  Is  not  wtthout;  our  wnk 
follows  OS  into  the  heart  of  tlie  fsmily.  We  rnnst  soetidn  oanolves  in 

that  dear  circle  against  onr  nearest  friends;  against  the all'penmding 
law,  "  Thus  far  shalt  thou  come,  and  no  farther." 

What  have  we  gained  since  18552  Many  things,  so  important,  that 
tbej  oan  not  be  voiihllj  treated  here.  I  hAve  often  mentioiied  in  my 
leetoies,  that  in  hie  iint  lepott  to  tiie  Franeh  Qovetimimit.  Neeker  gave 
the  credit  of  his  retrenchments  to  his  thrifty,  order-loving  wife.  Until 
this  year,  that  acknowledgment  stood  alone  in  history.  But  now  John 
Stuart  Mill,  the  great  philosopher  and  political  ecouooust  of  England, 
dedicatee  hie  **  Siway  on  Uberty  "  to  the  memory  of  his  beloved  wife,  who 
has  been  the  ffuplraMMi  ^  oB,  ofMl  tAe  miMor  4)f  rniuh  that  was  best  in 
his  writinffH  for  many  years  pa^t  f^till  farther,  in  a  pamphlet  on  **Bn- 
glish  Political  Reform,"  treating  of  the  extension  of  the  suffrage,  he  has 
gone  so  far  as  to  recommend  that  all  householders,  withoa^  distinction 
of  eez,  be  adopted  into  tiie  eonstltaency,  upon  proving  to  the  ngietiar*e 
oAoer  fliat  they  hare  a  eertain  ineomo— eay  ftttj  poonde— and  that  they 
can  read,  write,  and  calculate." 

A  ^'reat  step  was  taken  also  in  the  establishment  of  the  Institution  for 
the  Advancement  of  Social  Science.  The  sexes  are  equal  before  it.  It 
hae  fliTe  departments.  1.  Jniiepradenee,  or  Law  Beftmn;  Sl  Bdneation; 
8.  Punishment  and  Reformation;  4.  Public  Health;  5.  Soeial  Seonomy. 

The  first  meeting  at  Liverpool  considered  the  woman's  question;  and, 
while  it  was  debated,  Mary  Carpenter  sat  upon  the  platform,  or  lifted  her 
voice  side  by  side  witli  Brougham,  Lord  John  Russell^  and  Stanley.  At 
the  eeeond  meeting  (last  October),  Locd  Jolm  Boseell  was  in  the  ehafar. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  preelded  over  Law  Reform;  the  Right 
Hon.  W.  F,  Cooper,  over  the  department  of  Education;  the  Earl  of  Car- 
lyle — personally  known  to  many  on  this  platform — over  that  which  con- 
cerns the  Reformation  of  Criminals;  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  over  Public 
Health;  and  ConoUy  and  Clmriee  Kingsley  and  Tom  Taylor  and  Bawlin- 
Bon  bore  witaeM  (ride  by  ride  with  Floienee  ITii^itingale.  GHr  James 
Stephen  presided  over  Boelal  Beonomy.  lea  Craig,  the  Boma  poetess,  le 
one  of  its  Secretaries. 

Ten  communications  were  read  at  this  session  by  women;  among  them, 
Florence  Nightingale,  Mary  Carpenter,  Isa  Craig,  Loalsa  Twining,  and 
Ure.  FIson.  Four  were  on  Popnlar  Bdaeatlon,  two  npon  Punishment  and 
Reformation,  three  on  the  Public  Health  in  the  Army  and  elsewhere,  one 
upon  Social  Economy.  Still  another  proof  of  progress  may  be  seen  in  the 
examination  of  Florence  ^Nightingale  by  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

[In  the  eetabhahment  of  The  Englishwomaiaft  Jvwnal  with  an  honorap 
ble  eorpe  of  writers,  in  the  passage  of  Hm  new  DiTCwee  BUI,  of  the  Her* 
ried  Woman's  Property  Bill  in  Canada,  the  cause  had  gained  much ;  on 
eneh  of  which  Mrs.  Ball  spoke  at  some  length,  especially  tliis  Property 
Bill,  which  some  foolish  member  had  shorn  of  its  most  precious  clause — 
that  which  seenred  her  eemings  to  the  working- woman,  lest,  by  tempt- 
ing her  to  labor,  it  should  create  a  divided  interest  in  the  fiunily]. 

Bo  you  a<k  me  why  I  have  dwelt  on  this  Institution  for  Social  Science, 
eatalc^going  the  noble  names  that  do  it  honor!  To  strengthen  the  tim* 
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orons  hearts  at  the  Wont  End;  to  .^nggest  to  them  that  a  coronet  of 
(iod's  own  giving  may  possibly  rest  as  secure  as  one  of  gold  and  jewels 
In  the  United  Kingdom.  I  wtsh  to  draw  joav  attention  to  the  eoeUd  dla- 
tinetion  of  the  men  upon  tiiat  platform.  Ko  leal  noblenees  will  be  im- 
periled by  impartial  listening  to  our  ploft.  Would  yon  rest  secure  in  oar 
respect,  flr.>t  ft»el  secure  in  your  own.  If  ton  Beacon  Street  ladles  would 
go  to  work,  and  take  pay  for  their  labor,  it  would  do  more  good  than  all 
the  speeches  that  were  ever  made,  aU  tha  oonventione  that  were  ever 
held.  I  honor  women  whoaet.  Tliat  ti  the  reaaon  feat  I  great  ao  gladly 
girl»  like  Harriet  Hosmer,  Louisa  Lander,  and  Margur^it^  Foley.  What- 
ever tliey  do,  or  do  not  do,  for  Art,  they  do  a  f^rvnt  deal  for  the  canse  of 
Labor.  I  do  not  believe  any  one  in  this  room  has  any  idea  of  the  avenues 
that  are  open  to  women  already.  Let  me  read  yon  some  of  the  neults 
of  the  last  eensAs  of  the  United  KinfrdooL  Talk  oi  women  not  being 
able  to  work!  Women  have  been  doing  hard  work  ever  since  the 
world  began.  Ton  will  see  by  this  tliat  they  are  doing  as  mueh  as  men 
now.  [Applause]. 

In  1841,  there  were  engaged  in  agrionltare,  M,889  women*  In  1691. 
188,418;  nearly  doable  the  nnmber.  Of  these,  there  ave  64,000  dairy- 
women;  women  who  lift  enormous  tubs,  turn  heavy  cheeses,  slap  butter 
by  the  hundred  weight.  Then  come  market-gardener.-i,  bee-mistresses, 
tiuriiits.  flax  producers  and  beaters,  haymakers,  reapers,  and  hop-pickers. 

In  natoial  eonneotion  with  the  aoll,  we  find  aeven  thooaand  women  in 
the  mining  interest;  not  hanieaaed  on  aU-lbnza  to  ereep  ftumigh  the 
shafts,  but  dressers  of  ore,  and  washers  and  strainers  of  clay  for  the  pot- 
teries. Next  largest  to  the  agricultural  is  one  not  to  be  exactly  calculated 
—the  fishing  interest  The  Pilchard  fishery  employs  some  thousands  of 
women.  The  Jersey  oyster  flahery  alone  employs  one  thooaand.  Then 
follow  the  h«rring,  ood,  whole,  and  lobater  fisheries. 

Apart  from  the  Christie  John.^tones— the  aristocrats  of  the  trade— the 
sea  nnrture.s  an  heroic  class  like  Grace  Darling,  who  stand  aghast  when 
society  rewards  a  deed  of  humanity,  and  cry  out  in  expostulation,  "  Why, 
STery  girl  on  the  eoast  wonid  hare  done  aa  I  did  I  **  Then  fbllow  the  Icelp- 
bnraera,  nettera,  and  bathers.  The  nettera  make  the  flsh«naan's  nets; 
the  bathers  manage  the  machinoR  at  the  watering-places.  * 

And.  before  quitting  this  subject,  I  should  like  to  allude  to  the  French 
flshwomen ;  partly  as  a  matter  of  curiosity,  partly  to  prove  that  women 
know  how  to  labor.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  lY.,  there  existed  in  Paris  a 
privileged  monopoly  called  the  United  Corporation  of  Fishmongers  and 
Herringer*?.  In  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  th'jf  cnrporation  had  managed  so 
badly  as  to  become  insolvent.  The  women  who  had  hawked  and  vended 
flsh  took  up  the  business,  and  managed  so  well  as  to  become  very  soon 
a  political  power.  They  beeame  rieh,  and  their  ehlldren  married  into 
good  families.  Ton  will  remember  the  atrocities  generally  aaeribed  to 
them  in  the  first  revolution.  It  is  now  Imownthat  fliaaawereeommltted 
by  ruffians  disguised  in  their  dress. 

To  return :  there  are  in  the  United  Kingdom  200,000  female  seri'ants. 
Separate  from  these,  brewers,  custom-honae  aeaicliera»  matrona  of  jaii8» 
lighthouse-keepera*  pew-openers. 
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I  bare  no  time  to  question;  but  sboold  not  a  Ctiristian  community 
offer  womaDly  mlnUitimtioiiii  to  Ito  tmprisoned  womont  Ob,  tb«t  wmie 

bravo  heart,  in  a  atroaig  bodj, might  go  on  our  behalf  to  the  city  jail  and 
Clmrlostown!  Pew-opening  has  never  been  a  trade  in  America;  but,  as 
there  are  signs  that  it  may  become  so  in  this  democratic  community,  I 
would  advise  oar  vooitB  to  kaop  an  «fO  to  that.  [Langhter]. 

Thflso  are  In  the  United  Kingdom  800,000  hwitnew  women,  beer-ebop 
keepers,  butcher- wives,  milk-women,  hack-owners,  and  shoemakers. 

As  one  item  of  this  list,  consider  26,000  butcher-wives — women  who  do 
not  merely  preside  over  a  business,  but  buy  stock,  put  down  meat,  drive 
a  eart  even  if  needed— botohen  to  all  intent*  and  purposes.  There  are 
80,000  iluqp^lEeepen,  but  onlgr  1,749  sliop-woaMn. 

Telegraph  reporters  are  increasing  rapidly.  Their  speed  and  aeenra^ 
are  much  praised.  From  the  Bright  Festival,  at  Manchester,  a  young 
woman  reported,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-nine  words  a  minute,  six  whole 
ooiwmne,  with  hardly  a  mietabe,  tiiooi^  Uie  whole  matter  wae  politioal, 
eneh  ae  ehe  was  supposed  not  to  nndetetandl 

Phonog^phic  reporters  also,    A  year  ago  there  were  but  three  female 
phonographers  in  Aiuerica;  and  two  of  these  did  not  get  their  bread  by. 
the  work.    Now  hundreds  are  qualifying  themselves,  ail  over  the  land ; 
and  two  young  girls,  not  oat  of  their  teens,  are  at  this  moment  reporting 
my  words.  [Chesn]. 

I  hope  the  phonographers  will  take  that  clapping  to  themselves.  I 
wish  you  would  make  it  heartier.  [Repeated  cheers].  Now  let  us  turn 
to  the  American  census.  I  must  touch  it  lightly.  Of  factory  operatives, 
I  wUI  only  say,  that,  in  1845,  there  were  68,808  men  and  78,710  women 
engaged  in  tntile  mannHMinreo.  Ton  will  be  sniprieed  at  the  prepon> 
demnce  of  women :  it  seems  to  be  as  great  in  other  countries.  Then  follow 
makers  of  gloves,  makers  of  glue,  workers  in  gold  and  silver  leaf,  hair- 
weavers,  hat  and  oap  makers,  hose-weavers,  workers  in  India  rubber, 
lamp-makers,  laondressee,  leeoherst  milliners,  moroeeo-wwkers,  nnrsee, 
papeP'hangerB,  pihyiieiana,  pioUemand  pmserrers,  saddlers  and  bamess- 
makors,  yhoemakors,  soda-room  keepers,  snuff  and  cigar-makers,  stock 
and  Huspeudor-makers,  truss-makers,  typers  and  stezeotyperSi  umbrella- 
makersf  upholsterers,  card-makers. 

Garde  were  invented  in  1801.  In  less  than  aeventy  years  German 
manufaotore  was  in  the  hands  of  women— Elizabetb  and  Maigaret,  at 
Nuremberg.    Then  grinders  of  watch  crystals,  7,000  women  in  all. 

My  own  obi^iTvation  adds  to  this  list  phonographers,  house  and  sign 
painters,  fruit-hawkers,  button  -  makers,  tobacco  -  packers,  paper-box 
makers,  embroiderers,  and  Auvsewers. 

PeiliapB  I  shonid  say  baymakera  and  reapers;  since,  for  three  or  fimr 
years,  bands  of  g^rls  bave  been  ao  emplogred  in  Ohi<^  at  eixty-two  and  a 
half  cents  a  day. 

In  New  Haven,  seven  women  work  with  seventy  meu  in  a  clock  factory, 
at  half  wages.  Vt  tlie  proprietor  answered  lumeatly,  when  aaked  why  he 
employed  them,  be  would  tay,  **To  eave  money;"  bat  he  does  answer, 
"  To  help  oar  eaoee." 
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In  Waltham,  a  watch  fiactory  has  been  establish ed,  whose  statietieg  I 
■hall  use  olMfwhere. 

In  Winefaester,  Va.,  a  father  has  lately  taken  a  daughter  into  partner- 
ship;  and  the  Ann  is  "J.  Wynong  and  DanK'hter."  [Applanse].  Is  it  nol 
a  shame  it  should  happen  first  in  a  slave  State? 

Then  couie  registers  of  deeds  and  postmistresses.  We  all  know  tbat 
the  mral  post-ofBee  is  ohiefljr  hi  the  hands  of  hrMponsible  women. 
Petty  politicans  obtain  tbB  offloe,  take  the  money.  Mid  leave  wives  and 

sisterH  to  do  thi'  work. 

[Here  Mrs.  Dall  rcHd  an  interesting  letter  from  a  female  machinist  in 
Delaware;  but,  a«  it  will  be  published  in  another  connection,  it  is  here 
withheld]. 

Is  it  eaqr  tot  women  to  bieak  the  way  Into  new  avenoes?  Ton  know  it 

is  not.  / 

[Here  Mrs.  Dall  referred  to  the  opposition  phown  to  the  employment 
of  women  in  watch-making,  by  Mr.  Bennett,  in  London;  to  the  school  at 
Variborongh  Hou^e;  to  the  employment  of  women  in  pcintlnfl^ofllees— 
snbHtantiating  her  st utements  by  dates  and  names]. 

When  I  first  heard  that  women  were  employed  in  Staffordshire  to  paint 
pottery  and  cliina — which  they  do  with  far  more  tw^te  than  men — I  heard, 
also,  that  the  jealousy  of  the  men  refused  to  allow  them  the  customary 
hand-rest,  and  so  kept  down  their  wl^e8.  I  reftased  to  believe  anything 
so  eontemptible.  [Applause].  Now  the  Edinburgh  Review  confirms  the 
story.  Thank  God :  that  could  never  happen  in  this  eoantry.  With  qS| 
Labor  can  not  dictate  to  Capital. 
But  the  great  evils  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  depressed  wages  are: 
lat.  That  want  of  respect  for  labor  whieh  prevents  ladies  from  engag- 
ing ill  it. 

2d.  That  want  of  respect  for  women  whioh  prevents  men  from  valuing 

properly  the  work  tliey  do. 
Women  themselves  must  change  these  facts. 

[Mrs.  Dall  here  read  some  letters  to  show  that  wages  were  at  a  starving^ 
point  in  the  citirs  of  America  as  well  as  in  Europe]. 

lam  tired  of  th<'  folly  of  the  political  economist,  eonstantly crying  that 
wages  can  never  rise  till  the  laborers  are  fewer.  Vou  have  heard  of  the  old 
law  in  hydraulics,  that  water  will  always  rise  to  the  level  of  its  source ;  but, 
if  by  a  ibreing-pnmp,  yon  raise  It  a  tilionsand  feet  above,  or  by  some  hnge 
syphon  drop  it  a  thonsand  feet  below,  does  that  law  hcddff  Very  well,  the 

artitioiiil  r<'strirtions  of  society  are  sueh  a  forring-pump — are  such  a  sy- 
phon. Make  woman  equal  before  the  law  with  man,  and  wages  will  ad- 
just themselves. 

Bat  what  is  the  present  remedy!  A  vety  easy  one— Ibr  employers  to 
adopt  the  eash  system,  and  be  eontent  with  rational  profits.  In  my  eo^ 
respondence  during  the  past  year,  master-tailors  tell  me  that  they  pay 
from  eight  cents  to  fifty  cents  a  day  for  the  making  of  pcmtaioons,  includ- 
ing the  heaviest  doeskins.  Do  you  suppose  they  would  date  to  tell  roe 
how  they  eharge  that  work  on  tlioir  sloidy-paying  enstomer's  biUsf  Not 
they.  The  eight  cents  swells  to  thirty,  the  fifty  to  a  dollar  or  a  dollar 
twenty-five.  Put  an  end  to  this,  and  master-tailois  would  no  longer 
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▼aalt  into  Beaoon  Street  over  piortnte  woumd's  souls;  tmt  neither 

v  ould  women  be  dilTen  to  the  streets  for  bread. 

If  I  had  time.  I  would  .show  you.  women,  how  much  depends  upon 
yoursel  vos.  As  it  is.  we  iiiuy  .'<fty  with  the  heroine  of  "  Adam  Bede,"  which 
you  have  doubtless  all  been  reading: 

I*m  not  for  denying  that  the  women  are  foolish.  God  Almighty 
made  *em  to  match  the  men! "  [Langbter]. 

Do  you  lan^li  '  It  is  but  a  step  from  the  ridiculous  to  the  sublime; 
and  Ooethe.  who  knew  women  well,  was  of  tfie  stiiiie  mind  when  he  wrote: 

"  Wilt  tboo  dare  to  blame  the  wumau  for  her  seetuiu^  audden  chuugec* — 
Swftyliig  «Mt  and  vttvflaK  wMtward,  as  tli«  InwMs  riiake  tbe  treo  Y 

Fool  !  tlij  <5fltls!i  tliniiirht  mhirxiiilt  s  tliee.    Find  Ujc  man  that  nevernuigM. 
Woman  wavers  hut  to  seek  luiu.    Is  not,  then,  tlio  funlt  in  thee  ?" 

Mrs.  Dall  wns  followed  by  the  Kev.  Joiix  T.  S\U(4KXT.  who  said  ; 

Madam  Pkksidkat  am)  Fhikxds: — I  appreciate  the  honor  of  an  invi- 
tation to  tUs  platform,  but  my  words  must  be  few;  first,  beoaose  the 
oaD  comes  to  me  witUn  a  few  hours,  and  amid  the  cares  and  i«sponsi- 

bilities  of  the  clmir  on  another  platform,  and  I  Imd  no  time  for  precon- 
certed forms  of  address;  si-coiid,  because  the  Kenosal  principles  of  this 
organization,  and  the  8ubjoct  matteni  for  discussion,  are  so  well  i»ifted 
and  disposed  of  by  pr^rioas  speakers,  that  nothing  new  remains  Ibr  me 
to  say ;  and,  third,  beoause  we  are  aU  waiting  for  the  words  of  one  [Wen- 
dell Phillips]  whose  sympathies  are  never  wantinfr  in  any  cause  of  truth 
and  justice,  whoso  verriatilo  eloquence  never  lic^iitates  on  imy  plHtft)rm 
where  he  wave^  aloft  "  the  sword  of  the  spirit  '  in  behalf  of  huuian  rights. 
{Applause]. 

I  may  truly  say,  that  thiA  is  my  maiden  speech  in  behalf  of  m^dens 
and  others  [laughter];  and,  if  it  amount  to  nothing  else,  I  may  fsay,  as 
did  uiy  friend  Clarke.  I  feel  bound,  at  lea.st,  to  take  my  stand,  and  show 
my  sympathy  for  the  noble  cause.  I  come  here  under  the  pressure  ol  an 
obli^itlon  to  testify  in  behalf  of  an  interest  tralf  Ohristtan,  and  one  ol 
the  greatest  that  can  engage  the  reason  or  the  conscleneeof  aoommn- 
nity.  I  would  that  you  Imd  upon  this  platform  and  every  other,  more 
women  .speakens  for  the  tipholding  and  consummation  of  every  righteous 
cause !  And  so  far  am  I  from  being  frightened  to  death  or  embarrassed* 
as  onr  Mend  Mrs.  Dall  tias  intimated  any  one  might  be,  at  the  piospeet 
of  eitlier  following  James  Freeman  Clarke  or  preceding  Wendell  Phillips, 
I  nin  much  more  concerned  by  the  oqntrast  of  my  speech  with  saoh 
speakers  as  your  President,  or  Dr.  Hunt,  or  Mrs.  Dall  herself. 

There  is  one  feature  of  the  general  question  of  "  Woman's  Rights  "  on 
wbieh  I  wonld  say  a  single  word;  and  it  may  eonstttnte  the  speeialty  of 
my  address,  so  far  as  it  has  any.  I  mean  the  bearing  of  sooial  inequali- 
ties  partienlarly  upon  the  pooi^^the  poor  of  a  city— the  poor  women  of 
a  city. 

It  may  not  be  unknown  to  most  of  yon,  that  fat  nearly  two  years  past, 
in  oonneetion  withtiie  so-ealled  Boston  Ptnvldsnt  Aasoolatimi/*  I  have 
been  engaged  in  aa  afem^  wherein  the  peenliar  trials  of  this  class  haTe 

been  revealed  to  me  as  never  before. 
Hundreds  of  poor,  desolate,  forsaken  women,  especially  in  the  winter 
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months,  luiTe  oome  to  that  ofBee  irith  the  same  pitiable  tale  of  poveity, 

dtisurtiou,  and  tyranny  on  tlio  purt  of  their. worthlo?^  and  drunken  hiis- 
bauils.  who  had  gone  off  to  California,  Kansas,  or  the  West,  tiikinp  away 
from  their  wives  and  children  every  possible  means  of  support,  and  leav- 
ing tliem  the  pauper  dependents  on  a  public  charity.  Now,  if  this  be  not 
the  denial  of  Woman's  Bights,  I  know  not  what  is.  Had  we  time,  I 
might  fill  the  hour  with  a  journal  of  statistics  in  painful  illustration  of 
thetiio  facts.  Now,  I  say,  that  a  system  of  .society  which  can  tolerate  such 
a  state  of  things,  and,  by  sufferance  even,  allow  such  men  to  wrench 
awaj  the  pkJn  rights  of  their  wives  and  families,  needs  reforming. 

Bnt  let  us  look  a  little  higher  in  the  soolal  seals,  to  the  rights  and 
claims  of  a  class  of  women  not  so  dependent— a  class  who,  by  their  eda' 
cation  and  culture,  are  conipotont  to  fill,  or  wlio  may  be  flilin*?,  tlio 
positior  of  clerks,  secretaries,  or  assistant  agents.  How  inadequate  and 
insnfflciant,  as  a  general  thing,  is  the  oompensation  they  receive! 

There  was  associated  with  me  in  the  agetioy  and  ofllee  to  wliioh  I  liave 
Keened,  as  offloe-eleric  and  eoa^tntor,  among  others,  an  intelligent  and 
very  worthy  young  woman,  whose  term  of  sorvico  tlioro  has  bfon  coeval 
and  coincident  with  the  Association  itself,  even  through  the  whole  seven 
years  or  more;  and  thara  she  stfll  sonives,  through  all  the  vieissitndes  of 
the  General  Agenoy  by  death  or  otherwise,  with  a  fidelity  of  servioe  worthy 
<^  more  liberal  compensation;  for  she  receives,  even  now,  for  an  amount 
of  service  equal  to  that  of  any  other  in  the  office,  only  about  one-third 
the  salary  paid  to  a  male  occupant  of  the  same  sphere! 

Look  uMt  at  the  professional  sphere  of  women,  properly  so  called: 
and  who  shall  deny  her  ti^t  and  olaim  to  that  position  ?  A  young 
brother  clergynmn  came  to  my  office  one  day,  wanting  his  pulpit  sup- 
plied; and,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  asked  very  earnestly,  '  How 
would  it  do  to  invite  a  woman-preacher  into  my  pulpit  ?"  "  Do! "  said 
I  (giving  liim  the  names  of  Mn.  Ball,  Dr.  Hont,  etc.,  as  Vb»  most  aeces- 
sible)  of  coarse  itll  do."  And  all  I  havv  to  say  is,  if  I  ever  resume  again 
the  charge  of  a  pulpit  myself,  and  either  of  those  preachers  want  an  eX* 
change,  I  shall  be  honored  in  the  priviie<^o  of  so  exchanging. 

Well,  my  young  friend,  the  brother  clergyman  referred  to,  whom  I  am 
to  see  in  this  andienee,  went  and  did  according  to  my  suggestion ; 
and,  by  the  fwofessional  service  of  Mrs.  Dall  in  his  pulpit,  more  than 
once,  I  think,  ministered  no  Httlo  edifloation  to  his  people.  And,  in  this 
connection,  let  me  say  :  If  the  argument  against  woman's  pronching 
be,  "  Oh !  it  looks  so  awkward  and  singular  to  see  a  woman  with  a  gown 
on  in  the  pulpit "  (fortiiat*8  the  whole  gist  of  it),  why,  then,  the  aame  logic 
might  as  well  disrobe  the  male  priesthood  of  tiieir  silken  paraphernalia, 
cassock  and  bands. 

But  there  are  other  and  better  words  in  waiting,  and  I  yield  the  floor. 

CuABLBS  G.  Ames  eipressed  his  gratitude  at  being  permitted  to  oocupy 
this  platform,  and  ideotilly  himself  wl&  the  caose  of  those  noblest  of  living 
women  who  had  dared  tiiie  world's  soom^had  dared  to  stand  alone  on 
the  ground  of  their  moral  convictions.  Ho  thought  Rev.  Mr.  Clarke  had 
spoken  but  half  the  truth  in  saying,  *'UaU  the  human  race  are  oonoemed 
in  the  Woman's  Rights  movement." 

If  the  Kohammedan  doctrine  (that  woman  has  no  soul)  be  true,  then 
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Uie  opponents  of  tills  OMite  are  justifiable.  But  concede  that  she  ha«  & 
rational  soul,  and  yon  concede  the  equality  of  her  richt?:  Concodc  that 
she  is  capable  of  being  a  Christian,  and  joa  concede  tliat  f^Ik^  has  a  right 
to  bolpdo  the  Cliiistian*«  noik;  amd  the  Christian's  work  inolades  all 
foniw    DoUe  aistliitj,  as  well  as  the  doty  of  selMevdopment. 

But  some  people  are  aflnsidof  agitation.  You  remember  the  story  of 
the  rustic,  who  fainted  away  in  the  car  when  taking  his  first  railroad 
ride,  and  gasped  out,  on  coming  to  himself,  "  Has  the  thing  lit  ? "  He 
belonged,  probably,  to  that  large  elass  of  people  who  go  into  hysteriee 
every  time  the  wotid  begins  to  more,  and  who  are  never  lelieved  ftom 
their  terror  till  quiet  is  restored. 

Great  alarm  prevails  lest  this  aj?itation  phnuld  breed  a  fatal  quarrel 
between  man  and  woman ;  as  though  there  could  be  a  want  of  iiarmouy, 
a  collision  of  rights,  between  the  sexes.  Sad  TMons  an  eoojaied  np  be- 
fors  us  of  ftanUy  fisnds,  mntnal  hair-pnllings,  and  a  geneiBl  wrselc  of  all 
domestic  bliss.  Certainly,  there  aro  difflf nlTii:'«  abotit  settling  some  do- 
mestic qnestions.  Marriage  is  a  partnersliip  between  two;  no  third  per- 
son to  give  the  casting  vote.  Then  they  must  "take  turns";  the  wife 
yielding  to  the  hnsband  In  those  eases  where  be  ts  best  qualified  to  judge, 
and  the  husband  yielding  to  the  wife  in  those  matters  which  most  con- 
cern her,  or  concerning  which  she  can  b.'st  Jiulj^e  Yot  man  is  the  senior 
partner  of  the  firm:  his  name  comes  first.  Few  women  would  be  pleased 
to  ^ee  the  tirni  styled  in  pnnt  as  "  Mrs.  So-and-So  and  Husband." 

Woman  wants  mote  self-rsUanee.  Has  she  not  always  been  tanght 
that  it  is  very  proper  to  faint  at  the  dght  of  toads  and  spiders  and  fresh 
blood,  and  whenever  a  gentleman  pops  the  question  ?  Has  nho  not 
always  been  taught  that  man  was  the  strong,  towering  ouk,  and  she  the 
graceful,  clinging  vine,  sure  to  collapse  like  an  empty  bag  whenever  his 
mighty  sapporfc  was  withdrawn  f  Until  all  this  folly  is  onleatned,  how 
can  she  be  self-dependent  and  truly  womanly  ? 

Women  nro  afraid  to  claim  their  rights;  and  not  timidity  only,  but 
laziness — the  love  of  ease — keeps  them  back  from  the  great  duty  of  t>elf- 
assertion.  True,  it  is  a  good  deal  like  work  to  summon  up  the  soul  to 
sneh  a  oonfliot  with  an  oppodng  and  eoimpt  poblie  opinion.  Bat  wom* 
an  must  do  that  work  for  herself,  or  it  will  asnrsr  be  done. 

Woman's  rirjlifs  we  talk  of.  There  is  a  grandeur  about  these  great 
questions  of  right,  which  makes  them  the  glory  of  our  age;  and  it  is  the 
shame  of  our  age,  that  right  and  rights  in  every  form  get  bo  generally 
sneered  at.  What  use  have  I  flor  my  eonseienoe,  what  remains  of  my 
noble  manhood,  if,  when  half  the  hnman  race  complain  that  I  am  doing 
them  a  wrong.  I  only  reply  with  a  scoflf?  A  man  without  a  conscience 
to  make  him  quick  and  sensitive  to  right  and  duty,  is  neither  fit  for 
heaven  nor  for  helL   He  is  an  ontsider,  a  monster! 

Gonseryatism  says,  **  Let  the  world  be  as  it  Is  bat  Christianity  says, 
••Make  it  what  it  should  be."  No  man  need  call  himself  a  Christian, 
who  admits  that  a  wrontr  exists,  and  yet  wishes  it  to  oontinne,  or  is  in- 
different to  its  removal.    Lt't  us 

"  Su-ike  for  Uiat  which  oagbt  to  be, 
And  Ood  wOl  Ucst  fhe  Mows.** 
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The  speaker  spoke  of  the  abiue  and  injustice  done  to  the  Bible  hj 
those  who  make  it  the  shelter  and  apologist  for  all  the  wrong,  vilvness, 
and  sneaking  meanness  that  the  world  bears  up;  and  closed  with  a  tes- 
timony against  the  cowardice  of  those  time-eerving  ministers  who  allow 
their  manhood  to  be  suffocated  by  a  white  eiavat)  and  who  never  pnb- 
liely  take  sides  with  what  they  see  to  be  a  good  eanse,  nntll "  popular 
noines  "  indicate  that  the  time  has  come  for  speaking  out  their  opinioTis. 

The  President  then  introdaced  to  the  audience  WasDBLL  Fhilufs, 
£sq.,  of  Boston : 

Madam  PBBSEIxnn^— I  am  eacseedlngly  happy  to  see  that  this  question 
calls  together  so  large  an  audience;  and  periiaps  that  circumstance  will 
make  me  take  eiception  to  some  representations  of  the  previoas  speak- 

ers  n."  to  the  unpopularity  of  this  movement.  The  gentleman  who  occu- 
pied this  place  before  me  thought  that  perhaps  he  might  count  the  num- 
beiB  of  those  that  occupied  tills  platform  as  the  real  advoeates  of  that 
question.  Ob,  not  The  number  of  those  who  sympaUiixe  with  us  must 

not  bo  counted  so.  Our  idea  penetrates  the  whole  life  of  the  people. 
The  .Khiftiiitr  liues  of  public  opinion  show  like  the  colorf!  on  a  dove's 
neck;  you  can  not  tell  where  one  ends,  or  the  other  begins.  [Cheers].  * 
Brerybody  that  holds  to  raising  human  beings  above  the  popular  ideas, 
and  not  earing  for  artificial  distinctions,  Is  on  our  side;  I  think  I  can 
show  my  friend  that.  Whenever  a  new  reform  is  started,  men  seem  to 
think  that  the  world  is  gninTr  to  take  at  once  a  great  stride.  The  world 
never  takes  strides.  The  moral  world  is  exactly  like  the  natural.  The 
sun  oomes  up  minnte  by  minute,  ray  by  ray,  till  the  twilight  deepens 
Into  dawn,  and  dawn  spreads  mta  noon.  80  it  is  with  this  question*. 
Tho.se  who  look  at  our  little  island  of  time  do  not  SCO  it;  but,  a  hundred 

years  later,  everybody  will  recoj^nize  it. 

1^0  one  need  be  at  ail  alraid ;  there  is  no  disruption,  no  breaking  away 
from  <dd  anchorage-r-not  at  all.  In  the  tUrteenlh  and  fourteenth  oent- 
uries,  there  wme  two  movements— first,  the  peasants  in  the  town  were 

striving  to  fortify  each  man  his  own  house — to  set  up  the  towns  against 
the  king^;  then,  in  the  colleges,  the  great  philosophers  were  striving  each 
to  fortify  his  own  soul  to  make  a  revolution  against  Home.  The  peasants 
branded  the  coll^rlans  as  "infidels,'*  and  the  coUegians  showed  the 
peasants  to  be  **  traitors."  Cordially  they  hated  each  other;  blindly 
they  went  down  to  their  graves,  thinking  they  had  been  fighting  each 
other;  but,  under  the  providence  of  God,  they  were  entwined  in  the 
same  movement.  Now,  if  I  could  throw  you  back  to-day  into  the  civili- 
sation of  Qreece  and  Bome,  I  could  siiow  you  the  Ihct  that  our  question  Is 
two  thousand  years  old.  [Cheers,]  In  the  truest  sense,  it  did  not  begin  in 
1848,  ns  my  friend  Dr.  Hunt  stated;  it  began  centuries  ago.  Did  you 
ever  hear  of  the  old  man  who  went  to  the  doctor,  and  asked  him  to  teach 
him  to  speak  prose  ?  "  Why,  my  dear  fellow,"  was  the  reply,  "  you  have 
been  speaking  prose  all  your  life."  But  he  did  not  know  It.  So  with 
some  people  in  regard  to  the  movement  for  Woman's  Rights. 

Many  think  the  steps  taken  since  1850  are  shaking  thi.«i  land  with  a  now 
infidelity.    Now,  tliis  infidelity  is  a  n-nod  deal  older  than  the  New  Testa- 
ment.   When  man  began  his  piitfnuiugfc  from  the  cradle  of  Asia,  woman 
16 
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wafi  not  allowed  to  speak  before  a  court  of  justice.  To  kill  a  wouian  was 
j  ust  as  great  a  sin  m  to  kill  a  eow,  aad  no  graator.  To  lell  an  unltoeiifted 
herb  in  the  eity  of  Calontta,  was  exactly  the  eame  crime  as  to  ki)l  a  worn* 
an.   Bhe  did  not  belong  to  the  baman  race.   Come  down  thousands  of 

y<»nrs,  and  tlio  civili/atiotj  of  Gr*»oco  Kaid.  "Woman  has  not  got  enough 
of  truth  in  her  to  be  tru(<ted  in  the  court  of  justi('«;"  and,  if  her  hu.'ibund 
wants  to  give  her  to  a  brother  or  friend,  he  can  take  her  to  their  door, 
and  say,  Here,  I  give  yon  this.**  And  so  it  continues  till  yon  reach  the 
feudal  ages;  when  woman,  though  she  might  be  queen  or  du(  hess,  was 
often  not  competent  to  testify  in  a  court  of  ju^ti^^••.  She  had  not  «oul 
enough,  men  believed,  to  know  a  truth  from  u  lie.  That  is  the  code  of 
tite  feudal  system.  But  all  at  once  the  world  has  waked  up,  and  thinks 
a  man  is  riot  a  man  because  he  has  a  pound  of  mnsole,  or  because  he  has 
a  stalwart  arm;  but  because  he  lias  thoughts,  Ideas,  purposes:  he  can 
commit  crime,  aiid  he  Is  capable  of  virtue. 

No  man  is  horn  in  a  dav.    A  baby  is  alwavs  six  months  old  before  he 

»  •  » 

is  twenty-one.  Our  lathers,  who  iirst  reasoned  that  God  mude  all  men 
equal,  said:  "Tou  shaVt  hang  a  man  until  you  have  asked  bim  If  be 
*  consents  to  the  law."  Some  meddlesome  fanatic,  engaged  in  setting  up 
type,  conofived  the  i  ^-n.  that  he  need  not  pay  his  tax  till  ho  was  repre- 
hented  before  the  law:  then  why  i^hould  woman  do  so.'  Now.  1  ask, 
what  poijsible  reason  is  there  tiiat  woman,  as  a  motlier,  as  a  wife,  as  a 
labotor,  as  a  capitalist,  as  aa  artist,  as  a  cltiien,  should  be  subjected  to 
any  laws  except  such  as  gOTcrn  man?  What  moral  reason  Is  there  for 
tliis.  under  the  American  idea?  Does  not  the  same  interest,  the  same 
Htrong  tie,  bind  the  mother  to  her  ehildren.  that  bind  the  father.'  Has 
she  not  the  same  capacity  to  teacli  them  that  the  father  hat^r  and  often 
more  I  Now,  the  law  says:  **  If  the  father  be  living,  the  mother  is  noth- 
ing; bnt.  If  the  fiither  be  dead,  tlie  mother  is  everything.*'  Did  she 
inlierit  from  her  husband  hi.s  great  intellect?  If  she  did  not.  wliat  is  the 
ci»mmon  sense  of  such  a  statute?  The  motlier  has  the  same  rights,  in 
regard  to  her  children,  that  the  father  has:  there  sbould  be  no  dis- 
tinction. 

Tours  is  not  a  new  refbnn.  The  gentleman  who  occupied  the  platfbnn 

a  few  tiHun  'tita  ago  gave  the  common  representation  of  this  cause:  "If 
a  lnl.^band  doesn't  do  abotit  right,  his  wife  will  pull  his  hair:  and,  if  you 
let  lier  have  her  way,  she  may  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  he  the  Ke- 
publican ;  and  xt(ct  wna,^  Well,  now,  my  dear  friend,  suppose  it  were  Just 
eo;  it  is  too  late  to  complain.  That  point  has  long  been  settled;  if  you 
will  read  history  a  little,  you  will  see  it  was  settle^  against  you.  la 
the  time  of  T.n'her,  it  was  a  question:  *'Can  a  woman  choose  her  own 
creed?"  Tlie  feudal  ages  said:  "No;  she  believes  as  her  husband  be- 
lieves, of  course."  But  the  reformers  said:  "She  ought  to  think  for 
Jierself ;  her  husband  is  not  her  Qod."  "  But,**  it  was  objected,  *'  should 
tliere  be  difference  of  opinion  between  man  and  wife,  the  husband 
believing  one  creed  and  the  wife  another,  there  wonld  be  continual 
■discord."  But  the  reply  was:  "God  ^^ettled  that;  Ood  has  settled  it 
that  every  responsible  conscience  should  have  a  right  to  his  own  creed." 
And  Cfaristondom  said:  "  Amen."  The  reformers  of  Europe,  to  this  day, 
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have  allowed  freedom  of  opiniuu;  and  who  says  that  the  experience  of 
three  centuries  has  found  the  husband  and  wife  grappUng  ea<-h  othur  is 
throats  on  religioiis  differeneesf  It  would  be  Pftpal  and  absurd  to  deny 
woman  her  religious  tights.  Then  why  should  she  not  be  allowed  to 

choose  her  part  y 

We  claim  t\w  precfclonts  iu  this  nuitter.  It  was  arranged  and  agreed 
upon,  in  the  reform  of  Europe,  that  women  should  have  tlie  right  to 
ehoose  their  religious  ereeds.  I  say,  therefore,  this  is  not  a  new  cause; 
it  is  an  old  one.  It  is  as  old  as  the  American  idea..  We  are  individuals 
by  virtue  of  our  brains,  not  by  virtue  of  our  muscles.  "Why  do  you 
women  meddle  in  politics?"  asked  Napoleon  of  Do  StiU'l.  "Siro,  so 
long  as  you  will  hang  us,  we  must  ask  the  reason,"  was  the  answer. 
The  whole  politioal  philosophy  ot  the  subject  is  in  that.  The  instant  yon 
say,  "Woman  is  not  competent  to  go  to  the  baUot-box»**  I  reply:  ''She 
is  not  competent  to  go  to  the  gallows  or  the  State  prison.  If  she  in  com- 
petent to  go  to  the  State  prison,  tlien  she  is  competent  to  go  to  the 
ballot-box,  and  tell  how  thieves  should  be  punished."  [Applause]. 

Man  is  a  man  because  he  thinks.  Woman  has  already  begun  to  think. 
She  has  touched  literature  with  the  wand  of  her  enchantanent,  and  it 
rises  to  her  level,  until  woman  becomes  an  author  as  well  as  reader. 
And  what  is  the  re.-^ulti'  We  do  not  have  to  expurgate  the  literature  of 
the  nineteenth  century  before  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  youth.  Those 
who  write  for  the  lower  lerel  sink  down  to  dw^  with  their  kind. 

Mr.  Sargent  and  Mr.  Clarke  expatiated  on  the  wholesome  influence  of 
the  side-by-side  progre.ss  of  the  sexes.  There  are  no  women  more  deserv- 
ing of  your  hone^^t  approbation  than  those  who  dare  to  work  singly  lor 
the  elevation  of  their  sex  

Woman's  Bights  and  lUegro  Rights!  Whiftt  lights  have  either  women 
or  negroes  that  we  have  any  reason  to  respect?  The  world  says: 
"None!" 

There  has  lately  been  a  petition  carried  into  the  British  Parliament, 
asking — for  what  if  It  asks  that  the  laws  of  marriage  and  divorce  shall  be 
broui^t  into  conformity  with  the  creed  and  civilization  of  Great  Brlti^n 
in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  state  of  British  law,  on 
^e  bill  of  divorce,  was  a  dlisf.Taco  to  the  British  statute-book.  Whose 
was  the  intellect  and  whose  the  heart  to  point  out,  and  who  had  the 
courage  to  look  in  the  face  of  British  wealtii  and  conservatism,  and 
claim  that  the  law  of  divorce  was  a  disgrace  to  modem  civilization?  It 
was  the  women  of  Cfreat  Britain  that  first  said  her  statute-book  disgraced 
her.  Who  could  say.  that  if  those  women  had  been  voters,  they  might 
not  have  reformed  it? 

Douglas  Jerrold  said:  "Woman  knows  she  is  omnipotent";  and  so 
she  is.  She  may  be  ignorant,  she  may  not  have  a  dollar,  she  may  have 
no  right  given  her  to  testify  In  the  court  of  Justice;  she  may  be  a  slave, 
chained  by  a  dozen  statutes;  but,  when  her  Inisband  loves  her,  she  is 
his  queen  and  mistress,  in  spite  of  them  all;  and  tlie  world  knows  it. 
All  history  bears  testimony  to  this  omnipotent  infiuence.  What  we  are 
here  for  is  to  clear  up  the  choked  channel;  make  hidden  power  confess 
itseli;  and  fsel  its  rssponsibility,  fael  how  much  rests  upon  it,  and  there- 
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foM  gird  itaelf  to  its  dn^.  We  a»»  to  my  to  th«  women:  "Touviaoao* 
half  of  the  homaii  nuMu  Omne  to  the  hellot-box,  and  liBeV  when  yoa 
cast  a  vote  in  regard  to  some  great  moral  qaeetion,  the  dread  post  you 

fill,  and  fit  yourself  for  it."  Wonmn  at  home  controls  her  son,  guidea 
hiT  husband — in  reality,  makes  liim  vote — but  acknowledges  no  respon- 
sibility, and  receives  no  education  for  saoh  a  throne.  By  her  caprices 
hi  piivato  life,  she  often  raiu  the  manhood  of  her  hmband,  and  eliecks 
the  en^nsiaatie  pnrpoaes  of  her  son. 

Many  a  jfMmg  gizi,  in  her  married  life,  loses  her  husband,  and  thn?  is 
loft  a  widow  with  two  or  three  children.  Now,  who  \9.  to  educate  them 
and  control  them?  We  see.  if  left  to  her  own  resources,  the  intellect 
which  she  possesses,  and  which  has  remained  in  a  comparatively  dor^ 
mant  state,  displayed  in  its  fbllf  power.  What  a  diqith  of  heart  lay  hidden 
in  that  woman!  She  takes  her  hosband's  business — guides  it  a.s  th ough 
it  were  a  trifle;  she  take«  her  sonc,  and  leads  them  ;  sets  her  daughters 
an  example;  like  a  master-leader,  she  governs  the  whole  hon.'Jehold. 
That  is  woman's  influence.  What  made  that  woman  ?  Respomibility. 
Call  her  out  fipom  weakness,  lay  upon  her  sonl  the  burden  of  herehil- 
dron's  education,  and  she  is  no  longer  a  girl,  but  a  woman ! 

Honice  Greeley  once  said  to  Margaret  Fuller:  "  If  you  shotild  usk  a 
woman  to  carry  a  ship  round  Tape  Horn,  how  would  she  go  to  wo  k  to 
do  it?  Let  her  do  this,  and  1  will  give  up  the  question.  '  In  the  lull  uf 
1856,  a  Boston  girl,  only  twenty  years  of  age,  accompanied  her  hnslmnd 
to  California.  A  brain- fever  laid  him  low.  In  the  presence  of  mutiny 
and  delirium,  pho  took  his  vacant  post,  preserved  order,  and  carried  her 
cargo  safe  to  its  destined  port.  Looking  in  the  face  of  Mr.  Greeley,  yWa^ 
Fuller  said :  ' '  Lo  I  my  dear  Horace,  it  is  done ;  now  say,  what  shall  woman 
do  neztt*'  [Cheers]. 

Mrs.  Cakollxk  H.  Dax.l  then  dismissed  the  assembly.* 

In  The  Lihrrator  of  July  6,  I860,  we  find  a  brief  mention  of 
what  was  called  Mrs.  Dall's  Drawing-room  "  Couvention,  in  which 
it  was  proposed  to  present  the  artistic  and  Aesthetic  view  of  the 
question.  The  meeting  was  held  June  1st.  in  the  Melodeon.  Mr?. 
Caroline  M.  Severance  prc?ided.  Mi-s.  Dall,  Rev.  Samuel  J.  May, 
R.  J.  Ilintoii,  Mo^es  ([larriot  Tubjiia!i\  James  Freeman  Clarke,  Dr. 
Mercy  P>.  Jackson,  Elizabeth  M.  Powell,  and  Wendell  PhUlips  took 
part  in  the  discussions. 

close  our  chapter  on  Massachusetts,  with  a  few  extracts  from 
a  sei-mon  by  Theodore  Parker,  to  show  his  position  on  the  most 

•  The  Publishing  Committee  do  not  willingly  print  the  above  report  of  one  of 
the  ablest  and  mo«t  eloqaeot  speeches  ever  delivered  Id  Boston.  Mr.  PhliUps  never 
wiltrs  bti  speedier.  '  Beta  now  too  fw  distant  to  be  consulted.  Two  veiy  yoeng  gM 
reporters — after  r  week's  li.irJ  practice,  oud  three  liotirB'  excessive  heat— wrote  t'lese 
beads  down,  without  the  most  distant  idea  of  pablicatioo.  All  the  Committee  can  do  is 
to  rejoice  that  the  accident  did  not  heppen  to  m  yonng  speaker,  bat  to  one  whose  repiH 
tetlOD  is  erteWlshcd,  end  whoee  Immortality    oertalo.  o.  h.  n. 
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momentous  question  of  his  day  snd  generation.  In  March,  1853, 
he  gare  two  discoaiBee  in  Music  HaU|  Boston,  one  on  the  domestic, 
and  one  on  the  puUio  function  of  woman,  in  whidi  he  fully  ex- 
pressed himself  on  every  phase  of  the  question. 

THEODORE  PAKKEU— THE  PUBLIC  FUNCTION  OF  WOMAN'. 

If  woman  is  a  human  being,  first,  she  has  the  Nature  of  a  bum  an  '>ci<iLr: 
next,  she  lias  the  Higltt  of  a  human  being;  third,  she  bait  the  Duty  of  a  hun.an 
being.  The  Natorc  is  the  capacity  to  possess,  to  use,  to  develop,  and  to  enjo.v 
ereiy  liuniaii  ftcolty ;  the  Bigbt  is  the  right  to  enjoy,  develop,  ani  me  every 
haman  faculty;  and  the  Duty  is  to  make  nee  of  the  Right,  and  make  her  hu- 
man nature,  human  history.  She  is  here  to  develop  her  human  nature,  enjoy 
)ier  human  rights,  pcrfunu  her  human  duty.  Womankind  ia  t«  do  this  for 
herself  as  much  as  mankind  for  bimaelf.  A  woman  hu  the  same  human 
nature  that  a  man  baa;  the  same  humao  rights,  to  lift,  liberty,  and  the  por^ 
sidt  of  bappioeaa;  the  same  hnman  duties;  and  they  are  as  inalienable  in  a 
•woman  as  in  a  man. 

Each  man  has  the  natural  right  to  the  normal  development  of  his  nature,  so 
far  as  it  is  general-haman,  neither  man  nor  woman,  but  human.  Each  woman 
has  the  natural  right  to  the  normal  development  of  her  nature,  so  Ihr  as  at  is  • 
general-human,  neither  woman  nor  man.  But  each  man  has  also  a  natural  and 
inalienal>lt'  ri^ht  to  the  normal  development  of  his  peculiar  nature  as  man, 
where  he  differs  from  woman.  Each  woman  has  just  the  same  natural  and  in- 
aKonable  right  to  the  normal  development  of  her  peculiar  nature  as  woman,  and 
not  man.   All  that  is  undeniable. 

Now  see  what  follows.  Woman  has  the  same  individual  right  to  determine 
lier  aim  in  lifi',  and  to  follow  it;  has  the  same  individual  rights  of  hody  and 
of  spirit — of  mind  and  consrienco.  and  heart  and  soul ;  the  s^anio  physical 
rights,  the  same  intellectual,  moral,  affectional,  and  religions  rights,  that  man 
has.  That  is  true  of  womanliind  as  a  whole ;  it  is  true  of  Jane,  Ellen,  and 
Sally,  and  eadi  spedal  woosan  that  can  be  named. 

Every  person,  man  or  woman,  is  an  integer,  an  individual,  a  whole  ])erson  ; 
and  also  a  portion  of  the  race,  and  so  a  fraction  of  humankind.  Well,  the 
rights  of  individuafiam  are  not  to  be  poaaessed,  developed,  used,  and  enjoyed, 
by  a  lift  in  solitude,  but  by  joint  action.  Aooordingly,  to  complete  and  perfect 
the  individual  man  or  woman,  and  give  each  an  opportunity  to  possess,  use, 
develop,  and  enjoy  those  riirht*.  fbfro  must  be  concerted  and  joint  ac  tion  ;  i  he 
individuality  is  only  a  possibility,  not  a  reality.  So  the  individual  rights  of 
woman  carry  with  them  the  same  domestic,  aodal,  eodcdastical,  and  political 
rights,  as  those  of  man. 

The  Family,  Community,  Church  and  State,  are  four  modes  of  action  which 
have  grown  out  of  human  nature  in  its  historical  development ;  they  are  all 
necessary  for  the  development  of  mankind ;  machines  which  the  human  race 
has  devised,  in  order  to  possess,  use,  develop,  and  enjoy  their  rights  as  human 
beings,  their  rights  also  as  men. 

These  are  just  as  neeessaiy  for  the  development  of  woman  as  of  man ;  and, 
AS  she  has  the  same  nature,  right,  and  duty,  as  man.  it  f 'Hows  that  she  has  the 
same  right  to  use,  shape,  and  control  these  four  institutions,  for  her  general 
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human  purpose  and  for  ber  apceial  feminine  purpose,  that  man  has  to  control 

them  for  his  £roncrivl  human  purpose  and  his  special  masculine  pnipom.  AU 
that  is  as  undeuiable  as  anything  in  metaphysics  ur  mathematics. 

If  woman  had  been  consulted,  it  seems  to  me  theology  would  hare  been  in  a 
vastly  better  state  tbaa  it  is  now.  I  do  not  think  that  any  woman  would  vnr 
have  preached  the  damnation  of  babies  new-bom  ;  and  "  hell,  paved  with  the 
«kul]d  of  infants  not  a  span  long,"  would  be  a  rr<rir>n  yet  to  he  difCf>rere<!  in 
theology.  A  celibate  monk — with  God's  curse  writ  on  his  i&cx',  which  knew  no 
eUld,  no  wife,  no  sister,  and  blushed  that  be  bad  a  mother— might  well  dream 
of  such  a  thing.  He  had  been  through  the  preliminary  studies.  Ooosider  the 
L'hastly  attributes  whidi  are  commonly  put  upon  God  in  the  popular  theology; 
the  idea  of  infinite  wrath,  of  infinite  damnation,  and  total  depravity,  and  all 
that.  Why,  you  could  not  get  a  woman,  that  had  intellect  enough  to  open  her 
month,  to  preach  these  things  anywhere.  Women  think  they  think  that  they 
believe  them;  but  they  do  not  Celibate  priests,  who  never  Imew  mairlage,  or 
what  paternity  was,  wbo  tliDii^jht  woman  was  a  "pollution" — they  invented 
these  ;:ha>itly  doctrines;  nn<l  win  n  I  hnve  heard  the  Athanasian  freed  and  the 
Dies  Irse  chanted  by  mouki?,  with  the  necks  of  bulls  and  the  lips  of  tlonkcys — 
why,  I  have  understood  where  the  doctrine  came  from,  and  have  felt  the  ap- 
propriateness of  their  braying  ont  the  damnntion  hymns;  woman  could  not  do 
it.  We  shut  her  o  it  of  the  choir,  out  of  the  priest's  house,  out  of  the  pulpit ; 
and  then  the  priest,  with  unnatural  vows,  came  in,  and  tanght  these  "doc- 
trines of  devils."  Could  you  find  a  woman  who  would  read  to  a  congregation, 
•s  words  of  truth,  Jonathan  Edwards'  sermon  on  a  Future  State—"  Sinners  in 
the  Hands  of  an  Angry  God,'*  The  Justice  of  God  in  the  Damnation  of  Sin- 
ners,'' "  Wrath  upon  the  Wicked  to  the  Uttermost,"  "The  Future  Punishment 
of  the  Wicke<l."  and  other  things  of  tliat  .sort?  Nay,  can  you  tiiul  a  worthy 
woman,  of  any  considerable  culture,  who  will  read  the  fourteenth  chapter  of 
Nnmbnrs,  and  declare  that  a  true  picture  of  the  Ood  she  worships  t  Only  a  she- 
dragon  could  do  it  in  our  day. 

The  popular  theology  leaves  ua  nothing  feminine  in  the  charaeter  of  Go  1. 
IIow  couM  it  In-  otherwise,  when  so  much  of  tlie  popular  theology  is  the  work 
of  men  who  thought  woman  was  a  "  i)ollution,"  and  barred  her  out  of  all  tlie 
high  places  of  the  church  ?  If  women  had  had  their  place  in  ecclesiastical 
teaching,  I  doubt  that  the  **  Athanasian  Creed  **  would  ever  have  been  thought 
a  ".symbol"  of  Christianity.  The  pictures  and  hymns  which  describe  the  list 
judgment  arc  a  protest  against  the  exolnf^ion  of  woman  from  teiiching  in  the 
church.  "I  suffer  not  a  woman  to  teach,  but  to  be  in  silence,"  said  a  writer  in 
the  New  Testament.  The  sentence  has  brought  manifold  e\il  in  its  train.  So 
muefa  fbr  the  employments  of  women. 

By  nature,  woman  has  the  same  political  rights  that  man  has — to  vote,  to  hold 
office,  to  make  and  administer  laws.  These  she  has  as  a  matter  of  right.  The 
strong  hand  and  the  great  head  of  man  ke«p  ber  down ;  nothing  more.  In 
America,  in  Christendom,  woman  has  no  political  righta,  is  act  a  citino  in  Adl ; 

she  has  no  voice  in  making  or  administerinL'  the  laws,  none  In  decting  the 

rulers  or  administrators  thereof  She  can  hold  no  office — can  not  be  committee 
of  a  primary  school,  overseer  of  the  poor,  or  guardian  to  a  public  lamp-poet. 
But  any  man,  with  conscience  enough  to  keep  out  of  jail,  mind  enough  to  e0> 
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cape  tbe  pootwhome,  and  body  enough  to  drop  his  ballot  into  tlie  box,  he  is  n 
Toter.   He  nmy  have  no  charact<>r — eren  no  mom  v ;  that  is  no  matter — lie  is 

male.  The  noblest  woman  hns  no  voice  in  the  State.  Men  make  laws.  (lisi>«>s- 
iog  of  her  property,  her  person,  her  children;  still  she  must  bear  it,  '*  with  a 
patient  dung.'* 

Looking  at  it  as  a  matter  of  pore  light  and  pore  edence,  I  know  no  reason 

why  woman  should  not  be  a  voter,  or  hold  ofHce,  or  make  and  administer  laws. 
I  do  not  sec  how  I  can  shut  myself  into  political  privil  egen  and  shut  woman  otit, 
and  do  both  in  the  name  of  inalienable  right.  Certainly,  every  woman  has  a 
notttial  right  to  bare  her  property  represmted  in  the  general  representation  of 
pn^)erl7;  and  ber  peraon  represented  in  the  general  repreeentation  of  persons. 

Looking  at  it  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  see  some  facts.  Suppose  woman  bad 
a  «hare  in  the  municipal  regulation  of  Boston,  and  there  were  as  many  alder- 
women  as  aldermen,  as  many  common  council  women  as  common  council  men, 
do  yon  believe  that,  in  deflanoe  of  the  law  of  Haasachnaetta,  the  city  govern- 
moot,  last  spring,  would  hafe  licensed  every  two  hundred  and  forty-fonrth  pei^ 
srm  of  the  population  of  the  city  to  seO  intozicatittg  drink  t  wonid  have  made 
every  thirty-fifth  voter  a  rum-seller?   I  do  not. 

Do  you  believe  the  women  of  Boston  would  spend  tea  thousand  dollars  in  one 
year  in  a  city  frolic,  or  spend  two  or  three  tboosand  every  year,  on  tbe  Ftrarth 
of  Jniy,  for  sky-rockets  and  flre^smekers;  would  spend  four  or  ftve  thousand 
dollars  to  get  their  Canadian  ^'iir^t^  drunk  in  Boston  harbor,  and  then  pretend 
that  Boston  had  not  money  f  nouLjii  to  establish  a  liigh-school  for  prls,  to  teach 
the  daughters  of  mechanics  and  grocers  to  read  French  and  Latin,  and  to  un- 
derstsnd  the  higher  things  which  rich  men*fe  eon^  are  driven  to  at  college  t  I 
do  not. 

Do  you  believe  that  the  women  of  Boston,  in  1831,  would  have  spent  three  or 
four  thousand  dollars  to  kidnap  a  poor  man,  and  have  taken  all  the  chains 
which  belonged  to  the  city  and  put  them  round  the  court-house,  and  have 
drilled  tliree  hundred  men,  armed  with  bludgeona  and  cutlasses,  to  steal  a  man 
and  carry  bim  back  to  davery  t  I  do  not.  Do  yon  fliink,  if  the  women  bad 
bad  the  control,  "fifteen  hundred  men  of  property  and  standing*'  would  have 
volunteered  to  take  a  poor  mnn,  kidnapped  in  Boston,  and  conduct  him  ont  of 
the  State,  with  fire  and  sword  ?   1  believe  no  such  thing.  « 

Do  yon  think  the  women  of  Boston  would  take  tbe  pooiest  and  must  unfortu- 
nate diildren  in  the  town,  put  them  all  together  into  one  school,  making  that 
the  most  miserable  in  the  city,  where  they  had  not  and  could  not  have  half  the 
advantages  of  the  other  ehildren  in  different  9eho<»ls,  and  all  thnt  because  the  un- 
fortunates were  dark-colored  i  Do  you  think  the  women  of  Boston  would  shut  a 
bright  boy  out  of  the  High-School  or  Latln-8cbool,  because  he  waa  blade  in  the 
facet 

Womt- n  arc  said  to  be  cowardly.  When  Thomas  Sims,  out  of  bis  dungeon, 
sent  to  the  churches  his  petition  fnr  their  prayers,  had  women  been  "the  Chris- 
tian clergy,''  do  you  believe  they  would  not  have  dared  to  pray  t 

If  women  had  a  vxnoe  in  the  affidrs  of  Ifassacbnsetts,  do  you  think  tb^  would 
ever  have  made  laws  so  that  a  iasy  husband  could  devour  all  tbe  substance  of 
his  active  wifi»-H^lite  of  ber  wii<h  ;  so  that  a  drunken  husband  could  command 
her  bodily  presence  in  his  lontldy  bouse;  and  when  an  infamnus  man  was  di- 
vorced from  his  wife,  that  be  couid  keep  all  the  children  ?   I  confc'^.s  I  do  not. 
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If  the  nffnirs  of  the  nation  had  been  nnrlcr  womnn's  joint  control,  I  doubt 
that  wl'  should  have  butcliercd  the  Indirins  with  such  exterminating  saviujerr, 
that,  in  tiftj  years,  we  should  have  spent  seven  hundred  millions  of  dollurs  for 
v«r,  and  now,  in  time  of  peace,  eend  twenty  annnal  miUiont  more  to  tbe  same 
waste.  I  donbt  that  we  should  have  spread  slarery  into  nine  new  Scatn,  and 
tnride  it  national.  I  think  the  Fugitive  Slave  bill  would  never  hAve  been  an 
act.    Woman  hn;^  some  respect  for  tlic  nntural  law  of  God. 

I  know  men  .say  w  oman  can  not  uumaue  tbe  great  affairs  of  a  nation.  Very 
wen.  Government  is  political  eeonomy— national  hoosekeepin?.  Does  any 
respectable  woman  keep  house  so  badly  as  the  United  States?  with  so  mocb 
bribery,  so  much  corruption,  so  much  c|uarrcllinp  in  the  domestic  councils  ? 

Rnt  croTemment  is  also  political  morality,  it  is  national  ethir^.  T-^  tlx-re  any 
worthy  woman  who  rules  her  household  as  wickedly  as  the  natious  are  ruled  ? 
who  hires  bullies  to  fight  fbr  her  ?  Is  there  any  woman  who  treats  one-sixth 
port  of  her  household  as  if  they  were  cattle  and  not  creatures  of  God.  as  if  they 
were  things  and  not  persons  ?  T  know  of  none  snch.  In  |L(overnment  as  hoose- 
ke<  pin'„',  or  cjovernment  as  morality,  1  tliink  man  mnkos  a  very  iK>or  appear- 
ance, when  he  says  woman  could  not  do  as  well  as  he  has  done  and  is  doiug. 

[  donbt  that  women  wilt  ever,  as  a  general  thing,  take  the  same  interest  aa 
men  in  political  affinirs.  or  And  therein  an  abiding  satisfiMStion.  But  that  is  fw 
women  themscb c-^  to  ilt  trrniinc  not  f  r  men. 

In  ordtr  to  attain  the  end — the  development  of  man  in  body  and  spirit — 
human  institutions  must  represent  all  parts  of  human  nature,  both  the  mascu- 
line and  the  feminine  element.  For  the  well-being  of  the  hnman  race,  we  need 
the  joint  action  of  man  and  woman,  in  the  ftmllj,  the  community,  the 
Cliurch,  and  the  State.  A  family  without  the  presence  of  woman — \Titli  no 
mother,  no  wife,  no  sister,  no  womankind — is  a  sad  thing.  I  think  a  commu- 
nity without  woman's  equal  social  action,  a  church  without  her  equal  ecclesias- 
tical action,  and  a  State  without  her  equal  political  action.  Is  almost  aa  had-ia 
▼ery  much  what  a  house  would  be  without  a  mother,  wife,  sister,  or  friend. 

Yon  see  wliat  prevail-:  in  the  rliri-tinn  civilization  of  the  nineteenth  century; 
it  is  Force — fon:e  of  body,  force  of  brain.  There  is  little  justice,  little  philan- 
thropy, little  piety.  Selfishness  preponderates  everywhere  in  Christendom — 
indiTldual,  domestic  social,  ecclesiastical,  national  selllshnese.  It  ia  preached 
as  gospel  and  enacted  as  law.  It  is  thought  good  ix>litical  economy  for  n 
strong  jwople  to  devour  the  weak  nations  :  for  "Christian"  England  and  Amer- 
ica to  plnmirr  t)ie  "heathen"  and  annex  their  land  ;  for  a  strong  class  to 
Oppref's  and  ruin  the  feeble  class;  for  the  capitalists  of  England  to  pauperize 
the  poor  white  laborer;  fbr  the  capitalista  of  America  to  enalaTO  the  poorer  black 
laborer ;  for  a  strong  man  to  oppress  the  weak  men ;  for  the  sharper  to  buy 
labor  too  cheap,  and  sell  its  product  too  dear.  an<l  so  grow  rich  by  making 
many  poor.  Hence,  nation  is  arrayed  against  nation,  class  against  class,  man 
against  man.  Nay,  it  is  commonly  taught  that  mankind  is  arrayed  against 
God,  and  God  against  man ;  that  tlie  world  is  a  nniTerval  discord :  that  there 
is  no  iolldarity  of  man  with  man,  of  man  with  God.  I  fear  wc  shall  r.ever  get 
fn  berond  this  tlieory  and  this  practice,  until  wnman  has  her  natural  rights 
the  <  i|uid  f)f  man.  and  takes  her  natural  place  in  regulating  the  atfairs  of  the 
family,  the  community,  the  Church,  and  the  State.  It  seems  to  me  God  has 
ticasurcil  up  a  reserved  power  In  the  noture  of  woman  to  correct  many  of  those 
evils  which  are  Christendom's  dii^raee  to-day. 
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CiieomttaiiceB  help  or  hinder  our  development,  a&d  are  one  of  the  two  forces 
wUch  dotermine  tiie  aetul  eluracter  ofV  natioii  or  of  mankiDd.  at  any  special 

period.  Hitherto,  amongst  men,  ciroumstancos  havo  favored  the  drvplopnient 
of  only  intellectual  power,  in  ail  its  forms — chietiy  in  its  lower  forms.  At 
present,  mankind,  as  a  whole,  haa  the  superiority  over  womnnkiad,  as  a  whole, 
in  an  tint  pertaina  to  Intellect,  the  higber  and  the  lower.  Man  baa  knowledge, 
haa  ideaa,  has  adminSatratiTe  aUll ;  enacts  the  rules  of  conduct  for  the  individ- 
ual, the  family,  the  community,  the  Church,  the  Stute,  and  the  world.  lie 
api>li('>*  those  rules  of  conduct  to  life,  and  so  controls  the  grcit  affiiirs  of  the 
human  race.  You  see  wliat  a  world  he  has  made  of  it.  There  is  male  vigor  in 
tbia  dTiHzatlon,  miscalled  Christian";  and  in  its  leading  nations  thm  are 
indORtry  and  enterprlae,  which  never  fail.  There  ia  adence,  Hteratore,  legisla* 
tion,  agriculture,  manufactures,  mining,  commfrce,  aucb  as  the  worhl  ncvi  r 
saw.  With  tlip  viiror  of  war.  the  Anglo-Saxon  now  works  the  workn  of  pence. 
Englind  ubi'Unds  in  wealth — richest  of  lands ;  but  look  at  her  poor,  her  vast 
army  i>f  paupers,  two  million  strong,  the  Irish  whom  she  drivea  with  the  hand 
of  Ihmine  across  the  sea.  Martin  Luther  was  right  when  he  said  :  "  The  richer 
the  nation,  the  ]>nnrer  the  poor."  T.ook  nt  the  cities  of  Enirhmd  and  America. 
What  riches,  what  rctinenient,  what  culture  of  mnn  and  woman  too  !  Ay;  but 
what  poverty,  what  ignorance,  what  beas-tliness  of  man  and  woman  too  !  The 
(Hiriaiian  citiliaation  of  the  nineteenth  ceatniy  is  wdl  snmmed  np  in  London 
and  New  York—the  two  Ibci  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  tribe,  which  control  the 
shape  of  the  world's  commercial  ellipse.  Look  at  the  riches  and  the  misery ; 
at  the  "religious  enterprise"  and  the  heathen  darkness;  at  the  virtue,  the 
decorum,  and  the  beauty  of  woman  well-born  and  well  bred ;  and  at  the  wild 
sea  of  prostitolioii,  which  swells  and  breaka  and  dashes  against  the  bulwarks 
of  society— every  ripple  waa  a  woman  once ! 

Oh,  brother-men,  whn  make  these  things,  is  this  a  pleasant  sight  '{  Does 
your  literature  complain  <if  it — i)f  the  waste  of  human  life,  the  slaughter  of 
human  souls,  the  butchery  of  woman  ?  British  literature  begins  to  wail,  in 
*'inebolaa  Nickleby"  and  "Jane  Eyre"  and  **Marj  Barton"  and  Alton 
Locke,''  in  many  a  **SoDg  of  the  Shirt";  but  the  reepectable  literature  of 
America  is  deit  a-j  a  cent  to  tlie  outcri'  of  hunmnity  expiring  in  agonies.  It  is 
busy  with  Calitornia,  or  the  Presidency,  or  extolling  iniquity  in  hi-^di  places, 
or  flattering  the  vulgar  vanity  which  buys  its  dross  for  gold.  It  can  not  even 
imitate  the  phiUnthropy  of  English  letters;  it  ia*'up"  for  Calilbrnia  and  a 
market  Does  not  the  Church  speak  ?— the  Engliah  Church,  with  its  millions 
of  money  ;  the  American,  with  its  millions  of  men — both  wont  to  bay  the  ni'ion 
of  foreign  heathenii^tn  ?  The  Church  is  a  dumb  doj:,  that  ran  not  bark,  sleep- 
ing, lying  down,  loving  to  slumber.  It  is  a  church  without  woman,  believing 
in  a  male  and  jealous  God,  and  rejoicing  in  a  botudlesa,  endless  hell  I 

Hitherto,  with  woman,  circumstances  have  hindered  the  derelopment  of 
intellectual  power,  in  all  its  fortns.  She  has  not  knowledge,  has  not  ideas  or 
practical  skill  to  equal  the  force  of  man.  Put  circ:iin,«t.inces  have  favored  the 
derdopment  of  pure  and  lofty  emotion  in  advance  of  man.  She  has  moral 
fbeling.  aflbctioaal  feeling,  religious  feeling,  fkr  in  advance  of  man  ;  her  moral, 
alfectional,  and  religious  intuitions  are  deeper  and  more  trustworthy  than  his. 
Here  she  is  emitient,  as  he  is  in  knox\  Icdcre  in  i.h  as,  in  administrative  skill. 

I  think  man  wid  always  lead  in  aifairs  of  intellect— of  reason,  imagination 
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untlcr^tanding— he  has  the  hiirsjor  l>rain  :  hut  thut  wrunan  will  always  loul  in 

affiurs  of  emotion — morul,  atiectional.  religious — slie  has  (lie  better  heart,  the 

traer  iatnfflon  of  tlie  right,  (he  lovely,  the  holy.    The  literature  of  women  in 

thi«  oeatury  ig  juster*  more  phiUmthropio,  more  retigioiis,  than  that  of  men.  \ 

Do  you  not  hear  the  cry  which,  in  New  Kngland,  S  woman  is  raising  iu  the 

world's  ears  against  the  foul  wronjf  which  Anierira  i-;  working  in  the  w.irlrl  ? 

Do  you  not  hear  the  echo  of  that  woman's  voice  come  over  the  Atlaniic  

returned  ftom  European  eboraa  in  many  a  tongue— French,  German,  Italian, 
Swedish,  Daniah,  RuMian,  Dutch  t  How  a  woman  touehea  the  world's  heart  t 
bccausp  ^ho  speaks  juetice,  speaks  piety,  speaks  love.  What  voice  is  strongest, 
raised  iu  continental  Europe,  pleading  for  the  oppreeaed  and  down-trodden ? 
That  also  is  a  woman's  voice  I 

Well,  we  want  the  ezeeHeooe  of  man  and  woman  both  united ;  intellectual 
power,  knowledge,  great  ideas— in  Htemtura,  phihwophy,  theology,  ethics— and 
practical  skill ;  but  wc  want  something  better— the  moral,  affectional,  religious 
intuition,  to  put  justice  into  elhics.  love  into  theology,  piety  into  science  and 
Jetters.  Everywhere  in  the  family,  the  community,  the  Church,  and  the  State, 
we  want  the  mascnline  and  iSeminine  element  cooperating  and  conjoined. 
Woman  is  to  corrtn  t  matt*k  taste,  mend  his  morals,  excite  his  affections,  inspire 
his  religious  faculties.  Man  is  to  quicken  her  intellect,  to  help  her  will,  trans- 
l\tc  her  sentiments  to  \(\pm,  and  enact  them  inro  riijliteoiis  laws.  Plan's  fnoral 
action,  at  best,  is  only  a  sort  of  general  human  providence,  aiming  at  the  wel- 
fare of  a  part,  and  aatis6ed  with  aohiering  the  ''greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number."  Woman*a  moral  action  is  mora  like  a  spedal  boman  providence, 
acting  without  general  rules,  but  caring  for  each  particular  case.  We  need  • 
both  of  th  ese,  the  general  and  the  special,  to  make  a  total  human  providence. 

If  man  and  woman  are  counted  equivalent — equal  in  rights,  though  with 
diTone  powcn,-Hiban  we  not  mend  tira  literature -of  tira  world,  its  theology, 
its'  sdenoe,  its  laws,  and  its  actions  toot  I  can  not  believe  that  wealth  and 
^vant  are  to  stand  ever  side  by  side  as  desperate  foes;  that  culture  nnisi  ride 
<  Illy  on  tlie  back  of  ignoranrc ;  and  feminine  virtue  be  guarded  by  the  degra- 
iiation  of  whole  clasaea  of  ill-btarred  men,  as  in  the  East,  or  the  degradation 
of  whole  classes  of  ill«tsmid  women,  as  in  the  West;  but  while  we  neglect  the 
means  4^  hdp  God  pots  in  our  power,  why,  the  prewnt  must  be  litce  the  past— 
'^poperty  "  mu^t  be  thefl,  "  law  *'  the  strength  of  selfish  will,  and  "Christian, 
ity  **— what  we  see  it  is,  the  apology  for  erery  powerfiil  wrong. 

To  every  wmnan  let  me  say— Beepoct  your  nature  as  a  human  being,  your 
natore  as  a  woman ;  then  respect  your  rights,  then  remember  your  duty  to 
possess,  to  use,  to  develops  and  to  cqjoy  erery  fiumlty  wbidi  God  has  given 
yoo,  eoch  in  its  normal  way. 

And  to  men  let  me  say — Respect,  with  the  profoundest  reverence,  respect 
the  motlier  that  bore  you,  the  sisters  who  bless  you,  the  woman  that  you  love, 
the  woman  that  yon  many.  As  yon  sedc  to  possess  your  own  manly  rights, 
seek  also,  by  that  great  arm.  by  tlmt  power  Ad  braiii,  seek  to  yindicate  her 
riglit>j  as  woman,  as  your  own  as  man.  Then  we  may  see  better  things  in  the 
Church,  better  things  in  the  Stale,  in  the  Comuuiuity,  in  the  Home.  Then  the 
green  shall  show  what  buds  it  bid,  the  buds  shall  blossom,  tlie  flowers  bear  * 
frdt,  and  the  blessing    God  be  on  ns  all 


Digitized  by  Google 


Faulina  Ktlloytj,  283 
BEUmSCBNCES  OF  PAULINA  WRIGHT  DAVIS. 

BT  K.  C.  8. 

Hearing  that  niy  friend  had  retunicil  from  Europe  too  ill  to  leave 
her  room,  I  hastened  to  lier  charming  home  in  the  suburbs  of  Prov- 
jdence^  Rhode  Idand.  There  in  her  pleasant  chamber,  bright  with 
the  simshiii^  of  a  dear  December  day,*  snrronnded  widi  her  books 
and  fdetores  of  her  own  paiiiting,  looking  ont  on  an  extendye 
.  lawn,  grand  old  treee»  and  the  bnay  dtj  in  the  diBtance,  we  passed 
three  happy  days  together  reviewing  onr  own  lives,  the  progress 
of  the  reforms  we  advocated,  and  in  speculations  of  the  unknown 
world.  In  my  lirief  skctcli  of  the  "Woman's  Rights  Movement*' 
and  its  leaders  for  the  "Eminent  Women  of  the  Age,"  I  made  no 
moTition  of  Mrs.  Davis<,  being  ignorant  of  the  main  facta  of  her  life. 
I  waited  for  her  return  from  Florida,  until  it  was  too  late,  as  the 
work  was  hurried  to  press.  Hence  1  was  glad  of  thi:^  opportunity  to 
dot  down  fresh  from  lirr  own  lips  some  of  the  incidents  and  per> 
Sonal  experiences  of  lier  life. 

Paulina  Kellogg  was  hm  n  in  Bloomtield,  New  York,  the  very  day 
Capt.  Hall  delivered  up  the  lort  at  Detroit.  Her  father,  Capt.  Kel- 
logg, being  a  volunteer  in  the  army  at  that  time,  would  often  jocose- 
ly refer  to  those  two  great  evento  on  the  7di  of  August,  1813.  Her 
giandf ather  Saxton  was  a  colonel  in  the  Revolntion,  and  on  Lafayette's 
staff.  Both  her  faliher  and  mother  possessed  great  personal  beauty, 
and  were  devotedly  attached  to  each  other,  and  were  alike  oonserva- 
tive  in  their  opinions  and  asaodationB.  When  Panlina  was  four 
years  old  her  grandfather  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  at  Cambria, 
near  Niagara  Falls,  where  all  liis  children  settled.  That  trip  was 
the  first  memory  of  her  childhood.  A  cavalcade  of  six  army 
wagons,  men,  women,  children,  horses,  cattle,  dogs,  hens,  pushed 
their  wcjiry  way  eleven  days  through  wild  woods,  cutting  their  own 
roadf!,  and  fording  creeks  and  rivers.  Crossing  the  (renesee  in 
a  scow,  one  ininiense  cow  walke(l  off  into  the  water,  others  followed 
and  swam  ashore.  The  little  girl  thinking  that  everythiug  was  go- 
ing overboard,  trem1»led  like  an  asj>cn  leaf  until  she  felt  herself  safe 
un  laud.  The  picnics  under  the  trees,  the  beds  in  the  wagons  drawn 
up  in  a  circle  to  keep  the  cattle  in,  the  friendly  meetings  with  the 
Indians,  all  charmed  her  chOdish  fancies,  llie  sammer  the  iirst 
bridge  was  built  to  Goat  Island,  her  undo  caught  her  in  his  arms, 
ran  across  the  beams,  and  set  her  down,  saying:  ''There,  yon  are 
probably  the  first  white  child  that  ever  set  foot  on  Goat  IsUnd.** 

*  In  the  year  1875. 


Digitized  by  Google 


284  History  of  Woman  Suffrage, 


When  seTen  j  ears  old  she  waa  adopted  by  an  aunt,  and  moved  to 
Le  Aoy,  New  Tork,  wliere  she  w»  edneated.  Her  aont  was  a 
Btriot  orthodox  Presbyterian,  a  stem,  strong  Pmitau.  Her  life  in 
her  new  home  was  sad  and  solitary,  and  one  of  ooostant  restraint. 
In  the  natural  reaction  of  the  human  mind,  with  soeh  early  expe- 
riences, we  can  readily  account  for  Paulina's  love  of  freedom,  and 
courage  in  attaoking  the  wrongs  of  -  sodefy.  In  referring  to  these 
early  years,  she  said :  I  was  not  a  happy  child,  nor  a  happy  woman, 
until  in  mature  life,  I  outgrew  my  early  rdigions  faith,  and  felt  free 
to  think  and  act  from  my  own  convictions."  Having  joined  the 
diorch  in  extreme  youth,  and  being  morbidly  conBcieiitioiis,  she 
siiflFered  constant  torment  about  her  own  sins,  and  those  of  her  neigh- 
bors. She  was  a  religious  entlmsiast,  and  in  time  of  revivals  was 
one  of  the  bright  and  shining  lights  in  exhortation  and  prayer. 

She  was  roused  to  thought  (»n  woman's  positioti  by  n  «ii>.'ussit)n  in 
tlie  church  as  to  whether  women  should  be  permitted  to  speak  and 
pray  in  promiscuous  ass4.'uii)lies,  Snuie  of  the  deacons  prott'.-tcil 
against  a  pnu-tiee,  in  ordiuarv  times,  that  miglit  be  tolerated  during 
seasons  of  revival.  But  those  who  had  discovered  their  gifts  in 
times  of  excitement  were  not  so  easily  remanded  to  silence ;  and 
tiius  the  Ohureh  was  distracted  then  as  now  with  the  troublesome 
question  of  woman's  ri^ts.  SiHuetimes  a  liberal  pastor  would  ac- 
cord a  latitude  denied  by  the  elders  and  deacons,  and  sometimes  one 
church  would  be  more  liberal  than  others  in  the  same  neighborhood, 
or  synod;  hence  individuals  and  congregations  were  continually 
persecuted  and  anaigned  for  violation  of  church  discipline  and  God's 
law,  according  to  man's  narrow  interpretation.  Thus,"  she  says, 
"my  mind  was  confused  and  uncertain  with  c  nili  -ting  emotions 
and  opinions  in  regjird  to  all  homan  relations.  And  it  was  many 
yeare  before  I  understood  the  philosophy  of  life,  before  I  learned 
that  happin(^*^s  did  not  depend  on  outward  conditions.  \mt  on  the 
harmony  within,  on  the  tastes,  sentiments,  affections,  and  ambitious 
of  the  individual  soul." 

On  leavitig  school,  Paulina  had  made  up  her  mind  to  he  a  njis- 
siMiK.i  v  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  as  that  was  the  Mecca  iu  those 
days  to  which  all  pious  young  women  desired  to  go.  But  after  live 
tuontbs  of  ardent  courtship,  Mr.  Francis  Wright,  a  young  merchant 
of  wealth  and  position  in  Utica,  New  York,  persuaded  her  that  there 
were  heathen  enough  in  dtica  to  call  out  all  the  religious  zeal  she 
pofiiessed,  to  say  nothing  of  himself  as  the  chief  of  sinners,  hence  in 
special  need  of  her  ministrations. 

So  they  began  life  together,  worshiped  iu  Bethel  church,  and  de- 
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Toted  themeelvfifi  to  the  varioiiB  reforms  that  in  tarn  attracted  their 
attention.  They  took  an  active  part  in  the  arrangementa  for  the 
fiivt  Anti^very  Oonvention,  held  in  Utiea,  Oct  ^1, 1885,  a  day 
on  which  antidaveiy  meetings  were  mobbed  and  violently  dispersed 
in  different  parts  of  the  country.  It  was  at  this  meeting  that  Qer^ 
rit  Sinitli  irave  in  his  adhesion  to  the  anti-plavery  movement  and 
abandoned  the  idea  of  the  colonization  of  s]aves  to  Liberia.  As  tlie 
mob  would  not  permit  a  meeting  to  be  lield  in  Utica,  Mr.  Smith 
invited  them  to  Peterboro,  where  tliev  adjourned.  It  was  a  fenrful 
•  day  for  Abolitionists  throus^hout  that  city,  as  the  mob  of  roiiirhs  was 
backed  by  its  leading  men.  Mr.  Wright's  house  wiis  surrounded, 
piazzas  and  fences  torn  down  and  piled  up  with  wood  and  hay 
against  it,  with  the  evident  intention  of  l)urniug  it  down.  But 
several  ladies  who  had  come  to  attend  tlie  Convention  were  st^iying 
there,  and,  as  was  their  custom,  they  had  family  prayers  that  night. 
The  leaders  of  the  mob  peeping  through  the  windows,  saw  a  number 
of  women  on  their  knees,  and  the  sight  seemed  to  soften  their  wrath 
and  change  their  poipose^  for  ^they  qnietly  withdrew  their  forces, 
leaving  the  women  in  nndistarbed  possession  of  the  house.  The 
attitude  of  the  Church  at  this  time  being  strongly  pro-slavery,  Hr. 
and  Mrs.  Wright  withdrew,  as  most  Abolitionists  did,  firom  all 
dinrch  organizations,  and  henceforth  tiidr  religious  ze^il  was  con- 
centrated on  the  anti-slavery,  temperance,  and  womati's  rights  re- 
forms. Thus  passed  twelve  years  of  happiness  in  mutual  improve- 
ment and  co-operation  in  every  good  work.  Having  no  children, 
they  devoted  themselves  unreservedly  to  one  another.  P>nt  Mr. 
Wright,  being  a  man  of  great  executive  ability,  was  continually 
overworkiuir,  taxing  his  powers  of  mind  and  body  to  the  uttermost, 
until  his  delicate  organization  gave' way  and  his  life  prematurely 
ended. 

Having  occupied  her  leisure  hours  in  the  study  of  anatomy  and 
physiology,  Mn.  Wright  gave  a  course  of  lectures  to  women.  As 
eariy  as  18i^  she  began  this  pnUte  work.  She  imported  from  Paris 
the  first  fmm$  modde  that  was  ever  brought  to  this  oountiy.  She 
tells  many  amusing  anecdotes  of  the  effect  of  unveilmg  this  manikin 
in  the  presence  of  a  class  of  ladies.  Some  trembled  with  ^ar,  the 
delicacy  of  others  was  sliocked,  but  their  weaknesses  were  overcome 
as  their  sctentific  curiosity  was  awakened.  Many  of  Mrs.  Wright's 
pupils  were  among  the  tirst  to  enter  the  colleges,  hospitals,  and  dis- 
secting-rooms, and  to  become  successful  practitioners  of  the  healing 
art. 

While  lecturing  in  Baltimore,  a    Friend/'  by  the  name  of  Anna 
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Needles,  attended  the  coui-se.  Another  Friend,"  seeing  her  fre- 
tjueiitly  pass,  hailed  lur  on  one  occasion,  and  said.  "Anna,  where 
does  tlieo  go  ^vcrvday?*'  "I  goto  hear  Mrs.  Wright  lecture.'* 
"  Wiiat,  Anna,  d-Ms  thee  go  to  hear  that  Fanny  Wright  ?"  "Oil, 
no  I  Paulina  Wright ! "  "Ah  I  I  warn  thee,  do  not  go  near  her, 
she  is  of  the  same  specie^«/'  Many  wctnicn,  now  supporting  thein- 
selves  in  e:use,  gi  uteiuUy  acknowledge  her  iulluence  in  directing  their 
livc8  to  some  active  pursuits. 

Thus  passed  the  four  years  of  her  widowed  life,  lecturing  to 
women  through  most  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  States. 

In  1849,  she  was  married  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  Davis,  a  solid, 
nohle  man  of  wealth  and  position,  who  has  since  been  a  member  of 
the  Khode  Island  Legislature  seven  years,  and  swved  one  term  in 
Congress.  As  he  is  very  modest  and  retiring  in  his  nature,  I  will 
not  enumerate  his  good  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  lest  he  should  be 
pained  at  seeing  himself  in  print ;  and  perhaps  the  highest  praise 
for  a  true  man  is  never  to  be  spoken  of  at  all."  With  several  suc- 
cesstve  summers  in  Newport  and  winters  in  Providence,  Mrs.  Davis 
gave  more  time  to  fashionable  society  than  she  ever  had  at  any 
period  of  her  life. 

Wlien  her  hushnnd  was  elected  to  Congress,  in  1S53,  she  accom- 
panied liiin  to  Washington  and  made  many  valual)le  acquaintances. 
As  ?he  had  already  called  the  tirst  National  Woman  SutlVaire 
Convention,  and  started  T/ie  Una,  the  tii-st  distinctively  woman's 
rights  journal  ever  published,  and  was  supposed  to  be  a  fair  repre- 
sentative of  the  odious,  strong-minded  "  Bloomer,"  the  ladies  at 
their  hotd,  alter  some  consultation,  decided  to  ignore  her,  as  far 
as  possible.  But  a  lady  of  her  fine  appearance,  attractive  manners, 
and  general  intelligence,  whose  society  was  sought  by  the  most  cul- 
tivated gentlemen  in  the  house,  could  not  be  very  long  ostracised  by 
the  ladies. 

What  a  writer  in  the  BrUith  Quarterly  for  Jannary,  says  of  Mrs. 
John  Stuart  Hill,  applies  with  equal  fofoe  to  Mrs.  Davis.  '*She 
eeems  to  have  been  s:ived  from  the  coarseness  and  strenuous  tone  of 
the  typical  strong-minded  woman,  although  probably  some  of  her 
opinions  might  shock  staid  people  who  are  innocent  alike  of  philos- 
ophy and  the  doctrines  of  the  new  era."  Though  in  fact  this  typi- 
cal strong-minded  woman  of  whom  we  hear  so  much  in  England 
and  America,  is  after  all  a  myth  "  ;  for  the  very  best  specimens  of 
womanhood  in  both  countries  are  those  who  thoroughly  respect 
themselves,  and  maintain  their  politic^al,  civil,  and  social  rights. 
For  nearly  three  years  Mrs.  Davis  continued  The  Una^  publishing 
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it  entirely  at  lier  own  expense.  It  took  the  broade.-t  iriuusul  claimed 
tiMlav:  indi\  idual  freedom  in  the  State,  tlie  Chnrcli.  and  the  li«»me; 
%vonmn'6  equality  and  sutfrgLre  a  natural  right.  In  1859,  she  visited 
Europe  for  the  lii-^t  time,  and  spent  a  year  traveling  in  France, 
Italy,  Austria,  and  Germany,  giving  her  leisure  hours  to  picture 
l^alleries  and  the  study  of  art.  She  made  many  Tsluabld  friends  on 
this  trip,  regained  her  hefdth,  and  returned  home  to  work  with  re- 
newed zeal  for  the  eofranehisement  of  woman. 

Having  decided  to  celebrate  the  second  decade  of  the  Kational 
Woman  Snffrage  movement,  in  New  York,  Mrs.  Davis  took  charge 
of  all  the  preliminary  arranfi^mentB,  including  the  foreign  corre- 
epondence.  She  gave  a  good  report  at  the  opening  session  of  the 
Convention,  of  what  had  been  accomplished  in  the  twenty  years, 
and  puhlished  the  proceedings  in  pamphlet  form,  at  her  own  ex- 
pense. One  of  Mrs.  Davis'  favorite  ideas  was  a  "Woman's  Congress 
in  Washington,  to  meet  every  year,  to  consider  the  national  ques- 
tions demanding  popidar  action;  especially  to  present  them  in  their 
moral  and  humanitarian  hearings  and  relations,  while  our  represen- 
tatives discussed  them,  as  men  usually  <lo,  from  the  material,  tinan- 
cial,  and  statistical  points  of  view.  In  this  way  only,  said  she,  ''can 
the  complete  idea  on  any  question  ever  l)e  realized.  All  legislation 
must  necessarily  be  fragmentary,  so  long  as  one-half  the  race  give 
no  thought  whatever  on  the  subject." 

In  1871,  Mrs.  Davis,  with  her  niece  and  adopted  daughter,  again 
▼tsited  Eorope,  and  pnrsaed  her  studies  of  art,  spending  mach  time 
in  Julian's  Itfe  studio,  the  only  one  open  to  women.  She  took  lessons 
<d  Oarl  Marko  in  Florence.  When  in  Paris  she  spent  hours  eveiy 
4ay  copying  in  the  Louvre  and  Luzembonig.  The  walls  of  her  home 
were  decorated  with  many  fine  copies,  and  a  few  of  her  own  crea- 
tions. Her  enthusiasm  for  both  art  and  reform  may  seem  to  some 
ft  singular  combination ;  but  with  her  view  of  life,  it  was  a  natural 
one.  Believing,  as  she  did,  in  the  realization  of  the  ultimate  equal- 
ity of  the  human  family,  and  the  possibility  of  the  race  sometime 
attaining  comparative  perfection,  when  all  would  be  well-fed,  clothed, 
sheltered,  and  educate^l ;  humanitv  in  its  |>overty,  ig?iorance,  and 
deformity,  were  to  lu  r  l»nt  tlie  first  rude  sketch  on  the  canvas,  to 
be  ])ei'fected  by  the  skillful  hand  of  the  (^reat  Artist.  Ilenee  she 
labored  with  faitli  and  entliusiasm  to  realize  her  ideal  alike  in  both 
cases. 

In  Naples  she  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mary  Somerville,  then 
in  her  ninetieth  year.  She  found  her  quite  conversant  with  Amer- 
ican affairs,  and  she  expressed  great  pleasure  in  reading  Mrs.  Davis' 
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'  history  of  the  Bu&age  movem^it  in  this  country.  There  too  abe 
met  Mrs.  Merrycoyf,  a  bright,  aooompli shed  woinnn,  a  sister  of  Jose- 
phine Butler,  and  like  lu  r,  engaged  in  ^nglish  reforms.  She  had 
many  diaeuseions  with  Mrs.  Proby,  the  wife  of  tlie  English  Ck>nsul, 
who  thought  Mrs.  Davis  was  wasting  her  efforts  for  the  elevation  of 
woman,  as  slie  considered  it  a  hopeless  case  to  make  wonien  rational 
and  self-reliant.  However,  before  they  parted,  Mrs.  Davis  inspired 
her  with  some  faith  in  her  own  se.x.  I  read  a  very  interesting  letter 
from  Mra.  Prtjby  acknowledging  the  benefit  derived  fi-oni  her  ac- 
quaintance with  Mrs.  Davis,  in  giving  her  new  hojxj  for  woman.  At 
Kome  she  received  the  blessing  of  the  Pope,  and  met  P^re  Hya- 
cinthe  and  his  charming  wife,  and  attended  one  of  his  lectures,  but 
the  crowd  was  so  great  she  conld  not  got  in,  so  she  went  the  Sunday 
after  to  hear  the  prayers  for  the  Pope  and  the  Church  against  the 
influence  of  the  dangerous  P^.  She  nys:  *'It  was  a  most  im* 
pr^sBive  oocasion,  the  immense  crowd,  the  grand  music  swelling 
through  the  arches  of  that  vast  cathedra],  the  responses  of  the 
ten  thousand  voices,  rolling  like  tlio  i^reat  tidal  waves  of  the 
mighty  ocean,  were  altogether  snblime  beyond  description."  At 
Paris  she  met  Mrs.  Crawford,  wife  of  tlie  corresponding  editor  of 
Hie  London  Thiirs,  a  woman  of  line  conversational  })ovverfi,  and  a 
brilliant  writer,  now  the  Paris  correspondent  of  7y«'  New  York 
Tribune.  She  found  her  a  woman  of  very  liberal  opinions.  At 
one  of  her  breakfasts  she  met  Martin,  the  historian,  and  several 
members  of  the  Assomblv.  She  also  visited  the  Couiitt.'Ss  Dehw-oste, 
who  sympatliized  deeply  with  the  republican  movomenl,  and  had  con- 
cealed Clnsaret  three  months  in  her  house.  There  she  met  several 
distinguished  Russians  and  Frendunen.  In  London  she  attended 
one  of  Mrs.  Peter  Taylor's  receptions,  where  she  met  Mrs.  Marga- 
ret Lucas,  sister  of  John  Bri^t,  and  other  notables.  She  visited 
Josephine  Butler  at  her  home  in  Liverpool  Friends  sent  her  tick, 
ets  of  admission  to  the  lady's  gallery,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  she  heard  Jacob  Bright  make  his  opening  si>eech  on  the 
woman's  disability  hill,  and  Fawcett,  the  blind  member,  also  on  the 
same  bill.  And  with  all  these  distinguished  people,  in  different 
countries,  speaking  different  languages,  she  found  the  same  interest 
in  the  progressive  ideas  that  had  gladdened  and  intcusitied  her  own 
life. 

On  the  20th  of  Mav  she  sailed  for  America,  and  reached  her  home 
in  safety,  but  the  disease  lliat  had  been  threatening  her  for  years 
(rheumatic  gout)  began  to  develop  itself,  until  in  the  autumn  she  was 
confined  to  her  room,  and  unable  at  times  even  to  walk.    It  wtis 
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tiiiu  I  found  her  in  a  lai^  arm^liair  quietly  making  all  her  prepa* 
rations  for  die  Bnnnj  land,  resigned  to  stay  or  to  go,  to  accept  the 
inevitable,  whatever  that  might  be.*  As  she  was  an  enthosiaBtio 
gplritnalist,  the  coming  jonmey  was  not  to  her  an  unknown  realm, 
but  an  inviting  home  where  the  fiiends  of  her  earlier  days  were 
waiting  with  f^aA  hearts  to  give  her  tlis  hmvenly  welcome. 


*  See  Appendix. 

19 


CllAFTEU  IX. 

iin>iAKA  Ain>  wisooirsm. 

Indiana  ML-8ionan,-  Station— (ico.  Aithur  St.  Clafr— Indian  sorpriaes— Thl  ^rrible  war- 
whoop — One  huudred  women  join  the  army,  and  are  killed  flgbtlng  bravt.lj — Pralria 
acboonen— Manufactarw  in  the  iiands  of  womw— Admitted  to  the  Uolon  In  181ft— 
Robert  Me  Owen— Womta  Bafflnge  OonTenUone— Wlteoiwln— O.  L.  Sholee'  report 

Tin-:  earliest  settlement  of  Indiana  was  a  mispionarv  one,  in  1777, 
tliuu^'h  it  was  not  admitted  as  a  Territory  until  ISOO,  then  including 
the  present  States  of  Michigan  and  Illinois.  A  number  of  Indian 
wars  took  place  in  this  part  of  tbe  ooimtry  during  the  twenty-five 
years  between  1780  and  1806.  What  was  known  as  lihe  Northwest 
Territory  was  oif^anized  in  1789,  and  General  Artbor  St  Glair  up- 
pointed  Qovmotf  an  offloe  he  held  mitil  1809.  In  1790  a  war  of . 
annsoally  formidable  character  broke  oat  among  the  Lidian  tribes 
of  the  Northwest  and  in  1791,  St.  Clair  was  created  €^efal-in- 
Ghief  of  the  forces  against  them.  ICany  of  the  settlers  of  this  por- 
tion  of  the  eonntry  joined  hie  army,  among  whom  were  one  huudred 
women,  who  nec  ompanied  their  husbands  in  preference  to  being  left 
at  borne  subject  to  the  surprises  and  tortures  of  the  savages  with 
whom  the  country  was  at  war.  Tn  fjivintir  command  of  these  forces  to 
St.  Clair,  Washington  warned  him  against  unexpected  assaults  from 
the  enemy  ;  but  this  general  who  was  of  foreisrn  birth,  a  Scotchman, 
was  no  inatcli  for  the  cunning  of  his  wily  foo,  who  suddenly  fell  upon 
him,  November  4th,  near  the  Miami  villages  (present  site  of  Terra 
JLaute),  making  great  havoc  among  his  forces. 

When  the  temble  war-whoop  was  heard,  the  heroism  of  these 
handred  women  rose  eqnal  to  the  emergency.  They  did  not  cling 
helplessly  to  their  husbands — the  women  of  those  early  days  were 
made  of  sterner  stuff— bnt  with  pale,  set  fsoes^  they  joined  in  the 
defense,  and  the  records  say,  wete  most  of  them  killed  fighting 
bravely.  They  died  a  soldi^s  death  upon  the  field  of  battle  in  de> 
fmse  of  home  and  country.  They  died  that  the  prairies  of  the 
West  and  the  wilderness  of  the  North  should  at  a  later  period  be- 
come the  peaceful  homes  of  untold  millions  of  men  and  women. 
They  were  the  tme  pioneers  of  the  2^orthwest,  the  advanoe-guard 
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of  drilization,  giving  their  lives  in  battle  agi^iiist  a  terrible  enemy, 
in  order  that  eafetj  eihonld  dwdl  at  the  bearth-etones  of  thoae  who 
should  eetlle  this  garden  of  the  oontineot  at  a  fatnre  period.  His- 
tory is  7017  silent  upon  their  record ;  not  a  name  has  been  preserved ; 

but  we  do  know  that  they  lived,  and  how  they  died,  and  it  is  but 
iitting  that  a  record  of  woman's  work  for  freedom  slmuld  embalm 
their  memory  in  its  pages.  Many  other  women  defended  homes 
and  children  agunst  the  savage  foe,  but  their  deeds  of  heroism  have 

been  forgotten. 

There  is  searcelj  a  portion  of  tlie  world  so  far  from  civilization  as 
Indiana  \v:is  :it  that  day.  No  railroads  spanned  the  continent,  ni:ik- 
inj^  neigbborb  of  people  a  tbouf;ind  miles  apart;  no  steanjUoat  .siiled 
upon  the  Western  lakes,  nor  indeed  upon  the  broad  Atlantic ;  teleg- 
raphj,  with  its  annihilation  of  space,  was  a  marvel  as  yet  unborn  : 
even  the  lucifer  match,  which  shoald  kindle  fire  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eve,  lay  buried  in  the  dark  fntnre.  little  was  known  of  these 
settlements;  the  Genesee  Yalley  of  Ifew  York  was  considered  the 
far  Wsti,  to  whieh  people  traveled  (the  Erie  Canal  was  not  then 
in  existence)  in  stroogy  qningjless  wagons,  over  whieh  huge  hoops, 
covered  with  white  clo1]>,  were  securely  fastened,  thus  sheltering  the 
inmates  from  sun  and  storm.  These  wagons,  afterward  known  as 
^'Prairie  Sdiooners,"  were  for  weeks  and  months  the  traveling 
homes  of  many  a  famih'  of  early  settlers. 

But  even  in  1816  Indiana  could  boast  her  domestic  manufactures, 
for  within  the  State  at  this  time  were  "  two  thousand  five  hundred 
and  twelve  looms  and  two  thousand  seven  hundred  spinning- wheels, 
most  of  tbeni  in  private  cabins,  whose  mistresse.",  bv  their  slow 
agencies,  converted  the  wool  wbicli  their  own  bands  had  often 
sheared,  and  tbe  ilax  which  their  own  lingers  had  pulled,  into  cloth 
for  tbe  family  wardrol>e."* 

Tlius  in  1816  the  manufactures  of  Indiana  were  cbietiy  in  the 
hands  of  its  women.  It  is  upon  the  industries  of  the  country  that 
a  nation  thrives.  Its  manufactures  build  np  its  commerce  and 
make  its  wealth.  From  this  source  the  Cbvemment  derives  the 
revenue  which  is  the  life-blood  drculating  in  its  veins.  Its  strength 
and  its  perpetuity  alike  depend  upon  its  mdustries,  and  when  we 
look  upon  the  work  of  women  throng  all  the  years  of  the  Bepublio^ 
and  remember  their  patriotio  self-devotion  and  self-sacrifice  at  eveiy 
important  crisis,  we  are  no  less  amazed  at  the  ingratitude  of  the 
connby  for  their  services  ua  war  than  at  its  non-recognition  of  their 


*  "The  BelaUon  of  Woman  to  Indiutry  Id  lodlaoa,"  bjr  Uay  VViigUt  Sewdll. 
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esUtenoe  as  'vealth-prodnoen,  fhe  dements  which  build  op  aad  gas- 
tain  cveiy  civilized  people. 

Viewing  its  early  record,  we  are  not  surprised  that  Indiana  claims 
to  h^vo  organized  the  first  State  Woman's  Rights  Society,  though  we 
are  somewhat  astonished  to  know  that  at  the  time  of  the  first  Con- 
vention held  in  Iiulianapolis,  a  husband  of  position  locked  his  wife 
within  the  house  in  order  to  prevent  her  presence  thereat,  although 
doubtless,  as  men  have  often  done  before  and  since,  he  deemed  it 
not  out  of  the  way  that  he  himself  should  be  a  listener  at  a  meet- 
ing he  considered  it  contrary  to  family  dibcipline  that  his  wife  should 
attend. 

December  11,  181G,  Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union.  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  who  had  been  Governor  of  the  Territory,  and 
Brigadie^Genenl  in  tite  army,  with  the  eommand  of  the  Hotth- 
west  Territory,  was  afterward  Prendent  of  &e  United  States.  He 
enoonntered  the  Indians  led  by  Teenmseh  at  Tippecanoe,  on  tiie 
Wabash,  and  after  a  terrible  battle  they  fled.  This  was  the  origin 
of  the  song,  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too,"  that  was  snng  with  inu> 
mense  effect  by  the  Whigs  all  over  the  oonntry  in  the  presidential 
campaign  of  1840,  when  Harrison  and  Tyler  were  the  o^ndidates; 
and  when  women,  for  the  first  time,  attended  political  meetings. 

Indiana,  thoQ|^  one  of  the  yonnger  States,  by  her  liberal  and  ra- 
tional legislation  on  the  questions  of  marriage  and  divorce,  has 
always  been  the  land  of  freedom  for  fugitives  from  the  bondage  and 
suffering  of  ill-assorted  unions.  Many  an  unhappy  wife  has  found 
a  safe  asylum  on  the  soil  of  that  State.  II or  liberality  on  this  ques- 
tion was  no  doubt  partly  due  to  the  influence  of  Robert  Owen,  who 
early  settled  at  New  Harmony,  and  made  the  experiment  of  com- 
munal life;  and  later,  to  his  son,  the  Hon.  Robert  Dale  Owen,  who 
was  in  the  lA'gislature  several  years,  and  in  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1850.  The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Owen  gives  a  few 
facto  worth  pouring : 

Lakb  Obobob,  N.     Beft  SO,  1878^ 

Dbab  mas  Aa1S0HT^— I  know  yon  will  think  the  reply  I  am  about  to 
make  to  your  favor  of  Septonber  i8th  unaatislbetoiy,  bat  it  is  the  beet  I 
oando. 

1.  As  regards  France!*  Wright :  All  the  partioalars  regarding  her  and 
her  noble  bat  ansucoessf  ul  experiment  at  Naehoba,  near  Memphis,  which 
I  thoQs^  tt  fanpOTtant  to  make  publle,  are  emitalned  in  an  arttde  of 
mine  entitled  "  An  Earnest  Sowing  of  Wild  Oats,'*  fn  the  AOanUa  Menm$ 

for  July,  1874. 

2.  As  to  Erneetine  L.  Rose.  I  think  it  probable  that  you  know  more  of 
her  than  I  do.    I  remember  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  a  Polish  rabbi; 
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the  wife  of  William  Hose,  a  silversmith;  and  that  she  came  with  her  hus- 
band to  this  (uiiintry  at  an  early  day.  Sho  was  a  groat  adiuiror  and  fol- 
lower of  my  father,  Robert  Owen,  and  waa  a  skeptio  to  any  future  be- 
yond the  grave:  greatly  opposed  to  Bptritoalism. 

3.  As  to  my  aotfon  In  the  Indiana  Le^slatuie:  I  waa  a  member  of  that  * 
body  during  the  sessions  of  1836-7, and  '8.  and  in  1851, bat  I  have  not  the 
materials  here  that  would  enable  mo  to  give  particulars.  In  a  general 
way  I  had  the  State  law  so  altered  that  a  married  woman  owned  and  had 
tbe  ri^tt  to  manage  her  own  property,  both  real  and  personal;  and  I  ha& 
the  law  of  deseents  eo  ebanged  that  a  widow,  instead  of  dower,  whieh  is 
a  mere  tenancy  or  life  intere.st,  now  ha,s.  in  all  ca«es,  an  absolute  fee  in 
one-third  of  her  Itusband's  estate;  if  only  one  child,  then  a  half;  and  if 
no  children,  I  think  two-thirds,  I  also  had  an  additional  clause  added  to 
the  divorce  law,  making  two  years'  habitual  drunkenness  imperative  cauj>ti 
fbrdlToree. 

I  took  no  action  in  regard  to  saflEnige  WUIe  in  tlie  Legidatore.  In  those 

dayp  it  would  have  boon  utterly  unavailing. 

All  this  is  very  meagre,  which  I  the  more  regret,  sympathising  as  I  do 
with  the  object  you  have  in  view. 

Giva  my  kindest  regards  to  my  M  IHend,  lbs.  Stanton,  and  believe  me, 

MtiUblly  your  IHend, 
Msm  AMVBOvt.  BoMDEnr  Dalb  Owxn. 

Before  1828,  Frances  Wright  bad  visited  Mr.  Owen's  colony,  and 
assisted  him  in  the  editorial  department  of  the  ^ew  Ilarmotit/ 
Gazette,  changed  afterward  to  the  Free  Enquirer^  published  in 
Kew  York.  Such  a  circle  of  remarkably  intelligent  and  liberal- 
minded  people,  all  Effective  speakere  and  able  writers,  was  not 
without  influence  in  moulding  the  sentiment  of  that  young  (  ( m- 
uiunity.  As  a  glimpse  into  the  domestic  life  of  this  remarkable 
family  may  be  interesting  to  the  reader,  we  give  a  pleasing  sketch 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Owen's  daughter.  Ko  monoment  of  the  whitest 
pariau  m«rble  oould  shed  saoh  honor  on  the  memory  of  a  renerated 
father  and  mother  as  this  tribute  from  an  affectioDate,  appreciative 
child: 

BOBBRT  DALE  OWEN  AIH)  ICABT  BOBINBON. 

BY  ROSAMOND  DALE  OWEN. 

Some  tifty  years  ago  a  large  audience  was  gathered  in  one  of  the 
public  liidls  of  Xew  York  listening  to  a  lecture.  In  the  sea  of  faces 
upturned  to  him,  the  speaker  read  a  cold  response,  the  opinions  he 
was  expounding  being  exceedingly  unpopular,  and  rarely  e.vpi  i  s^ed 
ill  tho.<e  days.  The  theme  wa^^  the  equality  of  the  sexes,  the  right 
of  woman  to  control  person  and  j)roperty  in  the  marriage  relation, 
the  right  to  breathe,  to  think,  to  act  as  an  untrammeled  citizen,  the 
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co-equal  of  man.  Hia  ^yes  searched  tier  after  tier,  seeking  in  vain 
for  tliat  magnetism  of  sympathy  which  is  as  wine  to  a  man  who 
stands  before  hia  people  pleading  with  them  that  he  nuiy  save  them 
from  their  errors. 

Suddenly  his  wandering  gaze  was  arrested  by  a  face,  a  child'a 
face,  with  short,  clustering  curls,  but  a  strong  goul  steadied  the  deep 
eyes,  and  on  the  rounded  cheek  paled  and  gloweti  the  earnestness  of 
a  woman's  searching  thought.  His  words  grew  dear  and  strong  as 
he  looked  into  the  upturned  eyes,  as  he  answered  the  listening  face. 
The  speaker  was  Robert  Dale  Owen ;  the  hearer,  Mary  Robinson. 

That  night  when  she  reached  her  own  room,  Mary  Robinson  flung 
off  bonnet  and  shawl  with  a  twift  gesture,  and,  slipping  into  her  ac 
onatomed  eeat,  gazed  at  the  steady-glowing  background  of  ooals,  with 
the  Une  flames  lidking  in  and  ont  like  the  evil  tongues  of  iire* 
Booniged  elvee.  A  strong  ezdtemeot  held  her  iu  thrsU;  she  did 
not  seem  to  see  her  elder  sister's  wondering  looks ;  she  did  not  seem 
to  hear  the  graat  docks,  far  and  near,  ehiming  out  eleren,  and  then 
twelve,  with  that  deep  rssonaace  whidh  sounds  in  the  silence  of  the 
night  like  a  solemn  requiem  over  lost  hours.  Presently  she  became 
aware  that  her  sister  was  kneeling  beside  her,  with  anxious  ques- 
tioning look ;  she  seemed,  this  elder  sister,  in  her  long,  white  night- 
dress, with  pale,  straight  hair  pushed  back  from  tlie  dear-tinted, 
oval  face,  like  a  youthful  Madonna,  and  Mary  drawing  the  gentle 
face  close  to  her  own  with  siulden  impulse,  said  :  "  I  have  seen  the 
man  I  shall  marry,  I  have  seen  him  to-night ;  he  is  the  homeliest 
man  I  have  ever  known,  but  if  I  am  married  at  all,  he  is  to  be  my 
husband." 

A  few  months  later  this  prophecy  was  verified.  On  the  12th  day 
of  April,  1832,  Robert  Dale  Owen  and  Mary  Bobinson  were  joined 
in  those  saorad  bonds,  which,  in  every  true  marriage,  can  be  broken 
only  by  the  shadow  hand  of  Death.  The  ceremony  was  simple  and 
unique ;  it  consisted  in  signing  a  docnment  written  by  the  bride- 
groom himself,  with  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  the  immediate  fam- 
ily  as  witnesses.  Tbe  following  extracts  will  show  the  character  of 
the  compact : 

Nbw  Tons,  Taesday,  April  18, 1888. 

This  allemoon  I  enter  into  a  matrimonial  engagement  with  Ifaiy  Jane 
Bobinson*  a  yonng  penon  whoee  opinions  on  all  important  8abjeets» 

whose  mode  of  thinking  and  feeling,  coinrido  more  intimately  with  my 
own  than  do  those  of  any  other  individual  witli  whom  I  am  acquainted. 

.  .  .  We  have  selected  the  simplest  ceremony  which  the  laws  of  this 
State  recognize.  ....  This  ceremony  InTolves  not  the  necessity  of  mak- 
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ing  (nomisM  ngsrdiiig  Mbait  over  whteh  we  hove  no  control,  the  state  of 
haman  affoctions  intlie  distant  future,  nor  of  repeating  forms  which  wa 
deetB  offensive,  inasmnch  as  tliev  outra^jo  the  principler?  of  huintiii  lil)er- 
ty  and  equality,  by  conferring  rights  and  iuipoBing  duties  unequally  on 
the  Hexeti.  The  ceremony  consists  of  a  simply  written  coutract  in  which 
we  agree  to  take  eaehotlMr  as  hosbaiid  and  wifeaMordlng  tothe  laws  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  our  algiiatafea  b^g  attested  1^  tiioee  friends 
who  are  present. 

Of  the  unjust  rights  which  In  virtue  of  this  ceremony  ftii  iiiiquitouH 
law  tacitly  gives  me  over  the  person  and  property  of  another,  I  can  not 
legally.  Irat  I  esa  morallj  divest  rajsell  And  I  hetehy  dlstlnetlj  and 
emphatically  declare  that  I  consider  myself  and  earnestly  desire  to  be 
considered  by  others,  as  utterly  divested,  now  and  dnnn;,;  the  rest  of  iny 
life,  of  any  such  rights,  tlia  burbjirous  relics  ol  a  leuilal,  dciipotic  syst<  in, 
soon  destined,  in  the  onward  course  of  improvement,  to  be  wholly  swept 
away;  and  the  edstenoe  of  wbloh  is  a  taeit  insult  to  the  good  sense  and 
good  feeling  of  this  eomparatiTely  eiviUsed  age. 

I  eoneor  in  this  seutimentt  Bobbbt  Daui  Owbv. 

Uabt  Jm  BoBoraov. 

After  a  wedding  tour  in  Europe,  the  jonng  couple  returning  to 
Amenca,  mottled  in  "New  Harmony,  Indiana,  a  small  Western  \-il- 
laire.  wlieic  their  father,  Kobert  Owen,  had  been  making  experi- 
ments in  Community  life. 

It  was  a  strange,  new  world  into  whicli  these  two  young  creatures 
were  entering.  The  husband  had  past^ed  hib  youth  in  a  well-ordiTed, 
wealthy  English  household ;  the  wife  had  passed  the  greater  part  of 
her  girlhood  in  Yirginia,  among  slsres.  They  were  now  thrown 
upon  tlie  cradltieB  of  Western  life,  and  eneoimtered  those  daily 
wearing  trials  which  strain  the  mairiage  tie  to  the  ntmost,  even 
though  it  be  based  npon  principles  of  justice.  Bnt  there  was  a  re- 
serve of  energy  and  endnraDce  in  this  delicately  reared  pair ;  they 
felt  themselves  to  be  pioneers  in  eveiy  sense  of  the  word,  and  the 
animus  whidi  sostains  many  a  struggling  sool  seeking  to  turn  a 
principle  into  a  living  reality,  SQStained  these  two. 

We  of  a  later  civilization  can  scarcely  realize  the  strain  upon 
women  in  those  earlier  days.  The  housekeepers  of  New  Harmony 
were  obliged  to  buy  their  groceries  in  bulk,  and  have  them  shipped 
by  slow  .-^taire^i  from  Cincinnati ;  meiit  was  bought  from  the  sur- 
rounding farmers,  a  quarter  of  a  beef  at  a  time,  to  be  cut  u})  and  dis- 
posed of  bv  tlie  housewife  ;  vegetables  and  most  of  the  small  fruits 
could  not  l»e  bought  at  all ;  stoves  were  an  unknown  luxury,  all 
cookiuiT  bcin*'  done  in  huire  fire-places  or  brick  ovens. 

For  thirty  yeitrs  my  father  and  mother  labored  with  unabated  en- 
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erirv ;  liis  work  Icadinir  Iiini  into  the  Li^hways  of  pii)»lic  affairs, 
while  her  way  lay  throngli  the  by-paths  of  home  and  village  life. 

Through  these  thirty  years  ray  father  used  such  iufluenee  as  he 
had  oil  the  side  of  the  weak  and  oppressed.  In  the  matter  of  pro- 
eiiriiig  a  more  respectful  consideration  of  the  property  rights  of 
women,  he  was  a  pioneer.  To  attempt  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
amelioration  of  tliose  legal  hardships  under  which  women  kbored,  is 
beyond  the  scope  or  purpoee  of  ihis  artaele.  I  will  only  mention,  in 
brief,  the  more  important  proTisionB  lie  was  instmmontal  in  passing 
in  the  face  of  ridicole  and  yiolent  opposition.  These  amendments 
were:  The  abolition  of  simple  dower,  giving  to  widows  instead,  a 
fee  simple  interest;  proeoring  for  women  the  r^jit  to  their  own 
earnings;  abolishing  tenancy  by  eonrtesyy  ^Hiioh,  in  effect,  made 
thft  husband  the  beneficiary  of  the  wife's  lands,  and  in  several  mat- 
ters of  less  radical  change  rectifying,  so  far  as  he  could,  the  injus- 
tioe  of  the  common  law  toward  widows ;  always  keeping  in  view, 
however,  the  proper  heirship  of  children  of  a  former  marriage,  and 
guarding  the  rig! its  of  creditors. 

In  the  matter  of  the  divorce  laws  of  Indiaiia,  my  father  has  not 
taken  as  prominent  a  part  as  is  generally  supposed.  These  laws 
were  refeired  to  him  in  conjunction  with  another  member  of  tiie 
Legislature  for  the  revision,  and  tliey  amended  thorn  in  a  single 
point,  namely  :  by  adding  to  the  causes  for  divorce  "  Jial^itual  drunk- 
enness for  two  years."  My  father  h;is  expressed  himself  in  full  on 
this  point  in  a  discussion  between  lloraee  Greeley  and  himself,  first 
publislied  in  the  New  York  TrUmne. 

As  early  as  1828,  ray  fither  advocated  an  oqual  position  for 
woman,  publishing  these  views  through  1%$  F¥ee  Enqv^rer^  a 
weekly  paper  edited  by  Frances  Wright  and  himself  in  New  Fork. 

My  father's  political  life  comprised  several  terms  in  the  Legislature 
of  his  own  State^  being  elected  in  1850  a  member  of  the  Convention 
which  amended  the  Constitution  of  Indiana,  and  chairman  of  itf 
Bevision  Committee.  The  debates  in  ihis  Convention  show  the  dif- 
ference in  the  position  of  my  father  and  his  antagoniste. 

O  'XSTITI  TK  )N'.M.  DEBATKS. 

Mr.  OwKN:  No  nubject  of  greater  importance  has  como  up  t*incc  vv6 
met  here,  aa  next  in  estimation  to  the  right  of  enjoying  life  and  liberty, 
our  Conatltation  ennmflrates  the  rl^t  of  aoqatring;  pcflfleaslng,  pioteet- 

ing  property.  And  these  sections  refer  to  the  latter  right,  heretofore  de- 
clinMl  to  natural,  inherent,  inalienable,  yet  virtimlly  withheld  from 
one-half  the  citizens  of  our  State.  Women  are  not  rt'{)resi  nled  in  our 
legiiilutive  hulls ;  the>  hiive  no  voice  ia  selecting  those  who  make  laws 
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and  ccnstitutions  for  them;  and  one  reason  given  lor  excluding  woiuen 
from  the  right  of  niflhige,  is  an  exproMion  of  oonfldent  belief  that  their 

hasbands  and  fathen  will  surely  guard  their  interests.  I  ahottld  like,  for 
the  honor  of  niy  sex,  to  believe  that  the  legal  rights  of  woruon  are.  nt  all 
times,  as  zealously  guarded  aM  they  would  be  if  women  had  votes  to  give 
to  those  who  wateh  over  their  interests. 

Snffw  me,  tir,  in  defense  of  mjr  ekeptieiem  on  this  point,  to  laj  before 
yon  and  this  Conventton,  an  item  from  my  legisla^Te  reeolleetlon. 

It  will  be  thirteen  years  next  winter,  since  I  reported  from  a  peat  just 
over  the  way.  a  ehatige  iu  the  then  existing  law  of  descent.  At  that  time 
the  widow  of  an  intestate  dying  without  children,  was  entitled,  under 
ordinary  eirsamstanees,  to  dower  in  her  huBbaad^a  real  estate,  and  one- 
third  of  his  personal  property.  The  change  proposed  was  to  give  her 
one-third  of  the  real  estate  of  her  husband  ab.solutely,  and  two-thirds  of 
his  personal  property — far  too  little,  indeed;  but  yet  a.-*  great  an  innova- 
tion as  we  thought  we  could  carry.  This  law  remained  in  force  until 
1841.  How  standH  it  now!  The  widow  of  an  intestate,  in  ease  there  be 
no  ehildren,  and  In  case  there  be  Ikther,  or  mother,  or  brother,  or  sister 
of  the  husband,  is  heir  to  no  part  whatever  of  her  deceased  husband'.s  real 
c.^^tate ;  she  is  entitled  to  dower  only,  of  one-third  of  his  e.state.  I  ask  yon 
whether  your  hearts  do  not  revolt  at  the  idea,  that  when  the  hui»band  is 
earried  to  his  long  home,  his  widow  shall  see  snatohed  from  her,  by  an  In* 
human  law,  the  yery  property  her  watohftil  oaie  had  mainly  oontribated 
to  increase  and  keep  together? 

Yet  this  idea,  revolting  jus  it  1."^,  is  carried  out  in  all  its  uiiniitiK'at'Hl 
rigor,  by  the  statute  to  which  I  have  Just  referred.  Out  of  a  yearly  rental 
of  a  hnndred  and  fifty  dollan^  the  widow  of  an  Intestate  rarely  beoomes 
entitled  to  m<ne  than  fifty.  The  other  hundred  dollars  goes— whitherY 
To  the  husband's  father  or  mother?  Yes,  if  they  survive  I  But  if  they 
are  dead,  what  then?  A  brother-in-law  or  a  sister-in-law  takes  it,  or  the 
husband's  unole,  or  his  aunt,  or  his  cousin!  Do  husbands  toil  through 
a  life>tlme  to  support  their  aunts,  and  nnoles,  and  oouslns?  If  but  a 
single  cousin's  ehild,  a  babe  of  six  months,  survive,  to  that  infant  goes  a 
hundred  dollars  of  the  rental,  and  to  the  widow  fifty.  Can  injustice  go 
beyond  this?  What  think  you  of  a  law  like  that,  on  the  stattito  hook  of 
a  civilized  and  a  Christian  landC  When  the  husband  s  sut^taiuing  arm  is 
laid  in  the  grave,  and  the  widow  left  wtthont  a  husband  to  cherish,  then 
comes  the  law  more  emel  tiiaa  death,  and  decrees  that  poverty  shall  be 
added  to  desolation! 

Say,  delegates  of  the  people  of  Indiana,  answer  and  say  whether  you. 
whether  those  who  sent  you  here  are  guiltless  in  this  thing?  Have  you 
done  Justice  1  Have  you  loved  mercy  Y 

But  let  us  turn  to  the  question  more  immediately  before  us.  Let  us 
pass  from  the  case  of  the  widow  and  look  to  that  of  the  wife:  First,  the 
husband  becomes  entitled,  from  the  instant  of  marring'',  to  all  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  his  wife.  His  right  is  absolute,  uncouditionaU  Second- 
ly, the  husband  acquires,  in  virtue  of  the  marriage,  the  rsnte  and  prof- 
its On  all  cases  during  her  Ufs)  of  his  wife's  real  estate.  The  flagrant  in* 
Justice  of  this  has  been  somewhat  modified  by  a  statute  barring  the 
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BMrital  right  to  tiie  rent  of  landa,  Imt  this  proteettcm  doM  not  extend  to 
penonal  property.  Is  this  aa  it  diould  be  ?  Are  we  meting  out  fair  and 
equal  Justice  ?  ....  There  is  a  species  of  very  silly  Hontimentalism  which 
It  is  the  fashion  to  put  forth  in  after-dinner  toatsta  and  other  equally 
▼eracious  forms,  about  woman  being  the  only  tyrant  in  a  free  republic; 
aboot  the  ehalna  die  imposes  on  her  williog  sleifes,  sie.;  it  wooid  be 
much  more  to  our  orediti  if  we  troold  edminiiiter  a  Uttte  less  llaitteiy  and 
a  little  more  Jostiee. 

From  pages  upon  pages  of  eloqoeiioe  ddiverad  in  reply,  I  cnll 
the  following  earimets,  wliidi  are  a  sample  of  the  ai^t  of  the  oppo- 
sition: 

"  I  am  ni  opinion  that  to  adopt  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Posey  (Hr.  Owen),  will  not  ametiomte  the  eondition  of  manrled  women. 
\*  I  can  not  see  the  propriety  of  establishing  for  women  a  distlnet  and 

sepamte  interest,  the  consirleration  of  which  would,  of  necessity,  with- 
draw their  attention  from  that  sacred  duty  which  nature  has,  in  its 
wisdom,  assigned  to  their  peculiar  care.  I  think  the  law  which  unites 
in  one  common  bond  the  peeonlary  interests  of  husband  and  wife  should 
remain.  The  sacred  ordlnanee  of  marriage,  and  the  relations  growing 
out  of  it,  should  not  bo  disturbed.  The  eommon  law  does  seem  to  me 
to  afford  sufflciont  protection."  . 

''If  the  law  is  changed,  I  believe  that  a  most  essential  ii^ury  would 
resalt  to  the  endearing  ralatlons  of  married  life.  Controversies  would 
arise,  husbands  and  wives  would  beeome  armed  against  each  other,  to 
the  utter  destruction  of  true  felicity  in  married  life." 

"  To  adopt  it  would  be  to  throw  a  whole  population  morally  and  polit- 
ically into  confusion.  Is  it  necessary  to  explode  a  volcano  under  the 
foundation  of  the  Ikmiljr  union  9  ** 

"  I  object  to  the  gentleman's  proposition,  because  it  is  in  contra ven- 
tion  of  ono  of  the  great  ftmdnmeiital  principles  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion.   The  common  law  only  embodies  the  divine  law." 

"Give  to  the  wife  a  separate  interest  in  law,  and  all  those  high 
motives  to  restrain  the  husband  ftom  wrongdoing  will  be,  in  a  great  de- 
gree,  removed." 

"  I  firmly  believe  that  it  would  HiminUh^  if  it  did  not  totally  annihi- 
late woman's  influence." 

Woman's  power  comes  through  a  self-sacrificing  spirit,  ready  to  offer 
up  all  her  h<qMs  upon  the  shrine  of  her  husband's  wishes.** 

"Sir*  we  have  got  along  for  eighteen  hundred  years,  and  shall  we 
ehange  now  ?  Our  fathers  have  for  many  generations  maintained  the 
principle  of  the  common  law  in  this  regard,  for  some  good  and  weighty 
reasons." 

"The  immortal  JefllBrson,  writing  in  reference  to  the  then  state  of 

society  in  Franee,  and  the  debauched  condition  thereof^  attributes  the 
whole  to  the  effects  of  the  civil  law  then  in  force  in  France,  permitting 
the  wife  to  hold,  acquire,  and  own  property,  separate  and  distinct  from 
the  husband." 
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"The  females  of  this  State  arc  about  as  happy  and  contented  with 
their  present  position  in  relation  to  this  right  (soffiBge),  as  it  is  neoes- 
wry  thef  ibonld  be,  aad  I  do  not  foror  the  propoiltion  (of  Woxnaa^s 
Saffrnge),  wbkih  my  fkriead  lh>m  P0M7,  Mr.  Owen,  appean  to  eoante> 

nance/' 

"  It  in  not  beoaase  I  love  Jastice  less,  but  woman  more,  that  1  oppose 
this  section." 

"  TIlis  doetrine  of  aepanite  eatate  will  stifle  all  tbe  finer  feellnge,  blast 
the  brightest,  fidrest,  happiest  hopes  of  the  hnraan  family,  and  go  In 

direct  contravention  of  thnt  law  which  bears  the  everlasting  impress  of 
tJie  Ahnighty  Hand.  Sir,  1  consider  such  a  scheme  not  only  as  wild,  but 
as  wicked,  if  not  in  its  intentions,  at  least  in  its  results." 

It  is  incredible  that  men  in  their  sane  minds  siiould  argae  day 
after  day,  that  if  women  were  allowed  to  control  their  own  prop- 
erty, it  would  "  strike  at  the  root  of  Christianity,"  "  ruin  the 
home,"  and  "open  wide  the  door  to  lieonse  and  debanchery."  And 
yet  these  men  did  bo  at'^uh  tlirough  weeks  of  stormy  debate ;  the 
bitterest  feeling  being  shown,  not  with  regard  to  the  proposed 
change  in  the  law  of  descent,  but  with  regard  to  the  rie:ht  of  women 
to  "  acquire  and  possess  property  to  their  sole  use  and  disposal," 
daring  the  husband's  life-time.  It  is  strange,  indeed,  that  the  man 
who  advocated  this  ** most  meagre  justice,"  as  he  truly  says,  should 
have  been  a  tai^t,  not  only  for  ridicule,  hut  for  abase.  I  append 
one  extract  of  tfao  latter  description,  to  illnatrate  how  violent  and 
nnreaaoning  was  the  prejudice  with  whidi  my  father  eontended. 
One  ganiiemaii  after  quoting  from  the  manli^  contiaot  of  mj 
father  and  mother,  the  extract  in  whieh  he,  my  father,  divests  him- 
self of  the  right  to  control  the  person  and  property  of  another," 
proceeds  as  follows : 

Sir,  I  would  that  my  principles  on  this,  in  contradistinction  with  thon  d 
the  trentlemen  from  Posey,  were  written  in  characters  of  light  across  the  noon- 
day licavena,  that  all  the  world  might  read  them.  (Applauet:).  I  have  in  my 
drawer  nomeroiis  other  extracts  from  tiie  writings  of  the  geotlenu  from  ftmejt 
but  am  net  allowed  to  read  them ;  and,  indeed,  air,  nnder  the  circomatNaoea, 
decency  forbids  their  use.  But  if  I  were  permitted  to  read  them,  and  show 
their  worse  than  damning  influence  upon  Bociety,  in  conjunction  with  this  sys- 
tem of  separate  interests,  I  venture  to  aver  that  gentlemen  would  turn  irom 
tbem  ^th  disgust;  aye,  sir.  they  would  aboa  them  as  thej  wonld  ahoa  man's 
wont  enemy,  and  llee  ftom  them  as  from  a  poiaoooea  reptile.  CPage  1161, 
*•  Debatea  in  Indiaoa  Coorentioo  "). 

The  section  was  finally  reconsidered  and  rejected  a  few  days  be< 
fore  adjoomment  (p.  9018).  Bnt  my  father,  with  his  characteristic 
perseverance,  continned  his  efforts  until  they  were  finally  crowned 
with  success  in  tbe  Legislature,  after  fifteen  years  of  endeavor. 
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Mor-t  of  the  ar<ruiiientsi  n^ed  bv  those  delt'»;utet^,  if  tliov  can  ])e 
eallcMl  bv  so  di«riHtie»l  a  name,  bear  a  singular  reseu)i)lance  to  tlie  ar- 
guments used  to-day  Ijy  the  opponents  of  woman's  suffrage.  May 
vcQ  not  tlieu  conclude  that  the  fears  which  have  been  proved  abso- 
lutely groundless  in  the  one  case,  may  be  equally  so  in  the  other? 

An  enthusiastic  public  meeting  was  held  in  Indianapolis  in  honor 
of  my  fathor  bj  the  women  of  the  State,  Mrs.  Sarah  T.  Bolton  tak- 
ing a  prominent  part  On  this  occasion  a  beantif ol  sQvor  pitcher 
was  presented  to  him  as  a  token  of  gratitude  for  his  perserering  ef- 
forts in  behalf  of  women.  This  pitcher  stfll  holds  a  place  of  honor 
m  onr  family  dinmgs  on  gala  days. 

In  reply  to  seTeral  slurs  in  regard  to  this  memorial^  my  father 
during  the  debates  in  the  Oon-vention  thus  retorted : 

ffinee  I  have  had  oonuon  to  aUade  to  tb«  testioumial  which  it  k  proposed 

to  oflTer  me  on  behalf  oF  the  women  of  my  adopted  State,  I  wfflny  here,  that 

regarding  it  as  the  crreatest  compliment— if  in  »o  grave  a  connection  a  word 
often  so  lightly  used  may  be  properly  employed — the  greatest  compliment  I 
ever  receiTod  in  my  life,  or  ever  can  reoeiTe  till  I  die:  it  matters  little  to  me 
what  may  be  said  of  myself  in  timt  eonneetiom;  I  am  aoeostomed  to  personal 
attack,  and  am  proof  against  ridiculo.  But  if  any  man,  whether  he  diagfaee  a 
chair  on  this  floor,  or  dishonor  by  presence  some  of  the  bar-rooms  of  the 
city,  utter  au  in»iauati(m,  cast  a  reproach,  tlirf  tly  or  indirectly,  by  open  asser- 
tion, or  covert  ipsinaation,  against  the  motives  or  the  character  of  those  courag- 
eous women  who  may  hare  met  in  Lawreneebai|f  or  elsewhere,  to  coosolt  regard- 
ing rights  shamefully  denied  to  them,  or  those  who  may  bare  poblicly  expressed 
gratitude  to  the  defenders  of  these  rights— if  such  a  man  then-  1)e,  within  or 
without  the  walls  of  this  capitol,  I  say  here  of  such  a  one.  let  him  receive  it  as 
he  will,  that  1  would  give  my  band  more  freely  to  the  iumate  of  the  penitentiary 
than  to  Mm.   (Page  1 1 85, Debatea  ia  Indiana  ConTontion 

In  1843  and  184q  my  father  was  elected  to  Congress,  serHng 
until  1847.  In  1853  he  was  appointed  Minister  to  Naples,  remain - 
ini;  there  until  1858.  During  tlie  war  his  exertions  were  nnremit- 
tiiii;.  He  was  the  friend  of  Governor  Morton,  and  was  consulted 
l>y  tliaf  energetic  statesman  in  all  his  more  important  plans.  He 
wrote  several  letters  on  the  political  crises  of  the  time,  which  had  a 
wide  circulation  and  intluence.  Mr.  Lincoln  said  to  several  of  his 
friends,  that  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Uwen,  and  a  conver- 
Bation  consequent  thereon,  bad  done  more  toward  deciding  him  in 
favor  ol  the  Emaneipfttion  Proclamation,  than  any  other  influence 
which  had  been  brought  to  bear.  My  &U)er  also  made  atrranona 
efforts  dnring  the  winter  of  1865-*66  to  postpone  the  enfranchisement 
of  the  freedmen  ten  yean,  nntil  1876.  (See  AUamUc  MctMyy  June, 
1875).  Snbaeqnent  events  have  shown  his  judgment  to  hare  been 
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eorreet  and  far-sighted.  He  believed  the  conferring  of  snffrage 
upon  the  negro,  dim-Tidoned  in  tbe  sadden  light  of  a  new  liberty^ 
to  be  a  most  dangerona  experiment;  he  fotesaw  that  the  ballol 
which  the  North  gave  to  tfaem  as  a  protection  against  their  arro- 
gant masters,  would  prove  a  two-edged  sword  with  a  terrible  reao- 
.  Nonary  force  in  the  hands  of  an  untrained  race  just  freed  from 
mental  leading-strings ;  he  knew  the  diflBcultjr  to  be  inherent,  a 
difficulty  which  the  existence  of  nlavery  must  necessarily  have  pro- 
diicffl.  Pie  maintained  that  altliougli  tlie  sword  had  struck  off  the 
outward  chains,  the  white-lieat  of  ire  kindled  in  the  hearts  of  the 
conquered  had  not  fused  the  inward  shackles  of  the  slave,  but  hiul 
riveted  them  the  firmer,  and  that  the  invisible  fetters  welded  bj 
revengeful  hate  should  bo  broken  most  carefully. 

In  the  latter  jears  of  his  life  my  father  gave  his  entire  attention 
to  the  Btndy  of  Modem  Spiritnalism,  or  rather  to  the  stadj  of  Spir- 
itoalism  in  both  its  ancient  and  its  modem  phases.  He  published 
two  worin  on  this  subject,  Footfalls  on  the  Bonndary  of  Another 
Worid,"  and  ^  The  Debatable  Lsnd  between  this  Worid  and  the 
Next."  In  a  letter  written  shortly  before  his  death,  he  expresses 
himself  as  follows :  I  hope,  my  child,  that  yon  will  never,  at  any 
period  of  your  life,  be  less  happy  than  you  now  aie.  If  you  culti- 
vate your  spiritual  nature  rationally,  I  feel  assured  you  never  will. 
For  one  effect  of  rational  Spiritualipm  is  to  make  one  more  satisfied 
the  longer  one  lives,  and  to  make  the  last  scenes  of  life,  hours  of 
pleasant  anticipation,  instead  of  a  season  of  dread,  or,  as  with  many 
it  has  been,  of  horror."  It  would  be  well  for  non-investigators  who 
maintain  that  my  father's  belief  in  Spiritualism  necessarily  proves 
liim  to  have  been  illogical,  to  see  to  it  that  they  are  not  falling  into 
the  inconsequenoe  which  they  are  ascribuig  to  him.  Beasoning 
a  priori,  should  we  not  belkve  fliat  the  man  who  saw  so  dearly  the 
dangers  which  were  unperoeived  by  aome  of  our  keenest  statesmen, 
could  not  become^  except  in  a  raie  instance  and  for  a  short  time,  a 
misled  dupe  t  Has  any  one  the  right  to  condemn  such  a  man  nn. 
proved  ? 

While  my  father  was  exerting  his  energies  for  the  welfare  of  the 
nation,  my  mother  was  giving  her  life  to  her  children.  Sons  and 
daughters  were  welcomed  into  the  Owen  homestead,  and  the  wide 
halls  and  great  rooms  of  the  rambling  country  house  rang  with  the 
voices  of  children.  Tliree  of  these  little  ones  slipped  back  to 
Heaven  before  the  portals  had  closed.  The  stricken  parents  with 
bhnded  eyes  met  only  the  raylees  emptiness  of  unbelief.  ^lay  God 
help  the  mother,  fainting  beneath  a  bereavement  greater  than  she 
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can  bear,  who  cries  for  help  sod  finds  none ;  who  stretches  her 
emptj  arms  upward  in  an  agony  of  appeal  and  is  answered  by  the 
hollow  echo  of  her  own  cry ;  may  God  help  her,  for  she  is  beyond 

the  help  of  man.  Other  children  came  to  fill  the  vacant  places^ 
other  voices  filled  tlie  air,  but  the  hearts  of  father  and  mother  were 
not  filled  until  years  later,  when  a  sweet  faith  thrilled  the  hopeless 

blank. 

The  storv  of  tlicse  two  is  the  story  of  many  beside.  Husband 
and  wife  began  the  long  journey  side  by  side  with  equal  talent, 
hope,  energy  ;  hit  work  led  him  along  the  high-road,  hers  lay  in  a 
quiet  nook  ;  his  name  became  world-known,  hers  was  scarcely  heard 
beyond  the  precinct  of  her  own  vilhige ;  and  yet  who  can  bay  that 
his  life  was  the  more  succeeeful,  who  can  say  that  the  quiet  falling 
lain,  with  its  slow  resoltant  of  flower  and  fruit  in  eBeh  littte  garden 
nook,  is  less  important  than  the  mighty  ship-kden  river  hearing  its 
wealth  of  oommerce  in  triumph  to  the  sea  t 

Geoige  Eliot,  in  "  Middlemaich,*'  says  of  Dorothea : 

Her  finelj-touobed  spirit  bad  Its  fbe  iamm,  though  they  were  not  widdy 
risible.  ....  The  efbek  of  her  beliig  on  those  sroond  her  wss  inosteulsbly 

dilRniye;  for  the  growing  good  of  the  world  is  parti;  dependent  on  onhiitarie 

acts  ;  and  that  thiiis^s  are  not  so  ill  with  vou  and  me  as  they  mij^ht  have  boon, 
is  half  owing  to  the  number  who  lived  faithfully  a  hidden  life,  and  rt-st  in 
anvisited  tombs. 

This  is  true  of  many  Dorotheas ;  it  is  true  of  the  Dorothea  of  whona 
I  am  writing.  Geographically,  Mary  Owen's  field  of  labor  was  nar- 
row ;  but  a  small  Western  village  of  a  thousiind  souls  may  hold 
within  itfi  ethical  strata  al!  the  developments  of  a  continent.  Let 
her  who  feels  that  her  small  limits  imprison  her,  remember  that 
emotions  aic  not  registered  by  the  census.  Lovera  and  business 
men,  struggling  youths  and  perplexed  mothers,  children  and  vete- 
rans, poured  their  griefs  and  fears,  their  hopes  and  disappointments, 
inio  the  listening  ear  of  sympathy,  knowing  that  the  dear  judgment 
of  this  little  woman  coold  unravel  mneh  that  seemed  to  be  in  hope* 
lees  entanglement 

Well  do  I  remember  the  cheer  of  this  our  home.  Simple  were 
its  duties,  simple  indeed  its  pleasures.  Well  do  I  remember  the 
busy  troop  of  boys  and  giris,  with  the  bofly  mother  at  their  head, 
directing  their  exuberant  energy  with  a  me  administrative  ahility. 
Besides  her  own  diildren,  foor  of  whom  reached  maturity,  she  took 
during  her  life  seven  other  young  people  under  her  protection,  so 
that  the  great  old-fashioned  house  was  always  tilled  to  overtlowing 
with  fresh  young  life.   Pasture  and  stable,  hennery  and  dairy,  yard 
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and  garden,  kitcben  and  parlor,  all  were  under  her  immediate  gnid< 

ance  and  control.  "Well  3o  I  remember  the  pots  of  golden  batter^ 
fresh  from  her  cool  hand  ;  the  delioioas  hams  cored  nnder  her  sn})er- 
vision ;  the  succulent  vegetibles  and  juicy  fruits  fresh  from  her 
ganlen — that  trim,  symmetrical  garden,  with  its  well-weeded  beds, 
its  well-kept  walks  !  Many  a  brie^ht  summer  morning  have  I  seen 
her  resting  on  a  low  bench  beneath  a  huge  overhanging  elm,  over- 
looking the  field  of  our  labors.  To  a  stranger  the  flushed  face  with 
it»s  irregular  feat  tires,  might  have  seemed  plain;  the  earnest,  ener- 
getic manner  lui-lit  have  seemed  almost  abrupt;  but  to  the  children 
who  sat  on  the  grass  at  her  feet  looking  upward,  the  face  was  beau- 
tiful. That  eabn  eje  had  pierced  through  so  many  childish  intricap 
des  and  made  them  olear ;  the  fim  month  oonld  smile  so  genflj  at 
any  yonthfnl  ahortooming^  and  the  strong  voiee  rang  with  a  hope 
whidi  sent  fear  and  doabt  sknUdng  away  in  shame&oed  silence. 
It  waa  the  brightest  part  of  the  day,  this  short  respite,  before  moth- 
er, marshalling  her  jonng  army,  led  them  to  the  study-room.  This 
impromptu  lesson-hour  was  filled  with  a  teaching  so  trenchant,  tliat 
oftentimes,  in  thsee  lonelier  days,  when  perplexed  in  the  intricacies 
of  life's  joumeyings,  a  word  spoken  in  some  loni;  a<;o  summer  morn- 
ing, floats  do¥ra  the  years  and  rises  before  my  troubled  vision  a 
guidinir  star. 

When  her  children  were  grown,  and  the  task  she  had  undertaken 
years  before  had  been  well  done,  our  mother  turned  her  attention 
for  a  time  to  public  work.  She  gave  much  thought  to  tlic  Woman 
Question,  especially  that  portion  of  it  pertaining  to  woman's  work» 
and  addressed  one  or  two  meetings  in  New  Fork  on  this  subject 
Miss  Anthony  recently  said  to  me :  "  Miss  Owen,  you  do  not  know 
how  great  an  impression  yonr  mother  made  npon  ns— a  woman  who 
had  lived  nearly  her  whole  life  in  a  small  Western  vfllage^  absorbed 
in  petty  eares,  and  yet  who  conld  stand  before  ns*  with  a  calm 
dignity,  telling  ns  searching  troths  in  simple  and  strong  words." 
The  only  lecture  I  heard  my  mother  deliver  was  in  the  church  of 
oor  village.  Her  subject  was  the  rearing  of  children.  A  calm  light 
rested  on  her  silver  hair  and  broad  brow ;  her  manner  was  the  earnest 
manner  of  a  woman  wlio  lias  looked  into  the  heart  of  life.  Blessed 
is  the  daughter  to  whom  it  is  given  to  reverence  a  mother  as  I  rev- 
erenced mine  that  night.  A  quiet,  l)ut  deep  attention  was  given  to 
her  words,  for  the  fathers  and  mothers  who  were  listening  to  her 


*  Th«  vMt  audience  of  wooiea  alone,  ia  Apollo  HaII,  to  diicoM  the  McTutand  and 
Blchardioii  trsKedy. 
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knew  that  she  was  speaking  on  a  sabjeet  to  which  she  had  given 
long  yean  ol  oarefni  thought  and  ^ithfoT  endeavor.  It  would  not 
be  poBdUe  in  the  space  allotted  me  to  give  a  detailed  aooonnt  of  my 
mother^s  teachings  with  regaid  to  the  rearing  of  children ;  but  I  will 
state  a  lew  of  ti^e  more  prominent  theories — theories  proved  by 
practice,  which  I  remember. 

Self-iTOveniment  was  the  primary  principlei  the  broad  foundation. 
She  lield  this  qnaliiication  to  be  the  only  guarantee  of  success  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  word,  and  that  to  l»o  effectual  and  never-failing 
it  must  ho  interwoven  into  tlie  very  tiber  of  the  child.  During  the 
earliest  yeiirs  our  mother  administered  punishment,  or  rather  ehe 
invented  some  means  by  which  the  child  should  be  made  to  feel 
the  result  of  its  bad  conduct.  Injurin<j:  another  was  held  to  be  a 
cardinal  sin.  For  this  misdeed  our  hands  were  tied  behind  us  for  an 
interminable  length  of  time  ;  for  running  away  we  were  tied  to  the 
bed-po6t ;  for  eating  at  irregular  hours  we  were  deprived  of  dainties 
at  the  neit  meaV  etc.  Bnt  as  soon  as  we  readied  the  age  of  reason, 
she  eiertedy  not  a  controlling,  bnt  a  guiding  hsnd.  We  were 
restricted  by  few  mles,  for  oar  mother  believed  in  the  largest  ]x>s- 
sible  liberty,  and  she  held  that  it  was  better  to  pass  over  the  smaller 
shortcomings  nnnoticedf  than  constantly  to  be  finding  fault  She 
maintained  that  scolding  should  be  indulged  in  most  sparingly,  as 
much  of  it  was  detrimental  both  to  the  temper  of  the  child  and  the 
dignity  of  the  mother.  She  believed  that  too  Httle  allowance  was 
made  for  the  heedlessness  growing  out  of  pure  exuberance  of  spirits. 
But  when  a  law  was  once  established  it  was  unalterable,  and  no 
child  ever  thought  of  resisting  it.  For  instance,  no  one,  large  or 
small,  was  allowed  to  exhibit  a  peevish  ill-nature,  either  hx  word  or 
manner,  in  the  public  rooms  of  the  house.  My  mother  merely  said, 
in  a  quiet  tone  :  "My  child,  yon  are  either  tired  or  sick  ;  in  either 
case,  it  wonld  be  better  to  go  to  your  own  room  an<l  lie  down  until 
you  are  quite  restored."  The  result  of  this  simple  rule  was  an 
almost  uniform  cheerfulness.  I  have  lived  in  many  homes,  in  many 
parts  of  the  woild,  but  I  liave  never  seen  one  which  equaled  my 
rootfaef's  in  tids  respect  I  do  not  remember  a  single  command 
issued  by  my  mother  to  her  older  children;  bnt  I  can  well  remem- 
ber her  saying:  *<I  think-yon  had  better  do  so  and  so";  and  I 
reooUeet  distinctly  that  when  we  obstinalely  followed  our  own 
nnreasoning  will,  ss  we  were  often  inclined  to  do,  we  were  invari* 
ably  taught  a  bitter  but  wholesome  lesson.  She  bdieved  these  les- 
sons to  be  much  more  effectual  for  good  than  any  arbitrary  prohi- 
bition on  her  part  would  have  been ;  she  reserved  such  pro^bition 
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for  the  cases  wliere  the  consequences  were  not  confined  to  ourselves, 
or  were  of  too  serious  a  nature. 

The  one  mistake  made  by  ray  mother  was  iu  the  physical  maiiage- 
ment  of  her  children.  Like  many  mothers  whose  bodies  and  minds 
are  kept  at  the  highest  tension,  die  isakd  to  giTe  vital  strength  to 
her  childfeo.  The  most  pronuniig  of  these  died  in  early  child- 
hood, by  the  will  of  God,**  as  we  say  in  oar  blindness.  One  of 
them  especially,  the  ''little  king,'*  as  he  was  called,  being  a  magniii'* 
cent  chUd,  bodi  in  mental  and  moral  derelopnient.  Of  those  who 
came  to  maturity,  one  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  one  has  been 
an  invalid  for  years,  one  has  fair  health,  and  one  only  rejoices  in  a 
▼igorons  physique.  This  boy  was  bom  in  my  grandmother's  hou^, 
near  the  sea,  where  my  mother  had  spent,  as  she  expressed  it,  the 
laziest  vear  of  her'wliolc  life."  These  children  have  all  had  a  keen 
love  of  study,  an  energy  which  carried  them  far  beyond  tlicir 
strenLTth,  and  slie  failed  suthciently  to  curl)  them.  But  in  other 
respects,  our  mother  has  done  to  tlie  uttermost.  Her  children  had 
strong  propensities  both  for  good  and  ill.  She  has,  so  far  as  is  pos- 
sible, strengthened  the  virtues  and  repi-eased  the  faults  of  every 
child  given  into  her  keeping. 

The  snn  shines,''  is  a  sentence  simple  and  short,  but  how  infinite 
is  its  meaning ;  myriads  of  unfolding  blossoms  flash  H  back  in  vivid 
coloring ;  myriads  of  stalvrart.  trees  whisper  it ;  myriads  of  breath* 
ing  things  level  in  it ;  myriads  of  men  thank  God  for  it.  So  is  it 
with  the  inflnenoe  of  a  good  mother.  It  is  not  given  ns  to  follow 
each  tiny  shaft  of  lig^t  in  its  endless  searchings,  neither  do  we  note 
how  the  riot  of  the  waste  places  within  us  is  pruned  by  deft  hands 
into  a  tenuous  symmetry,  nor  how,  in  the  midst  of  this  life's  growth, 
is  laid  the  foundation  of  the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  by  the  silent  ma- 
sonry of  a  mother's  constant  endeavor. 

Mothers,  all  over  this  broad  land,  heavy-laden  with  the  puerile 
details  of  daily  living,  tiing  otf  your  shrouding  aires,  and  lift  your 
worn  faces  that  you  may  see  with  a  broad  outlook  how  full-f niitcd 
is  the  vineyard  in  which  you  nrc  toiling  ;  the  thonis  are  irrit.it inij:; ; 
the  glebe  is  rough ;  3'our  spirit  faints  in  the  heat  of  the  toilsome 
day.  I>ook  up  !  the  lengthening  shadows  are  falling  like  dew  npon 
you  !  tired  he^irts,  look  up  I  purple-red  hangs  the  ciusterini;  fruit  of 
yonr  life-long  work ;  the  vintage  has  come,  the  freest  from  blight 
that  can  ever  oome^the  vintage  of  a  fidthf  d  mother  1 

The  name  of  Haiy  Owen  was  not  written  upon  the  brains  of  men, 
but  it  is  graven  upon  the  hearts  of  these  her  children ;  so  long  as  they 
live,  the  blessed  memory  of  that  home  shall  abide  with  them,  a 
20 
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liotne  wherein  all  that  was  Bweet,  and  Btrong,  and  trae,  was  nnr* 
tured  by  a  wise  band,  was  sunned  into  blossoming  by  a  loving  heart. 

A  benediction  rests  npon  die  brow  of  him  who  has  given  liis  best 
work  to  help  this  world  onward,  even  though  it  be  but  a  hair's- 
l)readth  ;  but  tlie  niotlier  who  has  given  herself  to  her  cliiliircn 
through  long  years  of  au  unwritten  self-abnegation,  who  has  thrilled 
every  liber  of  their  beings  with  faitli  in  God  and  hope  in  man,  a 
faith  and  a  hope  which  no  canker-worm  of  worldly  experience  can 
ever  eat  away,  she  shall  be  crowned  with  a  sainted  halo. 

REMINISCENCES  BT  DR.  MART  F.  THOKAS  AND 
AMANDA  M.  WAT. 

At  an  anti-slavery  meeting  heki  in  Greensboro,  Henry  Co.,  in 
1851,  a  resolution  was  offered  by  Amanda  M.  Way,  then  an  active 
agent  in  the  "  Uudeiground  Railroad,"  as  follows : 

WnSBBAS,  Ths  women  of  our  land  are  being  oppressed  and  degraded  by  the 
laws  and  customs  of  our  coODtiy,  mi  are  in  but  Uttle  better  condition  than 
chattel  slaves  ;  therefore, 

Remhed,  Tliat  we  call  a  Woman's  HigUts  C'onTentioD,  and  that  a  cooimittee 
be  now  appointed  to  make  the  neoeieary  arrangemente. 

The  rosolntion  was  adopted.  Auiauda  M.  Way,  Joel  Da\'is,  and 
Fanny. Hiatt  were  appointed. 

The  Convention  met  in  October,  1851,  in  Dublin,  Wayne  Co., 
and  orgjuiizcd  by  electing  Hannah  lliatt,  President;  Amantla  Way, 
Vice-Preaideut ;  and  Henry  liiatt,  Secretary.  Miss  Way  made  the 
opening  addre^,  and  stated  the  object  of  the  Convention  to  be  a  full, 
free,  and  candid  discnssion  of  the  legal  and  social  position  of  women. 
The  meetings  oontinned  two  days.  Henry  C.  Wright  addressed 
large  andienoes  at  the  evening  sessions.  A  letter  was  received  from 
Mary  F.  Thomas,  of  North  Manehester,  nrging  all  those  who  be- 
lieve in  woman's  rights  to  be  firm  and  outspoken.  She  encouraged 
yoong  ladies  to  enter  the  trades  and  fkrofessions,  to  tit  themselves  in 
some  way  for  ]>c(Miniary  independence,  and  adds,  "Although  a  wife, 
mother,  and  housekeeper,  with  all  that  that  means,  I  am  studying 
medicin'-',  and  expect  to  practice,  if  I  live." 

Such  a  Convention  being  a  novel  affair,  called  out  some  ridicule 
and  opposition,  but  tli  ■  friends  were  .^o  well  pleased  with  their  suc- 
cess, that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  arranj^e  for  another  the 
next  year,  which  wh8  held  in  Kichmond,  Oct.  15  and  16,  1852.  A 
few  of  the  resolutions*  will  show  the  spirit  of  the  leaders  at  that 

*  8e»  Appendix. 
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time.  A  Woman's  Kif^hts  Society  was  formed  at  this  Convention, 
a  Constitution  and  P>v-1h\\\s  a«lo})ted,  and  it  Itecatnfj  one  of  the  per- 
manent organizations  of  the  State,  ilaunah  liiatt,  President;  Jane 
Morrow,  Vice-President ;  M&ry  B.  Birdsall,  Secretary ;  Amanda 
Way,  Treasurer. 

Another  Convention  was  held  at  Richmond  October  12,  1853. 
Tlie  President  being  absent,  Lvdia  W,  Vandeburg  presided  with 
dignity  and  ability.  Frances  D.  Gage,  Josephine  S.  Gritfing,  Emma 
B.  Coe,  and  Lydia  Ann  Jenkins  were  among  tlie  prominent  speakers. 
Having  beard  that  Antoinette  Brown  bad  been  denied  admiwion 
as  a  delegate  to  the  "World's  Temperanoe  Oonrention,"  held  in 
New  Toik,  on  aooonnt  of  her  sex,  they  passed  a  resolntion  condemn- 
ing this  insnlt  offered  to  all  womankind.  Thirtj-two  persons* 
signed  the  Constitation  in  the  first  Convention,  and  the  movement 
spread  rapidly  in  the  Hoosier  State. 

The  fourth  annual  meeting  convened  in  Masonic  Hall,  Indianapo- 
iis,  October  26, 1854.  Frances  D.  Gage,  Caroline  M.  Severance, 
and  L.  A.  Hine  were  the  invited  speakers,  and  right  well  did  they 
sustain  the  banner  of  equal  nghts  in  the  capital  of  the  State.  J.  W. 
Gordon,  then  a  young  and  j)roini8ing  lawvor,  and  since  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  State,  avowed  liiniself  in  favor  of  woman  suf- 
frage, and  added  much  to  the  success  of  the  Convention.  The  pres^, 
as  usual,  ridiculed,  burlesqued,  and  misrepresented  the  proceedings ; 
but  the  citizens  manifested  a  serious  interest,  and  requested  that  the 
next  Convention  be  held  at  the  capital. 

About  this  time  the  ''Maine  Liquor  Law"  was  paasod  iu  this 
State.  The  women  took  an  aotire  part  in  the  temperance  campaign, 
and  helped  to  seeore  the  prohibitory  law.  This  made  the  suffrage 
movement  more  popular,  as  was  shown  in  the  increased  attendance 
at  the  next  Convention  in  Indianapolis,  October  18, 1855,  at  which 
Emma  B.  Swank  predded.  The  prominent  speakers  were  James 
and  Lncretia  Mott,  Frances  B.  Gtege,  Ernestine  L.  Rose,  Joseph 
Barker,  Amanda  Way,  Henry  Hiatt,  and  J.  W.  Gordon.  With 
such  women  as  these  to  declare  the  gospel  of  etjuality,  and  to  enforce 
it  with  their  pure  faces,  womanly  graces,  and  noble  lives,  the  people 
could  not  fail  to  give  their  sympathy,  and  to  be  convinced  of  the 
rightfulne-^s  of  our  cause.  The  two  leading  |>a})ers  atj^ain  did  their 
liest  to  make  the  movement  ridiculous.  The  reports  i  s  gave  glowing 
pen  bketc-hes  of  the  *'  ma.sculine  women  "  and  "  feminine  men  ;  they 
described  the  dress  and  appearance  of  the  women  very  minutely 

*  8w  Appcndfss. 
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but  said  Jittle  of  the  merits  of  the  question,  or  the  arguments  of  the 
speakers.  Amanda  Way  was  ehosen  President  of  the  Societj;  Dr. 
Mary  Thomas,  Yio»President;  Mary  B.  Birdsall,  Secretary ;  Abbe 
Undley,  Treasnrer. 

The  next  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Winchester,  October  16  and 
17,  1856.  In  her  introductory  remarks,  the  President  referred  to 
tlie  great  change  that  had  taken  place  in  live  years.  "Women  were 
now  often  seen  on  tlio  platform  m.iking  speeches  on  manv  questions, 
behind  the  counters  as  clerks,  in  t)ie  sick-room  as  physicians.  The 
tempen^nce  organization  of  (iood  Templars,  now  spreading  rapidly 
over  the  State,  makes  no  distinction  in  its  members;  women  as  well 
as  men  serve  on  committees,  hold  office,  and  vote  on  all  business 
matters.  Emma  13.  Swank  and  Sarah  £.  Underfaill  were  the  princi^ 
pal  speakers  at  this  Conventiou.  For  logical  aigoment  and  beanty 
of  style,  Miss  Swank  was  said  to  have  few  equals.  Dr.  Mary  Thomaa 
was  chosen  President  for  the  n^  year. 

The  annnal  meeting  of  1857  was  again  held  in  Winchester,  by  aa 
invitation  from  the  citizens,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  tendered  for  their  use.  On  taking  the  ohair,  the  President,  Dr. 
Maiy  F.  Thomas,  said : 

This  is  the  fint  time  I  bave  bad  the  pleisare  of  meetiiifr  with  this  AMooia^ 

tion,  stiU  my  heart,  my  influence,  and  my  prayers  liave  all  been  witli  the  advo- 
cates of  this  cause.  Although  I  Iihv*'  not  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  attending 
tbe  annual  meetings,  owing  to  my  many  cares,  I  have  not  l>ccu  an  idler  in  the 
vinefard.  By  my  example,  as  well  as  my  words,  I  haTe  tried  to  teach  womea 
to  be  more  setf-relisnt^  and  to  prepare  thonselTea  fi>r  laiger  and  more  varied 
Sj^ercsof  aotiritj. 

Frances  D.  Gage,  who  was  always  a  favorite  speaker  in  Indiana, 
was  again  present,  and  scattered  seeds  of  truth  thnt  have  produeed 
abundant  fruit.  On  motion  of  Amanda  Way,  who  said  she  believed 
it  was  time  for  ns  to  begin  to  knock  at  the  doors  of  the  Legislature, 
a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  form  of  petition  to 
be  circnlated  and  presented  to  the  next  L^slature. 

In  1858  the  CSonvention  again  met  in  Ridimond,  Sarah  Underbill, 
President.  Adeline  T.  Swift  and  Anne  D.  Gridge,  of  Ohio,  both 
excolloit  speakers,  were  present.  Tlie  committee  appointed  to  draft 
a  form  of  petition,  reported  the  following : 

To  th* BanonAU  SenaU  mi  Binm  ^BtprmntaUm  ^the  StatB  tflttdiana: 

The  undersiffticd,  residents  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  rospectfiitly  ask  you  to 

prant  to  women  the  surne  rights  in  property  that  are  enjoyed  hy  men.  We  also 
ask  you  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  amend  the  ConstitutioQ  so  as  to  extend 
to  woman  the  right  of  suffrage. 
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Sarah  Underbill,  Emma  Swank,  Mary  BirdsaU,  Agnea  Cook,  Dr. 
Mary  F.  Thomaa,  and  Amanda  Waj  wBre  appointed  to  pment  said 
petition  to  the  Legislature.  The  interest  was  bo  great,  and  the  dis>  • 
cofifiions  so  animated,  for  many  new  speakers  from  all  parts  of  the 
State  had  risen  np,  that  the  Convention  oontinned  through  three 
days. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1859,  the  petition  was  presented  to  the 
lyegislature  by  Mary  Birdsall,  Ai^ncs  Cook,  and  Dr.  Mary  Thomas. 
An  account  of  the  j^roceedings  \\m  given  in  The  Lily^  a  woman's 
rights  paper,  publi-shcd  and  edited  by  Dr.  Mary  Tiioraas.  The  oc- 
casion of  the  presentation  of  petitions  iti  person  by  a  delegation  of 
the  Indiana  Woman's  Kights  Association  before  the  atj^embled 
Honsea  of  fhe'l^egiflilatiiie,  drew  an  immenae  crowd  long  before  the  ap- 
pointed hour.  On  the  'amyal  of  the  Committee,  they  were  eeoorted 
to  the  Speaker's  stand.  Tlie  Presideikt,  J.  R.  Cravens^  introdoced 
ibem  to  their  BepresentativeB. 

Mrs.  Agnes  Cook,  in  a  few  brief  rsnuoks,  invited  a  aerions  and 
candid  eonsiderBtion  of  the  intrinaie  merits  of  the  petition  aboat  to 
be  presented,  and  the  argnments  of  the  petitioners. 

Dr.  Mary  Thomas  read  the  petition  signed  by  over  one  thousand 
residents  of  Indiana,  and  urged  the  Legislature  to  pass  laws  giving 
equal  property  rights  to  married  women,  and  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  so  an»end  the  Constitution  of  the  IState  as  to  secure  to  all 
women  the  right  of  suffrage.  She  claimed  tliese  riglits  on  the 
ground  of  absolute  justice,  as  well  as  tlie  highest  expediency,  point- 
ing out  clearly  the  evils  that  flow  from  class  legislation. 

Mrs.  Birdsall  being  introdaced,  read  a  clear,  concise  address,  occa- 
pying  about  half  an  hoinr. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Gen.  Steele,  was  nnanimonsly 
adopted: 

UitoML,  Tbat  (he  addreiMi  Just  md  be  spread  apon  tbe  Jeonwt,  end  that 
copies  be  leqneeted  for  pablieetloii  in  the  city  papers. 

After  the  Senate  adjourned,  the  Speaker  caUed  the  House  to 
order,  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Murray,  it  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  memorial  just  presented.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Hamilton,  the  petition  was  made  the  special  order  for  Friday, 
when  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  "  Bights  and  Privileges," 
who  reported  **that  Icgisktion  on  tiiis  snbjeot  is  ineaqpedient  at  this 
time,^  which  report  was  ooncnrred  in  bj  the  Honse. 

The  ninth  annnal  meeting  was  held  in  Good  TempUun'  Hall, 
Richmond,  in  October,  1859.  It  oontinned  bnt  one  day,  as  the  time 
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va8  fully  occupied  in  biisiuetus  plans  for  future  work.  Marj  B. 
]>irdsall  was  chosen  President  of  the  Association. 

The  intense  exciteuieut  of  the  politicul  campaign  of  1860,  and  tlio 
civil  war  that  followed,  absorbed  every  other  interest.  The  women 
who  had  so  sealonalj  worked  for  their  own  rights,  were  just  as  ready 
to  help  others.  Some  hastened  to  the  hospitals;  others  Ubored  in 
the  sanitary  movement.  Others  did  doable  duty  at  home,  tilling  the 
gronnd  and  gathering  in  the  harvests,  that  their  fathers,  husbands, 
brothers,  and  sons  might  go  forth  to  fight  the  battles  ol  freedom. 
Ko  conventions  were  held  for  ten  years;  bnt  pablie  sentiment  had 
taken  a  long  stride  during  those  years  of  eonflict,  and  when  the 
pioneers  of  this  reform,  who  had  been  accostomed  to  opposition  and 
misrepresentation,  a^n  b^n  the  work,  they  were 'astonished  to 
find  themselves  in  a  comparatively  popular  cnrrent. 

We  find  the  following  letters  from  Heniy  C.  Wright  and  £sther 
Ana  Lukeus,  in  The  LiberiUor : 

Dublin,  Watitb  Co^  ladisna,  Oct.  14,  1851. 

Deah  rJAimrsoX: — T  am  in  a  Woman's  Rights  Convention,  the  first  ever 
held  in  this  State,  cn1le<1  by  the  women  of  Indiana  to  consider  the  true  position 
of  woman.  An  excelknt  but  short  address  was  made  by  the  President,  Han- 
nab  Hifttt,  on  tba  impovtsace  of  tlu  nomoMt  and  the  mbunu  oooseqaenccs 
of  dividing  the  interests  of  men  and  womsut  snd  making  their  ralatimis  an- 
t:<gonistic  in  the  State,  the  Church,  and  the  affairs  of  every-day  life.  Much 
was  f^aid  against  woman's  taking  part  in  government.  It  would  degrade  lier 
to  vote  and  hold  office,  and  destroy  her  influence  as  mother,  wife,  daughter, 
Bister.  It  was  Ji  answer  ttwt  if  wMug  and  holding  oflBoe  woold  dqjrade  worn- 
en,  thay  would  degrade  men  also ;  whatever  is  injurious  to  the  moxal  nstare, 
delicacy,  and  refinement  of  woman  is  equally  so  to  man,  Moral  oUigatioas  rest 
equally  on  both  pexes.  Man  should  be  as  refined  and  chaste  m  woman  if  we 
would  make  our  social  life  pure.  Women  may  as  well  say  to  men.  Keep 
away  firom  the  ballot-box  and  from  office,  for  it  degrades  you  and  unfits  you  to 
be  our  companions,"  as  for  man  to  say  so  to  women.  I>r.  Cnrtia,  a  Methodist 
class-leader,  said  the  Bible  had  plaoed  the  jfeol  iinMsZ  in  all  disputes  in  mnn  ; 
that  if  woman  refused  obedience,  God  gave  man  the  right  to  use  force.  This 
"  Christian  teacher  "  was  the  only  person  in  the  Convention  who  appt'aled  to  the 
spirit  of  rowdyism,  whose  language  was  unbecoming  tlie  subject  and  the  occa- 
sion. He  was  the  only  one  who  appealed  to  the  Bihle  to  Justify  the  sulgectioa 
of  woman.  And  while  he  awarded  to  maa  the  right  to  use  Ibroe,  he  said  the 
only  influence  the  Bible  autliorizod  woman  to  use  was  moral  suiusion.  Man  is 
to  rule  woman  by  violence;  woman  must  rule  man  by  love,  kindness,  and  long- 
suffering.  So  says  the  ISible  according  to  the  interpretation  of  the  learned 
Dr.  Cords.  The  Cdnvcntioo  lasted  two  days.  It  was  a  thrilling  meeting. 

Tours,  Rbnrt  C.  Wrioht. 

New  Oardbv,  Ohio,  (kt,  2«  18S1. 
DsAH  Fridids    When  Goethe  was  asked  if  the  world  would  be  better  if 
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the  Gtilden  Age  were  restored,  he  answered, A  synod  of  good  women  shall 
dedde." 

CbQld  his  spirit  look  down  apon  us  he  would  see  those  synods,  of  which  he 
perhap'4  {jropliptimtly  spoke.  fti»sem'>lin»7  all  ovor  the  land,  not  to  restore  an  aj^e 
of  semi-lmrbarisra,  liut  to  hasten  the  advent  of  a  new  and  far  more  gohlen  era, 
when  there  will  be  no  dangerous  pilgrimage  of  years*  duration  to  win  back  the 
Holy  Sepalchre,  bat  s  hr  more  di^ne  end  sscrad  inheritance  shell  have  been 
sought  end  found  ;  namely,  freedom  for  woiuun  (o  exercise  every  right,  espacity, 

and  power  widi  wliirh  (lod        cnilovvcd  licr. 

If  there  are  any  niitiirul  riglits,  then  they  belong  to  all  by  virtue  of  our  hu- 
manity, and  are  not  graduated  by  degrees  of  superiority.  If  the  privilege  of 
voting  had  been  limited  to  those  men  who  were  strong  in  mind  and  morals, 
we  should  never  have  had  a  Governor's  signature  to  "  the  black  laws  of  Ohio.** 

It  is  perverse  and  cruel  to  raise  the  cry  that  we  make  war  upon  domestic  life ; 
tlint  we  would  destroy  it^i  natural  order  and  attraction  by  allosving  woimm  to 
mingle  in  the  coarbe  and  noisy  scenes  of  political  life.  Is  nut  the  aid  of  man 
equally  important  in  the  fiunily,  and  would  Ms  neoessaiy  dutiws  In  llie  home 
conflict  with  his  duties  as  a  citiaen  and  a  patriot  I 

Man  can  not  wrong  and  oppress  woman  without  jeopardizing  his  own  liti- 
erty.  Cramped  and  crippled  as  she  may  be  by  inexorable  law,  slie  avenges 
herself,  and  decides  his  destiny.  So  long  as  woman  is  outlawed,  man  pays  the 
penalty  in  ignorance,  poverty,  and  suffering.  Our  interests  are  one,  we  rise  or 
fall  togetiier. 

Sisters  of  Indiana,  accept  my  heartfelt  sympathy  in  the  work  you  have  under- 
taken.   It  is  well  for  the  pioneers  of  a  new  country  to  call  down  Qod*S  blessiog 

on  their  labors  by  an  early  claim  to  an  eijuality  of  rights. 

Yours,  for  justice  to  all,  Estkkr  Axn  Luke.ns. 

Having  never  met  the  brave  women  who  endured  the  iirst  shower 
of  ridicule  in  Indiana,  we  asked  to  be  introduced  to  them  in  some 
brief  pen-sketches,  and  in  the  following  manner  they  present  them- 
selves: 

KKV.   AM.WTIA   M.  WAY 

may  he  truthfully  called  the  niotlier  of  •  Tlie  Woman  Siiffraire  Association  "  in 
Indiana  or*^anizfd  in  l^ol,  and  took  an  active  part  in  all  tin-  Coiivi  iitions  until 
she  became  a  resideul  iu  Kansas  in  1872.  3Iiss  Way  was  always  an  ai)oliiionist, 
a  proliibitionistt  and  an  uncomprombing  suflragist — the  great  pioneer  of  a'l 
reforms.  It  is  amusing  to  hear  bow  many  places  she  has  been  the  first  to  fill ; 
yet  she  has  done  it  all  in  such  a  quiet  way  that  no  one  seemed  to  feel  that  she 
was  ever  out  of  place.  It  was  a  common  remark,  "  Amanda  can  do  that,  but 
she  is  not  like  other  people."  She  was  the  &rst  woman  elected  Grand  Secre- 
tary of  the  •*  Indiana  Order  of  Good  Temptoni,*'  in  1856 ;  the  first  State  lecturer 
and  organizer ;  the  first  in  the  world  to  be  elected  Grand  Worthy  Chief  Tem- 
plar;  the  first  one  in  ber  State  to  be  a  representative  to  the  national  lodge  :  the 
first  one  sdmittrd  n«»  a  regular  representative  to  the  Grand  Division,  S»ins  of 
Temperance,  and  the  first  to  be  a  license<l  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  What  is  better  still,  she  continues  in  the  work  she  b^;an.  gaining 
power  and  influence  with  the  experience  of  years.   An  editor,  spesking  of  her, 
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Rairl  :  "  There  if  no  woman  more  widely  and  favorably  known  in  thin  State 
thiin  Amarifla  Way.  Her  nanic  is  i\  household  word,  and  io  the  bearU  of  the 
temperunctj  reformerii  her  memory  will  erer  be  aacred/' 

In  1859,  ibe  wm  ttsodaitod  with  Mra.  Undcrhill  in  editing  Th$  Ladim*  TWft. 
tra«,  and  has  since  been  connected  witli  tiie  praw  moch  of  the  time.  Duriog 
the  Rebellion,  her  time  and  thoughts  were  given  to  active  labors  in  the  hos- 
pitals and  the  sanitary  movement.  Many  n  soldier  retnmed  to  his  home  who 
would  have  died  but  for  her  care.  In  company  with  Mrs  Swank  she  presented 
a  memoriftl  to  tiie  Legislatare  in  1871t  asklnj^  the  eleeHve  fttinehiae  for  women, 
and  made  a  werj  effective  apeeeh  on  the  occasion. 

Her  home-life  has  been  equally  active  and  faithful;  a  widowed  mother  and  a 
ei«!ter*!*  orphaned  children,  have  been  her  sj)^cial  care,  depending  on  her  for 
support.   Once,  when  asked  why  she  never  married,  she  laughingly  replied, 
I  never  had  time/ 

She  hat  been  a  oondrtent  member  of  the  MstbodfatClinicfa  twenty  years,  and 

t*?u  years  ago,  unsolicited  by  herself,  she  wa-^  licensed  as  a  minister  by  the 
Winchester  Quarterly  Conference,  Rev.  Milton  Mahin,  Presiding  Elder.  In 
her  travels  over  the  State  she  preaches  almost  every  Sunday,  being  invited  to 
mi  many  pulpits,  both  in  Kaaaaa  and  tfait  State. 

She  ie  a  ealm,  ibnible,  earnest  apeaher,  and,  though  qniet  and  reserred  in 
manner,  she  h  gonial  and  warm  in  her  affections. 

She  i'«  now  fifty-two  years  old,  and  though  her  life  has  been  a  constant  battle 
with  wrongs,  she  has  not  become  misanthropic  nor  despondent.  Knowing  that 
progress  is  the  law  of  life,  ahe  has  ftall  fidth  that  the  moral  world,  though  mov- 
ing slowly,  is  still  moving  in  the  right  direction. 

HEf.EN   V.  AUSTIN, 

(.'orresiKjnding  t>ccrotary  of  the  State  Suffrage  Association  for  many  years,  a 
position  for  which  she  was  eminently  fitted,  being  gifted  as  a  writer.  Having 
had  a  liberal  edneation,  and  great  enthutiaam  in  onr  cause,  hat  labors  have 
been  valuable  and  effective.  She  is  a  correspondent  for  several  journals  and 
periodicals,  is  very  active  in  "  The  State  norticnltural  Socie^,*'  and  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  all  the  progressive  movements  of  the  day. 

LOUIBE  T.  BOTH. 

Mrs.  Boyd  is  a  lady  of  line  poetical  genius  and  superior  literary  attainments. 

She  has  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  woman  sufl^agc  for  many  years,  and  ii 
herself  u  living  argument  of  woman's  ability  to  use  the  rights  she  asks. 

In  IdTl  she  read  a  very  able  essay  on  the ''Women  of  the  Bible,"  before 
tile  State  Association  of  tlw  Christian  Church.  It  was  the  first  time  a  woman's 
voice  had  been  heard  in  that  religious  body.  The  suocess  of  her  eflbrt  on 
tliat  ocra-ion  opened  the  way  for  other  women.  Mrs.  Boyd  and  her  husband 
(I»r.  S.  S.  Boyd,  who  is  also  a  zealous  friend  of  our  cause),  have  both  been 
officers  of  the  S  ate  W'.  8.  Association  for  mauy  years,  taking  an  active  part  io 
all  our  Conventions. 

BBY.  KABT  T.  CLAKK. 

Mra.  Claik  has  been  an  aoeeptable  leeturer  and  preacher  for  many  years  in 
dilferent  parts  of  the  Slate.  She  was  early  a  re<>ogn{aed  minister  among  the 
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Congregational  Qtiakora.  More  recently  she  has  been  ordained  in  the  Univpr- 
salist  Church,  and  enjoys  equal  rights  and  honors  with  the  clergjmeu  ot  that 
•Senomintlioii.  She  is  %  womni  of  eduoatton  and  culture,  and  of  Bnglish 
paientage. 

SUM  ▲  B.  SWANK. 

UtB.  Swank  to  one  of  fho  most  pleaiing  apoaken  of  bdiana.  She  It  a 
graduate  of  Antioch,  and  while  yet  In  coUege  ebe  gained  qoite  a  reputation 
bv  her  lecturing  on  Astronomy.  She  spent  several  years  lecturing  to  classes 
of  women  on  Physiology,  Anatomy,  and  Hygiene.  Of  late,  she  has  devoted 
bvrself  to  Woman  Sofirage  and  Temperance.  She  served  as  president  of  the 
*  State  Sode^  one  jear  before  the  war  and  one  since,  and  has  alwajs  done  good 
snrrioe  to  the  oanie  of  woman  with  hoth  pen  and  tongue. 

SARAH  E.  UNDERHILL, 

Mrs.  Undcrhill  was  first  known  in  Indiana  as  the  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Ladiet'  Tribune  at  Indianapolis  in  1857.  She  associated  with  ber  Amanda 
Way  as  office  editor,  that  she  might  devote  her  entire  time  to  lecturing. 
Though  she  remained  in  the  State  but  three  yesis,  she  was  widdy  and  faTor- 

nbly  known  as  an  earnest  and  effective  speaker  on  Woman  Suffrage  aud  Tem- 
perance. AVhen  the  war  began,  she  was  among  the  fir-.t  to  go  to  the  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers.  A  t>rief  account  of  her  work  in  the  hospitals  will  be  found 
in  the  Women  of  the  War.** 

JAHE  MOBBOW. 

Miss  Morrow  was  a  pioneer  in  our  movement :  attended  the  Second  Conven- 
tion in  1><^)2.  She  was  not  a  -speaker,  but  a  jtrac  tieal  business  woman,  onning 
and  successfully  carrying  on  a  dry -goods  store  in  Riciimond  t\)r  many  ycar.'t. 
^  precept  and  example,  she  taiq^ht  the  doctrine  cf  woman*«  independence  and 
sdf-reliance.  She  was  a  kind,  gemsl,  snnny-hearted  woman,  who  made  all 
alHJUt  her  brigbt  and  happy,  though  she  was  what  the  world  calls  an  "  old 
maid."  In  1867.  she  died  suddenly,  without  a  moment's  warning;  or  parting 
word;  but  Aunt  Jane,''  as  she  was  familiarly  called,  will  long  be  remembered 
in  ber  native  town. 

MABT  B.  BIBDBALL 

was  secretary  of  the  Convention  of  1852,  and  held  that  position  ibr  three 
years.  She  porchaaed  Tke  LUfft  a  Woman^  Rights  paper,  of  Amelia  Bloomer, 
in  1855,  and  published  it  fbr  three  yeaia.   Her  home  Is  in  Richmond. 

VABT  BOBlNSOir  OWEN. 

Mrs.  Owen,  wife  of  Robert  Dale  Owen,  was  not  known  to  the  public  until 
slier  the  war.  It  is  said,  however,  that  she  suggested  and  helped  prepare  the 
ameodmeoti  to  the  faiws  wiUi  refiMrence  to  woman's  proper^  rights,  that  her  hus- 
band carried  through  our  L^slsture.  She  bad  a  strong,  clear  intellect,  and 
her  lecturer  were  more  argumentative  and  pointed  than  rhetorical  and  tiniaho<l. 
She  sympathized  with  and  aided  her  husband  in  all  his  reformatory  movements, 
a'ld  wa9  his  equal  in  mental  power.  She  was  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  our 
Indiana  State  Woman  Suffrage  Association  at  the  time  of  her  death,  1871. 
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HABY  F.  TH0VA8. 

Mary  F.  Thoman,  M.D.,  wm  bom  October  96. 1816,  in  Ibmigomery  Ooontyf 

Miiryland.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and  Mary  Myere,  were  members  of  the  f^ociety 
of  Friends,  and  resided  in  their  early  days  in  Berks  and  Chester  Connfjos,  in 
Pt-UDtiylvania.  Her  father  was  the  associate  of  Benjamin  Lund;,  in  organizing 
and  attendlDg  tbe  6rat  aatl-alaTery  meeting  held  in  Wasliiogtoa,  at  the  risk  of 
tbrir  Hwa. 

Desiring  to  place  his  family  beyond  the  evil  influences  of  slavery,  he  moved 
to  Columbiana  County,  Ohio.  He  purrhased  a  farm  there;  his  daughters  as- 
sisted him  in  his  outdoor  labors  in  the  summer,  and  studied  under  bis  instruc- 
tiona  in  tbe  winter.  WbiktnWaaliiiigtoa  he  frequently  took  liiadanghten  to  - 
the  Capitol  to  liaten  to  the  debatea,  which  gnre  fhem  intereat  in  poUticat  queationa. 
Mary  was  early  roused  to  the  consideration  of  woman^s  wrongs  by  the  unequal 
wages  paid  to  teachers  of  her  own  sex.  In  1845  she  was  much  moved  in 
listening  to  the  preaching  of  Lucretia  Mott  at  a  yearly  meeting  in  Salem, 
Obi(^  and  reaolTed  that  her  beat  eiRMrta  ahoald  be  ^ven  to  aecnre  Juatioe  for 
woman. 

In  1889  she  was  married  to  Dr.  Owen  Thomas.  She  has  three  daughters,  all 
well  educated,  self  reliant  women.  Her  youngest  daughter,  a  graduate  of  Cor- 
uell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York,  took  the  Oreek  prize  in  the  intercollegiate 
conteet  in  18T4.  As  Hra.  Thomaa*  hoaband  waa  a  physician,  she  studied 
medidne  with  him,  and  gitdoated  at  the  Penn  Medical  doliege  of  Phihdelphia 
in  1854.  She  was  the  flnt  woman  to  take  her  place  in  the  State  ^Icdical  .\sso- 
riation  ns  a  rc£riilarly  admitted  di  leqato.  She  is  a  memhor  of  tht>  Wayno  County 
Medical  Association;  has  been  phy.  ician  for  "  The  Hume  for  Frieudlebu  Wom- 
en** in  tho  dtj  of  Richmond  for  nine  years,  and  haa  filled  the  office  of  Ci^ 
Physician  by  the  Appointment  of  the  Oommi«aioneni  for  aererd  jean. 

Thoogh  deeply  interested  in  the  woman  suffrage  reform,  owing  to  her  domes- 
tic cares  and  medical  studies  she  could  not  attend  any  public  meetings  until 
1857;  since  that  time  she  has  been  one  of  the  most  responitible  standard- 
bearers,  and  for  oerenl  yean  Frendent  of  tlie  State  Aasodation. 

Keb.  Thomaa  waa  always  n  oonsciendoos  abolitiooiat;  the  poor  fogitive  flrom 
Ixm  la^'c  did  not  knock  at  her  door  in  vain.  The  temperance  refornif  too,  haa 
had  ht-r  warm  sympathy  and  the  bent-fit  of  her  pure  example.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Good  Templars,  and  has  held  important  otiices  in  that 
Order,  having  been  a  Altiifiil  dtedpla  in  spreading  the  gospel  of  temperance 
over  forty  years,  always  a  member  of  some  organicatioD. 

Dueing  the  war  of  the  rebellion  she  gave  herself  in  every  way  that  was  open 
to  woman  to  the  loyal  service  of  her  country.  As  assistant  iihy^ieiun  in 
hospitals,  looking  after  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  in  sanitary  work  at 
home^  ahe  manlfostsd  at  much  patriotism  as  any  man  did  on  the  battle-fietd. 
After  her  long  experience,  she  cornea  to  die  condndonf  that  with  the  baHot  in 
her  own  hand,  with  the  power  to  coin  her  will  into  law,  a  woman  might  do  a 
ffir  more  effective  work  in  preventing  human  misery  and  crime,  than  shf  evor 
can  accomplish  by  indirect  influence,  in  merely  mitigating  the  evils  man  per- 
petuates by  law. 
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{From  the  Liberator  <ff  May,  1850). 
Bianrs  of  woxbn  in  wtsooNsnr. 

Miooriiy  Rq>ort  or  C.  L.  Sholes,  from  the  **  Committee  on  Expiration  and  Rc- 

ennctmcnt  of  L;iw^,"  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  petitions,  praying'  that 
steps  may  be  taken  to  confer  upon  women  tUe  right  of  sufirage  in 
Wii'OODsin. 

The  miiMffiity  of  fbe  Committee  on  Expiratioii  and  Re-enectment  of  Laws, 
beg  leave  tor  report : 

Tbe  theory  of  our  goTemment,  prockimed  Rome  eighty  yean  since,  these  pe- 
titioners ask  may  be  reduced  to  practice.  The  undersigned  is  aware  that  the 
opinion  has  been  annotmced  from  a  high  place  and  high  source,  that  this  theory 
ie,  in  tbe  iaetmmeiit  wbidft  cootafne  tt,  %  mere  rhetorical  floarieli,  admirable  to 
fill  a  aaotence  aad  round  a  period,  but  othenriao  welcM  and  meaningleM ;  tbat 
80  far  from  all  mankind  being  born  free  and  equal,  it  is  those  only  who  have 
rights  that  are  entitled  to  them  ;  those  vet  out  of  the  pah^  of  tlmt  fortunate  ron- 
lUtion  being  intended  by  Providence  always  to  be  and  remain  there.  But  nut- 
withatandiDg  ibis  opinion  haa  the  weight  of  high  authority*  and  notwithatand- 
ing  the  practice  of  tbe  Amerieaa  people  haa  thna  fiur  teen  in  strict  accordance 
with  such  opinion,  the  undersigned  believes  the  theory  proclaimed  is  not  sim- 
ply a  rhetorical  flourish,  nor  meaningless,  but  that  it  means  just  what  it  says;  that 
it  is  true,  and  being  true,  is  susceptible  of  an  application  as  broad  as  the  truth 
.  proddmed. 

All  humankind,  saya  the  theory,  an  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  ceiw 
tain  inalienable  rights.  Other  governments  proclaim  the  divine  right  of  kin^^s, 
and  assume  that  man  is  the  mere  creature  of  tl)e  goveniment,  deriving  all  his 
rights  &om  its  concessions,  and  forever  subject  to  all  its  impositions,  \\  hik-  tiiis 
government  (or  at  leaat  its  theory)  elevatee  alt  men  to  an  equality  with  kings, 
bringa  every  man  ftee  to  ftoe  with  tbe  author  of  bis  being  and  the  arb'ter  of 
bis  destiny,  deriving  hie  rights  from  that  source  alone ;  and  makes  government 
his  creature  instead  of  his  master,  instituted  by  him  solely  for  the  better  pr- tec- 
tion  and  application  of  his  Qod  givcn  rights.  It  is  important  to  keep  in  Uiind 
tbb  theory  of  our  goTenment  and  its  difference  with  tbe  theories  of  all  other 
govemmenta.  Endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inaUenable  righla,  it 
says,  because  those  righta  are  necessary  to  correct  relations  between  each  indi- 
vidual of  humanity  and  his  Creator.  Herein  is  the  whole  merit  of  the  .\mer  can 
theory  of  government,  and  of  its  practice  too,  so  fur  as  that  practice  has  gone. 
It  ia  a  gnmd  theory,  opening  as  It  does  to  every  bnmao  l>eing  tbe  boundless 
plaina  of  progress  wlilefa  atreteh  out  to  tbe  foot  of  the  eternal  tiSrone,  and  im- 
plying as  it  does  snch  noble  powers  in  humanity,  and  such  noble  conditions  and 
uses  for  tliose  powers.  Its  effect  upon  those  who  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  its 
application  has  been  in  harmony  with  its  own  exalted  character.  Though  but 
a  day  old,  aa  it  werCi  in  tbe  history  of  nations,  the  United  States,  in  a  great 
many  lespeets,  outstrip  all  other  nationa  of  the  earth,  aad  are  inibrior  in  few  or 
no  particulars  to  any.  The  mass  of  her  people  are  conceded  to  be  the  most  in- 
tellig^ent  people  of  the  world,  and  manifest,  individually  and  collectively,  the 
fruits  of  superior  intelligence.  It  will  not  l»e  denied  that  our  theory  of  gov- 
ernment, viewing  as  it  does  every  roan  as  a  sovereign,  opening  up  to  every  man 
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all  the  distiiielioiia,  all  tbe  honon,  and  all  the  wealfh  whldi  man  is  capable  of 

clearing,  appri dating,  or  grn^oping,  cxerclaea  a  poweHbl,  indeed  a  contnUing 

influence  in  making  our  j>eople  what  they  are,  anrl  our  nation  what  it  is. 

Thcee  petitions  ask  onlj  tliat  these  rights,  enjoyed  by  one  portion  of  the 
American  people,  may  be  extended  to  embrace  tbe  whole,  not  leas  for  the  ab- 
stract bnt  an-sollldent  reaaoo,  tbat  tbey  have  been  given  to  the  whole  by  the 
Creator,  than  that  by  their  application  to  the  whole,  the  mote  general  will  be 
the  benefits  experienced  ;  an<l  the  deeper,  broader,  more  prevailing  and  mnre 
enduring  will  become  those  benefits.  Manifestly,  such  must  be  the  case;  for 
a<<  these  rights  belong  t«)  humanity,  and  produce  their  exalted  and  beneficial 
froite  liy  their  appllcalloo  to  and  npon  humanity,  it  fbllows  that,  wherever 
humanity  is,  there  tbey  belong,  and  there  they  will  work  out  their  beneficial 
reoiilt-*.  To  exclude  woman  from  the  possession  of  equal  political  ricrlits  with 
man,  it  <hoiiM  be  stiown  that  slie  is  essentially  a  difl^rrent  l>einp ;  that  the 
Creator  of  man  is  nut  her  Creator ;  that  ^he  has  not  the  same  evil  to  shun,  the 
same  heaven  to  g^n ;  in  short,  Ao  same  grand,  immoitat  deeiiny  which  is  sup- 
ptised  to  invite  to  high  u.se8  the  capacity  of  man,  does  not  pertain  to  nor  iuTite 
Ikt.  We  say  thi'j  must  be  shown  ;  and  if  it  can  not  be,  a."*  certainly  it  can  no'. 
tlitMi  it  follow-i  that  to  withhold  the3«  rights,  .so  beneficial  to  one  jKtrtion,  in  to 
work  an  immediate  and  particular  injury  to  those  from  whom  they  arc  with- 
held, and,  althoogh  a  more  indirect,  not  a  less  certain  injury  to  sIL  Man-mas- 
culine is  not  endowed  by  bis  Creator  with  certain  inallenabto  rights  because  he 
is  male,  but  becau^  he  is  human ;  and  when,  in  virtue  of  our  strong  and 
superior  physical  capacity,  we  deny  to  man-feminine  the  rights  which  are  onrs 
only  in  virtue  of  our  humanity,  we  exercise  the  same  indefensible  tyranny 
against  wldch  w  Iblt  Justified  in  taking  up  arms,  and  perilling  life  and  fortune. 

The  argument  against  conceding  tbeee  rights  all  are  fSimiliar  with.  They  are 
precisely  the  same  which  have  been  in  the  mouths  of  tyrants  from  the  begin- 
ninir  of  time,  and  have  been  urged  against  any  and  every  demand  for  p«>pular 
liberty.  A  want  of  capacity  for  self-government — freedom  will  be  only  licen- 
tiousness— and  out  of  the  possession  uf  riglit-*  will  grow  only  the  practice  of 
follies  and  wmngs.  Tliis  is  tbe  srgument,  in  brief,  applied  t>»  every  step  of 
gr.-Klual  emancipation  on  the  part  of  the  male,  and  now  by  him  applied  to  the 
fi-mule  struggling  to  re  ich  the  c  >mmon  platform.  Slio  dd  the  Anierii  ;iti  m:de. 
in  tlie  van  of  Iminan  pro^rre-s.  as  the  result  of  tlii-^  tli*  ory  of  a  ch[»;u  if  \  fur 
govcrnmcnt,  turn  round  and  ignore  this  divinity,  thi.s  cajmciiy  in  another 
branch  of  the  human  fomily  ?  The  theory  baa  worked  only  good  in  its  appli* 
cation  thus  fhr,  and  it  is  a  most  unreasonable,  a  most  unwarrantable  distrust  to 
expect  it  to  produce  mischief  when  applied  to  others  in  all  resjK^ct<  mentally 
and  morally  the  etna's  of  tho-«e  who  now  enjoy  it.  It  neither  can  nor  will  do 
so;  but,  necessarily,  the  broader  and  more  universal  its  application,  the  broader 
and  more  universal  its  beneSls. 

The  possession  of  political  rights  by  woman  does  not  necessarily  imply  that 
she  must  or  win  enter  into  the  practical  conduct  of  all  the  institutions,  propet 
an  I  improper,  now  ei^tablishcd  and  maintained  by  the  male  portion  of  the  race. 
These  institutions  may  be  right  and  necessary,  or  they  miy  not.  and  the  nature 
of  woman  may  or  may  not  be  in  harmony  with  them.  It  is  not  proposed  to 
enact  a  law  compelling  woman  to  do  certain  things,  but  it  is  proposed  simply 
to  place  her  side  by  side  with  man  on  a  common  platform  of  rights,  confident 
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that,  in  that  position,  she  will  not  outrage  tiie  ^  bigbor  law  "  of  her  nature  by 
descending  to  a  participation  in  faults,  follios,  or  crimes,  for  which  she  has  no 
constitutional  predilectiouB.  The  association  of  woman  with  man,  in  the 
TuicNU  rektfaimi  of  Hlb  jn  which  sach  awociation  is  permitted,  Irom  the  first 
unekwing  of  bit  ejrei  in  tbe  imbecility  of  ialhiM^,  till  tbey  doee  flnany  npon  all 
things  earthly,  is  conceded  to  be  highly  beneficial.  Indeed,  we  think  it  will  be 
ibnndt  on  acrutiny,  that  it  is  only  those  institutions  of  poriety  in  which  women 
haye  no  part,  and  from  which  they  are  entirely  exrluded,  which  arc  radically 
wrong,  and  need  either  thorough  renovation  or  entire  abrogation.  And  if  we 
have  any  dntiea  ao  eaaentially  d^prading,  or  any  inatitntion  ao  eaaentially 
impure,  as  to  be  beyond  the  renovating  influence  which  woman  can  bring  tn 
be.ir  on  thctn,  beyond  question  thoy  should  be  abrogated  without  delay— a  resolt 
which  woiiuin*!*  connection  with  them  would  speedily  bring^  about. 

Who  dares  say,  then,  that  buch  association  woukl  not  L»e  equally  beneficial, 
if  in  erary  sphere  of  activity  opened  to  man,  woman  conld  enter  with  bim  and 
be  at  bis  side  t  Are  oor  ptrtitica,  in  tbmr  pncdce,  so  exalted,  so  dignified,  to 
pure,  that  we  need  no  new  association-^,  no  purer  and  healthier  influences,  than 
now  connected  with  them  ]  Is  our  Government  just  what  we  would  have  it ; 
sre  our  rulers  just  what  we  would  have  them ;  in  short,  have  we  arrived  at  that 
bapi^  summit  where  perfection  in  these  respects  is  found  t  Kot  so.  On  tbe 
eon*iary,  there  is  an  nniverssl  prayer  throiiglioat  the  length  and  breadth  of  tbe 
land,  for  reform  in  these  respects ;  and  where,  let  us  ask,  could  we  reasonably 
look  for  a  more  powerful  agent  to  etfect  tins  reform,  than  in  the  renovating 
influences  of  woman  ?  That  which  has  <Ion<  so  much  for  the  fireside  and  social 
life  generally,  neither  can  nor  will  lose  it^  potent,  beneflcial  etfect  when  brought 
to  bear  upon  other  relations  of  life. 

To  talk  of  confining  woman  to  her  proper  sphere  by  legal  disabilities,  is  an  in> 
suit  to  the  divinity  of  her  nature,  implying,  as  it  docs,  the  absence  of  instinctive 
virtue,  modesty,  and  sense  on  her  part.  It  makes  her  the  creature  of  law — of 
our  law — ^firom  which  she  is  assumed  to  deriye  her  ability  to  keep  the  path  of 
rectitude,  and  tbe  withdrawal  of  which  would  leave  ber  to  sink  to  tbe  depth» 
of  folly  and  vi<-e.  Do  we  really  think  so  badly  of  our  mothers,  wives,  sister 
daughters  ?  Is  it  really  we  only  of  the  race  who  are  instinctively  and  innately 
so  sensible,  so  mo  Ust,  so  virtuous,  as  to  be  qualified,  not  only  to  take  care  of 
oorselves,  but  to  dispense  all  these  exalted  qualities  to  the  weaker,  and,  as  \\c 
assume,  infbrior  half  of  tiie  race  t  If  it  lie  so,  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
Heaven^  last  gift  was  its  best.  King*,  emperors,  and  dictators  confine  their 
subjects,  by  the  interpo«itimi  of  law,  to  what  flu-y  consider  their  proper 
spheres;  and  there  is  certainly  as  nun  li  propriety  in  it  as  in  the  dictation,  by 
one  Hex,  of  the  sphere  of  a  ditferent  sex.  In  the  assumption  of  our  strength, 
we  say  woman  must  not  bsve  equal  rights  witb  us,  because  she  has  a  di&rent 
natore.  If  so,  by  what  oeenlt  power  do  we  ondeistand  that  dllKivent  nature  to 
dictate  by  metes  and  bounds  its  wants  and  spheres?  Fair  play  is  a  Yankee 
characteristic ;  and  we  submit,  if  but  one-half  of  the  race  can  have  rights  at  a 
time  because  of  their  diflerent  natures,  whether  it  is  not  about  time  tbe  pro- 
scribed bdf  bad  ite  chance  in,  to  assume  die  rdm  of  Government,  and  lUctate 
o«r  spbsrs.  It  is  no  great  compliment  to  that  part  of  tbe  laoe  to  venturs  the 
opinion,  that  the  country  would  be  full  as  well  governed  as  it  now  is,  and  our 
sphere  would  be  bounded  with  quite  as  much  liberality  as  now  is  theirs. 
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Let  ev«ry  human  heiag  occup)'  a  coiumon  platform  of  political  rights,  aod  all 
nil!  irresisdbly  gnritate  «z«ctly  to  their  proper  place  and  sphere,  without  dl»> 
cord,  and  with  none  bat  the  moat  beoefldal  rcatrits.  In  this  way  hnnoan  aneigy 
and  capacity  nill  be  fully  economized  and  expended  fpr  tlic  highest  interest  of 
all  humanity  ;  and  thi<  result  is  only  to  be  obtained  by  opening  to  all,  without 
restriction,  common  spheres  of  actirity. 

Woman  haa  all  th«  intemla  on  etrib  ttat  man  baa  aha  baa  all  the  inlaraat 
in  the  fiitiire  that  man  baa.  Han  has  ilghte  only  in  virtne  of  hia  relatione  to 
earth  and  heaven;  and  woman,  whose  relations  are  the  same,  has  the  same 
rights.  The  po«seftsion  of  her  rights,  on  the  part  of  woman,  will  interfere  no 
more  with  the  duties  of  life,  than  their  possessioa  by  man  interferes  with  bis 
duties ;  and  as  man  is  presumed  to  become  a  better  man  in  all  reepeets  by  the 
pnaieeaion  of  bia  righta«  aneh  mnat  be  the  inoTttidile  eflbet  of  their  poeacaaion 
upon  woman. 

Tlie  history  of  the  race,  thus  far,  has  been  a  his'ory  of  tyranny  l>y  the  strong 
over  the  weak.  Might,  not  right,  has  been  as  yd  the  fundamental  practice  of 
all  governments;  and  under  this  order  of  things,  woman,  physically  veak,frf)m 
a  ahiTe,  beaten,  bought,  and  aold  in  the  market,  haa  but  become,  in  the  more 
civilized  and  fiiTored  portions  of  the  earth,  tho  toy  of  wealth  and  the  dmdge 
of  iwverty.  But  we  now  have  at  h'ttst  a  new  snd  diffon'nt  theory  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  as  the  aspiration  of  one  age  is  sure  to  be  the  code  of  the  next,  and 
practice  is  sure  at  some  time  to  overtake  theory,  we  have  reason  to  expect  that 
princitila  will  take  tiie  plaoe  of  mere  bmte  ftme,  and  the  truth  will  be  fiilly 
reaUaed, 

"  Tbiit  men  and  women  have  mt  glory  and  one  shame ; 
Every  thing  that's  done  fuboman  ii:0(u«8  all  of  us  the  same.** 

Never,  till  wonoan  stands  side  by  side  with  man,  his  equal  in  the  eye  of  the 
law  as  wall  as  the  Creator,  will  the  high  deetiny  of  the  race  be  aeoompllahed. 

She  is  the  mother  of  the  r.icc,  and  every  stain  of  littleness  or  inferiority  cast 
ujxm  her  by  our  institutions  will  s  >il  tlie  otfsprinir  she  sond>  into  tin-  woiM. 
and  clip  and  curtail  to  that  extent  his  fair  proi  ortions.  If  we  wouhl  ahrnt;nti' 
that  littleness  of  her  character  which  tinds  a  delight  in  the  gewgaws  of  fashion, 
and  an  enjoyment  in  the  nanow  aphere  of  goeaipping,  social  lilh.  or  tea-table 
scandal,  ao  long  the  ridicule  of  our  sex ;  open  to  her  new  and  mora  ennobNng 
fields  of  activity  and  thought — fields,  the  exploration  of  which  has  filled  the 
Amcriran  males  with  great  thoughts,  and  made  them  the  foremost  people  of  the 
world,  and  which  will  place  the  American  females  on  their  level,  and  make 
them  truly  helps  meet  fbr  them.  When  we  can  add  to  the  men  of  Amer- 
ica a  race  of  women  adneatad  side  by  aide  with  them,  and  enjoying  equal 
advantages  with  them  in  all  respects,  we  may  expect  an  offspring  of  gianta  in 
the  comprehension  anri  application  of  the  great  truths  which  ioTolTe  human 
rights  and  human  happiness. 

These  petitions  ask  that  the  neceeaary  stepd  may  be  taken  to  strike  ftmn  tho 
Constitution  the  legal  distinction  of  aoc.  Tour  Committoa  ia  in  fhvor  of  the 
prayer  of  i\\<d  pctition.s  ;  but.  under  the  moat  favorable  dfCUmstances,  that  is  a 
result  which  could  not  he  attained  in  less  th;in  two  years.  In  all  prohnhility,  it 
will  not  be  longer  than  that  Vwfore  the  Constitution  will  come  up  direetly  for 
revision,  which  will  be  a  proper,  appropriate,  and  favorable  time  to  press  the 
queatioi^ 


CommiUee  Mecammend  no  Action, 


Tour  Coiumittee,  tberefora,  introduoes  no  bill,  and  recommends  no  action  at 
preaent 

AU  of  wbidi  is  napectftiQj  rabmitted.  C.  L.  Siiolcs. 

This  able  report  was  the  result,  in  a  great  measui-e.  of  tlie  ag^ita- 
tioii  started  by  Mre.  Nichols  and  Mrs.  iowler  in  1853,  and  by  Lucy 
Stone's  lecturing  tonr  in  1855,  thus  proving  tliat  no  true  words  or 
bnive  deeds  are  ever  lost.  The  experiences  of  these  noble  pioneers 
ill  tlicir  first  visits  to  AVisconsin,  tlioufrli  in  nmiiy  respects  trvinj^  and 
<li.--couraging,  brouLrht  their  own  rich  rewards,  not  only  in  higher 
individual  dcvelo}>nieiit,  but  in  an  improved  public  o])inion  and 
nioi  e  liberal  legislation  in  regaixl  to  the  nghts  of  women  in  that 
btatu. 
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CHAPTER  X. 
PBKKSTLTAinA. 

William  P«  tiii— Iuf1f»pt'Tn1«^nof'  Tlall— British  troop* — TTerolam  of  women— I,y(!iri  I>:irr,i'i  — 
Who  de^igncil  Uic  Flag— Anti-tliivery  movtnH  titB  In  I'hUadeiphla— Peuiujlvaula  Hall 
dcptroycdliyAiiMlb— 'Diifld  Ftnl  Brown— Fuiritivet—lUDafd  Fillmore  John  Brown 
— AncTPllna  OHmke— Abby  Kelly— Marv  Orcw— Temperance  !n  IM^Hannah  Dur- 
lingtoa  and  Ann  Preaton  before  the  Legialature— Medical  College  for  Women  in  1850— 
Westeheater  Woman  BIgtito  Oonvenaon,  PUIiddiilita  Convfntlon,  IBM— Lneny 
tia  Mott  answers  Richard  H.  Dan:i  — Jane  Orey  Swlsahdm— tetll  Joiepb*  Htle— 
Anna  McDowell— Bachel  Foster  aearching  the  leoorda. 

Izf  1680,  Gharlee  IT.,  King  of  England,  granted  to  Wflliam  Penn 
a  tract  of  land  in  conflideratioD  of  the  claims  of  his  father,  Admiral 
Penn,  which  he  named  Penna^lTania.  The  charter  for  this  land  is 
still  in  ezistenoe  at  Hanrishorg,  among  the  archiyea  of  the  State. 
The  prinelpal  condition  of  the  baigain  with  the  Indians  was  the  pay> 
ment  of  two  beaver  akins  annnally.  This  was  the  pnrdbase  money 
for  the  gieat  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Penn  landed  at  I^c  w  Castle  October  S7, 1689,  and  in  November  visit- 
ed the  infant  city  of  Philadelphia,  where  bo  many  of  the  eventful  scenes 
of  tlic  Kevohition  transpired.  Penn  had  been  already  imprisoned  in 
England  several  times  for  his  Quaker  principles,  which  had  dobenefip 
cent  an  influence  in  his  dosilings  with  the  Indians,  and  on  the  moral 
character  of  the  religious  sect  he  founded  in  the  colonies. 

While  yet  a  student  he  was  expelled  from  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
because  he  was  converted  to  Quakerism  under  the  preacliing  of 
Thomas  Loe  He  was  imprisoned  in  Cork  for  attending  a  Quaker 
meeting,  and  in  the  Tower  of  London  in  1668  for  writing  "  The 
Sandy  Foundation  Shaken,"  aiul  w  hile  there  he  wrote  his  great 
work,  "  No  Cross,  No  Crown."  In  1671,  he  was  again  imprisoned 
for  preaching  Quakerism,  and  as  he  wonld  take  no  oath  on  his  trial, 
he  was  thrown  into  Newgate,  and  while  there  he  wrote  his  other 
great  work  on  **  Toleration," 

In  1739  the  f onndations  of  Independence  Hall,  the  old  State 
Honse,  were  laid,  and  the  building  was  completed  in  1784.  Here 
the  first  Continental  Oongrasa  was  held  in  September,  1774;  a 
Provincial  Convention  in-  January,  1775;  the  Declaration  of  In 
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dependence  proclaimed  July  4, 1776,  and  on  the  8ih,  read  to  tlioa- 
aanda  aasemUed  in  front  of  the  bnilding.  These  great  OTonts 
have  made  Philadelpliia  the  birthplace  of  freedom,  the  Mecca  of  tliis 
western  world,  where  the  lovers  of  liberty  go  np  to  worship ;  and 
made  the  Keystone  State  so  rich  in  meraoricB,  the  brightest  star 
in  the  republican  constellation,  where  in  1776  freedom  was  pro- 
claiine(i,  and  in  1780  slavery  was  abolished. 

Philadelphia  remained  the  seat  of  Government  nntil  1800. 
The  British  troops  occnpied  the  city  from  September  2G,  1777, 
to  June  18,  1778.  During  this  period  we  find  manv  intere.-^t- 
ing  incidents  in  regard  to  the  heroism  of  women.  In  every  way 
they  aided  the  struggling  army,  not  only  in  providing  foo<l  and 
clothes,  mlTiistering  to  the  sick  in  camp  and  hospitals,  but  on  active 
duty  as  messengers  and  spies  under  most  difficult  and  dangerous  cir- 
cumstances. The  brave  deeds  and  severe  privations  the  women  of 
this  nation  endured  with  cheerfulness  would  till  volumes,  yet  no 
monuments  are  built  to  their  memory,  and  only  by  the  right  of 
petition  have  they  as  yet  the  slightest  recognition  in  the  Qovemment. 
A  few  instances  that  occurred  at  Philadelphia  will  illustrate  the 
patriotism  of  American  women.* 

While  the  American  army  remained  encamped  at  White  Mansh,  the 
British  being  in  possession  of  Philadelphia,  Gen.  Howe  made  some  vain 
attempts  to  draw  Waahington  into  an  engagemtint.  The  house  opposite 
the  headqnarteis  of  Gton.  How«,  tenanted  by  WUUam  and  I^dls  Banmh, 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  was  the  pleee  seleeted  by  the  sope- 
rior  officers  of  the  army  for  private  oonference,  whenever  it  waa  neeeaaary 
to  hold  consultations. 

On  the  attemoon  of  the  2d  of  December,  the  British  Adjutant-General 
eaUed  and  Informed  the  mirtreoa  tiiat  he  and  eome  friends  were  to  meet 
there  tiiat  evening,  and  desired  that  the  baok  room  iip-ntaire  might  be 
prepared  for  their  reception.  "And  be  sure,  Lydia,"  lie  concluded, 
"  that  your  family  are  all  in  bed  at  an  early  hour.  Wlien  otir  guests  are 
ready  to  leave  the  house,  I  will  mytsell  give  you  notice,  tliat  you  may  let 
OS  out  and  eztingnlah  tlie  eandlea.** 

Having  delivered  this  order,  the  AdiJatant-General  departed.  Lydia 
betook  herself  to  getting  all  things  in  readiness.  But  she  felt  curious  to 
know  what  the  htisiness  could  be  that  required  such  secrecy,  and  re- 
solved on  further  invet>tigutiou.  Accordingly,  in  the  midst  of  their  con- 
ference that  night,  she  quietly  approaebed  the  door,  and  Uatening,  heard 
a  plan  for  tiie  nirprise  of  Washington*e  foroee  arranged  ftw  the  next  night. 
She  retreated  softly  to  her  room  and  laid  dow^n;  soon  there  was  a  knock- 
ing at  her  door.  8he  knew  well  what  the  signal  meant,  but  took  no 
heed  until  it  was  repeated  again  and  again,  aud  then  she  arose  quickly 

•  Mm.  Bllet*i  Wonea  of  the  BevolnHon.** 
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nnd  opened  the  door.  It  wus  the  Adjutant-Greneral  who  onmf  to  inform 
her  they  were  ready  to  depart.  Lydia  let  them  out,  fastened  the  door, 
extinguished  the  fire  and  lights,  and  returned  to  her  chamber,  but  she 
was  anMMy,  thinUng  of  the  tbfeatened  danger. 

At  the  dawn  of  day  ahe  aroee,  telling  her  family  that  she  must  go  to 
Frankfort  to  procure  some  flour.  Sbn  mounted  her  horse,  and  taking  tho 
bag,  started.  The  snow  wa.s  deep  and  the  cold  intense,  but  Lydia'.s 
heart  did  not  falter.  Leaving  the  grist  at  the  mill,  she  started  on  foot 
for  the  eamp,  determined  to  apprise  Gen.  Wadifaigton  of  his  danger. 
On  the  way  she  mot  one  of  hiaoflloerSi  who  exclaimed  in  astonishment  at 
seeing  her.  but  making  her  errand  kncvwn,  she  hnstf^ned  liome. 

Preparations  were  immediately  made  to  give  the  eueiiiy  a  fitting  re- 
ception. Hone  suspected  the  grave,  demure  Quakeress  of  having  snatch- 
ed from  the  English  their  aatielpated  vietory ;  hat  after  the  retnni  of  the 
British  troops  Gen.  Howe  summoned  Lydia  to  his  apartment^  looked  the 
door  with  an  air  of  mystery,  and  motioned  her  to  a  seat.  After  a  moment 
of  silence,  ho  said:  "Wore  any  of  your  family  np,  Lydia,  on  the  night 
when  I  received  my  company  here  ?"  "No,"  she  replied,  "  they  all  re- 
tired at  eight  o'olook. "  It  is  Tery  straageb"  said  the  offleer,  and  mused 
a  fsw  minutes.  "I  know  you  were  adeep,  lor  I  knooked  at  your  door 
three  times  beforo  you  heard  me;  yet  it  is  certain  that  we  were  betrayed." 

Afterward  some  one  asked  Lydia  how  she  could  say  her  family  were 
ail  in  bed  while  she  herself  was  up;  she  replied,  "Husband  and  wife  are 
one,  and  that  <me  Is  the  husband,  and  my  husband  was  In  bed.**  Thus 
the  wit  and  wisdom  of  this  Quaker  woman  saved  the  Amerioan  forces  at 
an  important  erisis,  and  peifaaps  turned  the  fate  of  the  Berolutionary 
War. 

During  that  dreadfal  winter,  1T80,  at  Yalley  Forge,  the  hidies  of 
Philadeii^ia  combined  to  forniah  clothing  for  the  amy.  Money 
and  jewels -were  contributed  in  profusion.  Those  who  could  not 
give  money,  gave  their  flervioes  freely.  ITot  leas  than  $7,500  were 

contributed  to  an  association  for  this  purpose,  of  which  Esther  De 
Berdt  Beed  was  ])resident.  Though  an  Englisli  woman,  the  French 
Secivtary  said  of  lier:  "She  is  called  to  this  office  as  the  best 
patriot,  the  most  zealous  and  active,  and  the  most  attached  to  the 

interests  of  the  countrv." 

The  archives  of  the  Ke\  stone  State  piu\ c  that  slie  can  l  »o;ist  many 
riobh*  women  from  the  time  of  tliat  grout  .struggle  for  the  nation's 
existence,  tlie  signal  for  which  was  given  wIh  ii  the  brave  old  i>ell  rang 
out  from  Inde]>endence  Hall  its  message  ot  free<loni.  The  very 
colors  then  unfurled,  and  for  the  tir.-t  time  named  the  Hag  of  the 
L  iiited  States,  were  the  handiwork,  and  in  part  the  invention  of 
a  woinaD.  That  to  tlie  taste  and  suggestions  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Boss,  of  Philadelphia,  we  owe  the  beauty  of  the  Union's  Hag  can 
not  be  denied*  There  are  those  who  would  deprive  her  of  all  credit 
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in  thiB  coimecti<m,  and  assert  that  tiie  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  flag  gave  her  the  perfected  design ;  but  the  eyidence  is  in 
&yor  of  her  having  had  a  huge  share  in  the  change  from  the  origi- 
nal design  to  the  flag  as  it  now  is ;  the  same  flag  which  we  have  held 
as  a  nation  since  the  memorable  year  of  the  Dedaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  flag  which  now  floats  on  eveiy  sea,  whose  stars  and 
atripes  carrj  hope  to  all  the  oppressed  nations  of  the  earth ;  though 
to  woman  it  is  but  an  i^nh  fatuus^  an  ever  waving  signal  of  the 
ingratitude  of  the  republic  to  one-half  its  citizens. 

An  anecdote  of  a  female  spy  is  related  in  the  journal  of  Major  Tall- 
madge.  While  the  Americans  were  at  Valley  Forge  he  was  stationed 
ill  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  with  a  detachment  of  cavalry  to 
ob^t'ive  the  enemy  and  limit  the  range  of  British  foraging  parties. 
His  duties  required  the  utmost  vigilance,  his  squad  seldom  remained 
all  night  in  the  same  position,  and  their  horses  were  rarely  unsad- 
dled. Hearing  that  a  country  girl  had  gone  into  the  city  with  eggs; 
having  been  sent  bj  one  of  the  American  officers  to  gain  informa- 
tion ;  Tallmadge  advanced  toward  the  British  lines,  and  dismounted 
At  a  small  tavern  within  view  of  their  ontpoets.  The  girl  came  to 
the  tavern,  hot  while  she  was  commnnieating  her  intelligence  to  the 
Major,  the  alarm  was  given  that  tiie  British  light-horse  were  ap- 
proaching.  Tallmadge  instantly  mounted,  and  as  the  girl  entreated 
protection,  bade  her  get  up  licliiiiil  liini.  Thej  rode  tlircc  miles  at 
full  qpeed  to  Germantown,  the  damsel  showing  no  fear,  though  there 
was  some  wheeling  and  charging,  and  a  brisk  firin<:^  of  pistols. 

Tradition  tells  of  some  women  in  Philadelphia,  wIkjsc  husbands 
used  to  send  intelligence  from  tlie  American  army  tlirougli  a  market- 
boy,  who  came  into  the  city  to  bi  ing  provisions,  and  carried  the  dis- 
patches sent  in  the  back  of  his  coat.  One  morning,  when  there 
was  some  fear  that  his  movements  were  watched,  a  young  <rirl 
undertook  to  get  tiie  ])aper8.  In  a  pretended  game  of  romps,  she 
threw  her  shawl  over  his  head,  and  secured  the  prize.  She  hastened 
with  the  papers  to  her  friends,  who  read  them  with  deep  interest, 
after  the  windows  were  carefully  dosed.  When  news  came  of  Bur- 
goyne's  surrender,  the  sprightly  girl,  not  daring  to  give  vent  openly 
to  her  exultation,  put  her  head  up  the  chimney  and  hnirahed  for 
Gates. 

And  not  only  in  the  exciting  days  cf  the  Bevolution  do  we  find 
Abundant  records  of  woman^s  courage  and  patriotism,  but  in  all  the 

jpreat  moral  movements  that  have  convulsed  the  nation,  she  Iias 
taken  an  active  and  helpful  part.  The  soil  of  Pennsylvania  is 
classic  with  the  startling  events  of  the  anti-slavery  struggle.  lu 
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tiio  fint  Anti-Slavery  Society,  of  whieh  Benjamm  Fnoklin  was 
president,  women  took  part,  not  <mly  as  members,  but  as  officen«. 
The  name  of  Lydia  Gillingham  stands  side  by  side  with  Jae^Ai  M. 
Ellis  as  associate  secretaries,  siipiing  reports  ol  the  Association  for 

the  Abolition  of  Slavery." 

The  importnnt  part  women  took  in  the  later  movement,  inaugu- 
rated by  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  has  already  passed  into  history. 
The  interest  in  this  question  was  intensified  in  this?  State,  as  it  was 
the  scene  of  the  continued  recapture  of  fugitives.  Tiie  heroism 
of  tlic  women,  who  helped  to  fight  this  great  battle  of  freedom, 
was  only  surpassed  by  those  who,  taking  their  lives  in  their  hands, 
escaped  from  the  land  of  slaveiy.  The  same  lore  of  liberty  that 
glowed  in  eloquent  words  on  the  lips  of  Lneretia  Hbtt,  Angelina 
Grimk4,  and  Mary  Ghw,  waa  edioed  la  the  brave  deeds  of  Mar- 
garet Gamer,  linda  Brent,  and  Mrs.  Stowage  Elhea. 

On  December  4, 1888,  the  Abolitionista  assembled  in  Philadelphia 
to  hold  a  national  convention,  and  to  form  the  American  Anti- 
Slaveiy  Society.  During  all  the  sessions  of  three  days,  women  were 
constant  and  attentive  listeners.  Lneretia  Mott,  Esther  More,  Sid- 
ney Ann  Lewis,  and  Lydia  White,  took  pnit  in  the  discussions. 
The  following  resolution,  passed  at  the  close  of  the  third  day,  with- 
out dif^sent,  or  a  word  to  qualify  or  limit  its  application,  shows  tliat 
no  one  then  thought  it  improper  for  women  to  speak  in  public : 

JleaoleMl,  That  the  thanks  iA  the  Convention  be  j^sented  to  our 
female  friends  for  the  deep  Interest  they  have  manifested  In  the  eauee  of 
anti-slavery,  dnilng  the  long  and  ftttlgning  sesdons  of  this  Oonvmtion. 

Samuel  J.  May,  in  writing  of  this  occaaion  many  years  after,  says : 

**  It  is  one  of  the  proudest  rc  ollcc  tions  of  my  life  that  I  was  a 
member  of  the  Convention  in  Philadelphia,  in  December,  1838, 
that  formed  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society.  And  I  well  re- 
member the  auspicious  sequel  to  it,  the  formation  of  the  Philadelphia 
Female  Anti-Shivery  Society.  Nor  glijill  I  ever  forget  the  wise,  tlie 
impiewbive,  the  animating  words  spoken  in  our  Convention  by  dear 
Lneretia  Mott  and  two  or  three  other  excellent  women  M  ho  cume 
to  that  meeting  by  divine  appointment.  But  with  this  last  recollec- 
tion will  be  forever  associated  the  mortifying  fact,  that  we  men 
were  then  so  blind,  so  obtuse,  that  we  did  not  recognize  those 
women  as  members  of  onr  Gonvontion,  and  insist  upon  their  sub* 
icribiDg  their  names  to  onr  ^Dedaiation  of  Sentimenta  and  Par- 
poses.'" 
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PHILADELPHIA  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY. 

No  sooner  did  the  Xational  Society  adjouni,  than  the  women  who 
had  listened  to  the  diseiissions^  witli  such  deep  interest,  assembled  to 
organize  themselves  for  action.  A  few  extracts  from  Man  <  Irew's 
final  report  of  the  Philadelphia  Female  Anti-Slavery  Society  iu 
1870  show  that — 

A  meeting  convened  at  the  school-room  of  Catherine  McBermott,  12th 
mo.  9th,  1833,  to  tak«?  into  consideration  the  propru'ty  of  forininir  a 
Female  Anti-Slavery  Society ;  addresses  were  made  by  Samuel  J.  May, 
of  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  and  Nathaniel  Southard,  of  Boston,  who  pomted 
out  th0  ImpoTtant  assittMioe  that  might  be  rendered  by  our  eez  in  re* 
moving  the  great  evil  of  slavery.  After  some  dieoassion  upon  this  in- 
teresting subject,  it  was  concluded  to  form  a  f^ociety.  in  the  beHef  that 
our  combined  efforts  would  more  effectually  aid  in  relieving  the  oppres- 
sion of  our  suffering  fellow-creatures.  For  thi^  purpose  a  Committee 
woe  appointed  to  dtnit  a  Gi»istitation,  and  to  propose  sneh  measares  as 
would  be  likelj  to  promote  the  Abolition  ol  Biaveiy,  and  to  elevate  ilie 
people  of  color  from  their  present  degraded  situation  to  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  their  rights,  and  to  increaaed  usofulness  in  society. 

At  a  meeting  held  12th  mo.  14tb,  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  9th 
submitted  a  fonn  of  G<»>stittntion,  wMdk  m  read  and  adopted.  Alter 
its  adoption,  the  following  persons  signed  their  names;  Lneretla  Mott, 
Esther  Moore,  Mary  Ann  Jackson,  Margaretta  Forten,  Sarah  Louisa 
Forten,  Grace  Douf^lass,  Mary  Sleeper,  Rebecca  Hi tchioH.  Mary  CU'nient. 
A.  C.  Eckstein,  Mary  Wood,  Leah  Fell,  Sidney  Ann  Lewis,  Catherine  Mc- 
Dermott,  Susan  M.  Shaw,  Lydia  Wliite,  Sarah  MoCrummell,  Hetty  Burr. 
Tbe  Sodetjr  then  pioeeeded  to  the  ehoiee  of  dDeers  for  the  ensuing 
year;  when  the  following  persons  were  elected:  Esther  Moore,  Presiding 
Officer;  Margaretta  Forten,  Recording  Secretary;  Lucretia  Mott,  ToiTe- 
sponding  S«'cretAry;  Anna  Bunting,  Treasurer;  Lydia  White,  Librnrian. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  ffrst  two  years  of  this  Society  are  not  ex- 
tant; but  from  its  third,  we  learn  that  in  each  of  those  years  tiie  Soeiety 
memorialized  Congress,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  Win  Territories  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
second  year  of  its  cxir-tencc,  it  appointed  a  Standing  Coujiuittoo  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  the  schools  for  colored  children  in  thici  city,  and  aid- 
ing tiiem  in  any  praotleable  way.  In  the  third  year  it  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee "to  make  airangsments  for  the  establishment  of  a  course  of  sci- 
entific lectures,  whioh  our  colored  friends  were  particularly  invited  to 
attend."  The  phraseology  of  thi.s  Htateuieut  implies  that  white  persons 
were  not  to  be  excluded  from  these  lectures,  and  indicates  a  clear-sighted 
purpose,  on  the  part  of  the  Society,  to  bear  its  testimony  against  dis- 
tlnetions  founded  on  eolor.  In  tliis  year  it  published  an  Address  to  the 
Women  of  Pennsylvania,  calling  their  attention  to  the  claims  of  the 
slave,  and  urging  them  to  sign  petitions  for  his  emancipation.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Heyrick's  well-known  pamphlet,  entitled  "Immediate,  not 
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Gradual  Emancipation,"  was  dnring  the  same  yoar  republished  by  the 
"  Auti-SIavery  Sowing  Society,"  a  body  composed  of  some  of  the  mem- 
ben  of  this  Aflsoeiation,  bat  not  Ideotiool  with  it,  which  met  weekly  At 
the  luHue  of  our  Vice-President,  Sidney  Ann  Lewie.  Another  event,  im- 
portant and  far-reaching  beyoiid  our  power  tlien  to  foresee,  had  marked 
the  year.  A  member  of  this  Society*  had  received  and  accepted  a  com- 
mission to  labor  a»  an  agent  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society.  It 
is  evident,  from  the  language  of  the  Report,  that  the  newly-appointed 
agent  and  her  fellow-membera  regarded  the  n^nUm  as  one  fraught  with 
peculiar  trial  of  patience  and  faith,  and  anticipated  the  oppo$«ition  which 
such  an  innovation  on  the  usages  of  the  times  would  elicit.  Her  ap- 
pointed field  of  labor  wdn  among  her  own  sex,  in  public  or  iu  private ; 
but  in  the  next  year's  Kep<^  it  is  aanoanced  tliat  she  liad  enlaiged  her 
sphere.  The  Cbet  shcmld  never  be  ftwgotten  by  as  tliat  it  was  a  member 
of  this  Soelety  who  first  broke  the  soil  in  that  Held  where  so  many 
women  have  sinoe  laboced  abundantly,  and  are  now  leaping  so  lioh  a 
harvest. 

The  next  year,  1837,  was  made  memorable  by  a  still  greater  innovation 
upon  established  usage— tiie  first  National  Convention  of  American  Antl* 
Slavery  Women.  It  is  interesting  and  profitable  to  notioe,  as  the  years 

passed,  that  new  duties  and  new  respon«ibilitie8  educated  woman  Ibr 
larger  splieres  of  action.  Kach  year  l>n night  new  revelatifms.  presented 
new  aspects  ut  the  cause,  and  made  new  demands.  Our  early  Reports 
mention  these  Coovenllons  of  Women,  which  were  held  dnitog  three 
conseentive  years  in  New  Yoikand  this  city,  as  a  novel  measure,  which 
wonldj  of  course,  excite  opposition;  and  they  also  record  the  fact  that 
"the  editorial  rebukes,  sarcasm,  and  ridicule"  which  they  elicited,  did 
not  exceed  the  anticipations  of  the  Abolitionists. 

The  second  of  these  Ck>nv«nttons  was  held  in  this  city,  In  the  midst  of 
tliose  scenm  of  riot  when  infariated  Bonthem  slaveholders  and  cowardly 
Northern  tnidesmen  combined  for  purposes  of  robbery  and  arson,  and 
surrounded  Pennsylvania  Hall  with  tlieir  representatives,  the  mob  wliich 
plundered  and  burnt  it,  while  the  City  Government  looked  on  consent- 
ing to  these  crimes.  That  Ckmventfcm  was  the  last  assembly  gathered  in 
that  flail,  then  Jast  dedioated  to  the  service  of  Freedom.  Its  filth  ses- 
sion, on  the  17th  of  May,  1838,  was  held,  ealmfy  and  deliberately,  while 
the  shouts  of  an  infuriated  mob  rose  around  the  building,  mingling  with 
the  speakers'  voices,  and  sometimes  overwhelming  them;  while  stones 
and  other  missiles  crashing  through  U&s  windows  impeiillsd  the  |Mrsons 
of  many  of  tiie  aadienee.  Th^  presence  of  an  assembly  of  women  was 
supposed  to  be  a  partial  protection  against  the  fury  of  the  rioters;  and 
believing  that  the  mob  would  not  flre  the  building  while  it  was  thus 
filled,  a  committee  of  anti-slavery  men  t^eut  a  request  to  the  Convention 
to  remain  in  session  during  the  usual  interval  between  the  afternoon 
and  evening  meetings,  it  with  their  knowledge  of  their  periloos  sor^ 
roundings,  they  felt  willing  to  do  so.  'Hie  President  laid  the  request 
before  the  Convention,  and  asked,  Will  yon  remain!  A  few  minutes  of 
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solemn  deliberatiou ;  a  few  uiomeiith'  liHtcuing  to  the  loud  madnosd  surg- 
ing agaioat  the  outer  wells;  a  momeiit'B  anvoioed  prayer  for  wifldom  and 
fttrength,  end  the  answer  oeme:  Wk  wOl;  and  the  bnsiness  of  the  meet- 
ing proceeded.  But  before  the  usual  hour  of  adjonrnment  arrived, 
another  message  came  from  the  committer,  withdrawing  their  request, 
and  stating  that  further  developments  of  the  spirit  pervading  the  mob 
and  the  city,  oonvhieed  them  ttiat  it  would  be  unwise  for  the  Conven- 
tion to  attempt  to  hold  possession  ol  the  Hall  ISor  the  erenlng.  The 
meeting  adjourned  at  the  usaal  hour,  and,  on  the  next  morning,  the 
burnt  and  crumbling  remains  of  PonnMylvaiiia  Hull  told  the  ><tory  of 
Philadelphia's  disgrace,  and  the  temporary  triumph  of  the  spirit  of 
slavery. 

The  experispee  of  that  morning  is  veiy  briefly  mentioned  in  the  pub- 
lished "Prooeedings,"  which  state  that*' the  Convention  met,  pursuant 
to  adjournment,  at  Temperance  Hall,  but  found  the  doors  closed  by 
order  of  tlie  manjigers";  that  they  were  offered  tlie  use  of  a  school-room, 
in  which  they  assembled;  and  there  the  Couvoutiou  held  its  closing 
session  of  six  hoois.  But  they  who  made  a  part  of  the  thrilling  history 
of  those  times  well  remember  how  the  women  of  that  Convention  walked 
through  the  streets  of  this  city,  from  the  Hall  on  Third  Street,  closed 
against  thorn,  to  the  school-room  on  Cherry  Street,  ho-^pitably  opened  to 
them  by  Sarah  Pugh  and  Sarali  Lewis,  and  were  assailed  by  the  insults 
of  the  populaee  as  they  went.  It  wea  a  meeting  memorable  to  those  who 
composed  it;  and  was  one  of  many  interesting  associations  of  our  eailj 
anti-slavery  history  which  cluster  around  the  school-house,  which  in 
those  days  was  always  open  to  tlio  advocacy  of  the  slave's  cause.* 

An  incident  in  connection  with  the  last  of  these  Conventions,  shows 
how  readily  and  hopefully,  in  llie  twinning  of  our  worlc,  we  turned  for 
help  to  the  chnrohes  and  religious  sodetiee  of  the  land;  and  how  slowly 
and  painfully  we  learned  their  real  character.  It  is  long  since  we  ceased 
to  expect  efficient  help  firom  them;  but  in  those  first  yenrs  of  nwj  warfare 
UL^aiust  slavery,  we  had  not  learned  that  the  ecclesiiustical  standard  of 
uiorals  in  a  nation  can  not  be  higher  than  the  standard  of  the  populace 
generally. 

A  committee  of  anangemonts  appointed  to  obtain  a  house  in 
i?hich  the  Convention  should  be  held,  reported:  "'ITiat  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  of  this  Society,  an  applica- 
tion was  made  to  each  of  the  seven  Monthly  Meetings  of  Friends,  iu  this 
city,  for  one  of  their  meetfaig-houses,  In  which  to  hold  the  Convention.** 
Two  returned  lespeetful  answers,  declining  the  application;  three  re- 
fused to  hear  it  read;  one  appninttd  two  persons  to  examine  it,  and  then 
decided  "that  it  should  bo  returntd  without  being  na<f,"  though  a  few 
members  urged  "that  it  should  be  treated  more  respectfully  ";  and  that 
from  one  meeting  no  answer  was  received.  • 

As  to  other  denominations  of  prcrfisssed  Christians,  similar  applications 
had  been  flreqnently  refhsed  by  thmn,  although  tiisre  was  one  exeeption 
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which  should  be  ever  held  inhonoiable  remembranoe  byfhe  Abolitioiiieto 
of  Philadelphia.  The  xa»  of  tiie  ebnreh  of  the  OoTenanteia,  In  Gheny 
etreett  of  which  Ber.  James  M.  Wilson  was  for  many  years  the  pastor, 

was  never  refused  for  an  anti-slavpry  meeting,  even  in  the  most  perilous 
days  of  our  enterprise.  Another  fact  iu  conneotion  with  the  Convention 
of  1839  it  is  pleasant  to  remember  now,  when  the  Iklthfal  Mend  whose 
name  it  reoalla  has  gone  from  among  ns.  The  Committee  of  Amnge- 
ments  reported  that  their  difficulties  and  pcrpb  xlti.  s  **were  relieved  by 
a  voluntary  offer  fn>ni  that  devoted  friend  of  ttic  slave,  John  H.  Caven- 
der,  who,  with  kiudueas  at  once  unexpected  and  gratifying,  o£Fered  the 
use  of  a  large  nnftixnithed  building  in  FtlhMt  CHareet,  whieh  liad  been 
need  as  a  riding  sohool;  which  was  satisftiotorily  and  gratefally  oeeupled 
by  the  Convention." 

In  the  year  1B40,  our  Society  sent  delegates  to  the  assembly  called 
"The  World's  Anti-Slavery  Convention,"  which  was  bold  in  London,  in 
the  month  of  Ifay  of  tliat  year.  Aa  is  weU  known,  that  body  refused  to 
admit  any  delegates  eieepting  those  of  the  male  sex,  thoogh  the  inTlt»- 
tion  was  not  thus  limited;  eonseqnently,  this  Sodety  was  not  rapresented 

there. 

Tlie  year  185U  was  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  anti-slavery  cause. 
The  guilt  and  disgrace  of  the  nation  was  then  intensified  by  that  infa- 
mons  statato  known  by  the  name  of  '*The  Fogittve  Slave  Law.**  Ite 
enaetment  by  the  Thir^- first  Congress,  and  ite  ratification  by  Mil- 
lard Fillmore's  si^tuitiiro,  wa^^  the  signal  for  an  extensive  and  cruel 
raid  upon  the  colored  people  of  the  North.  Probably  no  statute 
was  ever  written,  in  the  oode  of  a  oivilized  nation,  so  carefully  and  cun- 
ningly devised  for  the  parpose  of  depriving  men  of  liberfy.  It  put  in  lm> 
minent  peril  the  personal  freedom  <tf  every  oolorod  man  and  woman  in 
the  land.  It  furnished  the  kidnapper  all  possible  facilities,  and  bribed 
the  judge  on  the  bench  to  aid  him  in  bis  infamous  work.  The  terrible 
seenes  that  followed;  the  omel  ^athy  of  the  popular  heart  and  con- 
seience;  the  degtadation  of  the  pnlpit,  whIeh  sealed  the  deed  with  ite 
loud  Amen!  the  mortal  tenw  of  a  helpless  and  innocent  raoe;  the 
fierce  a>»?nults  on  peaceful  homes;  the  Htealthy  capture,  by  day  and  by 
night,  of  unsuspecting  free-born  people;  the  blood  shed  on  ^'orthern 
soil;  the  mockeries  of  Jnstioe  acted  in  United  States  courts;  are  they 
not  all  written  In  oar  oonntry*s  history,  and  indelibly  engraven  on  the 
memories  of  Abolitionists? 

The  case  of  Adam  Gibson,  captured  iu  this  city  by  the  notoriuu-;  kid- 
napper, Alberti,  and  tried  before  the  scarcely  less  notorious  Iiii/raliani.  in 
the  year  1860,  and  which  was  succeeded  in  the  next  year  by  the  (;iirl«tiuna 
tragedy,  are  instances  of  many  similar  ontrnges  committed  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. No  pen  can  record,  no  human  power  can  estimate,  the  aggregate 
of  woe  and  gnilt  which  was  the  legitimate  result  of  that  Fugitive  Slave 
Bill. 

The  year  18Bff  was  marked  by  a  series  of  events  unique  iu  our  history. 
A  eitisen  of  Philadelphia,  whose  name  will  always  be  associated  with  the 

cause  of  American  liberty,  in  the  legal  performance  of  his  duty,  quietly 
informed  three  slaves  who  had  been  brought  into  this  Steto  by  their 
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master,  a  Virginia  slaveholder,  that  by  tho  laws  of  PeOMjlTanla  tlwy 
were  fnie.  The  legally  emancipated  mother,  Jane  Johnson,  availing  her- 
self of  this  knowledge,  took  possession  of  her  own  person  and  her  own 
children;  and  their  astonished  master  suddenly  discovered  that  his 
power  to  hold  them  was  gone  ItoieTer.  No  Judge,  eommiaaioner,  or 
lawyer,  however  willing,  could  help  him  to  recapture  his  prey.  But  a 
judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court  could  assist  him  in  obtaining  a 
mean  revenge  upon  tho  bravo  man  who  had  eidiglitened  an  iurnoraiit 
woman  respecting  her  legal  right  to  freedom.  Judge  Kane,  usurping  ju- 
rifldletlon  in  the  eaae,  and  ezerolelng  great  ingenaity  to  frame  a  charge 
of  contempt  of  Court,  succeeded  in  his  purpose  of  imprisoning  Passmore 
Williaiii''on  in  our  County  jail.  The  bafflLul  slavoliolder  also  found  sym- 
pathizers in  the  Grand  Jury,  who  enabled  him  to  indict  for  riot  and  as- 
sault and  battery,  Passmore  Williamson,  William  Still,  and  five  other 
perBome.  During  the  trial  which  ensued,  the  proMoator  and  his  allies 
were  confounded  by  the  sadden  appeanmoe  of  a  witeess  whoee  testimony 
that  she  was  not  forcibly  taken  from  her  master's  cuRtody,  but  had  left 
him  freely,  disconcerted  all  their  schemes,  and  defeated  the  prosecution. 
The  presence  of  Jane  Johnson  in  that  court  room  jeoparded  her  newly- 
acquired  fteedom;  tor  though  Pennsylvania  was  pledged  to  her  pxoteo- 
tion,  it  was  questionable  whether  the  slave  power,  in  the  person  of  United 
States  officers  and  their  ever  ready  minions,  would  not  fomdbly  orerpower 
State  authority  and  obtain  possession  of  the  woman.  It  was  an  Intensely 
trying  hour  for  her  and  for  all  who  sympathized  with  her.  Among  those 
who  attended  ber  through  that  perilous  scene,  were  the  president  of  this 
Society,  Sarah  Pugh,  and  several  of  its  members.  All  tiiose  ladies  will 
testify  to  the  calm  bearing  and  firm  courage  of  this  emancipated  slave- 
mother,  in  the  hour  of  jeopardy  to  her  newly-found  freedom.  Protected 
by  the  energy  and  skill  of  the  presiding  Judge,  William  D.  Kelley,  and 
of  the  State  officers,  her  safe  egress  from  the  court-room  was  accomplish- 
ed; and  she  was  soon  plaeed  beyond  the  leaeh  of  her  pursuers. 

In  1859  we  reaped  a  rich  harvest  from  long  years  of  sowing,  in  the  result 
of  the  trial  of  the  alleged  fugitive  t-lave,  Daniel  Webster.  This  trial  will 
never  be  forgotten  by  those  of  us  who  witnessed  it.  The  arrest  was  made 
in  Harrisburg,  in  the  month  of  April,  and  the  trial  was  in  this  city  before 
United  States  Commissioner  John  O.  Longstreth.  We  do  not,  at  this 
distance  of  time,  need  the  reoords  of  that  year,  to  remind  us  that  it  was 
with  heavy  and  hopeless  hearts  that  the  Abolitionists  of  this  city  gath- 
ered around  that  innocent  and  outraged  man,  and  attendt'd  hiiu  through 
the  solemn  hours  of  his  trial."  The  night  which  many  ot  tho  members 
of  this  Soeiety  passed  in  that  court,  keeping  vigils  with  the  unhappy 
man  whose  fate  hung  tremulous  on  tiie  deeirion  of  the  young  commis- 
sioner, was  dark  with  despair;  and  the  dawn  of  morning  brought  no 
hope  to  our  souls.  We  confidently  expected  to  witness  again,  as  we  had 
often  witnessed  before,  the  triumph  of  the  kidnapper  and  his  legal  allies 
over  law  and  justice  and  homaa  liberty.  In  the  aflemoon  of  that  day 
we  re-assembled  to  hear  the  Judicial  decision  which  should  consign  the 
wretched  man  to  slavery,  and  add  another  page  to  the  recortl  of  I^emi- 
sylvania's  disgtace.  But  a*  fur  different  ezpcrienoe  awaited  us.  Com* 
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missioner  Longstreth  obeyed  the  moral  Bontiiuent  aruimd  hiiu,  and, 
doubtless  the  voice  of  his  copscience,  and  pronounced  the  captive  free. 
«*The  olofliDg  soeiies  of  thia  trial;  the  breathleas  silenoe  with  wfaioh  the 
crowded  assembly  In  the  court-room  waited  to  hear  the  death  knell  of 
the  innocent  prisoner;  the  painfully  sudden  transition  from  desptiir  to 
hopo  and  thence  to  certainty  of  joy;  tho  burst  of  deep  emotion;  the  fer- 
vent thanksgiving,  wherein  was  revealed  that  mum  of  the  brotherhood 
of  man  which  God  has  made  a  part  of  every  human  aool;  the  exultant 
shout  which  went  up  from  the  moltitade  who  thronged  the  streets  wait- 
ing for  the  decision";  these  no  language  can  portray,  but  thoy  are  life- 
long memories  for  those  who  shared  in  them.  This  event  proved  the 
great  change  wrought  in  the  popular  feeUng,  the  result  of  twenty-five 
yean  of  earneat  effiwt  to  impress  upon  the  heart  of  thia  oommnnity  antl- 
alavery  dooMnea  and  aentimenta.  Then  for  the  first  time  the  Abolition- 
ists of  Philadelphia  found  their  right  of  free  speech  protected  by  city  an 
thorities.  Alexander  Henry  was  the  first  Mayor  of  this  city  wlio  ever 
quelled  a  pro-slavery  mob. 

Our  last  reeord  of  a  victim  sacrificed  to  this  statute,  is  €t  the  ease  of 
Moaea  Homer,  who  was  kidnapped  near  Hairialnuig  in  Ifareh,  1860,  and 
doomed  to  alavery  by  United  States  Judge  John  Cadwallader,  in  thia 
city.  One  more  effort  was  made  a  few  months  later  to  cjiptiirc  in  opon 
(lay  In  tho  heart  of  thia  city  a  man  alleged  to  be  a  fugitive  tiluve.  l)iir  it 
failed  of  ultimate  success.  The  next  year  South  CaroUna's  guu8  tliuu- 
dered  finrth  the  doom  of  the  slave  power.  She  aimed  tiiem  at  SV>rt  Sum- 
ter and  the  United  States  Government.  God  guided  their  fiery  death  to 
the  very  heart  of  American  slavery. 

If  tlio  history  of  this  Society  were  fully  written,  one  of  its  most  inter- 
esting chapters  would  be  a  faithful  record  of  its  series  of  annual  fturs. 
Beginning  iu  the  year  1836,  the  aeries  continued  dnring^twenty-eiz  years, 
Uie  last  feir  being  held  in  ]>eeember»  1961.  l!hesooialattraotion  of  these 
assemblies  induced  many  young  persons  to  mingle  in  them,  besides  those 
who  labored  from  love  of  the  cause.  Brontjht  thus  within  the  circU'  of 
anti-slavery  influence,  mcmy  were  naturally  converted  to  our  principles, 
and  became  earneat  laborsni  in  the  enterpiiae  wfaidi  had  so  greatly  en- 
riched their  own  souls.  Th»  weelt  of  the  fair  waa  the  annual  Social 
tival  of  the  Abolitionists  of  the  State.  Though  held  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  this  Roriioty.  it  soon  became  a  Pennsylvania  institution. 
Hither  our  tribes  came  up  to  take  counsel  together,  to  recount  our  victories 
won,  to  be  refreshed  by  sooial  communion,  and  to  renew  our  pledges  of 
fidelity  to  the  dare.  There  were  years  when  these  were  very  solemn  fes' 
tivals,  when  our  skies  were  dark  with  gathering  storms,  and  we  knew  not 
what  peril  the  night  or  the  morning  might  brintr.  But  they  were  alwajW 
seasons  from  which  we  derived  strength  and  eneourageinent  for  future 
toil  and  endurance,  and  their  value  to  our  cause  is  beyond  our  power  to 
estimate. 

The  pro-slavery  spirit  which  always  pervaded  our  city,  and  which  some- 
times manifested  it^^flf  in  the  violence  of  mobs,  never  seriously  disturbed 
our  fair  exceptiug  in  one  instance.  In  tlie  year  ly.")!)  our  whole  Southern 
country  quaked  with  mortal  fear  in  the  presence  of  John  Brown's  great 
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deed  Uxt  Freedomi.  TIm  eowMd  North  trembled  in  its  torn  leet  its  South- 
ern trade  should  be  Imperilled,  and  in  all  its  cities  there  went  up  a  fran- 
tic cry  that  the  Union  niU8t  be  naved  and  the  Abolitionists  suppressed. 
The  usual  time  for  holding  our  fair  was  at  band.  Before  it  was  opened 
a  dafly  newspaper  of  tills  eity  infonned  its  feadera  that  notwitfastendlDg 
the  rebuke  whieh  the  Abolitlonlsto  had  veoeived  frcm.  a  veeent  meeting  of 
Union-savers,  they  had  audaeioosly  announced  their  intention  of  holding 
another  fair,  the  avowed  purpose  of  which  was  the  dissoiuiuntion  of  anti- 
slavery  principlee.  The  indignant  jourualist  asked  il  Philadelphia  would 
snflbr  sneh  a  Hsir  to  be  hdd.  This  ifasdonblleis  intended  m  a  summons 
to  a  mob,  and  a  most  deadlj  mob  xMponded  to  the  esU.  It  did  not  ex> 
pend  its  violence  upon  our  fair,  but  against  an  assembly  in  National  Hall, 
gathered  to  listen  to  a  leetnxe  by  George  W.  Curtis,  upon  the  Ftesent 
Aspect  of  the  Country.  '• 

The  High  Constable,  Mayor,  and  Sheriff  were  the  agents  employed  by 
the  dare  power  to  take  and  hsAA  posssssion  of  Coneert  Hall,  and  In  its 
be|iali^  if  not  in  its  nameitosjeot  us  and  onr  property.  The  work  was 
commenced  by  the  Mayor,  who  sent  the  High  Con»itable  with  an  order 
that  our  flag  should  be  removed  from  the  street.  Its  oiIeusivene;<H  con- 
sisted in  the  foot  that  it  presented  to  the  view  of  all  paesers^by  a  picture 
of  the  Liberty  BeU  in  Independenee  Hall,  inseribed  with  the  w<»ds, "  Pro- 
claim liberty  throo^out  all  the  land,  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof.** 
The  next  step  was  an  attempt  to  induce  the  lessee  to  ojoct  us  from  the 
hull.  On  his  refusal  to  violate  his  contract  with  us,  Ihe  trustees  obtained 
legal  authority  to  dispossess  as  on  the  plea  that  the  liall  had  been  rented 
for  a  purpose  whieh  tended  to  eaceite  popular  eommotion.  The  sheriff 
entered,  took  possession,  and  informed  the  managers  that  our  proi>erty 
must  be  removed  within  three  hours.  Then  were  the  doors  of  this  hall,* 
where  wo  are  now  aijsembied,  opened  to  us,  and  here  our  fair  wus  held, 
with  great  success,  during  the  remainder  of  the  week.  In  the  stormiest 
seasons  of  our  enterprise  these  saloons  have  never  been  elosed  against 
anti-8lavery  meetings;  and  our  fair  of  1860  was  welcomed  to  them  amidst 
the  loud  threatenings  of  a  mob  which  w«re  seeking  to  appease  the  an^ry 
8onth,  then  just  rising  in  open  rebelhon  against  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment. Tlie  experience  of  those  four  days  of  December  spent  in  these 
rooms  will  never  be  fofgottsn  bj  ns.  It  was  a  season  of  trial,  of  rejoio- 
ing,  and  of  viotoiT>  The  veterans  of  our  oause,  long  accuntomed  to  the 
threats  and  the  presence  of  mobs,  found  reason  for  rojoieing  in  the  cotir- 
li^e  and  serenity  with  which  the  young  recruits  in  our  ranks  faced  tlie 
peril  of  scenes  so  new  to  them,  and  proved  their  ftvith  in  the  principles 
of  our  eause  and  their  devoUon  to  tiie  ri^t.  Onr  viotory  was  oomplete, 
our  right  of  peacelhl  assemblage  maintained,  without  any  active  demon- 
stration of  hostility  from  the  indignant  citizens  who  had  tiercely  resolved 
that  the  Anti-Slavery  Fair  should  be  suppretised.  Stich  deuionstrations 
were,  doubtless,  restrained  by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  they  would  be 
met  bj  valorous  and  eflbetual  (^position  by  the  Mayor  of  the  el^,  who^ 
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upon  that  oocattion,  as  upon  many  other  siiuilar  oaea,  was  faitbfal  to  the 
responaibUity  of  bis  offloe. 

In  the  year  1862  the  nation  was  convulsed  with  the  war  conseqaent  upon 
the  Southern  Rebellion;  our  soldiers,  wounded  and  dying  in  hospitals 
and  on  battle-fields;  claimed  nil  possible  fiid  from  the  community:  nnti- 
bluvery  sentiments  were  spreading  widely  tlirough  the  North,  and  it  was 
believed  to  be  feasible  and  expedient  to  obtain  tba  ftinds  needfol  for  onr 
enterprise  by  direct  appeal  to  the  old  and  new  friends  of  the  caase. 
Tlu  r*  fore,  onr  series  of  &irs  dlosed  with  the  twenty-siztli,  in  Becember, 

IfeGl. 

The  money  raised  by  this  Society  in  various  ways  amounted  to  about 
135,000.  Keaily  the  wliole  ol  this  revenne  has  been  ecqmded  tadiMeial> 
natin^  the  ptindplee  of  onr  canse,  by  meansof  printed  doenmente  and  pab> 

Ho  lectures  and  discussions.  In  the  earlier  years  of  this  Society,  a  school 
for  colored  children,  estftblishod  and  taught  by  Sarah  M.  Douglass,  was 
partially  sustained  from  our  treasury.  We  oooasionaiiy  contributed,  from 
oor  treasury,  small  anma  for  the  use  (rf  the  Vigilance  Cknnmittees,  orgap- 
ised  to  assist  ftii^tive  slaves  who  passed  through  tills  State  on  their  way 
to  a  land  wh«M  Iheir  right  to  liberty  would  be  protected.  But  these 
enterprises  were  always  reparded  as  of  secondary  importance  to  our  great 
work  of  direct  appeal  to  tho  conscience  of  the  nation,  in  behalf  of  the 
slaveys  claim  to  immediate,  unconditional  emancipation.  To  this  end  a 
large  number  of  traets  and  pamphlets  have  been  eirenlated  by  tliis 
Bodety;  but  its  chief  agencies  have  been  the  anti-alavery  newspapers  of 
the  country.  Regarding  these  as  the  mofjt  powerful  instrumentalities 
in  the  creation  of  that  public  sentiment  which  was  essential  to  the  over- 
throw of  slavery,  we  expended  a  considerable  portion  of  our  funds  in  the 
direct  eironlatton  of  The  ZAsrotor,  The  Pmntylvania  Freeman^  and  The 
IfaUanal  AnH-Sknery  SUnndard^  and  a  small  amount  in  the  efcraulation 
of  other  nnti-slavery  papers.  Our  large.st  appropriations  of  money  have 
been  made  to  the  Pennsylvania  and  American  Anti-Slavery  Societies, 
and  by  those  Societies  to  the  support  of  their  organs  and  lecturing  agents. 

The  financial  statistics  of  this  Soidety  are  easily  recorded.  Certain 
great  and  thrilling  events  which  marked  Ite  history  are  easily  told  and 
written.  But  the  life  which  it  lived  through  all  its  thirty-six  years;  the 
influence  which  flowed  from  it,  directly  and  indirectly,  to  the  nation's 
heart;  the  work  quietly  done  by  its  members,  individually,  through  the 
word  spoken  in  season,  the  biave,  self-sacrificing  deed,  tiie  example  of 
fidelity  In  a  critical  hour,  the  calm  endurance  unto  the  end;  these  can 
be  written  in  no  earthly  book  of  remembrance.  Its  life  is  lived  ;  its 
work  is  done;  its  memorial  is  sealed.  It  assembles  to  day  to  take  one 
parting  look  across  its  years;  to  breathe  in  silence  its  unutterable 
thanksgiving;  to  disband  its  membership,  and  coase  to  be.  Reviewing 
Ite  experience  (tf  labor  and  endurance,  the  united  voices  of  Its  members 
testify  that  it  has  been  a  service  whose  reward  was  in  itself;  and  con- 
templating the  grandeur  of  the  work  accomplished  (in  which  it  has  been 
permitted  to  bear  a  humble  part  ),  the  overthrow  of  American  slavery, 
the  uplifting  from  chattelhood  to  citizenship  of  four  millions  of  human 
souls;  with  one  heart  and  one  voice  we  cry,  *'  Not  onto  ns,  O  Lord  I  not 
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unto  U8,  but  unto  Thy  name  "  be  the  glory;  /or  Thy  right  band  and  Thy 

holy  arm  '  hath  gotten  the  victory." 

Ill  1838,  Philadelphia  was  the  bcquq  of  one  of  the  most  disgrace- 
ful mobs  tliat  marked  those  eventful  days.  The  lovers  of  free  speech 
had  found  great  difficulty  in  procuring  churches  or  halls  in  which  to 
preach  the  anti-slavery  gospel.  Accordingly,  a  number  of  individ- 
uals of  all  sects  and  ho  sect,  of  all  parties  and  no  party,  erected  a 
building  wherein  the  principles  of  Liberty  and  Equality  could  be 
freely  diBCOised. 

David  Paid  Brown,  one  of  Fennsylvania'a  moat  disdngniahed 
lawyers,  waa  invited  to  give  the  oration  dedicating  this  hall  to 

Freedom  and  the  Righta  of  Man."  In  accepting  the  invitation, 
he  said: 

For  Mme  time  past  I  have  invariably  deolined  applloattona  that  might 
be  ealoalated  to  take  any  jiortioD  of  my  time  from  my  profession.  Bat  I 

always  said,  and  now  say  again,  that  I  will  fight  tlui  battle  of  liberty  as 
long  as  I  have  a  shot  in  the  locker.  01  cooxae,  I  will  do  what  you  require. 

Yours  truly,  DAVXD  PAUL  BBOWS. 

8.  Wbbb  and  Wm.  H.  Scott,  Esqs. 

Whenever  fng^tives  were  arrested  on  the  soil  of  Pennsylvania, 
this  lawyer  stood  ready,  free  o£  cliaige,  to  use  in  their  behalf  his 
skill  and  every  fair  interpretation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  ol  the  law, 
and  availing  himself  of  eveiy  qairk  for  postponements,  thus  adding 
to  the  expense  and  anxiety  of  the  pursner,  and  giving  the  engineers 
of  the  undeigrotmd  railroad  added  opportonities  to  ran  the  fogifcive 
to  Canada. 

Pennsylvania  Hall  was  one  of  the  most  commodions  and  splendid 
buildings  in  the  city,  scientifically  ventilated  and  brilliantly  lighted 
with  gas.  It  cost  npward  of  $40,000.  Over  the  forum,  in  large 
gold  letter?,  was  the  motto,  "  Virtue,  Liberty,  Independence."  On 
the  platform  were  superb  chairs,  sofas,  and  desk  covered  with  blue 
silk  damask ;  everything  throughout  the  hall  waa  artistic  and  com- 
plete. Abolitionists  from  all  parts  of  the  country  hastened  to  be 
present  at  the  dedication  ;  and  among  the  rest  came  representa- 
tives of  the  Woman's  National  Convention,  held  in  Kew  York  one 
year  before. 

Kotioes  had  been  posted  about  the  city  threatoiing  the  speedy 
destmetion  of  this  temple  of  liberty.  During  this  three  days^  Oon- 
vention,  the  enemy  was  slowly  oiganizing  the  deslractive  mob  that 
iinally  hnmed  that  gnuid  edifice  to  tiie  ground.  There  were  a  large 
number  of  strangers  in  the  city  from  the  South,  and  many  Southern 
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j-tiulents  attending  the  medical  college,  who  were  all  active  in  the 
riot.  Tlie  cro\v«l<  of  women  and  colored  pco])le  who  had  attended 
tiie  Convention  intensitied  the  exasperation  of  the  mob.  Black  men 
and  white  women  walking  side  bv  side  in  and  out  of  the  hall,  was 
too  much  for  the  foreign  plebeian  and  the  Southern  putrician. 

As  it  wa.s  announced  that  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day  some 
ladies  were  to  speak,  a  howling  mob  surrounded  the  building.  In 
the  midat  of  the  tamnlt  Mr.  Garrison  introduced  Maria  Chapman,* 
of  Boston,  who  rose,  and  waving  ber  band  lo  the  andioDOd  to  beeome 
quiet,  tried  in  a  few  eloquent  and  appropriate  remarks  to  bespeak  a 
bearing  for  Angelina  E.  Orimkdi  the  gifted  orator  from  Soath  Oaro* 
lina,  who,  having  lived  in  the  midst  of  slaveiy  all  her  life^  ooold 
faithfollj  describe  its  cnielties  and  abominations.  But  the  inde- 
scribable uproar  outside,  eries  of  iKre,  and  yells  of  defiance,  were  a 
constant  interruption,  and  stones  thrown  against  the  windows  a  warn- 
ing of  coming  danger.  Bnt  through  it  all  this  brave  Southern 
woman  stood  unmoved,  except  by  the  intense  earnestness  of  her  own 
great  theme. 

AN'GKLIN'.V   OKIMK^:'s  ADDRKSS. 

Do  you  ask,  "  ^Vhat  has  the  JJorth  to  do  with  .»jlavory  ?"  Henr  it,  hear 
it!  Those  voices  without  tell  us  that  the  spirit  of  slavery  is  here,  and 
has  been  roused  to  wrath  by  our  Conventtons;  for  surely  liberty  wotdd 
not  foam  and  tear  herself  with  rage,  beeause  her  friends  are  multiplied 
daily,  and  meetings  nr»>  Ik  It^  in  quick  succession  to  set  forth  her  virtues 
and  extend  her  pcat  rtul  kiii^'dt uii.  This  oppof»ition  shows  that  slavery 
has  duuti  its  deadliest  work  in  the  hearts  of  our  citizens.  Do  you  ask, 
then,  "Wbat  has  the  North  to  do  t "  I  answer,  east  out  first  tiie  spirit 
of  slavery  from  your  own  hearts,  and  then  lend  your  aid  to  convert  the  ' 
Boutli.  Each  one  prepi"iit  hns  a  work  (o  do,  ho  his  or  hor  situation  what 
it  may,  liowover  limited  their  means  or  insigniticaiit  their  supposed 
intluenco.  The  great  men  of  this  country  wiU  not  do  this  work;  the 
Church  win  never  do  It,  A  desire  to  please  the  world,  to  keep  the  fiivor 
of  all  parties  and  of  all  conditions,  makes  them  dumb  on  this  and  every 
other  unpopular  subject. 

As  a  Southerner,  I  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  stand  up  here  to-nif?ht  and 
bear  testimony  against  slavery.  I  have  seen  it!  1  have  seen  it!  I  know 
it  has  horrors  that  can  never  be  deseribed.  I  was  brought  up  under  its 
wing.  I  witnessed  Ibr  many  years  its  demoralteing  infloenees  and  its 
destructiveness  to  human  happinoRs.  I  have  never  seen  a  happy  slave, 
I  have  seen  him  dance  in  his  chains,  it  is  trui<.  but  he  was  not  happy. 
There  is  a  wide  difference  between  happiness  and  mirth.  Man  can  not 
enjoy  happiness  wbUe  his  manhood  is  destroyed.  Slaves,  however,  may 
be,  and  sometimes  are  mlrthfid.  When  hope  is  eztlngnlshed,  they  say, 

*  She  WM  tbo  po^iUve  power  of  so  much  auti-elaver}'  work,  tliut  Jiiuic«  Rus&cU  Luwcil 
b|*oke  of  her  m  ttw  coUed-np  oMkliwpiInK  of  Che  movemeut.** 
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"  Let  US  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  die."  [Here  stones  were  thrown 
at  the  windows— a  great  noise  without  and  eommotion  within]. 

What  i.s  a  mob  ?  what  would  the  breaking  of  every  window  be  f  What 
would  tho  lovelliug  of  this  hall  bo  ?  Any  evidence  that  wo  are  wrong,  or 
that  slavery  is  a  good  and  wholoeome  institution  ?  What  if  the  mob 
should  now  bnrst  in  upon  us,  break  up  our  meeting,  and  commit  vio- 
lence npon  oar  persons,  would  that  be  anytiilng  eompared  with  what  the 
sluve.s  endure  ?  No,  no;  and  wo  do  not  remember  them,  *'  as  bound  with 
them,"  if  wo  slirink  in  the  time  of  peril,  or  feel  unwilling  to  sacrifice  our- 
tielves.  if  need  be,  for  their  sake.  [Great  noise].  I  thank  the  Lord  that 
there  is  yet  life  enough  left  to  feel  the  truth,  even  though  it  rages  at  it; 
that  eonseienoe  is  not  so  eompletely  seared  as  to  be  nnmoved  by  the 
truth  of  the  liThkg  God.  [Another  outbreak  of  the  mob  and  oonfhsion 
in  the  house]. 

How  wonderfully  constituted  is  the  liuman  mind  I  How  it  resists,  as 
long  as  it  can,  all  efforts  to  reclaim  it  from  error!  I  feel  that  all  this 
disturbanoe  Is  but  an  erldenee  that  our  dR»ts  are  the  best  tiiafc  eould 
have  be«B  adopted,  or  else  the  Mends  of  slavery  would  not  care  for  what 
we  say  and  do.  The  South  know  what  we  do.  I  am  thankful  that  they 
are  reached  by  our  efforts.  Many  times  have  I  wept  in  the  land  of  my 
birth  over  tho  system  of  f^iavery.  I  knew  of  none  who  sympathized  in 
my  feelings;  I  was  unaware  that  any  efforts  were  made  to  deliver  the 
oppressed;  novoiee  in  the  wilderness  was  heard  ealUng  on  the  people 
to  repent  and  do  "works  meet  for  repentance,  and  my  heart  >ii  kenod 
■within  me.  Oh,  how  should  I  have  rejoiced  to  know  that  such  effort.s  a.s 
these  were  being  made.  I  only  wonder  that  I  had  such  feolings.  But  in 
the  midst  of  temptation  I  was  preserved,  and  my  sympathy  grew  warmer, 
and  my  hatred  of  slavezy  more  inveterate,  until  at  last  I  have  exiled 
'myself  from  my  native  land,  beeause  I  could  no  longer  endure  to  hear 
the  wailing  of  the  slave. 

I  fled  to  tho  land  of  Penn ;  for  hero,  thought  I,  sympathy  for  the  nluve 
will  surely  be  found.  But  I  found  it  not.  The  people  were  kind  and 
hospitable,  but  the  slave  had  no  place  in  their  thoughts.  I  therefore 
shut  up  my  grief  in  my  own  heart  I  remembered  that  I  was  a  Caro- 
linian, from  a  State  which  framed  this  iniquUy  by  law.  Every  Southern 
breeze  wafted  to  mo  tho  discordant  tones  of  weeping  and  wailing,  slirit  kn 
aud  groans,  mingled  with  prayers  and  blasphemous  curses.  My  heart 
sank  within  me  at  the  abominations  in  the  midst  of  which  I  had  been 
bom  and  eduoated.  What  will  it  avail,  cried  I,  in  bitterness  of  spirit,  to 
oxpose  totibe  gate  of  strangers  the  horrors  and  pollutions  of  slavery,  when 
there  is  no  ear  to  hear  nor  heart  to  feel  and  pray  for  the  slave  ?  But  how 
diffcrt'iit  (ill  I  feel  now!  AniinattMl  with  hope,  nay,  with  an  nssnrauce  of 
the  triumph  of  liberty  and  good-will  to  man,  I  will  lift  up  my  voice  like 
a  trumpet,  and  show  this  people  what  they  oan  do  to  influence  the  South- 
em  mind  and  overthrow  slavery.  [Shouting,  and  stones  agaidst  the 
windows]. 

We  often  hoar  the  question  asked,  '  What  .Mlmll  we  do  ?"  Hero  is  an 
opportunity.  Every  man  aud  every  woman  present  may  do  something, 
by  showing  that  we  fear  not  a  mob,  and  in  the  midst  of  revUings  and 
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tbreatenings,  pleading  tlio  canso  of  these  who  are  ready  to  pcri^k  Let 
me  urge  every  one  to  buy  the  books  written  on  this  subject;  read  them, 
and  lend  them  to  your  neiglibors.  Give  your  money  no  longer  for  thingn 
niiioh  pander  to  pride  and  lust,  but  aid  in  scattering  "  the  living  coals  of 
truth  upon  the  naked  heart  d  the  natkm  **;  in  otronhiiiiig  appeals  to  the 
sympathies  of  Chrifltiane  In  behalf  of  the  outraged  slave. 

But  it  is  paid  bv  pome,  our  "books  and  papers  do  not  speak  the  truth"; 
why,  then,  do  they  not  contradict  wliat  we  say  ?  They  enu  not.  More- 
over, the  South  has  entreated,  nay,  commaudod  us,  to  be  silent;  and 
what  greater  evidemee  of  the  troth  of  our  pubtteatkma  eoold  be  desired  f 

Women  of  Philadelphia!  allow  me  as  a  Soatiiem  woman,  with  much 
attachment  to  the  land  of  my  birth,  to  entreat  yon  to  come  up  to  this 
work.  Especially,  let  me  ur^re  you  to  petition.  Men  may  j»ettle  this  and 
other  questions  at  the  ballot-box,  but  you  have  no  such  right.  It  is  only 
through  petitlone  that  jon  eaa  reaeh  tiie  Legislature.  It  is,  ^refore, 
peonliaity  your  doty  to  petition.  Bo  you  say, '*It  does  no  good  I"  The 
South  already  turns  pale  at  the  number  sent.  They  have  read  the  re- 
ports of  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  and  there  have  seen  that  among 
other  petitions  were  very  many  from  the  women  of  the  North  on  the  sub- 
Jeot  of  sUvery.  Men  who  hold  the  rod  over  slaves  rule  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation;  and  th^  deny  our  right  to  petition  and  remonstrate  against 
abuses  of  oar  sex  and  our  kind.  We  have  these  rights,  however,  from  our 
God.  Only  let  us  exeroifie  tlieni.  and.  thonph  often  turned  away  unan- 
swered, lot  UB  remember  the  influence  of  importunity  upon  the  unjust 
judge,  aiid  act  accordingly.  The  fact  that  the  South  looks  jealously  upon 
our  measures  shows  that  they  are  elfootoal.  There  is,  therefore,  no  eaase 
for  donbting  or  despair. 

Tt  wnH  remarked  in  EiiKlHtid  that  women  did  much  to  abolbh  slavery 
in  lirr  coionies.  !Nor  are  they  now  idle.  Kunn  rous  petitions  from  them 
liavo  recently  been  presented  to  the  (^ueen  to  abolish  apprenticeship, 
with  its  emelties,  nearly  equal  to  those  of  the  syst<nn  whoee  plaee  it  snp- 
plies.  One  petition,  two  miles  and  a  quarter  long,  ha-s  been  presented. 
And  do  you  think  the.?o  labors  will  be  in  vain  ?  Let  the  history  of  the 
papt  an.Hwer.  When  the  women  of  these  Stat-es  yend  up  to  Congress  such 
a  petition  our  legislators  will  arise,  as  did  those  of  England,  and  say : 
**  When  all  the  maids  and  matrons  of  the  land  are  knoeUng  a;t  our  doors 
we  must  legislate.'*  Let  the  seal  and  love^  the  lUth  and  works  d  oor 
JBnglish  sisters  qnieken  ours;  that  while  the  slaves  continue  to  suffer, 
and  when  they  shout  for  deliveranee,  we  may  feel  the  satisliaotion  of 

having  done  what  wo  could." 

Abbt  Kel*ly,  of  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  said:  I  ask  permission 
to  ray  a  few  words.  I  have  never  before  addressed  a  pnmilsonons  assem- 
bly; nmisitnow  the  maddening  rush  of  those  voioes,  which  is  the  indi- 
cation  of  a  moral  whirlwind:  nor  is  it  the  crashing  of  tho!'o  windows, 
which  is  the  indication  of  a  moral  earthquake,  that  calls  bt^forc  you. 
No,  these  pass  unheeded  by  me.  But  it  is  the  "  still  small  voice  within," 
whieh  may  not  be  withstood,  that  bids  me  open  month  for  the  dumb* 
that  bids  me  plead  the  eanse  of  €h>d*s  perishing  poor;  aye,  (h^9  poor. 

The  parable  of  Lasarus  and  the  rioh  man  we  may  well  bring  home  to 
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ourselves.  The  North  is  that  rich  man.  How  he  is  clothed  in  purple 
and  fine  linen,  and  feiee  samptuonslyl  Yonder^  toudbr,  at  a  little  die- 
tonoe,  is  the  gate  where  lies  the  Lazarus  of  the  Soatb,  fall  of  soraa  and 

desiring  to  be  fed  with  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  our  luxurious  table. 
Look!  nee  hiiu  there!  rvon  the  dogs  are  more  merciful  than  we.  (>h,  see 
him  where  he  iiesl  We  have  long,  very  long,  passed  by  with  averted 
eyes.  Oaght  not  ve  to  raise  him  ap;  and  is  diere  one  in  this  Hall  who 
sees  nothing  for  himself  to  do  ? 

Ll'CRKTlA  MoTT.  of  Philadelphia,  then  stated  that  the  prcpcnt  was  not 
a  meeting  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Convention  of  American  women,  as  was 
supposed  by  some,  and  explain^  the  reason  why  their  meetings  were 
eonflned  to  females;  namely,  that  many  of  the  memhen  eonsidered  it 
improper  for  women  to  address  poromiseaous  assemblies.  She  hoped  that 
sneh  fslse  notions  of  dellcasy  and  propriety  wonld  not  long  obtain  in 
this  enlightened  eonntry. 

While  the  large  Hall  was  filled  with  a  promlBenoiu  andfenee,  and 
packed  through  all  its  sessioDs  with  fuU  three  thousand  i>i  wple,  the 
women  held  their  OoDvention  iB  one  of  the  committee-rooms.  Ae 
they  had  been  through  terrible  mobs  alread j  in  Boston  and  "New 
York,  they  had  learned  aelfcontrol,  and  i^tfa  their  coolness  and  con- 
secration  to  the  principles  they  advooated,  they  were  a  constant  in- 
spiration to  the  men  by  their  side. 

The  Second  National  Anti-Slavery  Convention  of  American 
"Women  assembled  in  the  lecture-room  of  Pennsylvania  £LaU  in 
Philadelphia,  May  15, 1888,  at  ten  o'clock  ▲.u.  The  following  offi- 
cers were  appointed : 

Prestdknt— Mary  L.  Parker,  of  Boston. 

VicE-PRKSinKNTS— Maria  Weston  Chapman,  Catharine  M.  Sullivan, 
Susan  Paul,  of  Boston,  Ma.ss. ;  Mariana  Johnson,  Providence,  R.  I.; 
Maigaret  Prior,  Sarah  T.  Smith,  of  NewTorfc;  Martha  W.  Storrs,  of  Utioa^ 
N.  Y. ;  Lneretia  Mott,  of  Philadelphia;  Mary  W.  Magill,  of  Boekingfaam, 
Pa.;  Sarah  Moore  Qrimk^,  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Secrktartks— Anne  W.  Weston,  Martha  V.  Bull,  of  Boston;  Jaliana 
A.  Tappan,  of  New  York  ;  Sarah  Lewis,  of  Philadelphia. 

Trkasurer— Sarah  M.  Douglass,  of  Philadelphia. 

Bcsnnas  GoMMrrrBB— Sarah  T.  Smith,  Sarah  B.  Ingraham,  Maigaret 
Dye,  Juliana  A.  Tappan,  Miirtlm  W.  Storrs,  New  York;  Miriam  Hussey, 
Maine;  Louisa  Wliippltv  \t  \v  H;iinp<hin' ;  Lucy  N.  Dodge,  Miriam  B. 
Johnson.  Maria  Truf-dcH.  Wuity  A.  Spencer,  Rebecca  Pittnian.  Rhode 
Island;  Lucietia  Mott,  Mary  Crrow,  Sarah  M.  Douglass,  Hetty  Burr, 
Martha  Smith,  Pennsylvania;  Angelina  6rimk£  Weld,  Sooth  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Sarah  Pooh,  Elizabeth  M.  Sonthard.  Mary  G.  Ch^nnan, 
and  Abby  Kelly  were  appointed  n  coTinnittoe  to  confer  with  other  b.'sso- 
oiations  and  the  managers  of  Pennsylvania  Hall  to  arrange  for  meetings 
daring  the  week. 

Sakab  T.  Skuih,  from  the  Boaineu  Committee,  presented  letters  from 
22 
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the  Female  Ant i  Slavery  Societies  of  Salem  and  Cambridgeport,  Massif 
chusetts,  signed  by  their  xenpectiTe  aeoretaries,  Mary  Spenoer  and  L. 
WilUaiuA. 

At  tliis  time,  even  the  one  and  only  right  of  woman,  that  of  peti- 
tion, had  been  tram[>led  under  the  heel  of  elarery  on  the  floor  of 
Oongreas,  which  rou&ed  those  noble  women  to  a  just  indignation,  aa 
will  be  seen  in  their  resolutions  on  the  subject,  presented  bj  Juliana 
A.  Tappan: 

Mttohtd,  That  whatever  may  be  the  saorifloe,  and  whatever  other  rights 
may  be  yielded  or  doniod,  wo  will  maintain  pmcticnlly  the  right  of  petition 
until  the  slave  shall  go  free,  or  our  eneigies,  like  Lovejoy's,  are  paralyzed 
in  death. 

Retotoed,  That  tat  eycfy  petition  rejected  bj  the  National  Legialatore 
during  their  last  session,  we  will  endeavor  to  send  fine  the  present  year; 

and  that  we  will  not  cease  our  efforts  until  the  prayer*  of  every  woman 
within  the  sphere  of  our  influence  shall  be  heard  in  the  halls  of  Congress 
on  this  subject. 

Habt  Gbsw  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

WHBBBia,  The  diseiples  of  C^uf st  are  commanded  to  have  no  fellow- 
ship with  the  "unfruitful  works  of  darkness^';  and 

Whkrras,  Union  in  His  ChoToh  is  the  Strongest  expression  of  felloa'- 
sbip  between  men ;  therefore 

Besolvedy  That  it  Is  our  dnty^  to  keep  ourselves  separate  from  those 
otauiehes  wUeh  receive  to  their  pulpits  and  their  eommnnion  taUee 
those  who  buy,  or  seU,  or  hold  as  property,  the  image  of  the  living  God. 

This  rcisohition  was  t<ii]>iHirttMl  l)y  ^liss  Grew,  Lnoretiii  Mott,  Al>- 
by  Kellv,  Miiria  W.  Chapiuiiii,  Anne  W.  Wesiton^  Suraii  T.  Smith, 
and  Sarah  Lewis ;  and  opposed  bj  Mai^ret  Dye,  Margaret  Prior, 
Henrietta  Wiksoz,  Martha  W.  Storrs,  Juliana  A.  Tappan,  Eliaaheth 
H.  Sonthard,  and  Charlotte  Woolaej.  Those  who  voted  in  the  neg- 
ative  staled  that  they  folly  concurred  with  their  aiaten  in  the  belief 
that  alaveholden  and  their  apologists  were  gnOtj  before  Gk>d,  and 
that  with  the  f onner,  Northern  Christians  should  hold  no  fellowship ; 
but  that»  aa  it  was  their  full  belief  that  there  was  moral  power  sufficient 
in  the  Church,  if  rightly  applied,  to  purify  it,  they  cNjuld  not  feel  it 
their  duty  to  withdraw  until  the  utter  inefficiency  of  the  means  used 
ahonld  conatrain  them  to  believe  the  Chnrcli  totally  corrupt.  And 
as  an  expression  of  their  views,  Haigaret  Dye  moved  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  system  of  American  slavery  is  contrary  to  the  laws 

of  Ood  and  the  spirit  of  true  religion,  and  that  the  Church  is  deeply  im- 
plicated in  this  sin,  and  that  it  therefore  becomes  the  imperative  duty  of 
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har  mMBibvn  to  petttion  tbeir  eoelesiastlMl  bodiet  to  enter  their  deolded 
proteste  against  it,  and  exclude  (ilaTeholdera  fironi  tbeir  pnlpite  and  com- 
mnnion  tables. 

The  last  besoioii  wad  opened  bv  ilic  reading  of  the  sixth  chapter 
of  2  Corinthians,  and  prajer  bjr  Sarah  M.  Griink^.  An  AddresB  to 
Anti-Slavery  Societies  was  read  by  Sarah  Smith,  and  adopted. 
We  copy  from  it  the  plea  and  argnment  for  woman's  right  and  dntj 
to  be  interested  in  all  qnesHons  of  pnblic  welfare: 

ADDRESS  TO  Am^I-SIAYERY  SOCIETIES. 

DBAS  FBXBiniS;'-Ili  that  love  for  our  cause  which  knows  not  the  fear 
of  man,  w«  address  you  in  confldenco  that  our  motives  will  be  undor- 
fitood  and  regarded.  We  fear  not  oeusure  from  you  for  going  beyond  the 
circle  which  has  been  drawn  around  us  by  physical  force,  by  mental 
asiupalion,  by  the  usages  of  ages;  not  any  one  of  which  can  we  admit 
jrives  the  zi|Fht  to  preseiibe  it;  else  might  the  monarohs  of  the  old  world 
sit  firmly  on  their  thrones,  the  nobility  of  I^urope  lord  it  over  the  man  of 
low  degree,  Hiid  tiie  chaius  we  are  now  seeking  to  break,  continue  riveted 
on  the  neck  of  the  slave.  Our  faith  goes  not  back  to  the  wigwam  of  the 
aavaget,  or  the  eastle  of  the  lieadal  ehlel^  but  would  lather  soar  with  hope 
tothat  period  when  **righta]one  shall  makemi^t*';  when  the  tranoheon 
«od  the  sword  shall  lie  useless;  when  the  intellect  and  heart  shall  speak 
and  be  obeyed;  when  "He  alone  whose  right  it  is  shall  role  and  reign  in 
the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men.** 

We  are  told  that  it  Is  not  witliin  "the  province  of  woman**  to  diseuss 
the  sabjeet  of  siaivery ;  that  it  Is  a  "  political  qneeUon,**  and  that  we  are 
**  stepping  out  of  our  sphere"  when  we  take  part  in  its  discussion.  It  is 
not  true  thfit  it  is  merely  a  political  question;  it  is  likewise  a  question  of 
Justice,  of  humanity,  of  morality,  of  relieion;  a  question  which,  while 
it  involves  considerations  of  immense  importance  to  the  welfare  and 
prosperi^  of  oar  eoontry,  enters  deeply  into  the  home— eoneems  the 
«very>day  feelings  of  millions  of  our  fellow  beings.  Whether  the 
laborer  shall  receive  the  reward  of  his  labor,  or  be  driveji  daily  to 
unretjuited  toil:  whether  he  .'*ha!l  walk  ereet  in  the  dignity  of  con- 
scious manliood,  or  be  reckoned  among  the  beasts  which  perish; 
whether  his  bonea  and  sinews  shall  be  his  own,  w  another's;  whether 
his  child  shaU  receive  tbm  ptoteelion  of  its  natoral  gnardian,  or  be 
ranked  among  the  live-stock  of  the  estate,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the 
<-aprieo  or  interest  of  the  master  may  dictate;  whether  the  sun  of 
knowledge  shall  irradiate  the  hut  of  the  peasant,  or  the  murky  cloud 
of  ignoianee  brood  darkly  over  it;  whether  *' every  one  shall  have  the 
liberty  to  worship  Gk>d  aeeordlng  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  oonseienee,^ 
or  man  assume  the  prerogative  of  Jehovah  and  implonsly  seek  to  plant 
himh^elf  upon  the  throne  of  the  Ahnighry.  These  considerations  are  all 
involved  in  the  queytion  of  liberty  or  slavery. 

And  is  a  subject  comprehending  interests  of  such  magnitude,  merely 
A  "  political  qaestion,**  and  one  In  whioh  woman  "  eon  take  no  part 
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withoat  lodng  ■onwthfag  ct  tbe  modesty  and  gentlenMB  wbloh  h«r 
mo6t  i^^ptopriate  omamento  '*  f  May  not  fhe  "  ornamflnt  of  a  aiMk  and 
qniet  epiiit"  ezi«t  nith  an  upright  mind  and  enlightened  intellectt 
Must  woman  necessarily  be  less  gentle  becaoRe  her  heart  is  open  to  the 
claims  of  humanity,  or  less  modest  because  she  feels  for  tbe  degradation 
of  her  enslaved  sLsterSt  and  would  stretch  forth  her  band  for  their  na- 
eaet 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  whole  physical  [  ower 
of  the  North  is  pledged  for  the  supprepision  of  domestic  insurrections; 
and  should  the  slaves  maddened  by  oppression  endeavor  to  shake  off 
the  yoke  of  the  task-master,  the  men  of  the  North  are  bound  to  make 
common  oaose  with  the  tjrraat,  to  pat  down  at  the  pt^nt  of  tiie  bayonet 
every  effort  on  the  part  of  the  slave  for  the  attainment  of  his  freedom. 
And  when  the  father,  husbatKl.  son,  and  brother  shall  have  left  tht?ir 
homes  to  mingle  in  the  unholy  warfare;  "  to  beconie  the  fxecntioners  of 
their  brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves  by  their  hands,"  will  the  mother, 
wife,  daughter,  and  rioter  feel  that  they  have  no  interest  in  this  subject? 
Will  it  be  eaey  to  convince  them  that  it  is  no  concern  of  theirs,  tiiat 
their  homes  are  rendered  desolate  and  their  habitntions  the  abodes  of 
wretchedness?  Surely  thin  consideration  is  of  itself  ^ufflcient  to  arout»t* 
the  slumbering  energies  of  woman,  for  the  overthrow  of  a  system  which 
thne  threatens  to  lay  In  mlns  the  fiftbrio  of  her  domestic  happineis;  and 
she  will  not  be  deterred  from  the  perfoimaoce  of  her  doty  to  herself;  her 
family,  and  her  country,  by  the  rry  of  "politif  al  question." 

But,  admitting  it  to  be  a  political  (]nt'-ti<>ii.  linve  wo  no  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  our  country?  May  we  not  permit  a  thought  to  stray  beyond 
the  narrow  limits  of  our  own  family  circle  and  of  the  i^sent  boitff 
May  we  not  breathe  a  sigh  over  the  miseries  of  oar  coantrywomen  nor 
ntter  a  word  of  remonstrance  against  the  unjust  laws  that  are  eroshing' 
them  to  the  earth?  Must  we  witness  "tbe  headlong  rage  of  heedless 
folly"  with  which  our  nation  is  rushing  onward  to  destruction,  and  not 
seek  to  arrest  its  downward  course?  Shall  we  silently  behold  the  land 
which  we  love  with  all  the  heart>wann  aifeotion  of  ehildren,  rendered  a 
hissing  and  a  reproach  throughout  the  world  by  the  i^stem  which  is 
already  "tolling  the  death-knell  of  her  defi  ne.'  among  the  nations''  ? 

No;  the  events  of  the  last  two  years  have  "cast  their  dark  shadows 
before,"  overclouding  the  bright  prospect;-  of  the  future,  and  shrouding 
oar  coontiy  in  more  Uian  midnight  gloom ;  and  we  can  not  remain  in- 
aetiTe.  Oar  eoontry  is  as  dear  to  us  as  to  the  proudest  statesman ;  and  tha 
more  closely  our  hearts  cling  to  **Our  altars  and  our  homes,"  the  more  fer- 
vent are  our  nspirntions.  that  every  Inhabitant  of  our  land  may  be  protect- 
ed in  his  fireside  enjoyments  by  just  and  equal  laws;  that  the  foot  of  the 
tyrant  may  no  longer  invade  tbe  domestic  sanctuary,  nor  his  hand  tear 
asander  those  whom  God  himself  has  onited  by  the  most  holy  ties. 

Let  our  course  then  still  be  onward  1  Josttoe,  humanity,  patriotisui; 
every  high  and  every  holy  motive  urge  us  forward,  and  we  dare  not  re- 
fuse to  obey.  The  way  of  duty  Ires  open  before  us,  and  though  no  pillar 
of  fire  be  visible  to  the  outward  sense,  yet  an  unerring  light  shall  illu- 
mine our  pathway,  gi:dding  us  throu|^  the  sea  of  perseeatlon  and  the 
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wilderness  of  prejudice  and  error,  to  the  promised  land  of  fropdoiu, 
M'here  "  every  man  shall  sit  UDder  his  owu  vine  and  fig-tree,  and  none 
eball  make  bim  afraid." 

T^rA^•KFUL  SournwiCK*  moved  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  those  who  call  tlieuiselveH  Abolition- 
itite,  to  make  the  most  vigorous  etforts  to  procure  for  the  uee  of  their 
families  the  products  of  fukk  i.AJiuH,  so  that  their  hands  may  be  clean 
In  this  paitloular  when  Inqnidtion  is  mads  Cor  blood. 

Esther  Moorb  made  remarks  upon  the  importanoe  of  canying  into 
«ffeot  the  xesolationB  that  liad  been  passed. 

Ihis  WW  the  last  meetiDg  held  in  PeDxuylTaiua  Hall  I  Banness 
connected  with  the  eaf etj  of  the  bnilding  made  it  neoesaaiy  for 
memben  of  the  boaid  of  manageza  to  paaa  aeTeral  timee  through 
the  saloon,  when  thia  Convention  was  in  session,  and  th0y  said 

thdf  never  saw  a  more  dign^ed,  oalm,  and  intrepid  body  of  persons  as- 
eembled.  Although  the  building  was  snnoonded  all  day  by  the  mob  who 

crowded  about  the  doors,  and  at  times  even  attempted  to  ontor  the 
saloon,  yet  the  women  were  perfectly  coUeoted,  unmoved  by  the  threat- 

*  III  speaking  of  her,  Ljdia  Maria  Child  said  la  ber  obituary  notice  in  the  MktUmi^ 
Anti-bTavery  Standard  of  May  11, 1867 :  "  All  surviTors  of  the  old  Abolition  band  will  re- 
member Thaokfol  Soutbwickas  oneof  the  very  earliest,  tbe  noblest,  and  the  most  faithful 
of  that  staoll  wniy  of  moral  comhatanta  who  fought  ao  bravely  and  so  perseverlofcly  fov 
the  deliverance  of  the  down  trodden.  Mrs.  Smithwlck  was  bom  and  educat^^d  In  thd 
Society  of  Friends,  and  to  their  calmness  of  demeanor  f^be  added  tbclr  indomitable  per^ 
•latenee  In  tbe  path  of  duty.  One  of  the  most  exciting  aflUn  that  ever  occiined  to  Bos- 
ton waa  known  as  tbe  '  Baltimore  Slave  Case.'  Two  girls  bad  escaped  In  a  Boston  vessel, 
and  when  about  to  be  carried  baclc,  were  brought  out  on  a  writ  of  '  habeas  torput.^  All 
Eoaton  was  ta  a  fsraMiit  fbr  and  sf^ai  the  faglKtw.  Tbe  oommMrdal  world  wera  de- 
tennined  that  thi.i  Si>iithcni  properly  ^hontd  ho  n-itored  to  the  white  rluimants.  and  tb.^ 
AboUtioniata  were  determined  ttu>.t  it  should  rcmaio  in  the  poaaeasion  of  the  origin^ 
owneri  until  a  bill  of  aate  from  the  Almighty  could  be  prodnoed.  By  the  vlgDanoe  and 
ingenious  arra»E:<Mnentj^  of  '  FjiIIk  r  Snowdon  '  and  Thankful  South  wick,  at  a  given  Bignal 
tbe  sbtvea  were  spirited  away  from  tbe  crowded  court-room,  and  out  of  the  city.  The 
agent  of  tbe  atoveholden  stand hig  aesr  Mrs.  Bontbwlck,  and  gaxing  with  aatonlshment 
at tteenpty  space,  where  oi  inttftnt  before  the  hI&vcs  stood,  slis  tamed  her  large  gray 
eyes  upon  him  and  said,  'Thy  prey  hath  escaped  thee,'  Wherever  worklner  or  thlnklnjj 
was  to  be  done  for  oar  righteous  cause,  there  was  Thunkful  Southwlck  ever  ready  with 
wise  coonael  and  energetic  aetloo.  She  and  her  excellent  hnaband  were  among  the  veiy 
first  to  sustain  Gurrison  In  bis  ungual  contest  with  the  strong  GoHath  of  shivery.  At 
that  time  they  were  in  affluent  circumatances,  and  their  money  was  poured  forth  freely 
fbr  the  tmpopnlar  eaose  which  bad  aa  yet  foood  no  adberenta  among  tbe  rich.  Thefi 
commodious  housf  was  a  caravansary  for  fugitive  ^hivcft,  and  for  antLalaveiy  {dlgrim^ 
from  all  parte  of  the  country.  At  tbe  anniversary  mcctioga  when  moat  of  tile  AboUtioniMt<i 
were  dealrona  to  have  for  (heir  gneett,  7r1end  Whittier,  the  Hon.  Jamea  O.  Bimcy, 
Georcc  Tt)nrnp~on,  Theodore,  or  AnLrrlia  Weld,  Joseph  Mnd  Tliankful  Southwlck  were 
^Ittletiy  looking  about  for  such  of  tbe  anli-alaveiy  brothers  and  sisters  as  were  too  little 
known  to  be  likely  to  receive  Invltatlona.  Always  kindly  nnpretending,  clear-sighted  to 
perceive  the  right,  and  faithful  In  following  It  wherever  it  might  lead.  They  were  up- 
right in  all  their  dealings  with  the  world,  tender  and  tme  to  the  ralstkNM  oC  private  Ufa 
and  the  memory  they  have  left  i«  a  benediction.*' 
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enlbg  tempest.  The  caase  which  they  were  assembled  to  promote  ia 
one  that  nerves  the  soul  to  deeds  of  noble  darinp.  The  Convention  lind 
already  adjourned  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  mob  which  destroyed 
the  bnilding  bcigaa  to  afsanible.  The  doon  were  blocked  up  by  the 
crowd,  and  tiie  streets  ahnost  hnpaMable  from  the  maltitude  of  "fellows 
of  the  baser  sort."  But  the.se  "  Amerioan  Women  "  passed  through  the 
whole  without  manifesting  any  sign  of  foar,  as  if  conscious  of  their  own 
greatness  and  of  the  protecting  care  of  the  God  of  the  oppressed. 

We  give  our  raadera  these  interertiDg  pages  of  mti^laTery  hk- 
toiy  because  they  were  the  initiatiTe  steps  to  oiganised  pablie  action 
and  the  Woman  Snffirage  Movement  per  and  to  show  bow  much 
more  enthnsiasm*  women  manifested  in  seemring  freedom  for  the 
slaves,  than  they  ever  have  in  demanding  justice  and  equality  for 
themselves.  Where  are  the  societies  to  rescue  unfortunate  women 
from  the  bondage  they  snflfer  under  unjnst  law  I  Where  are  the 
loving  friends  who  keep  midnight  vigils  witii  young  girls  arraigned 
in  the  conrts  for  infanticide  i  Where  are  the  undei^round  rail- 
roads and  watchful  friends  at  overv  point  to  help  fiiL'itive  wives 
from  brutal  husbands?  The  moet  intelligent,  educated  women 
seem  utterly  oblivious  to  the  wrongs  of  their  own  sex  ;  even  those 
who  so  bravely  fought  the  anti  slavery  battle  have  never  struck  as 
stout  blows  against  the  tyranny  buffered  by  women. 

Take,  fur  example,  the  resolution  presented  by  Mary  Grew,  and 
passed  iu  the  Woman's  Anti-Slavery  Convention  forty-three  years 
sgo,  declaring  that  it  was  the  Ohristiau  duty  of  every  woman  to  with- 
draw from  aU  drarches  that  f ellowshiped  with  slavery,  which  was  a 
sin  against  God  and  man.  Compare  the  oonsdeooe  and  religioua 
earnestness  for  a  priiiciple  implied  in  sneh  a  resolution  with  the 
apathy  and  snpinenees  of  the  women  of  to-day.  Iffo  such  resolution 
has  ever  yet  passed  a  woman's  rights  eonvention.  And  yet  is  injus- 
tice to  a  colored  man  a  greater  sin  than  to  a  wom  iTi  ?  Is  liberty 
and  equality  more  sweet  to  him  than  to  her  ?  Is  the  declaration 
by  the  Church  that  woman  may  not  be  ordained  or  licensed  to  preadi 
the  Gospel,  no  matter  how  well  fitted,  how  learned  or  devout,  be- 
cause of  her  sex,  less  insulting  and  degrading  than  the  old  custom  of 
the  negro  pew  \ 

The  attitude  of  tlie  Chnrch  t«vd;iy  is  more  hostile  and  insulting 
to  American  womanhood  than  it  ever  was  to  the  lilack  man, 
by  just  so  much  as  women  are  nearer  the  equals  of  prirsts  and 
bishops  tlian  were  the  unlettered  slaves.  AVlien  women  refuse 
to  enter  churches  that  do  not  recognize  them  as  equal  candidates 
for  the  joys  of  earth  and  heaven,  equal  in  the  sight  of  man  and 
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God,  we  shuil  have  a  giorioas  revival  of  liberty  and  justice  every- 
where. 

How  fully  these  pages  of  historv  illustnite  tlie  equal  i^;hare  woman 
hiifi  had  in  the  triuk  and  triumphs  of  all  the  j)()litic-.'il  and  moral 
revolutions  through  which  we  have  passed,  from  feeble  colonies  to 
an  independent  nation ;  suffering  with  man  the  miseries  of  poverty 
and  war,  all  the  evik  of  bad  gOTeniment,  and  enjoying  with  him 
die  blessings  of  Inznry  and  peace,  and  a  wise  adminiatrafion  of  law. 
The  experienoe  of  the  heromee  of  anti-fllavery  show  that  no  iine- 
spmi  flentimentaliBm  in  regaid  to  woman'a  position  in  the  donda 
ever  exempt  her  from  the  dntiea  or  penalties  of  a  citisen.  Neither 
State  ofiBcers,  nor  mobs  in  the  whirlwind  of  passion,  tempered  their 
violence  for  her  safety  or  benefit. 

When  women  proposed  to  hold  a  fair  in  Concert  Hall,  their  flag 
was  torn  down  from  the  street,  while  they  and  their  property  were 
ejected  by  the  high  constalile.  When  women  were  speaking  in 
Pennsylvania  Hall,  brickbats  were  hurled  at  them  through  the  win- 
dows. When  women  searched  Philadel])]iia  through  for  a  ])lace 
where  they  might  meet  to  speak  and  pray  for  the  slave-mother  and 
her  child  (the  most  miserable  of  human  beingu),  halls  and  churches 
were  closed  asrainst  them.  And  who  were  these  women  'i  Eloquent 
speakers,  able  wriiers,  dignified  wives  and  mothers,  the  most  moral, 
religious,  refined,  cultured,  intelligent  citizens  that  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  Sooth  Oarolioa,  and  Pennsylvania  ooold  boast  There 
never  was  a  queen  on  any  European  throne  possessed  of  more  per- 
sonal beauty,  grace,  and  dignity  than  Maria  Weston  Ohapman.* 
The  calmness  and  impassioned  earnestness  of  Angelina  Grimk^ 
speaking  nearly  an  honr  'mid  that  howling  mob,  was  not  surpassed 
in  courage  and  consecration  even  by  Paul  among  the  wild  beasts  at 
Ephesus.  Here  she  made  her  last  pnblic  speech,  and  as  the  glowing 
words  died  upon  her  lips,  a  new  voice  was  heard,  rich,  deep,  and 
clear  upon  the  troubled  air ;  and  the  mantle  of  self-sacrifice,  so  faith- 
fullv  wom  bv  South  Carolina's  brave  daughter,  henceforth  rested 
on  the  shoulders  of  an  equally  bravo  and  eloquent  Quaker  girl  from 


•  On  s  recent  vIbH  at  the  home  of  Robert  Purvi«,  nf  Phnjuiflphla,  in  tilkinp  over  those 
eveutful  days  one  eveniug  iu  compauy  with  Dauiel  Ncale,  it  was  ama)«lu|;  and  grulifyiog 
to  hear  tbote  gentlemen  dilate  on  the  grmdenr  of  her  brariog  through  Oiom  moUe  In 
Pttinnylvaniii  IIaW.  It  seems  that  orcn<lon  she  lia  l  n  iH-niitifnl  rrimsim  dliawl  thrown 
^niccrully  over  her  shoulders.  One  nf  these  gentlemen  remarked,  "  I  kept  iny  ey«  on  that 
■haul,  which  eoold  he  teoi  now  here,  now  there,  Ite  wearer  cooiiilting  with  one,  eheertng 
another;  and Imadeopnymlml that nntillhatehAwldlM^vpe«Kd,ever]rtBaainnst>tattd 
by  biB  guns." 
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Ma.-saelmsctts,*  who  for  many  years  afterwarJ  preached  the  same 
glad  tidings  of  jugtiee,  equality',  aud  iibeity  for  all. 

TBMPBRAKOfi. 

In  tlii>  reform,  also,  the  women  of  Pennsylvania  took  an  equally 
active  part.  We  are  indebted  to  Hannah  Darlin^on,  of  Kennett 
Square,  Chester  Co.,  for  the  following  record  of  Liie  teuipenince 
woik  in  this  State : 

Kbbsbtt  Squabs,  %  mo^  6^  1881. 

DsAB  IfRS.  Btabtov:— I  did  not  think  onr  tnrl^  tempcnutoe  work  of 
SQtBoient  account  to  preserve  the  reports,  hence  with  considerable  re* 
search  nni  able  to  send  you  but  very  littlf\  Many  niixod  nuM'tinirs  were 
held  tlirouj^h  the  county  before  1847.  Woodfj-nieetings,  with  decorated 
etaDds,  were  fashionable  in  Cliest«r  in  warm  weather,  for  several  years 
before  we  biMiehed  off  with  a  oall  for  ft  pablio  meeting.  That  bMmg^t 
qalte  ft  nnmber  tofether  in  Friende*  Meeting4ioD8e  ftt  Kennett  Sqoara, 
where  we  difleoflfted  plana  for  work  and  appointed  eommitteaa  to  eany 

them  out. 

Sidney  Peirce,  Ann  Preston,  and  myself,  each  prepared  addresses  to 
reed  at  meetiaga  oalled  in  each  placea  aa  the  Committee  artftnged: 
ftnd  with  Ghandler  Dftrlingtott  to  drive  na  from  plaee  to  p1ftee«  we  ad- 
dreeaed  many  large  audiences,  some  in  the  day-time  and  some  in  the 
eveniTiE?;  senttered  appeals  and  tracts,  and  collected  namea  to  petitiona 
a.sking  for  a  law  against  licensing  liquor-standa. 

In  1848,  we  went  to  Hanisburg,  taking  an  addieaa  to  tihe  Legidatnie 
written  by  Ann  Preaton,  and  aanetioned  by  the  meetlDg  tliat  i^pointed 
us.  Tlie  uddreaa,  with  onr  eradentiala  and  petitions,  was  presented  to 
tlie  two  Houses,  read  in  our  pre«ience.  nnd  referrt»d  to  the  Committee  on 

Vice  and  Immorality."  which  called  a  meeting  and  invited  us  to  give 
our  address.  Sidney  Peiroe,  who  was  a  good  reader,  gave  it  with  effeet 
to  a  laige  roomM  of  the  Oommittee  and  legialatova.  It  waa  Uatened  to 
with  profound  attention,  complimented  highly,  and  I  think  aronaed  a 
dNiior^ition  nniong  the  best  members  to  give  the  cause  of  temperance 
more  (  ur«-fnl  consideration.  The  Local  Option  Law  was  passed  by  that 
Legislature. 

We  alao  aided  the  mixed  meetings  by  oar  preaenoe  and  addreaaea,  and 
by  cirottlating  petitions,  and  publishing  appeala  in  the  eonnty  papers; 

helping  in  every  way  to  arouse  discussion  nnd  prepare  the  people  to  sus- 
tain the  new  law.  But  the  Supreiue  Court  of  the  State,  through  the  liq- 
uor influence,  declared  the  law  unconstitutional,  after  a  few  months'  suo- 
eearfhl  triaL  Brinldng,  howeTsr,  haa  not  been  aa  leapeotable  rinee  tliat 
time.  We  eontinued  aeUTe  work  In  odt  aaaoeiation  nntU  the  inangnra- 
tion  of  the  Good  Templars  movemmtt  in  whieh  men  and  women  worthed 
together  on  terms  of  equality. 

Bespectfally  yours,  Hakkah  M.  DA&LCiOToar. 
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TEMPCBANCE  COXVENTIOH. 

A  Temperance  Convention  of  Women  of  Chester  County,  met  at  Marl- 
borough Friends'  Meeting-house,  on  t>atnrday.  the  30th  of  December, 
1848,  and  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  Martha  Hayuubst, 
PMtident;  SzDinR  Pkrob  aad  Hahvar  Psmrocx,  SeoratatiM. 

Letters  reoeived  hj  a  Oommittae  of  CorreipondeiMse»  appointed  «t  a 
Convention  last  winter,  werp  rend;  one,  from  Pope  Btishnell,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Vi^e  aud  Immorality,  to  which  temperance  peti- 
tions were  referred;  and  also  from  our  Ueprosentativcs  in  the  liOgisla- 
tare,  pledging  themmlyes  to  oee  all  their  influenee  to  obtain  the  paeaage 
of  a  lav  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  Intoxicating  Uqnois  as  a  beverage 
amongst  us.  The  Business  Committee  reported  addresses  to  the  men 
and  women  of  Chester  County,  whiob  were  oonddered,  amended,  and 
adopted,  as  follows: 

7o  fhf  Womi'ii  of  Chester  County  : 

Dkah  Si:^tkhs: — Again  we  would  urge  upon  you  the  duty  and  neces- 
sity of  actiou  in  the  temperance  cause.  Kotwithstanding  the  exertions 
that  have  been  made,  intoxloating  liquors  eontinne  to  be  sold  and  drank 
In  oar  midst.  Still,  night  after  night,  tiie  miserable  drunkard  reels  to 
that  home  he  has  made  desolate.  Still  wives  and  sisters  weep  in  anguish 
as  they  look  on  those  dearer  to  them  than  life,  and  see,  trace  by  trace, 
tlieir  delicacy  and  purity  of  soul  vanishing  beneath  the  destroying  liba- 
tions that  tempt  them  wheai  they  pass  the  domestle  threshold. 

We  need  not  depiet  to  yon  the  poverty  and  erime  and  nnotterable  woe 
that  result  from  intemperance,  nor  need  you  go  tat  to  be  reminded  of 
^  the  revolting  fact,  that  under  the  sanction  of  laws,  men  still  make  it  a 
deliberate  business  to  deal  out  that  terrible  agent,  the  only  effect  of 
which  is  to  darken  the  Qod-like  in  the  human  soul,  and  to  foster  in  its 
place  the  a^^petitee  of  demons.  The  law  passed  the  7th  of  April.  1846, 
onder  which  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  was  prohibited  by  vote  of 
the  people  in  mo.st  of  the  townsliips  in  Chester  County,  has  born  dt'cidcd 
by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  unconstitutional;  and  thin  decision,  by  in- 
spiring confidence  in  the  dealers  and  consumers  of  the  fatal  poison, 
seems  to  have  given  a  new  im|»etiis  to  this  diabolical  trafBc  Wider  and 
deeper  its  ravages  threaten  to  extend  themselves;  and  to  every  benevo- 
lent mind  comes  the  earnest  question,  What  ini^st;  now  be  done  ?  It  is 
too  late  for  women  to  «'xeuse  themselves  from  exertion  in  this  cause,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  be  indelicate  to  leave  the  sheltered  retirement 
of  home.  Alas  I  where  is  the  home-shelter  that  guards  the  deUcaoy  of 
the  drankard's  wills  and  daughter  t  We  all  recognise  the  divine  obliga- 
tion to  relieve  suffering  and  to  cherish  virtue  as  binding  alike  on  man 
and  woman.    Our  hearts  thrill  at  the  mention  of  those  women  who  were 

last  at  the  cross  aud  earliest  at  the  grave  "  of  the  orucitied  I^azarine. 
We  oommend  her  whose  prayers  and  entreaties  once  saved  her  native 
Borne  from  pillage.  We  admire  the  heroism  of  a  Joan  of  Are,  as  it  Is 
embalmed  in  history  and  song.  We  boast  of  virgin  martyrs  to  the  faith 
of  their  convictions,  and  we  dare  not  now  put  forth  the  despicable  plea 
of  feminine  propriety  to  excuse  our  supiueness,  when  fathers,  sous,  and 
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brothers  are  fallini?  aroand  us,  degraded,  bestialized,  thrice  murdored  by 
this  foe  at  our  doors.  IS'o!  we  have  8olemn  obligations  rentinc  upon  uh, 
and  we  sbould  be  unfaithful  to  the  hoUu8t  call  of  duty,  false  to  the  iu- 
stinsto  of  wofnanhood  aad  the  plMding  ▼oioe  of  lore,  if  wo  sboald  lit 
qoiefly  down  in  careless  ease  while  vice  ie  thus  sprcadloif  aionnd  nt,  wid 
hUTiian  pouls  are  falling  into  the  fell  snare  of  the  destroyer. 

By  mooting  together  and  taking  counsel  one  with  another,  wo  will  be- 
come more  alive  to  our  duty  in  relation  to  this  momentous  subject.  The 
mon  wo  piiM  ilie  sweet  privaoj  (tf  happy  homee,  the  mora  etrong  is  the 
appeal  to  OS  to  labor  to  make  eaorad  and  Joyflilllie  heartiiHitonee  of  oth- 
ers. If  men  will  remain  comparatively  supine  we  must  the  more  ener- 
getically sound  the  alarm,  and  point  them  to  the  danger.  If  rulers  will 
devise  wickedness  by  law,  we  must  give  them  no  rest,  till,  like  the  anjust 
Judge,  they  yield  to  oarvery  impovtimtty,  and  MpeelthilrinlqiiltoQeetat- 
ntee.  The  temporal  and  spiittaai  welflure  of  many  an  immortal  bring  i^ 
at  stake,  and  we  abonld  esteem  it  a  high  privilege  to  labor  in  this  holy' 
cause  with  an  earnest  and,  if  need  be,  a  life  long  consecration.  Let  us, 
then,  apply  ourselves  devotedly  to  the  work,  and  a  fresh  and  resistless 
impulse  will  be  giiren  to  the  temperance  reformation.  The  electrical 
fervor  of  eameat  spiilts  ever  eommnnieatee  itself  to  others,  and  the  Leg*  ' 
islature  itself  can  not  long  resist  our  united  eflbrte.  In  sneh  a  oaoso 
"  we  have  great  allies."  God  and  huninnity  are  nn  our  side,  our  own  sonlif 
will  be  strengthened  and  «}levated  by  the  work;  •  failure  "  is  a  word  that 
belongs  not  to  us,  since  our  efforts  are  in  a  righteous  cause. 

To  the  Mm  nf  Ch»4er  County  : 

Permit  us  once  more  to  plead  with  yoti  on  holialf  of  temperance.  We 
know  that  to  some  of  you  this  may  seem  an  old  and  wearisome  suhject,  but 
we  know  also  that  the  sorrow  and  crime  caused  by  intemperance  are  not  ' 
old;  new,  firaeh  eases  are  aroand  as  now.  Its  ravages  are  repeated  eveiy 
day,  and  we  mast  beseeeh  yon  to  "hear  us  for  our  canse.**  We  can  not 
be  silent  while  the  grog-shop  stands  like  the  poisonous  upns  amongst 
us,  and  men  openly  deal  oat  crime  and  wretchedness  iu  the  form  of  in> 
toxicating  drinks. 

We  need  not  in  this  plaoe  enlarge  upon  the  danger  ever  attendant 
apon  the  nee     those  stimulants,  nor  will  we  now  stop  long  to  dwell 

upon  the  solemn  fact,  that  whoever,  at  the  demand  of  appetite,  drinks 
even  the  sweet  cider,  weaken.'!  his  own  moral  strength,  becomes  a  tempter 
to  the  weak,  and  casts  away  the  pure  influbnce  of  an  unsullied  example. 
Beekless  and  guilty  indeed  is  tiiat  man  who,  in  the  lifi^t  of  this  day, 
dares  to  insnlt  hamanity  and  defy  heaven  by  publiely  patting  the  glosa 
tb  his  lips. 

Men  of  Chester  County !  you  possess  the  power  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
trujBBlc  in  liquors,  and  we  conjure  you  by  the  sacred  obligations  of  virtue 
and  humanity,  as  you  hope  to  stand  acqaitted  before  the  jast  tribunal  of 
Ood,  to  arise  in  year  mi^t  and  banish  it  from  the  oommnnity ;  think,  we 

beseech  you,  of  the  depths  of  pollution  to  whloh  intemperance  leads,  of 
the  bestial  appetites  it  fosters,  of  all  the  unnameable  impurities  that 
revel  iu  its  abodes;  think  of  the  hearth-stones  desolated,  of  the  mothers 
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*  and  daughters  whose  earthly  hopes  and  joys  have  been  destroyed  by  that 
charnel-house,  the  tavern.  The  incendiary  who  applies  the  midnitrht 
torch  to  peaceful  dwellings,  tbo  robber  who  commits  murder  to  secure 
his  prey,  is  not  an  enemy  to  soolety  half  ao  dftngerone,  ae  he  who  in< 
flames  all  eyil  passions  and  scatters  wratohedness  throngli  a  oom^ 
munity,  by  dispensing  alcoholic  poison.  Oli!  are  there  not  sorrows 
enough  in  our  best  condition  ?  have  we  not  temptations  strong  enough 
within  and  without  ?  Shall  men  progress  too  fast  in  the  onward  and 
upward  **  road  of  Tirtae  and  luq^pineaai  that  yoa  leave  b^bre  them  these 
ebika  of  poUutkm,  theee  tmp-doora  of  rain,  these  fatal  aliens,  enticing 
the  unwary  listener  to  destruction  ?  Call  us  not  fanatical.  Indifference 
18  crime;  silence  is  fatal  hero.  When  the  midnight  cry  of  fire  is  sounded, 
you  rush  from  your  slumbers,  and,  heedless  of  danger,  hasten  to  extin- 
guish tiie  flames;  bnt  here  is  »  devouring  element,  burning  on  from  year 
to  year,  eonsnming  not  mere  shingles  and  rafters,  bnt  the  prieeless  hopes 
and  aspirations  of  Immortal  souls,  leaving  blackened  ruins  in  the  plaoe 
of  beauty;  and  wo  mnst  continue  to  cry  "Fire!  fire!"  until  you  hasten 
to  stop  the  fearfu)  conrtagration.  Tell  us  not  of  liberty  and  natural 
right,  as  a  plea  for  this  traffic.  It  Is  the  liberty  to  rob  innocent  families 
and  rednee  them  to  pauperism ;  the  right  to  break  hlearts  and  hopes,  to 
reduce  men  to  demons,  tO scatter  vice  and  anguish  and  desolation  around 
the  land.  Well  may  wo  exclaim  with  Madame  Roland,  when  she  was 
taken  along  the  bloody  streets  of  Paris,  about  to  be  murdered  in  the 
abused  name  of  freedom,  "  Oh,  Liberty,  what  crimes  are  committed  in 
thy  nameP 

Fathers  and  brothers,  shall  woman  in  her  agony,  and  man  in  his  deg- 
radation, appofil  to  yon  in  vain  ?  Too  long  has  this  evil  been  borne,  too 
long  have  minor  points  of  public  good  taken  precedence  of  this  reform. 
It  must  not  be  that  you  will  be  content  to  dwell  in  quiet  indifference,  iu 
tiM  midst  of  a  rnm<se11ing  eommnnity,  aad  die,  leavhig  your  ehildren  ex> 
posed  to  the  tempter's  snare.  It  must  not  be  endured  that  this  Infernal 
traffle,  this  shame  to  civilimtion,  this  slur  on  Christinnity.  shall  continue 
an)ong8t  us.  It  must  not  be  endured  that  men  slmli  be  clothed  with 
the  monstrous  authority  to  demoralize  neighborhoods  and  scatter  the 
fire-brands  of  death  and  destroetion.  The  power  to  arrest  this  horrible 
work  is  in  yonr  hands.  Be  vigilant,  be  aetiTe.  There  Is  resistless  might 
in  the  energy  of  earnest  wills  devoted  to  a  noble  cause.  Petition,  re> 
monstrato,  work  while  yet  it  is  day.  Say  not  that  we  can  gain  nothing 
by  petitioning.  Was  it  not  through  this  means,  we  obtained  the  law 
under  which  a  vote  of  the  majority  ezalnded  t2ie  sale  of  itoxicating  liq- 
uors amcmgst  nsf  Did  not  our  petitions  last  winter  eanse  »  bill  for  its 
prohibition  to  be  reported  in  the  Legislature,  whish  was  lost  in  the 
House  by  a  small  majority  ?  True,  the  law  we  desire  may  not  entirely  pre- 
vent drunkenness,  but  it  will  certainly  act  as  a  restraint.  It  mil  make 
drinking  less  reputable,  and  thus  prevent  drunkard-making.  It  will 
hnTO  the  moral  inflnenee  of  a  State  ▼erdiet  against  the  praetlee.  The 
drsad  rsiqponsibility  of  this  traflle  mnst  rest  upon  yoOf  If;  through  silent 
acquiescence,  you  permit  its  ravages.  Do  what  you  can.  and  peace  and 
prosperity  will  soon  sit  where  the  blackness  of  ruin  has  brooded,  and 
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the  sweet  reward  of  approving  eooBdeiieefl  and  the  1>les8ings  of  joyful 
hoarts  will  gladden  yoar  pathway. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  petitioning  the  liCgislature  if?  the  most  deflnitp  and  efB- 
cient  means  at  our  coiiimand,  wliereby  to  obtain  a  law  to  abolish  the 
sale  of  iutoxluatiug  drinkti,  uh  a  beverage  amongst  us. 

BmoImcI,  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  to  obtain  names  in 
their  respective  neighborhoods,  to  the  petition  referred  to:  Sarah  ETans, 
Grace  Anna  Lewis,  Jane  Kimber,  II.  A.  Pennypncker,  Cathnrine  Hawley. 
Deborah  Way,  Sarah  Wood,  M.  B.  Thomas,  Aioia  Parke,  Mar^art't  Lea, 
Susannah  Cox,  £Uzabeth  Evans,  £.  Garrett,  Darlington,  i!Uiza  Agnew, 
M.  P.  WilMHi,  Bllaa  Fyle,  Itatj  Ohambers,  H.  U.  Bamaid,  llrs.  Jeilluis, 
AUoe  Spealmian,  Sarah  &  Barnard.  Snsaa  Eolton,  Mary  W.  Coates,  Mil- 
licent  Stem,  Mrs.  Ramsey,  Mrs.  Hamilton.  A.  E.  Valentine,  Ruth  Ann 
S*'al.  R.  W.  Taylor,  M.  K.  Dariinjjton,  Lydia  Agnovv,  M.  Taylor.  Alice 
Lewis,  Ann  Barnard,  Rebecca  Fugh,  Lydia  Jacobs,  Margaret  Jioss,  Rachel 
Leake,  Ann  Preston,  H.  W.  Cos,  Ann  Coates,  Badhel  Good*  BstlMr  Jane 
Kent,  Etlen  Wilkinson,  Mavy  Pogh,  Sarah  Aim  Conningham,  Elka  I^sle, 
Beulah  Hughes,  Sarah  Ann  Oonard. 

Resolved,  That  we  urgently  solicit  those  having  care  of  petitions,  to 
make  use  of  every  opportunity  to  obtain  men's  and  women's  names  in 
different  eolnmns,  or  on  separate  petitions,  and  thus  aid  the  Chester 
County  Temperanee  Sooiety  tn  pvoearing  the  names  of  tliose  fttvorable 
to  obtaining  a  probibitory  law. 

Resolved,  That  Hannah  Cox,  8i<huiy  Peirco,  Preston,  Mary  Cox, 

Mary  Ann  Fulton,  Dinah  Mendenhall,  Mary  K.  Darlington,  Mary  S.  Ag- 
n£w,  and  Hannah  M.  Darlington,  bo  a  committee  to  call  meetings  of  the 
people  in  diflbrent  neighbochoods,  at  whieh  to  read  the  addresses  to  men 
and  women,  obtain  signatures  to  petitions,  etc* 

Resolvfd.  Tliat  we  offer  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  for  publication 
in  the  County  impors  and  Temperaiiee  Statxlard. 

Resolwd,  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  iu  Kuunett  Square,  on  Saturday, 
the  8d  of  Pebmary,  1849. 

Martha.  Hayhitbst,  President 

SlONKY  PKIKCK. 

Hanxah  Pkn^tock, 


j.  SecrUarits* 


At  their  next  Convention  in  Kennett  Sc|uare,  another  stirring  ap- 
peal was  i.ssned,  and  tho  folluwini;  resolutions  adopt ed  : 

Whkkkas,  Tlie  ppace  of  our  homes,  the  security  of  our  property,  and 
our  iuahenablo  right  to  lite,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  are  all 
Jeoparded  by  intemperanee;  and  whereas,  this  monstrous  vice,  with  all 
its  attendant  train  of  evils,  will  continue  to  spread  its  ravages  over  oar 
fair  country  so  Ion;:  as  the  traf&o  in  intoxicating  drinks  is  supported  and 
eanctioned  by  law;  and. 

WuKiiKAS,  The  people  have  the  same  right  to  bo  protected  from  the 
desolations  of  this  vice,  that  they  have  to  be  proteeted  from  the  depre- 
dations  of  the  inoendUuy,  the  robber,  and  the  morderer,  whose  deeds  are 
bnt  too  often  instigated  by  it;  therefore. 


Digilizea  by  Ct.)0^lc 


^imneU  tSquare  Arovsed,  349 

JletoTeed^  Ttubt  wo  demand  of  fb«  RepreaentetWM  of  the  people,  at  fho 
nazt  aeselon,  a  law  tot  the  total  prohibition  of  the  trafflo  in  intoadoatlng 

drinkfl  as  a  bevernprc  within  the  limits  of  Chester  Coanty. 

Resolved,  That  we  iHei>  neither  rcagon  nor  consistency  in  the  conduct 
of  our  law-makerri  lu  restraining  the  thief,  the  burglar,  the  counterfeiter, 
and  the  lobher,  whUo  thoy  let  loose  upon  eoelety  ^e  legaliied  ram-eeUer. 

Will  thejr  the  feloo  fox  restrain, 
And  y«t  take  Dfl  tlM  tIgM't  diafa  r* 

Resolved,  That  we  hail  with  Joy  the  appearance  of  a  recent  pastoral  let- 
ter iMoed  by  the  Synod  of  the  Fkee  Chnieh  of  Cincinnati,  containing 
sentimente  in  regard  to  the  advancement  of  thit$  reform,  which  meet  our 
hearty  approval,  and  which,  if  adopted  by  nil  religious  bodies,  would  in- 
sure the  speedy  triumph  of  temperance,  with  all  the  blessings  that  follow 
in  its  traiu. 

Itmilved^  TbitA  we  a4Joani  to  meet  at  Old  Kennett,  on  Saturday,  the 
8lh  of  Beoember,  1849. 

Hasjiah  M.  BAKioNaTON,  FreHcUiU. 

XABY  a  AONEW. 

KORTII  AMI.KICAX  AM)  UNITKD  STATKS  (iA/.ETTK,  FEB.  G,  1852. 

The  ladif>  uf  the  City  and  County  of  Philadolpliia,  aii<l  nil  otiier  per- 
sons who  feel  impressed  with  the  importance  of  pktitiom>'q  tuk  Lkuis- 
TUK£  TO  EXACT  A  LAW  PROmBITINO  THB  USB  OF  AI/L ISTOXICATDIO 

AS  A  nmEBA0B,  are  earnestly  requested  to  attend  a  meeting  to  be  held 

at  the  CmNBSB  Museum,  corner  of  Niktu  and  Obobqb  Stbsbib,  on  Sat- 
urday Evening,  Feb.  7th,  at  7i  o'clock. 

The  meeting  will  be  addressed  by  the  Kkv.  ^Vl.bkut  Bakxss,  Rev.  Johs 
Chambers,  Judge  Kelley,  Dr.  Jas.  Bryan,  and  Wm.  J.  Muulbet.  Jitdqb 
ALLI80V  will  preside.  The  Ladibs^  Tsim&AircB  Uaiov  Is  partioularly 
invited  to  attend.  Admittanoe  Ave  eents,  to  defkay  expenaM, 

Two  weeks  after  this,  Feb.  2l8t,  a  Woman's  Temperance  Mass 
Meeting  was  held  in  Phikdelphia ;  an  immense  assemblage  of  both 
sexes. 

Pmntj^oama  Freeman  of  March  4, 1853,  sajs:  ^  A  large 
number  of  petitions  from  various  parts  of  the  State,  most  of  diem 
nmneronsly  signed,  asking  for  the  passage  of  the  Maine  Anti-Liquor 

Law,  have  been  presented  in  both  Houses.  On  Tuesday,  in  the 
Senate,  one  was  presented  from  this  city  signed  by  15.580  ladies; 
and  another  in  the  House,  signed  by  14,241  ladies.  What  the  XiSg- 
islature  will  do  we  shall  not  venture  to  predict." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  same  successive  steps  in  evti  v  State, 
and  how  naturally,  in  laboiinir  for  anti-slavery  and  temperance, 
women  have  at  last  in  each  case  demanded  freedom  for  themselves. 
In  the  anti-slavery  school,  'mid  violen'jc  and  persecution  they  learned 
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the  a,  b,  c  of  individual  rights;  in  the  temperance  struggle  thej^ 
learned  that  the  ultiumte  power  in  moral  movements  is  found 
in  wise  legislation,  and  in  graduating  on  tiie  woman  suffrage 
platform,  they  have  learned  that  prayers  and  tears  are  worth  little 
until  coined  into  law,  and  that  to  command  the  attention  of  legisla- 
tor, petitioners  niu£;t  represent  votes. 

A  moral  power  that  has  no  direct  inflaenoe  on  the  Ifi^BlAtion  of 
a  nation,  is  an  abstraction,  and  might  as  well  be  expended  in  the 
clouds  as  outside  of  codes  and  constitutions,  and  this  has  too  long 
been  the*  realm  where  women  have  spent  their  energies  fighting 
shadow?.  The  power  that  makes  laws,  and  baptizes  them  as  divine 
at  every  church  altar,  is  the  power  for  woman  to  demand  now  and 
foreT«r. 

WESTCHBSTER  CONVENTION. 
/un«,2,  1852. 

The  first  Woman's  Kights  Convention  held  in  Pennsylvania  was 
called  in  the  leafy  month  of  June,  iu  the  quiet  Quaker  town  of 
West  Chester,  in  one  of  the  loveliest  regions  of  that  State.  Chester 
County  had  long  been  noted  for  its  refonn  movements  and  floorish- 
ing  schools,  in  which  the  women  generally  took  a  deep  interest. 

It  was  among  these  l>eautiful  hills  that  Bayard  Taylor  lived  and 
wrote  his  Hannah  Thurston,"  a  most  contemptible  burlesque  of  his 
own  neighl)ors  and  the  reforms  they  advocated. 

Kennett  Square  and  Longwood  have  for  years  been  noted  for 
their  liberal  religious  meetings,  in  which  the  leading  reformers  of 
the  nation  have  in  turn  been  annually  represented.  In  those  gath- 
erings of  the  Progreesire  Friendsi  all  the  questions  of  the  hour  were 
freely  discussed,  and  their  printed  testimonies  sent  forth  to  enlighten 
the  people. 

The  Oonvention  assembled  at  ten  o'clock  in  Horticultural  Ball, 
and  was  called  to  order  by  Lueretia  Mott,  and  the  following  officers 
chosen: 

puK^TDRNT.— llariana  J<rim8on. 

Vu  K  Phrszdbhtb.— Haiy  Ana  Falton,  William  Jaokson.  Chandler 

Darlington. 

Skcrktakibs.-— Sarah  L.  Miller,  Hannah  Darlington,  Sidney  Peirce, 
Edward  Webb. 

BusiNKss  CoMMiTTKK.  —  James  Mott,  Ann  Preston,  Lucrotin  Mott, 
Frances  D.  Gage,  Sarah  D.Barnard,  Dr.  Harriot  K.  Hunt,  Joseph  A.  Dup- 
dale,  Margaret  Joned.  Ernestine  L.  Rose,  Alice  Jaokson,  Jacob  Painter, 
Phebe  Goodwin. 

FnTAVCR  CoMWTTiEB,  apfK^oted  by  the  Chair.— Hannah  Darlington, 
Jaeob  Painter,  baao  UendenbaU,  Eliiabeth  ^ler. 
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Mn.  Mott  read  the  f oUowiag  coll : 

The  M«nda  of  Jvstloe  and  Sqaal  Ittglite  ara  earaotdy  invited  to  aaaem- 

ble  in  Convention,  to  consider  and  diHcuss  the  present  position  of  Woman 
in  Society,  her  Natural  Ki^hta  and  Relative  Duties. 

The  reasons  for  such  a  Convention  are  obvious.  With  few  excoptioni, 
both  the  radical  and  conservative  portions  of  the  community  agree  tliat 
woman,  even  in  this  progreMtve  age  and  oonntiy,  aalliBn  nnder  legal, 
edneational,  and  voeational  diMUIitiea  wbioh  ongiit  to  be  removed.  To 
examine  the  nature  of  those  disabilities,  to  inquire  into  their  extent,  and 
to  consider  the  most  feasible  and  proper  mode  of  removing  Uiem,  will  be 
the  aim  of  the  Convention  which  it  is  proposed  to  hold. 

If  it  shall  pfomote  In  any  degree  fireedom  of  thought  and  notion  among 
women;  if  It  shall  assist  in  opening  to  thmn  any  avenaes  to  honorable 
■and  Inerative  employment  (now  anjastly  and  unwisely  closed);  if  it  shall 
aid  in  pociiring  to  them  more  thorough  intellectual  and  moral  culture;  if 
it  shall  excite  higher  aspirations;  if  it  shall  advance  by  a  few  steps  just 
and  wiae  public  sentiment,  it  will  not  have  been  held  in  vain. 

The  elevation  of  woman  Is  the  elevation  of  the  human  raee.  Her  Inter* 
ests  can  not  be  promoted  or  Injured  without  advantage  or  Injury  to  the 
wliole  race.  The  call  for  such  a  Convention  is  therefore  addressed  to 
those  who  desire  the  physical,  intelleetnal,  and  moral  improvement  of 
mankind.  All  persons  interested  in  its  objects  are  resx>ectfully  requested 
to  be  present  at  its  sessions  and  partldpate  In  its  d^berattons. 

THE  PBKSIIMENT's  ADDBK88. 

The  position  in  which  woman  has  been  placed  is  an  anomaly.  On  the 
one  hand  she  is  constantly  reminded  of  duties  and  responsibilities  from 
which  an  angel  might  shrink.  The  world  is  to  be  saved  by  her  prayers, 
her  quiet  and  gentle  efforts.  Man,  she  is  told,  is  ruled  by  her  smiles ;  his 
whole  natore  snbdoed  hj  the  potenejr  of  her  tears.  Priests,  politieians, 
And  poets  assure  her  with  flattering  tongue,  that  on  her  depend  the 
progress  and  destiny  of  the  race.  On  the  other  hand,  she  is  told  that 
^e  must  lovingly  contlde  in  the  strength  and  skill  of  man,  who  lias  been 
endowed  with  superior  intelieotual  powers;  that  she  must  count  it  her 
highest  honor  to  relleot  upon  Hie  worid  the  light  <A  his  IntelUgenee  and 
wisdom,  as  the  moon  refleets  the  light  of  the  sun ! 

We  may  congratulate  one  another  on  this  occa.sion  in  view  of  the 
cheering  indications  so  manifest  on  every  hand  that  the  ignorance  and 
darkness  which  have  so  long  brooded  over  the  prospects  of  woman,  are 
beginning  to  give  plaee  to  the  light  of  truth.  In  the  summer  <tf  1848,  In 
the  village  of  Seneca  Falls,  a  small  number  of  women,  disregarding  aUke 
the  sneers  of  the  ignorant  and  the  frowns  of  the  learned,  assembled  in 
Convention  and  boldly  claimed  for  tliemselves,  and  for  their  sex,  the 
rights  conferred  by  God  and  so  iong  withheld  by  man.  Their  courageous 
words  were  the  expiesdon  of  sentiments  whldi  others  had  fSslt  as  deeply 
as  tiiemselves,  but  which  the  restraints  Imposed  by  long-established 
custom  had  taught  them  to  suppress.  But  now  the  hour  had  come,  and 
the  world  stood  prepared  for  the  reception  of  a  new  thought,  whioh  is 
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destined  to  woik  a  revolntlon  in  hnman  eodety ,  more  benelleent  fhan 

any  that  has  preceded  it.  TIm  seeds  of  truth  which  that  Conyention 

planted  in  faith  and  hope  were  not  left  to  perish.  In  many  thoughtful 
minds  they  germinated  apace  and  brought  forth  fruit.  That  fruit  was 
seen  in  the  large  Convention  held  in  Ohio  in  the  spring  of  1850,  in  that 
held  in  Hassaehosetts  in  the  antiinn  of  the  same  jear,  and  in  those 
whieh  have  followed  since  in  New  England  and  the  West. 

Woman  at  length  is  awaking  from  the  slumber  of  ages.  Many  of  the 
sex  already  perceive  that  knowledge,  sound  judgment,  and  perfect  free- 
dom of  thought  and  action  are  quite  as  important  for  the  mothers  as  for 
the  fttthers  of  the  laee.  Tiiey  weaiy  of  the  senseless  talk  of  woman's 
sphere,  "  when  that  sphere  is  so  eiienmscribed  that  they  msj  not  exert 
tlieir  full  influence  and  power  to  save  their  country  from  war,  intem- 
perance, .'ilnvery,  liceatioupnesp,  ipnorance,  poverty,  and  crime,  which 
man,  iu  the  mad  pursuit  of  liis  umbiiious  schemes,  unchecked  by  ihuir 
presenee  and  oonns^  permits  to  deoohtte  and  destroy  all  that  Is  fair  and 
heaatlful  in  life  and  fill  the  world  with  weeping,  lamentation,  and  woe. 
Wotiinn  b.';:iTis  to  grow  weary  of  her  help!ef<s  and  dependent  position, 
and  of  bciii;,'  treated  as  if  she  were  formed  only  to  niltivate  ber  atfec- 
tionti,  that  they  may  flow  in  strong  and  deep  currents  merely  to  gratify 
the  self-love  of  man. 

She  does  not  listen  with  delight,  as  she  onee  did»  when  she  hears  her 
relations  to  her  eqnnl  brother  reprefsented  by  the  poetical  figure  of  the 
trellis  and  creeping  tendril,  or  of  tln'  oak  and  tlie  praeefully  elinying 
vino.  No,  she  feels  that  she  is,  like  him,  uu  accountable  being — tiiat  the 
Infinite  Father  has  laid  responribilities  upon  her  whieh  may  not  be  in> 
noeently  tiansfiBrTed  to  anotiier.  but  whieh,  in  her  present  ignorsnee, 
she  is  not  prepared  to  meet.  She  is  becoming  rapidly  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  progress,  and  will  not  longer  submit,  without  remonstrance,  to 
the  bondage  of  ancient  dogmas  and  customs.  In  the  retirement  and 
sedusion  of  life,  flie  stirring  impnlse  of  the  times  has  reaohed  even  the 
heart  <A  woman,  and  she  feels  the  neeessity  of  a  more  thorough  onltnrs 
and  a  wider  field  of  nsefnlness.  She  sees  the  glaring  ii^astice  by  which 
she  luis  long  been  deprived  of  all  fair  opportunity  to  earn  an  Independ- 
ent livelihood,  and  thus,  iu  too  many  instauees,  constrained  tu  enter  the 
marriage  relation,  as  a  choice  of  evils,  to  secure  herself  against  the  ills 
of  impending  poverty.  The  wrong  she  so  deeply  feds  she  is  at  length 
arousing  herself  to  redress. 

What,  then,  is  the  substance  of  our  demand?  I  answer,  we  demand 
for  woman  equal  freedom  with  her  brother  to  raise  her  voice  and  exert 
her  influence  directly  for  the  removal  of  all  the  evils  that  afflict  the  race; 
and  that  she  be  pennitted  to  do  this  in  the  manner  dictated  by  her  own 
sense  of  propriety  and  justice.  We  ask  for  her  educational  advantages 
equal  to  those  enjoyed  by  the  other  p>'x:  that  the  richly  endowed  insti- 
tutions which  she  has  been  taxed  to  establish  and  support^  may  be  open 
alike  to  all  her  children.  We  claim  for  her  the  right  to  follow  any  hon- 
orable eailing  or  profession  for  whieh  she  may  be  fitted  by  her  intelleet- 
oal  training  and  edacity.  We  claim  for  her  a  fair  opportunity  to  attain 
a  position  of  pecuniary  independenee,  and  to  this  end  that  she  reoeive 
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Ibr  her  Iftbor  a  oompeDflatton  eqalvBlent  to  its  leeognlfled  ▼aloe  mhaa 
paformed  by  tba  otiier  sex. 

Theso  demands,  "we  think,  must  be  admitted  to  bo  pspentially  wise  and 
just.  Wfi  make  them  in  no  spirit  of  selfish  anta^onit^iu  to  tlie  other  sex, 
but  under  a  deep  conviction  that  they  are  prompted  by  an  enlightened 
ngaid  for  the  highest  welliHe  of  the  faee.  Some  one  hae  jnstly  aaid 
that  Qod  has  so  Unked  the  haman  family  together  that  any  violence 
done  at  one  end  of  the  chain  Is  felt  throughout  its  length.  The  true 
interests  of  the  sexes  are  not  antaKonistio,  but  hunnonioug.  There  can 
be  no  Just  conflict  between  their  respective  rights  and  duties.  For  the 
ooming  of  the  day  when  this  great  truth  shall  be  unlfenally  leeeiTed, 
we  most  woik  and  pmy  as  we  hare  opportonU^'.  When  that  day  shall 
arrive,  it  will  be  clearly  perceived  that  in  the  true  Harmonic  Order 
"  woman  and  her  brother  are  pillars  in  the  same  temple  and  priests  of 
the  same  worship.** 

The  Seeretary,  Sidnby  Pbibcb,  read  flie  foUowlng  letter  tan 

8AKAH  H.  OKIMK^. 

When  an  insect  omorfros  with  struggles  from  its  chrysalis  stiite,  how 
feeble  are  all  its  movements,  how  its  wings  hang  powerless  until  the 
genial  air  has  dried  and  strengthened  them,  how  putiuutly  the  insect 
tries  sgatn  and  again  to  spread  them,  and  vidt  the  flowers  whieh  bloom 
aroand,  tOl  at  last  it  enjoys  the  reoompense  of  Its  labors  in  the  neotar 
and  the  fragrance  of  the  garden. 

This  illuBtrates  the  present  condition  of  Woman.  She  is  jtist  emerg- 
ing from  the  darluiess  and  ignorance  by  which  she  has  been  shrouded. 
She  looks  forth  from  her  diryssUs  and  sees  the  natnrel  and  Intelleetnal 
world  lying  aronnd  her  elothed  in  radiant  beauty,  and  Inviting  her  to 
enter  and  posposs  this  magnificent  inheritance.  TIow  came  I,  she  asks, 
to  be  excluded  from  all  these  precious  privileges?  I  will  arise  and  go  to 
my  Father  and  say,  "  Father,  permit  me  to  share  the  labors  of  my  breth- 
ren and  partake  of  the  firnits  whieh  they  enjoy."  "  Go,  my  daughter,'* 
Is  the  paternal  response.  **Be  unto  man,  in  an  infinitely  higher  sense 
than  heretofore,  a  help-meet."  How  is  woman  fulfilling  her  divine 
mission?  Is  she  looking  on  the  benefits  she  is  commissioned  to  bestow 
on  the  human  race,  or  is  she  keeping  her  eye  on  her  own  interests  and 
seeking  her  own  elevatton,  with 'Utile  of  that  expansive  benevolenee^ 
that  phllosophieal  foresigfat  whieh  seeks  ttie  doTslopment  of  allt 

Woman  is  now  in  the  transition  state,  a  glorious  mission  is  before  her, 
a  glorious  destiny  awaits  her.  To  fullill  that  mission,  to  bo  worthy  of 
that  destiny,  she  must  patiently  wait  and  quietly  hope,  blessing  those 
who  seora  and  deride  her  fseble  and  often  nnsoceessftil  efforts,  to  free 
herself  ttom  her  entanglements.  She  must  eipeet  many  Ikilares  in  her 
attempts  to  emancipate  herself  from  the  thralldom  of  pablio  opinion. 
Those  who  have  long  held  the  reins  of  power  and  the  rank  of  superior- 
ity, naturally  look  with  distrust  on  a  movement  which  threatens  to  over- 
turn long  established  customs  and  transfnm  the  baby  and  the  toy  into 
an  inteUeetoal  belngi  desiring  equal  rights  wlOi  thenuelTea  and  assert- 
ing her  dalm  to  all  the  immnnitles  tiiey  e^Joy.  Woman  mnst  be  wUUng 
2S 
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to  see  herself  as  she  ie,  the  slave  of  fashion,  assummg  all  the  Proteua 
fortiis  she  invents,  withoat  reference  to  health  or  convenience.  She 
mnflt  remember  how  few  of  ue  give  evldenee  of  snffldent  derdt^meot 
to  warrant  our  claims;  and  wfailit  we  liBel  a  divine  impnlae  to  proceed  in 
achieving  the  enlargeniont  of  woman,  whilst  we  hear  a  voice  saying, 
"Ye  have  compassed  this  mountain  long  enough;  speak  to  the  people 
that  tbey  go  forward,"  let  us  not  be  dismayed  at  the  hindrances  we  shall 
enconnter  from  those  whom  we  are  Uborlng  to  release  from  the  swad- 
dling bands  of  infancy,  or  the  grave-elothee  of  sopentition,  time-hon- 
ored opinion  and  crushing  ciroumstancen.  We  are  now  in  a  perilous 
and  diflScult  position.  We  feel  all  the  inconveniences  of  our  past  condi- 
tion, all  the  disadvantages  and  uneasiness  of  the  one  we  are  con«trained 
to  oeonpy,  and  see  In  bold  relief  all  the  ftdTsiitagea  which  »  change  wHI 
yield  tis.  But  let  us  remember  that  oar  transition  atatOt  althpogh  re- 
plete with  temptations  and  suffering,  is  necessary  to  our  improvement ;  we 
need  it  to  strengthen  us  and  enable  os  to  bear  hardships  as  good  soldiers 
of  truth. 

To  regard  any  state  of  society  as  Used,  Is  to  regard  It  as  the  ultimate 
good,  as  the  best  conditton  to  which  we  can  attain.   Bat  when  man  has 

progressed,  when  his  morality  and  his  religion  have  a^snmed  a  higher 
tone,  it  is  impossible  to  perpetuate  his  childhood,  or  to  give  permanence 
to  institutions  and  opinions  whose  days  are  numbered.  When  reform 
has  tenth  for  Its  basis  and  Is  Inatlnet  with  the  hliB  of  progrectioo,  no 
power  can  dress  it  in  the  habiliments  of  the  grave,  and  bury  it  oat  of 
siffht,  »Mthrr  in  the  Potter's-fleld  or  under  tho  magnificent  mausoleum. 
There  is  nothing  so  precious  to  man  as  progress;  he  has  defended  it  with 
his  hearths  best  blood,  and  according  to  his  development  has  aided  it, 
altiioag^  sometimes  in  his  hiindness  he  lias  aeatteced  Hre  and  sword,  de- 
etructiou  and  misety  aronnd.  in  endeavoring  to  force  mankind  to  adopt 
the  truths  hp  thought  essential  to  progress.  "Woman  has  come  on  the 
stage,''  says  Horace  Mann,  "  6.U0U  ytiars  after  man,  to  profit  by  his  mis- 
deeds and  correct  his  errors."  Until  now,  the  world  was  not  prepared 
to  reeeivo,  in  ItaU  measore,  the  hallowed  Influence  which  woman  is  de- 
signed to  died.  Her  holy  mission  is  to  bring  peace  on  earth  and  good- 
will to  man.  She  does  not  ask  for  irresponsible  power;  she  has  seen 
that  from  the  earliest  records  of  the  human  race  the  possession  of  soch 
power  is  fr«oght  with  danger,  tliat  it  has  always  made  tyrants.  She 
ibels  Divinity  stlnfaig  within  her,  and  its  IrreproBoibie  aspirings  can  not* 
should  not  be  controlled.  Mankind  have  always  Mjjeoted  the  means  ap- 
pointed by  Infinite  Wisdom  to  assist  their  upward  flight.  Let  us  then 
.go  calmly  forward,  alike  regardless  of  the  scorn  and  ridicule  of  the  shal- 
Jow.,  the  grave  denimciations  of  the  bigot,  or  the  weighty  counsel  of  the 
juusow-mlnded  and  seilflah,  who  would  p<rfnt  out  the  eiact  portion  flt- 
itad  iter  ue  to  occnpy,  and  with  seeming  condescension  invite  us  to  fill 
«ome  posts  of  honor  and  profit,  while  thoy  undertake  to  confine  us 
within  their  bounds,  leaving  nothing  to  our  good  sense,  intelligence, 
intoitiYe  desires,  and  aspiring  hopes.  Tha  truth  Is,  **  It  la  not  in  man 
that  walketh  to  direct  his  steps."  God  alone  is  competent  to  do  tikis» 
nnd  In  the  preaant  movement  His  power,  wisdom,  and  will,  are  so  con- 
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ppicuous,  that  it  will  be  well  to  set  no  bounds  to  His  work,  but  let  it 
have  free  course,  expecting  that  contradictions  and  inconsistencies  will 
mar  it,  bat  belfoTing  tihat  tboM  o<mtndlottoiw  will  aeaao,  thow  inooii' 
flittendM  disappear,  and  tbe  peifeotad  famaan  belDg  ba  dav«l<qpad. 

If  we  adopt  aa  our  watchword  the  language  of  Margaret  Fuller,  we 
4san  not  but  ovoroome  all  obstacles,  outlive  all  opposition  :  "  Give  me 
Troth.  Cheat  ine  by  no  illusion.  Oh,  the  granting  of  this  prayer  is 
MmetiuMi  tonibla;  I  walk  over  the  bmnliig  ^wdiarea  and  tliay  sear  my 
feet—yet  aothiDg  bat  Tmth  will  do.*>  SiaAH  M.  GuaiKft. 

LUCRBTIA  Men'  MddrcBsod  the  Convention,  briefly  referring  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  movement  and  expressing  her  gratification  on  seeing  the 
response  giveo  to  the  eall,  by  the  great  nomber  of  penKou  aasembled. 
She  saw  befoie  her  not  only  a  laige  delegation  Ikoin  the  inmediate  vtoin- 
lty»  bat  •  goodly  number  from  other  and  distant  States. 

The  movement  for  the  enfranchisement  of  woman  is  indeed  making 
rapid  progress.  Since  the  first  Convention  held  at  Henuca  Falls,  in  1848, 
where  a  few  women  assembled,  and  notwithstanding  their  ignorance  of 
the  parliamentary  modes  of  eondaeting  boslness,  promnlgated  these 
jurinciples,  which  took  deep  root,  and  are  already  producin;^  important 
rcjiults.  Other  large  Conventions  have  been  held  in  difftTcnt  places, 
which .  have  done  much  toward  disseminating  the  great  principles  of 
equality  between  the  sexes;  and  a  spirit  of  earnest  inquiry  has  been 
Aroased.  She  referred  to  the  fMst  that  the  agitation  eonuneneed  in  those 
States  most  distingalshed  for  intelleetnal  and  moral  oolture,  while  we  in 
Pennsylvania  are  ready  to  ouibraoe  their  views  on  this  subject;  and 
trusted  that  the  Convention  now  assembled,  would  be  neither  less  inter- 
esting nor  less  efficient  than  those  that  have  been  already  held. 

Mrs.  OLABnrA  Howabo  Nicholb,  of  BratUeboro,  Vermont,  spoke 
briefly  on  the  absurdity  of  the  popular  idea  of  woman's  sphere.  She 
thonpht'+hp  ppherp  of  hpx  could  only  be  determined  by  capacity  and 
moral  obliKHtioii.  She  had  once  thought  politics  necessarily  too  degrad- 
ing for  womuu,  but  hhe  hud  changed  her  views.  The  science  of  govern- 
ment, it  is  said,  Is  of  divine  origin;  a  participation  in  its  administration 
can  not  then  necessarily  involve  anything  to  deteriorate  from  the  trne 
<llgnlty  of  woman.  The  world's  Interests  have  never  yet  been  fully  rep- 
resented. The  propriety  of  woman  voting  had  been  to  her  a  .stnnjbling- 
block;  the  idea  was  repelling.  She  was  not  yet  allowed  to  vote,  but  she 
had  ceased  to  consent  to  the  arrangement  wUoh  deprived  her  of  that 
light,  and  therefore  experienced  a  freedom  of  s|^t  whidh  she  had  not 
known  before.  The  idea  that  woman  could  not  go  to  the  ballot-box 
without  a  sacriflco  of  her  delicacy  was  absurd.  Women  were  allowed  to 
vote  in  church  matters  unquestioned.  They  can  hold  railroad  stock, 
bank  stock,  and  stoek  of  other  eorpoiations,  where  their  inflnenee  is  in 
foopmrtion  to  tlie  anoont  held. 

Bat  we  are  not  called  upon  to  maintain  the  position  of  the  pn^Kriety 
or  expediency  of  women  voting.  The  question  is.  Shall  they  have  the 
right  so  to  do? — the  propriety  should  be  left  to  themselves.  Woman  can 
now  travel  alone  securely,  where  formerly  It  was  eonstdeMd  a  risk.  She 
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can  deposit  her  vote  with  men,  with  as  much  propriety  as  she  can  ride 
with  them  in  railroad  oars,  on  steamboats,  etc.  She  came  all  the  way 
from  the  Green  Moontains  without  any  male  attendant;  she  traveled 
with  members  of  Congrew  and  delegates  to  the  Baltimore  GanTentSoo, 
and  not  a  "bear"  among  thfin  offerod  her  the  leapt  indiprnitv. 

Erk^TINB  L.  Rose  qnoted  the  tentimony  of  Horace  Mann,*  that  our 
Legialatares  were  "  bear  gardens,  our  reprosentativee  too  rade  and  rough 
for  womia's  —■ogiatton,  henoe  the  impropriety  and  IndellMqr  <rf  her 
mingUog  In  poUttos.**  Bnt  we  are  told  it  is  woman's  provlnoe  to  soothe 
the  nnpry  passions  and  calm  the  belligerent  feelingfs  of  man,  and  if  what 
Horace  Mann  eays  is  true,  where  can  we  find  a  riper  banrest  awaiting  as 
than  in  the  halls  of  legislation ! 

Harriot  K. Hunt  thou  rend  an  .ifldress  upon  the  medical  education 
of  women ;  on  eondading,  she  offered  tiie  following  resolntions : 

let.  BetUMd^  TbtA  the  present  position  of  medioal  orgnoiiations,  pre* 

eluding  women  from  the  same  educational  advantages  with  men,  under 
pretext  of  delic/icv,  virtually  aoknowledgee  the  impropriety  of  iua  being 
her  medical  attendant. 

Sd.  JEIMoImiI,  Hint  we  will  do  sU  in  oor  power  to  sostnin  those  women 
who,  ikom  n  eonvietion  of  doty,  enter  the  medioal  ptofassion,  In  thdr  ef- 
forts to  overoome  the  evils  that  IwTe  MWf^mgWf^  fo  their  path,'  and  in 
attacking  the  strongholds  of  vice. 

3d.  Resolved^  That  the  past  actions  and  present  indications  of  our  med- 
ieat  sehools  should  not  affeet  us  at  all ;  and  notwItlistaadinK  Geneva  and 
derelaad  Medieal  CoUeges  elosed  their  doors  after  gradoating  one 
woman  each,  and  Harvard,  through  the  false  delicacy  of  the  students, 
declared  it  inexpedient  to  receive  one  who  hnd  been  in  successful  prac- 
tice many  years,  we  would  still  earnestly  follow  in  peace  and  love  where 
daty  points,  and  leave  the  Terdlot  to  an  enlightened  public  sentiment. 

The  address  of  Dr.  irunt  called  out  a  discnsffiion  on  the  importance 
of  a  thoroudi  medical  training  for  women  in  all  departments  of 
science  belonging  to  that  profession. 

Mrs.  Nichols  spoke  earnestly  of  the  imperfect  edoeation  of  woman. 
With  no  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  healtli,  she  has  no  means  of  obtaining 
the  required  information.  Jfen  hold  the  purse  even  when  it  i.<?  filled  by 
the  labor  of  both.  They  close  the  college  doors,  though  we  have  helped 
to  boUd  and  endow  them.  And  at  what  a  feaHtal  cost  of  Ufb  and  health 
are  we  thus  wronged.  Does  it  cost  too  much  to  edncate  the  fntore 
mothers  of  this  nation  in  the  seienoe  of  life  t  Who  can  estimate  how 

*  Jest  preffcnw  to  tbto  Ocm^tlim  Bonos  Ibini,  FfevsMont  of  Aattodi  Oollogo,  hsd 

been  giAinp  ft  lecture  fhroutrh  the  C'  untry,  antJ  made  many  nevere  strlcturM  on  tlie 
fUse  pbilosopbjr  of  the  woman  safingt:  movemeat,  or  r»tber  wtiat  he  snppoiod  it  to  be. 
This  was  ooniddcrad  the  more  damaging  beeanao  Kr.  Maan  ao  atroogty  favored  eo^n* 
cation.  It  wafl  a»  if  otif  fn  our  own  camp  had  suddenly  turned  traitor.  Among  other 
thtaigs  he  aald  that  oor  legialative  halls  were  socb  bear  gardens  that  they  were  not  lit  for 
womea  to  enter.  ItlatottUiemarkraflMrenceiemadetnthedcbetoa 
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much  greater  are  the  «ipmBM  inoanred  bj  our  igiunaot  Tiolatioii  of  the 

laws  of  health  i 

l^RANCSS  Sana  Gaob,  of  Ohio,  spoke  of  the  high  scholarahip  and  very 
•oooeMftil  exunliMtloiw  of  thoia  women  ivlio  had  beeii  admitted  into 
the  medlMl  ooUegea,  fur  ampMiing  the  young  men  in  their  recitation* 

and  general  intelHgonce.  So  long  as  the  lives  of  children  are  conceded 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  their  mothers,  it  is  of  \ital  conseqaence  to  the  raoa 
that  women  be  thoroughly  educated  for  the  medical  profesaion. 

Mrs.  Boas  said:  Hmm  aw  mighty  qnastimML  Whan  oar  iittla  omaa  are 
leraovad  hy  death  fkom  our  oate  aad  aflbetioa,  ire  feel  most  keenly  oar 
ignorance,  and  long  to  know  something  of  those  immutable  laws  of  life 
and  health  we  have  so  long  violated.  Woman  should  at  least  know 
enough  to  be  physician  to  herself  and  children,  but  she  is  denied  the 
advantages  granted  to  man  for  obtaining  knowledge  of  these  things  more 
neeessary  if  possible  to  her  tbaa  to  Um. 

The  idea  of  a  female  doctor  is  ridiculed.  But  what  is  she  worth  as  a 
nurse  of  the  sick  without  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of  healing  ?  Why  am  I 
in  the  prime  of  life  in  such  feeble  health  ?  In  my  country,  the  laws  of 
iile  are,  comparatively  speaking,  kept  in  a  nutshell.  The  girl  must  not 
ezerdae ;  it  la  not  CMhlonable.  She  moat  not  be  seen  in  aotive  life;  it  is 
not  feminine*  The  boy  may  run,  the  girl  must  creep.  It  is  to  disenss  all 
these  grave  inequalities  that  we  have  assembled  bore,  and  I  tmft  the  in- 
fluence of  .this  Convention  may  be  felt  in  oppning  to  woman  all  lionost 
and  honomble  means  of  self-support  and  self-duvelopment,  and  in  remov- 
ing all  the  legal  ahaekles  that  block  her  pathway  through  life. 

Eva  Pdoh  said:  The  degradation  of  one  sex  is  the  degradation  of  the 
other.  This  question  is  universal,  affecting  all  alike.  No  fact  is  better 
eHtablished  than  that  the  character  of  the  parent  is  inherited  by  the 
child.  Can  noble  men  be  born  of  infirm  women  ?  Who  are  the  mothers 
of  great  men  f  Wcnnen  of  mhid,  of  thought,  of  independence ;  not 
women  dagiaded  by  maa*a  tyranny,  laboring  in  prescribed  limits,  think- 
ing other  people's  thoughts,  and  echoing  their  opinions,  ^liaqneatlon 
of  woman's  rights  affects*  the  whole  human  race.  We  know  from  sad  ex- 
perience that  man  can  not  rise  while  woman  is  degraded. 

Mrs.  MOTT  spoke  of  the  great  change  in  public  sentiment  within  her 
reooUeetion  in  regard  to  the  so-called  sphere  of  woman.  Twenty  years 
ago  people  wondered  how  a  modest  girl  could  attend  lectures  on  Botany; 
but  modest  girls  did  attend  them  and  other  places  frequented  only  by 
men,  and  the  result  was  not  a  loss  of  delicacy,  but  a  higher  and  nobler 
development;  a  true  modesty. 

JoBEFB  A.  0voi>ALB  made  a  few  remaiks  on  the  Injnstloe  of  the  laws 
by  which  happy  households  are  <tften  broken  up  on  the  death  of  the  hus- 
band and  father.  Ho  said  there  remained  one  way  in  which  this  gfreat 
evil  could  be  avoided  oven  while  the  law  remains  unchanged,  and  that 
was  by  a  will  of  the  husband  conveying  the  whole  property  of  their  joint 
indnstry  and  economy  to  the  wife,  in  the  event  of  his  death.  He  nrged 
this  as  the  duty  of  erery  husband  aad  father.  He  closed  his  remarks 
with  the  following  extract  from  the  will  of  Martin  Luther,  proving  that 
other  errors  than  those  of  the  Church,  were  deemed  by  the  great  reformer 
of  sufhcient  magnitude  to  awaken  his  earnest  oppOiSition: 
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"Thisiflalllam  ivorth,  sad  I  give  It  all  to  m j  wife  for  the  fbllowing 

MMons: 

Because  she  has  always  conducted  herself  toward  me  lovingly, 
worthQy,  and  beautifully,  like  a  pious,  faithful,  and  noble  wife;  and  by 
the  Mk  bkwsingi  of  Ood,  she  luw  bone  aad  bfooght  vp  0te  llvtaig  ebil- 
dreu,  who  yet  live,  and  God  giBDt  they  may  loogilfe. 

"2.  Becaupc  phe  will  take  upon  herself  and  pay  the  |^^'hi^=.  whidi  I  owe 
and  uiny  not  he  able  to  pay  during  my  life,  which,  so  far  as  1  can  esti- 
mate,  may  amount  to  about  450  florins,  or  perhaps  a  little  more. 

**8.  Bat  moet  of  ell,  beeauM  I  wOl  not  hftve  ber  dependent  on  the 
children,  but  the  children  on  her;  that  thaijr  may  hold  her  in  honor,  and 
submit  thfiuselvt'K  to  her  as  God  has  commanded.  For  T  see  well  and 
observe,  how  the  devil,  by  wicked  and  envious  moiithp,  heats  and  ex- 
cites children,  even  though  they  be  pious,  against  this  command:  espe- 
eiiilly  when  the  mothers  an  widows,  and  the  eons  get  wives,  aad  iSie 
daoj^tera  get  hnebands,  and  again  socnu  murum,  ntinur  joomai.  For  I 
hold  that  the  mother  will  bo  the  best  guardian  for  hor  own  children,  and 
will  use  what  little  property  and  goods  she  may  have,  not  for  their  disad- 
vantage and  injury,  but  for  their  good  and  improvement,  since  they  are 
her  own  fleeb  and  blood,  and  she  eanied  them  nnder  her  heart 

**  And  it,  after  my  death,  she  ahonld  find  tt  neeeeaary  or  desliable  to 
marry  again  (for  I  can  not  pretend  to  set  limits  to  the  will  or  providence 
of  God),  yet  I  trust  and  herewith  express  my  confidence  that  she  will 
cpnduct  herself  toward  our  mutual  children  as  beoometb  a  mother,  and 
will  lidthfDlly  Impart  to  Hbma  property,  and  do  whatever  else  Is  ii|^t. 

And  herewith  I  hombly  pray  my  most  giadona  lord,  his  graee  Dnke 
John  Firaderick.  elector  of  Saxony,  gnudondy  to  guard  aad  protect  the 
above-named  gifts  and  property. 

"I  also  entreat  all  my  good  friends  to  be  witnesses  for  mydearCatey, 
and  help  to  defend  her  should  any  good-for-nothing  month  reprove  and 
slander  her,  as  if  she  had  seeretly  some  personal  proper^  of  whieh  she 
would  deftnnd  the  poor  children.  For  I  testify  there  Is  no  pe^^raial 
property  except  the  plate  and  jewelry  enumerated  above. 

"  Fiuall> ,  I  beg,  since  in  this  will  or  testament  I  have  not  used  legal 
forms  or  words  (and  thereto  I  have  my  reasoDs),  that  every  one  may  let 
me  be  the  person  that  I  am  in  tmth«  namely,  openly  and  known  both  in 
heaven  and  earth,  and  in  hell,  and  let  me  have  respect  and  attth<nity 
enouf?h  so  that  I  may  be  trusted  and  believed  moro  than  any  lawyer. 
For  so  God  the  Father  of  all  mercies  hath  entrusted  to  me,  a  poor,  mis- 
erable, condemned  sinner,  the  Gospel  of  His  dear  Son,  and  therein  thus 
fur  I  have  behaved  and  eondoeted  myself  truly  and  IMthftiny,  and  it  has 
made  much  progress  in  the  world  through  me,  and  I  sm  honored  as  a 
teacher  of  truth.  notwithstaiKliiif;  the  curse  of  the  Pope  and  the  wrath 
of  emperors,  kings,  princes,  pri«'sts.  and  all  kinds  of  devils  ;  much  rather 
tlieii  let  me  be  believed  in  this  iittlu  matter,  especially  as  here  in  my 
hand  whleh  Is  very  well  known;  and  I  hope  it  may  be  enon^,  when  it 
ean  be  said  aad  proved  that  this  is  the  serious  and  deliberate  desirs  of 
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Dr.  Martin  Luther  (who  Is  God's  lawyer  and  witneHs  of  HU  Gospel)  to  be 
proved  by  hig  own  hand  and  seal,  Sept.  16,  1542." 

LucKBTiA  MoTT  (860  6th  resolution)  thought  it  iiupurtant  that  we 
flhonld  not  dfcwMin  the  antagoDlsm  that  woman's  present  position  ren- 
dered it  nssewiKry  she  shoald  aMome.  Too  long  had  wrongs  and  op- 
prefpions  existed  without  an  acknowledged  wrong-doer  and  oppressor. 
It  was  not  until  the  slaveholder  was  told,  "thou  art  th*^  man,"'  that  a 
hecklthful  agitation  was  brought  about.  Woman  is  told  that  the  fault  is 
in  herself  In  too  wOUngly  solnnittlDg  to  her  Inleilor  ooadttkn;  bat,  like 
tiie  daro,  ahe  la  pressed  down  by  laws  In  the  maUngof  whiehslMhatf  bad 
no  voice,  and  crushed  by  customs  that  have  grown  out  of  such  laws.  Bha 
can  not  rise,  therefore,  while  thus  trampled  in  the  dust.  The  oppressor 
does  not  see  himself  in  that  light  until  the  oppressed  ory  for  deliverance. 

In  commenting  on  tho  will  jnat  read,  she  farther  said : 

The  extract  from  Luther's  will  which  has  been  read,  while  it  gIVM 
evidence  of  the  appreciation  of  the  services  of  ^Is  wife,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, and  manifests  a  generous  disposition  to  reward  her  as  a  faithful 
wife,  still  only  provM  tha  digmding  relation  die  bore  to  her  husband. 
There  Is  no  reoognition  of  her  equal  right  to  their  j<^t  earnings.  WhUe 
the  wife  is  obliged  to  accept  as  a  gift  that  which  in  justice  belongs  to 
her,  however  generous  the  boon,  she  is  but  an  inferior  dependent. 

The  law  of  our  State  and  of  New  York,  has  within  a  few  years  been  so 
amended  that  the  wife  has  some  oontrol  ov«r  a  part  of  her  property. 
Much  yet  remains  to  bo  done;  and  If  woman  "eontend  eamefltly**  for 
the  right,  man  will  co-operate  wifli  her  in  adjusting  all  her  claims.  We 
have  only  to  look  back  a  few  years,  to  satisfy  ourselves  that  the  demands 
already  made  are  met  in  a  disposition  to  redress  the  grievances.  When 
a  delegation  of  women  to  the  World's  Anti-Slavery  Convention  in  1840, 
oonld  Und  no  fayor  In  London,  what  were  the  re— dm  asrfgnad  Ibr  the 
exolneion  t  Not  that  the  right  of  representation  was  not  as  mwAl  wom- 
an's  as  man's,  but  that  "  they  would  be  ridiculed  in  the  morning  papers." 

Daniel  O'Connell  felt  th(?  injustice  done  to  those  delegatei^,  and  in  a 
letter  on  the  subject  to  me,  expressed  his  deep  regret,  that  owing  to 
basIneM  engagements,  he  was  not  able  to  attoid  the  Ck>nTentlon  and 
take  part  In  the  dlaensiion.* 

Dr.  Bowring  advocated  the  admipsion  of  the  delegates  at  that  time; 
and  afterward  in  a  letter  to  this  country,  said:  "  How  often  have  I  re- 
gretted that  the  woman's  question,  to  me  of  singular  interest,  was 
lamidied  witb  ao  little  prepamtion,  so  little  knowledge  of  the  manner  In 
whieh  it  had  been  entani^ed,  by  the  fsars  of  some  and  fSbm  Ibllles  of  oth- 
ersl  Bat,  bear  npl  for  the  coming  of  those  women  will  form  an  era  in 
the  future  history  of  philanthropic  daring.  They  made  a  deep,  if  not  a 
wide  impression;  and  Iiave  created  apostles,  if  as  yet  they  have  not  mul- 
titndee  of  followen.  The  e^erbnent  was  well  worth  making.  It  hon- 
ored Ameiiea^t  wiU  Instmot  Bng^tend.  If  in  some  matters  of  high  gIt- 
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ili»tlofi  yon  are  behind  ua,  In  tills  nurtter  of  oourageous  benerolenoe 
how  far  are  you  beforo  nsl  ** 

Since  that  time  women  have  fUrly  entered  the  field  as  etodenti  of  medi- 
cItio  and  as  physicians,  as  editors  nn<l  locturors,  engapred  in  schools  of 
design,  and  iu  the  taking  of  daguorrut>,  well  as  in  some  other  works  of 
art,  and  In  holding  Conventions  in  several  of  the  States  of  our  Union  for 
theadToeaey  ofonrentiveelaima.  .A  National  Soelety  haa  been  fonnad; 
and  the  proceedings  of  theae  (Tonventions  and  Society  meetings  have 
been  fairly  reported,  and  have  received  favorable  iioticef  in  many  of  the 
papers  of  this  country,  as  well  as  in  the  Westminster  Retiew  iu  England. 

Fbavobs  D.  0AOK  said  that  allusion  bad  been  made  in  the  address  to 
the  popolar  sentiment,  ttiat  men  are  what  their  mothers  nude  them. 
Bbe  repeUed  this  sentiment  as  an  indignity  to  her  sex.  What  mother, 
she  asked,  ever  taught  h^^r  Mon  to  drink  rum,  gamble,  swear,  pmoke.  nnd 
chew  tobacco  ?  The  truth  was,  that  the  boy  was  virtually  taught  to  re- 
gard his  mother  as  inferior,  and  that  it  was  not  manly  to  follow  her  in- 
atmetiona.  When  he  le^  the  hearth-atone  he  waa  beyond  her  leaeh. 
He  found  men,  and  Ihose,  too,  .In  elevated  atatlona,  addicted  to  vulgar 
and  vicions  practices,  and  he  was  liable,  in  forgetfulnc^^s  of  all  that  hia 
mother  had  taught  Lim.  to  fall  into  such  habits  himself.  Mon  allowed 
grog-shops  to  be  set  up  on  the  street  corners,  and  permitted  gambling- 
hooaaa  to  exiat,  to  tempt  the  boy  ftom  tlm  path  of  vhtoe;  and  when  the 
motheiB  naked  for  the  abatement  of  theae  evlla,  they  weta  told  to  keep  In 
their  sphere.  In  the  town  where  she  resided  (McConnellsville.  ^forgan 
Co.,  Ohio),  the  women  sent  a  lar^e  petition  to  the  court  asking  that  grog- 
shops might  not  be  licensed.  The  Judge  thereupon  remarked  that ' '  wom- 
an*a  plaae  waa  In  Um  nmaery  and  the  pailor,  and  that  iriMn  aha  Intww 
ISsred  Willi  pnblle  allUia,  or  aet  heraelf  up  aa  an  inatnietor  of  the  eonrta* 
die  was  out  of  her  sphere."  Thus  men  perpetuate  institutions  which 
nndomiino  the  influence  of  the  mothers,  and  comipt  the  morals  of  the 
sons.  The  boys  wore,  therefore,  in  many  cabe?-,  what  men  made  them. 
True,  there  were  some  cases  iu  which  the  mother,  by  superior  power, 
shaped  the  deatiny  of  her  aona,  In  aplte  of  advene  Inllnenoea.  Sneh 
easee  were  not  the  mle^  bnt  the  exeaptlon.  Motheia,  generally,  oould 
not  exert  their  fall  Inilnence  over  their  sons,  unless  they  were  permitted 
to  atand  by  them  aa  the  equals  of  their  lathers  in  all  relations  of  life. 

The  following  address,  written  by  Ann  Preaton,  and  adopted  as 
an  exposition  of  the  principles  and  purposes  of  the  OonTention,  was 
impresdvely  read  by  the  author : 

ANN  Preston's  address. 
The  question  is  repeatedly  asked  by  those  who  have  thoujfht  but  little 
upon  the  subject  of  woman's  position  in  society,  '•  What  does  woman 
want  more  than  she  possesses  already  f  la  ahe  not  beloved,  honored, 
guarded,  eheriahed  t  Wherein  are  her  rights  InfHnged,  or  her  liberties 
curtaih'd  ?" 

Qlowing  piotores  have  been  drawn  of  the  fitness  of  the  present  rela* 
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tions  of  fiociety,  and  of  the  beauty  of  woman's  dopondence  upon  the  pro- 
tecting love  of  man,  and  frightful  vi^iona  have  been  evoked  of  the  con- 
t'uHiou  and  perveriiiou  of  nature  which  would  occur  if  the  doctrine  of  the 
eqoal  lights  of  maa  ttid  wonuuk  WM  <mM  ftdmlttod. 

The  idea  Mems  to  prevail  that  movements  for  the  elevation  of  woman 
arise,  not  from  the  legitimate  wants  of  society,  but  from  the  vngne  rest- 
lessness of  unquiet  spirits;  not  from  the  serene  dictates  of  wisdom,  bat 
from  the  headlong  impulses  of  fanatioism. 

We  came  not  here  to  aigae  the  qaeetlon  of  the  relative  strength  of  in> 
telleot  in  man  and  woman;  for  the  leftwm  whieh  we  advoeate  depends 
not  upon  its  settlement.  We  place  not  the  intetests  of  woman  Ui  an- 
tagonism to  those  of  her  brother,  for 

**Th''  wDm^iiV  cinise  is  man's  : 
Tbey  riM  or  slok  together, 
DwtrIM  or  Ood-IIke,  bond  or  free." 

We  maintain  not  that  woman  should  lose  any  of  that  retlnement  and 
delicacy  of  spirit  which,  as  a  celestial  halo,  ever  encircles  the  pure  in 
heart  We  contend  not  that  she  shall  beemne  nolflQr  and  dletatoffal,  and 

abjure  the  quiet  graces  <tf  UlS.  We  claim  not  that  she,  any  more  than 
her  brother,  should  engage  in  any  vocation  or  appear  in  any  situation 
to  which  her  nature  and  abilities  are  not  fitted.  But  we  ask  for  her, 
as  for  man,  equality  before  the  law,  and  freedom  to  oxoroiso  all  her 
powers  and  faonltles  under  the  direetion  of  her  own  Judgment  and 
volition. 

When  a  woman  diop,  leaving  bi'hind  her  a  liusband  and  children,  no 
appraisers  come  into  the  desolated  homo  to  examine  the  effects;  the 
father  is  the  guardian  of  his  offspring;  the  family  relation  is  not  invaded 
by  law.  Bat  when  a  man  dies  the  ease  is  entir^  dlflbrent;  in  the  hoar 
of  the  widow's  deep  distress  strangers  oome  into  the  hoase  to  take  an 
inventory  of  the  effects,  strangers  Me  appointed  to  be  the  guardians  of 
her  children,  and  she,  their  natural  care-taker,  thenceforth  has  no  legal 
direction  of  their  interests;  strangers  decide  upon  the  propriety  of  the 
sale  of  the  property^eamed,  perhaps,  by  her  own  and  her  husband's 
mntnal  efforts— and  her  interest  in  the  estate  is  oooUy  designated  as  the 
**  widow's  incumbrance! "  In  the  extremity  of  her  beroavoniont  there  is 
piled  upon  lier,  not  only  the  dread  of  separation  from  her  children,  but 
that  of  being  sent  homeless  from  the  spot  where  every  object  has  been 
consecrated  by  her  tenderest  affections. 

Nor  is  the  praetieal  woiUng  of  this  law  h^ter  than  Its  theory ;  all  over 
the  country  there  are  widows  who  have  been  made  doubly  desolate  by 
Its  provisions— widows  separated  from  their  children,  who,  if  they  had 
had  the  disposal  of  their  own  and  their  husbands'  mutual  propeity, 
might  have  retrieved  their  ci  reams  tan  cos,  and  kept  the  household  baud 
together.  We  ask  for  soeh  ohange  In  pnblie  sentiment  as  shall  prooore 
the  repeal  of  this  oppressive  law. 

We  ask  tluit  woman  shall  have  free  access  to  vocations  of  profit  and 
honor,  the  means  of  earning  a  livelihood  and  independence  for  herself: 
As  a  general  rule,  profitable  employments  are  not  considered  open  to 
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woman,  nor  are  her  business  capabilities  encouraged  and  developed  by 
eystematio  training.  Gloomy  most  be  the  feelings  of  tlie  father  of  a  fam- 
ily of  young  daughten,  when  1m  U  about  to  bid  fuvwell  to  the  wocid,  if 
he  in  leaving  them  withont  the  aeMM  of  peonniMfy  enpport  Their 
brothers  may  go  oat  into  society  and  gain  jmsition  and  competency ;  bat 
for  them  there  is  but  little  choice  of  employment,  and,  too  often,  they 
are  left  with  repressed  and  crippled  energiea  to  pine  and  chafe  under  the 
Utter  aenae  of  poverty  and  depeadenee. 

Their  ponaite  e>»  to  he  determined,  not  by  tlMir  ineiinatfon,  Judg- 
ment, and  abiHIy,  as  are  thoee  of  man,  but  by  the  popular  estimate  of 
what  is  proper  and  becoming.  In  Turkey  public  delicacy  is  outraged  if 
a  woman  appears  unveiled  beyond  the  walls  of  the  harem;  in  America  a 
sentiment  no  less  arbitrary  presumes  to  mark  out  for  her  the  precise 
bonndaiiee  of  womanly  propriety;  and  ahe  who  ventores  to  step  bqrond 
them,  must  do  it  at  the  peril  of  encountering  low  sneers,  eoane  allaaionsy 
and  the  withering  imputation  of  want  of  feminine  delicacy. 

Even  for  the  same  servicLvs  woman  generally  receives  less  than  man. 
The  whole  tendency  of  our  customs,  habits,  and  teaching,  is  to  make  her 
dependent— dependent  in  outward  eireomstanees,  dependent  in  spirit. 

As  a  eonsequenoe  of  her  fewer  reeoorees,  marriage  has  been  to  her  the 
great  means  of  securing  position  in  society.  Thus  it  is  that  this  relation 
— which  should  ever  be  a  "holy  sacmment,"  the  unbiased  and  generous 
election  of  the  free  and  self-sustained  being — too  often  is  d^praded  into 
a  mean  aoeeptaace  of  a  shelter  from  negleot  and  poverty]  We  a«k  that 
woman  shall  be  trained  to  unfold  her  whole  nature;  to  eamroise  all  her 
powers  and  faculties. 

It  is  said  that  the  domestic  circle  is  the  peculiar  province  of  woman ;  that 
"  men  are  what  mothers  make  them."  But  how  can  that  woman  who 
does  not  live  for  self-culture  and  self-development,  who  has  herself  no 
exalted  objeots  in  life.  Imbue  her  ehfldren  with  lofty  aepiratloas,  or  train 
her  sons  to  a  free  and  glorious  manhood  f  She  best  can  fulfill  the  duties 
of  wife  and  mother,  who  is  fitted  for  other  and  varied  usefulness. 

The  being  who  lives  for  one  relation  only  can  not  possess  the  power 
and  scope  which  are  required  for  the  highest  excellence  even  in  that  one. 
If  the  whole  body  is  left  without  ezereise,  one  arm  does  not  beoome 
strong;  if  the  tree  is  stunted  in  its  growth,  one  braneh  does  not  dioot 
into  surpassing  luxuriance. 

That  woman  whose  habits  and  mental  traiiiiiiK  enable  her  to  assist 
and  sustain  her  husband  in  seasons  of  difficulty,  and  whose  children  rely 
on  her  as  a  wise  counselor,  commands  a  lif!»4ong  reverence  liar  deeper 
and  dearer  than  can  be  secured  by  transient  aocompllshments,  or  the 
most  refined  and  delicate  imbecility!  All  women  are  not  wives  and 
mothers,  but  all  have  spirits  needing  development,  powers  that  grow 
with  their  exercise. 

Thoee  who  aie  bert  acquainted  with  the  state  of  society  know  that 
there  Is,  at  this  time,  a  vast  amount  of  unhappiness  among  women  for 
want  of  free  outlets  to  their  powers:  that  thousands  are  yearning  for 
fuller  development,  and  a  wider  fl.  l  1  of  usefulness.  The  same  energies 
which  in  man  find  vent  in  the  professions,  and  in  the  thousand  forms  of 
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business  and  study,  must  find  an  ennobling  channel  in  woman,  el8e  they 
will  be  frittered  away  in  trifles,  or  turned  into  instroments  to  prey  upon 
their  poHMaor. 

To  follow  the  emplj  looncl  of  jbuhion,  to  letatl  goeulp  ud  eeendal,  to 

be  an  ornament  in  the  parlor  or  a  mere  drudge  in  the  kitchen,  to  Uto  U 
an  appendag^e  to  any  human  being,  does  not  fill  up  nor  satisfy  the  capaci- 
ties of  a  soul  awakened  to  a  sense  of  its  true  wants,  and  the  fiar-reaching 
and  mighty  fakteNsta  which  elaster  aioand  tfct  eodetoaee. 

We  pnotest  against  the  ^ycanny  of  that  pnblle  Mntbneiit  whteh  aaelgna 
any  arbitrary  sphere  to  woman.  Ood  has  made  the  happiness  and  de- 
velopment of  His  creatures  to  depend  upon  the  free  exercise  of  their 
powers  and  faculties.  Freedom  is  the  law  of  beauty,  written  by  His 
fingers  upon  the  human  mind,  and  the  only  candition  upon  which  it  can 
attain  to  lis  foU  ttatme,  and  azpaad  in  its  natnral  andbeantlftil  propor- 
tions. 

It  is  recognized,  in  reference  to  man,  that  his  Judgment,  opportunities, 
and  abilities  are  the  proper  measure  of  his  sphere.  "The  tools  to  him 
who  can  use  them."  But  tbe  same  principles  are  not  trusted  in  their 
application  to  woman,  lest,  fonooth,  she  should  lose  her  faminine  char- 
aetsflistios,  and,  like  the  lost  Pleiad,  forsake  her  native  spheral 

It  seems  to  be  forgotten  that  the  laws  of  nature  will  not  be  suppended; 
that  the  human  mind,  wLen  rolonsod  from  pressure,  hko  water,  must 
find  its  own  level ;  that  woman  can  not,  if  she  would,  cast  away  her  nat- 
mrs  and  instincts;  that  it  is  only  when  we  an  left  to  obey  ihe  in- 
ward attraetions  of  onr  bdn^that  we  lUl  into  oar  natual  places,  and 
more  in  our  God-appointed  orbits. 

We  ask  that  none  shall  dare  to  come  in  between  woman  and  hei 
Maker,  and  with  unhallowed  hands  attempt  to  plant  their  shallow  posts 
and  draw  their  flimsy  ootds  around  the  Bea.voB-wIde  sphere  of  an  Im- 
mortal spiiltt  We  maintain  that  Qod  has  not  so  HiUsd  In  His  adapta- 
tions as  to  giTO  powers  to  be  wasted,  talents  to  be  wrapped  in  a  napkin ; 
and  that  the  possession  of  faculties  and  capabilities  is  the  warrant  of 
nature,  the  command  of  the  All-Wise  for  their  culture  and  exercise. 

We  believe  that  the  woman  who  is  obeying  the  convictions  of  her  own 
soal,  and  whose  ability  Is  Cbmmensarate  with  her  employment,  Is  ever 
in  her  own  true  sphere;  whether  in  her  quiet  home  she  is  training  her 
children  to  nobleness  and  virtue,  or  is  standing  as  a  physician  by  the 
bed  of  sickness  and  sorrow;  whether,  with  Elizabeth  Fry,  she  is  preach- 
ing tbe  gospel  of  glad  tidings  to  the  sad  dwellers  in  prison,  or  like  the 
ItaUan,  Laarl  Bassl,  is  flUing  a  profassot^s  chafar  and  ezpoanding  phi- 
losophy to  admiring  and  instnicted  listensss. 

Whili'  wp  demand  for  woman  a  more  complete  physical,  intellectual, 
and  moral  oduodtion,  as  the  means  of  strengthening  and  beautifying  ht.r 
own  nature,  and  of  ennobling  the  whole  race,  we  also  ask  for  a  more 
elevated  stMidard  of  excellence  and  momi  purity  In  man;  and  we  mahi- 
taln  that  if  there  is  any  place  of  resort  or  employment  in  soolety,  which 
necessarily  would  miWj  the  delicacy  of  woman's  spirit,  in  thnt,  iuhji  also 
must  be  contauiiuated  and  degraded.  Woman  indeed  should  wear  about 
her,  wherever  she  moves,  the  protecting  investment  of  inaoceucu  and 
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purity ;  but  not  less  is  it  requisite  that  he,  who  is  the  oooipaBion  of  her 
IUb,  should  guard  his  spiiit  with  the  sanenend  and  beantilU  oo¥«r- 
ing. 

We  believe  that  woman,  as  an  accountable  being,  can  not  innocently 
merge  her  individuality  in  that  of  her  brother,  or  accept  from  him  th«?i 
limitations  of  her  sphere.  In  ail  life's  great  extremities  she  also  is  thrown 
upon  har  iawaxd  MMKNUoeii  and  stands  sJbne.  ICan  oan  not  step  In  be- 
tween her  and  tha  "aoenaing  angel*'  of  bar  own  aonsdanae;  alona  in 
tha  solitude  of  her  spirit  she  must  wrestle  with  her  own  sorrows:  none 
can  walk  for  her  "  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death! "  When  her  broth- 
er shall  be  able  to  settle  for  her  accountabilities,  and  "give  to  Qod  a 
ransom  for  her  soul,''  then,  and  not  till  then,  may  she  rightly  commit  to 
him  tiia  dlraetion  of  bar  powars  and  aotivitias. 

We  ask,  in  fine,  for  the  application  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
OhriHtianity  and  republicanism  to  this,  as  to  nil  other  questions  of  vital 
importance;  and  appealing  to  all  who  desire  the  progression  and  happi- 
ness of  the  whole  race,  we  ask  them,  as  magnanimous  men  and  true 
woman,  to  axamina  this  sabjeat  in  tha  spirit  of  a  ganaroos  and  candid 
invastigatloii. 

Rush  PlumT/Y  said  :  Although  institutions  which  recognize  all  the  ris?hts 
of  all  classes  of  the  people,  and  allow  scope  for  the  growth  and  activity 
of  every  faculty,  must,  iii  their  very  nature,  increase  in  power  and  per- 
manence; yet,  compared  with  tha  duration  of  things,  tha  oldest  nations 
and  tba  bast  founded  goranimants  hava  bad  bnt  an  aphemeral  existence, 
appearing,  matniing,  and  decaying  with  startling  raj^di^  and  endless 
fluooession. 

Ifoform  has  been  exempt  from  this  national  mortality.  Theocracies, 
oilgaroblea,  monarehlas,  despotisms,  republios,  hava  arisan,  flooriahad, 
and  vanished  into  history  or  tradltioo.  So  Inavitabla  does  the  succes- 

give  ruin  appear,  that  we  have  incorporated  into  our  religious  faith  the 
idea  that  limitation,  conflict,  and  decay,  rather  than  expansion,  perma- 
nence, and  i>eace,  are  inherent  in  all  human  governments,  and^  in  despair 
man  postpones  his  hope  of  national,  as  well  as  of  indlvidnal  stabOlty  and 
happinasSf  to  soma  f otnre  existanca. 

For  resolts  so  certain  and  so  universal  among  all  people,  in  every  age, 
there  must  be  some  profound  and  radical  cause  which  religion  and  phi- 
losophy have  not  discovered,  or  for  which  they  have  proposed  no  remedy. 
It  is  not  sufficient  to  say  that  these  are  consequences  of  human  imper- 
fection; thatwa  know;  but  whence  arises  tha  imperfection  f  It  docs 
not  satisfy  us  to  assert  that  they  proceed  from  the  depravity  of  man: 
how  came  ho  depraved  ?  Nor  is  it  more  consolin;?  to  declare  that  all 
human  institutions  must  change  and  perish.  Why  must  they  ?  Human 
institutions,  if  founded  upon  eternal  principles,  become  divine,  and  may 
be  immortal;  It  is  not  tb»  haman,  bnt  tba  Inhuman  institutions  which 
perish ;  not  linniani^,  bnt  Inhumanity  which  flils  the  earth  with  strUa 
and  blood. 

Ko!  therp  is  behind  and  below  all  these  imaginary  causes,  a  real  cause 
for  the  degeneracy  of  the  race.  It  may  be  traced  to  the  long  continued 
disregard  of  tha  laws  of  God  In  rdation  to  woman,  and  tha  retribution 
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is  worked  out  physiologically  upon  the  whole  nature  of  mail,  ftntfthing 
every  tissue  of  his  body  and  every  faoolty  of  his  mind. 

It  to  A  law  of  Ood,  wttQ  uidentood,  that  wfaaneTor  and  tAanrar  anj 
eofnnnmlty  lordbly  depnoiaa  ai^  dan  of  its  people  below  the  geaetal 

level,  it  not  only  injures  and  degrades  that  clafis,  but  is  itself  injured, 
degraded,  and  deranged  in  exact  proportion  to  the  wronf?  it  perpetrates. 
Whenever  we  crowd  any  portion  of  our  fellow-beings  into  an  abyss  of 
ignoranoe  and  awrrttade,  we  an  drawn  imslstibly,  by  their  weight,  to 
the  brink  of  tbe  eame  gal£ 

If  this  be  the  inevitable  result  of  the  oppression  of  an  individual,  or  a 
clas^,  how  much  more  forcibly  must  it  apply  when  one-half  the  world, 
the  '  mothers  of  the  living,"  are  made  subject  to  systematic  deprivation 
of  rights  and  tjrmancNia  reeferiotkm  In  the  exeieise  of  high  and  noble 
facultiee. 

I  do  not  propose  to  detail  the  disabilities  under  which  woman  suffers. 
They  have  been  ably  depicted  by  women  in  thi.'*  meotinpr.  But  I  wish  to 
indicate  the  breadth  and  basis  of  this  reform,  for  the  consideration  of 
those  people  who  suppose  it  to  be  a  fraotlonal  and  transient  movement. 

Whatever  aaffering  or  degradation  woman  to  aubjeoted  to^  by  the  de- 
pieaiioil  <tf  the  whole  sex  below  the  level  of  SOdety,  reacts  with  frightful 
force  upon  man;  who  is  thus  compelled  to  compensate  for  the  cruel  and 
mistaken  policy,  which,  in  all  time,  has  denied  to  her  equal  opportuni- 
ties of  edaoation  and  dereloj^ent^  closed  to  her  those  aTenues  to  proflt 
and  pfogrees  open  to  him,  Ignored  her  in  the  Choreh  and  State  ae  feeble 
and  inferior,  rejected  her  counsels,  and  derided  her  authority  in  the  crea- 
tion of  those  institutions  of  society  to  which  not  only  she,  but  Iut  chil- 
dren are  to  be  subject;  although,  if  there  be  any  induction  more  striking 
than  another  it  is  this,  that  a  child,  who  is  the  offspring  of  the  physical 
union  of  man  end  woman,  oan  only  be  tndy  ednoated  and  nnrtared  by 
inatltations  springing  fnm  the  unity  of  mental  and  moral  elamenta  In  the 

ftitlier  and  mother. 

This  universal  ignoring  of  the  feminine  element  porv'ades  not  only  the 
politics,  but  the  religion  of  every  country  on  earth.  Men  worship,  as 
their  suiweme  God,  only  an  embodiment  of  the  maaoollne  element — 
"  Power,"  whether  in  Jove  or  Jehovah ;  and  evet  in  the  Christian  Trinity 
or  Unity,  the  same  masculine  ideal  is  maintained.  Jesus  did,  indeed, 
recognize  tlie  feminine  element  in  llis  emphatic  declaration  that  "  God 
is  Love,"  but  His  professed  followers  have  "not  so  learned  Him."  for 
they  not  only  deolara  God  to  be  a  triune  maacolinlty,  but  they  have 
driven  woman  from  the  pulpit,  and  would  diapute  with  her  the  plaoe  at 
the  cross  and  the  sepulchre. 

The  religions  of  antiquity  permitted  woman  to  be  a  priestess  at  the 
expense  of  wifehood  and  maternity,  but  our  Christian  Protestantism 
deniee  to  her  the  mlaakm  of  mintoter,  even  with  tiiat  penalty.  It  to  true 
the  Gatholio  Church  does  recognize  women  among  its  divinitiee.  and  it 
might  be  a  curious  and  instructive  inquiry,  how  far  that  Church  owes  its 
perpetuity,  despite  its  gigantic  crimes  and  crushing  despotism,  to  the 
recognition  of  "Mary  the  mother  of  Qod."  In  its  effort  to  perpetuate 
the  aervitnde  of  woman,  aa  In  other  attempta  to  defend  <9preaalon  and 
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fftlMhood,  soeietjr  bM  snbmned  tlie  hamdiiiftidB  of  progress.  Religioo  and 
Seienoe,  to  Jart^jr  ito  vIokedneeB;  the  one  to  prove  inferioiitr  from  her 
orKraniMin,  the  Other  to  add  the  wel^t  of  its  anatfieiiia  agahiet  any  effort 

at  equality. 

But  Nature  vindicates  herself  against  the  first,  by  preseutiug  De  StaCl, 
Margaret  Fmner,  and  others;  and  to  the  eavilling  bigot  it  may  he  said 
that  whoever  deslared  that  *'nian  is  the  head  of  the  woman,"  if  he  de* 

pigTied  to  Justify  the  present  interpretation  of  that  expression,  has  for* 
f'  itod  all  claim  to  tho  apostleship  of  a  religion  whose  highest  merit  it  is 
to  equalize  the  people  by  elevating  the  oppressed.  Bat  Paul  taught  no 
eneh  doetrina. 

The  reralt  of  all  ttiis  etranniaeription  of  woman  has  been  to  enfeeble 

and  misdirect  her  faculties,  to  weaken  the  hiflaenee  of  her  naturenjpon 
society  and  ofpofinlly  upon  her  offspring.  Driven  from  the  thousand 
avenues  to  wealth  and  position  open  to  man,  denied  access  to  the  best 
hietitoti(me  of  learning,  permitted  to  acquire  only  superfioial  aocom- 
pUebmente,  «he  Is  nahersd  into  soeietj  at  an  age  when  her  hrothere  are 
preparing  to  enter  colleges  and  bulls  of  learning  from  which  Hhe  is  ex* 
eluded,  and  thus  undeveloped  ami  comparativrly  helpless,  her  instincts 
vitiated  and  no  freedom  for  her  affinities,  she  is  turned  adrift  to  encoun- 
ter obstacles  for  which  she  is  unprepared,  and  in  the  severe  conflict  to 
barter  her  honor  for  eabiiBtenee;  or  if  die  eaei^  that  honlble  OMitin* 
gency,  to  exchange  her  beantj  or  her  servieee  for  a  matiimonial  estab- 
lishment, and  thus  prepare  to  perpetuate  human  degeneracy. 

There  are  many  exceptions  to  this  statement,  but  the  statement  is  the 
rule.  From  these  unequal  and  discordant  relations,  and  the  feeble  and 
reetristed  inflnenee  of  the  mother,  apring  generationB  of  ehildrMi  who 
are  bom  ecmstftotionally  defective  in  the  feminine  qualities  of  gentle- 
ness, purity,  and  love;  and  the  utter  rejection  of  that  element  in  the 
societary  arrangements  under  which  they  grow  to  manhood,  aggravates 
their  inherited  tendencies,  until  whole  nations  of  warriors  founding  gov- 
ernments of  blood  have  filled  the  earth,  and  war  and  rapine  have  not 
only  become  the  occupation  and  the  pastime  of  man,  but  have  grown 
Intn  his  reliprion  and  become  incarnate  in  tlie  Deities  he  worships. 

It  is  thus  that  the  seeds  of  violence  and  vice  are  sown  with  the  genns 
of  the  generations,  and  they  spring  to  a  frightful  harvest  in  each  suo- 
eeeding  growtii  of  the  raee.  HilUdns  of  hnman  beings  issne  into  life, 
pre-ordained— not  tn  the  theologioal,  but  in  the  physiological  sense — to 
violence  and  crime,  and  they  go  forth  to  make  their  calling  and  election 
sure.  From  these  the  world  recruits  its  armies,  renews  its  tyrants,  refills 
its  slave-pens  and  its  brothels,  populates  its  prisons,  alms-houses,  and 
aqrlnme.  It  Is  In  vain  to  hope  for  other  reeolta  while  woman,  npon  whom, 
as  ''mother of  the  living,"  depends  the  progress  of  man,  is  denied  any 
other  than  a  limited  and  indirect  influence  in  the  fabric  of  society. 

We  may  abolish  slavery,  remove  iutemperance,  banish  war  and  licen- 
tiousness, but  they  will  have  frightful  reproduction  in  the  elemental  dis- 
oord  of  oar  natures;  Ibr  that  wfaieh  is  "in  ns  wiU  be  revealed.*'  Man 
indieatss  his  condition  by  the  institati<ms  lie  ereates;  they  are  the  Issues 
of  the  life  he  lives  at  the  time,  the  outward  sign  of  his  inwaid  state. 
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To  improve  that  Inmurd  oonditian,  and  acMst  at  tbdr  origin  thane 

causes  of  human  degeneraof,  is  the  object  of  this  reform*  It  proposes, 
as  Iwfore  stated,  not  only  to  cure,  bat  to  prevent  the  diseases  of  the  body 
politic;  to  place  man  and  woman  in  sucli  natural  and  true  relations  of 
t)qual  and  mutual  development,  and  to  so  sanctify  marriage  that  from 
ih^r  anion  onder  tiie  hl^Mrt  aoi^oeB,  a  legenemte  hamanlty  dMll  not 
only  oeaae  to  be  'violent  and  Tleione,  but  ebaU  outgrow  the  diapooittone 
to  violence  and  vice. 

We  know  that  this  is  a  work  for  whole  p^enerations,  but  as  we  believe 
it  to  be  radical  and  effectual,  it  should  be  at  once  begun.  We  think  the 
tot  great  etep  la  to  elear  ainqr  VtM  rabbieh  of  agee  from  the  pathway  of 
woman,  to  abolieh  the  oneroos  restrictions  which  environ  her  in  every 
direction,  to  open  to  her  the  temples  of  religion,  the  halls  of  Hcienfe 
and  of  art,  and  the  marts  of  commerce,  affording  her  the  same  oppor- 
tunity for  education  and  occupation  now  enjoyed  by  man;  no  longer,  by 
oorrupt  pubHo  eentlmeDt  and  partial  legislation,  to  limit  her  to  a  fern  and 
poorly  paid  parenits  to  obtain  enbrfitenee  and  thne  Ineieaee  her  depend- 
■enco  upon  the  charity  of  man,  nor  to  deny  her  admission  to  any  institu- 
tion of  learning,  whose  richly  endowed  professorships  and  vast  advan- 
tages she  by  her  labor  has  contributed  to  create,  only  to  see  them  mo- 
nopolized by  man.  I  know  that  In  anewer  to  this  It  Is  mged  tbat  she 
has  organic  limits  Intelleotaally  wbieh.  deny  to  her  enob  attainmaits. 
It  is  sulDoient  to  reply,  that  under  all  the  disabilities  to  wbieh  die  Is 
anbjeot,  her  sex  has  prodnoed  ]>e  StaSl  and  Margaret  Fuller. 

Letters  were  reed  from  Hazy  Hott,  of  Aabnro,  De  Kalb  Oonnt j, 
Induma;  Paulina  Wright  Davis,  Br.  Elisabeth  Blackwell,  William 
jmd  fSxej  Johnson,  and  a  series  of  resolutions  passed.*  Oliver 
Johnson  took  an  active  part  in  the  diecnseions,  and  at  the  c  l(*se  of 
the  Oonyentioo,  movied  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Mends  who 
had  come  from  a  distuice,  and  contributed  bo  much  to  the  Booeees  of 
the  meeting.    The  Convention  then  adjourned  aiiw  die. 

In  1849,  TJif'hard  H.  Dana,  of  Bos^ton,  well  known  as  a  man  of 
rare  literary  culture,  delivered  a  lecture  on  wonianhood  throughout 
the  country.  He  ridiculed  the  new  demaiRl  of  American  women 
ftir  civil  and  political  rights,  and  for  a  larger  sphere  of  action,  and 
iHilogizcd  Shakespciire's  women,  especially  Desdemona,  Oj)helia, 
and  Juliet,  and  recoimueuded  them  to  his  dissatisfied  countrywomen 
as  models  of  innocence,  tenderness,  and  confiding  love  in  man,  for 
their  stndy  and  inutation. 

He  gave  this  lectare  in  Philadelphia,  and  Laeretia  Mott  was  in 
the  andience.  At  the  dose  she  asked  an  introdnctbn,  sod  told  him 
that  while  she  had  been  mnch  interested  in  his  lecture,  and  profited 
by  the  information  it  contained,  she  could  not  respond  to  his  idea 


*  See  Ajtpendlz. 
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of  wonum'B  trae  ehftracter  and  destiiij.  I  am  very  Bony,"  he  re- 
plied quickly,  at  the  first  word  of  entidsm,  and  nuhed  out  of  the 
hoiiae^  leaying  Mrs.  3Cott,  who  had  hoped  to  modify  his  TieiWB,  some, 
what  transfixed  with  Burprise.  In  desc'ribing  the.  Boene  to  some 
friends  afterward,  she  remarked  that  she  had  never  been  treated 
with  more  rudeness  by  one  supposed  to  understand  the  rules  of 
etiquette  that  should  always  govern  the  behavior  of  a  gentleman. 

Soon  after  this,  slic  delivered  the  following  discourse  in  the  As- 
Bcnibly  lniilfliii<^'s  in  riiiladelphia.  After  giving  the  Bible  view  of 
woman's  position  as  an  equal, 

LuGBsm  Mon  said:  I  have  not  eome  here  with  *  visw  of  answering 

anj  particalar  parts  of  ^e  leetnie  alloded  to,  in^uder  to  point  oat  the 

fallacy  of  its  rcftsonincr.  Tho  speaker,  however,  did  not  profess  to  offer 
anything  like  argumtnt  on  that  occaeion,  but  rather  a  sentiment.  I 
have  no  prepared  address  to  deliver  to  you,  being  anaocustomed  to 
speak  in  that  way;  bat  I  Iblt  •  wish  to  olllsr  some  Tiews  for  your  oon- 
rfdentlioa,  thoogh  in  a  desoltory  manner,  whlsh  may  lead  to  sash  retflee- 
tion  and  discussion  as  will  present  the  subject  in  a  true  light 

Why  should  not  vroman  seek  to  be  a  reformer?  If  Bh<»  is  to  shrink 
from  being  such  an  iconoclast  as  shall  "  break  the  image  of  man'ti  lower 
worship,"  aa  so  long  held  up  to  ^w;  if  die  is  to  fear  to  exereisa  her 
reason,  and  tier  noblest  powers,  lest  she  should  be  tihoo^t  to  attempt 
to  act  the  man,'*  and  not  *'aeknowledge  his  supremacy";  if  she  is  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  narrow  sphere  assigned  her  by  man,  nor  aspire  to  a 
higher,  lest  she  should  transcend  the  bounds  of  female  delicacy;  truly 
it  is  a  moamful  prospeot  ibr  woman.  We  would  adoiit  all  the  difllarMiee, 
tliat  oor  gnat  and  benefloent  Oreator  has  made,  in  the  relation  of  man 
and  woman,  nor  would  we  seek  to  disturb  this  relation;  but  we  deny 
that  the  present  position  of  woman  is  her  true  sphere  of  usoftihiefj^;  nor 
will  she  attain  to  this  sphere,  until  the  disabilities  and  disadvautagen, 
religious,  civil,  and  social,  which  impede  her  progress,  are  remoTed  ont 
of  her  way.  These  restrietions  bave  enervated  her  mind  and  parslyaed 
her  powers.  WUIe  man  assumes  that  the  present  is  the  original  state 
designed  for  woman,  that  the  existing  "  differences  are  not  arbitrary  nor 
the  result  of  accident,"  but  grounded  iu  nature;  she  will  not  make  the 
necessary  effort  to  obtain  her  just  rights,  lest  it  shoold  subject  ber  to 
the  kind  of  scorn  and  eontemptoons  manner  in  wbieh  she  has  been 
spoken  of. 

80  far  from  her  "ambition  leading  her  to  attempt  to  act  the  man."  she 
needs  all  tho  encouragement  she  can  receive,  by  the  removal  of  obstacles 
from  her  path,  in  order  that  she  may  become  the  **  true  woman."  it 
.  ia  desirable  13iat  man  sbonld  act  a  manlf  and  generoos  part»  not  "manp 
nlsh,*'  so  let  woman  be  urged  to  exercise  a  dignified  and  womanly  bearing, 
not  womanish.  Let  her  cultivate  all  the  graces  and  proper  accompUsb- 
meiits  of  her  sex,  but  let  not  tbese  degenerate  into  a  kind  of  effemi- 
nacy, in  which  she  is  satisfied  to  be  the  mere  plaything  or  toy  of  so- 
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riety,  content  with  her  outward  adorniugb,  and  the  flattery  and  foltiome 
adulation  too  ofton  addressed  to  her. 

Did  EUnbeth  Ay  lose  any-  of  hw  ftnniniike  qualitlM  by  fhe  pnblie  walk 
into  which  she  was  called  ?  Having  performed  the  datiea  of  »  mother  to 
a  lavge  lamily,  feeling  that  she  owed  a  labor  of  love  to  the  poor  prisoner, 
Bbe  was  empowered  by  Mim  who  sent  her  forth,  to  go  to  kingn  and 
crowned  heads  of  the  earth,  and  ask  audience  of  these,  and  it  was  granted 
her.  Did  she  loee  the  delioaey  irf  woman  by  her  aete  f  Ka  Hw  retir- 
ing modesty  was  characteristic  of  her  to  the  lateet  period  of  her  life.  It 
was  my  privilepre  to  pnjny  her  society  some  years  ago,  and  I  found  all 
that  belonged  to  the  feminine  in  woman — to  true  nobility,  in  a  refined 
tmd  purified  moral  nature.  Is  Dorothea  Dix  throwing  off  her  womanly 
natare  and  appeataaee  in  the  ooorse  ehe  is  piimiiing  ?  In  finding  duties 
abroad,  has  any  "  refined  man  felt  that  something  of  beauty  has  gone 
forth  from  her  "  ?  To  use  the  contemptuous  word  applied  in  the  lecture 
alluded  to,  is  she  becoming  "mannish"?  Is  she  comproniising  lior 
womanly  dignity  in  going  forth  to  seek  to  better  the  condition  of  the  in- 
sane and  allUeted  ?  Tm  not  a  beaatifal  mind  and  a  retiring  modesty  stilt 
conspicuous  in  her  ? 

Indeed.  I  would  ask,  if  this  modesty  is  not  attractive  also,  wlien  man- 
ifested in  the  other  sex  ?  It  was  strikingly  marked  in  Horace  Mann,  when 
presiding  over  the  late  National  Educational  Convention  in  this  city. 
The  retiring  modesty  of  William  BUery  Channfng  was  beautlftil,  as  well 
as  of  many  othen  who  have  filled  elevated  stations  hi  society.  These 
virtues,  diffi'ring  as  they  may  in  di'jLrree  in  man  and  woman,  are  erf  ttie 
name  nature,  and  call  forth  our  admiration  wherever  manifested. 

The  noble  courage  of  Grace  Darling  is  justly  honored  for  risking  her 
own  Ufe  on  the  coast  of  England*  daring  the  raging  stonn,  in  order  to 
resene  the  poor,  safllaring,  sfaipwreolced  mariner. 

Woman  was  not  wanting  in  courage  in  the  early  ages.  In  war  and 
bloodshed  this  trait  was  often  displayed.  Grecian  and  Roman  history 
have  lauded  and  honored  her  in  this  charticter.  English  history  records 
her  ooniageons  women  too,  for  unhappily  we  have  little  bat  the  records 
of  war  handed  down  to  as.  Tbe  conrage  tA  Joan  of  Are  was  made  the 
subject  of  a popalarleotnre  not  long  ago  by  one  of  oar  intelligent  citizens< 
But  more  noble,  moral  daring  is  marking  the  female  character  at  the 
present  time,  and  better  worthy  of  imitation.  As  these  characteristics 
come  to  be  apfwedated  in  man  too,  his  warlike  aots  with  all  the  miseries 
and  horrors  of  the  battle-ground  wlOQ  sink  into  their  merited  oblivion,  or 
be  remembered  only  to  be  condemned.  The  heroism  displayed  in  the 
tented  field  must  yield  to  the  moral  and  Christian  heroism  which  is  shad- 
owed in  the  signs  of  our  times. 

The  lecturer  regarded  the  announcement  of  woman's  achievements, 
and  the  oflR»ring  of  appropriate  praise  tbroagh  the  press,  as  a  gross  inno- 
Yation  upon  the  obscurity  of  female  HiiB — he  oomplained  that  the  exhibi- 
tion of  attainments  of  girls  in  schools  was  now  equal  to  that  of  boys,  and 
the  newspapers  announce  that  *'Miss  Brown  received  the  first  prize  for 
English  grammar, etc.  If  he  objected  to  so  much  excitement  of  emulation 
in  schools^  it  woald  be  well;  for  the  most  enlightened  teaehers  dlscoan- 
24 
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tenanoe  these  appeals  to  love  of  appiol>a<loii  and  eelf-eateem.   But  while 

]))  i/.  s  continue  to  be  awarded,  can  any  good  reason  be  given  why  the  name 
of  the  K'rl  should  not  bo  pubJisbed  aa  well  as  that  of  the  boy  ?  He  spoke 
witli  .xorn.  that  "wo  hear  of  Mrs,  President  so  an<l  .^o;  anii  c-oinuiittees 
and  buurutaries  of  the  same  sex.''  But  iX  women  t5an  conduct  their  own 
biidoeae,  by  meani  of  preddente  and  seeretaiiea  of  their  own  aez,  oan  he 
tell  ne  why  they  should  not  ?  They  will  nerer  make  mneh  pvogiem  in  any 
nioful  movement  while  they  depend  upon  men  to  act  for  them.  Do  we 
i^hrink  trotn  reading  the  anuounceinont  that  Mr?.  Soniervillo  is  made  an 
honorary  member  of  a  scientific  a.i.sociation  i  That  Miss  Herschel  has 
made  some  dieooTeriea,  and  is  prepared  to  take  her  equal  part  in  seienee  t 
Or  that  Mifls  lOtchell,  of  Kantneket,  has  lately  diaooTeced  a  planet,  long 
looked  for  ?  I  can  not  conceive  why  "honor  to  whom  honor  ia  doe" 
should  not  be  r«?ndfired  to  woman  as  well  as  man;  nor  will  it  nect^s^arily 
exalt  her,  or  foster  feminine  pride.  This  propensity  is  found  ahke  in 
male  and  female,  and  it  should  not  be  minlatered  to  improperly  in  either 
aez. 

In  treating  upon  the  affections,  tiie  lecturer  held  out  the  idea  that  as 
manifestod  in  th»'  s»vv*'^  they  \vf<r<»  opposite  if  not  somewhat  atitatronistio, 
and  required  a  union  as  in  chemistry  to  form  a  perfect  whole.  The  simile 
appeared  to  me  <ur  from  a  eoitoet  illastration  of  the  true  union.  Minds  tliat 
ean  aaelmUate,  a^rlta  that  are  eongenlal,  attmct  one  another.  It  ia  the 
union  <  >f  similar,  not  of  opposite  affeotiona,  whieh  is  neceeearyfor  the 
perfection  of  the  marriage  bond.  Tliere  seemed  a  want  of  proper  delioa> 
cy  in  his  representing  man  as  being  bold  in  the  demonstration  of  the 
pure  affection  of  love.  In  persons  of  reflnement,  true  love  seelu  conofal- 
ment  in  man  aa  well  aa  in  woman.  I  will  not  enlarge  nptm  the  aubjeot, 
although  it  formed  so  great  a  part  of  his  lecture.  Theoontrast  drawn 
seemed  a  fallapy.  ns  has  much,  very  mneh,  that  has  been  praaented  in  the 
sickly  8entimenttd  .strains  of  the  poet  from  age  to  age. 

The  question  is  often  asked,  "  What  does  woman  want,  more  ihau  she 
enjoys?  What  iaaheaeeking  to  obtain  f  Of  what  rights  iaahe  deprived  t 
What  privileges  are  withheld  from  her  ? "  I  answer,  sh.>  asks  nothing  as 
fkvor.  but  as  right;  she  wants  to  be  acknowledged  a  moral,  responsible 
being.  She  is  seeking  not  to  be  governed  by  laws  in  the  making  of  which 
she  has  no  voice.  She  is  deprived  of  almost  every  riglit  in  civil  society, 
and  la  a  eipher  In  the  nation,  eaeept  In  the  rlfl^t  of  preaenting  a  petition. 
In  religiona  aooiety  her  diaabilitieB  have  greatly  retarded  her  progress. 
Her  exclusion  from  the  pulpit  or  ministry,  her  duties  marked  ont  for 
lier  by  her  equal  brother  man,  subject  to  creeds,  rules,  and  disciplines 
made  for  her  by  him,  is  unworthy  her  true  dignity. 

In  marriage  there  ia  aaattmedanperiorityon  the  part  of  thehuabandf  and 
admitted  inferiority  with  a  promiae  iA  olsedience  on  the  part  of  the  wife. 
This  subject  calls  loudly  for  examination  in  order  that  the  wrong  may  be 
redressed,  rnstoms  suited  to  darker  ages  in  Eastern  countries  are  not 
binding  upon  enlightened  society.  The  solemn  covenant  of  marriage 
may  be  entered  into  without  these  lordly  aaanmptlona  and  hnmiliating 
oomseaalona  and  promiaea. 

There  are  large  Chriatian  denominations  who  do  not  reoognize  snob 
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degrading  relations  of  husband  and  wife.  They  ask  no  aid  from  magis- 
trate  or  t-lorj^yman  to  IoktvIIzo  or  sanctify  this  union.  But  acknowledg- 
ing tiiemselves  iu  the  prusuucu  of  the  Highest  and  iuyokiug  Uis  lUMUtauoe, 
they  oome  itnder  ndj^ooftl  oUigatioiw  of  fidelity  and  aflBBotion,  before 
BQltable  witneflfles.  Bxperienoe  and  obsenratioii  go  to  prove  that 
there  may  be  as  much  harmony,  to  say  the  least,  in  such  a  union,  and 
as  great  purity  and  pormanonoe  of  affeotion,  as  can  exist  where  the 
common  ceremony  is  observed. 

The  ^slinetiTe  r^itfona  of  liiuibaiid  and  wife,  of  fnther  and  mother  of 
a  ftunUy.  are  saeredly  prseerred,  without  tiie  aeeamption  of  aothority  on 
the  one  part*  or  the  promise  of  obedience  on  th*-  otlier.  There  is  nothing 
in  such  a  marriage  degrading  to  woman.  She  does  not  compromise  her 
dignity  or  .self-rK^pect;  but  enters  married  life  upon  equal  ground,  by  the 
side  of  her  hubband.  13y  proper  edaoation,  she  nnderstanda  her  dntiee, 
phyeleal,  intelleotoal,  and  moral;  and  ftaHUUng  these,  she  is  a  helpmeet 
in  the  true  sense  of  the  word. 

I  tread  upon  delicate  ground  in  alluding  to  the  institutions  of  religious 
a.Sf<ociations;  but  the  subject  is  of  so  much  importance  that  all  which 
relates  to  the  position  of  woman  should  be  examined  apart  from  the  uu- 
dae  veneration  whioh  anelent  osage  reeeives. 

"Sucb  dupeft  are  men  to  cottom,  and  ao  prone 
To  rererBDOe  what  la  ancient,  and  can  plead 

A  C(•u^^e  of  King  Dbs^tTVaiit-i;  for  it«  use, 

That  eren  aerWtadc,  the  worat  of  iUa, 
Beeanaa  ddlvered  down  finim  alrt  to  son. 
Is  kept  and  guarded  m  a  sacred  tUiH(." 

So  with  woman.  She  liati  .so  long  been  subject  to  the  Uimibilities  and 
restrfetions  with  which  her  progress  liae  been  embarrasaed,  that  die  has 
become  enervated,  her  mind  to  eome  extent  paralysed;  and  like  thora 

i^till  more  degraded  by  personal  bondage,  she  hugs  her  chains.  Liberty 
is  often  presented  in  its  true  light,  but  it  is  liberty  for  man.  1  would 
not  go  so  far,  either  as  regards  the  abject  slave  or  woman ;  for  in  both 
oases  th^  may  be  so  degraded  by  the  erasbing  inflnenoes  around  them, 
that  they  may  not  be  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  ftreedom.  Liberty  is 
not  less  a  blessing,  because  oppression  has  so  long  darkened  the  mind 
that  it  can  not  appreciate  it.  I  would,  therefore,  urge  that  woman  be 
placed  in  such  a  situation  in  society,  by  the  recognition  of  her  rights, 
and  have  saeh  opportunities  for  growth  and  development,  as  shall  raise 
her  fnm  tliis  low,  enervated,  and  paralysed  eonditSmi,  to  a  ftall  appreelaF* 
tion  of  the  blessing  of  entire  freedom  of  mind. 

It  is  with  rt'lurtance  that  I  ninko  the  demand  for  the  political  rights  of 
women,  because  this  claim  is  so  di.'  tasteful  to  the  age.  Woman  shrinks,  in 
the  present  state  of  society,  from  taking  any  interest  in  politics.  The  events 
of  tbe  Rren<di  Bevolntion,  and  the  claim  for  woman's  rights,  are  hdd  up  to 
her  as  a  warning.  Let  us  not  look  at  the  excesses  of  women  alone,  at  that  pe- 
riod ;  but  reiiuMiiber  that  the  age  wajj  marked  with  extravagances  and  wick 
«dnes8  in  men  as  well  as  women.  Political  life  abounds  with  these  ex- 
cesses and  with  shameful  outrage.  Who  knows  but  that  if  woman  acted  lier 
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purt  in  govenunental  affidn,  there  might  be  w  entire  cbnnge  In  the  tonnoil  of 
poKtieal  Hib  f  It  bnoomea  mn  to  speak  modeetly  of  hie  nUUty  to  not  without  her. 

If  woman's  judgment  were  exercised,  why  might  she  not  aid  in  making  the  laws 
by  which  she  is  governed  ?  Lord  Brougham  remarked  that  (he  works  of  Har- 
riet Hartineau  upon  Political  Economy  were  not  excelled  by  those  of  any  po- 
litioal  writer  of  the  preaent  time.  The  llret  ftm  ebapten  of  faer  **6od^  In 
Amerien,"  her  TieiWB  of  n  Republle,  and  of  government  generally,  Ihmiah  eyi* 
dence  of  woman^s  capacity  to  embrace  subjects  of  univcrpal  interest. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  encourage  women  to  vote,  or  to  take  an  active  part  in 
poiitica  in  the  present  state  of  oar  government.  Her  right  to  the  electiTO 
ftandiiae,  however,  la  the  aame,  and  ehonid  be  yielded  to  her,  whether  ahe  ez- 
erdae  diat  right  or  not  Would  that  man,  too,  wonid  have  no  participati<m  in 
a  government  recognizing  the  life-tuking  principle  ;  retaliation  and  the  sword. 
It  is  unworthy  a  Christian  nation.  But  when  in  the  diffusion  of  light  and  in- 
telligence a  Convention  shall  be  called  to  make  regulations  for  self-government 
on  Christian  principlee*  I  ean  aee  no  good  reaaon  why  women  ahonid  not  par- 
tidpate  in  such  an  aasemblage,  taking  part  equally  wttii  man. 

Professor  Walker,  of  Cincinnati,  in  his  "Introduction  to  American  Law," 
says:  "With  regard  to  political  rights,  females  form  a  jMJsitive  exception  to 
the  general  doctrine  of  equality.  They  have  no  part  or  lot  in  the  formation  or 
adn^niatratlon  of  government  Thqr  cannot  Tote  or  hold  oflloe.  We  require 
them  to  contribute  their  share  in  the  way  of  taxes  to  the  support  of  govern- 
ment, but  allow  them  no  voicp  in  its  direction.  "We  hold  them  nmenablp  to 
the  laws  when  made,  but  allow  them  no  share  in  making  them.  This  lunLruage 
applied  to  males  would  be  the  exact  definition  of  political  slavery  ;  applied  to 
females  eu8t<wi  doee  not  teach  ua  ao  to  regard  it."  Woman,  liowever,  is  begin- 
ning ao  to  regard  it 

He  further  says:  "The  law  of  husband  and  wife,  as  you  gather  it  from  the 
books,  is  a  disgrace  to  any  civilizt-d  nation.  The  theory  of  the  law  degrades 
the  wife  almost  to  the  level  of  slave-:.  When  a  woman  marries,  we  call  her 
condition  coverture,  and  speak  of  her  sa  a  fmme  covert.  The  old  writers  call 

the  husband  baron,  and  sometimes  in  plain  ]&iglish,  lord  The  meiging 

of  her  name  in  that  of  her  husband  is  emblematic  of  the  fate  of  all  her  legal 
rights.  The  torch  of  Hymen  serves  but  to  light  the  pile  on  which  these  riirlits 
are  offered  up.  The  legal  theory  is,  that  marriage  makes  the  husband  and  wife 
one  person,  and  that  person  is  the  husband.  On  this  snlvject,  reform  Is  loudly 
called  for.  There  is  no  fimndation  In  resaon  or  expediency  for  the  ahaolute 
and  slavish  subjection  of  the  wife  to  the  husband,  which  forms  the  foundation 
of  the  present  legal  relations.  Were  woman,  in  pi^nt  of  fact,  the  fibiect  fViin<; 
which  the  law  in  theory  considers  her  to  be  when  married,  she  would  not  be 
worthy  the  companionship  of  man." 

I  would  ask  if  sncih  a  code  of  lawa  does  not  require  change  t  If  aucb  a  con- 
dition  of  the  wife  in  society  does  not  claim  redress?  On  no  good  ground  can 
reform  be  delayed.  Blackstone  says:  "The  very  I>eing  and  legal  existence  of 
woman  is  suspended  during  marriage;  incorporated  or  consolidated  into  that 
of  her  hnahand  nnder  whose  protection  and  cover  ahe  perfiwma  everything.  ' 
Hnrlbnt,  In  hia  Bsaay  upon  Human  Ittghta,  says:  **The  laws  touching  the 
rights  of  women  arc  at  variance  with  the  laws  of  the  Creator.  Rights  are 
human  rights,  and  pertain  to  human  beings  without  distinction  of  sex.  Lawa 
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ahonid  not  be  nuide  Ibr  man  or  Ibr  womaii,  bnt  fat  maaUod.  Mao  waa  not 
bora  to  oommand,  nor  iraaian  to  obef  Tba  law  of  l^anoa»  Spain,  and 

Holland,  and  one  of  our  own  States,  Louisiana,  reoogoisee  the  wife's  right  to 

propertj',  more  than  the  common  law  of  England  The  lawa  depriving 

woonan  of  the  right  of  property  are  handed  down  to  us  from  dark  and  feudal 
timea,  and  are  not  csoodatent  with  tbe  wiaer,  better,  purer  spirit  of  the  age. 
The  wift  ia  a  mero  peoaioner  on  the  bounty  of  her  bnaband.  Her  loet  righta 
are  appropriated  to  himself.  But  justice  and  benevolence  are  abroad  in  our 
land  awakening  the  spirit  of  inquiry  and  innovation;  and  the  Gothic  fabric 
of  tbe  British  law  will  tall  before  it,  sare  where  it  ia  based  upon  the  foundation 
of  traHi  and  jaatioa.** 

Kay  tbcM  itatenaafta  lead  yoa  to  leHect  apoa  Ihia  anlject,  that  you  may 
know  what  wooMn's  condition  is  in  society,  what  her  restrictions  are,  and  seek 
to  remove  them.  In  how  many  cases  in  our  country  tlie  hu«»band  and  wife 
begin  life  together,  and  by  equal  indostry  and  united  effort  accumulate  to 
themaalraa  a  comiSnrtable  home.  In  tbe  orent  of  the  death  of  the  wift  Ui« 
honaehold  ramalna  nndlatarbed,  hia  flam  or  hla  wockahop  ia  not  broken  np  or 
in  any  way  molested.  But  when  the  husband  dies  he  either  gives  his  wife  a 
portion  of  their  joint  accumulation,  or  the  law  apportions  to  her  a  share;  the 
homestead  is  broken  up,  and  she  is  dlposseased  of  that  which  she  earned 
equally  with  bim;  for  what  ahe  hwked  in  physical  strength  the  made  up  in 
oonstaoG^  of  labor  and  toil,  day  and  ereolng.  The  aona  ttien  eoming  into  poa- 
aeaaioo  of  the  property,  as  has  been  the  cnstom  uitil  of  later  time,  speak  of 
having  to  keep  their  mother,  when  she  in  reality  is  aiding  to  keep  them. 
Where  is  the  justice  of  this  state  of  things  I  Tbe  change  in  the  law  of  this 
State  and  of  K«w  York  in  refaition  to  the  property  of  tho  wiih,  goea  to  a  Umil- 
cd  extent  toward  the  redraaa  of  theae  wronga  which  are  fa  more  exteoalTe  and 
involve  much  more  than  I  have  time  this  evening  to  point  out 

On  no  good  ground  can  the  legal  existence  of  the  wife  be  suspended  during 
marriage,  and  her  property  surrendered  to  her  husband.  In  the  intelligent 
ranks  of  aodety  the  with  may  not  in  point  of  Awt  he  ao  degraded  as  the  law 
would  degrade  her;  becanao  pnblfo  aeatlment  la  above  the  law.  SUlIi  while 
the  law  stands,  she  is  liable  to  the  disabilities  which  it  imposes.  Ampng  the 
ignorant  claases  of  society,  woman  is  made  to  bear  heavy  Viiirden!*,  and  is  de- 
graded almost  to  the  level  of  the  slave.  There  are  many  instances  now  in  our 
city,  where  the  wife  aoffers  much  ftom  the  power  of  the  husband  to  claim  all 
that  ahe  can  eara  with  her  own  handa.  my  interoouise  with  the  poorer 
class  of  people,  I  have  known  cusea  of  extreme  cruelty  from  the  hardearninga 
of  the  wife  being  thus  robbed  by  tlie  husband,  and  no  redress  at  law. 

An  article  in  one  of  the  daily  papers  lately  presented  the  condition  of 
needle -women  in  England.  There  might  be  a  presentation  of  this  class 
in  onr  own  coantry  wliioh  woold  make  the  heart  bleed.  PahUe  attention  ahonid 
be  turned  to  thia  aoljeet  in  order  that  avenues  of  iDoro  profitable  employment 

may  be  opened  to  women.  Tlicre  are  many  kinds  of  business  which  women, 
equally  with  men.  may  follow  with  respectability  and  success.  Their  talints 
and  energies  should  be  called  forth,  and  their  powers  brought  into  the  high- 
eat  ezerelae.  The  eflbrts  of  women  in  Franco  are  aometimea  pointed  to  In  rld- 
ieale  and  aarcasm,  bnt  depend  upon  it,  the  opening  of  pmfitable  employment 
to  women  in  that  coantry  ia  doing  moch  for  the  enfranchisement  of  tbe  lez. 
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In  England  and  America  it  is  not  an  tmoommoo  thing  for  a  wife  to  take  np  the 

b«<inr«?9  of  her  deceased  Inishand  and  carry  it  on  with  success. 

Our  respected  British  Congul  stated  to  me  a  citTiimHtance  which  occutrerl 
some  }'eani  ago,  of  an  editor  of  a  political  paper  having  died  in  England ;  it 
was  propoaed  to  Ms  wife,  an  able  writer,  to  take  the  editorial  chair.  She  ac- 
cepted. Thi;  patronage  of  the  pa^K-r  was  greattj  increased,  and  she  a  short  time 
since  retired  from  her  labors  with  a  handsom**  fortune.  In  that  cfinnfry,  how* 
ever,  the  opportunities  are  by  no  means  general  lor  woman's  elevation. 

In  visiting  the  public  schooi  in  London  a  few  years  since,  I  noticed  that  the 
boys  were  employed  in  linear  drawing,  and  isstrncted  upon  the  black-board  in 
the  higher  branches  of  arithmetic  and  mathematics;  while  the  girls,  after  a 
short  exercise  in  the  more  elements  of  arithmetir.  were  seatefl  during  the  bright 
hours  of  the  morning,  stitching  wristbands.  1  a.sked  why  there  siliould  be  this 
difference  made ;  why  the  girls  too  should  not  have  the  bhick-board  ?  1  he  an- 
swer was,  tliat  they  would  not  probably  fill  any  atation  in  society  requiring 
such  knowledL^e. 

The  demand  for  a  more  extended  education  will  nt^t  cease  until  girls  and 
boys  have  equal  instruction  in  all  the  departments  of  usetul  knowledge.  Wo 
have  as  yet  no  high-school  in  this  State.  The  normal  school  may  be  a  prepara- 
tion for  mob  an  establiahment.  fn  the  late  convention  for  general  edncation,  it 
was  cheering  to  hear  the  testimony  borne  to  woman's  capabilities  for  head 
teachers  of  the  public  school?.  .\  re  olution  there  offered  tor  equal  salariei^  to 
male  and  female  teachers  when  equally  qualified,  as  practiced  in  Louisiana,  I 
regret  to  say,  was  checked  in  its  passage  by  Bishop  Potter;  by  him  who  has 
done  so  mndi  tot  the  eocooragement  of  edneation,  and  who  gate  Ids  countenance 
and  influence  to  that  Oonvention.  Still,  the  feet  of  such  a  rssolntira  being  of- 
fers i,  nucrur«  u  time  coming  for  woman  which  she  may  well  hail.  At  the 
e.\:iiiiinatioii  of  the  public  8cho<»]s  in  this  city,  one  of  the  alumni  delivered  an 
address  on  NS'uman,  not  as  is  ioo  common  in  eulogistic  strains,  but  directing 
the  attentlmi  to  the  injustice  done  to  woman  in  her  position  In  society  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  the  unequal  wages  she  receives  for  her  oonstant  toll,  etc.,  pr^ 
aenting  ficta  calculated  to  arnusf  attention  to  the  subject. 

Women's  property  has  been  taxed  equally  with  that  of  men's  to  sustain  col- 
leges endowed  by  the  i^tates;  but  tJ»ey  have  not  been  permitted  to  enter  those 
high  seminaries  of  learning.  Within  a  few  years,  however,  some  co11q;es  have 
been  instituted  where  young  women  are  admitted  upon  nearly  equal  terms  with 
young  men;  and  numbers  are  availing  the!nse1vi-H  of  tlieir  long  denied  rights. 
This  is  amcmg  the  signs  of  the  times,  ind-cative  ol  an  advance  for  women. 
The  book  of  knowledge  is  not  opened  to  her  in  vain.  Already  is  she  aiming  to 
occupy  important  poats  of  honor  and  profft  In  our  comtry.  We  have  three  fe> 
males  editors  in  our  State,  and  Rome  in  other  States  of  the  Union.  Numbers 
are  entering  the  medical  profession;  one  received  a  diploma  last  year;  othera 
are  preparing  for  a  like  result. 

Let  woman  then  goon,  not  a'^kiiig  favors,  but  claiming  as  right,  the  removal  ot 
all  hindrancae  to  her  elevatioa  in  the  scale  of  being ;  let  her  reoeivo  enooorage- 
mcnt  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  all  her  powers,  so  th  it  >1ie  may  enter  profltft- 
bly  into  the  active  business  of  life;  employing  lier  own  hands  in  ministering  to 
her  necessities,  strenrjthening  her  phyf-ir-il  being  by  proper  exercise  and  ob- 
servance of  the  laws  of  healtii.    Let  her  not  be  ambitious  to  display  a  fair  band 
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and  to  protucnade  the  fashionable  streets  of  our  city,  but  ruther,  coveting  ear- 
nestly the  beet  gifts,  let  her  strive  to  oocnpy  such  walks  in  eodety  9»  will  befit 
her  tme  dignity  in  all  the  rdations  of  bfe.  No  fear  tliat  she  will  then  transcend 
the  jiroper  limiti^  of  tViniilc  delicacy.  True  modesty  will  be  as  fully  preserved  in 
acting  out  those  important  vocations,  as  iu  the  mir>ery  or  at  the  finsidc  mini;*- 
tcring  to  man's  self-indulgence.  Then  in  the  marriage  union,  the  independence 
of  tbe  hnilw&d  and  wiib  will  be  eqnal.  liula  dependenee  mntaal,  and  tbdr 
obHgatloiw  redprooaL 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say,  vnth  Nathaniel  P.  Willis :  "  Credit  not  the  old- 
fashioned  abeurdity  that  woman's  is  a  secondary  lot,  ministering  to  the  neces- 
sities of  her  lord  and  master !  It  is  a  liiglier  destiny  I  would  award  yoa.  If 
yoor  iaunortality  is  as  complete,  and  your  gift  of  mind  as  eapable  as  ours  of  in- 
crease and  elevation,  I  would  pat  no  wisdom  of  mine  against  God^  evident  al- 
lotment I  would  charge  you  to  water  tbe  undying  bud,  and  give  it  licalthy 
niltiire,  and  open  its  beauty  to  the  sun;  and  then  you  may  hope  that  whtn 
your  lite  iti  bounil  up  with  another,  yoa  will  go  on  equally  and  in  a  feliowsiiip 
that  shall  pervade  every  eartblj  interest" 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

October  18,  1854,  the  Fifth  National  Convention  was  held  in 
Sansom  Street  Hall,  where  a  huge  audience,  chiefly  of  hidies,  aaaem- 
Ued  at  an  early  hoar. 

At  half-paat  ten  o'doek  Lncretia  Mott  made  her  appeanmoe  on 
the  platform,  accompanied  by  seyeral  ladies  and  gentlemen,  notably 
Lney  Stone  in  Bloomer  coetame.  She  was  the  observed  of  all  ol^ 
•  servers ;  the  neatness  of  her  attire,  and  the  grace  with  which  she 
wore  it,  did  iinu  li  to  commend  it  to  public  approval.  The  press  re- 
marked that  the  otiicers  of  the  Convention  were  all  witlioiit  bonnets, 
and  that  many  ladies  in  the  audience  had  their  knitting-work.  '*  A 
casual  visitor,"  says  The  Bulletin,  "  woidd  have  been  impressed  with 
the  number  and  character  of  this  asftcmbly,  both  among  the  aetore 
and  epectators.  Every  variety  of  age,  sex,  race,  color,  and  costume 
were  here  represented.  Bloomers  were  side  by  side  with  the  mouse- 
colored  gowns  and  white  shawls  of  the  wealthy  Quaker  dames,  and 
genteelly  dressed  ladiea  of  the  latest  Paris  fashion." 

The  honae  was  crowded,  and  on  the  steps  ascending  the  platform 
were  seated  William  Uoyd  Garrison  and  James  Mott,  side  by  side 
with  men  of  the  darkest  hne.  The  colored  people  scattered  through 
the  audience  seemed  quite  at  their  ease,  and  were  evidently  received 
on  grounds  of  perfect  equality,  which  was  the  subject  of  much  com- 
ment by  oatsidersi. 

Mrs.  Frances  D.  Gage,  President  of  the  last  Convention  at  Clev^ 
land,  called  the  assembly  to  order,  and  read 
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THE  CALL. 

In  Moocdance  with  avote  pawed  at  the  Myotwnineiit  of  the  Woman'a  Blgbla 

Conrention  held  in  Cltveland,  Ohio,  in  October.  1853,  the  Fifth  Natiooal 
ConventiDn  will  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  October  18th,  to  continue  three  davfi. 
The  suijjects  for  consideration  will  be  the  Equal  Right  of  Woman  to  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  cdncatioo,  HCeraiy,  adtiitlBe,  arliitie;  to  fidl  equality  in  allbadBflaa 
aToeatiooa,  iodnstrial,  eomroeieial,  pioftMlonal ;  briefly,  all  the  tighta  that  be- 
long to  her  as  a  citisen. 

Thi'j  wide  rancre  of  subjects  for  discussion  can  not  fail  to  awaken  the  atten- 
tion of  all  classes ;  hence  we  invite  all  persons  irrespective  of  sex  or  color  to  lake 
pert  in  the  ddibtntkma  of  die  Conventioo,  and  thus  oontribute  to  the  progresa 
of  truth  and  the  redemption  of  bmnanitj. 

On  behalf  of  the  Central  Committee, 

AKToimm  L.  Bbowh,  BtemkMry. 

Tlie  foUuwiiig  officers  were  ch<»sen  tor  the  CoQvention : 
Presedest. — Ernestine  L.  Rose,  of  New  York. 

Vicb-Pbbsidksts.— Lucretia  Mutt,  l^hiladelphia;  Frances  D.  Gage,  Missouri ; 
Tbonaa  Wcntwortb  Bigginson,  UaaaaebnaettB;  Ifarfthn  C.  Wright,  Neer  Toifc ; 
Thomea  Oarrett,  Delaware;  Hannah  l^aej  Cntler,  IlUnoie;  Robert  Porris; 
Pennsylvania:  John  O.  Wattles,  Ittdtann;  Varenda  B»  Bandall,  Vetmont; 
George  Sunter,  Canada. 

Skcrktaries. — Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Abl>y  Kimber,  Hannah  M.  Darlington. 

BmnnM  Comcnmnw— Imi^  Stone,  WiMeBi  Lloyd  Garrisoo,  Myra  Town- 
•end,  Hary  P.  ^boo,  Sarah  Psgb,  Lydia  Mott,  Mary  Grew. 

PiVAifcR  Cosnmm. — Soaan  B.  Anthony*  Jamea  Hott,  Rnth  Dngdale,  Be- 
beoea  PlumUy. 

Mrs.  Bobs,  on  taking  the  cluur,  8aid : 

There  ia  one  aignment  which  in  my  estimation  is  the  argument  of  arguments, 
why  woman  ahoold  heve  her  rights;  not  on  aoconnt  of  expediency,  not  on  ao- 

coont  of  policy,  though  these  too  show  the  reaaona  why  she  should  hare  her 
rights  ;  but  we  c1:\im— I  for  one  claim,  and  I  presume  all  our  friends  claim— our 
rights  on  the  broad  ground  of  human  rights ;  and  1  for  one  again  will  say,  I 
promise  not  how  we  shall  use  them.  I  will  no  more  promise  how  wo  shall  oae 
oar  rights  than  man  has  promised  bdbre  be  obtained  them,  how  he  wonld  tise 
them.  We  all  know  that  rights  are  often  abused ;  and  above  all  things  have 
human  right?  in  this  country  been  abused,  ftom  the  very  fiuit  that  th^  have 
been  withheld  from  half  of  the  community. 

By  human  rights  we  mean  natural  rights,  and  upon  that  ground  we  claim  our 
rfghta,  and  npon  that  gioand  they  haTo  already  been  oonoeded  by  the  Dectara. 
tion  of  Indepindence,  in  that  first  great  and  immutable  truth  which  is  pro- 
claiiiu  il  in  thtit  instrument.  "  that  all  men  are  created  e<]nal,"  and  that  therefore 
all  are  entith-d  to  "  certain  inalienable  rights,  anioncr  whirh  are  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness.''  Our  claims  are  based  u|«>n  that  great  and  immuta- 
ble truth,  the  rights  of  all  humanity.  For  is  woman  not  {Deluded  in  that 
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phrase,  "all  men  are  created  free  and  equal"?  Is  she  not  iucluded  in  that  ex- 
pression {  Tell  U9,  yo  men  of  the  nation,  ay,  ye  wise  law-makers  and  law- 
breakers of  the  nation,  whether  woman  is  not  included  in  that  great  Declaration 
of  IndepenfleBoet  And  if  she  it,  what  right  has  man  to  deprive  her  <^  her 
natural  and  inalienable  rights  ?  It  is  natural*  it  ie  inherent,  it  la  inborn,  it  is  a 
thing  of  which  no  <>ne  can  justly  deprive  her.  Upon  that  just  and  otcrnul  basis 
do  we  foimd  our  claims  for  oar  rights;  political,  civil,  legal,  social,  religious, 
and  every  other. 

But,  ut  the  outset,  wedaim  onr  eqaal  political  rights  with  man,  not  only  from 
that  portion  of  the  DeeUration  of  Didqaendence,  but  from  another,  equally  wen- 
established  principle  in  thi?  country,  that  "taxation  and  representation  are  in-* 
separable."   Woman,  everybody  knows,  is  taxed;  and  if  she  is  taxed,  she 
ought  to  be  represented. 

I  'M  simply  here  throw  oot  a  statement  of  theM  principles  upon  whidi  onr 
daims  are  baaed;  and  I  trust  eaeh  separate  resotntion  will  be  talnn  up  by  this 
Convention,  fully  canvassed  and  commented  upon,  so  as  to  show  it  not  only  an 
abstract  right,  but  a  rit^ht  which  cnn  be  wisely  made  practical. 

Again,  it  is  acknowledged  in  this  countcy,  and  it  is  eternally  true,  that  '  all 
the  just  powers  of  government  an  derived  from  tiie  eonsent  of  the  governed." 
If  so^  then,  as  woman  is  a  aniijeet  of  gorenunent,  she  ought  to  have  a  voice  in 
enacting  Htm  laws.  If  her  property  Is  taxed  tu  maintain  government,  she  ought 
t'l  hfivo  a  voice  in  forming  that  government.  If  she  has  to  pay  tMXLi  t  >  main- 
tain government,  she  ought  to  have  a  voice  in  saying  how  those  taxes  shall  be 
applied. 

On  these  grounds  we  make  car  efaiims,  on  natural,  humane,  eternal,  and  welW 
reoogniaed  laws  and  principles  of  this  republic  On  these  grounds  we  ask  man 
to  meet  us,  and  meet  us  in  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  in  the  spirit  of  candor  and  hon- 
esty, as  rational  human  beings  ought  to  meet  each  other,  face  to  face,  and 
adduce  arguments,  if  they  can,  to  convince  us  that  we  are  not  included  in  that 
great  Declaration  of  bidependence ;  tiiat  altliongh  it  is  a  right  prindple  that 
taxstlon  and  repreaentatioa  are  inseparable,  yet  woman  ought  to  be  taxed,  and 
ought  not  to  he  represented;  and  that  althnurjh  it  is  an  acknuwledt^ciJ  |>rinciple 
that  all  just  power  of  governinent  is  derived  from  the  consent  of  the  governed, 
yet  woman  should  be  governed  without  her  consent  Let  them  meet  us  fairly 
and  openly ;  let  them  meet  ns  Hke  rational  men,  men  who  appreciate  thdr  own 
freedom,  and  we  will  hear  them.  If  th^  can  convince  us  that  we  are  wrong, . 
we  will  pive  up  our  claims;  but  if  wc  can  convince  them  that  we  are  right  in 
claiming  our  rights,  as  they  are  in  claiming  theirs,  then  we  expect  them  in  a 
spirit  of  candor  and  honesty  to  acknowledge  it. 

Joseph  Dugdale  read  several  letters,  which,  as  usual,  seemed  to  he 
something  of  a  bore  to  the  audience.  When  he  finished,  Lucretia 
Mutt  suggested  that  if  there  wore  any  more  lengthy  epistles  to 
be  read,  it  voiild  be  well  for  the  aecEetaries  to  look  them  over,  and 
omit  all  that  in  their  wisdom  might  not  be  worth  reading. 

Lucy  Stone,  from  the  BnrineaB  Committee,  read  a  aeries  of  resolu- 
tions,^ and  as  some  one  from  the  andienoe  called, "  Louder  I she  re- 

*  8ee  Appendix. 
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mnrkiMl  tliat  if  ladies  would  kcop  their  l)onn«'ts  tied  down  over  tlieir 
ears,  tliev  mut?t  not  ask  others  tn  liiid  liiuijs  of  sufficient  power  to 
penetrate  the  liea\  v  |i:i.->tci)oanl  and  niilliiierv  <tver  them.  Siie  spoke 
brietlj  on  the  re.sohition^.  and  the  steadily  increasing  interest  in  the 
subject  of  woman's  rii^hts. 

Hannah  Tracy  Cutler  gave  a  report  of  Illinoig,  Frances  Dana 
G«ge  of  Miaaonri,  and  Sasan  B.  Andiony  of  New  York. 

Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson,  of  MasaacbusottB,  said  he  had  a 
matter  of  busineea  to  present  Hrs.  Panlina  Wright  Davia  being  - 
too  ill  to  attend  the  Convention,  Mr.  Higginson  read  a  letter  from 
her  Bister,  Maiy  E.  Spaolding,  snggesting  the  eatabUahment  of  a 
newspaper  in  the  dty  of  New  York  as  ^  the  national  oigan  '*  of  the 
Woman's  Bights  movement.  He  doubted  the  wiadom  of  Boch  a 
step,  and  after  setting  forth  the  expense  of  a  rentra!  organ  and  the 
great  danger  of  its  creating  a  achiBm,  he  offered  the  following  reso- 
lations ; 

jBnvIwi,  That  in  the  opanion  of  this  Convention  it  is  not  expedient,  at  pres- 
ent, to  establish  a  newspaper  ae  The  National  Organ  of  the  Woman's  Rights 

Movement. 

liewlted,  That  it  is  expedient  to  appoint  a  Committee  who  shall  provide  for 
the  pregMration  and  pablicadoo,  in  widely  dnmlated  Joomals,  ftcti  and  argu- 
ments rdating  to  the  caose. 

Mrs.  Hon  approved  of  flie  resolnlaons,  and  sud  they  had  arrived  at  a  simi- 
lar ooneinsion  in  the  Byracnse  OoaTcndon ;  she  flilly  concurred  in  the  views  of 

Mr.  Iliirginson. 

Wir.i.T\M  r.T.oTD  Oahbison  replied,  that  if  organization  for  nny  good  cause 
be  right,  it  wa«  right  for  this.  Every  reform  movement  needs  an  organ  of  it« 
own.  And  this  cansa  needs  a  paper  of  the  most  radleal  diaiaeler ;  that  sfaan 
make  no  oompcomiBes  wiA  pillar  prq^adices ;  fSr  above  the  paraljsing  in- 

ilu(  nets  of  Church  and  State. 

Mrs.  iMoTT  Maid  she  did  not  oppose  organization,  hut  was  in  liivur  of  indi- 
vidual freedom  and  responsibility.  I'he  Liberator,  Mr.  Garrison's  paper,  has 
done  fiir  more  good  than  The  AntiSlaeerif  Standard,  the  organ  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  movement. 

Mr.  Gabrisoh  said  T/ie  Libtrator  was  not  simply  an  aati-elavery  paper,  but 
an  advocate  of  general  reform. 

Kemarks  were  niade  on  this  point  by  Eliz^ibeth  Paxton,  Saaan  II. 
Gox,  George  1*.  Davis,  and  George  Snnter,  of  Canada. 

LucT  STom  advocated  the  rcsolndona;  lier  experience  in  the  anti-iilavery 

cau>e  had  taught  her  a  lesson  of  wisdom  for  this  movement.  Wo  are  rich  in 
principle  und  entliUHi!»>-ni.  l>ut  not  in  silver  and  gold,  and  therefore  should 
avoid  taking  on  our  shoulders  a  national  organ.  Widely  circulated  journuib  are 
now  open  to  ns,  in  which  we  can  express  our  opinions  with  freedom  and  with- 
out expense.  There  is  notldng  so  strong  as  individual  purpose  and  fteedom 
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to  carry  it  out.  Tlit  papers  eBtal)15shed  hy  Mrs.  Daris  and  Mrs.  Bloomer  are 
good,  and  she  hupcd  tlic  triends  would  give  generously  to  their  support. 

The  reBohitions  were  unanimously  adopted,  and  Elizabeth  Cady 
Stanton,  of  New  York  ;  Fanhna  Wright  Davis,  of  Rhode  Island  ; 
Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson  and  Lucy  Stone,  of  Ma«eachusettf^ ; 
and  Oliver  Johnson,  of  New  York,  were  appointed  as  the  (Jonimit- 
tee  to  superintend  the  work. 

Lucy  Btoxe  said  she  had  a  new  item  of  business  to  propose.  Slie  knew  that 
those  who  came  to  theee  ConventioDs  went  away  feeling  stronger  and  better. 
She. held  in  her  luuid  •  pamphlet  coataining  lira  tmc^x  one  from  Wendell 
PbWiiM,  one  ftom  Theodore  Fulcer,  one  from  Tht  WtMnuUr  JBwmip,  hj  Kra. 
John  Stuart  Mill,  one  from  Mr.  Higginson,  and  last,  hut  not  least^  one  from 
Mrs  O.  I.  H  Nichols,  which  should  be  distributed.  They  were  able  papers, 
and  all  intcre8te<l  in  the  movement  should  exert  tliemselves  to  circulate  them. 
The  people  only  wanted  light. 

Another  mode  of  dlieemiuiting  the  prineipke  was  by  storlee  illuetrating  the 
irrongs  of  women  under  the  pteient  laws.  The  right  of  a  woman  to  what  she 
cams  ;  to  the  custody  of  her  person  ;  to  the  guardianship  of  iier  childron.  and 
all  of  her  other  rights,  should  be  ilhistrated  in  fiction.  Prizes  nhould  be  offered 
for  the  best  stories  upon  these  subjects.  She  pledged  hendf  to  raise  $500  for 
the  pnrpo>e.  She  p<4nted  to  <*  Undo  TMn*t  Cabin  **  to  show  what  fiction  oonld 
accomplish,  and  trusted  that  action  wonld  he  taken  Upon  the  anljeet  before  the 

Convt-ntion  adjourned. 

Mr.  arose  to  say  "ditto  to  Lucy  Stone."    hi  regard  to  ''Uncle 

Tom's  Cabin,"  it  was  known  that  Mrs.  Stowe  was  induced  to  write  it  from  a 
reqneet  of  Dr.  Bailej,  of  Tht  Mio9ml  to  write  a  atory  ibr  hie  paper.  And 
he  thought  that  aoch  an  oflSnr  might  now  call  forth  aomething  to  aid  the  canae 
of  woman.    lie  praised  the  tracts  to  which  Miss  Stone  alhided. 

TTie  PuKsiDKNT  appointed  Wendell  Phillip*,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  and 
Mary  Channing  Higginson,  the  Committee  on  prize  tracts." 

Iba.  Tract  CiraueB  read  an  inritalion  from  the  Female  Hedical  Ck>11ege 
for  the  membera  of  the  ConreDtion  to  viait  that  inatttntion  and  attend  Sta  leet> 
ures,  and  took  the  opportunity  to  compliment  Philadelphia  as  being  the  first 
city,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  the  world,  to  eatabUah  a  Medical  Col- 
lege for  Women. 

Dr.  Ahh  Pmaron  gave  an  intereeting  report  of  The  Woman*a  Medical  Col- 
lege; of  all  the  parMcntiona  women  had  enconntered  in  aecnring  a  medical 
education  and  entering  that  prafeeaion.  She  noted  tile  ngna  of  a  growing 

liberality  with  satisfaction. 

The  Rev.  Usnry  Gkkw,  of  Philadelphia,  then  appeared  upon  the  platform, 
and  said  he  waa  aorry  to  differ  from  the  general  tone  of  the  speakers  present, 
but  he  ftlt  it  to  be  his  doty  to  give  hia  views  on  the  ^eetiona  nnder  conaidera- 
tion.  Hia  opfadona  aa  to  woman^a  rigfata  and  datiea  were  baaed  on  the  Seripturea. 

*Iii  toeerdaaea  with  this  plan  Matflda  Joelyn  Gage  prepared  a  story,  entitled  "  The 
floasehold,"  treattofc  dlfflsrsat  pbaees  of  womao's  wrongs,  and  presented  It  to  Uie  Com- 

mlttce.   But  as  nothlnt?  was  ever  done  to  carry  out  the  proposition,  the  mj^nncoript  was 
returned  to  the  author,  and  elumbers  iu  her  garret  with  utbt-r  rejected  mauu8cript«. 
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H«  quoted  nnmenniB  tote  to  thow  tbafc  It  was  de«r1y  fh«  will  of  God  that  mao 
shonid  be  atiperior  in  power  and  authority  to  woman ;  and  asserted  that  no  les- 
eoa  is  more  plainly  and  frequently  taught  in  the  Bible,  than  woman's  subjection. 

Mrs.  C'tttlkk  replie<l  at  leng^th,  and  skillfully  turned  every  text  he  had 
quoted  directly  against  the  reverend  gentleman,  to  the  great  amusement  of  the 
audienoa  She  diowed  fhat  nan  and  wonan  mn  a  idnitdlaDeoas  creatioii, 
with  equal  power  and  glory  on  their  heads,  and  that  dominion  oyer  the  fowl 
of  the  air,  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  every  creeping  thitig  on  the  earth  was  given  to 
thrw,  and  not  to  man  alone.  The  time  has  come  for  woman  to  read  and  interpret 
i^cripture  for  herself;  too  long  have  we  learned  Ood's  will  from  the  lipe  of  luuu 
and  eloaed  our  ^yea  on  the  great  book  of  nature*  and  tha  eaftr  teaehing  our 
own  aouls.  It  is  a  pity  that  those  who  would  recommend  the  Bible  as  tii^  ra> 
vealed  will  of  the  all-wise  and  benevolent  Creator,  should  uniformly  quote  it 
on  the  side  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  T  think  we  owe  it  to  our  religion  and 
ourselves  to  wrest  it  from  such  hands,  and  proclaim  the  beautiful  spirit  breathed 
throQgh  all  Its  oommands  and  precepts,  instead  of  dwelling  so  mneh  on 'Isolated 
texts  tliat  haTO  no  appUcatl<m  to  our  day  and  generatioo. 

Mrs.  MoTT  said  :  It  is  not  Christianity,  but  priestcraft  that  has  subjected 
woman  as  we  find  her,  Tlie  Church  and  State  have  been  united,  and  it  is  well 
for  us  to  see  it  so.  We  have  had  to  bear  the  denunciations  of  these  reverend 
Oirererend)  clergymen,  as  in  New  Torlc,  of  late. '  But  if  wa  look  to  tiidr  au- 
ttioiityto  see  howth«7  axponnd  tlie  test»  qoltelllGilf  wo  shall  And  anew  fad- 
ing. Why,  when  John  Chambers  returned  to  PhiUdelphia  from  the  World's 
Temperance  Convention  at  New  York,  he  gave  notice  that  he  would  give  an  ad- 
dre&s,  and  state  the  rights  of  woman  as  defined  by  the  Bible.  Great  allowance 
htt  been  made  by  some  ni  the  speakers  In  thto  Oonvention,  on  acooont  of  his 
ignotanosi  and  certainly  ttiis  was  oharitable.  Bat  I  heafd  Qiia  discourse.  I 
heard  him  bring  up  what  is  called  the  Apostolic  prohibitioDi  and  the  old  East- 
em  idea  of  the  5>ui>ipction  of  wiyes;  bat  he  kept  oat  of  view  some  of  the  best 
ideas  in  the  Scriptures. 

Blame  is  often  attached  to  the  position  in  which  woman  ia  found.  I  blame 
her  not  so  nraeh  as  I  fiity  her.  80  dronmseribed  liave  been  her  limits  that  she 
docs  not  realize  the  misery  of  her  condition.  Such  dupes  are  men  to  custom 
that  even  servitude,  the  worst  of  ills,  comes  to  be  thought  a  good,  till  down  fiora 
sire  to  son  it  is  kept  and  guarded  as  n  sacred  thing.  Woman's  existence  is 
maintained  by  sufferance.  The  veneration  of  man  has  been  misdirected,  the 
pnlpit  has  been  proatltated,  the  Bible  has  been  illHiaed.  It  has  been  tamed 
oyer  and  over  as  in  every  reform.  The  tempersnoe  people  have  bad  to  feel  its 
B'lppnsed  denunciations.  Then  the  anti-3lavery,  and  now  this  reform  has  met, 
and  still  continuLs  to  meet  pa.ssage  after  passage  of  the  Hible,  never  intended 
to  bo  m  used.  Instead  of  taking  the  truths  of  the  Bible  in  corroboration  of  the 
right,  the  praetiee  haa  been,  to  torn  over  its  pageeto  find  eiample and  authority 
for  the  wnmgf  for  the  existing  abuses  of  society.  For  the  usage  of  drinking 
wine,  the  example  of  the  sensualist  Solomon,  is  always  appealed  to.  In  refer- 
ence to  our  reform,  even  admitting  that  Pnul  did  mean  preach,  when  he  used 
that  term,  he  did  not  say  that  the  recommendation  of  that  time  was  to  be  ap- 
plicable to  the  chordiea  of  all  after-time.  We  have  been  so  long  pinning  our 
faith  on  other  paople^ii  sleeves  that  we  ought  to  begin  examining  these  things 
daily  oorselves,  to  see  whether  they  are  so;  and  we  should  find  on  compaiing 
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teit  ^tb  text,  that  a  very  different  construction  might  be  put  upon  them 
6ome  of  our  early  Quake  rs  not  soein>^  how  far  they  were  to  he  carried,  became 
Greek  and  Hebrew  scbolars,  and  tbey  found  that  the  text  would  bear  other 
tnuulations  a»  well  m  othar  eomtnaetloiu.  An  Blbla  oommantitofi  agree  that 
the  CSiiirob  of  Corinth,  when  tiie  ^wetle  wrote,  was  In  »  stet<  of  great  oonfb- 
sioo.  They  fell  into  discussion  and  controvenj;  and  in  order  to  qoietthia 
state  of  things  and  bring  the  Church  to  greater  propriety,  the  command  was 
given  out  that  women  should  keep  silence,  and  it  was  not  permitted  them  to 
speak,  except  by  asking  quesdooa  at  home.  In  the  same  epistle  to  the  same 
(Hiiireh,  Paul  gave  expran  direetioas  how  women  Aall  lupophcsy,  which  he  de- 
finea  to  be  preaching,  "  speaking  to  men,"  for  "  exhortation  and  comfort''  He 
rt-cognized  them  in  prnphesying  and  praying.  The  word  translated  servant,  is 
applipfi  to  a  man  in  one  part  of  the  s^criplure,  and  in  another  it  is  translated 
minister.  Kow  that  same  word  you  will  find  might  be  applied  to  Phebe, 
n  deaooneea.  That  text  wsa  quoted  In  the  icnnon  of  John  Chamben,  and  he 
Interlarded  it  with  a  good  many  of  his  ideas,  that  women  should  not  be 
goers  abroad,  and  read  among  other  things  "  that  their  wiTCS  were  to  be 
teachers."    But  properly  translated  would  be  "  deaconcssicsi." 

It  is  not  so  Apostolic  to  make  the  wife  subject  to  the  hu^baud  as  many  have 
supposed.  It  has  been  done  by  law  and  public  opinion  dnoe  that  time.  There 
hM  been  a  great  deal  said  about  sending  missionaries  OTCr  to  the  East  to  con- 
vert women  who  are  immolating  themselves  on  the  funeral  pile  of  their  hus- 
bands. I  know  this  may  be  a  very  good  work,  but  I  would  ask  you  to  look  at 
it.  How  many  women  are  there  now  immolated  upon  the  shrine  of  superstition 
and  prieatenll,  In  our  reiy  midst,  in  the  asanmiition  that  man  atdj  has  a  right 
to  the  pn^nt,  and  that  If  n  woman  entera  it  ahe  diaobeya  Ood ;  nwldng  woman 
beliere  in  the  misdirection  of  her  vocation,  and  that  it  is  of  divine  authority 
that  she  should  be  thus  bound.  Believe  it  not,  my  sisters.  In  this  same  epis- 
tle the  word  prophesying  "  should  be  "preaciiing  " — "  preaching  godliness,** 
etc.  On  the  occaalon  oif  tiie  lliat  miracle  which  it  ia  ei^d  Cairiat  wrooght,  a 
woman  went  before  Him  and  aaid,  **  Whntaoerer  be  biddeth  70a  do,  that  do." 
The  woman  of  Samaria  aald,  *'  Ck>me  and  aee  the  man  who  told  me  all  the  thinga 
that  ever  I  did.*' 

These  things  are  worthy  of  note.  I  do  not  want  to  dwell  too  much  upon 
Scripture  authority.  We  too  often  bind  oorMthree  by  authorities  rather  than  by 
the  truth.  We  are  Infldel  to  truth  In  seeking  examplea  to  overthrow  It.  ,Tbe 

very  first  act  of  note  that  la  mentioned  when  the  disciples  and  apoettea  went 

forth  after  Jesus  was  removed  from  them,  was  the  brini^ng  up  of  an 
ancient  prophecy  to  prove  that  they  were  right  in  the  position  they  as- 
sumed on  that  occasion,  when  men  and  women  were  gathered  together  on 
the  holy  day  of  Fenteeoat,  wheu  every  man  hoMd  and  aaw  those  wondwAil 
worke  whidi  aro  recorded.  Then  Peter  stood  forth — some  one  has  said  that 
Peter  ma'le  a  great  mistake  in  quoting  the  prophet  Joel — but  he  stated  that 
**tbe  time  is  come,  this  day  is  fultilltd  the  prophecy,  when  it  is  siufl,  T  will  pour 
out  my  spirit  upon  all  fle!<h,  and  your  sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy.'' 
etc— the  language  of  the  Wble  Is  beauttfUl  la  its  repetttlon— "upon  my  aenr- 
aota  and  my  handmaidens  I  will  pour  out  my  apiiit  and  th^  shall  propheay.** 
Now  can  anything  be  clearer  than  that  ? 
Rev.  Hbmby  Grew  again  ^uo  cd  Scripture  in  reply  to  Mrs.  Mott,  and  said 
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the  coming  of  Cbris^t  into  the  world  did  not  restore  man  and  woman  to  tlie 
origioal  coodition  of  our  flnt  parents.  If  the  |MMitiait  ttmuned  by  the  women 
be  trae.  then  miiat  the  IXvine  Word  from  Oenesis  to  Rerelation  be  aet  aside  as 
iintiue,  that  woman  may  be  relievod  from  the,  perfaapft,  unfortiinate  limitations 

thiit  hold  her  Imck  in  this  age  of  progress. 

Mr.  IIioQiA'soN  related  a  story  of  an  old  Methodist  clergyman  who  by  chance 
atepped  into  a  Quaker  meeting  where  he  beard  a  woman  speaking,  which  so 
ahoeked  him  that  he  thought  Anti-Chriat  was  now  bound  to  rule.  lie  went 
home  sad.  Ho  had  fiior  daughters,  one  of  whom,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  a  few 
minutes  opened  the  eyes  of  bis  understandinj;  after  ho  had  groped  in  darkness 
a  long  time,  by  showing  him  a  pai>8nge  in  the  Testament  describing  a  friend  of 
Paul's  at  Phillippi,  who  hud  four  daughters  that  prophesied.  This  girl  refer- 
red her  ftther  to  flie  Greek  Tcatament,  and  ahowed  him  thai  the  original  word, 
properly  translated,  means  to  preach  instead  of  to  prophesy.  Before  we  resort  to 
scM[>t!tra1  texts  we  should  be  cnreful  to  aacertain  tliat  they  are  right,  or  all 
arguments  founded  on  them  iiuist  t:(il. 

Mr.  GuEW  did  not  consider  thut  tlie  story  of  the  lour  daughters  invalidated 
his  position. 

Mr.  Qaubibom  aaid:  Ckmanlting  tlie  Bible  for  opinions  as  to  woman^  rights, 

i.i  of  little  importance  to  the  majority  of  this  Convention  We  luive  gone  over 
the  whole  ground,  and  placed  our  cause  upon  the  decreci*  of  nature.  We  Icnoxc 
that  man  and  woman  are  equal  in  the  ^ight  of  God.  We  know  that  textt»  aud 
books  are  of  no  impwtance,  and  have  no  taate  for  the  diacnaaion  of  di;  doc- 
trinal points. 

Rut  with  the  American  people  the  case  is  dilfinent.  The  maaaea  believe  the 
Bible  directly  from  God;  that  it  decrees  the  inequality  of  the  sexes;  nnd  that 
settles  the  question.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  are  many  persons  connected 
with  the  Protestant  chmrches  who  would  he  with  the  aortment  ware  it  not  for 
the  anppoaad  Bible  diffioalty.  They  shndder  at  anything  they  think  against 
the  Kblo,  aa  againat  the  will  of  God.  Take  away  this  incubus,  and  theae  per- 
sons would  experience  a  change  in  their  vie  ws ;  they  would  be  with  us. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Grew,  .Mr.  G.  said  he  had  long  known  him  and  loved  him. 
He  was  a  man  of  purity  and  charity,  and  he  was  glad  he  had  given  hia  riewa. 
Tet  this  kindly  man  did  not  ataad  upon  a  aolid  foundation. 

Why  go  to  the  Bible  to  settle  this  qu(  stion  ?  As  a  na'.ion,  we  have  practi- 
cally ignored  the  Bible.  The  nsxertioii  of  the  equality  and  inalienability  of 
the  riLrhts  of  man,  in  the  Declaration  of  Indepindenee,  includes  the  whole  of 
the  human  race.  He  would  never  attempt  to  prove  to  an  American  the  right 
of  any  man  to  liberty.  He  aaaerted  the  foot;  and  eonaldered  that  in  holding 
slaves  while  they  proclaimed  liberty  to  all  men,  the  American  people  were  hyp- 
ociites  and  tyrant?.  Mr.  Grew  goes  to  St.  Paul  to  prove  that  woman  is  not 
equal  to  man.  Why  go  to  the  Bible?  What  qu<Ktion  was  ever  settled  by  the 
Bible}  What  question  of  theology  or  any  other  dei>artment?  ^one  that  I 
ever  heard  of  1  With  tbia  aame  rersion  the  Bible*  and  the  aame  ability  to 
read  it,  we  find  that  It  baa  filled  all  Christendom  with  theological  oonfosion. 
All  are  Ishmaelites;  each  man's  hand  against  his  neighbor. 

The  human  mind  is  greater  than  any  book.  The  mind  sits  in  judgment  on 
every  book.  If  there  be  truth  in  the  book,  we  take  it;  if  error,  we  discard  it. 
Why  refer  tbia  to  the  Bible  t  la  thia  country,  the  Bible  baa  been  need  to  sop> 
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port  sl.ivery  and  caijital  punishment ;  while  in  the  old  countries,  it  has  been 
quoted  to  suBtaln  all  manner  of  ^nmny  and  peamcation.  All  refbnm  are  anti- 
Bible.  We  must  look  at  all  things  rationally.  We  find  women  endowed  with 
certain  capacities,  and  it  is  of  no  importance  if  any  Ixiok  (Jonies  her  such  ca- 
pacities. Would  Mr.  drew  say  that  woman  can  not  preach,  in  the  face  of  such 
a  preacher  as  Lucrrtia  Mott  t 

Mrs.  Mom  begged  leave  to  snhatitate  Mend  Gnw*s  own  daughter,  Mary 
Grew,  who  haa  afamadj  spoken  on  this  platf(»m  1 1  and  aaid,  Ifr.  Orew  himself 
docs  not  take  all  the  Bible  as  inspiration,  in  which  most  of  the  speakers  con- 
curred. She  expressed  her  attachment  to  the  Scriptures,  and  said  many  excel-  • 
lent  lessons  could  be  learned  frocu  them.  She  showed  the  misinterpretations 
of  the  tests  quoted  by  Mr.  Grew  and  otheis  against  the  equality  of  tiie  sexea. 
Mr.  Grew  doea  not  take  the  DiUeibr  his  guide,  altogetiier.  Mrs.  Hott  then 
quoted  St.  Paul  in  regard  to  marriage,  and  said :  Why  in  opposition  to  that 
text  has  Mr.  Grew  married  a  aeeond  time?  It  waa  because  he  did  not  really 
believe  that  the  t^uriptures  were  entirely  inspired. 

EmfA  B.  Ooi  made  a  tnr  remarkn  on  the  poaitioii  of  &e  dergy  generally 
toward  this  reform,  the  most  beneficent  4n  its  remits  of  any,  man  haa  erer  yet 
been  called  upon  to  consider.  We  often  hear  it  remarked  that  woman  OWetiO 
much  to  Cliristianity.  It  can  not  be  the  Christianity  that  the  clergy  haye  pro- 
claimed on  oar  platforro.  From  them  we  hear  only  of  woman's  degradation 
and  subjecdon.  We  have  owtaia^  nothing  to  be  tiiankful  ibr  if  anoh  are  the 
principles  Christ  4same  into  the  world  to  dedare;  the  snbjectioii  d  one>half  of 
the  race  to  the  other  half;  as  far  as  we  are  oonoemed,  ia  no  improvement  upon 
the  religions  of  all  nations  and  ages. 

At  tbe  cloee  of  this  protracted  diseoBaion  on  the  Bible  positioD  of 
woman,  the  following  resolntions,  presented  by  Mr.  Ganiaon,  were 
nnanimoaely  adopted : 

Betolwdj  That  while  remembering  and  gladly  acknowledging  the  exccp. 
tioaal  cases  vhioh  exist  to  the  oootrary,  we  fed  it  a  duty  to  declare  in  regard 
to  tiie  aaored  cause  wliidi  haa  brought  as  togetiier,  that  tbe  moat  determined 

opposition  it  cnconnters  is  from  the  clergy  generally,  whose  teacldnga  of  the 
Bil>!e  fire  intensely  inimical  to  the  equfiUty  of  woman  with  man. 

iie«olted^  That  whatever  any  book  may  teach,  the  rights  of  no  human  l>eing 
are  dq)endent  upon  or  modified  thereby,  but  are  equal,  absolute,  essential,  ina- 
Kenable  in  the  penoo  of  eveiy  member  of  the  hmnan  fiunily,  wiUioat  regard 
to  sex,  race,  or  clime. 

Jons  Sidney  Jones  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  monojily  of  the  pulfiit 

ScsAR  B.  AifXHOKT  wished  to  remind  the  friends,  Itoture  separating,  of  one 
practicd  measure  to  be  oimsidered  in  the  advancement  of  our  noble  enterprise* 
For  the  purpose  (if  holding  OoDventiooS)  drealating  trada  and  prtitions,  giving 
prizes  for  good  atones,  supporting  newspapers  and  agents,  the  first  great 
requisite  is  money,  and  I  hope  every  one  present  will  contribute  genetOQSltf  to 
help  us  carry  on  this  grand  reform. 

Mr.  GABnuon  seconded  Miss  Anthony's  demand  fur  ^'  the  sinews  of  war.'^ 
He  said  we  Americans  are  a  theoretical  people,  and  we  are  alao  a  praeticd  peo 
pie.  If  the  women  intend  to  tm  ck  at  the  door  of  eveiy  State  house  to  de- 
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mand  their  rights,  the  qaeedoa  must  be  «i|pied  in  a  practical  vaj  with  facts 
and  statistic^!. 

Wb«n  I  undertoolc  to  bam  fbe  gilloiia  aboUaliad  In  IfaindiiiMlli,  I  lakad 
the  ComniitlM  of  tiio  Legidituo  if  tiioy  waotod  a  ootidB  nmiiMr  of  Bibkr 

texts  quoted  on  each  side  of  the  question,  they  said,  "^0,  we  want  facts  and 
statistics ;  we  do  not  ask  the  opinions  of  Moses  and  Aaron  on  this  point,  but 
the  result  of  human  experience  in  the  punishment  of  crime/'  So  in  this  case  \ 
Legitlatnraa  irfO  not  Mk  linr  nor  ■ppncltte  MUe  axKoinentB ;  they  will  ask  for 
Ibcts  as  to  woman*!  aehteTemonti  in  ednealioB,  induali7»  and  pitMstical  naefiil- 
nesa. 

JosKpn  DroDAi  E,  whose  sperinl  roncern  ftlwnv!?  seemed  to  be  the  action  of 
dead  men  on  this  question,  said  it  had  been  his  fortune  to  be  present  at  the 
making  of  the  Uist  wills  and  testaments  of  many  men,  and  ho  never  knew  of  ft 
ease  where  •  djing  hnsband  would  pvaetioillj  admit  tihat  his  wife  was  his 
equal.  He  stftted  a  case  in  which  ft  hnsliftttd  Of  his  acquaintance  proposed  to 
leave  a  large  property,  the  inheritance  and  accumulation  of  his  wife's  labors,  to 
her  as  long  as  she  remained  his  widow,  and  then  to  divide  it  among  Am  family 
relatives.  And  jet  this  husband  claimed  to  have  great  admiration  and  affec- 
tion ft»r  this  woman  whom  he  would  deHbemtdy  rob  of  her  inherltsnoe  from 
her  own  father.  The  nuignanimity  of  man  passes  all  muh  rstanding  I 

Mrs.  Prince,  a  colored  woman,  invoked  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  noble 
women  engaged  in  thi.^  enterprise,  and  said  she  understood  woman's  wrongs 
better  than  woman's  rights,  and  gave  some  of  her  own  experiences  to  illustrate 
the  degradatfoB  of  her  sex  in  sbvery.  On  a  Toyage  to  the  West  Indies  the 
vessel  was  wrecked,  and  she  was  picked  up  and  taken  to  Kew  Orleans.  Going 
up  the  Mississippi  she  paw  the  terrible  suffering  of  a  carg^o  of  slaves  on  board 
and  on  the  plantations  along  the  shores.  On  her  r<»tuni  voyage,  attached  to 
the  steamboat  was  a  brig  containing  hewral  hundred  slaves,  among  them  a 
Iftige  nmnber  of  young  qosdroon  gfxls  with  inlhnts  in  their  arme  ss  ftir  ss  any 
lady  in  this  room. 

MATrLD.\  JoSL'Vif  Oaoe  spoke  at  length  of  the  brilliant  record  of  women  in 
the  past  in  every  department  of  human  activity — in  art,  science,  literature,  in- 
vention ;  of  their  heroism  and  patriotism  in  time  of  war,  and  their  industry 
and  endnmnee  in  many  equally  trying  emergeudes  in  ttme  of  peteeb  Woman 
bos  so  ftilly  prored  her  eqnaHty  ?ritii  man  in  evety  podtion  she  has  filled,  that 
it  is  tio  late  now  for  clergymen  on  OUT  platform  to  remand  us  to  the  subjection 
of  the  women  of  Corinth  centuries  airo.  We  have  Icnrned  too  well  the  lessons 
of  liberty  taught  in  our  revolution  to  accept  now  the  position  of  slaves. 

Urs.  Tnacr  Cmm :  It  would  appear,  after  all,  that  we  women  are  placed 
pretty  mnch  in  the  condition  of  the  Teriest  sUkto.  We  most  prove  onr  own 
hnmnnity  by  exhibiting  onr  skill  in  work.  We  must  bring  forth  our  own  -sam- 
ples; put  them,  as  it  were,  on  the  anrf ion-block,  and  thus  make  our  claim  to 
equality  of  rights  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents.  Is  it  here  only  that  woman 
can  touch  man's  sympathy  ?  She  then  described  the  degraded  condition  of 
women  In  Bnrope,  and  parHeafavly  in  London,  where  poverty  and  the  tyraony 
of  man  have  driven  women  to  d.-p  iir.  until  they  were  forced  to  {  rostitnte  thdr 
own  bodies  to  procure  bread.  This  vice,  liorribly  revi-Itinf?  as  it  if.  seems  to 
go  hand  in  hand  with  intemperance.  She  did  not  wisli  wonien  to  go  into  the 
field  to  be  yoked  with  mules,  or  to  turn  scavenger,  to  pick  up  rags  and  crusts 
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in  the  ifaceta  to  cany  home  in  fhcir  qmms.  Men  bring  tiio  elenMnto  to  fbdt 
•id,  and  iro  wish  women  to  do  tbe  same.  She  then  adwtod  to  the  diffBienoe 

in  the  labor  of  the  kitchen  and  other  pamiits  open  to  women.  Let  the  printer 
advertise  for  two  frirla  to  set  type,  and  a  hundred  applications  will  be  niido, 
while  women  for  tbe  kitchen  are  very  scarce.  The  reason  for  this  is,  that  all 
other  Idncla  of  work  are  better  paid.  When  woman^  tabor  is  justly  nmnneiw 
ated  and  eqoaliy  royected  in  all  departments  of  industry,  there  will  be  no  anch 
difference  in  the  supply  of  help  for  the  factory,  shop,  and  kitchen. 

Frakces  D.  <^  aok  said  :  The  reason  why  the  work  of  the  kitchen  is  looked 
upon  as  degrading,  is  because  the  girl  is  never  taken  by  tbe  band.  Where  are 
your  pbilanthiopie  ladica  who  aiaist  her  t  Where  la  aha  to  go  when  her  work ' 
ia  done?  Doca  she  sit  in  tbe  same  mom  with  yon  t  Does  she  eat  at  the  same 
table  7  No,  to  yoor  shame,  she  Is  confined  to  tbe  basement  and  the  garret.  It 
is  not  so  much  becnu«ie  tlu'  j)Hy  for  kitchen  labor  is  not  so  good,  as  it  is  chiefly 
because  of  the  public  opiuiua  that  tliey  are  employed  to  aene.  It  is  true  that 
there  are  many  who  wilt  take  a  4|aarter  off  the  wagoa  of  a  girl  to  pnt  a  new 
bow  on  their  own  bonnets.  Tlie  men  are  not  to  be  blamed  ibr  this ;  they  hare 
enough  sins  to  an-vf  r  for. 

Mrs.  CoK  said  :  It  would  afford  women  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  pay  their 
own  expens<is  on  pleasure  excursions  and  to  the  concert-room,  instead  of  being 
always  compelled  to  allow  the  gentlemen  to  foot  the  bills  for  theiu.  Women 
must  haTe  eqnal  pay  for  equal  work.  Among  ^  Qnakm  tbe  sexes  stand  on 
an  equality,  and  ererytfain;.'  moves  on  smootb^y  and  happily. 

Sr^.vjj  B.  Anthony,  after  relating  several  instances  of  the  injustice  of  the 
laws  that  made  the  wife  subject  to  the  husband,  said  :  And  all  those  wrongs 
are  to  be  redressed  by  appeals  to  the  State  Legislatures.  In  New  York  and 
Ohio  the  women  had  already  commenced  with  every  prospect  of  soccess.  Thou- 
sands of  petitions  had  been  sent  into  both  Legislatures  asking  for  sul&age  and 
ec[w\]  ])roperty  rights,  and  their  ('omniittr(  s  liiid  crranted  hearings  to  our  repre- 
8ent!itivfc.<» — Cnrolin*'  >r.  Severance,  in  Ohio  ;  J^  tiestine  L.  Rose,  Rev.  William 
Henry  Channing,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  Rev.  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  and  her- 
adf,  in  New  Turk.  And  doaed  with  an  earnest  appeal  to  tbe  women  of  eveiy 
State  to  petition,  FSTmoir,  remembering  that  **  what  ia  worth  having  ia  worth 
asking  for,**  and  that "  who  would  be  ftee  moat  tbemaelTta  strike  the  Uow." 

Franees  D.  Gtge  moved  that  the  next  Natiotia]  Gonyention  be 
held  at  Cindnnati,  Ohio.  A  gODtlemen  suggested  Washington,  to 
which  Mr.  Ghtrriaoii  leplied,  We  ahall  go  there  by  and  by."* 
After  diBCoesioa  by  Mrs.  Mbit,  Mnk  Bose»  and  others,  the  motion 
was  mianimoaslj  adopted.  Mrs.  Gage  then  spoke  of  the  Press  of 
the  tityf  its  faithful  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention, 
fliid  moved  a  vote  of  thanks.  Edward  M.  Davis  begged  Mrs.  Ghige 
to  accept  as  a  snbstitute  the  following  resolutions : 

Bemhed,  That  the  thanks  of  thi»  Convt  ntion  are  dae,  and  are  hereby  con- 
TOjed,  to  Mrs.  Ernestine  L.  Ro<»e,  of  New  York,  for  the  courte^,  impartiaUlj, 
and  dignity  with  which  she  bas  presided  over  its  proceedings. 


*  Tlie  llist  Nattonal  Oooventton  hdd  tai  Wsahhigton  was  tn  Jsnnaiy,  ISM 
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Rfmhetl,  That  in  the  crowded  and  intelligent  audiences  which  have  nttended 
the  aessions  of  this  CoaventioD ;  in  the  earnest  attention  giren  to  its  proceed* 
Ingt  fiNMn  tiM  oonnMnoement  to  Ito  dote;  in  the  Mr  reporte  of  tiM  PMm  nf  the 
city,  and  in  the  spirit  of  hannonj  and  fraternity  whidi  has  pievniled  amoi^it 
its  members,  we  see  evidence  of  the  rapid  progress  of  otir  esns^  and  And  in* 
citement  to  renewed  and  more  earnest  efforts  in  its  behalt 

Thus  elooed  another  most  snooeMfoI  Oonveiitbii.  K^otwitbstand- 
ing  ail  admission  fee  of  ten  cents  during  the  day  and  twentj-five  at 
night,  the  audiences  grew  larger  every  session,  until  the  last  evening 
the  spacious  ha!],  aisles,  etairs,  and  all  ayailable  standing-room,  was 
densely  packed,  and  liundreds  m  cut  away  unable  to  get  in. 

Let  118  remember  that  behind  the  chief  actors  in  these  Conven- 
tions, there  stands  in  each  State,  a  group  of  women  of  ptorn  moral 
principle,  krge  experience,  refinement  and  cultivation,  tilling  with 
honor  the  more  private  walks  of  life,  who,  by  their  sympathy,  hos- 
pitality, and  generous  contributions,  arc  the  fjrcat  sources  of  support 
and  inspiration  to  those  on  the  platform,  wlio  represent  the  ideas 
they  hold  sacred,  whose  tongues  and  pens  proclaim  their  thonglits. 
Among  such  in  Pennsylvania,  let  ns  ever  remember  Sarah  Pugh, 
Mary  Ann  IfeOHntock,  Elisabeth  PhiUips,  Anna  and  Adeline  Thom- 
son, Abby  and  Qertmde  Kimber,  Margaretta  Forten,  Harriet  For- 
ten  Pmria^  Hannah  IL  Darlington,  Dinah  Mendenhall,  Sarah 
Fierce^  Elisabeth  and  Sarah  Miller,  and  Bath  Dngdale.  When 
arnxseas  shs]]  at  last  crown  onr  efforts,  in  according  dne  praise  to 
those  who  have  achieved  the  yictoiy,  snoh  names  as  these  mnst  not 
be  forgotten. 

Alice  Bradley  Neal,  of  Philadelphia,  ridiculed  this  Woman's 
liights  Convention  in  r  husband's*  paper,  and  Jane  Grey  Swiss* 
helm  indignantly  replied  in  her  FiUikwrgh  jScUurdai/  VitUor  as 
follows : 

BIrs.  Ned  esn  not  be  ignorant  that  the  principal  object  of  the  Convention, 
and  all  the  agitation  about  woraan's  rights,  is  to  secure  to  the  toiling  millions 
of  be-r  own  sex  a  just  reward  for  their  labor ;  to  save  them  from  the  alternative 
of  pnwtitntion,  starvation,  or  inoanant  Hlb-destroying  toil ;  and  jet  the  whtde 
anhjeet  Ihmishea  her  witii  material  for  acorn  and  merrimentl  Tell  it  not  in 
Qath !  Publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon,  lest  the  sons  of  the  Phillistines 
rejoice  that  one  of  the  diiugliters  of  Eve,  benutiful  and  gentle,  throws  down 
her  knitting-pins,  and  tries  her  strength  to  wield  the  hammer  of  old  Yalcan  to 
aid  them  in  forging  fetters  ftr  the  wrists  of  her  nnfbrtnnate  ststers.  We  would 
that  it  liad  been  some  one  elie  than  the  gentle  Alioe  Neal  wbohad  votanleered 
to  soil.her  white  hands  and  sweat  hv  fidr  Ihoe^  laboring  in  aneh  a  falaoksmith- 
shop. 

•  Joseph  C.  Keal. 
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"While  ever  and  aiion  durini^  the  last  forty  years  Mrs.  Swiss- 
Iiehn  has  seized  some  of  these  dilettante  literary  women  with  her 
inetaphysieal  tweezers,  and  held  them  up  to  scorn  for  their  ridicule  of 
the  woman  suffrage  conventions,  yet  in  her  own  recently  publiBhed 
vork  in  her  mature  yean,  she  YonduafeB  do  words  of  approval  for 
those  who  hare  inaugurated  the  greatest  morement  of  the  oentniies. 
She  eompkins  tiiat  in  some  of  the  woman  soffrage  conventions  she 
Attended,  there  was  not  a  strict  ohservance  of  parliamentaiy  miesy 
and  that  the  lesolntionB  and  speeches  were  unworthy  tiie  occasion. 
Yet  the  only  time  Htb.  Bwisshelm  ever  honored  onr  platf onn  at  a 
National  Cbnvention,  her  speech  was  far  below  the  level  of  most  of 
the  others,  and  the  reeolations  she  offered  were  so  verbose  and 
irrevelant,  that  the  Committee  declined  to  present  them  to  the 
■Convention. 

It  is  quite  evident  from  her  last  pronnnoiamento  that  she  has  no 
just  appreciation  of  the  importance  and  dignity  of  our  demand  for 
justice  and  equality.  A  poldier  without  a  leg  is  a  fact  so  much  more 
readily  undertitood,  than  all  wuiuen  without  ballots,  and  his  loss  so 
much  more  readily  comprehended  and  supplied,  that  we  can  hardly 
Llame  any  onefordoine;  the  work  of  the  hour,  rather  than  struggling 
jQ.  life-time  for  an  idea,  lience  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that 
most  women  are  moi-e  readily  enlisted  in  the  suppression  of  evils  in 
the  eonetete,  than  in  advoeating  the  principles  tiiat  nnderiie  them  in 
-the  abstract,  and  thns  nltimatelj  doing  the  hroader  and  more  lasting 
'work.  On  this  groimd  we  can  ezense  the  author  of  ''Half  a  Oenp 
toiy"  for  giving  the  reader  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pages  of 
lier  own  work  in  hospitals  and  three  to  tiie  Woman  SuSrage  move- 
ment, but  considering  the  tone  of  the  three  psges,  the  advocates  of 
the  measure  should  be  thankfnl  she  gave  no  more. 

Mrs.  Swiaahelm's  contempt  is  only  surpassed  by  Mrs.  Hal^s  ^'  Jere- 
miad" over  the  infidelity  of  the  noble  leader  of  our  movemffiit.  f'or 
a  woman  so  thoroughly  politic  and  time4Wnnng,  who,  unlike  the 
_great  master  she  profesped  to  follow,  never  identified  herself  with 
one  oi  the  un])opular  reforms  of  her  day,  ^vhose  pen  never  by  any 
<;hance  slipped  outside  the  prescribed  literary  line  of  safety,  to  cheer 
ihe  martyi-s  to  truth  in  her  own  generation ;  lamentations  from  such 
a  source  over  Lucretia  Mott,  are  presnmptnous  and  profane.  If  such 
s,  life  of  self-sacritice  and  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  humanity  ; 
«uch  courage  to  stand  alone,  to  do  and  say  the  right,  *mid  pereecution, 
▼iolenoeand  mobs;  ench  charity  and  faithfulness  in  every  relation 
4d  life,  as  daughter,  sister,  wife,  motherland  friend ;  such  calm  de- 
clining years  and  peaceful  death  could  all  be  realised  without  a 
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belief  in  tibe  creed  el  Sanb  Joeepha  Hale ;  the  philoeoplucal  oon- 
danon  is  that  there  may  be  some  DiTine  light  aad  love  eataide  ef 
Mrs.  Hiale'a  horicon ;  that  her  abibboleth  majr  after  all  not  be  the 
true  measure  for  the  highest  Chriatian  graoea. 

Sanh  J.  Hale,  shndderiDg  over  the  graves  of  snoh  women  ae  Har- 
riet Martinean,  Frances  Wright,  Mary  Wollstonecroft,  G^orgo  Saod, 
George  Eliot  and  Lncretia  Mott,  might  famish  a  aahject  for  an 
artist  to  repreaent  aa  "  bigotry  weeping  over  the  triompha  of 
truth." 

Neverthe]p«p.  as  Mrs.  Hale  lived  in  Pennsylvania  forty  years,  the 
women  of  that  State  may  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  in  her  great  work, 
""Woman's  Record,"  she  has  given  "Sketches  of  all  the  distinpiished 
women  from  the  Creation  to  a.d.  1868  *' ;  a  lalxtr  for  which  our 
sex  owe  her  a  debt  of  gratitude.  To  exhume  nearly  i>eventeen  liim- 
dred  women  from  oblivion,  ckbsify  them,  and  set  forth  their  dis- 
tingnished  traits  of  character,  was  indeed  an  herculean  labor.  This 
is  a  valnable  book  of  reference  for  the  girls  of  to-day.  When  onr 
opponents  depreciate  the  aehieTementa  of  woman  they  can  turn  to 
the  Woman's  Beoord"  and  find  grand  examples  of  all  the  cardinal 
▼trtnes,  of  sneoess  in  art,  science,  literatoie^  and  government 

In  Jane  Grey  Swisshelm,  Pennsylvania  oan  boaat  a  successful 
editor  of  a  libera]  political  newspaper  during  the  eventful  years  of 
our  anti-slavery  struggle.  The  I*iU»burgk  Saturday  Visitor  was 
established  Jan.  20, 1848.  It  was  owned  and  edited  by  Mrs.  Swiss- 
helm  for  some  years ;  merged  into  The  Family  Journal  and  Visitor 
in  1S52,  in  which  she  was  co-editor  until  1857,  when  she  removed 
to  Minnesota.  In  spite  of  a  few  idiosyncrasies,  Mrs.  Swisshelm  is  a 
noble  woman,  and  her  influence  has  been  for  good  in  her  day  aod 
generation.  However  much  we  may  differ  from  her  in  some  points, 
we  must  concede  that  she  is  a  strong,  pointed  writer. 

Among  the  editors  of  Pennsylvania,  Anna  E.  McDowell  de- 
serves mention.  In  The  Una  of  January,  1855,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing: 

THB  WOMAN'S  ADVOOATB. 

We  haye  reoelTad  tiie  first  nvmber  of  a  pap«r  bearing  the  above  name. 

It  is  a  fair,  handsome  sheet,  seven  oolumns  in  width,  edited  Misa 
Anna  E.  McDowell,  in  Philadelphia.  It  cliiims  to  be  an  iiult'pondent 
paper.  Its  design  is  not  to  press  woman's  right  to  suflFragc,  but  to  pre- 
sent her  wrongs,  and  plead  for  their  redress.  It  i&  owned  by  a  joint 
•took  company  of  women,  and  Is  printed  and  all  the  work  done  by 
women.  We  most  heartily  bid  it  God-speed,  for  the  great  need  of  woman 
now  is  workt  woric,  that  she  may  eat  honest  bread. 
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Mifls  McDowell  continued  her  paper  sevenl  years,  and  has  ever 
smce  been  a  faithful  correspondent  in  many  journals,  and  now  edits 
a  "  Woman's  Department  "  in  The  Philadelphia  Sunday  RepubUo. 
She  pleads  eloquently  for  the  redress  of  all  the  wrongs  of  humanity. 
Jails,  prisons,  charitable  institutions,  the  oppr^iou  of  women  and 
children,  the  laborer,  the  Indian,  have  all  in  turn  been  subjects  of 
her  impartial  pen. 

riuladelphia  was  tlie  firbt  city  in  thid  country  to  open  her  retail 
Btorefi  to  girls  as  clerks,  and  among  the  first  to  welcome  them  as 
type-tettore  In  the  printing  offlew. 

Tn  the  city  pren,  fnva  1849  to  1864,  we  find  the  fbtlowing  attn<niiiOfliiimtt» 

which  show  the  general  agitation  on  woman**  poritioa : 

The  Pennm/Ivania  Freeman:  "A  Discourse  on  Woman,**  to  be  delivered  by 

Lucretia  >Iott,  at  tlif  Assembly  Buildings,  December  17,  1849, 

Lectun-s  by  Elizabeth  Oakes  Smith,  April  6,  8,  and  10, 1853,  on  Manhood," 

"  Womanhood,"  Humanity.'' 

North  American  and  United  State*  Qagette:  Lucretia  Mott  will  deliver  a 
kctnre  on  the   Medical  Edncation  of  Woman,"  Fefamary  9, 1868. 
Horace  Mann  wIU  lecture  on  **  Woman,**  Febmary  8, 1868. 

Philadelphia  Public  Ledger^  January  20,  1854:  Lucy  Stone  will  deliver  a 
leeteie  on  *'Woinaii*8  Bighti»"  al  Mneioal  Fmd  Hall,  Saturday  erening, 
Janoazy  81. 

April  12.  1854:  Mrs.  Ernestine  L.  Boee  will  lecture  on  Thursday  eveiiliig; 
April  18,  at  Spring  Garden  Institute,  on  "The  Elducation  and  Influence  of 
"VVonian  "  ;  and  on  Friday  evening,  April  14th,  at  Sansom  Street  Hftll,  on  "The 
Legal  DiBabilitics  of  Woman/'    Tickets,  25  centa. 

WOMAITS  lOBDIOAL  COLLBGB  OF  PENNBTLYANIA. 

Tn  September,  1850,  in  a  rented  bnflding,  No.  229  Ardi  Street, 
Pliiladelpbia,  the  College  began  its  first  aoerion  with  six  inipilB; 
otbefB  were  added  befose  the  dlaaa  gradnated,  eo  that  it  then  num- 
bered ei|^t: — Hannah  E.  Longshore,  Ann  Preston,  Phebe  W. 
May,  Susanna  U.  Ellis,  Anna  M*  Longshore,  Pennsylvania ;  Martha 
M.  Laurin,  Massachusetts ;  Angonette  A.  Hnnt,  New  York ;  Frances 
G.  Mitchell,  England.  Since  its  foundation,  the  "  Woman's  Medical 
College  of  Pennsylvania"  has  prospered,  and  on  its  lists  of  graduates 
we  see,  among  other  familiar  names,  those  of  Dr.  Laura  Ross  Wol- 
cott  (1856),  Dr.  Mary  J.  Scarlett  Dixon  (1&57),  and  Dr.  Emeline  H. 
Cleveland  (1855). 

Chief  among  those  interested  in  placing  the  medical  education  of 
woman  on  a  sound  foundation  was  Ann  Preston.    The  Woman's 
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Medical  College  of  PeDnsjlvania  "  was  the  firet  ever  chartered  for 
thiB  purpose,  and  Br.  Fkwton  earlj  became  identified  with  its 
inteiestB.  She  was  one  of  ita  ibit  atodents,  and  a  graduate  at  ita 
fliBt  oommeneemeDt.  After  the  didaotie  teaching  of  the  regular 
eoUeige  conne  was  well  eatabliahed,  each  year  Bhowed  to  her  more 
dearly  the  neoeadty  for  dinkal  and  hospital  inatmction,  ainoe  ita 
Btudents  were  denied  Bach  advantages  in  other  plaeea;  and  to  Dr* 
Prestf)Ti'B  tborough  appreciation  of  this  need  may  be  traced  the  very 
origin  of  the  Woman's  Hospital  in  Philadelphia.  Speaking  of 
her  eftortfi  in  this  direction,  she  says :  '*  I  went  to  every  one  who  1 
thought  would  give  me  either  money  or  influence."  She  was  H!)er- 
ally  assisted  by  many  noble  and  true-hearted  men  and  women,  and 
at  last  raised  sufficient  funds,  obtained  the  charter,  found  competent 
men  and  women  willing  to  serve  as  ifanagere,  and  skillful  physicians 
who  would  act  on  a  Consulting  Board  ;  and,  when  the  Hospital  was 
opened,  was  herself  appointed  one  of  the  Managers,  Corresponding 
Secretary,  and  Oonsnlting  PhyBidan^offices  which  she  held  till  her 
death,  April  18, 1878. 

At  the  Bame  time,  die  waa  serving  with  eqnal  fiddity  and  abilitj 
the  OoiUi^  whose  adTanoement  had  so  long  been  one  of  the  diief 
interests  it  her  life.  For  nineteen  yean  she  had  been  one  of  ita 
Fh>fesBon,  for  six  years  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  and  for  fonr  yean  a 
member  of  its  Board  of  Corporators.  She  lived  long  enough  to  see 
the  fruits  of  her  labors,  and  to  foresee  to  some  extent  the  position 
which  both  College  and  Hospital  would  hold  in  the  medical  world. 
And  when,  after  her  death,  her  will  was  published,  the  friends  of 
the  College  and  Hospital  found  that  both  institutions  had  been 
remembered  by  endowments. 

Almost  contemporary  in  length  of  days  with  the  Medical  College 
is  another  useful  inatitution,  The  Philadelphia  School  of  Desigii  for 
Women,  which  began  its  corporate  existence  the  first  Monday  of 
Kovember,  1853.  There  had  previously  been  a  olasB  fur  women  in 
oonneetion  with  the  Franklin  Institute,  and  thia  sdiooi  was  ita 
farther  development.  It  was  mainly  supported  by  oontribntionsr 
the  sdiolan*  fees  pejing  merdy  for  the  ooal,  gas,  and  other  neoessa- 
ries  of  the  house.  management  of  the  institntion  waa  vested 
in  a  Board  of  twdve  BueetorB,  elected  annually,  and  a  Board  of 
twelve  Lady  Managers,  elected  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  the 
fint  stated  meeting  after  the  election ;  these  ladieB  disburse  the 
money  recdved  at  the  school,  and  also  that  appropriated  monthly 
by  the  Directors.  It  is  noticeable  in  the  first  report  of  the  School 
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of  Design  for  "Women,  that  men  held  the  leading  positions  and 
received  the  highest  saburies,  bat  that  has  since  been  ehangecL 

That  there  M  as  no  organized  action  in  this  State,  no  woman  suf- 
frage association  formed,  until  after  the  war,  was  undoubtedly  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  same  wuinen  were  prominent  in  both  the  anti- 
slavery  and  woman's  rights  movements.  And  as  Pennsylvania  bor- 
dered on  three  slave  States,  the  escape  of  fugitives  and  their  innu- 
merable trials  in  the  courts,  just  as  the  whole  system  was  on  the  eve 
of  dissolution,  compelled  the  I'hiladelphia  friends  to  incessant  vigi- 
lance in  the  care  and  concealment  of  the  unhappy  victims.  Thus 
fheir  hands  and  thoughts  were  wholly  occupied  nntil  the  first  gun 
at  Sumter  proclaimed  freedom  in  the  United  States. 

For  oolleeting  many  of  the  facta  contained  in  this  chapter  we  are 
indebted  to  Jnlia  and  Baohel  Foster,  daughters  of  Heron  Foster, 
who  founded  Thi  FiMwrgk  JHtpakih,  What  an  inspiring  vision 
it  would  have  been  to  the  earnest  women  sittixig  in  that  Convention 
in  1864^  could  tiiej  in  imagination  have  stretched  forward  to  the 
hnght  winter  days  of  1881,  and  seen  these  two  young  girls  taste- 
folly  attired,  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  of  woman's  suffrage,  tripping 
throuf^  the  streets  of  Philadelphia, paper  and  pencil  in  hand,  intent 
on  some  important  errand,  now  here,  now  there,  climbing  up  long 
tliirhts  of  stairs  into  the  oflBces  of  the  various  journals,  to  find  out 
from  the  records  what  Lucretia  Mott,  Frances  Dana  Ga^e,  and 
Ernestine  L.  Rose  had  said  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  before,  about 
the  rights  and  wrongs  of  w^omen.  Turning  over  the  dusty  journals 
hour  after  hour  as  they  copied  page  by  page,  it  would  have  been  a 
pleasing  study  to  watch  their  earnest  faces,  now  sad,  now  ple:ised,  re- 
jecting with  every  changing  sentiment  they  read  the  feelings  of  their 
souls,  just  as  their  diamonds  paled  and  glowed  in  die  changing  light. 

Gould  the  satisfsction  of  these  girls  in  reading  Garrison's  stern 
logic,  Mrs.  Motf  s  repartee  and  earnest  appeal,  and  all  the  arguments 
lyy  which  their  opponents  had  been  fairly  vanquished ;  could  the 
new-bom  dignity  they  realised  in  theeonscious  possession  of  ri^^ts 
and  liberties  once  unknown,  confident  that  full  equality  could  not  be 
long  defened ;  could  all  tiiis  have  been  pre-visioned  by  the  actors 
in  thcne  scenes,  they  would  have  felt  themselves  fully  compensated 
for  the  persecution  and  ridicule  they  had  endured.  And  thus  the 
great  work  of  life  goes  on ;  the  toils  of  one  generation  are  the  joys 
of  the  next.  We  have  reaped  wliat  other  hands  have  planted  ;  let 
us  then  in  turn  pow  honntifully  f<»r  those  who  shall  follow  us,  that 
our  children  may  enter  into  a  broader  inheritance  than  any  le^l 
parchment  (»q  bequeath. 
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Mv  tirst  introduction  to  Mrs.  Weid  was  two  years  after  lier  mar- 
riage, when  she  and  her  htisbAiid  had  retired  from  the  stormj  scenes 
of  the  anti-slaveiy  conflict,  and  in  their  own  home  found  a  hartM>r 
of  rest,  for  quiet  though  aaefol  occupation.  In  oompauy  with  my 
hnsband  and  Oharlee  Stuart,  a  Scotch  Abolitioniat,  we  took  one  of 
ihoae  long  doeelj-oorered  stagee  peenliar  to  New  Jereey,  for  a 
twelve  miles  drire  to  Bellevillo,  where  at  the  door  of  an  old  Dutch- 
built  stone  honae,  Theodore  Weld  and  the  famous  danghters  of 
South  Carolina  gave  QB  a  welcome.  There  was  nothing  attractive 
at  lirst  sight  in  those  plain»  frail  women,  except  their  rich  voices, 
fluent  laiis^uage,  and  Anfjelina's  fine  dark  eyes.  The  house  with  its 
wide  hall,  spacious  apartments,  deep  windows,  and  small  panes  of 
glass  was  severely  destitute  of  all  tasteful,  womanly  touohes,  and 
though  neat  and  orderly,  had  a  cheerless  atmosphere.  Neither  was 
there  one  touch  of  the  artistic  in  the  an-angement  of  tlie  ladies'  liair 
and  dresses.  They  were  just  then  in  the  Graham  dispensation,  and 
the  peculiar  table  arrangements,  with  no  traj  to  mark  the  charmed 
circle  whence  the  usual  beverages  were  dispensed,  the  oold  dishes 
without  a  whiff  of  heat,  or  steam,  gave  one  a  feding  of  atrange- 
nesa;  all  those  delightful  associations  gathering  round  a  covered 
dish  and  hot  heefsteak,  the  tea-pot  and  china  cups  and  sauoen,  were 
missing.  A  cool  evening  in  the  month  of  May,  after  a  long  drive 
had  left  us  in  a  condition  peculiarly  susceptible  to  the  attracticoa 
of  something  hot  and  stimulating ;  but  they  came  not.  There  was 
no  catering  in  this  household  to  the  weaknesses  of  those  who  were 
not  yet  weaned  from  the  flesh-pots  of  I^ypt.  Hie  sharp  edge  of 
our  appetite  somewhat  dulled  with  the  simple  fare,  we  were  thrown 
on  our  own  resources,  and  memoricis  of  teii  and  coffee  for  stimulus. 

After  our  repast,  the  high  discourse  was  sliglitly  intcrnipted  by 
the  appearance  of  the  infant,  Charles  Stuart  Weld,  and  his  formal 
presentation  to  the  distinguished  gentleman  after  whom  he  was 
named.  And  when  Mr.  Weld  told  U3  how  near  the  boy,  in  the  ini- 
tiative  steps  of  his  existence,  came  to  being  sacrificed  to  a  theory, 
the  old  stone  walls  rang  witb  bursts  of  laughter.*  But  the  chilling 


*  It  Boenw  Uieae  inexperienced  parents  had  wmcd  tkemMlTM  irtth  Uw  most  appfovod 
woriu  on  the  constraetion  and  capaclUes  of  infanta,  In  one  of  which  tin  v  found  the 
ataiement  that  the  atomach  of  a  new-born  child  coald  hold  only  OIM  tabluapoonfo]  of 
milk.  Accordingly  the  boy  was  restricted  to  that  amount,  once  an  hoar.  Althoof^h  he 
proteated  agalllBltlltollllllted  supply  by  conttant  watllni;,  and  shrivelled  from  day  to  day 
tttto  %  mtatetPfe  mnminy,  the  nyatem  waa  pmaoed,  until  at  laat  "Sitter  aiwh,"  who  had 
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environments  of  these  noble  people  were  modified  by  the  sinrere 
hospitality  with  which  we  were  received.  My  husband  and  Mr. 
Weld  had  been  clapsinatea  in  Lane  Seminary,  and  were  among  the 
students  who  left  that  institution  when  the  diacussion  of  the  slavery 
question  was  forbidden  by  the  President,  Dr.  Lyman  Beeeher. 
They  talked  with  zest  of  tlioi^e  early  days  until  a  late  hour.  As 
Charles  Stuart  and  the  two  sisters  were  also  go<xl  conversationalists, 
I  listened  with  pleasure  and  profit,  and  during  the  three  days  under 
that  roof  obtained  much  genei'al  knowledge  of  anti-slavery  and 
dmrch  history ;  Tolumes  of  infoniuitioii  were  oondmed  in  those 
^miliar  talks,  of  lasting  benefit  to  me^  who  then  knew  so  little  of 
reforms. 

How  ehanged  was  the  atmosphere  of  that  home  to  me  next  day. 
Tme,  there  were  still  no  ^ctues  on  the  walls,  bnt  the  beantifal  boy 
in  his  hath,  the  sonlight  on  his  golden  hair,  witii  some  new  gnoe  or 
triek  each  day,  snrpassed  what  any  brush  oould  trace.  No  statues 
graced  the  comers ;  but  the  well-built  Northern  hero  of  many 
slavery  battles,  bound  with  the  silken  cords  of  loFe  and  friendship 
to  those  brave  women  from  the  South,  together  sacrificing  wealth 
and  fame  and  ease  for  a  great  principle,  formed  a  group  worthy  the 
genius  of  a  Rogers  to  portray. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet  these  noble  friends  occasion- 
ally in  the  course  of  our  busy  lives,  sometimes  under  their  roof, 
sometimes  under  mine,  and  as,  day  by  day,  the  nobility,  the  trans- 
parency, the  unseltishness  of  their  characters  have  grown  upon  me, 
the  memories  of  the  old  stone  honse  and  its  eare>wom  inmates, 
hare  stood  transfigured  before  me^  with  almost  a  oelestial  radiance. 
In  grouping  the  main  facts  of  this  eventfnl  life,  and  analyzing  the 
impelling  motives  that  made  Angelina  Grimk6  the  heraie  woman 
she  was,  I  can  not  serve  her  memory  better  than  in  giving  the  beau* 
tif nl  tribntes  of  loving  friends  at  the  dose  of  her  life. 

Angelina,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Judge  Grimk6,  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  South  Carolina,  was  bom  in  Charleston,  S.  0., 
February  20,  1805.  From  her  earliest  years,  her  sympathies  were 
with  the  cruelly  treated  race  around  her;  and  when  a  child,  she  had 
her  little  bottle  of  oil,  and  other  simple  medicaments,  with  which 
in  the  darkness  she  would  steal  out  of  the  bouse  to  some  wretched 

had  tlttiiletoiw  for  mmdc  time  that  the  child's  capacUy  was  nnderrated,  thought  she 
would  acsame  the  responslbinty  of  giving  him  for  once  all  the  milk  he  could  take.  What 
he  did  do,  eo  far  oatmeafluri-d  what  the  doctrinaire  said  be  could  do,  that  the  child  was 
teppll7  iMRBiHed  ever  after  to  dadde  for  htBMtf.  The  fltilh  of  fbc  IratUng  p«rrati 
was  thus  visibly  Rhaken  In  oiM  tbeor;-,  and  I  am  Inppjto  add,  111  doe  time  111  many 
others,  regurdlDg  the  Qralnm  qrstem  of  dietetics. 
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creature  who  had  been  terribly  whippe<l,  ainl  do  wlmt  she  could  to 
assuage  his  sufierings.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  she  wa6  aaked  by 
the  rector  of  tbe  Episcopal  chnrch  to  which  her  family  belonged,  tc 
be  oonfirmed— 41  form,  ahe  w«s  told,  which  all  her  oompenioiiB  went 
throng^  as  »  matter  of  oonrae.  Bat  she  iziaiited  on  knowing  the 
meaning  of  this  fonn,  and,  on  reading  it  in  the  Prayer-Bool^  she 
said  she  conld  not  promise  what  was  there  required.  ^'Bot  it  is 
only  a  form,"  she  was  told.  If  with  my  feelings  and  views  as 
they  now  are,  I  ehoald  go  through  that  form,  it  would  he  a  lia  I 
can  not  do  it."  Thia  dngle-heartod  trathfulness,  without  regard  to 
personal  oonseqnences  to  herself,  was  the  key  to  all  her  conduct. 

Some  years  afterward,  nnder  the  influence  of  an  eloqnent  Pi-es- 
byterian  preacher,  her  religions  sensibilities  were  awakened.  Jler 
eyes  were  opened  to  a  new  world.  Through  deeper  and  more  vital 
spiritual  experiences,  she  entered  into  a  new  hfe,  which  took  entire 
possession  of  all  her  faculties.  She  joined  the  Presbyterian  churcli, 
and  carried  into  it  the  fervor  and  strength  of  a  regenerated  nature. 
She  became  a  teacher  in  its  Sunday -seliool,  and  after  a  lapse  of  tifty 
yeiirs,  there  wime  a  letter  from  one  of  her  first  Sunday-school  schul- 
ars,  living  in  Georgia,  to  expre^  thanks  for  the  benetitti  which  her 
instructions  had  been  to  her.  Angelina  soon  endesvored  to  impress 
npon  the  officers  of  the  chnrch  a  sense  of  what  they  shoold  do  for 
the  slaves,  hot  her  pleadings  f<»r  them  foond  no  response.  ''Oonid 
it  then,"  said  she,  "be  a  Ghnidi  of  Christt" 

There  was  in  Gharleston  at  that  time  a  Fdends*  Heeting4ionse^ 
where  there  were  only  two  worshiperS)  and  they  agreed  with  her 
in  rigard  to  alaVeiy.  For  a  year  she  worshiped  there  in  silenoe. 
No  word  was  spoken.  The  two  aged  men,  and  this  young,  acoom^ 
plished,  attractive  woman,  sat  there  under  a  canopy  of  divine  silence, 
BanctiHed  and  blessed  to  her.  At  length  she  felt  that  her  mission 
there  was  ended.  Her  elder  sister,  Sarah,  had  unitetl  with  the 
Friends  in  Philadelphia;  and  she  jcuned  her  in  1830,  giving  up  in 
agony  of  heart  all  the  denr  tie>  that  l)ound  her  to  her  home.  But 
even  in  the  Friends'  Meeting-house,  lier  eye  was  quick  to  see  negro 
seats  where  women  of  the  despiseil  race  were  still  publicly  humili- 
ated. She  and  her  sister  seated  themselves  with  them.  The  Friends 
were  grieved  by  their  conduct,  and  called  them  to  account.  The 
sisters  replied :  "  While  you  put  this  badge  of  degradation  on  onr 
sisters,  we  feel  that  it  is  our  duty  to  share  it  with  them." 

In  1883,  they  attadied  themselves  to  the  American  Anti<^lavery 
Society,  and  lent  their  powerful  aid  to  the  work  which  it  was  doing. 
There  waa  no  more  effective  or  eloqnent  qpeaker  in  the  cause  than 
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Angelina  Gimik€.  She  liad  not  tihoaglit  at  first  of  speaking  iu 
piiblie;  bat  wlierever  she  was,  among  fiiemlB  and  neighbors,  she 
eoQght  relief  to  her  burdened  spirit  bj  testifying  to  the  omel  and 
&tcd  influences  of  sUnreiy.  A  few  women  at  first  came  together  to 
meet  her  and  her  sister  Sarah,  The  nnmbeie  and  the  interest  in- 
creased till  she  became  widelj  known.  She  and  her  sister  talked  to 
them  al)«  lilt  slaTCiy  in  their  own  parlors.  Soon  no  parlors  coold 
hold  the  throngs  tibat  gathered  to  hear  her.  The  small  vestry  of  a 
church  was  given  to  her,  then  a  laige  vestry.  But  this  was  too 
small,  and  the  body  of  the  church  was  opened  to  the  crowd  whicli 
had  been  attracted  by  her.  There,  on  a  ])latform  beneath  the  pul- 
pit, for  the  tirst  time  she  stood  and  spoke  at  what  might  be  called  a 
public  meeting',  though  she  fipoke  only  to  women.  In  the  spring 
of  1S37,  the  .^ibtero  went  through  a  siuiiiar  expfiience  in  Boston, 
speaking  to  women  only.  She  went  to  Lynu  to  address  the  women, 
and  there  men  crowded  in  with  their  wives  and  daughters.  That 
was  the  beginning  of  women's  speaking  to  promiscaouB  assemblies 
hi  Massaehnsetts. 

Hers  was  the  eloquence  of  a  broken  heart.  As  she  gave  way  to 
the  deep  yearnings  of  affection  for  the  mother  that  bore  her,  still  a 
slaveholder,  for  her  brothers  and  sisters^  a  laige  fismily  circle,  and  for 
all  who  had  been  most  closely  bonnd  to  her  by  ties  of  kinibed  and 
nwghborhood,  she  must  have  felt  the  desolation  of  a  soul  disap- 
pointed  and  broken  in  its  dearest  earthly  hopes  and  love.  All  the 
sweet  and  tender  affections  which  intertwine  themsclvos  bo  insepa- 
rably with  the  thought  of  home  had  been  turned  into  instruments  of 
torture.  As  she  thought  of  her  native  citv,  and  t;poke  out  her  feel- 
ings toward  it,  her  language  might  well  remind  one  of  the  lamenta- 
tions of  the  ancient  prophets,  *  O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou  that 
killest  the  prophets,  and  stonest  them  that  are  sent  unto  thee  ! '  But 
this  broken  hciirt  liad  a  higher  life  and  a  mightier  voice  than  can  l)e 
given  or  taken  away  by  any  earthly  aflFection.  While  therefore  she 
often  spoke  with  a  pathos  which  melted  and  subdued  those  who 
Hstened  to  her,  she  also  rose  into  a  loftier  strain,  and  spoke  with 
the  mingled  love  and  sternness  of  a  mesaenger  from  God." 

Paasages  like  the  following  may  give  scnne  idea  of  the  solemnity 
and  power  with  which  she,  who  had  left  all  and  taken  np  her  cross 
in  defence  of  a  poor  and  friendless  race,  could  appesl  to  assembled 
multitudes: 

Tbs  Sdflbrings  of  the  ikvcs  sra  not  only  lnaimierable»  but  they  are  indeserib- 
able.  I  may  punt  the  agony  of  kindred  torn  from  each  other's  arms,  to  meet 
ao  move  in  time;  I  may  depict  tbe  inflictions  of  the  blood-etained  lasb;  bat  I 
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can  not  docribe  the  daily,  boarl7»  ceaaelen  tortiitt,  endured  bj  the  heart  that 
la  eonetantly  trampled  under  the  foot  of  arUtrary  power.   Thia  ia  a  part  of  the 

liorrors  of  slavery  wliich,  I  believe,  no  ono  ha?  ever  attempted  to  delineate.  I 
■wonder  not  at  it;  it  mocks  all  jv)wer  ot"  language.  "Who  can  describe  the  an- 
guish of  that  mind  which  feels  itself  impaled  upon  the  iron  of  arbitrary 
powep— iti  ttTOig,  wiithing,  helpless  victim  I  every  human  aoaoeptibili^  tor- 
tared,  its  eympethiea  ton,  and  atoag,  and  bleeding— alwaja  foA\ug  the  death 
weapon  In  its  heart,  and  yet  not  eo  deqp  M  to  Ull  that  bomanitiy  whidi  ie  made 
the  cutse  of  its  existence  ? 

No  one  who  has  not  been  an  integral  part  of  a  slavchulding  commuDity  can 
have  any  idea  of  ita  abominatlona.  It  ia  a  whited  aepnldire,  Adl  of  dead  men^ 
hoaee  and  all  nncleanoeaa.  Ble-eed  be  God,  the  angel  of  troth  hae  deaeended, 
and  rolled  away  (be  stone  from  the  nMHldl  of  the  sepulchre,  and  sitA  upon  it. 
The  nbominHtions  so  long  hidden  are  now  brought  forth  before  all  Israel  and 
the  sun.  Yes,  the  angel  of  truth  sits  upon  this  stone,  and  it  can  never  be  rolled 
back  again. 

There  ie  a  epirit  abroad  In  thia  country  which  win  not  conaent  to  barter  prin- 
ciple for  an  unholy  peaoe— a  spirit  which  will  not  hide  God's  eternal  princi- 
ples of  ricfht  and  wrong,  but  will  stand  erect  in  the  storm  of  human  passion, 
prt'judice,  and  interest,  holding  forth  the  light  of  truth  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked 
and  perverse  generation;  a  spirit  which  will  never  i'lumbiir  nur  sleep  till 
man  ceaaee  to  hold  dominion  over  Ma  feUuw-creatttrea,  and  the  trump  of 
mdmael  liberty  riogi  in  every  foreet,  and  ie  re«eboed  by  every  mountain  and 
rock. 

"  She  who  spoke  in  tones  like  these  never  lost  one  of  her  purely 
feminine  qualities.  Graceful,  j^entlc,  retinng,  taking  upon  herself 
the  lowliest  dnties  as  if  she  had  been  bom  to  them,  this  woman,  who 
et(>o<I  up  that  her  light  might  shine  on  all,  and  reveal  to  them  the 
terrible  atrocities  of  shivery,  was  like  Jeremy  Taylor's  taper,  which 
cast  ever  a  modest  shadow  round  ibielf.  She  had  a  very  lofty  idea 
of  what  a  woman  should  be.  '  Whatever  it  is  morally  right  for  a 
man  to  do,  it  is  morally  right  for  a  woman  to  do.  I  recognize  no 
rights  but  human  rights.  1  know  nothing  of  men's  rights  and 
women's  rights ;  for  in  Christ  Jesus  there  is  neitiher  nule  nor 
female.'  '  %m  I  am  that  woman  is  not  to  be,  aa  she  baa  been,  a 
mere  ''seoond-hand  agent**  in  the  regeneration  of  a  fallen  world, 
bat  the  acknowledged  equal  and  oo-worker  with  man  in  thia  glorious 
work.  ....  Juat  in  proportion  as  her  moral  and  intelleetnal  capac- 
ities become  enlaiged,  she  will  rise  higher  and  bigher  in  the  scroll 
of  creation,  until  ahe  reaches  that  elevation  prepared  for  her  by  her 
Maker,  and  upon  whose  summit  she  was  originally  stationed,  only 
*  a  little  lower  than  the  angels.' " 

In  the  darkest  hours  of  that  fearful  conflict  with  slavery  in  which 
ahe  was  engaged,  when  its  advocates  were  everywhere  met  with. 
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Tiolence,  and  tlireatened  with  death,  she  wrote  to  William  Llojd 
Oarrisoii  aa  foUowa : 

I  cio  hardly  eiprcM  to  thee  the  deep  and  folemn  interest  with  which  I  bsTe 
viewed  the  yiolent  proceedings  of  tbe  laet  few  weeks.  Although  I  expected  op- 
position, yet  I  was  not  prepared  for  it  ^=0  «oon  ;  it  took  me  by  surprise,  and  I 
greatly  feared  the  Abolitionists  would  be  driven  back  in  the  first  onset  and 
thrown  into  concision.  I  waa  afraid  of  even  opening  one  of  tbj  papers  lest  I 
Bhonld  Bee  f  ome  indloatione  of  a  oompnmise,  Kmie  sonenderi  some  palliatioiu 
But  I  read  thy  appeal  to  the  dtizens  of  Hoeton,  and  found  my  tun  were  utterly 
^roundlo-f*.  and  that  thou  stootlost  firm  in  the  midst  of  the  Storm,  detoinined 
to  Buffer  and  to  die  rather  than  yield  one  inch  ! 

Religious  persecution  always  begins  with  mobs;  it  is  always  unprecedented 
in  soy  age  or  ooontiy  in  whibh  It  commences,  and  thenfbre  there  afe  no  hkwa 
by  which  Tefimners  csa  be  ponlebed;  oonseqnently,  a  lawless  band  of  unprinci- 
pled men  determine  to  take  the  matter  into  their  hands,  and  act  out  in  mobs 
w  hat  they  know  are  tlic  principles  of  a  large  majority  of  those  who  are  too  high 
in  Church  and  State  to  cotidescend  lo  mingle  with  them,  though  they  secretly 
approve  end  n^oice  over  their  violent  meesuies.  The  ilrst  martyr  who  enr 
died  wss  stoned  by  a  lawlew  mob ;  and.  If  we  look  at  tbe  rise  of  varioos  sccta— 
Methodists,  Friends,  etc.— we  shall  find  that  mobs  began  the  per!«ecadon  against 
them  ;  and  it  was  not  until  after  the  people  had  tlius  spoken  out  their  wishes 
that  laws  were  framed  to  fine,  imprison,  or  destroy  them.  Let  us,  then,  be  pre- 
pared for  the  enactment  of  Iswa,  even  in  our  free  States,  against  Abolitionists. 
And  how  ardently  .has  the  prayer  been  breathed  that  God  would  ilt  us  ibr  all 
He  is  preparing  for  us  I 

My  mind  has  been  especially  turned  toward  those  who  arc  standing  in  the 
fore-front  of  the  battle ;  and  the  prayer  has  gone  up  for  their  preservation,  not 
the  preservation  of  thdr  lives,  but  the  preservation  of  their  minds  in  humility 
and  patimiee,  ftith,  hope,  and  charity,  that  charity  whidi  Is  the  bond  of  perfect- 
ness.  If  persecution  is  the  means  which  God  has  ordained  for  the  accompHsh- 
nierit  of  this  great  end— emancipation — then,  in  dependence  upon  Him  for 
strtngth  to  bear  it,  I  feel  as  if  I  could  say,  let  it  come  ;  for  it  is  my  deep,  sol- 
emn conviction  that  this  is  a  cause  worth  dying  for.  At  one  time,  I  thought 
this  system  would  be  overthrown  in  blood,  with  the  confused  noise  of  the  war- 
rior; but  a  hope  gleams  across  my  mind  that  our  blood  will  be  spilt  instead  of 
the  slaveholders' ;  that  our  lives  will  be  tfikrn,  nnd  theirs  spired.  T  snyahope; 
for  of  all  things  I  desire  to  be  spared  the  anguish  of  seeing  our  beloved  country 
desolated  with  the  horrors  of  a  servile  war. 

• 

These  words  were  written  by  one  who  was  staading  uot  apart  in 
8  place  of  safety,  but  in  the  foramoet  post  of  daDger,  and  who  knew 
that  she  was  as  likely  as  any  one  to  share  in  the  martyrdom  which 
she  foresaw.   The  spirit  which  dictated  these  sentenoes  went  through 

h«P  whole  life  as  its  ruling  influence. 

"There  is  the  eounigc  of  the  mariner  who  liullets  the  angry 
waves.  There  is  the  courage  of  the  warrior  who  marches  np  to  the 
cannon's  mouthy  coolly  pressing  forward  amidst  engines  of  deetruo- 
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tioa  on  every  side.  But  hers  was  a  courage  greater  than  theira 
She  not  only  faced  death  at  the  hands  of  stealthy  assiis?-ins  and 
howling  mobs  in  her  loyalty  to  truth,  duty,  and  humanity,  l»iit  she 
encoantered  unflinchingly  the  awful  frowns  of  the  mighty  conseciii- 
ted  leaden  of  aocietj,  the  scoffs  and  sneers  of  the  multitude,  the 
<mt8tietdied  finger  of  eoom,  «d  tbe  whiipered  mookeiy  of  pity, 
etanding  up  for  the  lowest  of  the  low.  Nvrtored  in  the  rery  bosom 
of  aUTerf,  by  her  own  obaer^atioiiand  thov^^tyOf  one  thing  she  be- 
came certain,  that  it  was  a  falae^  cmel,  aoeoned  reUition  between 
bumao  beings.  And  to  this  eon^ietion,  from  the  very  bndding  of 
her  womanhood,  she  was  tme." 

"  Well  do  I  rememl>er,*'  said  one,  "  when,  after  tiie  American 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  founded  in  1833,  bad  battled  for  a  year  or  two 
with  the  combined  forces  of  the  mob,  the  press,  and  the  commercial, 
political,  and  ecclesiastical  authorities,  and  it  was  said  in  the  highe^t 
quarters  that  we  had  only  exasperated  the  slaveholders,  and  made  all 
the  North  sympathize  with  them,  when  the  storm  of  public  indiirnn- 
tion,  gathering  over  the  whole  heavens,  was  black  upon  us,  and  we 
were  comparatively  only  a  handful,  there  appeared  in  tiie  Anti- 
Skivery  office  in  New  York  this  mild,  modest,  soft-speaking  woman, 
then  in  the  prime  of  her  beauty,  delicate  as  the  lily-of-the-valley. 
She  placed  in  my  hands  a  roll  of  manuscript,  beautifully  written.  It 
was  her  '  Appeal  to  the  Christian  Women  of  the  South.'  It  was  like 
a  patch  of  blue  sky  breaking  through  that  storm  cloud."  The  man- 
uscript was  passed  round  among  the  members  of  our  Executive 
Committee,  and  read  with  wet  etyes.  The  Society  printed  it  in 
a  pamphlet  of  thirty-siz  pages,  and  drcnlated  it  widely.  It  made  its 
author  a  foroed  exile  from  her  native  State,  but  it  touched  bearta 
that  had  been  proof  against  everything  else.  I  remember  that  the 
Quairter^  AnUJShoety  Magaame  iat  October,  1886^  said  of  it 
something  to  this  effect : 

This  eloqaent  pamphlet  is  from  the  pea  of  a  sister  of  the  late  Thomas  S. 
Qiiink^  of  Cbartastoo,  &  0.  W«  nsed  hardly  say  nonoT  ft  Hun  that  It  is 
written  with  that  pceoliar  feHdty  and  unetioa  wUoh  cbanotefiaed  tbe  works 

ef  ber  lamented  brother.  Among  uiti-Blaverj  writings  there  are  two  classes, 
one  specially  adapted  to  make  new  converts,  the  other  to  strengthen  theold.  Wo 
can  not  exclude  Miss  Grimk^'s  Appeal  from  either  class.  It  belongs  pre-emi- 
Dently  to  the  fiarmer.  The  oooverta  that  will  be  made  by  it,  we  have  no  dottbt» 
will  be  not  on^  nnmoioiia,  but  thoraogb-going. 

''Many  of  us  remember,"  said  another,  '*with  what  awalcenlng  power 
such  God-inspired  souls  have  roused  us  from  the  apathy  of  our  lives. 
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Some  great  wrong,  like  elaTerj,  over  which  the  world  had  slept  for 
agea,  becomes  ihos  revealed  to  the  clearer  yision.  Slavery,  war,  in- 

temperance,  licentiousness,  injustice  to  woman,  have  thus  one  after 
anotlier  been  lirou^'ht  to  the  lijjht,  as  violations  of  God's  eternal 
laws.  The  soul  of  Angelina  (rrimke,  and  that  of  her  sister  Sarah, 
were  in  vital  sympathy  with  all  attempts  to  reform  these  great 
wronnfs;  but  the  one  M'hich  then  had  pre-eminence  above  all  was 
human  slavery.  All  of  us  who  are  advanced  in  years  can  recall  with 
what  almost  overwhelming  effect  the  appeals  of  our  beloved  and 
lamented  Garrison  first  came  to  our  minds.  The  conscience  of  the 
community  was  slumbering  over  this  sin :  his  utterances  stung  it  to 
frenzy.  In  the  midst  of  it,  and  in  the  heartiest  response  to  his  appeals, 
came  the  gentle,  calm  voices  of  Sarah  and  Angelina  Grimkc,  enforc- 
ing those  appeals  by  facts  of  their  own  observation  and  experience.  * 
I  have  said  that  their  nature  was  foil  of  tendemesa  and  oompaaaiim ; 
bnt,  in  addition  to  this,  Angelina,  especially,  posaetsed  a  rare  g^ft  of 
eloquence,  a  calm  power  of  persoaaion,  a  magnetie  inflnenee  over 
those  that  listened  to  her,  which  carried  conviction  to  hearta  that 
nothing  before  had  reached."  ^  I  shall  never  forget  .the  wonderful 
manifestatiGrn  of  thia  power  during  six  successive  evenings  in  what 
was  then  called  the  Odeon,  at  the  comer  of  Franklin  and  Federal 
Streets.  It  was  the  old  Boston  Theater,  which  had  been  converted 
into  a  music  hall,  the  four  galleries  rising  above  the  auditorium  all 
crowded  with  a  silent  audience,  carried  away  with  the  calm,  simple 
eloquence  which  narrated  what  she  and  her  sister  liad  seen  from 
their  earliest  days.  And  yet  this  Odeon  scene,  the  audience  so  qniot 
and  intensely  absorbed,  oecnrred  at  the  moRt  onflamed  period  of  the 
anti-?!avcry  contest.  Tlie  etiective  agent  in  this  phenomenon  was 
Augeliuufe  serene,  commanding  eloquence,  a  wonderful  gift,  which 
enchiuned  attention,  disarmed  prejudice,  and  carried  her  hearers 
with  her."' 

Wkmdell  Piuijjps  said : 

FHenda,  this  life  carries  us  back  to  the  first  chapter  of  that  great 
movement  wifli  whidi  the  name  of  Angelina  Gximk^  is  associated — 
when  our  dties  roared  with  riot,  when  William  JUoyd  Garrison 

was  dragged  through  the  streets,  when  Dresser  was  mobbed  in 
Nashville,  and  Mackintosh  burned  in  St.  Louis.  At  that  time,  the 
hatred  toward  Abolitioniata  waa  so  bitter  and  merciless  that  the 
friends  of  Lovejoy  left  his  grave  a  long  time  unmarked ;  imd  at  last 
ventured  to  put.  with  his  name,  on  his  tomb??tone,  only  this  piteous 
entreaty:  Jam  j^ro6  tepuUo,  "Spare  him  now  iu  his  grave." 
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We  were  but  a  handful  then,  and  oar  words  beat  against  the  itony 
public  a*  powerless  as  if  ageiiiBt  the  north  wind.   We  got  no  Bjm- 

pathy  from  most  Northern  men :  their  consciences  were  seared  as 
with  a  hot  iron.  At  this  time,  a  vonnjDr  prl  came  froTn  the  proudest 
State  in  the  slave-holding  section.  She  come  to  lay  on  the  altar  of 
this  despised  cause,  this  seemingly  hopeless  crusade,  hoth  family  and 
friends,  the  best  social  position,  a  high  place  in  the  church,  genius, 
and  many  gifts.  No  man  at  this  day  can  know  the  gratitude  we  felt 
for  this  help  from  such  an  unexpected  source.  After  Uiis  came 
James  G.  Bimey  from  the  South,  and  many  able  and  influential 
men  and  women  joined  vs.  At  lait  John  Brown  laid  hia  life^  the 
crowning  sacrifioe,  on  the  altar  of  the  oanse.  Bat  no  man  who  ra- 
memben  1887  and  its  lowering  cloada  will  deny  that  there  was 
hardly  any  eontribntion  to  the  anti-slavery  movement  greater  or 
more  impressive  than  the  cmsade  of  these  Grimh^  nsters  from 
South  Carolina  through  the  Kew  England  States. 

Gifted  with  rare  eloquence,  she  swept  the  chords  of  the  human 
heart  with  a  power  that  has  never  been  surpassed,  and  rarely  equal- 
ed. I  well  remember,  evening  after  evening,  listening  to  eloquence 
eueh  as  never  then  had  l>een  heard  from  a  woman.  Her  own  hard 
cxjtenencc,  the  long,  lonely,  intellectual  and  moral  struggle  from 
which  she  came  out  conqueror,  had  ripened  her  power,  and  her 
wondrous  faculty  of  laying  bare  her  own  heart  to  reach  the  hearts 
of  others,  shone  forth  till  she  carried  us  all  captive.  She  was  the 
first  woman  to  whom  the  halls  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature 
were  opened.  My  friend,  James  C.  Alvord,  was  the  ooursgeoua 
cfaainnan  who  broke  that  door  open  for  the  anti-alavery  women. 
It  give  Hiss  Grimk^  the  opportunity  to  speak  to  the  best  culture 
and  character  of  Msssaohnsetts;  and  the  profound  impression  then 
made  on  a  class  not  often  In  onr  meetings  was  never  whoUy 
lost  It  was  not  only  the  testimony  of  one  most  competent  to 
speak,  but  it  was  the  profound  religious  experience  of  one  who  had 
broken  out  of  the  charmed  drole,  and  whose  intense  earnestness 
melted  all  opposition.  The  converts  she  made  needed  no  after- 
training.  It  was  when  you  saw  she  was  opening  some  secret  record 
of  her  own  experience,  that  the  painful  silence  and  breathless  inter- 
est told  the  deep  effect  and  hasting  impression  iier  words  were  mak- 
ing on  minds,  that  afterward  never  rested  in  their  work. 

In  1840,  '41,  this  anti-slavery  movement  was  broken  in  halves  by 
the  woman  »|uestion.  The  people  believed  in  the  silence  of  women. 
But,  when  the  Grimk(53  went  throuuh  New  England,  such  was  the 
overpowering  influence  with  which  they  swept  the  churches  that 
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men  did  not  remember  this  dogma  till  after  they  had  gone.  When 
tliey  left,  and  the  spell  weakened,  some  woke  to  the  idea  that  it  was 
wrong  for  a  woman  to  Bpeak  to  a  public  assembly.  The  wakening 
of  old  prejudice  to  Its  combat  witb  new  oonvictionfi  was  a  fearful 
Btorm.  Bnt  she  bore'  it,  when  it  broke  at  last,  with  the  intrepidity 
with  whidi  the  rarmonnted  every  obstacle.  By  the  instinctiTe  keen* 
nesB  of  her  eonsdenee,  she  only  needed  to  see  troth  to  recognise  it^ 
as  the  flower  tains  to  the  enn.  God  had  tonched  that  sonl  so  that 
it  needed  no  special  ciromnstance,  no  word  of  warning  or  instrno- 
tion  from  those  about  her ;  for  she  was  ever  self-poised. 

When  I  think  of  her,  there  comes  to  me  the  picture  of  the  spot- 
less dove  in  the  tempest,  as  she  battles  with  the  storm,  seeking  for 
some  place  to  rest  her  foot.  She  reminds  me  of  innocence  personi- 
fied in  Spencer's  poem.  In  her  gu'lhood,  alone,  heart-led,  she  com- 
forts tlie  slave  in  his  quarters ;  mentally  struggling  with  the  prob- 
lems his  position  wakes  lier  to.  Alone,  not  confused,  but  seeking 
gomething  to  lean  on,  she  grasps  the  Church,  which  proves  a  broken 
reed.  No  whit  (lisheartened,  she  turns  from  one  sect  to  another, 
trying  each  bv  the  infallible  touchstone  of  that  clear,  childlike  con- 
science.  The  two  old  lonely  Quakers  in  their  innocence  rest  her 
foot  awhile.  But  the  eager  soul  must  work,  not  rest  in  testi- 
mony. Coming  North,  at  last,  she  maktt  her  own  religion, — one 
of  sscrifioe  and  toSL  Breaking  away  from,  rising  above  all  forms^ 
the  dove  floats  at  last  in  the  bine  sky  where  no  donds  reach. 

And  thna  exiled  from  her  native  dtj,  she  goes  forth  with  her 
sister  to  seek  the  spot  where  she  can  most  effectually  strike  at  the 
institntion.  Were  I  to  single  ont  the  moral  and  intellectnal  trait 
which  most  won  me,  it  was  her  serene  indifference  to  the  judgment 
of  those  about  her.  Self-poised,  she  seemed  morally  sufficient  to 
herself.  Her  instincts  were  all  so  clear  and  right  she  could  trust 
their  lesson.  But  a  clear,  wide,  patient  submission  to  all  suggestion 
and  influence  preceded  opinion,  and  her  public  addresses  were  re. 
irarkable  for  the  fullne?;s  and  clearripss  of  the  arguments  they  uiged. 
She  herself  felt  truths,  liut  patiently  ari^ued  them  to  others. 

The  testimony  she  ju^ave  touching  slavery  was,  as  she  termed  it, 
"  the  wail  of  a  broken-hearted  child."  It  was  known  to  a  few  that 
the  pictures  she  drew  were  of  her  own  fireside.  That  loviui;  heart! 
how  stem  a  sense  of  duty  must  have  wrunp:  it  before  she  was  willing 
to  open  that  record  I  But  with  sublime  fidclitj',  with  entire  self- 
sacrifice,  she  gave  all  die  could  to  the  great  argument  that  was  to 
wake  a  nation  to  duty.  Listen  to  Ihe  feaifbl  indictment  she  records 
against  the  system.  And  this  was  not  alareiy  in  its  most  brntal, 
26 
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fej^daive  form.  It  was  sUveiy  hid  in  hizniy,  when  refinement 
seemed  to  temper  some  of  its  worst  elements.  Bat,  with  keen  srose 
of  right,  eyen  a  child  of  a  docen  years  saw  through  the  veO,  saw 
the  system  in  its  inherent  vileness,  saw  the  real  cnree  of  slavery  in 
the  hardened  heart  of  the  slave-holder.  * 

A  few  jears  of  active  life,  extensive  and  most  influential  labor, 
many  sheaves  and  a  rich  harvest,  God's  blessing  on  her  service,  then 
illness  barring  her  from  the  platfonn.  How  serenely  she  took  tq> 
the  cross !  So  specially  endowed  \  men  bowing  low  so  readily  to 
the  power  and  niaLric  of  her  words ;  she  could  not  but  have  seen 
the  grand  possibilities  that  were  opening  before  her.  How  peace- 
fully she  accepted  the  bond,  and  set  herself  to  training  others  for 
the  work  a^ain.-^t  which  her  own  door  was  shut!  East,  West,  North, 
and  South,  come  uj>  to  give  testimony  that  these  later  years  bore 
ample  fruit.  How  many  souls  have  cause  to  thank  that  enforced 
silence!  I  have  listened  to  sucii  testimonies,  spoken  sometimes  in 
tears,  on  the  shores  of  the  (ireat  Lakes  and  beyond  the  Mississippi." 

From  the  following  facts  and  anecdotes  told  by  her  husband,  we 
see  that  Angelina  united  with  the  highest  moral  hofoism,  the  phys- 
ical oonrage  and  coolness  in  the  hoar  of  danger  that  bat  few  men 
can  boast.  Theodore  D.  Weld,  in  his  published  sketch,  says : 

Though  high  physical  oourago  is  also  fairly  inferrable  from  her  aati-elavery 
career,  yet  only  thoM  most  with  hsr  la  Hli»*t  practical  aifidn  can  appreciate  hor 
aelf-poiac  in  daiigw.  Peril  was  to  her  a  sedative ;  it  calmed  and  girded  her, 

bringing  out  every  resource,  and  making  self-command  absolute.  She  knew 
tintliini^  of  that  flutter  which  conftises.  Great  danger  instantly  brought  thought 
auii  feeling  to  a  focus,  and  held  them  there.  Several  perilous  emergeDcics  iu  her 
life  are  vivid^  recaPad  aodi  aa  being  overturned  while  in  a  carriage  widi  a  child 
in  her  arms,  the  hone  meanwhile  Honnderiag  amid  the  dOrtt,  a  shaft  biokca, 
and  dash-board  kicked  into  splinters.  At  another  time,  shots  at  the  road-side 
set  off  ilic  liorips  in  a  run,  Seein!?  her  hn^band,  in  his  stru^'L'lt"  to  rein  them 
in,  jerked  up  from  his  seat  and  held  thus  braced  and  half-stanUm||,  she  caught 
hiin  round  the  waist,  adding  her  weight  to  his,  and  thus  enabled  him  to  pull 
the  harder,  till  the  eteady,  sileat  tog  upon  the  reins  tamed  down  the  ateeds. 
Her  residence  aft  Belleville,  N.  J.,  had  no  near  neighbors,  stood  back  from  Ae 
TOad,  and  was  nearly  liidden  by  trees  and  shrubbery.  Tlie  old  stone  structure^ 
•dating  back  to  ITOO,  was  known  as  the  *'  haunted  hou^L'. "  Bdntj  very  larf»c,  with 
Ibarn,  sheds,  and  several  out-houses,  it  was  specially  attractive  to  stragglers  uiid 
1l>nfglara.  Stories  bad  been  long  afloat  of  ontragee  perpetrated  there,  amodiB  which 
was  a  murder  a  century  before,  with  a  burglary  and  robbery  more  recent.  Wo 
had  not  been  long  there,  when  one  night  Ajigelina,  waked  by  su-picion-^  noisea, 
li-tened,  till  certain  that  a  burglar  must  be  in  the  house.  Then,  stealing  softly 
from  the  room,  slic  struck  a  light,  and  explored  from  cellar  to  attic,  looking 
into  doaeta,  behind  doon.  and  onder  beds.  For  a  stight,  weak  woman,  hardly 
able  to  lift  aa  empty  tea-kettle,  thus  to  dare,  ahowa,  whatfiar  wa  call  it  coonge 
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or  presumption,  at  least  the  absence  of  all  fear.  None  of  the  family  knew  of 
thia  fact,  nntil  an  aeddent  long  after  ferealed  it. 

Some  years  after  thi»,  when  visiting  in  a  friend's  family  in  the  abae&ce  of 

the  parents,  sbe  often  took  the  children  to  ride.  Upon  returning  one  day, 
she  saitl  to  the  cook,  "  Maggie,  jump  in,  and  I'll  give  you  a  ride  "  So  away 
they  went.  Soon  a  by-road  struck  oil'  from  the  main  one.  Turning  iu  to  ex- 
plore it,  she  fbond  ibat  it  na  a  long  way  paralkl  to  the  railroad.  Suddenly 
Maggie  screamed :  "  0  missus  1  I  forgot.  This  la  just  the  time  for  the  express, 
and  this  is  the  horse  that's  awful  afraid  of  the  cars,  and  nobody  can  V.n]d  liim. 
Oh,  dear,  dear!"    Seeing  Magt!;ic's  fright,  she  instantly  turned  back,  saying. 

Now,  Maggie,  if  the  train  shuuM  come  before  we  get  back  to  the  turn,  do 
Jtni  what  I  tell  you,  and  ni  bring  you  out  mA."  "  Oh,  yea,  minna  I  I  wilt  I 
I  will  1  **  **  Mark,  now.  Don't  scream ;  doat  touch  the  rrins ;  don*t  Jump  out ; 
■'twill  kill  you  dead  if  you  do.  Listen,  and,  as  soon  as  you  hear  the  cars  com- 
ing, drop  down  on  the  bottom  of  the.  wagon.  Don't  look  out;  keep  your  eyes 
and  mouth  shut  tight.  I'll  tuke  core  of  you.''  Down  flat  dropped  Maggie  on 
the  bottom,  without  waiting  to  hear  the  train.  Soon  Hie  eteam-wblatle  icreamed 
in  front,  ittrtead  of  rear,  as  expected  I  Short  aboot  she  tiuned  the  hotse*  and 

away  he  sprang,  the  express  tlmndcrint:  in  the  rear.  For  a  mile  the  road  was 
a  strtvirrht,  dead  level,  and  right  along  the  track.  At  utmost  speed  the  frantic 
animal  strained  on.  On  plunged  the  train  behind.  Neither  gained  nor  lost. 
JSto  soond  came  but  the  roahlng  of  steed  and  train.  It  was  n  rsoe  far  Hfe,  and 
the  blood  horse  won.  Then,  as  the  road  turned  from  the  track  np  ft  long  abpe, 
the  train  shot  by,  taming  the  horse's  fright ;  but,  as  his  blood  was  up,  she  kept 
him  hard  pushed  to  the  cre«it  of  the  slope,  then  slacked  his  pace,  and  headed 
him  homeward.  Faithful  Maggie  atnck  £ut  to  her  promise  and  to  the  wagon- 
bottom,  until  told,  '*It^  an  over,**  whtn  ilie  bndn  dieooe  witii  her  wonder- 
ments. When  she  got  home  the  Utchen  tang  with  eadamations.  That  race 
was  long  her  standing  topic,  she  always  insisting  that  she  wasn't  seared  a  bit, 
not  she,  because  she  "  kncsr  the  missus  wasn't." 

While  living  in  New  Jersey,  word  came  that  a  colored  man  and  his  wife, 
who  had  just  oooie  to  the  towndiip,  were  lying  sick  of  maUgnnnt  small-pox, 
«nd  that  none  of  their  nsighboM  dared  go  to  them.  She  immediataly  sought 
tikem  out,  and  found  them  in  a  deplorable  plight,  neither  able  to  do  anything 
for  the  other,  and  at  once  became  to  them  eyes,  hands,  feet,  nurse,  care-taker 
and  servant  in  all  needed  offices ;  and  (has,  relieved  in  nursing  and  watch- 
ing by  a  friend,  her  patients  wtre  dble*  aflnr  three  days,  to  minister  in  part 
to  each  other.  Meanwhile,  no  neighbor  approached  them. 

Some  striking  traits  were  scarcely  known,  except  by  her  spedal  intimates ; 
and  they  were  never  many.  Her  fidelity  in  friendship  was  imperishable. 
Friends  might  break  with  her;  she  never  broke  with  them,  whatever  the 
wrong  they  had  done  her.  She  never  atood  upon  dignity,  nor  exacted  apology, 
nor  teeeoted  an  unkindness,  though  keenly  IheHng  it ;  and,  if  falsely  aecnsed, 
answered  nothing.  She  never  spoke  dispara^^g^  of  others,  unless  clearest 
duty  exacted  it.  Gossips,  tattlers,  and  backbiters  were  her  trinity  of  horrors. 
Her  absolute  truthfulness  was  shown  in  the  smallest  things.  With  a  severe 
sincerity,  it  was  applied  to  all  those  customs  looked  upon  as  mere  fiwrns  inyolr- 
ing  no  prindiAe-Hiustoms  exacdng  the  utterance  of  wlwt  is  not  mesnt,  of 
^shes  unlS^  sheer  deceptions.  She  never  invited  a  vldt  or  call  not  desired. 
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If  ihe  Mdd,**BMj  logger,"  flie  wwcb  Ydeed  ft  wMi  Mt.  She  eoold  not  be 
brought  uwlar  bondage  to  anj  vngo  or  custom,  any  party  watch-word,  or  tbib- 
boleth  of  H  speculative  creed,  or  any  mode  uf  dress  or  address.  In  Charleston, 
she  was  exact  in  her  Quaker  costume,  because,  to  the  last  punctilio,  it  was  an 
anti-«lavery  document;  and  for  that  she  would  gladly  make  any  sacrifice  of 
penoiMl  oomlbrt.  But,  oiBoog  tbo  '^Friondt*'  in  Pbihidelpbk«  tbo  woold  not 
wear  an  article  of  dress  which  caused  her  physica]  inconvenience,  though  it 
might  be  dictated  by  the  universal  usage  of  "  Friends."  Upon  first  exchanging 
the  warmth  of  a  Carolina  winter  for  the  zero  of  a  Northern  one,  she  found  the 
'  regulation"  bonnet  of  the  "  Friends  a  very  slight  protection  from  the  cold. 
80  abe  ordered  one  mode  of  fbr.  buge  enoqgb  to  protect  botb  bead  and  &ce. 
For  this  departure  from  usage,  she  was  admonished,  *'It  WM  a  grief  to 
'Friends,'"  "It  looked  like  pride  and  Belf-will,"  " It  was  an  evil  example.  ' 
etc.  While  adhering  strictly  to  the  principles  of  "  Friends,"  neither  slie  nor 
her  sister  Sarah  could  conform  to  all  their  distinctive  usaguii,  nur  accept  all 
tbeir  rake.  Ocneeqniitjy,  tfidr  ezamplee  wera  regarded  ae  qniet  proteeta 
againet  some  of  tbe  eettled  cnstoms  of  the  Society.  Such  they  Mt  bound  to 
make  thera  in  word  and  act.  Thus  they  protested  against  the  nc<rro-«eat  in 
their  raeetinij-housc,  bv  making'  it  their  seat.  Thev  al«o  frit  onstraini d  to 
testify  against  a  rule  requiring  that  no  Friend  should  publish  a  book  without 
tbe  eanotion  of  Uia  Meeting  Ibr  Snflbringa  " ;  so,  also,  tbe  rale  tibat  any  one 
wbo  ebonld  marry  out  of  the  Society  should,  unless  penitent,  be  dieowned. 
Ci)nsoqiK'ntIv,  whon  Angelina  thus  married,  she  was  disowned,  as  was  Sarah 
for  sanctioning  the  marri;i_'<  by  Iht  presence.  Tlic  committee  who  '  dealt  " 
witli  them  for  those  vioiations  of  the  rule,  said  that  if  they  would  "  express  re- 
gret," they  would  reliefe  tbe  meeting  from  tbe  palnftd  woftAtj  of  dlaoiroing 
tbem.  Tbe  liatera  repfied  tbat,  ibding  no  ^ret,  they  ooold  ezpresa  none ; 
adding  that,  as  they  had  always  openly  declared  their  disapproval  of  the  mle^ 
they  couH  neither  repret  their  violation  of  it,  nor  neglect  so  fit  an  occasion  for 
thus  emphasizing  their  convictions  by  tbeir  acts ;  adding  that  they  honored  tbe 
^  Friends  **  all  tbe  more  liar  tbat  Uddity  wbicb  oonetndned  tbem  to  do^  bow- 
em  painful,  wbat  tbey  beUered  to  be  tbdr  duty. 

Angelina's  Appeal  to  the  Christian  Women  of  the  South"  ''made  her  a 
forced  exile  from  her  native  StHte.'*  As  she  never  voluntarily  epokc  of  what 
she  had  done  or  suffered,  few,  if  any,  of  the  Abolitionists,  either  knew  then,  or 
know  now,  tiiat  tbe  was  reaUy  exiled  by  an  Act  of  the  Cbarlestoa  dty  govern- 
ment Wlien  bar  Appeal**  came  out,  a  large  number  of  copies  were  cent  by 
mail  to  South  Carolina.  Most  of  them  were  publicly  burned  by  postmasters. 
Not  long  after  this,  the  city  nntlinritics  IcMrntMl  thnt  Mit«8  Grimkc  wa.s  inten<l- 
ing  to  visit  her  mother  and  sisters,  and  pass  the  winter  with  them.  Thcreu|)on 
the  mayor  of  Charleston  called  upon  Mrk  Grimke,  and  desired  her  to  inform 
ber  deleter  tbat  tbe  police  bad  been  Instmcted  to  pnnnt  ber  bmding  wbile 
tbe  steamer  remained  in  port*  and  to  see  to  it  that  she  should  nut  communicate, 
by  letter  or  otherwise,  with  any  persons  in  the  city ;  and,  further,  that  if  she 
should  elude  their  vigilance,  and  go  on  shore,  she  would  be  arrested  and  im- 
prisoned, until  the  return  of  the  steamer.  Her  Charleston  friends  at  once  con- 
veyed to  ber  tbe  meesHie  of  tbe  mayors  and  added  tbat  Ae  people  of  Cbarka- 
ton  were  so  incensed  against  her.  that  If  aba  •booUgOtbere,  despite  the  mayoi'a 
threat  of  pains  and  penaltiea,  she  could  not  eee^ia  psnonal  violence  at  the 
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hands  of  the  mob.  She  replied  to  the  letter,  that  her  going  wnuld  doubtless 
compromise  her  family;  not  only  distress  them,  but  put  thera  in  i>€ril,  which 
she  bad  neither  heart  nor  right  to  do;  but  for  that  fact,  she  would  certainly 
«»ndM  lur  constiliidaittl  right  as  an  Amerioan  dtiieo,  and  go  to  Charleitaa 
to  vliit  her  relativw,  and,  if  tat  that  tlia  anfhoritiea  aboald  iaJBot  nfMm  bar 
pains  and  penalities,  she  would  willingly  bear  them,  assured  that  sach  an  out- 
rage would  help  to  reveal  to  the  free  States  the  fact  that  slaTaiy  doflea  and 
tramples  alike  constitutions  and  laws,  and  thus  outlaws  itael£ 

Vh«D  tiia  American  Aati-BlaTaKy  Bodaty  mote  to  Ifiaa  Qifin]G6,  fBTiting  her 
to  Tint  New  York  dty,  and  bold  meetliigs  in  private  pailora  witli  Cbriatiaii 
women,  on  the  subject  of  slarery,  upon  reading  their  letter,  she  handed  it  to 
her  sister  Sarah,  saying,  "  I  feel  this  to  be  God's  call.  I  can  not  decline  it." 
A  long  conversation  followed,  the  details  of  which  I  received  from  Sarah  not 
long  after;  and,  aa  they  preaent  vii^dlj  tiw  mailEed  characteriatica  of  both 
aiateiB,  I  give  in  aubataaoe  anch  aa  I  can  recalL 

A— But  you  know  tiiat  yon  are  oooatitiitionally  retiring,  aeif-diatmatftd, 
earily  cmbarraaaad.  Ton  Imtc  a  mofbid  ahrinUng  flom  whaterer  woold  make 

you  conspicuous. 

A. — Yes,  you  have  drawn  me  to  the  life.  I  confess  that  I  have  all  that,  and 
yet  at  times  I  have  nothing  of  it.  I  know  that  I  am  diffident  about  assuming 
veaponaiUlitiea;  bvfc  wiien  I  Ibai  tiial  anything  ia  mina  to  do^  no  matter  whal^ 
then  I  baTe  no  ftar. 

flf. — You  are  going  among  strangers,  you  wear  strange  garments,  speak  in  a 
strange  language,  will  be  in  circumstances  wholly  novel,  and  about  a  work  that 
you  never  attempted,  and  most  of  those  who  will  listen  to  you  have  prejudices 
ngninat  Aba9itioniati»  and  alao  against  a  womanli  apeaklng  to  any  andienee. 
Now  in  all  there  embanaMing  eirenmatancea,  and  in  your  lack  of  aelf-oonfldenea 
when  you  come  to  face  an  unsympathizing  audience,  does  not  it  seem  likely 
that  you  will  find  It  impoeaible  to  apeak  to  edification,  and  thoa  will  be  forced 
to  give  it  up  altogether  ! 

J.— Yea,  it  eaema  preaomptnona  fer  ma  to  undertake  it;  bat  yet  I  can  not 
reibse  to  do  it  The  conHetion  ia  a  part  of  me.  I  can  not  abeolve  myself 
from  it.    The  responsibility  is  thrust  upon  me.    I  can  not  thrust  it  off. 

.'^  — I  know  you  will  not  and  can  not.  My  only  desire  is  for  you  deliberately 
to  look  at  all  things  just  as  they  are,  and  give  each  its  due  weight.  If^  after 
that,  yonr  conviction  is  unchanged,  with  my  whole  heart  111  help  you  to  carry 
it  out.  There  ia  bnt  one  tiling  more  that  I  think  oC  If  yon  weio  to  go  npon 
this  mission  without  the  sanction  of  the  "Meeting  for  Sufferings,"  it  would  be 
regarded  as  disorderly,  a  violation  of  the  established  usage  of  the  Si>cicty,  and 
they  would  probably  feel  compelled  to  disown  you.  [This  was  prior  to  the 
disownment  that  followed  the  marriage]. 

Aa  my  mind  ia  made  np  abadntdy  to  go^  I  can  not  aak  their  leaye  to  go. 
For  their  fidelity  to  their  views  of  duty,  I  honor  them.  It  ia  a  grief  to  me  to 
grieve  them,  but  I  have  no  alternative.  Yery  nn^caaant  it  will  be  to  be  dis- 
owned, but  misery  to  be  self-disowned. 

8. — I  have  presented  these  considerations,  that  you  might  carefully  traverse 
the  whole  qnestton  and  count  aU  the  coste.  I  dare  not  aaj  a  word  agsinat  ynnr 
dedsion.  I  see  that  it  is  final,  and  that  you  can  make  no  other.  To  me,  it  is 
sacred.  Wlnle  we  have  been  talkinsr,  I,  too,  have  made  my  derision.  It  '\% 
this:  where  you  go,  I  will  go;  what  you  do,  I  will  to  my  utmost  help  you  io 
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doing.  We  hiw  alwaji  fhoi^t  and  wept  and  prayed  together  orer  fhis  hor* 
rible  wroog,  and  now  we  will  go  and  work  together.  There  wiU  be  a  deal  to 
be  done  in  private  also ;  that  I  can  help  joa  abont^  and  thiia  joa  will  luiTe  tiie 
more  strength  to  give  to  the  meetings. 

So  Miss  Grimk6  wrote  at  once  to  the  committee,  accepting  their  invitation, 
thanking  them  toit  the  ealarj  ollbred,  bat  defining  u>  reoeiTe  any ;  inlbnutng 
them  that  her  deter  would  aceompany  her,  and  that  thif  ahoold  botii  goez- 
etnaiTdy  at  thdr  own  eocpenae. 

In  1864,  Mr.  and  Mn.  Weld  remored  to  Hyde  Paik,  where  the 
eisters  spent  the  rest;  of  their  days.  No  one  who  met  Angelina 
there  would  haye  any  soBpidon  of  the  great  work  which  she  had 
done :  she  was  interested  in  her  household  duties,  and  the  little 

charities  of  the  neighborhood.  Once,  dnring  the  war,  she  was  per- 
gDrtded  to  go  out  of  her  daily  routine,  au«l  to  attend  a  small  meet- 
iiiLT  called  for  the  purpose  of  apsistini;  the  Southern  people — freed- 
men,  and  tliose  who  had  formerly  held  them  in  slavery.  Very  sim- 
ply and  modestly,  but  very  clearly  and  impressively,  she  spoke  of 
the  condition  of  things  at  the  South,  of  her  friends  there,  and  how 
we  could  best  help  them — all  in  the  most  loving  and  tender  spirit^ 
as  if  ^e  had  only  gratefdl  memories  of  what  they  had  been,  and 
as  if  no  thought  of  hersdf  mingled  with  the  thought  of  them. 
The  simplicity,  directness,  and  practical  good  sense  <^  her  speech 
then,  its  IdndUness  toward  those  who  had  done  her  the  greatest 
wrong,  and  the  entire  ahsenoe  of  self -oonscionsiiess,  made  those  who 
heard  her  feel  that  a  woman  might  speak  in  public  without  violating 
any  of  the  proprietieB  or  prejudices  of  social  trsditions  and  eustoros* 
There  wasar^nement  and  (li<;nity  about  her,  an  atmosphere  of  gentle- 
ness and  sweetness  and  strength,  which  won  their  way  to  the  heart. 
To  those  who  knew  lier  history,  there  was  something  very  affecting, 
sublime,  in  her  absolute  self-foi  ij*  tfukiet»&.  As  one  who  knew  her 
most  intimately  said,  "  She  seems  to  have  bee  n  born  in  that  mood  of 
mind  which  made  vanity  or  disphiy  impossible.  Slie  wa^  the  only  per- 
son I  have  ever  known  who  was  absolutel}'  free  from  all  ambition.'* 
Space  prevents  a  fitting  record  of  the  noble  wordi?  and  deeds  of 
Sai'ah  Moore  Grimkd.  She  published  in  1S3S,  a  volume  of  "  Letters 
on  the  Equality  of  the  Sexes,*'  whidi  called  oat  mncb  discussion  on 
woman's  position  in  both  State  and  Church.  The  last  time  Ange- 
lina spoke  in  public  was  at  the  Loyal  League  Oonvcation  In  Hew 
York  in  1868.  She  took  an  active  part  in  the  discusdon  of  resolu- 
tions^ speaking  dearly  and  concisely  on  every  point,  and  read  a  beau- 
tifnl  address  she  had  prepared— To  the  S<ddim  of  our  Second 
Bevolution."  All  through  the  years  that  Angelina  was  illustrating 
woman's  capacity  on  the  platform  by  holding  her  audiences  spell- 
bound, Sarah  was  defending  woman's  right  to  be  there  with  her  pen. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

LUCRETIA  MOTT. 

EtOogf  at  fht  Menoritf  BflntoMPlMid  la  WMUactam  lijr  tin  Natlmul  Womni  Sniingi 
AiaodatloD,  Jnrauy  1%  188L      EUnlMtti  Cttdy  Stuitoii. 

On  the  3d  of  Januarv,  1793,  the  little  island  of  Nantucket,  fifteen 
miles  by  three  and  a  half,  lying  far  out  into  the  eea  on  the  coast  of 
HaaaadiiiMtlii  wekomed  to  its  idlitiide  s  ehild  dartined  to  be  one  of 
America's  mofitfuaaoiiB  women.  This  was  afitdng  birthplace  for  Ln- 
cretia  Hott ;  aa  the  religioii  aod  commerce  of  the  island  (named  for  a 
woman)  had  been  gnided  hy  a  woman's  brain.  In  1708  Mary  8tar- 
bnck,  known  as  The  Gbeat  Merchant,"  a  woman  of  remarkable 
breadth  of  intellect,  as  well  as  great  execative  ability,  converted  the 
colony  to  Quakerism,  and  vindicated  woman's  right  to  interest  her- 
self in  the  commerce  of  the  world.  Perhaps  she,  like  the  good  genii 
of  old,  brought  her  gifts  to  that  cradle  and  breathed  into  the  new 
life  the  lofty  inspiration  that  rnadc  this  woman  the  prophet  and  Peer 
she  was.  Here  were  the  descendants  of  Jolm  AVolman,  William 
Kotch,  George  Fox,  tiie  Macys,  the  Franklins,  tlie  Folgers;  and  in 
this  pure  atmosphere,  and  from  these  distinguished  ancestors,  Liu  re- 
tia  Mott  received  her  inheritance.  Iler  father  was  an  honest,  se^i-far- 
ing  Quaker.  Her  mother  belonged  to  the  Folger  family,  whose  cult- 
ure, genius,  common-sense,  and  thrift  onhninated  in  Benjamin 
Franldin,  and  later,  in  Lncretia  Mott  The  reeemblanoe  between 
her  head  and  that  of  the  philosopher  and  statesman,  was  apparent  to 
the  most  casnal  observer. 

Mrs.  Mott  sajs  in  her  diaty :  I  always  loved  the  good  in  child- 
hood, and  desired  to  do  the  right.  In  those  earlj  jears  I  was  act- 
ively nsefnl  to  my  mother,  who^  in  the  absence  of  my  &ther  on  his 
long  voyages,  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  often  going  to 
r»«>ston  to  purchase  goods  in  exchange  for  oil  and  candles,  the  staple 
of  the  island.  The  exercise  of  women's  talents  in  this  line,  as  well 
as  the  general  care  which  devolved  upon  them,  in  the  absence  of 

*  In  the  midst  of  our  fint  volume  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  Lucretia  Mott, 
Nov.  11th,  1S80,  reached  us.  Aa  she  was  identified  with  bo  many  of  the  historical  events 
of  PeuDsylvaula,  where  nearly  seventy  years  of  her  life  were  passed,  it  is  fitting  that  tbia 
dMteb  elioVM  ivSkm  the  Slate  la  wbldi  ebe  reelded  for  so  loog  apeitod. 
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their  hnebanda)  tended  to  develop  and  Btrengthen  tbem  meatallj  and 

pliysically. 

"  In  1804  my  father's  family  rejnove*!  to  Boston,  and  in  the  public 
and  private  schools  of  that  city  1  mingled  with  all  classes  without 
distinction.  It  wa8  the  custom  then  to  send  the  children  of  such 
families  to  select  schools;  but  my  p^ireiits  feared  that  would  miiiister 
to  a  feeUng  of  class  pride,  whicij  tliey  felt  was  sinfnl  to  cultivate  in 
tlieir  children.  And  this  I  am  glad  to  remember,  because  it  gave 
me  a  feeling  of  sympathy  for  the  patient  and  struggling  poor,  wliieh 
but  for  this  experience  I'  might  neyer  have  known."  Under  such 
hnmane  inflnenoei^  with  tnch  anoeetorB  and  asBOciationsy  In  the  pub- 
lic sehoola,  In  the  Friends'  meeting,  on  the  adventorona  ieiland,  and 
in  the  auburbB  of  Boeton,  the  child  paased  into  girihood,  wiih  leuona 
of  indoBtry  and  self-denial  well  learned,  and  with  her  life,  all  before. 
She  lived  in  a  period  when  women  of  genina  had  vindicated  their 
right  to  be  recognized  in  art,  Bcienoe,  lit€rataTe,and  government,  and 
through  many  of  the  great  events  that  have  made  the  United  States 
a  Xation.  It  was  such  a  combination  of  influences  that  developed 
Lucretia  Mott  into  the  exceptional  woman  she  was. 

In  an  unlucky  hour  her  father  endorsed  for  a  friend,  and  to  save 
bis  honor,'wa8  compelled  to  lose  his  property.  It  was  a  blow  from 
whicli  he  did  not  recover,  and  henceforward  much  of  tlie  sup|X)rt  of 
the  family  devolved  upon  the  mother,  who  had  reuiarkuble  tact,  eu- 
ergy,  and  courage.  Both  parents  were  ambitious  for  their  children, 
and  did  all  fhey  conld  for  their  education ;  that  was  one  thing  abont 
which  all  Qnakers  were  tenaciona.  In  her  fourteenth  year  Lucretia 
and  her  elder  sister  were  sent  to  **The  Kine  Partneny"  a  iVienda 
boarding-aehool  in  DntcliesB  County,  Kew  Fork,  and  there  pursuing 
her  studies  with  patient  zeal,  she  remained  two  years  without  once 
going  home  for  a  holiday  vacation.  At  fifteen,  a  teacher  having 
left,  Lucretia  was  made  an  assistaiit,  and  at  the  end  of  the  second 
year,  was  tendered  the  place  of  teacher,  with  the  inducement  beside, 
that  her  services  would  entitle  a  younger  sister  to  her  educiition. 

Her  well-balanced  character  enabled  her  to  meet  with  calmness, 
all  life's  varied  trials,  of  which  she  had  her  full  share.  As  one  of 
eight  children  in  her  father's  house,  with  his  hnancial  embarrass- 
ments, and  suddeu  death :  and  afterward  with  five  children  of  her 
own,  and  her  husband's  reverses;  Lucretia's  heroism  and  strength  of 
mind  were  fairly  tested.  Ixl  both  of  these  financial  emergencies, 
she  opened  a  school,  and  by  her  success  as  a  teacher,  bridged  over 
the  chasm. 

In  her  eighteenth  year,  Lucretia  Coffin  and  James  Mott,  accords 
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iiig  to  Quaker  eeremonj,  became  husband  and  wif<^  the  result  of  an 
attacliment  formed  at  boarding-school,  which  proved  to  be  an  ex- 
ceptionally happy  uin'on,  and  through  their  long  wedded  life,  of 
over  half  a  century,  they  remained  ever  loyal  to  one  nnothor. 
James  Mott,  though  a  Quaker,  was  in  all  personal  qualities  the  very 
opposite  of  his  wife.  He  had  the  cool  judgment,  she  the  enkin- 
dling enthusiasm.  He  had  the  slow,  sure  movement ;  she  the  quick, 
impulsive  energy.  He  enjoyed  nothing  more  than  silence ;  she 
nothing  more  than  talking.  The  one  w-aa  completely  the  comple- 
ment of  the  other.  She  possessed  a  delicate  love  of  flin,  and  was 
fair  of  dry  humor.  Onee  during  a  vidt  tt<m  ber  linaband'a  brother, 
Bichard  Hott,  of  Toledo^  Ohio^  who  like  James  was  a  reiy  silent 
man,  she  became  snddenly  awaie  of  their  absence  and  started  to  look 
for  tiiem.  Finding  them  seated  on  either  side  of  a  laige  wood  fire 
in  the  drawing-ioom,  she  said,  Oh,  I  thought  70a  must  both  be 
here  it  was  so  quiet." 

In  speaking  <tf  them,  Robert  Oolljrer  says :  "  If  James  and  Lnere- 
tia  bad  gone  around  the  world  inaeaich  of  a  mate,  I  think  they  would 
have  made  the  choice  which  heaven  made  for  them.  They  had  lived 
together  more  than  forty  years  when  I  tiret  knew  them,  ,  I  thought 
then,  as  I  think  now,  that  it  was  the  most  perfect  wedded  life  to  be 
found  on  earth.  They  were  both  of  a  most  beautiful  presence.  He, 
large,  fair,  with  kindly  blue  eyes,  and  regular  features.  She,  slight, 
with  dark  eyes  and  hair.  Both,  of  the  sunniest  s]>irit ;  both,  free  to 
take  their  own  w^ay,  as  such  hue  souls  always  are,  and  yet  their  lives 
were  so  perfectly  one  that  neither  of  them  led  or  followed  the  other, 
so  far  as  one  could  otMerve,  by  the  breadth  of  a  line.  Hie  conld 
apeak  well,  in  a  slow,  wise  way,  when  the  spirit  moved  him,  and 
the  words  were  all  the  choicer  becanse  they  were  so  few.  Bat  his 
greatness,  for  he  was  a  great  man,  lay  still  in  that  fine,  silent  man- 
hood, which  would  only  brsak  into  flnent  qpeeeh  as  yon  sat  with 
him  by  the  bright  wood  fire  in  winter,  while  the  good  wife  went  on 
with  W  knitting,  patting  it  swiftly  down  a  score  of  times  in  an 
hoar,  to  pound  a  vagrant  spark  which  had  snapped  on  the  carpet,  01 
as  we  sat  under  the  trees  in  the  summer  twilight.  Then  James 
Mott  would  open  his  heart  to  those  he  loved,  and  touch  you  with 
wonder  at  the  depth  and  beauty  of  his  thoughts ;  or  tell  you  stories 
of  the  city  where  when  a  young  man  he  lived,  or  of  the  choice 
humors  of  ancient  Quakers,  who  went  through  the  world  esteeming 
laughter  vain,  and  yet  set  the  whole  world  which  knew  them  laugh- 
ing at  their  quaint  ways  and  curious  fancies." 

In  his  young  days,  James  Mott  was  a  teacher  ]  later  on  he  engaged 
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in  the  cotton  bnsinttft,  but  abandoned  it  when  it  was  becoming  re. 
mnneimtiTe,  because  of  ita  connection  with  dave  labor.  He  finally 
took  np  the  wool  budnesB,  and  retired  with  a  ooinpeteney  aome 

years  before  his  death,  which  enabled  them  to  take  a  trip  to  Enrope, 
and  afterward  live  the  life  of  leisure  they  desired,  indalging  their 
literary  tastes.  James  Mott  wrote  a  very  creditable  book  of  their 
travels,  and  Lucretia  earned  enough  observations  of  foreign  life  in 
her  head  to  fill  folios. 

Mrs.  Mott  was  a  housekeeper  of  the  old  school,  in  so  far  as  every- 
thing from^rret  to  cellar  passed  under  her  supervision.  She  took 
the  entire  care  of  her  children,  and  although  with  remarkable  economy 
8up]>ly  ing  the  wants  and  guarding  against  the  wastes  of  a  large  family, 
she  did  not  allow  these  necessary  cares  to  absorb  all  her  time  and 
thought,  but  cultivated  the  talents  entrusted  to  her  in  broader  inter- 
ests than  fsmily  lif^  She  felt  she  had  duties  in  the  Oiurch  and  the 
State  as  well  as  the  home.  The  time  most  wives  and  mothers  qiend 
in  gaiety  and  embroidery,  she  spent  in  reading  and  committing  to 
memory  choice  thoughts  in  poeby  and  prose.  The  money  others 
spent  in  filling  their  homes  with  bric-arbrao  she  spent  in  books,  and 
the  result  j^TOves  the  superior  wisdom  of  her  course. 

When  conventions  were  held  in  Philadelphia,  her  house  was  al* 
ways  filled  with  guests.  As  presiding  officer  in  a  woman^s  conven* 
•  tion  nothing  escaped  her  notice.  She  felt  responsible  thnt  everv- 
thiug  should  be  done  in  good  taste  and  order.  11  er  opinions  on 
woman's  nature,  s|>here,  destiny,  were  thoroughly  digested,  and  any 
speaker  that  did  not  come  up  to  her  exact  ideal,  was  taken  delicately 
to  Uisk  when  her  turn  came  to  speak.  As  some  one  remarks,  "  she 
had  a  playful  way  of  tajjping  a  speaker  in  a  public  meeting,  as  a 
skillful  driver  touches  his  horses  with  the  tip  end  of  his  whip." 
Once,  says  Wendell  Phillips,  she  tried  the  experiment  on  me 
when  I  had  ventured  to  say  that  one  of  the  drawbiicla  to  the  move> 
ment,  was  the  indifference  of  women  themselves.  Other  qpeakos 
too  expressed  senthnents  on  which  Iflis.  Mott  differed  from  thenu 
When  she  arose  she  touched  them  all  round  with  her  gentle  raillery, 
offending  no  one,  just  pronounced  enough  in  her  speech  to  be  eif  ect* 
ive,  and  in  no  way  compromising  herself.  Glancing  at  the  platform 
on  one  occasion  in  Philadelphia,  the  central  figure  is  Lucretia  Mott 
in  Quaker  costume,  in  the  zenith  of  her  refined  beauty ;  around  her 
are  L'rolipcd  James  Mott,  William  Lloyd  Grarrison,  "Wendell  Thillips, 
Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson,  Ilol>ert  Purvis,  Charles  Burleigh,. 
Ernestine  L.  Rose,  Frances  Dana  Gage,  Hannah  Tracy  Cutler, 
Lydia  Mott,  Martha  C.  Wright,  Ann  Preston,  Sarah  Pugh,  Hannah 
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Darlington,  Mftiy  Grew,  Matilda  Joslyn  Ghig^  Sosan  B.  Antliony, 
and  Lacj  Stone,  as  refined  and  remarkable  an  assembly  of  men  and 
women  as  could  be  found  in  any  European  court.  Yet  tliose  were 
the  people  bo  hated  and  ridiculed  by  the  press  and  the  pulpit,  whose 
grand  utterances  and  spicy  debates  were  stigmatized  as  "  the  maud> 
lin  sentimentalisms  of  unsexed  men  and  women." 

But  let  us  follow  these  friends  to  the  home  of  Lucretia  Mott.  A 
large  house  on  Arch  Street,  like  all  buildings  in  the  city  of  broth- 
erly love,  with  white  shutters,  marble  cappings  and  stej)8,  and  din- 
ing-room on  the  second  floor  of  the  rear  building.  There  are  our 
stem  reformers,  round  the  social  board,  as  genial  a  group  of  martyrs 
aa  one  could  find.  Without  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  as  to  the  right- 
fulneaa  of  their  own  poation,  and  knowing  too  that  the  oommon 
aense  of  ib»  nation  was  on  their  side,  thej  made  meny  over  the 
bigotry  of  the  Chnich,  popular  prejudices,  eonservatiTe  l^ursy  abfioid 
UtwB  and  eustoms  hooiy  with  age.  How  thej  did  hold  np  in  their 
metaphyaieal  tweeien  the  representatives  of  the  dead  past  that  ever 
and  anon  ventoied  upon  onr  pktfonn.  With  what  peids  of  langhter 
their  assumptions  and  contradictions  were  dropped  into  mince  meat. 
On  this  occasion,  William  Lloyd  Grarrison  ooenpied  the  soat  of  honor 
at  Mrs.  Mott's  right  hand,  and  led  the  oonvcrsation  which  the  host- 
ess always  skillfuly  managed  to  make  general.  When  seated  around 
her  board,  no  two-and-two  side  talk  in  monotone  was  ever  permis- 
6il)le ;  she  insisted  that  the  good  thing-^  said  r^lumld  bo  enjoye<l  by 
all.  At  the  close  of  the  meal,  while  the  conversation  went  briakly 
on,  with  a  neat  little  tray  and  snowy  towel,  she  washed  up  the  silver 
and  china  as  she  uttered  some  of  her  hapj»ie^t  thoughts.  James 
Mott  at  the  head  of  the  table  Tnaintained  the  dignity  of  his  posi- 
tion, ever  ready  to  throw  in  a  (qualifying  word,  when  these  liury  re- 
formers became  too  intense. 

Theirs  was  the  ideal  home,  perfect  in  its  appointments,  and  where 
discussion  on  all  snbjeota  took  the  widest  range.  Being  alike  in 
search  of  tmth,  one  felt  no  fear  of  shocking  them.  Those  aoens- 
tomed  to  see  priests  and  bigots,  whisnerer  a  donbt  was  expressed  aa 
to  any  of  their  cherished  ophiions,  riae  and  leave  the  room  with  a 
deeply  wonnded  expression,  were  sorprised  to  see  Jamea  and  Lucre- 
tia Mott  cahnly  discussing  with  guests,  their  own  most  cherished 
creeds,  and  questioning  the  wisdom  of  others  in  turn.  Freedom  was 
not  a  deity  in  their  home  to  be  worehipcd  afar  off,  but  the  patron 
saint  of  the  household,  influencing  all^ho  entered  therei,  giving  her 
benedictions  to  each  at  every  feast. 

Their  home  was  the  castle  of  safety  for  runaway  slaves,  and  the 
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paradise  of  tbe  nnfortonatA.  All  knew  that  if  t'ae  mietreaa  met 
them  empty  handed,  she  woald  cheer  their  lonely  hetrts  with  Mod 
words,  reoognlziiig  their  hmnenitjr,  end  with  sure  promise  of  some  , 
f  ntnre  oouBidentioii.  Her  hoase  was  a  resort  too  Ibr  people  of  dis- 
tinction. When  Frederika  Bremer,  Harriet  Martineaii,  Lord  Mor- 
peth, Lord  and  Lady  Amberley,  visited  this  country,  tiie  reformers 
were  the  people  they  desired  to  se^  and  ohief  among  them  Lneretia 
Mott,  after  whom  Lady  Aml)erley  named  her  first  daughter.  Thus 
titled  foreigners,  scholars,  and  politicians  often  met  :it  her  fireside. 
J  have  frequently  heard  Gerrit  Smith  describe  a  call  lie  once  made 
there.  In  a  conversation  of  an  hour,  she  was  interinipted  half  a 
dozen  times  with  applications  for  charity.  At  last,  in  came  the 
glorious  Fanny  Kerable,  meeting  Mrs.  Mott  in  a  manner  that  clearly 
showed  they  were  warm  and  well-known  friends;  and  soou  came 
Frederick  Douglass.  There  sat  the  millionaire  philanthropist,  the 
world-renowned  actor,  the  grandest  representative  of  slavery,  and 
the  fearless  disoiple  of  Elias  Hieka.  I  donhi  if  the  Quaker  City 
ever  imyeiled  so  magoifieent  a  tabteanx  for  the  peo  of  an  artist. 

Inker  diaij  Hra.  Hott  says:  ''At  twenty<Ave  years  of  age,  sur- 
rounded with  a  family  and  many  cares,  I  felt  csUed  to  a  more  pub- 
lic life  of  devotion  to  duty,  and  engaged  in  the  ministry  in  the  « 
*  Society  of  Friends,'  receiving  every  enconrsgement  from  those  in 
authority  until  the  separation  amongst  ns  in  1827,  when  my  convic- 
tions led  me  to  adhere  to  those  who  believed  in  the  sufficiency  of 
the  light  within,  resting  on  truth  for  authority  rather  than  authority 
for  tnith.'  The  popular  doctrine  of  original  pin  neyer  commended 
itself  to  my  reason  or  conscience,  except  on  the  theorv  of  original 
holineFiS  also.  I  searched  the  Scriptures  daily,  ofttimes  finding  a  con- 
struction of  the  text  wholly  different  from  tiiat  which  had  been 
pressed  on  our  acceptance.  The  higliest  evidence  of  a  sound  faith 
being  the  practical  life  of  the  Christian,  I  have  felt  a  far  greater 
interest  iu  the  moral  movements  of  the  age  than  iu  any  theological 
discussion." 

In  1818  she  began  to  preach  in  Friends'  Meeting,"  and  through 
New  England,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Yiiginia,  she  q>oke  at 
an  early  day  on  the  tenets  of  her  sect  She  affiliated  with  the 
branch  called  fiicksite,"  or Unitarian  Quakers."  As  Mrs.  Mott 
was  a  disciple  of  Eiias  Hicks,  we  can  get  some  insight  as  to  her  re- 
ligious faith  by  a  few  extracts  from  difibreut  points  in  his  creed  as 
stated  by  himself.  In  one  of  his  sermons  he  says :  , 

As  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  Qod  they  are  the  soqs  of  God.  What  !•  tbs 
Spirit  of  Ood  t  It » the  light  and  life  in  the  moI  of  man.  All  that  men  ud 
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books  can  do  is  to  point  us  to  this  great  principle  which  is  odI;  to  be  known 
in  our  own  eools.  Tbe  way  to  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  this  divine  love  and 
6Mm  light,  and  to  fttlflll  tbe  whole  law,  Is  to  lore  all  tbo  creation  of  God,  and 
do  right  to  all  men  and  beasts. 

Again  he  speaks  of  the  divine  love  and  divine  light  which  he  says  arc  one, 
indivisibly  one.  The  Lord  is  love,  and  love  may  be  considered  as  com  pre  ii  end- 
ing all  His  power  und  all  His  wisdom ;  but  goodness  is  the  most  proper  term 
that  we  can  applj.  Every  one,  he  says,  is  enlightened  by  the  eaaie  divine  light 
that  enllgbtened  Jeana,  and  we  tcoeive  it  from  the  aame  toorae.  B»  bad  tlie 
fullness  of  it  as  we  have  our  several  allotments.  All  the  varied  names  given  in 
Scripture  to  this  divine  light  and  life  such  as,  "Emmanuel,"  "Jesus,"  "  Sent  of 
CicKl,^'  "Great  Prophet,"  ♦'Christ  our  Lord,"  "Grace,"  "  Unction,"  "Anointed," 
mean  one  and  the  lame  thing,  and  are  nothing  leaa  nor  more  than  the  eplrit 
and  power  of  God  in  the  soul  of  man  as  bin  Creator,  Preeerver,Oondeinner,  Re- 
deemer, Saviour,  Senotifler,  and  Jnetifler. 

The  Hicksites  differed  from  the  other  Friends  in  that  thej  placed 
the  light  within  above  all  external  anthoritj,  while  the  Orthodox 
Friends  make  the  Seriptorea  the  snrer  guide,  though  some  make  tlie 
written  word  and  inner  light  of  eqnal  antiioritj.  In  a  letter  to  John 
C.  Sanders,  in  1828,  Elias  Hicks  says: 

Not  all  the  books  ever  written,  nor  all  the  mindea  recorded  in  the  Soriptaree, 

nor  all  other  external  evidence  of  what  kind  soever,  has  ever  revealed  God  (who 
is  fin  ettrnal  invisible  Spirit)  to  any  one  of  the  cliilrlrr-n  of  men.  Heuv^  is  not 
a  tixed  place  above,  nor  bell  below,  but  both  are  states  uf  the  soul.  The  blo<xl 
of  Obriet  shed  npon  the  eraee  baa  no  more  power  to  deanae  na  from  sin  than 
the  blood  of  bnlloein  and  nune  poured  out  on  Jewish  altars  oonid  ekanM  that 
people  from  their  sins.  We  most  know  Christ  within  us  to  save  us  from  sin; 
men  depend  so  much  on  the  cmciflxion  that  they  heed  not  the  light  within. 

This  wonderful  prophet  and  seer  was  seventy-nine  years  old  when 
the  sepaiation  began  in  Phihdelphia.  The  division  in  this  oonntry 
created  great  exdtement  among  the  Qnakers  in  England,  who  were 
very  active  in  then*  hostility  to  Elias  Hicks  and  his  doctrines.  Some 
of  them  came  to  America  to  bear  their  testnnony.  Among  others,  An- 
nie Braithwaite  traveled  extensively  and  addressed  Friends'  meetings. 
Mrs.  ^fott  states  that  on  one  occasion  when  she  was  present,  the  En- 
glish Qnakeretis,  in  preaching  salvation  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  had 
spoken  with  more  than  usual  unction  and  enthusiasm.  As  poon  ns 
she  finished  a  profound  silence  reigned.  Elias  Hicks,  B^nvly  rising 
and  removing  his  hat,  said  in  deep  inspired  tones  ;  "Friends,  to  the 
Christ  that  never  was  crucified ;  to  the  Christ  that  never  was  slain ; 
to  the  Christ  that  can  not  die.  I  commend  you." 

Many  of  the  professed  followers  of  Elias  Hicks  lacked  the  cour- 
age and  oonseienee  to  maintain  his  principles  when  tlie  magnetism 
of  his  direct  inflnenoe  was  withdrawn  by  his  death.  Hence  even  in 
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that  division  of  the  Friends  to  which  she  belonged,  Mrs.  Mott  en* 
countered  moch  opposition,  especially  for  her  public  identificatioo 
with  nnpopokr  reforms.  Many  wonld  hare  gladly  seen  her  with- 
draw from  their  membership,  and  others  were  desirous  that  she 
should  be  disowned.  But  she  understood  her  own  rights  and 
Friends  Discipline  too  well  to  violate  a  mngle  rale.  Although  hei 
enemies  kept  close  watch,  they  never  caught  her  off  her  guard.  At  the 
time  of  the  division,  she  remarked  to  an  acquaintance :  "  It  seemed  to 
me  almost  like  death  at  first  to  be  shut  out  of  the  Friends  Meeting 
where  T  had  loved  to  go  for  religious  communion,  to  see  the  cold 
averted  looks  from  those  whose  confidence  I  once  enjoyed,  to  be 
shunned  as  unworthy  of  notice :  all  this  was  liard  to  cndnre,  but  it  was 
the  price  I  paid  for  being  true  to  the  convictions  of  my  own  soul.** 

Iler  spiritual  life  was  deep  and  earnest,  but  entirelv  her  own.  It 
was  intuitional,  not  emotional.  It  was  expressed  in  her  love  for 
man  in  God,  and  not  God  in  creeds  and  ceremonies.  She  prized 
the  free  sentiments  of  William  Eliery  (banning,  read  his  works 
with  avidity,  and  always  had  some  volume  of  his  at  hand.  The  life 
of  Bev,  Joseph  Blanco  White,  a  rare  book,  was  for  years  one  of  the 
companions  of  her  solitude.  It  was  thorou^y  worn,  and  the  mar- 
gin coy^ered  with  her  notes  and  marks  of  approval.  Bean  Stanley 
and  Buckle's  "  History  of  Civilization  "  were  favorites  with  her  also. 
Cowper's  "  Task  "  and  Young's  "  Kight  Thoughts,"  which  had  been 
her  text-books  at "  Nine  Partners,"  never  lost  their  charm  for  her.  She 
could  repeat  pages  of  them.  In  her  last  days  she  read  "  The  Light 
of  Asia  "  with  intense  pleasure.  When  she  had  already  passed  her 
eifjlitv-scventh  year,  Susan  B.  Anthony  visitin*'  her,  savs :  "She 
read  aloud  to  us  from  that  charming  poem  until  after  eleven  o'clock 
at  night."  Her  conversation,  as  well  as  her  public  addresses,  were 
sprinkled  with  beautiful  and  apt  citations  from  her  favorite  authors, 
as  it  was  the  habit  of  her  life  to  commit  to  memory  sentiments  she 
most  valued  in  poetry  and  prose. 

It  was  not  possible  that  a  woman  like  Lueretia  Mott  should  keep 
silence  in  the  churches,  no  matter  what  Paul  might  say  to  the  eontiary, 
because  that  great  brain  was  created  to  thmk,  that  noble  heart  to 
beat  tlirongfa  making  and  moulding  speech,  and  those  fine  gray  eyes 
to  see  what  the  prophets  in  all  times  have  seen.  I  can  not  imagine 
her  as  one  of  the  silent  sisters  who  though  having  something  to  say, 
dare  not  say  it  though  to  save  her  own  soul  or  the  souls  of  those 
about  her. 

An  old  ftiond  In  Lancaster  County,  says  Robert  Collycr,  told  mc  of  his  first 
hssriog  her  in  tbe  early  daya  when  aa  yet  ahe  waa  almoat  unknown.  It  had 
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been  a  droary  time  among  Friends  up  there,  and  being  a  man  who  did  not  care 
fiir  the  tnditione  ef  '*  flnt  daj  **  sad  **  ibitrtb  day,"  he  was  getting  tired  of  alienee. 
One  **flnt  day"  he  went  to  his  meeting  expecting  nothing  as  usual,  and  pretty 
sure  he  woulrl  not  ho  disapjwinted.  Nor  was  he  for  a  time.  But  presently  a 
young  woman  arose  in  the  high  seat  he  had  nexer  seen  bet'ore,  who-'e  preseuct 
touched  him  with  strange  new  expectations.  She  looked,  he  said,  as  oue  whc 
had  no  great  hold  on  1ife,and  began  to  apeak  in  low  toDea,irith  jnat  a  tooeh  oi 
hcaitation  as  of  one  feeling  af^er  her  thought,  and  there  was  a  tremor  in  bar 
voice  as  if  abc  felt  the  burden  of  the  spirit.  But  she  soon  found  her  way  out  of 
till**,  nnd  then  he  said  he  began  to  hold  his  breath.  He  had  never  heard  sueh 
8i>eaking  in  all  his  life,  so  bom  of  couTiction,  so  radiant  with  that  inward  light 
for  whidi  he  had  bean  valting,  that  he  went  home  feeling  aa  he  aiquNMod  tbcj 
mnit  have  Mt  In  tiia  olden  time  who  thought  they  had  heard  aa  aagel. 

T  once  heard  such  an  outpouring.  It  was  at  a  woods-meeting  up  among  the 
hills  where  quite  a  number  of  us  had  our  say,  and  then  my  friend's  turn  came. 
She  was  well  on  in  years  then,  bat  the  old  fire  still  burned  clear,  and  God's 
breatii  touched  her  ont  of  heaven  and  abe  propbeafed.  I  aoppoaa  aha  apoke  Ibr 
two  hoQia,  but  after  tiie  flxat  moment  aha  nem  fidteied  or  ftUed  to  hoki  the 
multitude  spell-bound,  and  waiting  on  her  words.  Yet  there  was  not  the  least 
hint  of  premeditation,  while  there  was  boundl^s  wealth  of  meditation  in  her 
deep,  pr^pant  thoughts.  I  have  said  she  prophesied,  no  other  term  would 
aoawer  to  bar  apeech.  Her  eyes  bad  aeen  the  owning  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  abe 
teatiied  that  ahe  bad  aeen ;  and  tiiia  waa  all  the  more  wonderftal  to  me,  Ixteattio 
it  waa  the  habit  of  her  mind  in  later  years  to  raaaOB,  aa  President  llcOoeh  doea, 
Jhnn  premise  to  conclusion.  But  she  had  seen  a  vision  there  sitting  in  the 
Angnst  splendor  with  the  voice  of  God's  presence  whispering  iu  the  trees,  and  the 
rmon  bad  aet  the  heart  high  aboralliebnun.  Theae  were  oaro-wom  and  work* 
worn  folk*  abe  aaw  abont  her  with  knotted  haada  reating  on  the  atal^  or  Iblded 
qnietly  on  the  lap.  Tbey  had  nearly  done  the  good  day's  work,  and  now 
preacher  and  prophet  were  needed  to  tell  them  wh  it  that  day's  work  meant, 
where  they  keep  the  books  for  us,  and  so  it  was  not  a  speech,  but  a  psalm  of  life. 

Mis.  Hott  wm  safe  at  all  points  in  taking  Eliaa  Hicks  for  a 
teacher  of  morals,  as  he  was  pionoiuioed  on  every  reform.  On  the 
question  id  woman's  rights,  he  says : 

If  Paul  aaid  of  women  preachers  what  we  And  in  Gorinthlaoa  and  Timothy,  I 

judge  that  he  had  no  allusion  at  all  to  their  preaching  or  prophesying,  in  the 
churches;  and  if  he  had,  we  have  no  rif^ht  to  admit  it  as  sound  doctrine,  as  it 
contradicts  a  number  of  his  own  declarations  (and  the  general  testimony  of 
Scripture),  which  are  more  rational  and  clear,  as  in  the  fourteenth  chapter  of 
Romans ;  and  in  Philippiana  wliera  he  speaka  of  the  woman  who  laiiored  with 
him  in  the  Ooapel ;  and  in  let  Oorbithiana  wbera  ho  speaka  of  woman  praying 
and  prophesying;  and  Paul  assures  us  that  male  and  female  are  one  in  Chriat* 
Also  under  the  law  there  were  prophetesses  as  well  as  prophets,  and  the  effusion 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  latter  days  as  prophesied  by  Joel  was  to  be  equally  on  sons  and 
daughters.  Bflrranfii and  bandfluiida.  Vo  beHofO  oflMndaa  la  irrational  and  in* 
oondateat  with  the  divine  attrilintea,  and  would  obaigo  the  Almighty  with  pai^ 
tiatity  and  injostioa  to  ono^ialf  of  HIa  rational  creatloiu  Therefore  I  beiieva  it 
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iroald  be  wrong  to  admit  it,  although  asserted  ia  the  most  plain  aad  poaiuve 
manner  by  men  or  angels. 
In  our  taat  eoollict  wltii  Grest  Brltato,  EKas  Hieks  called  iha  attentioB  of 

Friends"  to  a  faithful  support  of  their  testimony  against  war  and  injustice, 

desiring  them  to  mftintain  their  Christian  liberties  against  encroachment  of  the 
secular  powers,  laws  having  been  enacted  levying  taxes  tor  the  support  of  the 
war.  At  one  meeting  there  was  considerable  altercation;  as  some  Friendi^ 
who  reftiaed  payment  had  been  distrdned  some  three  or  finv  fold  more  than 
the  tax  demanded,  while  others  complied,  paid  the  tax,  and  justified  themselrca 
in  BO  doing.  On  this  point  his  mind  was  deeply  exercised  and  he  labored  to 
encourage  Friends  to  faithfulness  to  exalt  their  testimonies  for  the  Prince  of 
Peace. 

BKaa  Bldn  pceaehod  agaliiat  davary  boHa  in  Maryland  and  Yirginia.  He 

says  of  a  meeting  in  Baltimore  tbat  be  especially  addressed  slave-holders. 

Further,  he  opposed  the  use  of  slave-grown  good?;.  At  n  meeting  in  Provi 
dence,  R  I.,  he  said  he  was  moved  to  show  the  irreat  and  essential  difference 
there  is  between  the  righteousness  uf  man  comprehended  in  his  laws,  customs, 
•ad  traditioiM,  and  the  righteooaneaa  of  God  wUeh  is  oomptehended  in  pure. 
Impartial,  tmcfaangeable  justice.  They  who  continue  this  trafiic,  and  enrich 
th(  n\)*elves,  by  the  labor  of  these  deeply  oppressed  Africans,  violate  these  plain 
principles  of  juslice,  and  no  cunninp  ti()i)liisti«  a)  reasoning  in  the  wisdom  of 
this  world  can  justify  them,  or  silence  the  convictions  of  conscience. 

Some  odier  FHends  were  miich  opposed  to  the  use  of  dave  prod- 
ucts^ bat  the  Society  in  genenl  had  no  oonoem  **  on  this  point. 
Lncietia  liott  used  ''free  goods,'-  and  thought  that  Elias*  preaching 
such  oxtreme  doctrines  on  all  these  practioal  reforms,  had  their 
efieot  in  the  division.  To  refuse  to  pay  taxes,  or  to  tise  any  "  slave 
produce,"  involved  more  immediate  and  serioas  difficulties,  than 
anv  theoretical  views  of  the  hereafter,  and  even  Friends  mav  be 
pardoned  for  feeling  some  interest  in  tlieir  own  pet'Uiiiarv  inde- 
pendence. To  see  their  furniture,  rattle,  lumses,  lands,  siH  ?we]>t 
away  for  exorliitant  taxes,  seemed  wui"se  than  payinir  a  iiiodt  rate 
one  to  Btart  witlu  From  these  quotations  from  the  greiit  reformer 
and  religious  leader,  we  see  how  fully  Mrs.  Mott  accept^  his  prin- 
ciples ;  not  because  they  were  his  principles,  for  she  called  no  man 
master,  but  because  she  felt  them  to  be  trae.  In  her  diary  she  says : 

My  sympathy  was  early  enlisted  for  the  poor  slave  by  the  class-books  read 
in  our  schools,  aod  the  pictures  of  the  slave-ship,  as  published  by  C  larkaon. 
The  miidstiy  of  Ellas  Hidn  and  eihen  on  tiie  soliJeet  nS  the  unrequited  labor 
of  alavea,  aad  their  example  in  nfbsii^r  the  pvodnols  of  abve  UrixMr,  all  had 
effect  in  awakening  a  strong  feeling  in  their  behalf. 

The  unequal  condition  of  woman  in  society,  ako  early  impressed  my  mind. 
Learning  while  at  school  that  the  ch^ge  for  the  education  of  girls  was  the 
aaoe  as  fliat  tot  boys,  and  that  vhen  ih^  beeame  toaehen  women  noelTSd  bat 
■  hall  as  much  as  men  for  their  lenrioea,  the  iijiiitlee  of  this  was  so  spparail» 
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that  I  earl;  reaolved  to  cUum  for  my  lex  all  that  an  impartial  Creator  lias  be* 

stowed. 

The  Temperanoe  rdbrm  too  engaged  my  attentioii;  and  for  more  than  forty 
yeaia  I  have  pnolioed  total  abatlnenee  from  all  intozieaHiig  ditaka.  ^ 

The  cause  of  Peace  haH  had  a  share  of  my  efforts;  leading  to  the  ultra  non- 
rcai<«tancc  ground ;  that  no  Christian  can  consistently  uphold  a  government 
based  on  the  sword,  or  relying  on  that  as  an  ultimata  resort. 

The  opprMafoo  of  the  working  classes  bj  existing  monopoHei,  and  the  low- 
ness  of  wages  oltan  engi^ted  my  attenlioii ;  and  I  Iwve  held  numy  meetings 
with  them,  and  heard  their  appeals  with  compassion,  and  a  great  desire  for  a 
radical  chanpe  in  the  system  which  makfs  the  rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer. 
The  various  a4so<;iations  and  commuoities,  tending  to  greater  equality  of  con- 
dition, have  had  from  me  a  hearty  €h)d-qMed. 

Bat  the  millions  of  down-trodden  slaves  in  onr  land  being  the  most  op- 
pre«<?cd  class,  I  have  felt  l>oand  to  plead  their  cause,  in  season  and  out  of 
son,  to  endeavor  to  put  my  soul  in  their  souls'  stead,  and  to  aid  in  every  right 
effort  for  their  immediate  emancipation.  This  duty  was  impressed  upon  me  at 
the  time  I  oonsecrate<f  myself  to  that  Gospel  wMoh  anoints  to  '*pfeach  dettT«^ 
ance  to  the  captive,"  to  '*aet  at  liberty  them  that  am  braised. **  From  that 
time  the  duty  of  abstinence,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  slave-grown  products 
was  so  clear  that  I  resolved  to  make  the  effort  "  to  provide  things  honest  "  in 
this  respect  Since  then,  our  family  has  been  supplied  with  free  labor,  grocer- 
ies, and  to  some  extent,  witii  eottoo  goods  onstidned  by  slavery. 

The  labors  of  the  devoted  Benjamin  lAndy,  and  bis  **6enias  of  Universal 
Emancipation."  published  in  Baltimore,  ad<led  to  the  untiring  exertions  of 
Clarkson,  Wilberforce,  and  others  in  England,  including  Elizabeth  Heyrick, 
whose  work  on  slavery  aroused  them  to  a  change  in  their  mode  of  action;  and 
of  WilKam  Lloyd  Garrbon,  in  Beaton,  prepared  the  way  for  a  Convention  in 
Philadelphia,  to  take  the  ground  of  immediate,  not  gradoal  emancipation,  and 
to  impress  the  daty  of  imooaditioaal  liberty  without  expatriatfon. 

December  3,  1833,  the  AmericaiL  Anti-Skvery  Sodetj  was 

formed  in  Philadelphia.  Among  the  sixty-two  people  present  were 
Lncreti  i  Mott,  Lydia  White,  and  Esther  Moore,  Rev.  Beriah  Green 
in  the  chair.  Tn  rending  and  discnsaiag  Uieir  Declaration  of  Senti- 
ments, Mrs.  Mott  wishing  to  make  some  enggestions,  apked  the 
chairman  in  her  nio<lcst  way  if  she  mi^lit  spoak.  Mr.  Green 
promptly  and  GTitlnisiastifally  responded,  "  (,'crtainly,  c-ertairdy,  say 
all  you  are  moved  to  say."  She  at  once  proposed  to  strike  out  two 
•  words  from  one  sentence  in  the  Declaration,  "We  may  bo  person- 
ally defeated,  but  our  principles  never  (can  be)."  One  readily  sees 
how  much  stronger  the  sentence  is  made  by  striking  out  the  last  two 
words.  The  quickness  of  Mrs.  Mott  in  grasping  the  sentiment  and 
phraseology  of  a  resolntion  or  appeal  was  always  remarkable  in  onr 
conyentions.  Mr.  Qairison,  who  wrote  the  anti-slaveiy  Dedaration, 
readily  accepted  her  amendment  When  the  members  were  asked 
for  fheir  signatures,  as.  James  Mott  pen  in  hand  stood  near  the  desk, 
27 
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Thomas  Shipley  said  that  before  signing  it  would  be  well  to  consider, 
as  it  would  bring  down  on  their  heads  terrible  persecutions  and 
•  great  losses  in  their  bnsiness  relations.  He  sjiid  he  should  sign  it 
liiinself,  ])ut  he  would  advitsC  James  Mott  and  others  to  pause.  The 
moment  Mr.  Shipley  ceased  speaking,  Lucretia,  in  a  brave  ius]>iring 
tone  said,  "  .Tatnes,  put  down  thy  name,''  which  he  quickly  did, 
joining  in  the  general  smile  of  satisfaction. 

Soon  after  the  burning  of  Pennsylvania  Uall,  at  a  social  gather- 
ing one  eroiing,  Dr.  Moofe  in  eonvenatlon  with  M n.  Mott  strongly 
condemned  the  ^nfttidsni  and  impolicy  of  the  AbolitioniBtB,  and 
espedaUy  the  women ;  he  said  they  shoold  do  all  their  reform^  work 
tbroDgh  the  Friends'  meeting.  Bdng  much  ezeited,  in  the  oouse 
of  bis  ranailBBy  he  became  very  insulting.  llDn.  Mott  patiently 
reasoned  with  him  for  awhile ;  at  last  becoming  voiy  indignant,  she 
aross,  and  leaving  him  remarked :  "  All  I  have  to  say  to  thee  in  part- 
ing is, 'Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan."'  He  immediately  took  his 
hat  and  in  silence  left  the  house.  Lucretia  Mott  ante-dntetl  even 
I^fr.  r4!irrison  in  her  protests  against  slavery.  Kobert  Purvis,  of 
Philadelphia,  says  he  heard  her  as  early  as  1829  preach  against 
slavery,  on  several  occasions  in  the  colored  church. 

In  1833,  says  Mrs.  Mott,  the  Pliilaik'IphiH  Ft-mnle  Anti-Slavery  Society  was 
formed,  and  being  actively  associated  iu  the  efforts  fur  the  slaves'  redeiuptiun, 
I  bave  travded  thoasuMh  of  mi1«i  in  this  oountoy,  lioidiiig  meetings  in  some 
of  the  slave  States.  Iiave  been  in  tbe  midst  of  mobs  sadviolenoe,  and  have 
shared  abandantly  in  the  odium  attached  to  the  name  of  an  ancompromising 
modem  Abolitionist,  as  well  as  partaken  richly  of  the  sweet  return  of  peace, 
attendant  on  those  who  would  "undo  the  heavy  burdens  and  let  the  oppressed 
go  ftee  f  and  break  every  yoke*** 

Jjx  1840,  a  World's  Anti-Slavery  Convention  was  called  in  London.  Women 
from  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  were  delegates  to  that  Convention. 
I  was  one  of  the  number ;  but,  on  our  arrival  in  England,  our  credentials  were 
not  accepted,  because  we  wcro  women.  We  were,  however,  treated  with  the 
greatest  oourteey  and  attention,  as  atrangera,  and  were  admitted  to  cboeen 
seats  as  spectators  ud  Ustenen,  irilile  our  right  of  membership  was  denied. 
This  brought  the  woman  question  more  into  view,  and  an  increase  of  intero??t 
on  the  subject  has  been  the  result.  In  this  work,  too,  I  have  engaged  heart 
and  hand ;  as  my  labors,  travels,  and  public  discourses  evince.  Tbe  mis* 
repraseotation,  ridUenle,  and  abate  beaped  apon  tbie,  as  well  aa  olber  re- 
forms, do  not  in  the  least  deter  me  from  my  duty.  To  those  whose  name  is 
cast  out  as  evil  for  tbe  truth's  sake,  it  is  a  small  thing  to  be  judged  of  man's 
judgment. 

This  imperfect  sketch  may  give  some  idea  of  tbe  mode  of  life  of  one  wbo 
{has  found  H  "  good  to  be  always  lealooaly  a0boted  in  a  good  thing.'* 

Wlien,  as  an  enthnsiaBtic  Abolitionist,  Hra.  Mott  crossed  the 
ocean  to  take  part  in  the  deUberationa  of  tbe  World's  Anti-SIaTery 
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Convention,  the  ];ust.  drop  in  her  cup  of  sorrow  was  the  bumili. 
atioii  t'he  was  called  to  suffer  on  account  of  eex.  The  vote  by 
whieli  this  injustice  was  perpetrated,  was  due  to  the  overwhelming 
majoritj  of  the  dergj,  who,  with  BiUe  in  band,  swept  aU  before 
them.  Ko  man  can  ^thom  the  depths  of  rebellion  in  woman'a  lonl 
when  inaolt  ia  heaped  upon  her  sex,  and  this  is  intendfied  when 
done  nnder  the  bypocritisa]  asanmption  of  diTine  anthorit j.  Thia 
fresh  baptism  into  woman's  degradation  Impelled  the  eiurent  of  her 
thoughts  into  a  new  channel,  and  returning  home,  she,  with  a  few 
friends  as  re1>clIiou8  as  herself,  called  the  first  Woman's  Eights  Con- 
vention. To  this  caose  she  brought  a  seal  unknown  before,  as  here  she 
eonld  see  the  wrongs  of  a  class  from  a  pnrelj  aabjective  point  of  view. 

There  are  often  periods  in  the  lives  of  earnest,  imaginative  beings, 
when  some  new  book  or  acquaintance  conies  to  them  like  an  added 
son  in  tlie  heavens,  lighting  tlie  tlarke^^t  recesses  and  chasing  every 
shadow  away.  Thus  came  Lucretia  Mott  to  me,  at  a  period  in  my 
young  days  when  all  life's  problems  seemed  inexfricahly  tangled  ; 
"when,  like  Noah's  dove  on  the  waters,  my  soul  found  no  solid  resting- 
place  in  the  whole  world  of  thought.  The  misery  of  the  multitude 
was  too  bonndless  for  comprehension,  too  hopeless  for  tender  feel- 
ing ;  despair  supplanted  all  other  emotions,  and  the  appalling  views 
of  the  fatnre  throw  their  dark  shadows  over  the  sweetest  and  most 
innooent  pleasnrea  of  life.  Before  meeting  Mrs.  Mott,  I  had  heard 
«  few  men  of  liberal  opinions  discnss  various  political,  leUgions,  and 
social  theorieSi  but  with  mj  first  donbt  of  mj  lather's  absolnte  wis- 
dom, came  a  distmst  of  all  men's  opinions  on  the  character  and 
49phere  of  woman ;  and  I  naturally  inferred  that  if  their  judgments 
were  unsound  on  a  question  I  was  sure  T  did  understand,  they  were 
quite  likely  to  be  so  on  those  I  did  not.  llenee,  I  often  longed  to 
meet  some  woman  who  had  sufficient  confidence  in  herself  to  frame 
and  hold  an  opinion  in  the  face  of  opposition,  a  woman  who  under- 
stood the  deep  significance  of  life  to  whom  1  could  talk  freely ;  my 
longings  were  answered  at  last. 

In  June,  1840,  I  met  Mrs.  Mott  for  the  first  time,  in  London. 
Crossing  the  Atlantic  in  company  with  James  G.  Bimey,  then  the 
Liberty  Party  candidate  for  President,  soon  after  the  bitter  sdiism 
in  the  anti-slavery  ranks,  he  deacribod  to  me  as  we  walked  the  deck 
day  after  day,  the  women  who  had  fanned  the  flames  of  dissension, 
imd  had  completely  demoralised  the  anti^ibvory  ranks.  As  my  first 
view  of  Mrs,  Mott  was  throogh  his  prejudices,  no  prepossessions  in 
her  favor  biased  my  judgment.  When  first  introduoed  to  her  at  our 
hotel  in  Great  Queen  Street,  with  the  other  ladies  from  Boston  and 
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Philadelphia  who  were  delegates  to  the  WorlJ's  Convention,  I  felt 
somewhat  embarrassed,  as  I  was  the  only  lady  present  who  repre- 
sented the  iiiriiey  faction,"  though  1  really  knew  nothing  of  the 
merits  of  the  division,  baviDg  been  ontnde  the  world  of  reforms. 
Still,  as  my  husband  and  my  oonaiii,  QwAi  Smith,  wwe  on  that  dde, 
I  supposed  they  woaM  all  have  a  feeling  of  hostility  towaid  me. 
However,  Mrs.  Mott,  in  her  sweet,  gentle  way,*reo6iTed  me  with 
great  cordiality  and  ooortesy,  and  I  was  seated  by  her  aide  at  dinner. 

Ko  sooner  were  the  viands  fsiiiy  dispensed,  than  aevecal  IBaptist 
ministers  began  to  rally  the  ladies  on  having  set  the  Abolitionists 
all  hy  the  ears  in  America,  and  now  proposing  to  do  the  same  thing 
in  £ngland.  I  soon  found  that  the  pending  batHe  was  on  woman's 
rights,  and  that  unwittingly  I  was  by  marriage  on  the  wrong  pide. 
As  I  had  thought  much  on  this  qnestion  in  regard  to  the  laws, 
Church  action,  and  social  usages,  I  foniKl  myself  in  full  accord  with 
the  other  ladies,  combating  most  of  the  gentlemen  at  the  table  ;  our 
only  champion,  George  Bradbum,  was  too  deaf  to  hear  a  word  tliat 
was  said.  In  spite  of  constant  gentle  nudgings  by  my  husband 
under  the  talilo,  and  frowns  from  Mr.  Biniey  opposite,  the  tantaliz- 
ing tone  of  the  conversation  was  too  much  for  me  to  maintain  si- 
lence. Calmly  and  skillf  oily  Mrs.  Mott  parried  all  their  attaolu, 
now  by  her  qniet  hnmor  turning  the  hmgh  on  them,  and  then  by  her 
eamestnesB  and  dignity  silencing  their  ridienle  and  sneers.  I  shall 
never  f  oiget  the  look  of  recognition  die  gave  me  when  she  saw  by 
my  remarks  that  I  fnlly  comprehended  the  problem  cf  woman's 
rights  and  wrongs.  How  beantif  ol  she  looked  to  me  that  day. 

I  had  always  regarded  a  Quaker  womap,  as  one  does  a  Sister  of 
Charity,  a  being  above  ordinary  mortals,  ready  to  be  translated  at 
anj  moment.  I  had  never  spoken  to  one  before,  nor  been  near 
enough  to  touch  the  hem  of  a  garment.  Mrs.  Mott  was  to  me  an 
entire  new  revelation  of  womanhood.  I  sought  every  opportunity 
to  1)6  at  her  side,  and  continually  plied  her  with  (piestions,  and  I 
bIuiII  never  cease  to  be  grateful  for  the  patience  and  seeming  pleas- 
ure with  which  she  fed  my  hungering  soul.  Seeing  the  lions  in 
London  together,  on  one  occasion  with  a  large  party  we  visited  the 
British  Museum,  where  it  is  supposed  all  people  go  to  see  the  won- 
ders of  the  world.  On  entering,  Mrs.  Mott  and  myself  sat  down 
near  the  door  to  rest  for  a  few  moments,  telling  the  party  to  go  on, 
that  we  wonld  follow.  They  accordingly  explored  all  Uie  depart- 
ments of  cnriosities,  supposing  we  were  slowly  following  at  a  distance ; 
bnt  when  they  returned,  after  an  absence  of  three  hours,  there  we 
eat  in  the  same  qpot,  having  seen  nothing  bnt  each  other,  wholly 
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absorbed  in  questions  of  theology  and  socitl  life.  She  had  told  me 
of  the  doctrines  and  divisions  among  "  Friends,''  of  the  inward  light, 
of  Elias  Hieks,  of  Channing,  of  a  leligioii  of  practical  life,  of  Mary  ^ 
Woilstonecroft,  her  social  theories,  and  lier  demands  of  equality  for 
women.  I  had  been  reading  Combe's  "  Constitution  of  Man  "  and 
"  Moral  Philosophy,"  Channing't»  works,  and  Mary  WoUstonecroft, 
though  all  tabooed  by  orthodox  teachers,  l)ut  I  had  never  heard  a  wom- 
an talk  what,  as  a  Scotch  Presbyterian,  1  had  scarcely  dared  to  think. 

On  the  following  Sunday  I  went  to  hear  Mrs.  Mott  preach  in  a 
Unitarian  church.  Though  I  had  never  heard  a  woman  speak,  yet 
I  had  long  believed  she  had  the  right  to  do  so,  and  \isA  often  ex- 
pressed the  idea  in  private  circles ;  but  when  at  last  I  saw  a  woman 
rise  up  in  the  pulpit  and  preach  aa  earneaHy  and  hnpitwaiyely  aa 
Mrs.  Mott  alwaya  did,  it  eeemed  to  me  like  the  realisation  of  an  oft- 
repeated  happy  dream.  The  day  we  viflited  the  Zoological  Gaidena^ 
aa  we  were  admirixig  the  gorgeous  plumage  of  some  beantifol  birds, 
one  of  onr  gendemen  opponents  remarked,  *^  Ton  see,  Krs.  Kott, 
onr  Heavenly  Father  believes  in  bright  eolorBw  How  modi  it  would 
take  from  our  ploaaore  if  all  the  birds  were  dressed  in  drab.''  Yes/' 
said  she,  ^bnt  immortal  beings  do  not  depend  on  their  feathers  for 
their  attractions.  With  the  iniinite  variety  of  the  human  &oe  and 
form,  of  tliought,  feeling,  and  affection,  we  do  not  need  goigeooa 
apparel  to  distinguish  us.  Moreover,  if  it  is  fitting  that  woman 
should  dress  in  every  color  of  the  rainbow,  why  not  man  also  ? 
Clergymen,  with  their  black  clothes  and  white  cravats,  are  quite  as 
monotonous  as  the  Quakers." 

I  remember  on  one  occasion  the  entire  American  delegation  were 
invited  to  dine  with  Samuel  Gurney,  a  rich  Quaker  banker.  He 
had  an  elegant  place,  a  little  out  of  Lon<lun.  The  Duchess  of 
Sutherland  and  Lord  Morpeth,  who  had  watched  our  anti-slavery 
struggle  in  this  oonntry  with  great  intersst,  were  qnite  dediona  of 
meeting  the  American  Abolitionista,  and  had  expressed  the  wish 
to  call  on  them  at  this  time.  Standing  near  Mrs.  Mott  when  the 
coach  and  fom^  gray  horses  with  the  six  ont-riders  drove  np,  Mr. 
Gnmey,  in  great  trepidation,  and,  **What  shall  I  do  with  the 
Dnehess  t "  Olve  her  yonr  arm,"  said  Mm  Mott,  and  introduce 
her  to  each  member  of  the  dele^ition."  A  suggestion  no  commoner 
in  England  would  have  presumed  to  follow.  When  the  Duchess 
was  presented  to  Mrs.  Mott,  her  gracious  ease  was  fully  equaled  by 
that  of  the  simple  Quaker  wf)man.  Oblivions  to  all  distinctions  of 
rank,  she  talked  freely  and  wisely  on  many  topics,  and  proved  her- 
self in  manner  and  conversation  the  peer  of  the  first  woman  in  £n 
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gland.  Mn.  Mott  did  not  manifest  tiie  iK^test  restraint  or  em- 
barrusment  daring  that  marked  soeial  ooeaaion.  Ko  fictitious  supe- 
riority ever  oppressed  her,  neither  did  she  descend  in  familiar  sor- 
roundings  from  her  natural  dignity,  but  always  maintained  the 
feet  equilibrium  of  respect  for  herself  and  others. 

I  found  in  this  new  friend  a  woman  emancipated  from  all  faith  in 
man-made  creeds,  from  all  fear  of  his  denunciations.  ^Nothing  was 
too  sacred  for  her  to  question,  as  to  its  rightfulness  in  principle  and 
})i-ac  tice.  "  Truth  for  authority,  not  authority  for  truth,"  was  not 
"iilv  the  motto  of  lier  life,  but  it  was  the  fixed  mental  habit  in 
wliicli  she  most  rigidly  held  herself.  It  seemed  to  me  lilce  meeting 
a  being  from  some  larger  planet,  to  find  a  woman  who  dared  to 
question  the  opinions  of  Popes,  Kings,  Synods,  Parliaments,  with 
the  same  freedom  that  she  wonld  criticLw  an  editorial  in  the  Lot^ 
dm  TimeB^  reoogmsing  no  hij^r  aathority  than  the  judgmoit  of  a 
pnre-minded,  educated  woman.  When  I  first  heard  from  the  lipe 
of  Lncretia  Mott  that  I  had  the  same  rig^t  to  think  for  myself  that 
Lnthfflr,  Oslvin,  and  John  Knox  had,  and  the  same  right  to  be 
guided  by  my  own  convictions,  and  would  no  donbt  live  a  higher, 
li:\pj)ier  life  than  if  guided  by  theirs,  I  felt  at  once  a  new-bom  sense 
of  dignity  and  freedom ;  it  was  like  suddenly  coming  into  the  xsya 
of  the  noon-day  sun,  after  wandering  with  a  rushlight  in  the  caves 
of  the  earth.  When  I  confessed  to  her  tny  great  enjoyment  in 
works  of  tiction,  dniraatic  performances,  and  dancing,  and  feared 
from  underneath  that  Quaker  bonnet  (I  now  loved  so  well)  would 
come  some  platitudes  on  the  demoralizing  inliiience  of  such  frivoli- 
ties, she  smiled,  and  .sud,  "  I  regard  dancini^  a  very  hal•ni]cf^s  amuse- 
ment "  ;  and  added,  *'  the  Evangelical  Alliance  that  so  readily  passed 
a  resolution  declaring  dancing  a  sin  for  a  church  member,  tabled  a 
resolution  dedaring  slavery  a  sin  for  a  bishop." 

Sitting  alone  one  day,  as  we  were  about  to  separate  in  London,  I  ex* 
pressed  to  her  my  great  satiafsetion  in  her  acquaintance,  and  thanked 
her  for  the  numy  religioua  doubts  and  fean  she  had  Innished  from 
my  mind.  She  said,  There  is  a  broad  distinction  between  religion 
and  theology.  The  one  is  a  natural,  human  ezperienioe  common  to 
all  well-organiaed  minds.  The  other  is  a  system  of  speculations 
about  the  unseen  and  the  unknowable,  which  the  human  mind  has 
no  power  to  grasp  or  explain,  and  these  speculations  vary  with  every 
sect,  age,  and  type  of  civilization.  Xo  one  knows  any  more  of  what 
lies  beyond  otir  s{>liere  of  action  tlian  tlion  and  T,  and  we  know  notli- 
ing."  EverytliiiiL'  f-he  Siiid  seemed  to  nie  so  true  and  rational,  that 
I  accepted  her  words  of  wisdom  with  the  same  confiding  satisftietion 
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that  did  the  faithful  Crito  those  of  his  beloved  Socrates.  And  yet 
this  pure,  graud  womau  was  shunned  and  feared  by  the  Orthodox 
Friends  throughout  England.  AVhile  in  London  a  rich  young 
Quaker  of  bigoted  tendencies,  who  made  several  breakfttiit  and 
tea  parties  for  the  American  delegates,  always  omitted  to  invite 
Mi-s.  Alott.  He  ver}^  politely  buid  to  her  on  one  occasion  when  he 
was  inviting  others  iu  her  presence,  Thou  must  excuse  me,  Lucxe- 
tia,  for  nol  inviting  tiiee  idth  the  rest,  Imt  I  fear  thy  infloenee  on 
my  children  I ! " 

On  aeveril  ooeeeions  when  we  all  met  at  aodal  gatherings  in 
London,  EUxabeth  Fry  studioosly  avoided  being  in  the  same  apart- 
ment with  Lnoretia  Mott  If  Mni.  Mott  was  conversing  with  a  dude 
of  friends  on  the  lawn,  Hn.  Fry  woald  glide  into  the  honsa  Tf  Mrs. 
Mott  entered  at  one  door,  Mrs.  Fry  walked  out  the  other.  She 
really  seemed  afraid  to  breathe  the  same  atmosphere.  On  another 
oocasioBy  at  William  £aU's»  at  Tottenham,  when  more  circumscribed 
quarters  made  escape  impossible,  it  vras  announced  that  Mrs.  Fry 
felt  a  concern  to  my  something  to  those  present.  TVlien  all  was  si- 
lent she  knelt  and  prayed,  pouring  forth  a  golemn  Jeremiad  against 
the  apostasy  and  intidelity  of  the  day  in  language  so  pointed  and 
personal,  that  we  all  felt  that  Mrs.  Mott  was  the  special  subject 
of  lier  petition.  She  accepted  the  intercession  with  all  due  hu- 
mility, and  fortunately  for  the  harmony  of  the  occasion  was  not 
moved  to  pray  for  Mrs.  Fry,  that  she  might  have  more  love  and 
charity  for  those  who  honestly  differed  with  her  on  unimportant 
3>oints  of  theology.  How  hatefnl  such  bigotry  looks  to  those  capa- 
ble of  getting  outside  their  own  educational  prejudices.  How  pitia- 
UCy  that  even  good  people  shoold  thus  allow  themselves  to  ostnuase 
and  persecute  those  who  hold  different  opinions  from  their  own. 
EKsabeth  Fry  was  not  afraid  to  mingle  in  Kewgate  prison  with  the 
scum  of  the  eartli,  hut  she  was  afraid  to  touch  the  hem  of  Lucretia 
Mott's  garment.  If  Mrs.  Fry  felt  that  she  had  a  higher  troth,  how 
did  she  know  that  she  might  not  influence  Mrs.  Mott  for  good  ?  Lu- 
cretia was  never  afraid  of  anybody.  Nothing  would  have  pleased 
her  better  than  to  compare  her  pearls  of  thought  and  &ith  with 
Elizabeth  Fry.  * 

Visiting  in  many  Quaker  families  during  our  travels  in  England, 
I  was  amazed  to  hear  ]Mrs.  Mott  spoken  of  as  a  most  dangerous 
woman.  Again  and  again  I  was  warned  against  her  influence. 
She  was  spoken  of  as  an  intidel,  a  heretic,  a  disturber,  who  had 
destroyed  the  peace  iu  the  Friends  Society  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
thrown  a  ffrebrsnd  into  the  World's  Convention,  and  that  in  a  re- 
cent speech  in  London  she  quoted  sentiments  from  Mary  WoE- 
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Btonecraft  and  Thomas  Paine.  Having  jnit  learned  to  wonbip  La* 
cretia  Hott  as  the  embodimeDt  of  all  that  was  noble  and  channing 
in  womanhood,  the  terrible  fear  (hat  she  inapiifed  among  English 
"Friends''  filled  me  with  sorrow  and  surprise.  I  never  ventured 
to  mention  her  name  in  tJieir  homes  unless  they  first  introduced  it. 

Sitting  in  the  World's  Convention  one  day  after  Lalf  the  world 
had  been  viited  out,  when  Joseph  Sturge,  a  wealthy  Quaker,  occu- 
pied the  chair,  I  suggested  to  Mrs.  Mott  a  dangeroub  contingency. 
Said  I,  Suppose  in  spite  of  the  vote  of  excommunication  the  S|)int 
should  move  you  to  speak,  what  could  the  chairman  do,  and  which 
would  you  obey  'i  the  Spirit  or  the  Convention  ? "  She  promptly 
replied,  "  Where  the  Spirit  of  God  is,  there  is  liberty." 

Many  aneodotes  are  told  of  Hn,  Kott^s  rigid  economy,  such  as 
sewing  together  the  BmaHest  laga  to  be  woven  into  carpets,  and  writ- 
ing letters  on  infinitedmal  bits  paper ;  bnt  it  must  not  be  inferred 
from  this  peooliaritjr  that  she  was  pennrions,  as  she  was  geneions  in 
her  charities,  and  in  the  support  of  ereiy  good  oanse.  Considering 
her  means  and  the  self-denial  she  practiced  in  her  personal  expenses, 
her  gifts  were  lavish.  Alfred  Love,  President  of  the  Peace  Soeietyi 
who  frequently  received  letters  from  Mrs.  Mott,  says :  "  The  one  be- 
fore me  is  two  and  a  half  inches  wide  by  two  and  a  quarter  inches 
long,  written  on  both  sides,  and  contains  one  hundred  and  forty-one 
words,  and  treats  of  seven  distinct  matters,  and  disposes  of  them  in 
good  order,  apologizing  for  her  apparent  economy  of  paper,  and  en- 
closing a  contribution  of  five  dollars  for  a  benevolent  object." 
Though  she  always  dressed  in  Quaker  costume,  she  attached  no 
special  significance  to  it  as  a  means  of  grace.  One  Sunday  morning 
at  a  religious  meeting,  she  was  in  her  accustomed  seat  in  tfie  gaUeij, 
when  a  young  man,  a  stranger  to  many,  spoke  in  behalf  of  Peaoe. 
At  the  elose  of  the  meeting  some  one  who  could  not  see  the  speaker 
asked  Lneretia  Mott  his  name,  and  added :  Does  he  wear  a  stand- 
ing ooUar  and  dress  plaint"  She  replied  in  her  happy,  eheerfol 
manner,  <<Well,  really  I  did  not  look  to  8ee,  I  was  too  much  inter- 
ested in  what  he  said  to  look  at  the  cut  of  his  ooat." 

'Mid  all  the  difierenoes,  diasensioos,  and  personal  antagonisms, 
through  the  years  we  have  labored  together  iu  the  Woman's  Bights 
movement,  I  can  not  recall  one  word  or  occasion  in  which  Mrs. 
Mott's  influence  has  not  been  for  harmony,  good  -  will,  and  the 
broadest  chant}'.  She  endured  too  much  persecution  herself  ever  to 
join  in  pei-secuting  others.  In  every  reform  she  stood  in  the  fore- 
front of  the  battle.  Wherever  there  was  a  trving  emergency  to  be 
met,  there  you  could  rely  on  Lneretia  Mott.  She  never  dodged  re- 
q>on8ibiUty  nor  disagreeable  occasions.   At  one  time  when  excite* 
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ment  on  the  divorce  question  nn  high  in  Kew  York,  and  there  was  a 
great  hue  and  cryahootfreelove  on  our  platform,  I  was  invited  to  speak 
before  the  Legislature  on  the  bill  then  pending  asking  divorce  for 
drunkenness."   We  chose  the  time  at  the  close  of  one  of  our  Oon« 

ventions,  that  Mr;'.  Mott  might  be  present,  which  she  readily  con- 
sented to  do,  and  promised  to  speak  if  she  felt  inovc<l.  She  charged 
Kmestine  Rose  and  myself  not  to  take  too  radical  groiiiul,  in  view 
of  the  hostility  to  the  bill,  but  to  keep  closely  to  the  merits  of  the 
main  question.  I  told  her  she  might  feel  sure  of  me,  iis  I  had  niy 
speech  written,  and  I  would  read  it  to  her,  which  I  did,  and  received 
her  approval. 

The  time  arrived  for  the  hearing,  and  a  magnificent  audience 
greeted  ns  at  the  OipitdL  The  bill  wm  read,  I  made  the  opening 
speech,  Hn»  Boae  followed. '  We  had  aaked  for  the  modification  of 
certain  statntee  and  the  passage  of  others  making  the  laws  more 
eqnal  for  man  and  woman.  Mnk  Kott  having  -listened  attentively 
to  all  that  was  said,  and  coming  to'  the  oondnaion  that  with  eighteen 
different  causes  for  divorce  in  the  different  States,  there  might 
as  well  be  no  laws  at  all  on  the  question,  she  arose  and  said, 
that  she  had  not  thought  profoundly  on  this  subject,  but  it  seemed 
to  ber  that  no  laws  whatever  on  tliis  relation  would  be  better  than 
such  as  bound  pure,  innocent  women  in  bondage  to  dissipated,  un- 
principled men.  With  such  various  laws  in  the  different  States,  and 
fugitives  from  the  marriage  bond  fleeing  from  one  to  another,  would 
it  not  he  better  to  place  all  the  States  on  the  same  basis,  and  thus 
make  our  national  law.s  homogeneous?"  She  was  surprised  on  re- 
turning to  the  residence  of  Lydia  Mott,  to  hear  that  her  speech  was 
altogether  the  most  radical  of  the  three.  The  bold  statement  of 
**  no  laws,"  however,  was  so  sugar-coated  with  eulogies  on  good  men 
and  the  sacredncss  of  the  marriage  relation,  that  the  press  compli- 
mented  the  moderation  of  Mrs.  JCott  at  onr  eicpense.  We  have  had 
many  a  laugh  over  that  occasion. 

An  amudng  incident  occurred  the  first  year,  1869,  we  held  a 
Convention  in  Waahington.  Ohaplain  Gray,  of  the  Senate,  was  in- 
vited to  open  the  Gonvention  with  prayer.  ICrs.  IMEott  and  I  were 
sitting  close  together,  with  our  heads  bowed  and  eyes  closed,  listen- 
ing to  the  invocation.  As  the  chaplain  proceeded,  he  touched  the 
garden  scene  in  Paradise,  and  spoke  of  woman  as  a  secondary  crea- 
tion, called  into  being  for  the  especial  benefit  of  man,  an  afterthought 
with  the  Creator.  Straightening  up,  Mrs.  Mott  whispered  to  me, 
"  I  can  not  l)ow  my  head  to  such  absurdities."  Edward  M.  Davis, 
in  the  audience,  noticed  his  mother's  movements,  and  knowing  that 
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what  had  stnick  his  mind  had  no  doubt  disturbed  liers  also, 
he  imnieiliatelj  left  the  hall,  returning  shortly  after  Rible  in  hand, 
that  he  might  confound  the  cliaplain  with  tlie  very  book  he  had 
quoted.  He  ascended  tlie  platfurui  just  as  Mr.  Gray  .said  "amen/' 
and  read  from  the  opemng  chapter  of  Genesis,  the  account  of  the 
Bimnltaneoiu  enatSm  of  mia  and  woman,  in  whidi  dominion  wag 
given  to  both  alike  over  eveiy  Uying  thing.  After  Mr.  Davia  made 
a  few  pertinent  remarin  on  the  allegorioal  chaiaoter  of  the  aeoond 
diapter  of  GoBeaiay  Mrs.  Mott  followed  with  a  critical  analjaia  of 
the  prajer,  and  the  portion  of  the  Scnptore  read  \sj  her  aon,  ahow- 
ing  the  eternal  onencfia  and  equality  of  man  and  woman,  the  anion  of 
the  maaeoHne  and  feminine  elements,  like  the  positive  and  negative 
magnetism,  the  centripetal  and  centrifugal  forces  in  nature,  pervad- 
ing the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoma,  the  whole  world 
of  thought  and  action,  as  there  coold  have  been  no  perpetuation  of 
creation  without  these  elements  equal  and  eternal  in  the  Godhead. 
The  press  commented  on  the  novelty  of  reviewing  an  address  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  particularly  when  uttered  by  the  chaplain  of  Con- 
gress. Mrs.  Mott  remarked  on  these  cntu  isms,  "  If  we  can  teach 
clergymen  to  be  as  careful  what  they  siiy  to  God  as  to  man,  our  Con- 
ventions at  the  capital  will  be  of  great  service  to  our  representatives." 

As  a  writer  Mrs.  Mott  was  clear  and  coucLie ;  her  few  published 
sermons,  her  charming  private  letters  and  diary,  with  what  those 
who  knew  her  beat  can  remember,  are  all  of  her  thoughts  bequeath- 
ed to  poeteritj.  Aa  a  apeaker  aha  waa  calm,  clear,  and  nnimpassiono 
ed;  indulged  bnt  little  in  wit,  hnmor,  or  pathoa,  but  by  her  good 
common  senae  and  liberality  on  all  qneationa,  by  her  eameataesa  and 
simplicity,  she  held  the  most  respectful  attention  of  her  audiences. 
Hence  an  occasional  touch  of  humor  or  sarcasm,  or  an  outburst  of 
eloquent  indignation  came  from  her  with  great  power.  She  had 
what  the  Friends  call  unction  ;  that  made  the  most  radical  utter- 
ances from  her  lips  acceptable.  In  her  conversation  she  was  origi- 
nal and  brilliant,  earnest  and  playful.  Such  was  her  persuasiveness 
of  voice  and  manner  that  opinions  receivcKl  with  hisses  from  another 
spejdcer,  were  applauded  when  uttered  by  Mrs.  Mott. 

Some  one  ha^  said  that  "  sagacity,  a  mental  quick-wittedness  for 
meeting  an  eincrgency,  a  sagacity  that  miglit  have  been  called 
shrewdness,  bad  it  not  been  for  a  pervading  heart  quality  tliat  went 
with  it,  was  one  of  her  prominent  traits."  Perhaps  a  wise  diploma- 
cy might  expieaa  this  quality  more  nearly.  No  one  knew  better 
than  she  how  to  avoid  the  aharp  angles  of  a  character  or  an  occasion, 
aa  the  many  anecdotes  told  of  her  so  fnHy  illustrate. 
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Betui-ning  from  England  in  1840,  in  a  merchant  vessel,  a  large  nmp- 
b6r  of  Irish  emigrants  were  on  board  in  the  steerage.  On  the  voy- 
age Mrs.  Mott  was  moved  to  hold  n  joligious  moetinj"^  among  them, 
but  the  matter  being  broached  to  them,  their  Catliolic  prejudices  ob- 
jected. Thev  would  not  hear  a  woman  }»reach,  for  women  priest 
were  not  allowed  in  their  Church.  But  the  sjui  it  that  was  pressing 
upon  the  "woman  pre^ichcr  "  for  utterance  was  not  to  be  prevented 
from  delivering  ita  mcsiiaire  without  a  nujre  strenuous  effort  to  re- 
move the  obstacle.  She  a&ked  that  the  emigrants  might  be  invited 
to  come  together  to  consider  with  her  whether  they  would  have  a 
meeting.  This  was  bnt  lair  and  right,  and  they  eame.  She  then  ex- 
plained how  difforokt  her  idea  of  a  meeting  was  from  a  chnreh  service 
to  whJdk  ihey  were  aeeoatomed;  that  she  had  no  thought  of  &i}  ing 
anything  derogatory  of  that  aenrice  nor  of  the  priests  who  ministered 
to  thm ;  that  lier  heart  had  been  drawn  to  them  in  sympathy,  as 
they  were  leaving  their  old  homes  for  new  ones  in  America;  and 
that  she  had  wanted  to  address  them  as  to  their  habits  and  aims  in 
their  every-daj  life  in  snch  a  way  aa  to  help  them  in  the  land  of 
strangers  to  which  thej  were  going.  And  then  asking  if  they 
would  listen  (and  they  were  already  listening  because  her  gracious 
voice  and  words  so  entranced  them  they  could  not  help  it),  she  said 
she  would  give  an  outline  of  what  she  had  wanted  to  saj  at  the 
meeting,  and  so  she  was  drawn  on  by  the  silent  sympathy  she  had 
secured  until  the  Spirit's  message  was  delivered ;  and  only  the  keen- 
est witted  of  her  Catholic  hearers  waked  up  to  the  fact,  as  they  were 
going  out,  that  they  had  got  the  preachment  from  the  woman  priest 
after  all. 

Presiding  at  a  woman's  convention  on  one  occasion,  a  speaker 
painted  a  very  vivid  picture  in  the  darkest  colors  of  this  nation's  in- 
jnstioe  to  oppressed  dasses,  and  from  the  e3q>erience  of  other  nations 
not  based  upon  principle,  he  foretold  the  certain  downfall  of  our  re- 
public On  rising,  he  had  said  that  he  feared  he  should  not  be 
able  to  do  his  theme  jostioe,  as  he  had  jnst  risen  from  a  bed  of  nek- 
ness,"  bnt  warming  np  with  his  sabjeet  he  rivaled  Isaiah  in  his  Jere* 
miad,  and  left  his  audience  in  gloom  and  despair,  the  president  shar- 
ing in  the  general  feeling,  for  the  appeal  had  been  thrilling  and 
terrible.  In  a  moment,  howevw,  Mrs.  Hott  arose,  saying :  "  I  trust 
our  future  is  not  as  hopeless  as  our  faithful  friend,  Parker  Pillsbury, 
has  jnst  pictured.  We  must  remember  he  told  us  in  starting  that  ho 
had  just  risen  from  a  bed  of  sickness,  and  tluit  may  in  a  mea>ure  a^-- 
connt  for  his  gloomy  forebodings."  The  au<lience  burst  fortli  into 
a  roar  of  applause  and  laughter,  and  the  preisident  introduced  tlie 
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next  speaker,  seemingly  unconscious  that  she  had  stalilud  tlie  prophet 
through  and  through,  and  dissipated  the  effect  of  bia  waniiuge. 

Mrs.  Mott  was  frequently  chosen  the  presiding  officer  of  the  early 
oonTentioDs.  Tlioagli  she  seldom  r^g^utled  Oiuhing's  Maatial  in 
her  rnliugs,  she  maintained  order  and  good  feeling  by  the  persnasive- 
neaa  and  aerenitj  of  her  Toioe and  manner.  Emenon  aaya:  It  is 
not  what  the  man  says,  bnt  it  is  the  spirit  behind  it  which  makes 
the  impresaon."  It  was  this  snbCle  magnetiam  of  the  tme,  grand 
woman,  ever  faithf al  to  her  highest  oonTiotions  of  tmth,  that  made 
her  always  respected  in  every  position  she  occnpied.  Hers  was  pure 
moral  power,  for  in  that  frail  organization  there  could  be  but  Uttle 
of  what  is  called  physical  magnetism.  Hctr  placid  face  showed  that 
she  was  at  peace  with  herself,  the  tin?t  requisite  in  a  successful 
leader  of  reform.  That  Mrs.  Mott  could  have  maintained  her  sweet- 
ness and  charity  to  the  end,  is  a  marvel  in  view  of  the  varied  and 
protracted  persecutions  she  endured. 

Karely  have  so  many  different  and  8U|)erior  qualities  been  com- 
bined in  one  woman.  She  had  £?reat  personal  beauty ;  her  brow 
and  eye  were  remarkable.  Although  small  in  stature,  it  is  ^aid  of  her 
as  it  was  of  Channing,  he  too  being  of  diminutive  size,  that  she 
made  yon  think  she  waa  larger  than  she  was.  She  had  a  look  of 
command.  The  amount,  of  will  force  and  intelligent  power  in  her 
small  body  was  enough  to  direct  the  nnivene ;  yet  she  was  modest 
and  nnaasoming  and  had  none  of  the  personal  airs  of  leadership. 
Her  manners  were  gentle  and  setf-poaBoesed  nnder  all  ciiecmstances. 
Her  conversation,  though  generally  serious,  earnest  and  logical,  was 
sometimes  {dayfnl  and  always  good  humored.  Her  attitude  of 
mind  was  receptive.  She  never  seemed  to  think  even  in  her  latest 
years  that  she  had  explored  all  tnith.  Though  siie  had  very  clearly 
defined  opinions  on  eveiy  snbject  that  came  nnder  her  eonaideration, 
she  never  dogmatized. 

It  was  this  healthy  balance  of  frovA  rpialities  that  made  her  irn'at 
among  other  women  of  genius;  and  the  multiplicity  of  her  inter- 
ests in  human  affairs  that  kept  her  fresh  and  young  to  the  last.  The 
thinkers,  the  scholar^s,  the  broadest  intellects  are  often  the  octKge- 
narians,  while  the  narrow  seltish  souls  dry  up  in  their  own  channels 
One  of  her  noble  sisters  in  reform  \\m  truly  said,  Birth  made  Vic- 
toria a  queen,  but  her  own  pure,  sweet  Ufe  made  Lucretia  Mott  a 
qneen ;  queen  of  a  realm  on  which  the  aou  never  aets^  the  realm 
of  humanity.  If  ever  any  one  inherited  the  earth  it  was  this  blesa- 
ed  Quaker  woman." 

Space  fiuls  me  to  tell  of  all  the  pleasant  memories  of  onr  forty  years 
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friendship,  of  the  inspiration  she  has  been  to  those  on  our  platform, 
of  the  bond  of  union  to  hold  us  together,  of  the  innumerable  con- 
ventions over  which  she  has  presided,  of  the  many  long  journeys 
both  North  and  South  to  carry  the  triad  tidings  of  justice,  liberty, 
and  equality  to  all.  A  missionary  who  always  traveled  at  her  own 
expense,  giving  her  best  thoughts  freely,  asking  nothing  in  return, 
neither  money,  praise,  nor  honor;  for  misrepresentation  and  cruel 
persecution  were  the  only  return  she  had  for  years.  Both  in  re- 
ligion and  reform  hen  was  a  free  goepel  to  the  mnltitode. 

Ab  division  has  been  the  htw  in  poUtios,  religion,  and  reform, 
woman  snffrage  proved  no  exception.  Bnt  Lncretia  Mott  and  her 
noble  sister,  Jdartha  0.  Wright,  remained  stMfast  with  those  who 
had  taken  the  initiative  steps  in  calling  the  first  Oonventbn,  and 
with  the  larger  and  more  radical  division  their  sympathies  remained> 
both  being  prominent  officers  of  the  National  Woman  Suffrage  Asso- 
ciation at  the  time  of  their  death.  They  fully  endorsed  the  great  les- 
son of  the  war.  National  protection  for  United  States  citizens,  ap. 
plied  to  woman  as  well  as  to  the  African  race,  the  doctrine  the 
association  to  which  they  belong^  has  SO  snoceasfully  advocated 
at  Washington  for  twelve  years. 

Reading  the  numerous  complimentary  obituary  notices  of  our 
long  1ov(m1  friend,  so  fair,  so  tender,  so  full  of  praise,  we  have  ex- 
claimed, what  changes  the  passing  years  have  wrought  in  the  po])U- 
lar  estinKite  of  a  woman  once  considcrerl  so  dangerous  an  innovator 
in  the  botial  and  religious  world ;  and  yet  the  Lucretui  Mott  of  to- 
day is  only  the  perfected,  well-rounded  character  of  half  a  century 
ago.  Bnt  the  slowly  moving  masses  that  feared  her  then  as  an  infi- 
del, a  fanatic,  an  nnsezed  woman,  have  followed  her  footsteps  nntii 
a  l>roeder  oatlook  has  expanded  their  mxml  vision.  The  ^  vagaries  " 
of  the  anti-slavefy  straggle,  in  which  she  took  a  leading  part,  have 
been  coined  into  law ;  and  the  **  wild  fantasies  **  of  the  Abolitionists 
are  now  the  XIII.,  XIY.,  and  XT.  Amendments  to  the  National 
Constitution.  The  prolonged  and  bitter  schisms  in  the  Society  of 
Friends  liave  shed  now  light  on  the  tyranny  of  crce<ls  and  script* 
nres.  The  infidel  Uicksite  principles  that  shocked  Christendom, 
are  now  the  comer-stones  of  the  liberal  religions  movement  in  this 
country.  The  demand  for  woman's  social,  civil,  and  political  equal- 
ity— in  which  she  was  foremost — laughed  at  from  the  Atlantic  to 
tiie  Facitic,  has  been  recognized  in  a  measure  by  courts  and  legis- 
latures, in  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The  old  Black- 
stone  code  for  woman  lias  received  its  death-blow,  and  the  collies, 
tiudes,  and  professions  have  been  opened  for  her  admission. 
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The  name  of  Lucretia  Mott  represents  more  fully  than  any  other 
in  the  nineteenth  century,  the  sum  of  all  womanly  virtues.  Aa 
wife,  mother,  friend,  she  was  marked  for  her  delicate  sentiments, 
warm  affections,  and  steadfast  loyalty  ;  as  housekeeper,  for  her  rigid 
economy,  cleanliness,  order,  and  exhaastlcBS  patience  with  servants 
and  children ;  as  neighbor,  for  jastiee  and  honor  in  all  her  dealings ; 
as  teacher,  even  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen,  for  her  skill  and  f Mth^ 
fnlness. 

One  who  has  lived  eighty-eight  jears  *mid  a  yoong,  improsdble 
people  like  onrs,  ever  reflecting  the  exalted  virtnes  of  the  trne  Wom- 
an, the  earnest  reformer,  the  reUgions  teacher,  mnst  have  left  her 
impress  for  good  in  every  relation  of  life.  When  we  remember  that 
eveiy  word  we  utter,  every  act  we  perform,  the  individual  atmos- 
phere we  create  have  their  effect,  not  only  on  all  who  come  within 
the  circle  of  our  daily  life,  but  through  them  are  wafted  to  innu- 
merable other  circles  beyond,  we  can  in  a  measure  appreciate  the 
far-reaching  influence  of  one  grand  life.  Great  as  has  been  the 
acknowledfi^ed  moral  power  of  Lucretia  Mott,  it  would  have  been 
vastly  greater,  had  her  opinions  been  legitimately  recognized  in  the 
laws  and  constitutions  of  the  nation  ;  and  could  she  have  enjoyed  the 
consciousness  of  exerting  this  direct  intiucncc,  it  would  have  inten- 
eitied  the  holy  pui-pose  of  her  life.  "  The  highest  earthly  desire  of 
a  ripened  mind,''  aaja  Thomas  Arnold,  is  the  desire  of  tsking  an 
active  share  in  the  great  work  of  government'*  Those  only  who 
are  capable  of  appreciating  this  dignity  can  measure  the  extent  to 
which  this  noble  woman  has  been  defrauded  as  a  citizen  of  this  great 
Bepnblic.  Neither  can  they  measore  the  loss  to  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  of  the  wisdom  of  such  a  representative  woman. 

In  the  manifold  tributes  to  tiie  memory  of  our  beloved  friend,  we 
hare  yet  to  see  the  first  mention  of  her  ]>olitical  degradation,  which 
she  so  keenly  felt  and  so  often  deplored  on  our  platform.  Why 
are  the  press  and  the  pulpit,  with  all  their  euloginms  of  her  virtues, 
80  oblivious  to  the  humiliating  fact  of  her  disfranchisement  if  Are 
political  disabilities,  accounted  such  grievous  wronir?  to  the  Southern 
aristocrat,  to  the  emancipated  slave,  to  the  proud  Aii^do-Saxon  man 
in  every  latitude,  of  so  little  value  to  woman  that  when  a  nation 
mourns  the  loss  of  the  grandest  representative  of  our  sex,  no  tear  is 
shed,  no  regret  expressed,  no  mention  eyen  made  of  her  political 
degradation  1 

We  might  ask  the  question  why  this  universal  outpouring  of  trib- 
utes to  our  Tenerated  Mend,  exceeding  all  honors  hitherto  paid  to 
the  great  women  of  onr  nation,  who,  one  by  one,  have  passed  avray 
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It  IB  because  Lneretia  Mott  was  a  phiknthropist ;  her  life  was  dedi* 
cated  to  the  rights  of  hamanity.  When  the  poet,  the  novelist,  the 
philosopher,  and  the  metaphyrican  have  heen  foigotten,  the  memory 
of  the  tme  reformer  will  remain  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  the  mnlti> 
tnde.  P^ehold  !  the  beauty  of  yonder  fountain,  after  its  upward  flight, 
is  where  it  tnms  again  to  earth,  bo  is  the  life  of  one  morally  beautifal, 
ever  drawn  by  a  law  of  its  being  from  the  donds  of  speculation  to 
the  common  interests  of  humanity. 

The  question  is  often  asked  of  us  on  this  platform,  will  the  chil- 
dren of  the.se  reformers  take  up  the  work  that  falU  fnun  their 
hands?  It  is  more  than  probable  they  will  not.  It  is  with  reform- 
ers' children  as  others,  they  seldom  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  their 
parents.  As  a  o:eneral  thint^  the  non  of  a  farmer  hates  the  plow, 
the  son  of  a  lawyer  is  not  attnicted  to  the  bar,  nor  the  son  of  a 
clergyman  to  the  pulpit.  The  daughter  of  the  pattern  housekeeper 
turns  to  literature  or  art,  and  the  child  of  the  reformer  has  no  heart 
for  martyrdom.  It  is  philosophieal  that  onr  sodb  and  daoghters 
should  not  he  here.  1?o  a  certain  extent  they  have  shared  the  odinm 
and  peraeention  we  have  provoked,  they  have  been  ostradeed  and 
ignored  for  heradea  they  have  never  accepted.  The  hnmiliation  of 
our  chfldren  baa  been  the  bittereet  drop  in  the  cup  of  lef onnera. 
Look  around  our  platform,  not  one  representative  of  the  biave  band 
of  women  who  inaugurated  this  movement  la  here !  Not  one  of 
our  kindred  has  evor  jet  in  these  oonvmtions  echoed  our  demands. 
Ts  everthelesa  we  are,  and  shall  be  represented  1  We  see  bright  new 
&ce8;  we  hear  eloquent  new  voices;  brave  yom^  women  are 
gathering  round  us,  to  plead  our  cause  in  more  august  assemblies, 
and  to  celebrate  the  victory  at  last.  These  arc  onr  kindred,  by 
holier  ties  than  blood.  As  their  way  through  life  will  be  smoother 
for  all  our  noble  friend  has  dared  and  suffered,  may  they  by  the 
same  courage  and  conscienti 'Us  devotion  to  principle,  shed  new 
light  on  the  path  of  those  who  follow  their  footsteps.  This  is  the 
great  mural  ieesou  the  life  of  our  dear  iriend  should  impress  on  the 
coming  generation. 

Having  known  Lneretia  Mott,  not  only  in  the  flush  of  life,  when 
all  her  lenities  were  at  their  zenith,  but  in  the  repose  of  advanced 
age,  her  withdrawal  from  onr  midst  seems  as  natural  and  as  beautiful 
as  tiie  changing  foliage  of  some  grand  oak  from  the  spring-time  to 
the  autumn. 
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ENGLISH  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  following  interesting  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  exclueion  I 
of  women  from  the  World's  Convention,  reveals  the  fact  that  the 
action  was  the  result,  after  all,  of  religions  bigotry  more  than  preju- 
dice against  sex.  And  this  opinion  is  further  confinned  by  the  de- 
cided opposition  promptly  manifested  to  Lucretia  Mott's  propo«il 
to  have  a  series  of  meetings  for  women  alone.  Some  of  the  Ortho- 
dox Friends  said  they  were  Afriid,  that  nnder  the  plea  of  diecussing 
emancipation  for  the  b]a70»  other  sabjeeta  might  be  introduoed. 
Kra.  Mott,  deairing  to  know  what  Daniel  O'Connell  thought  of  the 
aetion  of  the  Convention,  wrote  him  aa  loillowa : 

The  TCjeotod  delegates  from  Amerlea  to  the  "  Oeneval  Antl-Slayery 
Conference,"  am  deeiroas  to  have  tibe  opinion  of  one  tA  the  moet  distin- 

gnished  advorafps  of  universal  liberty,  as  to  the  reasons  urged  by  the 
majority  for  their  rejection,  viz:  that  the  admission  of  women  being  con- 
trary to  £nglish  usage  would  subject  them  to  ridicule,  tuid  that  such 
reoognition  of  their  acknowledged  principles  woald  prejadioe  the  eaote 
of  human  fkeedom. 

Permit  me,  then,  on  behalf  of  the  delegation,  to  ask  Daniel  O'Connell  ^ 
the  favor  of  his  sentiments  as  incidentally  expressed  in  the  nieeting  on 
the  morning  of  the  13th  inst,  and  oblige  his  sincere  friend, 

LUCKKTIA  MOTT. 

LoKDOV,  8iscih  mo:,  17,  1640. 

16  Paia  Uaio.,  Hath  JwMt  1810. 

Madam:— Taking  the  liberty  of  protesting  against  bdng  sopposed  to 

adopt  any  of  the  complimentary  phrases  in  your  letter  as  being  applica- 
ble to  me,  I  readily  comply  with  your  request  to  give  my  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  admission  of  the  female  delegates  into  the  Convention. 

I  should  premise  by  avowing  that  my  first  impression  was  strong  against 
Uiat  admission;  and  I  believe  I  deolared  that  opinion  In  pitvate  eonver- 
eatlon.  But  when  I  was  called  on  by  you  to  give  my  personal  decision 
on  the  subject,  1  felt  it  my  duty  to  investigate  the  grounds  of  the  opin- 
ion I  had  formed;  and  upon  that  investigation  I  easily  discovered  that 
it  was  founded  on  no  better  grounds  than  an  apprehension  of  the  ridi> 
eale  it  might  ezdte  if  the  ConTention  were  to  do  what  is  so  nnnsoal  in 
England — admit  women  to  an  equal  share  and  li^t  of  the  disoussion. 
I  also  without  difficulty  recognized  that  this  was  an  unworthy,  and,  in* 
deed,  a  cowardly  motive,  and  I  etusily  overcame  its  influence. 

My  mature  consideration  of  the  entire  subject  convinces  me  of  the 
r^t  of  the  female  delegates  to  take  their  seats  in  the  Convention,  and 
of  the  injustice  of  exolnding  them.   I  do  not  care  to  add  that  I  deem  it  j 
also  impolitic;  because,  that  exclusion  being  unjust,  it  ought  nottohttve 
taken  place  even  iX  it  could  also  be  politic.  My  reasons  are: 
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Fir^.  That  aa  it  baa  bean  the  ptaotioa  in  AmMiea  for  fsmalMi  to  aot  aa 

delegates  and  ofElce-bearers,  aa  well  as  in  common  capacity  of  membera 
of  Anti-Slavery  Societies,  the  persons  ivho  called  this  Convention  ought 
to  have  warned  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Societies  to  confine  their 
choice  to  males,  and  for  want  of  this  caution  many  female  delegates  have 
made  tong  Joomeys  by  land  and  erowed  the  ooean  to  ei^oy  a  ili^t  which 
they  had  no  reaeon  to  fear  would  be  withheld  ilrom  them  at  the  end  of 
their  tedious  voyage. 

S*'roHdJy.  The  faufo  which  is  so  intimately  interwoven  with  every  good 
feeling  of  humanity  and  with  the  highest  and  most  sacred  principles  of 
Chrifltiaaity— the  Anti-OlaTery  eanae  in  Amwlea^is  under  the  greatest, 
the  deepest,  the  most  heart-lrfading  obligations  to  the  females  who  have 
Joined  the  Anti-Slavery  Societies  in  the  United  States.  They  have  shown 
a  passive  but  permanent  courage,  which  ought  to  put  many  of  the  ninle 
advocates  to  the  blush.  The  American  ladies  have  persevered  in  our 
holy  cause  amidst  dillleulties  and  dangers,  with  the  teal  of  confessors 
and  tiie  flnnness  of  martyrs;  and,  therefore,  emphatically  they  should 
not  be  disparaged  or  discouraged  by  any  slight  or  contumely  offered  to 
their  rights.  Neither  are  this  slight  aTul  contumely  much  dimiiiiHhed  by 
the  fact  that  it  was  not  intended  to  offer  any  slight  or  to  convey  any  con- 
tumely. Both  results  inoTitably  follow  Ikom  the  Ihet  d  rejeellon.  This 
ouoBT  mn  to  be. 

Thirdly.  Even  in  England,  with  all  our  fastidiousness,  women  vote 
upon  the  great  regulation  of  the  Bank  of  England;  in  the  nomination  of 
it«  directors  and  governors,  and  in  all  other  details  equally  with  men ; 
that  is,  they  assist  in  the  most  awftiUy  important  businMS— 4lie  regular 
tlon  of  the  eurreney  of  this  mighty  Empire— influencing  the  fortunes  of 
all  commercial  nations. 

Fourthly.  Our  women  in  like  manner  vote  at  the  India  House;  that 
is,  in  the  regulation  of  the  government  of  more  than  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  human  beings. 

FffWp,  Mind  has  no  ssoc;  and  in  tiie  peaceable  struggle  to  abolish 
slavery  all  over  the  world,  it  is  the  basis  of  the  present  Ckmventioa  to 
seek  isuccess  by  peaceable,  moral,  and  intellectual  moans  alone,  to  the 
utter  eiclusion  of  armed  violence.  We  are  engaged  in  a  strife  not  of 
Strength,  but  of  argument.  Our  warfare  is  not  military;  it  is  Christian. 
We  wield  not  the  wecqpons  of  destruction  or  injury  to  our  adversaries. 
We  rely  entirely  on  reason  and  persuasion  common  to  both  sexes,  and 
on  the  emotions  of  benevolence  and  charity,  which  are  moie  lovely  and 
permanent  amongst  women  than  amongst  men. 

In  the  Church  to  which  I  belong  the  female  sex  are  devoted  by  as 
Strict  rules  and  with  aa  mucii,  if  not  more,  unceaefatg  austerity  to  the 
perfonnance  (and  that  to  the  eyahisfnn  of  all  woridly  or  temporal  Joys 
and  pleasures)  of  all  works  of  humanity,  of  education,  of  benevolence, 
and  of  charity,  in  all  its  holy  and  sacred  branches,  as  the  men.  The 
great  work  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  embraces  all  these  charitable 
categories;  and  the  women  have  the  same  duties,  and  should*  thereftne^ 
enjoy  tlie  same  rights  irith  men  in  the  perfonnance  of  their  duties. 

I  have  a  consciousness  that  1  have  not  done  mp  dntf  in  not  sooner 
98 
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urging  these  considerations  on  the  Convention.    My  ezciue  is that  I  wai 
unavoidably  absent  duriu^j  tlip  discussion  on  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  madam, 
Your  ob«dient  servant, 
LvoBBHA.  Mem.  Dasiel  O'CONarSLL. 

The  following  earneBt  and  friendlj  letter  from  WiOiam  Howitt, 
was  highly  prised  by  Mrs.  Mott : 

homxm,  Jtim  S7,  1840. 

Dkak  Priknd  : — .  ...  I  regret  that  I  waa  prevented  from  making  a 
part  of  the  Convention,  as  nothing  should  have  hindered  me  from  stating 
there  in  the  phiinest  terms  my  opinion  of  the  recU  grounds  on  which  you 
wen  Rjjeoted.  It  Is  a  pity  that  you  were  exoluded  on  the  plea  of  being 
women;  but  it  is  disgostiiig  that  vadOT  that  plea  yon  irara  aetaally 
excluded  as  heretics.  That  is  the  real  ground,  and  it  ought  to 
have  been  at  once  proclaimed  and  exposed  by  the  liberal  members 
of  the  Convention;  but  I  believe  they  were  not  aware  of  the  iaot.  I 
heard  of  the  eirennietaiioe  of  your  exdualoii  at  a  diatanoe^  and  hnmedi- 
ately  said :  **  Bzolnded  on  the  gioand  tliat  thej  en  women  f  "  No,  tliat 
is  not  the  real  cause;  there  is  something  behind.  And  what  are  these 
female  delegates  ?  Are  they  orthodox  in  religion  ?  The  answer  was 
"  No,  they  are  considered  to  be  of  the  Uiciisite  party  of  Friends."  My  re* 
ply  was,  "That  is  enough;  thon  lies  the  real  eaose,  and  there  needs  no 
other.  The  iaflnentlal  Friends  in  the  Convention  wonld  never  for  a  mo- 
ment  tolerate  their  presence  there  if  they  could  prevent  it.  They  hate 
thf  in  bocttuse  they  have  dared  to  call  in  question  their  sectarian  dogmas 
and  assumed  authority ;  and  they  have  taken  care  to  brand  them  in  the 
eyes  of  the  GalTinlstio  IMssenters,  who  form  anotliw  large  and  infloeiH 
tfal  iKNTtlon  of  the  ConTentlon,  as  Unitarians;  in  their  eyes  the  most 
odious  of  heretics." 

But  what  a  miserable  spectacle  is  this!  The  "World's  Conven- 
tion" converting  itself  into  the  fa^-end  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  t  That  Oonvention  met  fnm  various  eonn- 
tries  end  eUmates  to  oonslder  how  it  shell  best  adnmee  the  saered 
oanse  of  humanity;  of  the  freedom  of  the  race,  independent  of  caste 
or  color.  Immediately  falls  the  victim  of  bigotry;  and  one  of  its  first 
acts  is  to  establish  a  caste  of  sectarian  opinion,  and  to  introduoe  color 
into  the  very  soul  I  Had  I  not  seen  of  late  years  a  good  deal  of  the  spirit 
which  now  rales  the  Society  of  Friends,  my  snrprlse  would  hare  been  un< 
bounded  at  seeing  them  argue  for  the  exclusion  of  women  from  a  public 
assembly,  as  women.  But  nothing  which  they  do  now  surprises  me. 
They  have  in  this  case  to  gratify  their  wretched  spirit  of  intolerance,  at 
once  abandoned  cme  of  the  most  noble  end  most  pUIoeophieal  of  the  es- 
tablished iwindples  of  their  own  Society. 

That  Society  claims,  and  claims  Justly,  to  be  the  first  Christian  party 
vhich  has  recojfiiizod  the  great  Christian  doctrine  that  thkrk  is  no  skx 
TS  SOULS;  that  male  and  female  are  one  in  Christ  Jesus.  There  were 
Fox  and  Penn  and  the  first  giants  of  the  Society  who  dared  In  flic  fMe  of 
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the  world's  prejudices  to  place  woman  in  her  first  rank;  to  recognize  and 
uiaiiitain  her  moral  and  intellectual  equality.  It  was  this  Society  which 
thus  gave  to  woman  her  inalienable  rights,  her  true  liberty;  which  re- 
stored to  her  the  ezendie  of  mfaid,  and  the  eapadty  to  e^Ut  before  her 
AMomed  ancient  lord  and  master,  the  hi^eet  qnalitiee  of  the  hnnuui 
heart  and  understanding;  discretion,  sound  connnel,  sure  sagacity,  rain- 
gled  with  feminine  delicacy,  and  that  beautiful  innate  modesty  which 
avails  more  to  restrain  its  possessor  within  the  bounds  of  prudence  and 
veefhlnen  than  all  the  Ukwa  of  eorrupt  society.  It  was  tide  Sooiety  whloh, 
At  oaoe  Aaileee  In  Ite  eonfldenee  hi  w«»nan*s  goodneoe  and  eense  of  pro- 
priety, gave  its  female  portion  its  own  meetings  of  discipline,  meetings 
of  civil  discussion  and  transaction  of  actual  and  various  business.  It  was 
this  Society  which  did  more;  which  permitted  its  women  in  the  face  of  a 
^reat  apofltolie  tojtanetion  to  stand  forth  in  ite  ehinelMW  and  preaeh  the 
Oo^L  It  haa»  in  faet,  sent  tliem  oat  armed  ni^  the  aothocity  of  ite 
«ertlflcates  to  the  very  ende  of  the  earth  to  praaeh  in  pnblie;  to  vidt  and 
persuade  in  private. 

And  what  has  been  the  oonsequenoe  f  Have  the  women  put  their  faith 
And  philosophy  to  shame  t  Hato  thej  disgraoed  themeelvefl  or  the 
flode^  wiiieh  has  eonllded  in  them  f  Have  they  proved  by  their  Iblllee, 
their  aactravaganoes,  their  onwomanly  boldness  and  want  of  a  Just  sense  of 
■decorum  that  these  great  men  were  wrong  ?  On  the  contrary,  T  will  ven- 
ture to  say,  and  I  have  seen  something  of  all  classes,  that  there  is  not  in 
the  whole  civilized  world  a  body  of  women  to  be  found  of  the  same  num- 
bers, who  exhibit  more  modesty  of  manner  and  deUoaey  of  mind  than 
ilie  ladies  of  the  Society  of  lUends;  andfsw  who  equal  them  in  sound 
isense  and  dignity  of  dmnvcter.  There  can  be  no  question  that  the  rec- 
ognition of  the  monil  and  intellectual  equality  of  the  most  lovely  and  in- 
teresting portion  of  our  Society  has  tended,  and  that  very  materially,  to 
Talse  them  greatly  In  Talae  as  wives,  as  boeom  Mends  and  domeslie 
4soan8elors,  whose  inestimable  wortti  is  only  diseovered  in  times  of  trial 
And  perplexity. 

And  here  have  gone  the  little  men  of  the  present  day,  and  have  knocked 
<lowu  iu  the  face  of  the  world  all  tiiut  thuir  ancestors,  in  this  respect,  had 
boUt  up  t  If  tliey  are  at  all  oonsistent  tliey  must  earry  out  their  new 
principle  and  sweep  it  through  the  andent  oonstitntion  of  their  own 
f^ociety.  They  inuft  at  once  put  down  meetings  of  discipline  among  their 
women;  they  mu.st  call  home  such  as  are  in  dintant  countries,  or  are 
traversing  this,  preaching  and  visiting  families.  There  must  be  no  ap- 
pointmentfl  of  women  to  meet  eommlttees  of  men  to  deUberate  on  mat- 
ters of  great  Importanoe  to  the  Soeiety.  Bnt  IliefMt  is,  mydear  iHend, 
that  bigotry  is  never  consistent  except  that  is  always  narrow,  always 
ungracious,  and  always  under  plea  of  uniting  Qod*s  people,  soattecing 
them  one  from  another,  and  rendering  them  weak  as  water. 

I  want  to  know  ndiat  religions  opinions  have  to  do  with  a  **Woild*s 
Conveniion.**  IMd  yon  meet  to  settle  doetrines,  or  to  eonspire  against 
slavery  7  Many  an  august  council  has  attempted  to  settle  doctrines,  and 
in  vain;  and  you  had  before  you  a  subject  so  vast,  so  pressing,  so  mo- 
mentous, that  in  presence  of  its  sublimity,  any  petty  Jealousy  and  fancied 
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idea  of  eaperiority  ought  to  hare  fallen  as  dast  from  the  bonghs  of  a  ce- 
dar. Yoo  BM  delegates,  had  to  meet  thia  awfal  fact  in  the  face,  and  to 
consite  bow  U  «lioiilcl  be  grappled  vltb;  bow  tb«  united  power  of  elvU- 
iied  nattone  shou  id  be  brought  to  bear  apoa  it  1  The  fact  that  after  near^ 
a  century  of  gradually  growing  and  accumulating  efforts  to  put  down 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  little  has  been  done;  that  there  are  now 
more  slaves  in  the  world  thau  ever,  and  that  the  slave  trade  is  far  more 
extensive  and  monetione  than  it  was  when  daifeson  raised  his  voice 
against  its  extinction;  that  is  a  fact  which,  if  the  men  who  now  take  tho 
lead  in  warring  on  the  evil  were  truly  great  men,  it  would  silence  in  them 
every  other  feeling  than  that  of  its  enormity,  and  the  godlike  resolve  that 
all  hands  and  all  hearts  should  be  raistid  before  Heaven  and  united  in  its 
^rfrit  to  fltaaee  thtoapwadlng  villainy  ftom  tbe  earth  speedily  and  IbraTer. 
But  men,  however  banerolent,  can  not  bn  great  men  if  they  are  bigots. 
Bigots  are  like  the  peasants  who  build  their  cabins  in  the  mighty  palaces 
of  the  ancient  Ceesars.  The  Ctesars  who  raised  the  past  fabrics  are  gone, 
and  the  power  in  which  they  raised  them  is  gone  with  them.  Poor  and 
little  men  raise  th^  huts  wltiiin  tboee  august  palaoe  walls,  and  fluiey 
themselves  the  inhabitants  of  the  palaoes  themsdves.  80  in  the  mighty 
fane  of  ^h^i^'tianity,  bigots  and  sectarians  are  rontinnally  rearing  their 
little  cabins  of  sects  and  parties,  and  would  fain  pert5uadt'  us,  while  they 
fill  their  own  narrow  tenements,  that  they  fill  the  glorious  greatness  of 
CbristlaDity  Itself  I 

It  Is  snrky  high  time  that  after  ri^teen  hundred  yean  ot  Clhiist*s 
reign  we  should  be  prepared  to  allow  each  other  to  hold  an  opinion  on 
the  most  important  of  all  subjects  to  ourselves  !  It  is  surely  time  that  we 
opened  our  eyes  sufficiently  to  see  what  is  so  plain  in  the  (iospel :  the 
sublime  diffBienee  between  the  Spirit  of  Ohilit  and  the  spirit  of  His  die- 
dpies  when  they  would  have  made  a  bigot  of  Him.  *'  We  saw  men 
doing  miracles  in  thy  name;  and  we  forbade  them."'  "  Forbid  thetn  not. 
for  they  who  are  not  against  us  are  for  us."  It  is  not  by  (i'lrtriri&s  that 
Christ  said  Uis  disciples  should  be  known,  but  by  their  fruits;  and  by 
the  graatest  of  aU  frnita— love. 

ToOf  dear  friend,  and  those  noble  women  to  whom  I  address  myself 
when  addressing  you.  have  shown  in  your  own  country  the  grand  Chris- 
tian testimonial  of  love  to  mankind  in  the  highest  degree.  You  have 
put  your  Uves  in  your  hands  for  the  sake  of  man's  freedom  from  caste, 
color,  and  mammon ;  and  the  greatest  disgrace  that  has  of  lato  yean  be<> 
fyien  this  country  is,  that  you  have  been  refttsed  admittance  as  delegates 
to  Uie  Oonvention  met  ostensibly  to  work  that  very  work  for  which  you 
hfive  so  generously  labored  and  freely  sutfored.  The  Convention  has  not 
merely  insulted  you,  but  those  who  sent  you.  It  has  testified  that  the 
men  of  America  are  at  least  far  ahead  of  us  iu  their  opinion  of  the  discre- 
tion and  useAilness  of  women.  But  above  all,  this  aet  of  ezelnsion  haa 
shown  how  far  the  Society  of  Friends  is  fiillen  from  its  aneient  state  of 
greatness  and  catholic  nobleness  of  spirit. 

But  my  time  Is  gone.  I  have  not  said  one-half,  one-tenth,  ono-liuu- 
dredth  part  of  what  I  could  say  to  you  and  to  your  companions  on  this 
snbjeet;  but  of  this  be  assured,  time  and  your  own  delegaton  will  do 
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yoa  Jastioe.  The  true  Christians  in  all  a^es  were  the  heretics  of  the  time; 
And  this  I  say  not  because  I  believe  exactly  a«  you  do,  for  in  truth  I 
neither  know  nor  desire  to  know  exactly  bow  far  we  think  alike.  All 
thai  I  Imow  or  mutt  to  know  ii,  fhal  joo  have  diown  tiie  grand  mark 
of  Chiifltian  troth— love  to  mankind. 

I  have  heard  the  noble  Oarrison  blamed  that  ho  had  not  taken  his 
plact^  in  the  Convention  because  you  and  your  feUow-delegatos  were  ex- 
cluded. I,  on  the  conteoiy,  honor  him  for  his  conduct  In  mere  worldly 
wledom  ho  might  have  entered  the  GonTention  and  there  made  hie 
prateit  ogainst  thoHleelsion;  but  in  at  onee  fofliutng  to  enter  where  yon, 
his  fellow-delegateSf  were  shut  out,  be  has  made  a  far  nobler  protest; 
not  in  the  mere  Convention,  but  in  the  world  at  large.  I  honor  the  lofty 
principle  of  that  true  champion  of  humanity,  and  shall  always  recollect 
wflii  delist,  the  day  Mary  and  I  epent  irttti  you  and  him. 

I  mntt  apologiie  for  this  moot  hasty  and  I  fcar  illegible  serawl,  and 
with  onr  kind  r^aids  and  best  wishes  for  your  safe  return  to  your  native 
oountry,  and  for  many  years  of  honorable  labor  there  for  the  truth  and 
Ikeedom,  I  b«^  to  sabaoribe  myself, 

Most  sinoerely  your  friend, 

William  Howitt. 

Harriet  Martiucau,  who  had  visited  Mrs.  Mott  when  in  AmGricft) 
and  was  prevented  from  attending  the  Oonvention  bj  iUneas^  irtot» 
aa  foIlowB: 

lean  not  1)0  tatlafied  without  lending  yon  a  line  of  love  and  sympotiiy. 
I  think  much  of  jon  amidst  yonr  pieeent  trials,  and  much  indeed  have 
I  thought  of  you  and  your  cause  since  we  parted.  May  God  strtMigthen 
you.  It  is  a  comfort  to  me  that  two  of  ray  best  friends,  Mrs.  Keid  and  Ju  lia 
Smith,  are  there  to  look  upon  you  with  eyes  of  love.  I  hear  of  you  from 
them,  for  bo^  ae  they  arst  they  remember  me  fitom  day  to  day,  and 

make  me  a  partaker  of  your  proceedings  I  ean  not  but  grieve  for 

you  in  tJie  heart-sickness  which  you  have  experienced  this  last  week. 
We  must  trust  that  the  spirit  of  ChriMt  will  iu  time  enlarge  the  hearts 
of  those  who  claim  bis  name,  that  the  whites  as  well  as  the  blacks  will 
in  tbne  l>e  free. 

After  the  Convention,  Mrs.  Mott  visited  Miss  Martineau,  who 
\v;i.s  an  invalid,  staying  at  Tynenioiith,  for  the  benetit  of  sea  air. 
And  on  her  return  to  London,  she  received  another  letter,  from 
■w'hicli  we  extract  the  following : 

I  felt  hardly  as  if  I  knew  what  I  wan  about  that  morning,  but  T  was 
very  happy,  and  I  And  that  I  remember  every  look  and  word.  I  did  not 
moke  aU  ttio'nfle  I  mii^t  of  the  opportunity;  but  when  are  we  ever  wise 
oaongh  to  do  it?  I  do  not  ttiink  we  simll  ever  meet  again  in  thie  world. 

and  I  believe  that  was  in  your  mind  when  yon  said  farewell.    I  feel  that 

I  have  derived  somewhat  from  my  intercourse  with  you  that  will  never 
die,  and  I  am  thaui&ful  that  we  have  been  permitted  to  meet.    Yon  will 
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t«ll  the  Furne&sea  (Bev.  Wm.  U.)  wburu  and  how  you  found  me.  Tell 
them  of  my  elioeiftil  loom  and  fine  down  and  aea.  I  wtdi  my  Mend* 
would  milbr  for  me  no  more  than  I  do  for  myealfi  I  hope  you  have  yet 
many  years  of  activity  and  enjoyment  before  yon.  Hy  heart  will  ever 
be  in  your  cati«e  and  my  love  with  yooraell 

In  JameB  Hott'B  pablifhod  Tolanie,  Three  montbs  in  Great  Brit> 
ain,'*  he  epeaki  of  many  difltiDgnuhed  penoos  who  extended  to  them 
meet  graeiona  hoepifalHiea,  for  although  Mrs.  Mott  had  been  ostnu 

deed  hy  some  of  the  more  bigoted  "  Friends,"  othen  were  corre- 
spondingly marked  in  their  attentions.  Among  each  was  that  noble- 
hearted  young  woman,  Elizabeth  Pease,  of  Darlington,  who  wa& 
one  of  the  first  to  call  upon  them  on  their  arrival  in  London,  and 
the  last  to  bid  them  farewell  on  the  morning  they  sailed  from  Liver- 
pool ;  having  in  company  with  her  father  gone  from  Manchester  for 
that  purpose.  Her  cultivated  mind  and  fine  talents  were  devote<l  to 
subjects  of  reform,  with  an  energy  and  perseverance  rarely  equaled. 

Ann  Kiiigiit,  another  sincere  friend  aud  advocate  of  huuian  rights, 
wafi  quite  indignant,  that  a  Convention  called  for  such  liberal  meas- 
nrea  dionld  reject  women  on  the  flimsy  plea,  *'that  it  being  con- 
trary to  English  usage,  it  wonld  subject  them  to  ridicule  and  prcju- 
dioe  their  cause."  She  was  unremitting  in  her  attentions  to  the- 
American  women,  doing  many  things  to  make  their  visit  pleasant 
while  in  London,  and  afterward,  entertaining  several  as  guests  in 
her  own  quiet  home.''  Amelia  Opie,  with  her  happy  Isoe  and 
genial  manners,  was  in  constant  attradance  at  the  Convention. 
On  entering  one  of  the  sessions,  she  accosted  Mrs.  Mott,  saying, 
"though  in  one  sense  the  women  del^^tes  were  rejected,  yet  they 
were  held  in  high  esteem,  and  their  coming  would  have  immense 
inliuencc  on  the  action  of  future  assemblies:." 

At  the  "  Crown  and  Anchor,"  one  evening,  the  members  of  the 
Convention  took  a  parting  cup  of  tea;  nearly  five  hundred  persons 
were  present.  As  the  resolution  excluding  women  did  not  extend 
to  this  company,  Mrs.  Mott  gave  her  views  on  the  use  of  slave  prod- 
ucts, which  were  well  received.  In  the  course  of  her  remarks  sho 
referred  to  the  example  and  faithfulness  of  the  "  Society  of  Friends,'' 
in  using  as  far  as  possible  the  produce  of  free  labor  in  tlieir  families. 
Josish  Forster,  ever  vigilant  on  the  battlements  of  bigotry,  could 
not  allow  this  allusion  to  pass  unnoticed,  and  when  Mrs.  Mott  sat 
down,  he  arose  and  said  he  *'  could  not  conscientiously  refrain  from 
informing  the  company,  that  Mrs.  Mott  did  not  represent  the  So< 
ciety  of  Friends.  He  did  so  with  no  other  than  feelings  of  kind- 
ness, but," — when  he  had  proceeded  thus  far  it  was  evident  he  was 
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abont  to  disclaim  religions  fellowship  with  her,  and  a  general  burst 
of  disapprobation  was  manifested  by  cries  of  "  down,  down  !  order, 
order  I  shame,  shame!" — but  he  liuished  bis  disavowal  amidst  the 
confusioTi,  though  few  heard  what  lie  saiil,  neither  did  they  wish  to 
hear  his  expressions  of  intolerance.  As  soon  as  he  had  finished  his 
speech  ho  left  the  room,  probably  displeased  that  his  feelin<r8  met 
with  so  little  sympathy,  or  at  the  manifestation  of  dissatisfaction 
with  his  remarks. 

At  a  dinner  party,  at  Elizabeth  J.  Ileid'e,  a  few  days  after,  Lady 
Byion  was  one  of  the  company ;  with  whom  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mott 
had  a  previous  acquaiDtance,  throogh  a  letter  of  introdvctioii  from 
Geosge  Gwiibe.  Ab  Ooloiiel  Miller,  one  of  the  Amenean  delega- 
tion, had  been  in  the  Greek  war  with  Lord  Byron,  and  knew  1^ 
weU,  aeveral  intereatiiig  interriewa  with  the  wife  and  daughter 
grew  oat  of  that  aeqnaintanoe.  ^ey  also  visited  Dr.  Bowring  and 
his  interesting  family  several  times,  and  on  one  occasion  met  there 
Charles  Felham  Yilliers,  the  leading  advocate  in  Parliament  for 
the  modifieation  of  their  com  laws.  Dr.  Bowring  was  a  near  neigh- 
bor and  great  admirer  of  Jeremy  Bentham,  and  entertained  them 
with  many  anecdotes  of  his  original  friend.  William  II.  Ashurst, 
a  lawyer  of  eminence  in  London,  gave  them  a  cordial  welcome  to 
his  family  circle,  where  they  met  William  and  Mary  Ilowitt,  and 
Robert  Owen,  the  ]>bilHnthropist.  Mr.  Ashurst  took  an  active  part 
in  favor  of  reducing  the  postage  on  letters  and  papers. 

At  Birmingham,  they  passed  a  few  days  with  their  liberal 
"  Friend,"  AVilHam  Boultbee,  and  visited  several  of  the  great  manu- 
•  factuniig  establishments.  Here  they  made  the  acquaintance  of  a 
Catholic  priest,  Thomas  M.  McDonald,  a  man  of  broad  views  and 
marked  Kberalitj.  He  tendered  Mrs.  Hott  the  nse  of  a  large  room 
at  his  dispoeal,  and  niged  her  to  hold  a  meeting.  Atliverpool, 
they  were  the  gneets  of  William  Sathbone  and  family.  In  Dublin, 
they  met  James  Honghton,  Bichard  Allen,  Biehard  Webb,  and  the 
Hnttons,  who  entertained  them  most  hospitably  and  gave  them 
many  charming  drives  in  and  abont  the  city.  At  Edinbni^h,  thej 
joined  Sarah  Fugh  and  Abby  Kimber,  who  had  just  returned  from 
the  Continent,  and  had  a  cordial  reception  at  the  home  of  Gleoige 
Thompson.  They  passed  two  days  with  George  Combe,  the  great 
phrenologist,  who  examined  and  complimented  Mrs.  Mott's  head, 
as  indicating  a  strong  symmetrical  character.  They  took  tea  witli  his 
brother,  Andrew  Combe,  the  author  of  that  admirable  work  on  "  In- 
fancy," which  has  proved  a  real  blessing  to  many  young  mothers. 
At  a  meeting  in  Glasgow,  to  hear  George  Thompson  on  the  sub- 
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ject  of  British  India,  Mi-fe.  Mott  asked  the  ihainnun  for  the  liberty 
of  addressing  the  audience  for  a  few  minutes,  but  was  denied, 
though  a  colored  man,  Cliarles  Lenox  Reniond,  of  Salem,  Mhrsji- 
chusetts,  was  listened  to  with  attention,  as  he  had  been  in  Loudon 
and  otber  plaoes,  diowing  that  the  nnJioly  prejudice  against  color 
was  not  80  bitter  in  England  as  that  against  sex.  George  Harris, 
tlie  minister  of  the  XTnitarian  Chapel  in  Glasgow,  cordially  extended 
to  Mrs.  If ott  the  nse  of  his  cfanrch  for  a  leetore  on  slaveiy,  whioh 
was  gladly  accepted.  The  house  was  crowded,  and  there  was  abnnp 
dant  reason  to  believe  the  people  were  well  pleased.  Bat  the  small 
handful  of  Friends in  that  citj  did  not  sufier  so  good  an  oppor- 
tunity of  disclaiming  them  to  pass,  and  accordingly  had  the  follow- 
ing oommnnicadon  pnblishod  in  the  papen : 

Ta  the  Editor  of  th»  ffbuyoto  OottHU : 

RsspacnD  FmsiO): — Intimation  having  been  given  on  the  8tb,  cur- 
rent, by  means  of  placards  wxteusivoly  posted  throughout  the  city,  that 
**  On  Sabbath  first,  the  9th  instant,  Mrs.  Lncretia  Mott,  a  minister  of  the 
8oei«ty  of  Friends,  Philadelphia,  would  hold  a  meeting  in  the  Christian 
Unitarian  Chapd*';  and  that  tlie  meeting  ma  held  and  ntmwm^  «t> 
tended  by  our  fellow-citizens,  we  deem  it  right  on  behalf  of  the  Soeie^ 
of  FriendH  residing  in  (tlaHgow,  to  inform  the  public  that  we  hold  no  re- 
ligious fellowship  with  Lucretia  Mott,  nor  with  the  body  in  the  United 
•States  called  Hicksites,  to  which  ahe  belongs,  they  not  being  reoognuced  by 
the  Sooiely  of  Friends  fai  the  United  Kingdom,  nor  hf  those  Vrienda** 
with  whom  we  art*  in  oonneetion  in  America;  and  that  we  do  not  wish  to  bo 
in  any  way  identified  with,  or  considered  responsible  for  any  nentiinents 
that  Lucretia  Mott  may  have  uttered  at  the  meeting  above  referred  to. 

We  are,  respectfollf,  thy  friends, 

WiLLUUi  SMSaL,  WuiilAM  Whttr.  John  Maxwell, 

Jambs  Smbal,  Edward  Whub. 

Glasoow,  12^  qf  &t/i  mo.,  IbiO. 

To  ns  who  knew,  loved,  and  honored  Lncretia  Mott  for  her  many 
virtues,  these  manifestations  of  bigotry,  so  narrowing  and  embitter- 
ing in  their  effect  on  the  mind,  should  be  an  added  warning 
against  that  evil  spirit  of  persecution  that  hss  bionght  snoh  sorrow 
to  mankind.  We  sincerely  hope  these  few  examples  we  have  en- 
deavored  to  place  in  thoir  true  light,  may  awaken  thought  in  the 
minds  of  our  readers,  and  incline  them  to  renewed  cliarit  v  and  a 
wiser  appreciation  of  what  is  and  what  iV  not  vital  in  lel^ion. 
Surely  life  most  ever  stand  for  more  than  faith. 
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Ik  1689,  Willism  Penn  pnidiaaed  EMtem  Jenej,  and  under  a 
Oovenior  of  Iub  choonng,  Bobert  BitcUy,  liie  colony  became  a 
refuge  for  the  perseeoted  Friends.'^  It  was  no  doubt  due  to  the 
peacefnl  meaanrea  of  William  Penn  in  his  dealings  with  the  Indiana, 
that  this  eok»y  was  free  from  all  troaUea  with  them.  The  last 
loyal  Governor  of  New  Jersey — 1768 — was  William  Franklin,  a 
natural  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  a  bitter  Tory. 

The  BtmgjQrle  for  inde})endenee  wa8  at  this  time  interesting  and 
exciting,  and  }>eliind  the  Governor  was  a  strong  party  for  reconcilia- 
tion with  Great  Britain.  Besides  the  Govenior's  inftructions  against 
inde[)endence,  the  Assembly  had  resolved  on  a  separate  petition  to 
the  King. 

Aware  of  tliis  feeling  in  New  Jersey,  Congress  sent  that  illus- 
trione  trio,  John  Dickinson,' John  Jay,  and  George  Wythe,  to  pro* 
core  a  revexMl  of  thoir  determinatioii.  Tbfi;y  were  ooorteondy  re- 
oeived  on  the  fbor,  and  urged  in  tiieir  addreaaea  that  nothing  but 
unity  and  bmreiy  in  the  Ck>loniea  woold  bring  Great  Britain  to 
tenna ;  that  ahe  wanted  to  procure  aepante  petitfjODa^  hnt  that  aneh 
a  courae  would  break  the  union,  when  the  Gohmiea  wonld  be  like  a 
rope  of  sand.  The  Assembly  yielded  to  their  entreaties,  and  on  the 
95th  of  June,  1776,  Governor  Franklin,  who  opposed  the  action  of 
Congress,  waa  depoaed,*  and  William  Livingston,  a  tme  patriot,  waa 
elected  Governor,  and  re-elected  for  fourteen  yeara. 


•  The  Awr  York  Tribune,  Feb.  19, 1881,  give*  the  following  InteresUng  facU :  "  WiUUm. 
Vmdtlln,  tto  fltoffthiMt*  wmh  of  BMtfMBfn,  who  wm  loof » twldeot  of  Now  Toik  ud 

licrentiout,  cotulucttd  In  person  his  father's  postal  system.  At  Amboy,  or  Perth  Aiiihoy, 
a  little  tows  of  once  high  arUtocmtlc  staodlag,  which  doses  on  the  edge  of  the  Jcnej 
hflk  nd  omioolt*  Hie  uyster  grovw  of  Frinee't  Bay,  begmn  fbo  PmMMBoo  of  North 
America  under  John  Ilumiltou  iu  1694.  It  wan  a  private  patent,  and  he  sold  it  to  the 
Goveroment.  Mao;  yeara  afterward  William  FranlUiQ  settled  rt  the  same  place,  where 
ODce  bfs  Citlier  puaed  to  Hamlltoii*t  day  a  flootaore  Tagrant  pressing  from  Boetoo  to 
Philadelphia  to  got  bread.  There  the  younjier  Franklin  reared  h  *  palace,'  and  lived  in 
It  M  Goveroor  ol  New  Jemey  tlU  bia  adhereace  to  the  Crown,  that  had  done  better  tut 
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Tha  intense  excitement  of  this  period  in  New  Jersey  roused 
many  women  loyal  to  freedom  and  the  independence  of  the  Colo- 
nies to  pei-sistent  action.  Amonp^  these  "vras  Hannah  Arnett,  of 
Eliziibethtown,  whose  story  was  iirst  made  jMiblic  one  hundred  years 
after  the  date  of  its  wenrrence.*  The  latter  part  of  the  year  1776 
was  a  period  of  d<>ul)t  and  despondency  to  the  patriot  troops.  Al- 
though the  Colonies  liad  declared  their  independence  several  months 
before,  the  American  forces  had  since  suffered  many  severe  defeat^^, 
and  it  seemed  not  unlikely  that  Great  Britain  wonld  be  victorious 
in  her.  struggle  with  the  new-bom  republic.  On  the  SOth  of  Novem- 
ber,  Qen.  Howe  hod  isened  his  eelebzated  prodamation  offering 
amnerty  and  pioteetioa  to  all  who^  within  siity  days,  sfaonld  decbre 
themaelyea  peaceable  British  sabjeeta,  and  bind  themselves  to  nei- 
ther take  up  arms  nor  encourage  others  to  do  so. 

After  his  victory  at  Fort  Lee,  Lord  Oornwallia  marched  his  army 
to  New  tTeiaej,  encamping  at  Elizabethtown.  His  presence  on  New 
Jersey  soil  so  soon  after  Gen.  Howe's  proclamation,  and  the  many 
defeats  of  the  patriot  anny,  had  a  very  depressing  effect.  Of  this 
period  Dr.  Ashbel  Green  wrote  :  "  I  heard  a  man  of  some  plirewd- 
nesa  once  say,  that  when  the  liritish  troops  overran  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  in  the  closing  part  of  the  year  1776,  the  whole  popula- 
tion conld  have  been  boiiglit  for  eighteen  pence  a  head." 

But  however  true  this  statement  mav  have  been  of  tlie  men  of  New 
Jersey,  it  could  not  be  justly  made  in  r^;ard  to  its  women,  one  of 
whom,  at  least,  did  mncli  to  stem  the  tide  of  panic  so  strong  at  this 
point  where  Ckimwallis  was  encamped.  A  nmnber  of  men  of  E]iaa> 
beth  assembled  ono  evening  in  one  of  the  spaciooa  mansions  for 
which  this  pUK»  vras  rather  fSsmons,  to  discuss  tiie  advisability  of 
accepting  the  proposed  amnesty.  The  question  was  a  momentous 
one,  and  the  discussion  was  earnest  and  protracted.  Some  were  for 
accepting  this  proffer  at  once  ;  others  licsitated  ;  they  canvassed  tlie 
subject  from  various  points,  but  finally  decided  that  submission  was 
all  that  remained  to  them.  Their  hope  wat*  gone,  and  their  courage 
with  it  ;  evorv  reiniiant  of  patriotic  spirit  seemed  Hwept  away  in  the 
darkness  of  the  hour.  But  there  was  a  listener  of  whom  thev  were 
ignorant ;  a  woman.  Hannah  Arnett,  the  wife  of  the  host,  sitting 
at  her  work  in  au  adjoining  room.    The  discussion  had  reached 


him  than  bU  father— made  blm  an  exile  and  a  captive.  Ue  was  aeat  ouder  guanl  lo  East 
Windtor,  Omm.,  and  hit  Jail  WM  made  Id  the  taoma  of  Captain  SlNnMMr  Qiaiit  thei«,  of 

the  family  of  President  Grant's  aneestors,  and  he  wa«  )>ri>hl'i!U'il  the  use  of  i>en,  Ink, 
aod  paper— a  needleee  punlehmeot  to  a  man  who  bad  delivered  do  uiaoj  letten  to  othcra." 
»Tii  tlM  JSem  York  Obtentr^  1S7B. 
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her  ear%  roming  ber  Inteiiae  mcUgnatioii.  She  listened  nntil  she 
ooold  sit  Btill  no  longer;  springiog  to  her  feet  she  pushed  open 
the  pmlor  door,  oonfrooting  the  amaxed  men.  The  writer  firom 
whom  we  gleen  these  fsets,  siji :    Gen  jon  fancy  the  seeneT  A 

large,  low  room,  with  tbedar^  heavy  funiiture  of  the  period,  dimlj 
lighted  by  the  tall  wax  candles  and  the  wood  fire  which  blazed  on 
the  hearth.  Around  the  table  the  group  of  men,  pallid,  i^my, 
dejected,  disheartened.  In  the  door- way  the  figure  of  the  woman  in 
in  antique  costume,  with  which  in  these  Centennial  days  we  have 
become  so  familiar.  Can  you  not  fancy  the  proud  poise  of  her 
head,  the  indignant  light  of  her  blue  eyes,  the  crisp,  clear  tones  of 
her  voice,  the  majesty,  and  defiance,  and  scorn,  which  clothed  her  as 
with  a  garment? 

The  men  were  appalled  and  started  at  the  sight.  6he  seemed  like 
some  avenging  angel  aboat  to  bring  Uiom  to  judgment  for  the  worda 
they  had  spoken ;  and,  indeed,  saeh  she  pro^.  It  was  strange  to 
see  a  woman  thus  enter  the  secret  oonncils  of  men,  and  her  hnsband 
hasdlT  aiiDroacfainff  her.  whisnered  •  Ebuinab.  TfrfF^^fth.  this  is  no 
plaoe  for  yon,  we  do  not  want  yon  here  jnst  now;**  and  he  tried 
to  take  her  hand  to  lesd  her  from  the  room.  Bat  she  pushed  him 
gently  back,  saying  to  the  startled  gnmp:  ''Have  yon  made  yonr 
decision,  gentlemen  t  Have  you  chosen  the  part  of  men,  or  traitors  9 

They  stam  mered  and  blundered  as  they  tried  to  find  answer.  Things 
appeared  to  them  in  a  new  light  as  this  woman  po  pointedly  ques- 
tioned them.  Their  answers  were  a  mixture  of  excuses  and  expla- 
nations. They  declared  the  country  to  be  in  a  hopeless  condition; 
the  anny  starviug,  half-clothed,  undisciplined,  the  country  poor, 
while  England's  trained  troops  were  backed  by  the  wealth  of  a 
thousand  vears. 

Hannah  Amett  listened  in  silence  until  the  last  abject  word  was 
spoken,  when  she  rapidly  inquired :  But  what  if  we  shoold  live  after 
allf  ^  The  men  looked  at  eaeii  other,  bnt  not  a  word  was  spoken. 
'<  Hsnnah,  Hannah,"  cried  ber  hnsband,  "do  yon  not  see  tbeae  are 
no  qnestioDS  for  yon  t  We  are  disoossing  what  is  best  for  ns  alL 
Women  do  not  nndcntsnd  these  things  >  go  to  yonr  spinning-wheel 
and  leave  ns  to  discuss  these  topics.  Bo  yon  not  see  that  yon  are 
making  yourself  ridiculous?" 

But  Mrs.  Araett  paid  no  heed.  Speaking  to  the  men  in  a  strangely 
quiet  voice,  ?lie  said :  "  Can  you  not  tell  me  ?  If,  after  all,  God 
does  not  let  tlie  right  perisli  ;  if  Araeriea  should  win  in  the  conflict, 
after  you  have  thrown  yourselves  upon  IVitish  clemency,  where  will 
you  be  then  I "   "  Then  1 "  spoke  a  hesitating  voice,  "  why  then,  if 
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it  ever  could  be  so,  we  should  be  ruiued.  We  must  then  leave  home 
and  country  forever.  But  the  struggle  is  an  entirely  hopeless  one. 
We  have  no  men,  no  money,  no  arms,  no  food,  and  England  has 
«ver}'thing." 

*<17o^"  Mid  Mil.  Aniett,  "  joa  bare  loigotten  one  thing  whieh 
Eng^nd  has  not,  and  whidi  we  have— one  thing  whidi  ontweighi 
all  England's  treasaras,  and  that  is  the  ligfat  Qod  ia  on  our  side ; 
and  eyery  volley  ftom  oar  mnskets  is  an  echo  of  Hia  veiee.  We 
ate  poor  and  weak  and  few,  but  God  ia  fighting  &r  na.  We  oonnted 
the  cost  before  we  hegssi ;  we  knew  the  price  an(i  were  willing  to 
pay;  and  now,  because  for  the  time  the  day  is  going  against 
us,  Tou  wonld  give  up  all  and  sneak  back  like  cravens,  to  kiss  the 
feet  that  have  tramp] e<3  ujx)n  us  !  And  you  call  yourselves  tnen ; 
the  sons  of  those  who  gave  up  homes  and  fortune  aiid  fatherland  to 
make  for  themselves  and  for  dear  liberty  a  resting-place  in  the  wil- 
derness !    Oh,  shame  upon  you,  cowards ! " 

The  words  had  nished  out  in  a  fiery  flood  which  her  husband  had 
vainly  striven  to  check.  Turning  to  the  gentlemen  present,  Mr. 
Arnett  said :  "  I  beg  yon  will  excuse  this  most  unseemly  interrupt 
tion  to  onr  oonndL  3f y  wife  ia  beeide  hetself,  I  think.  Too  all 
know  her,  and  that  it  is  not  her  cnstom  to  meddle  with  politica. 
To-morrow  she  will  see  her  folly ;  bat  now  I  beg  your  patience.^ 

Bnt  her  words  had  rooied  the  dnmbering  manhood  of  her  hearers. 
Each  began  to  look  apon  himself  as  a  ciaven,  and  to  withdraw  from 
the  position  he  bad  taken.  No  one  replied  to  her  hoaband,  and 
Mrs.  Amett  con^ned.  ''Take  your  protection  if  yua  wilL  Pro- 
claim yourselves  traitors  and  cowards,  false  to  y<Rir  country  and 
yonr  God,  but  horrible  will  be  the  judgment  upon  your  heads  and 
the  heads  of  those  that  love  vou.  I  tell  you  that  England  will  never 
eon<iuer.  I  know  it  and  feel  it  in  every  fiber  of  my  heart.  Has 
God  led  us  thus  far  to  det^ert  ns  now  ?  Will  He  who  le<i  our  fa- 
thers across  the  stormy  winter  seas  forsake  their  children  who  have 
put  their  trust  in  Him  ?  For  me,  I  stay  with  ray  country,  and  my 
hand  shall  never  touch  the  hand,  nor  my  heart  cleave  to  the  lieart  of 
liim  who  shames  her";  and  she  turned  a  glance  upon  her  husband ; 
''Isaac,  we  have  lived  together  for  twenty  years,  and  for  all  of 
them  I  have  been  a  troe  and  loving  wife  to  yon.  Bat  I  am  ^ 
child  of  God  and  of  my  Country,  and  if  yon  do  this  ahamefdl  thing, 
.  I  will  never  again  own  yon  tot  my  husbuid." 

" My  dear  wife ! "  he  cried,  aghast,  "yon  do  not  know  what  yon 
are  saying.  Leave  me  for  each  a  thing  aa  thist"  "For  snch  a 
thing  as  this  I*'  she  cried,  soomfnlly.  "What  greater  cause  conld 
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there  be  ?  I  married  a  good  niaii  and  true,  a  faithful  friend,  and 
it  needs  no  divorce  to  sever  me  from  a  traitor  and  a  coward.  If  you 
take  ^our  amneetjr  you  lose  jour  wife,  and  I — I  lose  my  husband 
ftnd  my  Lome  I " 

Witii  the  kit  woidB  her  voioe  broke  into  a  pftthetie  fall,  aod  a  mist 
g^tliefed  beforo  her  eyes.  The  men  were  deeply  moved ;  the  worda 
of  Mia.  Amett  had  tonehed  every  loiiL  OiadoaUy  the  drooping 
heada  were  nueed,  and  eyea  grew  brif^t  with  manlinesB  and  reaola- 
tion.  Before  they  left  llie  house  that  night  they  hod  sworn  a  solemn 
oath  bo  stand  by  the  cause  they  had  adopted,  and  the  land  of  their 
birth  through  good  or  evil,  and  to  spnm  as  deadliest  insult  the  prof- 
fered amnesty  of  their  tyrannical  foe. 

Some  of  the  men  who  met  in  this  secret  council  afterward  fought 
nobly,  and  died  upon  the  field  of  battle  for  their  country.  Others 
lived  to  rejoice  when  the  day  of  triumph  catne ;  but  the  name  of  this 
woman  was  found  upon  no  heroic  roll,  nor  is  it  on  the  page  of  any 
history  that  men  have  since  written,  althonirh  slie  made  heroes  of 
cowards,  and  lielped  to  stay  the  wave  of  desolation  which,  in  the  dark 
days  of  '76,  threatened  to  overwhelm  the  land. 

Atone  time  some  Britidi  officers  quartered  themselves  at  the 
house  of  fiCrs.  Diasosway,  sitaated  at  the  western  end  of  Staten  Island^ 
opposite  Amboy.  Herhoaband  was  a  prisoner;  but  her  brother, 
Oaptain  Kat.  Bandolph,  waa  in  the  American  army,  and  gave  mnch 
annoyanee  to  the  tones  by  his  frequent  ineurnons.  A  tory  odonel 
promised  Hrs^  Dissosway  to  proenre  the  release  of  her  husband  on 
condition  of  her  prevailing  on  her  brother  to  stay  quietly  at  home. 
"  And  if  I  could,"  she  replied,  with  a  look  of  sconi,  drawing  up 
her  tall  figure  to  its  utmost  height,  "  if  I  could  act  so  dastardly  a 
part,  think  yon  General  Washington  has  bnt  one  Captain  JEUndolph 
in  his  army  ?" 

At  a  period  when  American  prospects  were  most  clouded,  and 
New  Jersey  overnm  by  the  British,  an  officer  stationed  at  Borden- 
town  (said  to  be  Lord  Cornwallis)  endeavored  to  intimidate  Mrs. 
Borden  into  using  her  influence  over  her  husband  and  son,  who 
were  absent  in  the  American  army.  The  ofticer  promiseil  her 
that  if  she  would  induce  them  to  quit  the-  standard  they  followed 
and  join  the  royaliata,  her  property  should  be  protected ;  whfle  in 
case  of  refusal,  her  estate  would  be  ravaged  and  her  elegant  man- 
sion destroyed.  Ifrs.  Borden  anaweied,  B^gin  your  threatened 
havoothen;  ihesightof  my  house  in  flamea  would  be  a  treat  tome; 
for  I  have  seen  enough  to  kno^  that  yon  never  injure  what  you 
have  power  to  keep  and  enjoy.  The  application  of  a  torch  to  my 
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dwelling  I  shonid  regnrd  sb  a  signal  for  your  departure.'*  The 
house  was  burned  in  fulfillment  of  the  threat,  and  the  estate  laid 
waste ;  but,  as  Mrs.  Borden  predicted^  the  retreat  of  the  spoiler 
quickly  followed. 

Durini::  the  battle  of  Monmouth  a  gunner  named  Pitcher  was 
killed,  and  tlie  call  was  made  for  some  one  to  tiike  his  place; 
his  M'ife,  who  had  followed  him  to  tlie  camp  and  thence  to 
the  field  of  conflict,  unhesitatingly  stepped  forward  and  oUered 
her  serv  ices.  The  gun  was  so  well  managed  as  to  draw  the 
attention  of  General  Washington  to  the  circumstance,  and  to  call  forth 
an  expression  of  his  admiration  of  her  bravery  and  fidelity  to  her 
oonntry.  To  show  his  appreciation  of  her  virtnee  and  her  highly 
▼alnable  services,  he  oonfened  on  her  a  Uentenant^s  commission. 
She  afterward  went  by  the  name  of   Captain  If oUy." 

As  early  as  1T06,  Thomas  ChaUd^,  visiting  the  Gonestogse  In- 
dians, near  Sniqnehannah,  says:  '^We  treated  about  having  a 
meeting  with  them  in  a  religions  way,  upon  whicli  they  called  a 
council,  in  which  they  were  very  grave,  and  spoke  one  aftor  another 
without  any  heat  or  jarring  (and  some  of  the  most  esteemed  of 
their  women  do  sometimes  speak  in  their  councils).  I  asked  our 
interpreter  why  they  suffered  or  permitted  the  women  to  speak  ; 
he  answered  :  *  Some  women  are  wiser  than  some  men.'  Our 
interpreter  told  me  that  they  had  not  done  anything  for  many 
years  without  the  counsel  of  an  ancient,  grave  woman,  who,  I  ob- 
served, spoke  much  in  their  councils,  for  I  was  jxrniitted  to  be  pres- 
ent, and  asked  what  she  said.  He  replied  that  she  \va.<  an  empress, 
and  that  they  gave  much  heed  to  what  she  said  amongst  them; 
that  she  then  said  to  them  that  she  looked  upon  our  coming  to  be 
more  than  natnxal,  beoanse  we  did  not  come  to  buy  nor  sell  nor  get 
gain,  but  came  in  love  and  respect  to  them,  and  desired  their  well 
doing  both  here  and  hereafter ;  and  that  onr  meeting  among  them 
might  be  very  beneficial  to  their  young  people.  She  related  a  dream 
she  had  three  days  before,  and  interpreted  it,  advising  them  to  hear 
us  and  entertain  us  kindly,  etc.,  which  they  did. 

Chief  Justice  Green,  in  behalf  of  Miss  Leake,  of  Trenton,  pre- 
sented to  the  New  Jersey  Hilton'  al  Society  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence between  Colonel  Mawhood  of  the  British  forces,  and  Colonel 
Hand  of  the  American  army,  proposing  to  the  latter  to  surrender, 
and  each  man  to  go  to  his  home,  etc.,  dated  Salem  County,  March, 
1778.  The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  has  a  photographic  copy 
of  a  print,  contemporary  with  the*vent,  representing  the  triumphal 
arch  erected  by  the  ladies  of  Trenton  in  honor  of  Washington,  on 
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his  iMiEsage  through  fhe  place  in  April,  1779,  and  a  photographic 
copy  of  the  Idllowiiig  original  note  (now  in  poeeesBlon  of  tiie  lady  • 
who  received  it%  which  was  written  hy  Washington  at  the  time : 

General  Washington  can  not  leave  this  plaoe  without  expressing  his 
aeknowledgemonts  to  the  Matrons  and  Yoong  Ladies  who  reoelved  him 
In  so  novel  and  grateful  a  manner  at  the  Triumphal  Aroh  in  Trenton,  for 
the  exquisite  sensations  he  exi>erienced  in  that  affecting  scene.  The 
R8toniehing  contrast  between  hie  former  and  actual  situation  at  the  same 
spot,  the  elegant  taiitu  with  which  it  was  adorned  for  the  present  occa- 
sion, and  the  innooent  appsaxanee  <rf  the  wMtMrAtd  tMr^  who  met  him 
with  the  gratalatofj'  song,  httfe  made  snch  an  impression  on  his  rMnem' 
brance  as  he  assures  them  will  never  be  eflaoed. 

Trbstov,  AprU  %l,  1789. 

THE  ORIOm,  PBACTICB,  AlVD  PROHIBITION  OF  Ffilf  ALB 
BUFFRAGE  IN  NEVT  JBR8ET. 

William  A.  Whitehead,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  read  the  following  paper  at  fheir  annnal 
meeting,  January  21, 1858 : 

By  the  Proprietaiy  laws,  the  i^ifat  of  sofi^age  in  New  Jersey  was  ex- 
pressly to  the  free  men  of  the  province;  and  in  equally  explicit  terms  a 

law  pHHsi'd  in  1709  proscribinj;  th«»  qualifications  of  electors,  confined  tlu^ 
privilege  to  male  freeholders  huviii^'  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  their 
own  right,  or  worth  tifty  pouuds,  currwnt  money  of  the  province,  in  real 
and  personal  estate,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  eolonlal  period  these 
qualifications  remained  unaltered. 

By  the  Constitution  adopted  July  2,  1776,  the  elective  franchise  was 
conferred  upon  all  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  of  full  age,  wlio  are  worth 
fifty  pounds,  proclamation  money,  clear  estate  in  the  same,  and  have  re* 
^ed  within  the  oonnty  in  whlc^  they  elaim  a  Tote  tor  twelve  months 
immediately  preceding  the  eleetion;  and  the  same,  or  similar  langnaga, 

was  used  in  the  dltferont  acts  reprulating  elections  until  1790;  but  I  have 
not  discovered  any  instauce  of  tin;  pxercise  of  the  right  by  females,  under 
an  interpretation  which  the  full  import  of  the  wordfl,  "all  inhabitants,** 
▼as  subsequently  thought  to  sanction,  during  the  whole  of  this  period. 
'  In  17B0i»  however,  a  revision  of  the  eleotlon  law  ilien  in  foroe  was  pro- 
posed, and  upon  the  committee  of  the  Legislature  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred  was  Mr.  Joseph  Cooper,  of  West  JerHey,  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  FriendA.  Aa  the  regulations  of  that  society  author- 
ised females  to  vote  in  matters  relating  thereto,  Mr.  CSooper  olatmed  for 
them  the  like  privilege  in  matters  oonneetsd  with  the  State,  and  to  sup- 
port his  views,  quoted  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  as  sanctioning 
such  a  course  It  was  therefore  to  satisfy  him  that  the  committee  con- 
sented to  report  a  bill  in  which  the  expression,  "he  or  she,"  applied  to 
the  voter,  was  introdneed  into  the  section  speeifying  the  neeessaiy  qaai- 
ifloations;  thus  giving  a  legislative  endorsement  of  the  alleged  meaning 
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of  the  Conntitntion.  Still,  no  cafies  of  females  voting  by  virtue  of  thlB 
more  definite  provLaioQ  are  on  record,  and  we  are  warranted  in  believing 
tiiat  Um  muDMi  of  N«w  Jeney  then,  as  now,  were  not  apt  to  overstep 
fhe  boondi  of  deeonim,  or  faitnide  urtiere  their  chaMeteftetfe  modoB^ 
and  Mlf-reflpect  might  be  woanded. 

This  law  and  its  supplementfl  were  repealed  In  1797,  and  it  is  some 
proof  that  the  peculiar  provision  under  review  bad  not  been  availed  of 
to  any  extent,  if  at  all  (as  ite  evil  eonsequenoes  would  otfaerwise  liare 
beeome  apparant),  that  we  find  elmllar  phneeology  introdneed  into 
the  new  act.  The  rl^ht  of  suffrage  was  conferred  upon  **aU  Hree  inhab* 
itantH  of  this  State  of  full  age,'*  etc.,  tha«  adopting  the  language  of  the 
Constitution  with  the  addition  of  the  word  "free,"  and  "  no  person  ghall 
be  entitled  to  vote  in  any  other  towu«hip  or  precinct  than  that  in  which 
lie  or  slie  doth  aetaaily  redde,"  ete.,  and  in  two  other  plaeee  ia  the  pos- 
sible difference  in  the  sex  of  the  voters  recognized. 

The  first  occanion  on  which  females  voted,  of  which  any  precise  infor- 
mation has  been  obtained,  wa«  at  an  election  held  this  year  (1797)  at 
Elizabethtown,  Essex  Cktunty,  for  members  of  the  Legislatiire.  The  can- 
didates between  whom  the  greatest  rivaliy  existed,  were  John  Condit 
and  William  Crane,  the  heads  of  what  were  known  a  year  or  two  later  as 
the  '*  Federal  Republican  and  "Federal  Aristocratic  "  partie.H,  the  former 
the  candidate  of  Newark  and  the  northern  portions  of  tlje  county,  and 
the  latter  the  cuiididate  of  Elimbethtown  and  the  adjoining  country,  for 
the  GouneiL  Under  the  impffessi<m  tliat  the  eandidates  woald  poll  nearly 
the  same  number  of  votes,  the  Slixabethtown  leaders  thonf^t  that  by  a 
bold  i^oup  iVttut  tliey  might  secure  the  huccosh  of  Mr.  Crane.  At  a  lut^ 
hour  of  the  day,  and,  as  I  have  been  informed,  jiiHt  before  the  close  of 
the  poll,  a  number  of  females  were  brought  up,  and  under  the  provisions 
of  the  existing  laws,  allowed  to  vote;  hot  the  manoMivre  was  nnsneeessAil, 
the  majority  for  Xr.  Condit,  in  the  ecu nty,  being  niiH  ty  three,  notwith- 
standing. These  proceedings  were  made  the  topic  of  two  or  three  brief 
articles  in  tlio  Neimrk  iSc7itineI,  in  one  of  which  the  fact  that  "no  less 
than  seventy-tive  women  were  polled  at  the  late  election  in  a  neighbor- 
ing boroogh."  was  nsed  as  a  pretended  argament  for  the  admission  of 
females  to  ofloe,  and  to  service  in  the  diplomatic  corps ;  while  another 
ironically  apserts  thnt  ■•too  much  credit  can  not  be  given  to  the  Federal 
lenders  of  Elizjibethtown  for  the  heroic  virtue  displayed  in  advancing  in 
a  body  to  the  poll  to  support  their  favorite  candidates.** 

So  disereditable  was  this  oeenirenee  thought,  that  although  another 
elosely  contested  election  took  place  the  following  year,  we  do  not  And  any 
other  than  male  votofi  deposited  then,  in  Ehpcx  County,  or  elsewhere,  until 
the  Presidential  election  of  1800,  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson, 
at  which  females  voted  very  generally  tliroughoat  the  State;  and  such 
continaed  to  be  the  praetioe  until  the  passage  of  the  a«t  posittvely  ex* 
duding  them  flrom  the  polls.  At  firnt  the  law  had  been  so  constraed  as 
to  admit  single  women  only,  but  as  the  practice  extended,  the  conptmc- 
tion  of  the  privilege  became  broader  and  wa.s  made  to  include  females 
eighteen  years  old,  married  or  single ;  and  even  women  of  color.  At  a 
contested  election  in  Hanteidon  County,  in  180S^  the  TOtes  of  two  or 
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three  such,  actually  electiug  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  It  is  remark- 
able that  these  proceedings  did  not  sooner  bring  about  a  repeal  of  the 
laws  which  were  thought  to  sanotion  them ;  but  that  event  did  not  occur 
untU  IfiOT,  and  it  ia  notioeable  that,  aa  the  pfaiBttoe  origfaiated  hi  Beaex 
Ooonty,  so  the  flagrant  abuses  which  resulted  from  it  reached  their  max- 
fauum  in  that  county,  find  brought  about  its  prohibition. 

The  circumstances  attendant  upon  this  event  afford  abundant  matter 
for  ft  most  interestlug  chapter  of  local  history,  which  I  am  happy  to  say 
haa  been  written  by  a  member  of  the  Soeietr  QSx.  Jamee  BoB8),*and  will 
be  commankated  before  longf  I  trust,  for  inaertlon  in  our  Proceedings. 
But  the  Hcope  of  this  paper  merely  calls  for  a  statement  of  facts.  These 
are  as  follows: 

lu  the  year  180C  a  new  Court  House  and  Jafl  were  to  be  erected  in  the 
eoon^  of  Beeex.  Strannoaa  exertions  were  made  to  have  them  loeated 

elsewhere  than  at  Newark,  whleh  had  been  the  county  town  fkom  a  very 

early  period.  Sufficient  influence  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  LegiHla> 
ture  to  secure  tin;  passage  of  an  act  (approved  November  6th  of  that 
year)  authorizing  a  bpecial  election,  at  which  "the  inhabitants"  of  the 
connty,  **  qnaltfled  to  vote  in  eleetions  for  members  of  the  State  Legisla- 

ttire,'^  etc.,  were  described  as  the  qualified  electors  to  determine  by  their 

votes  where  the  buiMinp-s  fihouldbe  located.  The  contest  caused  a  prent 
oxcittMiietit  thronjjhoiit  the  county,  and,  under  the  oxistins?  laws,  when 
tliu  election  was  held  in  February,  1807,  womon  of  "full  age,"  whether 
single  or  married,  possessing  the  required  property  qualifleatlon,  were 
permitted  by  the  judges  Of  election  to  vote.  Bnt  aa  the  eonflict  proceed- 
ed, find  the  blood  of  the  combatants  waxed  warmer,  the  number  of  fe- 
iiial.'  votfTs  uicreased,  and  it  was  soon  found  that  every  single  and  every 
married  woman  in  the  county  was  not  only  uf  "  full  age,"  but  also  worth 

fifty  poondi  proolamation  money,  olear  estate."  and  aa  aaeh  entitled  to 
vote  if  they  chose.  And  not  only  once,  but  as  often  aa  by  change  of 
dres<>  or  oomplioity  of  the  inspectors,  they  might  be  able  to  repeat  the 

proooss. 

This  was  not  confined  to  any  one  precinct,  but  was  more  or  less  the 
ease  in  all,  and  so  apparent  were  these  and  many  other  frauds  that  the 

Legislature  at  the  ensuing  session  did  not  hesitate  to  sat  it  aside  as  hav- 
ing,' been  illcsT-nlly  conducted;  and,  by  repealing  the  act  authorizing  it, 
left  the  buiidirigs  to  bo  erected  in  Newark,  to  which  they  legitimately  be- 
longed. And,  in  order  that  no  future  occurrence  of  the  kind  should  take 
place,  an  act  was  passed  (approved  Ifovember  16, 1807),  the  preamble  to 
which  is  aa  follows : 

"  Whereas,  doubts  havr-  been  rained  and  great  diversities  in  practice  ob- 
tained throughout  the  State  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  ulien«,  f»Mnale8, 
and  persons  of  color  or  negroes  to  vote  in  elections,  as  also  in  regard  to 
the  mode  of  aaoerlafaiing  the  qualillaationa  of  votera  in  rsapeet  to  estate; 
and  whereaa,  it  la  hl^y  neeeaaary  to  the  safety,  quiet  good  order  and 
dignity  of  the  State  to  dear  up  the  said  doubta  by  aa  aet  of  the  repre- 

•  After  %  dfngent  aearcb  fbr  Mr.  Jtmes  Ron  sad  Ms  promtoeA  '*lBtei«8tDi}r  <]i^»ter  of 

local  hl-iton',"  we  If  iimf-d  t!int  Itip  nxitlior  was  in  h1<?  pmTr,  and  that  from  his  postha- 
mooa  paperb  tbis  valuable  docoDicut  had  aot  >et  been  exhumed  by  bis  llteraiy  executor. 
29 
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0entatiTe0  of  the  people  deeUmitoiyof  ^  trae  MnM  sad  meaning  of  41m 

Coustitution,  and  to  ensure  ita  Just  execation  in  these  particalus  Meord* 
ing  to  rho  intent  of  the  framere  thereof:  Therefore,"  etc.,  etc. 

This  act  conflaed  the  right  of  suflErage  to  free  white  male  citizens  twen- 
ty  ooe  yeartiof  age,  worth  fifty  pounds  proclamation  money, clear  estate: 
and  dispoaed  of  the  pniperty  qoelilieallott  bjdeolaring  timt  every  person 
otherwise  entitled  to  vote  whcwe  name  should  be  enrolled  on  the  last 
tax-lists  for  the  Stat«  or  County  should  be  considered  as  worth  the  fifty 
pounds,  thus  by  legislative  enactment  determining  the  moaning  of  the 
Constitution  and  settling  the  difficulty.  The  law  remaiued  unchanged 
until  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitntion  a  fow  yean  dnoe,  vrfaieh  In- 
strament  Is  equally  restriotive  as  to  pmsons  who  diaU  vote,  and  lemovos 
the  property  qualification  altopother. 

Very  recently  a  refusal  to  respond  to  a  demand  for  taxes  legally  im- 
posed, was  received  from  a  distinguished  advocate  of  "Woman's  Rights  "  in 
one  of  the  noithem  oonnties;  who  gave  as  her  reaoona  "  that  women  aof- 
fSr  taxation,  and  yet  have  no  representation*  whieh  is  not  only  nnjnst  to 
one-half  of  the  adult  population,  bat  is  contrary  to  our  Theory  of  Gov- 
ernment " — and  that  when  the  attention  of  men  Is  called  to  the  wide  dif- 
ference between  their  theory  of  government  and  its  practice  in  this  par- 
ticular, that  they  can  not  fi^  to  aee  the  mistake  they  now  make,  by  im- 
posing  taxes  on  women  when  they  refkise  them  the  lAfgbX  of  snflhige.* 

Similar  arguments  were  advanced  by  a  sister  of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  in 
1778,t  when,  if  ever,  they  were  cnlculated  to  receive  due  consideration, 
yet  the  distinguished  Virginian  did  not  hesitate  to  show  the  unreason- 
ableneMs  of  the  demand;  in  the  course  of  his  able  answer  remarking  that 
(setting  aside  other  motive  fmr  leaMetlng  the  power  to  males)  **  perliaps 
*twas  thought  rather  oat  of  oharaeter  for  women  to  press  into  those  to- 
multuous  assemblages  of  men  where  the  business  of  choosing  representa- 
tives is  conducted  !  "  And  as  it  is  very  evident  that  when  in  times  past 
the  right  was,  not  only  claimed,  but  exercised  in  ^ew  Jersey,  it  never 
aooorded  with  pnbUe  sentiment;  so  It  may  be  aafely  predieted  tiiat,  aa 


•  Tbe  ftoUowiiig  letter  oootalM  Am  iSBtlneDls  rsfiBRea  to  In  the  text: 

Ma.  ILunwrtLU,  Tax  OoiuatoB,  8m  i— Kadofled  I  return  my  uz  bill,  withoat  psif' 

Ing  It  My  reason  for  doing  bo  Ib,  that  women  suffor  taxation,  and  yet  have  no  represen- 
tation, which  is  not  only  unjiut  to  one-half  the  adult  population,  but  is  contrary  to  oar 
theoiy  of  gov«nim«nt.  For  jsaie  Moie  women  bsve  boon  psylog  tlislr  taicea  nntfer  pfo- 

tf  .*t,  l  ilt  stJll  taxes  an^  fmpOiSd,Siid  reprcsentjitlon  i?  not  granted.  The  only  course  now 
left  us  is  to  refuse  to  pay  the  tn.  We  know  well  what  the  Immediate  result  of  this  re- 
foMl  most  be. 

But  we  believe  that  when  the  attention  of  nn-n  If  called  to  the  wide  dllTerence  between 
tkolr  theoiy  of  government  and  ita  practice,  in  this  particular,  they  can  uot  fail  to  aee  the 
nlBtske  fhey  now  make,  by  Imposing  tazea  on  woaien,  while  they  lefnee  th«m  the  tlH^t 
of  suffrage,  and  that  the  sense  of  justice  which  Is  In  all  good  mSD,  wOllMd fhsm  to 00*> 
met  it.  Then  we  eball  obeertoUy  psgr  onr  taxes— not  tUl  then. 

Respectfully,  Leer  Stoki. 

t  See  WathingUm  xVational  MUigenetr  for  Oct  15, 1857,  anA  JBHWlaif  Jfagazine,  VoL  L, 
peg*  880. 
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wfta  ttie  eaae  in  1807,  "flw  aAfety,  quiet,  good  order,  Rod  dignitf  of  fbo 
fitate,"  wiU  evereall  for  its  ezplleit  disaTowal  in  timea  to  eome. 

In  his  speech  at  the  Woman's  Rights  Convention,  1853,  in  Nevr 
York,  liev.  John  Pierpont  said  :  I  can  go  back  forty  years ;  and 
forty  years  ago,  when  most  of  my  present  audience  were  not  in,  but 
behind,  their  cradles,  passing  a  stranger,  through  the  ueigiiboring 
State  of  New  Jersey,  and  stopping  for  dinner  at  an  inn,  where  the 
coach  stopped,  I  mw  at  the  bar  where  I  went  to  pay,  a  list  of  the 
TOten  of  the  town  stock  np.  My  eye  lan  oyer  it,  and  I  read  to  my 
jistoniahment  the  names  of  several  women.  <  Whatl'  I  said,  <  do 
women  vote  heref  'Certainly/  was  fhe  answer,  *when  they 
have  real  estate.*  Then  fhe  question  arose  in  my  mind,  why  shonld 
not  women  vote:  Laws  are  made  regulating  the  tenure  of  real 
•estate,  and  the  essence  of  all  republicanism  is,  that  they  who  feel 
the  pressure  of  the  law  shonld  have  a  voioe  in  its  enactment." 

DEFECTS  IN  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

In  a  very  singular  pamphlet  published  in  Trenton,  1779,  called 
Eumenes  :  A  collection  of  papers  on  the  Errors  and  Omissions  of 
tlie  Coustitution  of  New  Jersey,"  the  writer  is  very  severe  upon  the 
fact  that  women  were  allowed  to  exercise  the  same  right  as  the 
fitemer  sex  ;  observing  that  "  Nothing  can  bo  a  greater  mockery  of 
this  inalienable  right,  than  to  suffer  it  to  be  exercLied  by  persons 
-W'ho  do  not  pretend  any  judgment  on  the  subject."* 

Extract  from  Enmenes,"  page  31,  Ko.  8 :  Beleoti  ol  the  Con- 
stitution respecting  the  Qualification  of  Electors  and  Elected  : 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  a  Constitution  ought  to  point  out  what  per- 
sons may  eleet  and  wbo  may  be  eleeted;  and  tbat  it  slioald  as  distinotiy 
piesoiibe  their  sevccal  qualificatioDs,  and  render  those  qoaliflaatloiis  eon- 

forinable  to  justice  and  the  pubUc  welfare.  Indeed,  on  the  proper  ad- 
justment of  the  elective  franchise  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  the  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen  and  the  safety  of  the  Government.  Upon  examination 
It  iHU  be  found  that  tba  Ckmstttatlon  lequires  amendment  upon  tUs 
3iead  in  several  partlouTaw. 

It  has  ever  been  a  matter  of  dispute  upon  the  Constitution,  whether 
females,  as  well  as  males,  are  entitled  to  elect  officers  of  Grovemment.  If  we 
were  to  be  guided  by  the  Utter  of  the  charter,  it  would  seem  to  place  them 
•on  the  same  Iboling  in  this  partienlar ;  and  yet,  feouning  to  pciUioal 
Hghit  and  the  nature  of  things,  a  veiy  Ibfoible  oonstruotion  has  bera 
nlsed  against  the  admission  of  toamm  to  partieipate  in  the  public 
«nfln^e. 

The  4th  Article  of  the  Constitution  declares  that        tlt^  iniiobUanU 
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of  this  ooloDy  of  ftill  age  who  ara  worth  tStf  poundg,  shall  be  anttflad  to 

vote  for  reprosentative?.'' 

Those  who  support  the  rights  of  women  say,  that  "all  inhabitants" 
must  mean  "  aU  women^^  inhabitants  as  well  as  ''all  men."  Whereas, it  is 
ufired  on  the  otfaar  aide  that  the  makefs  maat  have  meant  "all  male  * 
inhabitants,*'  and  that  tiie  ezpreedon  ia  to  be  lertnlned  ao  as  to  airive 
at  the  intent  of  the  framers  of  the  instruiiiHnt. 

ThLs  (lifforenee  of  sentitnent  has  given  rise  to  diversity  of  practice  on 
this  head,  and  fornishud  a  pretence  from  which  many  an  electioneering 
trick  has  lesnlted.  I  eoold  refer  to  instanees  whloh  wonld  prove  what  is 
advanced,  but  the  people  want  no  proofe.  It  is  well  known  that  women 
arf  nthuitted  or  rejected,  jiiflt  as  may  suit  the  views  of  the  persons  in 
direction.  The  thing  should  be  rectified.  If  wonion  are  fit  persons  to 
take  part  in  this  important  franchise,  though  excluded  from  other  pub- 
lic Amotions,  it  should  be  ezpresssd  in  the  GonsUtntion.  They  would 
then  know  their  riglits,  and  those  rights  could  not  be  sported  with  to 
serve  the  wretche<i  purposes  of  a  party  election. 

To  my  mind,  without  going  into  nn  historic^nl  or  philosophictil  deduc- 
HoD  of  particulars  on  the  subject,  it  is  evident  that  women,  generally, 
are  neither  by  nature,  nor  haUt,  nor  edneation,  nor  by  ttieir  neeessaiy 
condition  in  society,  fitted  to  perform  this  dnty  with  credit  to  themselves 
or  advantage  to  the  public.  In  a  note  the  author  adds:  It  is  perfectly 
disgusting  to  witness  the  manner  in  which  women  are  polled  at  our  elec- 
tions. Nothing  can  be  greater  mockery  of  this  invaluable  and  sacred 
right,  than  to  suffer  it  to  be  exercised  by  persons  who  do  not  even  pretend  I 
to  any  Judgment  on  the  subject.  Thn  great  piaotieal  mischief^  however, 
•  resulting  from  their  admission  under  our  present  form  of  government,  is 

that  the  towns  und  populons  villages  gain  un  unfair  advantage  over  the 
country,  by  the  greater  facility  they  enjoy  over  the  latter  in  drawing  out 
their  women  to  tb»  eieetlons.  Ifeny  important  election  contests  have 
been  terminated  at  last  by  these  anziliariM  in  Ihkvor  of  candidates  sop- 
ported  by  town  intorests. 

I  believe  that  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution  had  no 
view  to  the  admission  of  females,  either  single  women  or  widows,  to  elect 
the  public  oHleers.  But  such  is  the  phraseology  of  Um  Cionstitiition  that 
it  seems  a  violation  of  it  not  to  admit  tlieir  ^otes.  Tb»  beat  eonstitn- 
tions  have  guarded  against  mistakes  on  this  head.  Those  of  Massachu- 
setts, Now  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Vermont,  etc.,  do  not  admit 
of  female  electors.  Whether  this  be  right  or  wrong,  the  objection  to  our 
Constitution  is,  that  it  does  not  settle  the  point  one  way  or  tiie  other 
with  an  absolote  esrtainty.  The  praetioe  is  variable.  The  geoeially  re- 
ceived opinion,  however,  is  that  the  Constitution  permits  It.  In  this 
state  of  the  matter  it  is  not  competent  for  the  Legislature  to  interfere. 
Isothiug  short  of  a  constitutional  declaration  can  decide  the  quostioo; 
which  is,  in  fact,  an  important  one,  and  is  growing  mors  and  mora  ao  to 
the  coontoy  in  proportion  as  the  towns  and  villages  inorease  in  numbers 
and  population.  For,  independent  of  the  theoretic  question,  it  is  evl-  j 
dent  that  the  admission  of  these  votes  gives  avast  advantage  to  the 
thickly  settled  places  over  the  more  dispersed  population  o(  the  country. 
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In  aaofher  note  tiie  antbor  says ;  "  Kr.  Fox  In  his  late  hamngne  In  13ie 
British  House  of  Commons,  in  favor  of  more  eqwd  suffrage,  oCMiosdes  the 
nnfltuesH  of  females  to  share  in  elections.  He  says  no  instance  of  their 
participation  of  public  suflPhige  in  any  government  can  be  shown;  and 
thai  this  right  (which  many  of  his  party  hold  to  be  a  natural  one,  though 
he  alllMrte  to  stop  short  of  that)  is  properiy  denied  to  the  C&irest  prodae- 
tioDS  of  nature.  Of  widows  and  spinsters  above  twenty-one,  there  cau 
not,  I  imagine,  be  fewer  than  10,000.  It  is  certainly  not  unimportant  to 
leave  doubtful  the  rights  of  so  great  a  number  of  people.*' 

Mr.  Whitehead's  report  olearly  shows  three  nnjost  inferences  from 

the  facts  stated : 

First.  That  all  the  corruptions  of  that  special  election  in  Essex 
County  could  be  traced  to  the  women. 

Second.  That  the  quiet,  good  order,  and  dignity  of  the  State  could 
1)0  secured  ouly  by  the  restrictiou  of  the  sufErage  to  "free  white 
male  citizens  worth  tifty  pounds." 

Third.  "The  unreasonableness  of  the  demand"  for  representa- 
tion by  women  tiix-payers. 

Ist.  Tradition  bbows  that  the  voting  early  and  often  in  varied  fem- 
inine costume,  was  done  by  men  five  feet  four,  "  picked  men,"  not  for 
their  bravery,  bat  for  thidr  inferiority.  Depriving  women  of  their 
right  to  Tote^  becaiue  the  men  abnsed  their  privilege,  under  oover 
of  sex,  in  1807,  wai,  howeyer,  cm  the  same  principle  that  politidans 
in  1881  propose  to  disfranchise  the  women  of  Utah,  became  of  their 
polygamous  reilations.  That  is,  pnnish  the  women  who  cUdm  a  right 
to  only  one-sixth  part  of  a  man's  time  and  a&ctionB»  because  the 
men  daim  six  wives  apiece.  The  qaestion  natorally  snggests  itself 
to  any  fair  mind,  why  not  deprive  the  men  of  the  suffrage,  and  let 
the  women  vote  themselves  each  one  husband  ?  Who  doubts  the 
fate  of  the  system  under  such  lei^islation  ?  Every  woman  in  her 
normal  condition,  unless  wholly  perverted  by  the  religious  d<\frm;i 
of  self-sacritice  and  &elf-crucifixion,  desires  to  own  the  man  she  loves 
as  absolutely  and  completely,  as  every  man  desire  to  consecrate  to 
himself  alone  the  woniau  he  loves.  8o  to  deprive  the  women  of 
Essex  of  their  right  to  vote  to  have  the  county  buildings  in  Eliza- 
beth, because  of  the  undue  excitement  and  dishonesty  of  the  men, 
was  to  pimiah  the  best  olesa  of  dtiaens  fbr  the  crimes  of  the  worst. 

2d.  The  assomption  that  '*free  white  nude  dtuEens  worth  fifty 
pounds,*'  coald  legislate  for  « aliens,  women,  and  ncigroee,"  better 
than  those  claases  conld  for  themselves,  it  to  deny  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  republicanism ;  Governments  derive  their  just 
powm  from  the  consent  of  the  governed;  and  to  reassert  the 
despotic  ideas  of  the  old  world  *■  that  national  safety  depends  on  the 
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wisdom  of  privileired  ordors — nobles,  kings,  and  czarg.  The  experi- 
ment in  Wyoming  has  fully  proved  that  when  "  free  white  male 
citizens"  reignetl  t*iiprome,  the  polls  there  were  scenes  of  drunken-  ' 
ness,  violence,  and  death ;  men  knocking  each  other  down  and  put- 
tino^  bullets  through  each  other's  brains  were  of  annual  occurrence. 
But  when  the  suffrage  wiis  extended,  and  women  admitted  to  the 
polling  booths,  quiet,  good  order,  and  dignity  were  inaugurated. 

8d.  "  Taxation  without  representation  is  tyranny."  James  Otis 
said :  To  tax  a  man's  property  withoat  hia  ootuent,  is  in  effect  difr- 
franehising  him  of  eveiy  d^il  nght  For  what  one  dWl  right  i» 
worth  a  rush,  after  a  man's  property  is  subject  to  be  taken  from 
him  at  the  pleaanre  of  another  t'*  Ib  not  aodi  injnttioe  aa  grierona 
to  woman  ae  man!  Boea  the  aoddent  of  aex  place  woman  ontside 
of  all  ordinaiy  principles  of  law  and  justice  ?  It  ia  the  eaaenoe  of 
cruelty  and  tyranny  to  take  her  hard  earnings  without  her  consent, 
blocked  as  her  way  is  to  wealth  and  independence,  to  make  aide- 
walks,  highways,  and  bridges ;  to  build  jails,  prisons,  and  alms-honfleSy 
the  legitimate  outgrowth  of  the  whisky  traflSc,  which  she  abhors. 
On  wliat  principle  of  republican  govemmcnt  is  one  class  of  tax- 
payers thus  defrauded  of  one  of  the  most  sjicred  rights  of  citizen- 
ship? What  logical  argument  can  be  made  to  prove  "  the  unrea-  ' 
sonableness  of  this  demand,"  for  one  class  above  all  others  ?  Prin- 
ciples of  justice,  to  ha\  e  any  value  or  significance,  must  be  universal 
ill  their  application  to  all  hnnianitv. 

4th.  As  to  the  point  made  by  "  Eumenes,"  *'that  women  are  not 
fit  persons  to  take  part  in  government,"  "  that  they  do  not  even  pro- 
tend to  any  judgment  on  the  subject,"  we  have  aimply  to  say  that  the 
writer's  prejudioea  contradict  all  the  facts  of  oar  common  experience. 
Women  are  so  pre-eminently  fitted  for  government,  that  the  one  fear 
in  all  ages  among  men  has  been  lest  by  some  chance  they  should  be 
governed  by  women ;  and  Ae  smaller  the  man  the  greater  the  fear. 

Blackstone  says  the  dements  of  Bovereignty  are  three :  '  Wisdom, 
Goodness,  and  Power."*  Admitting  for  tlu>  sake  of  aignment  that 
"  Power "  in  this  connection  means  physical  force,  the  distinctive 
point  of  male  superiority,  and  not  mond  power,  which  may  ha  equal  in 
both  sexes,  all  most  concede  the  remaining  necessary  elements  to 
woman  as  well  as  man.  Who  so  bold,  or  blind,  as  to  deny  wisdom 
and  goodness,  the  chief  elements  of  beneficent  government,  to 
woman,  with  the  long  record  of  illuetrious  and  saintly  characters 
gilding  every  page  of  history  before  him  i! 

"Whatever  doubts  the  women  kno¥m  to  the  author  of  "  Eumenes  " 
might  have  had  as  to  their  own  capacities }  the  women  of  to-day  do 
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assuiue  to  know  that  tliej  are  more  capable  of  self-government  than 
men  are,  and  that  thej  imderstiiml  tlie  principles  that  underlie  a  re- 
public far  better  than  the  vast  majority  of  foreigners  now  crowding 
our  shoree,  the  Eight  Honorable  James  CSharlee  Fox  to  the  contrary 
notwithstandiug.  Yea,  withont  danger  of  oontradietion,  we  may  say 
there  are  women  in  thia  nation  even  now,  who  nnderatand  the  politi- 
cal iBBuea  of  this  honr  qnite  aa  well  aa  those  who  stand  at  the  head 
of  onr  goTeniment 

We  are  very  i^t  to  accept  popular  assertions  ofttimes  repeated  aa 
troisms,  and  in  this  way  man'a  soperiority  has  passed  into  a  proverb, 
and  the  sex  in  general  believe  it.  When  Milton  penned  the  line, 
"God,  thy  will,  thou  mine,"  and  made  his  Eve  thus  reverently 
anbmidsive  to  her  Adam,  he  little  thought  of  bright  girls  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  well  versed  in  science,  philosophy,  and  the  laa* 
guages,  sitting  in  the  senior  class  of  a  college  of  the  American  re* 
public,  laughing  his  male  conceit  to  scorn. 
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R£MI1«ISC£^C£S. 
BT  B.  O.  8. 

The  reports  of  the  Conventions  held  in  Seneca  Falls  and  Roches- 
ter, X.  Y.,  in  1S48,  attracted  the  attentiun  of  one  destined  to  take 
a  most  iuiportant  part  in  the  new  movement — Susan  B.  Authonj, 
who  for  her  courage  and  executive  ability  was  facetiously  called  by 
Willigm  Henry  CbaDning,  the  Kapoleofn  of  our  struggle.  At  thb 
time  flhe  wm  teadung  hi  tiie  AcBdemy  at  Gmajoliarie,  a  little  vil- 
lage in  the  beaatif  ol  valley  of  the  Mc^wk. 

The  Woman's  Dedaratioii  of  Independenoe  "  iasiied  from  thoae 
eonventiona,  startled  and  amnaed  her,  and  she  ki^ied  heartily  at 
the  novelty  and  preanmption  of  the  demand.  But  on  returaing 
home  to  spend  her  vacation,  she  was  soipriaed  to  find  that  her 
sober  Quaker  parents  and  aiatesB  having  attended  the  Rochester 
meetings,  regarded  them  as  very  profitable  and  interesting,  and  the 
demands  made  as  proper  and  reasonable.  She  was  already  interest- 
ed in  the  anti-slavery  and  temperance  reforms,  and  was  an  active 
mcmher  of  an  orcranization  called  ''The  Dancrliters  of  Temper- 
ance" and  had  spoken  a  few  times  in  their  public  meetings.  But 
the  new  jros^pel  of  "  Woman*8  Rights,"  found  a  ready  response  in 
her  mind,  and  from  tliat  time  her  best  e^orts  have  been  given  to 
the  enfranchisement  of  woman. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  Alay,  of  1S51,  that  I  first  met  MitjS 
Anthony.  That  was  to  both  of  as  an  even^ol  meeting,  that  in  a 
measure  henceforth  shaped  our  lives.  As  oar  own  estimate  of  our- 
selves and  oar  ftiendship  may  differ  somewhat  from  that  taken  from 
an  objective  point  of  view,  I  will  give  an  eztnMst  from  what  a  mn- 
tnal  friend  wrote  of  ns  some  years  ago : 

Miss  Susan  B.  Apthony,  a  well-known,  indefatigable  and  life-long  ad- 
Toeate  of  tempennee,  anti-slavery,  and  woman's  rights,  has  been,  sinoe 
1851,  lbs.  Stanton's  Sntlnate  assoeiate  in  reformatory  labors.  These 

celebrated  women  are  of  about  equal  ages,  but  of  the  most  opposite  oba^ 
acteristics,  and  illustrate  the  theory  of  counterparts  in  afTection  by  en- 
tertaining for  each  other  a  friendship  of  extraordinary  strength. 

Mrs.  Stanton  is  a  fine  writer,  but  a  poor  executant;  Miss  Anthony  is  a 
thoroogh  manager,  bat  a  poor  writer.  Botti  have  large  brains  and  great 
(4M) 
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hearts;  neither  has  any  solflsh  ambition  for  celebrity;  but  each  vies  with 
the  otbbr  in  a  noble  enthusiasm  for  the  cause  to  which  they  are  devoting 
their  lives. 

Nererthelesa,  to  deseribe  them  eritieally,  I  oaglit  to  saj  that  opposites 

though  they  be,  each  does  not  so  much  supplement  the  other's  difficien- 
cies  as  augment  the  other's  eccentricities.  Thus  they  often  stimulate 
each  other's  aggressiveness,  and  at  the  same  time  diminish  each  other's 
4i>oretioii. 

Bat  whatever  may  be  the  impradent  iittevaneee  of  the  one,  or  the  im- 
politle  methods  of  the  other,  the  animating  motives  of  both  are  ever- 
more as  white  as  the  light.  The  good  that  they  do  is  bv  design :  the 
harm  by  accident.  These  two  women  sitting  together  in  their  parlors, 
liave  for  the  last  thirty  years  been  diligent  forgers  of  all  manner  of  pro- 
•  Jeotiles,  ftom.  fire  works  to  thanderbolte,  and  have  hurled  them  with 
nnezpeoted  eiplosloo  into  the  midst  of  all  manner  of  educational,  re- 
formntory,  religioufi,  and  political  a.<s?emblie8,  sometimes  to  the  plenmnt 
eurpri-so  and  half  welcome  of  the  members,  more  often  to  the  bewilder- 
ment and  prostration  of  numerous  victims;  and  in  a  few  signal  instances, 
to  tiie  gnashhag  <tf  aogiy  m«i*s  teeth.  I  know  of  no  two  more  per- 
tliuurfone  incendiaries  in  the  whole  country !  Nor  will  they  themselves 
deny  the  charge.  In  fact  this  noise-making  twain  are  the  two  sticks  of 
a  drum  for  keeping  up  what  Daniel  Webster  called  "the  rub-a-dab  of 
agitation." 

How  well  I  remember  the  day  I  first  met  my  life-long  frioid. 
Geoi^e  Thompeon  and  William  Lloyd  Garrison  having  aunonnoed 
an  anti-slavery  meeting  in  Senetja  Falls,  MisB  Anthony  came  to  at- 
tend it.  These  gentlemen  wore  my  gneste.  Walking  home  after 
the  adjouniment,  we  met  Mrs.  Bloomer  and  Miss  x\nthony  on  rlu; 
corner  of  the  street  waiting  to  greet  us.  There  she  stood  with  her 
good  earnest  face  and  iJ^enial  smile,  dressed  in  gray  silk,  liat  and  all 
the  same  color,  lelieved  with  pale  blue  ribbons,  the  perfection  of  neat- 
ness and  sobriety.  I  liked  her  thoronij;hly,  and  why  I  did  not  at 
once  invite  her  home  with  me  to  dinner,  I  do  not  know.  She  ac- 
cuses me  of  that  neglect  and  never  has  forgiven  me,  as  she  wished 
to  see  and  hear  all  she  could  of  our  noble  friends.  I  suppose  my 
mind  was  faQ  of  what  I  had  heard,  or  my  coming  dinner,  or  the 
probable  behavior  of  three  misehievoos  boys  who  had  been  busily 
exploring  the  premises  while  I  was  at  the  meeting.  That  I  had 
abundant  canse  for  anxiety  in  regard  to  the  philosophical  experi- 
ments these  young  sayages  might  try,  the  reader  will  admit  when 
informed  of  some  of  their  performances.*  * 

*  One  imaglued  himself  posBeased  of  rare  powers  of  lOTention  (an  aoccstral  weakness 
for  frsnentloiM),  ttid  had  ]tist  made  « llfi»*pieseiTer  of  eoifes,  and  tested  Its  vlitiiM  on  a 

brotlier  ubont  eighteen  mouths  old.  Accompanied  by  a  troop  of  expt'ctnnt  boys,  the  baby 
WAS  draw  a  io  hU  carriage  to  the  bunka  of  tbo  Seneca,  ttripi>ed,  the  string  of  corks  Ued 
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It  ia  often  aaid  by  those  who  know  Miss  Anthony  beat,  that  she 
has  been  my  good  angel,  always  pushing  and  guiding  me  to  work, 
that  but  for  her  pertinacity  I  should  never  have  accomplished  tljo 
little  I  have ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  said  that  I  forged 
the  thunderbolts  and  she  fired  them.  Perhaps  all  this  is  in  a 
measure  true.  "With  the  cares  of  a  large  family,  T  might  in  time, 
like  too  many  women,  have  become  wholly  ab6or])ed  in  a  narrow 
family  selfishness,  had  not  my  friend  been  continually  exploring 
new  fields  for  missionary  labors.  Her  de^-ription  of  a  body  of  men 
on  any  platform,  complacently  deciding  questions  in  which  women 
had  tti  equal  intoreaty  wiliioiit  an  equal  yoio%  readily  rouaed  mo  to 
a  determination  to  tbiw  a  firebrand  in  the  midst  of  their  assembly.  * 

Urns,  whenever  I  saw  that  stately  Quaker  girl  coming  across  my 
lawn,  I  knew  that  some  happy  oonvooation  of  the  sons  of  Adam 
were  to  be  set  by  the  ears,  by  one  of  onr  appeals  or  resolutions. 
The  Uttie  portroantean  staffed  with  facts  was  opened,  and  there  we 
had  what  the  fier.  John  Smith  and  the  Hon.  Kichard  Eoe  had  said, 
false  interpretations  of  Bible  texts,  the  statistics  of  women  robbed 
of  their  property,  shut  out  of  some  college,  half  paid  for  their 
work,  the  reports  of  some  disgraceful  trial,  injustice  enongh  to  turn 
any  woman's  thoughts  from  8tcK'kin«r8  and  puddings.  Then  we 
would  get  out  our  pens  and  write  articles  for  paper?,  or  a  petition 
to  the  Legislature,  letters  to  the  faithful  here  and  there,  stir  up  the 
women  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  or  Massachosetta,  call  on  The  LUa/j 

under  hU  Arms,  and  set  afloat  in  tho  river,  the  philoflopher  and  bis  satt  Hitci^  In  a  row- 
boat,  watching  the  experiment.  The  child,  accastomed  to  a  mominfc  bath  la  a  large  tab, 
aplashcd  about  Jojfally,  keeping;  bis  head  above  water.  He  waa  aa  blue  aa  indigo,  and 
as  cold  as  a  Itog  wlien  nseaed  by  his  anxious  mother.  The  Matt  day,  the  same  victim- 
ized infant  wns  seen  hy  ii  pnsfiinir  fri»-nd,  sentrd  on  tbo  chlmni'y,  on  the  hlprliest  poak  of 
the  buuse.  Without  alarmlug  any  one,  the  friund  hurried  up  to  the  tiouse-top,  and  res- 
cued the  child  fion  fhe  eras  of  the  ^ttocopher.  Another  time,  three  ddw  brofheie 
entered  Into  a  conspiracy,  and  locked  up  the  fourth  in  the  smoke-house.  Fortunately, 
he  aouaded  thu  alarm  loud  end  dear,  aad  was  set  free  to  safety,  wbereupou  the  three 
were  Impriaoned  in  a  garret  with  two  barred  wtndowa.  They  evminerily  Meked  out  the 
bars,  and  sliding  down  on  the  lightning-rod  betook  themselves  to  the  bHm  for  lltierty. 
The  joungatt  boy,  then  only  five  years  old,  skinned  bis  hands  in  the  descent.  This  U  a 
Mr  temple  of  the  quiet  bappineea  I  enjoyed  In  the  llrat  years  of  mothethood.  It  wee 
'mid  such  exhllarutlng  Bct'iies  that  Mlse*  Aiitliuny  niid  I  wrote  uddrcBSce  for  triupt  ruici.', 
anti^Iflvery,  educational  aud  woman's  rlgbta  conventions.  Hore  we  forged  rciioiuUons, 
pvoteetii,  appeaU,  peUtions,  agrtenltanl  report*,  end  eooetttntloaal  arguments,  for  we 
made  it  a  matter  of  conscience  to  accept  every  Invitation  to  speak  on  every  question,  in 
order  to  maintain  woman's  light  to  do  so.  To  this  end,  we  took  turns  on  the  domestle 
wetdl-towers,  directing  amusements,  settling  dispute)*,  protecting  the  weak  against  the 
etrong,  and  tiying  to  eeenre  equal  rtghteto  all  in  t)u  home  es  weOaethe  nation.  I  can 
recall  many  a  ^tem  encounter  between  my  friend  uml  the  yonng;  experimenter.  It  ia 
pleasant  to  remember  that  be  never  S4?riously  injur. d  any  of  his  victims,  and  only  once 
came  near  ehooUng  himself  «rtth  e  piat^L  llie  hell  went  through  hie  hand ;  happOj  • 
bf«ee  batlon  pverented   from  penetnttaiff  hie  heert. 
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The  Uha^  J%e  ZHeratar,  and  TheStandard,  to  remember  omr 
wrongs  as  well  ae  thoee  of  the  dare.  We  never  met  without  iaso- 
ing  a  pronmiciameDto  on  some  question. 

We  were  at  onoe  fast  friends,  in  thought  and  itympathy  we  were 
one,  and  in  the  division  of  labor  we  exactly  oomplemented  each 
other.  In  writing  we  did  better  work  together' than  either  conld 
alone.  While  she  is  slow  and  analytical  in  composition,  I  am  rapid 
and  synthetic.  I  am  the  better  writer,  she  the  better  critic.  She 
sapplied  the  facts  and  statistics,  I  the  philosophy  and  rlictorie,  and 
together  we  hare  made  argaraents  that  have  stood  unshaken  by  the 
storms  of  thirty  long  years :  arguments  that  no  man  has  answered. 
Our  speeches  may  be  considered  the  united  product  of  our  two 
brains. 

So  entirely  one  are  we,  that  in  all  our  associations,  ever  pide  by 
side  on  the  same  platform,  not  one  feeling  of  jealousy  or  envy  has 
ever  ^adowed  our  lives.  We  have  indulged  freely  in  criticism  of 
each  other  when  alone,  and  hotly  contended  whenever  we  have  dif- 
fered, but  in  our  friendship  of  thirty  years  there  has  never  been  a 
break  of  oife  honr.  To  liie  world  we  always  seom  to  agree  and 
uniformly  reflect  each  other.  Like  husband  and  wife,  each  has  the 
feeling  that  we  must  have  no  diflbrenoes  in  public.  "Dius  united,  at 
an  early  day  we  began  to  survey  liie  State  and  nation,  the  future 
field  of  our  hibors.  We  read  with  criticsl  etyes  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  and  Legislatures,  of  General  Assemblies  and  Synods,  of 
Conferences  and  Conventions,  and  discoyered  that  in  all  alike  the 
existence  of  woman  was  entirely  ignored. 

Night  after  night  by  an  old-faalnoned  fireplace  we  plotted  and 
planned  the  coming  agitation,  how,  when,  and  where  each  entering 
wedge  could  be  driven,  by  wliich  woman  might  be  recognized,  and 
her  rii^htri  secured.  Speedily  the  State  was  allame  with  disturbances 
in  temperance  and  teachers'  conventions,  and  the  press  heralded  the 
news  far  and  near  that  women  delegates  had  suddenly  appeared  de- 
manding admission  in  men's  conventions ;  that  their  rights  had  been 
hotly  contended  session  after  session,  by  liberal  men  on  the  one  side ; 
the  clergy  and  learned  professors  on  the  other;  an  overwhelming 
majority  rejecting  the  women  witli  terrible  anathemas  and  denun- 
cifttions.  Such  battles  were  fought  over  and  over  in  the  chief  cities 
of  many  of  the  Northern  States,  untQ  the  bigotry  of  men  in  all  the 
reforms  and  professions  was  thoroughly  tested.  Every  right  achieved : 
to  enter  a  college ;  to  study  a  profesdon ;  to  labor  in  some  new  in- 
dustry, or  to  advocate  a  reiform  measure,  was  contended  for  inch  by 
inch. 
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Many  of  those  enjoying  all  these  blewings,  now  oomplacently  saj, 
^  If  these  pioneers  in  reform,  had  only  pressed  thdr  measores  more 
jndicionaly ;  in  a  more  ladylike  manner;  in  more  dioice  language; 
in  a  more  deferential  attitnde,  the  gentlemen  oonld  not  have  behaved 
BO  nidely.**  We  give  in  these  psges  enonc^  of  the  characteristics  of 
these  women,  of  the  sentiments  they  expressed,  of  thdr  education, 
ancestry,  and  position,  to  show  that  no  power  could  have  met  the 
prejudice  and  bigotry  of  that  period  more  sucoessfnlly  than  they  did, 
who  so  bravely  and  persistently  fought  and  conquered  them. 

Tme,  those  gentlemen  were  all  quite  willing  that  women  should 
join  their  societies  and  churches,  to  do  the  drudgery,  to  work  up  the 
enthusiasm  in  fuits  and  revivals,  conventions  and  flag  presentations, 
to  pay  a  dollar  apiece  into  their  treasury  for  the  honor  of  heing 
members  of  their  various  organizations,  to  beg  money  for  the  church, 
circulate  petitions  from  door  to  door,  to  visit  saloons,  to  pray  with  or 
defy  rum-sellers,  to  teach  school  at  half-price,  and  sit  round  the  out- 
skirts of  a  hall  like  so  many  wall  flowers  in  teachers'  State  Conven- 
tions; bnt  tiiey  would  not  allow  them  to  ait  on  the  platform,  ad* 
dress  the  assembly,  nor  vote  for  men  and  measures. 

Those  who  had  learned  the  first  lessons  of  human  rights  from 
the  lipe  of  Berlah  Green,  Samuel  J.  May,  and  Genit  Smith,  would 
not  accept  any  such  position.  When  women  abandoned  the  tem- 
pmnce  reform,  all  interest  in  the  question  gradually  died  oat  in  the 
State,  and  practically  nothing  was  done  in  New  York  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  Gerrit  Smith  made  one  or  two  attempts  toward  an 
anti-dram-shop  party,"  but  as  women  oonld  not  vote  they  felt  no 
interest  in  the  measui'c,  and  failure  was  the  result. 

1  soon  convinced  my  new  friend  that  the  ballot  was  the  key  to  the 
situation,  that  when  we  had  a  voice  in  the  laws  we  should  be  wel- 
coiiud  to  any  platform.  h\  turninr,'  tlie  intense  earnestness  and  re- 
li<j:iini.s  enthusiasm  of  this  great-souled  woman  into  this  one  channel, 
I  ^(M>ii  felt  the  power  of  my  convert  in  iroa<)ini!:  me  forever  forward 
to  uiore  untiring  work.  Soon  fastened  heart  to  heart  with  hooks  of 
steel  iu  a  friendship  that  tliirty  years  of  coufldence  and  affection  have 
steadily  streugthened,  we  have  labored  faithfully  together. 

After  twelve  added  years  of  agitation,  from  the  passage  of  the 
property  biU,  New  York  conceded  other  dvil  rights  to  mamed 
women.  Pending  the  discussion  of  these  various  bills,  Susan  B. 
Anthony  droulated  petitions  both  for  the  civil  and  politiad  rights  of 
woman  throughout  the  State^  traveling  in  stage  eoaehes  and  open 
wagons  and  sleighs  in  all  seasons,  and  on  foot  from  door  to  door 
through  towns  and  cities,  doing  her  uttermost  to  rouse  women  to 
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8ome  sense  of  their  natural  rights  as  human  beings,  to  their  cdvil 
and  political  rights  as  citizens  of  a  republic ;  and  while  expend- 
ing her  time,  strength,  and  money  to  secure  these  blessings  for  tlie 
women  of  the  State,  they  would  gniflQy  tell  her  they  had  all  the 
rights  they  wanted,  or  rudely  shut  the  door  in  her  face,  leaving  her 
to  stand  outside,  petition  in  hand,  with  as  much  contempt  as  if  she 
were  asking  alms  for  herself.  None  but  those  who  did  that  petition 
work  in  the  early  days  for  the  slaves  and  the  women,  can  ever  know 
the  hal•d^llips  and  humiliations  that  were  endured.  But  it  was  done 
because  it  was  only  through  potitioaB,  a  power  seeminglj  so  ineffi- 
cient, that  disfranchised  classes  eonld  be  heard  in  the  national 
oonncils,  benoe  their  importance. 

The  frivoloos  objections  some  women  made  to  our  appeals  were  as 
exasperating  as  ridicoloos.  To  reply  to  them  politely  at  all  times, 
required  a  divine  patience.  On  one  occasion,  after  addressing 
the  Legislature,  some  of  the  ladies  in  congratnlating  me,  inquired  in 
a  deprecating  tone,  What  do  you  do  with  your  children!  lor- 
dies,"  I  said,  '4t  takes  me  no  longer  to  speak  than  you  to  listen; 
what  have  you  done  with  your  children  the  two  boors  yon  have  been 
sitting  here?  But  to  answer  your  questiona  I  never  leave  my 
children  to  go  to  Saratoga,  Washington,  Newport,  or  Europe,  nor 
even  to  come  here.  They  are  at  this  moment  with  a  faithful  nurse 
at  the  Dela\  nn  House,  and  having  accomplished  my  mission,  we 
shall  all  return  home  together." 

Miss  Anthony,  who  was  a  frequent  gue-st  at  my  home,  sometimes 
stood  guard  on  such  occasions.*  The  children  of  our  household  say 
that  among  their  earliest  recollections  is  the  tableau  of  "  Mother 
and  busiuu,-'  seated  by  a  largo  table  covered  with  books  and  papers, 

*  When  Ow  flock  mdied  Iha  uigleniimlMr  of  wvcl^  ny  good 

take  one  or  two  to  her  own  quiet  home  just  out  of  Rochester,  where  on  a  well-cultivated 
Uttlo  farm,  one  could  eojoj  uniaterrupted  rat  and  the  choiceut  fruU«  of  the  eeaaou.  That 
WM  always  a  aafe  harbor  tor  my  fHoad,  a»  hut  fiunfly  ayBpattilMd  ftaUy  In  flie  raftmiM  to 
which  ahp  ;:ave  her  Hfe.  I  have  many  pleas  mt  memories  of  my  own  flying  vUlts  to  that 
boKpitable  Quaker  home  and  the  broad  catholio  spirit  of  Daniel  and  Loej  Anthony. 
Whatever  oppoattloD  and  rfdUmle  their  daughter  endured  dsevhere,  she  ei^oyed  the 
steadfast  sympathy  and  confidence  of  her  own  home  circle.  Eler  faithful  aUtcr  Mary,  a 
most  successful  principal  in  the  public  schools  of  Kocbestcr  for  a  quarter  of  a  c«ntury, 
•ad  a  good  flnasflier,  who  wWl  her  petrimoiiy  and  salary  has  laid  by  a  competence,  took 
on  her  shoulders  double  duty  at  home  In  cheering  the  declining  yean  4tf  her  parents,  that 
Susan  might  do  the  pablie  wortc  in  these  reforms,  in  which  the  «ilat«rs  were  equally  in- 
terested. At  one  time  when  Snsan  had  expended  her  last  dollar  in  the  publication  of  her 
paper,  Tka  JtmohaUm,  and  also  |5,000  glren  her  1]y  «  weeltby  eooahi,  Anton  L^phtm, 
Mary  generoufcly  advanced  another  five  thoasand,  and  thus  bridged  the  last  chfwni.  And 
now  with  life's  earnest  work  nearly  accomplished,  tbo  sisters  are  liviug  happily  together, 
fOntrattaig  another  of  the  many  charming  homes  of  sln^^e  women  so  rapidly  multiplying 
In  Inter  yean. 
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always  writing  and  talkiu^  ibout  the  Constitation,  interrupted  with 
occasional  TMta  from  othon  of  the  fai^ifoL  Hither  eame  Elizabeth 
Oakea  Smith,  Paulina  Wxight  DaTie,  Franeea  Dana  Gage,  Dr.  Har. 
riot  Hant,  Antoinette  Brown,  Lncj  Stone,  Abbj  Eellj,  by  torn, 
ontil  all  these  names  were  as  familiar  as  household  words  to  the 
children. 

Martha  C.  Wright,  of  Aabnm,  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  cen- 
ter of  the  reliellion,  as  my  sequestered  cottage  on  Locust  Hill  was 
&oetiou6ly  called.  She  brought  to  these  councils  of  war  not  only 
her  own  individual  wisdom,  but  that  of  the  wife  and  sister  of  William 
H.  Seward,  and  sometimes  encouraging  suggestions  from  the  great 
statesman  himself,  from  whose  writings  we  often  gleaned  grand  and 
radical  sentiments.  Lucretia  Mott,  too,  being  an  occasional  guest  at 
her  sister's  in  Auburn,  added  the  dignity  of  lier  presence  at  many  of 
these  important  consultations.  She  was  uniformly  in  favor  of  ton- 
ing down  our  fiery  pronuneiameutoes.  For  Miss  Anthony  and  my- 
self, the  English  language  had  no  words  strong  enough  to  express 
the  indignation  we  felt  in  view  of  the  prolonged  injustice  to  wouiau. 
We  found,  however,  that  after  expressing  ourselves  in  the  most 
hement  manner,  and  thus  in  a  measure  giviug  our  feelings  an  outlet, 
we  were  reoon<^ed  to  issue  the  documents  at  kit  in  n^der  terms. 
If  the  men  of  the  State  could  have  known  the  stem  rebukes,  the  de- 
nunciations, the  wit,  the  irony,  the  sarcasm  that  were  garnered  there, 
and  then  judiciously  pigeon-holed,  and  milder  and  more  persoasive 
appeals  substituted,  they  would  have  been  truly  thankfnl  that  they 
fared  no  worse. 

Mr.  Seward,  in  the  brief  intervals  in  his  Washington  life,  made 
frequent  visits  in  our  neighborhood  at  the  house  of  Judge  G.  Y. 
Sackett,  a  man  of  wealth  and  some  political  influence.  One  of  the 
Senators  standing  anecdotes  at  dinner  to  iliustinite  the  pnrifving  in- 
fluence of  woman  at  the  polls,  which  he  always  told  with  great  zest 
for  my  special  benefit,  was  in  r^ard  to  the  manner  his  wife's  sister 
exercised  the  right  of  suffrage. 

"  Mrs.  Wonien  having  the  supervision  of  a  farm  near  Auburn, 
was  obliged  to  hire  two  or  three  men  for  its  cultivation.  It  was  her 
custom,  having  examined  them  as  to  their  capacity  to  perform  the 
required  labor,  their  knowledge  of  tools,  horses,  cattle,  gardening, 
and  hortieolture,  to  inq^uire  as  to  their  politics.  She  informed  them 
that  being  a  woman  and  a  widow,  and  having  no  one  to  represent 
her,  she  must  have  BepnUieans  to  do  her  vodng,  to  represent  her 
politieal  opinions,  and  it  always  so  happened  that  the  men  who  of* 
f  ered  their  services  belonged  to  the  Bepnblioan  party. 
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Some  one  remarked  to  her  one  day,  'Are  jon  sore  your  men 
▼ote  as  they  |xromiBe  %  ]  '  YeSy'  she  replied,  *  I  tmst  nothing  to  their . 
diacretion.  I  take  them  in  my  carnage  within  dght  of  the  polls, 
put  them  in  charge  of  some  "R  ]  ihlican  who  can  be  trusted.  I  see 
tliey  have  the  right  tickets,  then  I  feel  sure  I  am  faithfully  represented, 
and  I  know  I  am  right  in  so  doing.  I  have  neither  husband,  father,  nor 
son ;  am  req[>onBible  for  my  own  taxes ;  am  amenable  to  all  the  laws 
of  the  State ;  must  pay  the  penalty  of  my  own  crimes  if  I  commit 
any;  hence  I  have  the  right,  according  to  the  principles  of  our  gov- 
ernment, to  representation,  and  so  long  as  I  atn  not  permitted  to  vote 
in  person,  I  have  a  right  to  do  so  by  proxy,  hence  I  hire  men  to  vote 
my  principles.' "  Thus  she  disposed  of  the  statesman  and  his  serio- 
comic morality. 

Tlie^e  two  sisters,  duiigliters  of  Judge  Miller,  an  influential  man 
of  wealth  and  position,  were  women  of  culture  and  renuukahle  natural 
intelligence,  and  interested  in  all  progressiTe  ideas.  They  had  rare 
oommou-senae  and  independence  of  dianeter,  grrat  simplicity  of 
manner,  and  were  wholly  indifferent  to  the  litlJe  arts  of  the  toilet 

I  was  often  told  by  fuhionable  women  that  one  great  objection 
to  the  woman's  rigjhts  movement  was  the  pnblidty  of  the  conven- 
ttons ;  the  immodesty  of  speaking  from  a  platform ;  and  the  trial  of 
seeing  one's  name  in  the  papers.  Several  ladies  made  such  remarks 
to  me  one  day  as  a  bevy  of  us  were  sitting  together  in  one  of  the 
Eashionable  hotels  in  Newport.  We  wore  holding  a  Oonvention 
there  at  that  time,  and  some  of  them  had  been  present  at  one  of  the 
sessions.  "  Really,"  said  I, "  ladies,  you  surprise  me  ;  our  Conventions 
ai'e  not  as  public  as  the  ball-room  where  I  saw  you  all  dancing  last 
night.  As  to  inodesty,  it  may  be  a  question  in  many  minds  whether 
it  is  less  modest  to  speak  words  of  soberness  and  truth,  plainly 
dressed  with  one's  j)er8on  decently  covered  on  a  platform,  than 
gorgeously  arrayed  with  bare  arms  and  shoulders,  to  waltz  in  the 
arms  of  strange  iientlemen. 

"  And  as  to  the  press,  I  noticed  you  all  reading  with  evident  sat- 
isfaction the  personal  compliments  and  full  deaoriptioiis  of  yonz 
dresees  at  the  last  ball,  in  this  morning's  papers.  I  piesnme  Hiat  any 
one  of  yon  would  have  felt  alighted  U  yonr  name  had  not  been 
mentioned  in  the  general  description.  When  my  name  is  mention^, 
it  is  in  ooimeotion  with  some  great  moral  movement,  as  making  a 
speech,  or  reading  a  reeolktion.  Thus  wo  all  suffer  or  enjoy  the 
same  publicity,  we  are  all  alike  ridiculed,  wise  men  pity  and  ridicule 
yon,  fops  and  fools  pity  and  ridicule  me,  yon  as  the  victims  of  folly 
and  fadiion,  me  as  the  representative  of  many  of  the  disagreeable 
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*iaiis*  of  the  age,  as  thej  choose  to  distingakh  liberal  opinioiia. 
It  IB  amming  in  analyzing  prejadJoea  to  Bee  on  what  slender  foouda* 
tioHB  they  reat,"  and  the  ladies  atoand  me  were  eo  oompletelj  ooiv 
nered  that  no  one  attempted  an  answer. 

I  remember  being  at  a  party  at  Gov.  Seward's  one  evening,  when 
Mr.  Burlingame  and  his  Chinese  delegation  were  among  the  guests. 
As  soon  as  the  dancing  commenced,  and  young  ladies  and  gentle- 
men locked  in  each  other  8  arms,  began  to  whirl  in  the  giddy  waltz, 
these  Chinese  gentlemen  were  so  shocked  that  they  covered  their 
faces  with  their  fans,  occasionally  peeping  ont  each  side  and  ex- 
pressing their  surprise  to  each  other.  They  thought  ns  the  most 
immodest  women  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Modesty  and  good  tiiste 
are  questions  of  latitude  and  education;  the  more  people  know, 
the  more  their  ideas  are  expanded,  by  travel,  expenence,  and  obser- 
vation; the  lees  easily  tliej  are  shocked.  The  nanowneas  and  big- 
otry of  women,  are  die  resnlt  of  their  eireunaeribed  sphere  of 
thon^t  and  action. 

Soon  after  Judge  Hnrlbat  had  pnblished  his  work  on  "  Haman 
IKg^tt^"  and  I  had  addreased  the  Legislature  the  first  time,  we  met 
at  a  dinner  party  in  Albany ;  ICr.  and  Mrs.  Seward  were  there.  The 
Senator  was  very  merry  on  that  occasion,  and  made  Judge  Hurlliut 
and  myself  the  target  for  all  his  ridicule  on  the  woman's  rights 
question,  in  which  most  of  the  company  joined,  so  that  we  stood 
quite  alone.  Sure  that  we  had  the  right  on  our  side,  and  the  argu- 
ments clearly  defined  in  our  own  minds,  and  both  being  cool  and 
self-possessed,  arul  with  wit  and  sarcasm  quite  equal  to  any  of  them, 
we  fought  tlie  Senator  inch  by  inch  until  he  had  a  very  narrow  })lat- 
form  to  stand  on.  Mrs.  Sewanl  maintained  an  unbroken  silence, 
while  those  ladies  who  did  open  their  lips  were  with  the  opposition, 
8upj)osing,  no  doubt,  that  Mr.  Seward  represented  his  wife's  opin> 
ions. 

When  the  ladies  withdrew  from  the  table,  my  embarrassment 
may  be  easily  imagined.  Separated  fiom  the  Jndge^  I  should  now 
be  an  hour  with  a  bevy  of  ladiea  who  evidently  felt  a  zepulsion  to 
all  my  moat  cherished  opinions.  It  was  the  fint  time  I  had  met 
Krs.  Seward,  and  I  did  not  then  know  the  broad  liberal  tendendee 
of  her  mind.  What  a  tide  of  disagreeable  thoughts  rushed  thiou|^ 
me  in  that  short  pasaage  from  the  dining-room  to  the  parlor;  how 
gladly  I  would  have  glided  out  the  front  door,  but  that  was  impos- 
sible, 80  I  made  up  my  mind  to  stroll  round  as  if  aelf-absorbed  and 
look  at  the  hooks  and  paintings  until  the  Judge  appeared,  as  I  took 
it  for  granted  that  after  all  I  aaid  at  the  table  on  the  political, 
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religious,  and  social  equality  of  womaii|  not  a  lady  would  have  any- 
thing to  ny  to  me. 

Imagine  then  my  snrpriee  when  the  moment  the  pailor  door  was 
dosed  npon  iu»  1^  Sewaid,  approaching  me  moci  affectionately 
said,  *'Let  me  tiiank  you  for  all  the  braTo  words  yon  uttered  at  the 
dinner*tabley  and  for  your  speedi  before  the  Iiegislatnre,  that  thrilled 
my  sonl  aa  I  read  it  over  and  over."  I  was  filled  widi  joy  and  as- 
tonishment.  Becovering  myself,  I  said,  "  Is  it  possible,  Mrs.  Sew- 
ard, that  yon  agree  with  me?  Then  why,  when  I  was  so  hard 
pressed  with  foes  on  every  side,  did  yon  not  come  to  the  defence  ? 
I  supposed  that  all  you  ladies  were  hostile  to  every  one  of  my 
ideas  on  this  question !"  "  Xo,  no!"  said  she,  1  am  with  you 
thoroughly,  but  I  am  a  born  coward ;  there  is  nothing  I  dread  rnoro 
than  ^[r.  Seward's  ridicule.  I  would  rather  walk  up  to  the  Ciiunou's 
nioutli  than  encounter  it."  "I  too  am  with  yon,"  "And  I,"  said 
two  or  tliree  others  who  had  been  silent  at  the  table.  I  never  had 
a  more  serious,  heartfelt  conversation  than  witli  these  ladies.  Mi"S. 
Seward's  spontaneity  and  earnestness  bad  moved  them  all  deeply, 
and  when  the  Senatw  ^peaied  tiie  iirst  word  he  Mid  was,  Before 
we  part  I  mnst  confess  that  I  was  &lrly  ▼anqnished  by  you  and  the 
Judge,  on  my  own  principles  (for  we  had  quoted  some  of  his  most 
radical  utterances).  You  have  the  aignment,  but  eostom  and.  prej- 
udice are  agamst  you,  and  they  are  stronger  than  troth  and  logic." 

We  had  qoite  a  magnetic  circle  of  reformers  in  Central  Ifew 
York,  that  kept  the  missives  flying.  At  Kocbester,  were  William 
H.  Channing,  Frederick  Douglass,  the  Anthonys,  the  Posts,  the 
Hallowells,  the  Stebbins,  some  grand  Quaker  families  in  Farming- 
ton,  and  Waterloo ;  3rrs.  Bloomer  and  her  sprightly  weekly  called 
77/6'  Lily,  at  Seneca  Falls;  Mrs.  Wright,  Mrs.  Worden,  Mrs.  Sew- 
ard, at  Auburn  ;  Gerrit  Smith's  family  at  Peterboro  ;  Beriah  Green's 
at  Whitesboro,  with  the  Sedgwicks  and  Mays,  and  ^fatilda  .J<»slyn 
Gage  at  Syracuse.  Although  Mi^.  Gage  was  surroiuidt'd  with  a 
family  of  small  children  for  years,  yet  she  was  always  a  student, 
an  omnivorous  reader  aud  liberal  thinker,  and  her  pen  was  ever  at 
work  answering  the  attacks  on  the  woman  movement  in  the  county 
and  State  journals.  In  the  village  of  Manlius,  where  she  lived  some 
time  after  her  marriage,  she  was  the  sole  representative  of  this  un- 
popuUr  reform.  When  walking  the  street  she  would  often  hear 
some  boy,  shielded  by  a  diy-goods  box  or  a  f  ence^  cry  out  ^  woman^ 
rights." 

On  one  occasion,  at  a  huge  evening  party  at  Mr.  Van  SchaioVs, 
&e  host  read  aloud  a  poem  called  Rufns  Chubby  a 'burlesque  on 
80 
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Btrong-minded  "  women,  ridiculing  careen  and  oonventions,  sad 
the  msDj  claims  being  made  for  larger  freedom,  tfrs.  Gage,  then 
quite  young,  >vad  snrprised  and  embams>CMl.  Every  eye  was  fixed 
on  her,  as  evidently  the  t\-pe  of  womauhood  the  author  was  por- 
traying. As  BOOT!  as  the  reader's  voice  died  away,  Mrs  Gage,  with 
marked  coolness  and  grace,  approached  him.  and  >vith  an  imairinarv 
wreath  crowned  him  the  poet-laureate  of  the  occasion,  and  introduced 
him  to  tlie  c(»m|)auy  a«  "  the  immortal  Rufus  Chubb."  Tlie  ex- 
pressive gesture  and  the  few  brief  woi-ds  conferring  the  honor, 
turned  the  laugli  on  Mr.  Van  Schaick  so  completely,  that  he  was 
the  target  for  all  the  merriment  of  the  evening. 

Mrs.  GagQ  was  the  only  daughter  of  Dr.  Hezekiah  Joslyn,  a  man 
of  learning  and  philanthropic  tendencies.  He  gave  much  attention 
to  the  direction  of  his  daughtei^a  thought  and  reading.  She  alwajs 
had  a  knack  of  rummaging  through  old  libraries,  bringing  more 
startling  facts  to  lig^t  than  any  woman  I  ever  knew.* 

In  the  winter  of  1861,  just  after  the  election  of  Lincohi,  the 
Abolitionists  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  GouTentions  in  the  ehief 
citiea  of  the  North.  All  their  available  speakers  were  pledged  for 
active  service.  The  Republican  party,  having  absorbed  the  political 
AI)olitioni8t8  within  its  ranks  by  its  declared  hostility  to  the  exten- 
aiou  of  slavery,  had  come  into  power  with  overwhelming  majorities; 
hence  the  Garrieonian  Aholitionirts,  opposed  to  all  compromises, 
felt  this  waa  the  opportune  moment  to  roase  the  people  to  the  neoes- 


♦  Mrs.  Gage  recelvi-d  a  somewhat  remarkable  early  tralulng.  Not  only  wtu  her  father 
a  mau  of  profound  tbougbt,  a  reformer  tborongbljr  studying  &U  the  new  qacstions  cum- 
inf  Dp^  Imt  Id*  hooM  wm  a  atotlM  on  the  «idii|tNnnd  nUroad,  tbe  home  of  auU-ilaveiy 
apcakcrs  and  Hdvanc-cil  thinkers  upon  evprj-  subject,  aa  well  as  that  of  a  large  number  of 
clerKymeu,  who  jearlj  held  "  protracted  mcetlnga  "  io  the  place.  Sitting  up  aotil  midnight 
liiteiilmr  to  the  dlBeoMloiM  of  fliOM  nvoimid  gOBttomeB  vpon  baptuin,  oriRtnal  atai, 
predesttuatlon,  and  orJiir  doctrinal  poIntA,  her  thought  -wiis  r:irly  turned  to  rpllelonB 
queatiODa.  Sti«  read  the  Bible  through  before  she  wa«  nine  yo&n  old,  and  became  a 
^ureii  moraber  at  tte  early  age  of  eleven,  her  parents,  In  aoeordsoee  wIUi  their  baUte, 
Dot  attempting  to  influence  her  mind  for  or  against  this  step. 

Dr.  Joslyn  paid  great  attention  to  Ilia  danghter'a  ednoatlon.  From  her  earliest  jrcars 
It  was  a  law  of  the  household  that  her  eUldtth  qveettoas  shoidd  not  be  pot  off  with  an 
Jdle  r«ply,  but  must  be  reasonably  answered  ;  and  when  she  was  older,  ho  himself  In- 
«trttcte<l  Lit  111  nrntlir-niatic",  Grenk,  and  physiology.  But  that  for  which  she  feels  moat 
tadebtcU  t*>  hUn,  as  she  often  says— the  grandest  training  given  her— was  to  think  for 
henetf.  She  wu  tragbt  to  aeeept  no  opIukNi  beeeose  of  lU  authority,  but  to  queetton 
the  truth  of  all  thing?.  Thus  wnj^  laid  the  foundation  of  Mrs.  Gage's  reform  tendencies 
Aud  of  her  noo-acceptauce  of  masculine  authority  iu  matters  of  religion  and  politics. 
NorwBi  the,  faieoertalDwey,  lose  Indebted  to  her  mother,  s  aeotth  lad^,  betonglnir  to 
the  noble,  old,  and  influential  family  of  Leslie,  a  woman  of  refined  and  elevatt-d  tastes, 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  Trom  this  side  Mrs.  Osge  inherited  her  antiquarian 
tMtes  and  haUta  of  delving  Into  oM  htotoriea,  from  which  ehe  hee  meeifbed  eo  muj 
facte  beeriiig  upon  woman**  degradaHon. 
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sity  of  holding  that  party  to  its  declared  principles,  aud  pushing  it, 
if  possible,  a  step  or  tuc  forward. 

I  was  invited  to  accompany  Miss  Anthoti\-  and  Beriah  Green  to  a 
few  points  in  Central  New  York.  But  we  soon  found,  by  tiie  con- 
cHjrted  action  of  Republicans  all  over  the  country,  tlie  Cunveutions 
were  broken  up  at  ever}-  point.  This  f  umiahed  one  occasion  on  which 
BepnbUcans  and  Bemocnits  conld  work  harmomoiuly  together,  and 
thej  made  common  cause  against  the  Abolitionuts.  The  John  Brown 
raid  the  year  before  had  intimidated  Northern  politidanB  as  much 
as  Southern  slaveholders,  and  the  genersl  feeling  was  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  at  the  North  should  be  altogether  suppressed. 

From  Buffalo  to  Albany  our  experienee  was  the  same,  varied  only 
by  the  fertile  resources  of  the  actors  and  their  surroundings.  Tbir^ 
years  of  education  had  somewhat  changed  the  character  of  Northern 
mobs.  Thej  no  longer  dra^;ed  men  through  the  streets  with  ropes 
round  their  necks,  nor  broke  up  women's  prayer-meetings  ;  they  no 
longer  threw  e^s  and  brickbats  at  the  apostles  of  reform,  nor  dipped 
them  in  barrels  of  tar  and  feathers  ;  they  simply  crowded  the  halls, 
and  with  laughing,  groaning,  clapping,  and  cheering,  effectually  in- 
terrupted the  proceedings. 

Thus  we  passed  the  two  days  we  had  advertised  for  a  Conven- 
tion in  St.  James'  liall,  Ikitialo.  Ab  we  paid  for  the  Hall,  the  mob 
enjoyed  themselves  at  our  expense  in  more  ways  than  one.  At  the 
appointed  time  every  session  we  took  our  places  on  the  platform, 
m^ng  at  various  intervals  of  sQeDce  renewed  eflforts  to  spesk. 
Not  succeeding,  we  sat  and  conversed  with  each  other  and  many 
friends  who  crowded  the  platform'  and  ante-rooms.  Thus  among 
ourselves  we  had  a  pleasant  reception  and  a  discussion  of.  many 
phases  of  the  question  that  brought  us  together.  The  mob  not  only 
vouchsafed  to  us  the  privilege  of  tslking  to  our  friends  without  in- 
terruption, but  delegations  of  their  own  came  behind  the  scenes  from 
time  to  time,  to  discuss  with  us  the  right  of  free  speech  and  the 
constitutionality  of  slaveiy. 

These  Buffalo  rowdies  were  headed  by  ex- Justice  Hinson, 
aided  by  younger  members  of  the  Fillmore  and  Seymour  families 
and  the  Chief  of  Police  and  fifty  subordinates,  who  were  admitted 
to  the  hall  free  for  the  express  purpose  of  protecting  our  right  of 
free  speech,  which  in  defiance  of  the  Mayor's  orders,  they  did  not 
make  the  slightest  effort  to  do.  At  Lockport  there  was  a  feeble 
attempt  in  the  same  direction.  At  Albion  neither  hall,  church,  nor 
Bchool-bouse  could  be  obtained,  so  we  held  small  meetings  in  the 
dining-room  of  the  hotel. 
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At  Eochcster,  Oorinthian  Hall  was  packed  long  before  the  hoar 
•dvertised.  This  was  a  delicately  appreciative  jocose  mob.  At  this  • 
point  Aaron  Powell  joined  ns.  As  lie  had  jnet  risea  from  a  bed 
of  Biekneee,  looking  pale  and  emaciated,  he  slowly  mounted  the 
platform.  The  mob  at  once  took  in  his  look  of  exhaustion,  and  as 
he  seated  himself  they  gave  an  audible,  simultaneous  sigh,  as  if  to 
gay,  What  a  relief  it  is  to  be  seated  !  So  completely  did  the  tender 
manifestation  reflect  Mr.  Powell's  apparent  condition,  that  the  whole 
audience  burst  into  a  roar  of  laughter.  Here,  too,  all  attempts  to 
speiik  were  futile. 

At  i'ort  Byron  a  generous  sprinkling  of  cayenne  pepper  on  the 
stove,  soon  cut  short  all  constitutional  arguments  and  pagans  to  lib- 
erty. And  ao  it  waa  all  tiie  way  to  Albany.  The  whole  State  was 
aflame  with  the  mob  spirit,  and  from  Boston  and  Tariooa  points  in 
other  States,  the  same  news  reached  ns.  As  the  Legislature  was  in 
session,  and  we  were  advertiBed  in  Albany,  a  rsdieal  member  sar- 
castically  moved  ^  that  as  Mra^  Stanton  and  Miss  Anthony  were 
about  to  move  on  Albany,  the  militia  be  ordered  out  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  city." 

Happily,  Albany  could  then  boast  a  democratic  Mayor,  a  man  of 
courage  and  conscience,  who  said  the  ri<^'ht  of  free  speeoh  should 
never  be  trodden  underfoot  wKere  he  had  the  power  to  prevent  it. 
And  grandly  did  that  one  determined  man  maintain  order  in  his 
jurisdiction.  Tlirough  all  the  sessions  of  the  Convention  Mayor 
TliatcluT  Silt  on  the  platform,  his  police  stationed  in  different  parts 
of  the  liiiU  and  outside  the  buildinir,  t*>  dispoi-se  the  crowd  as  fast 
as  collected.  If  a  man  or  buy  lii?.se<i  or  made  the  slightest  internip- 
tion,  he  was  immediately  ejected.  And  not  only  did  the  Mayor 
preserve  order  in  the  meetings,  hut  with  a  company  of  armed  police, 
he  escorted  us  every  time  to  and  from  the  Delavaa  Hooae.  The 
last  ni^t  Gerrit  Smith  addressed  the  mob  from  the  steps  of  the 
hotel,  after  which  they  gave  him  three  cheers,  and  dispersed  in  good 
order. 

When  proposing  for  the  Mayor  a  vote  of  thanks  at  the  doeeof  tlie 
Convention,  Mr.  Smith  expressed  his  fears  that  it  had  been.a  severe 
ordeal  for  him  to  listen  to  these  prolonged  anti-slaveiy  discossions, 
he  smiled,  and  said :  I  have  really  been  deeply  interested  and  in- 
structed. I  rather  congratulate  myself  that  a  Convention  of  this 
character  has  at  last  come  in  the  line  of  my  business,  otherwise  I 
should  have  probably  remained  in  ignorance  of  many  important 
facts  and  opinions  I  now  understand  and  appreciate." 

Whilst  all  this  was  going  on  publicly,  we  had  an  e<^uaUy  trying 
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experience  progressing  day  by  day  behind  the  loeiMft.  MiBi 
Aothony  bad  been  instnunental  in  helping  a  fugitiTe  mother  with 
her  child,  eseftpe  from  a  hnaband  who  had  immwed  her  in  an  insane 
aaylnm.  The  wife,  belonging  to  one  of  the  first  families  of  New 
York,  her  brother  a  United  States  Senator,  and  the  hnsband  a  man 
of  pontion,  a  huge  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  were  inter- 
ested in  the  result.  Though  she  was  incarcerated  in  an  insane 
asylum  for  eighteen  months,  yet  members  of  her  own  family  again 
and  again  testified  that  she  was  not  insane.  Miss  Anthony  know- 
ing that  she  was  not,  and  believing  fully  that  the  unhappy  mother 
was  the  victim  of  a  conspiracy,  would  not  reveal  her  hiding-place. 

Knowing  the  confidence  Misr^  Anthony  felt  in  the  wisdom  uf  Mr. 
Garrison  and  Mr.  Phillips,  tlioy  were  implored  to  use  their  influence 
with  her  to  give  up  the  fugitives.  Letters  and  telegrams,  persua- 
sions, arguments,  warnings,  from  Mr.  Garrison,  Mr.  Phillips,  the 
Senator,  on  the  one  side,  and  from  Lydia  Mott,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  F, 
Ellet,  Abby  Hopper  Gibbons,  on  the  other,  poured  in  upon  her  day 
after  day,  bat  Miss  Anthony  remained  immovable,  although  she 
knew  she  was  defying  authority  and  violating  law,  and  that  she 
might  be  airested  any  moment  on  the  pUtform.  We  had  known 
80  many  aggravated  cases  of  this  kind,  that  in  daily  counsel  we  re- 
solved that  this  woman  should  not  be  recaptured  if  it  was  possible 
to  prevent  it.  To  us  it  looked  as  imperative  a  dn^  to  shield  a  sane 
moUier  who  had  been  torn  from  a  family  of  little  children  and 
doomed  to  the  companionship  of  lunatics,  and  to  aid  her  in  fleeing 
to  a  place  of  safety,  as  to  help  a  fugitive  from  slavery  to  Canada. 
In  both  cases  an  unjust  law  was  violated  ;  in  both  cases  the  supposed 
owners  of  the  victims  were  defied,  hence,  in  point  of  law  and  morals, 
the  act  was  the  same  in  both  cases.  The  result  proved  the  wisdom 
of  Miss  Anthony's  decision,  as  all  with  whom  Mrs.  P.  came  in  contact 
fur  years  afterward,  expressed  the  opinion  that  she  was  pei'fectly 
fiane  and  always  had  been.  Could  the  dark  secrets  of  these  insane 
asylums  be  brought  to  light,  we  should  be  shocked  to  know  the 
countless  number  of  rebellious  wives,  sisters,  and  daughters  that  are 
thoa  annnaUy  sacrificed  to  fidse  customs  and  oonventionaliams,  and  • 
barbaions  laws  made  by  men  for  women. 

Quite  an  agitation  occurred  in  1859,  on  woman's  costume.  In 
demanding  a  place  in  the  world  of  work,  the  unfitness  of  her 
dress  seemed  to  some,  an  insurmountable  obstacle.  How  can  you,  it 
was  said,  ever  compete  with  man      e^ual  place  and  pay,  with 
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garments  of  siieli  frail  fabrics  and  so  curabroiisly  fashioned,  and  how 
eati  you  ever  hope  to  enjoy  the  same  health  and  vigor  with  man,  go 
long  as  the  waist  is  pressed  into  the  smallest  compass,  pounds  of 
clothing  hung  on  the  hips,  the  limbs  cramped  with  skirts,  and 
with  high  heels  the  whole  woman  thrown  out  of  her  true  equi- 
librium. Wise  men,  physicians,  and  sensible  women,  made  their  ap- 
peais,  year  after  year;  physiologists  lectured  on  the  subject;  the 
press  oommeiited,  until  it  seemed  as  if  tiiere  were  a  aoAom  demand 
for  some  decided  steps,  in  the  direcdon  of  a  ntional  oostnme  for 
women.  Tlie  most  casual  observer  oonld  see  how  many  pleasnrea 
young  girla  were  oontiniiaUj  sacrificing  to  their  dress :  In  walking, 
nmning,  rowings  skating,  daneing^  going  Bp  and  down  stain,  climb> 
ing  trees  and  fences,  the  airy  fabrics  and  flowing  skirts  were  a  conp 
tinnal  impediment  and  vexation.  We  can  not  estimate  bow  large  a 
share  of  the  ill-health  and  temper  among  women  is  the  result  of  the 
crippling,  cribbing  influence  of  her  costume.  Fathers,  husbands, 
and  brothers,  all  joined  in  protest  against  the  small  waist,  and  stiff 
distended  petticoats,  which  were  always  themes  for  unbounded  ridi- 
cule. But  no  sooner  did  a  few  brave  conscientious  women  adopt 
the  bifurcated  costume,  an  imitation  in  part  of  the  Turkish  style, 
than  the  press  at  once  turned  its  guns  on  "  Tlie  Bloomer,"  and 
the  same  fathers,  husbands,  and  brothers,  with  streaming  eyes  and 
pathetic  tones,  conjured  the  women  of  their  households  to  cling  to 
the  prerailing  fashions.*  The  object  of  those  who  donned  the  new 
atdie,  was  primarily  health  and  freedom ;  but  as  the  daughter  of 
Gherrit  Smith  introduced  it  jnst  at  the  tkoe  of  the  cariy  conventions, 
it  was  supposed  to  be  an  inherent  element  in  the  demand  for  politi- 
cal equality.  As  some  of  those  who  advocated  the  i^t  of  snffrsge, 
wore  the  dress,  and  had  been  identified  with  all  the  unpopular  re- 
forms, in  the  reports  of  our  conventions,  the  press  rung  the  changes 
on  ''strong-minded,"  ''Bloomer,"  '^free  love^"  "easy  divonse,*' 
''amalgamation."  I  wore  the  dress  two  years  and  found  it  a  o:reat 
blessing.  What  a  sense  of  liberty  I  felt,  in  running  up  and  down 
stairs  with  my  hands  free  to  carry  whatsoever  I  would,  to  trip  through 
the  niin  or  snow  witli  no  skirts  to  liol<l  or  brush,  ready  at  any  mo- 
ment to  climb  a  hill-t<»p  to  see  the  sun  go  down,  or  the  moon  rise, 
with  no  ruffles  or  trails  to  be  limped  by  the  dew,  or  soiled  by  the 
grass.  What  an  emancipation  fioiii  little  petty  vexations  trammels 
and  annoyances  every  hour  of  the  day.  Yet  such  is  the  tyranny  of 
custom,  that  to  escape  constant  observation,  criticism,  ridicule,  per* 


*  Sm  Appendix. 
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eeeution,  mobs,*  one  after  another  gladly  went  back  to  tlie  old 
slavery  and  sacriticed  freedotn  to  repose.  I  have  never  wondered 
since  tliat  the  Chinese  women  allow  their  danghters"  feet  to  be  en- 
cased in  iron  elioes,  nor  that  the  Uindoo  widows  walk  calmlv  to  the 
fanen]  pyre.  I  sappoee  no  aet  of  my  life  ever  gave  my  (H^usin, 
Gerrit  Smith,  such  deep  sorrow,  as  mjr  abaadonmeiit  oif  the  ^  Bloomer 
coetnme."  He  publidied  an  open  letter*  to  me  on  the  subject,  and 
when  his  daughter,  Mrs.  MOler,  lliree  years  after,  followed  my  ex- 
ample^ he  felt  that  women  had  so  little  coniage  and  persistence^  that 
for  a  time  he  almost  despaired  of  the  SDooess  of  the  soffirage  move- 
ment ;  of  such  vital  eonseqnenoe  in  woman's  mental  and  physical 
development  did  he  feel  the  dress  to  be. 

Gerrit  Smith f  Samuel  J.  May,  J.  C.  Jackson,  C.  D.  Miller  and 
D.  C.  Bloomer,  sustained  the  women  who  lead  in  this  refonn,  nn- 
flinchingly,  during  the  trying  experiment.  I^et  the  names  of  those 
wlio  made  this  protest  be  remembered.  Wo  knew  the  Blofmier  cos- 
tume never  could  be  generally  becoming,  as  it  required  a  perfection 
of  form,  liuil)s,  and  feet,  such  ae  few  possessed,  and  we  who  wore 
it  also  knew  that  it  was  not  artistic.  Though  the  martyrdom  proved 
too  much  for  us  who  had  so  many  other  measures  to  press  on  the  pub- 
lie  oonsdence,  yet  no  experiment  is  lost,  however  evanescent,  that 
rouses  thought  to  the  injurious  consequences  of  the  prssent  style  of 
dress,  sacrifidng  to  its  absurdities  so  many  of  the  most  promising 
g^rls  of  this  generation. 

*  See  Appendix. 

t  Ctenlt  Bmlfh**  lionie  wu  ever  •  cliuiiiliiiir  reaort  ft»r  1ov«rf    UtMity  m  well  a«  loven 

of  Eve's  (lauclitcrs.  In  his  Iciftirc  hnnr"!  my  (  iiisfn  had  a  turn  for  matrh-makine,  and 
his  chief  delight  in  this  direction  was  to  promote  anions  between  good  Abolitionists 
■ad  tiie  sons  and  dangliten  of  eoiu«mthr«  finnlllM.  Here  Jemee  O.  Btmegr,  mdods 

others,  wooed  and  won  his  wife.  Here  one  would  meet  the  firs^t  famiUefl  in  the  State, 
with  Indians,  Africans,  slaTehoiden,  religionists  of  all  sects,  snd  rcpresentsUves  of  aU 
■hade*  otlramanlty,  eadi  dass  alike  welcomed  and  bonoied,  feasting,  fating,  dandog-— 
Joluing  In  all  Idnds  of  amnsements  and  religious  worship  together  (the  Indians  excepted, 
as  they  g^nerallj  carae  for  prorisions,  which,  having  secured,  they  departed).  Uis  bouse 
was  one  of  the  depots  of  the  underground  railroad.  One  day  Mr.  Smith  sommoned  all 
the  yoong  girls  then  visiting  there,  saying  he  had  a  ^eat  secret  to  tell  them  if  they  woaM 
sacredly  pledLT''  t}iem«c)vi^s  not  ti>  illvulire  if.  Huvlne  (lon<*  ■^o,  he  led  the  wsy  to  the 
third  etorj-,  ushered  us  (uto  a  lurgu  ruum,  and  there  cttood  a  beautiful  quadroon  girl  to 
reedTe  us.  "Hairlet,**  aald  Mr.  Smith,  •*!  want  you  to  make  good  Abolitloaista  of 
liieae  girls  by  describing  to  them  all  you  have  suffered  in  slavery."  He  then  left  the 
room,  locking  us  in.  Her  narrative  held  as  speU-bound  until  the  lengthening  shadows 
of  the  twll^ht  hour  made  bar  deparloreaafafw  Canada.  One  ramarit  die  made  Impraraed 
me  deeply.  I  told  her  of  the  laws  for  women  such  as  wc  then  livrd  under,  and  rcinarkL-d 
on  the  parallel  condition  of  slaves  and  women.  "  Tes,"  said  she,  "but  I  am  both.  I 
am  doQbly  damned  In  aex  and  oolor.  Tea,  In  daaa  too,  for  I  am  poor  and  Ignorant; 
none  of  yon  can  ever  touch  the  depth  of  misery  where  I  stand  to-dny."  We  hud  the 
satisfaction  to  see  Harriet  dressed  in  Quaker  costume,  closely  veiled,  drive  off  in  the 
moonUi^t  that  eveniog,  to  And  tbe  Ubeity  aba  eoidd  not  cii|ogr  in  lUa  Repnblte,  under 
tbe  fbadow  of  a  nonaieb'a  throne 
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first  Steps  In  New  York— Woman's  Tempcnincp  Convention,  Albany,  January,  1S52— 
New  York  Wonun's  State  Temperwoe  Society,  Bodieater,  April,  185d— WomeQ  be- 
fore the  Legldstiire  pleedtng  for  »  Maine  Law— Woomd  rejected  Deteftaten  to 
Men'!*  State  Conventions  at  Albany  and  Byracuse,  1853 ;  at  the  Brick  Church  Meeting 
and  World's  Tempenmce  Cooventton  In  New  York,  1855— Horace  Greeley  defends  the 
Bights  of  Women  In  IhtYmrtt  TrUrmt—tht  Teachers'  State  Conventtoiw— The  Syracuse 
National  Woman's  Rights  Convention,  1852 — Mob  in  the  Broadway  Tabernade  Wom- 
an's Rights  Convention  th  rouuh  two  days,  1853 — Stato  ^Voman'fi  Ripht?  Convention  at 
BocUcslur,  DeceuiU'r,  l^ililA — Albany  Conveotioo,  February,  1854,  and  Hearing  before 
tha  Leglalatnre  demanding  the  Bight  of  Snllhiga— A  State  Omnttlaa  Appointed- 
Susan  B.  Anthony  Gt-neral  Ajfent — Conventions  at  Saratoj^i  Springs,  1854,  '55,  '59 — 
Annual  State  Conventions  with  Legislative  Uearlngs  and  Beporta  of  Conunltteea,  on- 
tn  the  Wai^Married  Womeii'a  Pr^jMrtgr  L*w,  IMO— BID  b«lbn  tha  Iiagidalnra  Gnnt- 
ing  Divorce  for  Drunkpnnoss— Rnrare  Greeley  and  Thnrlow  Weed  oppose  It— Frnos- 
tlue  Rose,  Lucretia  Mott,  and  £llzabetb  Cady  Stanton  Address  the  Legislature  in 
fttvorof  the  BU— Robert  Dale  Owen  dafooAi  the  Measnre  Ui  S^toJKw  Ttrit  gyflime 
National  Woman's  Rif^bts  Conveutione  in  New  York  City,  1856,  *flB^  *80,  W  BtetMOf 
the  Woman'*  Bigbta  Movement  at  the  Opening  of  the  War»  188L 

A  FULL  report  of  the  woman's  rigbto  agitation  in  the  State  of 
Kew  York,  would  in  a  measnre  he  the  hktoiy  of  the  movement. 
In  this  State,  the  preUminary  hattlea  in  the  antipfllaTerj,  temperance, 
educational,  and  religioas  societies  were  fought ;  the  first  Govern- 
mental aid  given  to  the  liiglitr  education  of  woman,  and  her  voice 
iirst  heard  in  teachers'  associations.  Here  the  first  Woman's  Rights 
Convention  was  held,  the  first  demand  made  for  suffrage,  the  first 
society  formed  for  this  purpose,  and  the  first  legislative  efforts  made 
to  secure  the  civil  and  political  risrht?  of  women  ;  commanding  the 
attention  of  leading  members  of  the  bar ;  of  Savage,  Spencer,  Hertell, 
and  Ilurlbut.  Here  too  the  pulpit  made  the  first  demand  for  the 
political  rights  of  woman.  Here  was  the  first  temperance  society 
formed  by  women,  the  first  medical  collie  opened  to  them,  and 
woman  lii-st  ordained  for  the  ministry. 

In  1850,  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  1,500  women  petitioned  the  Com- 
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mon  Council  not  to  license  the  Bale  of  intoxicating  drinks ;  and  the 
following  year,  thej  sent  a  petition  to  the  Legislature,  signed  by 
8,200,  asking  for  an  act  anthorising  aome  offidal  bodj  to  take  into  , 
eoBtody,  and  piovide  for  the  ewarms  of  vagrant  ddldren,  growing 

np  in  ignorance  and  vice.  This  may  be  eonsiderod  the  initiatiTO 
step  to  a  Board  of  Cliarities.  In  the  same  year,  a  number  of  spir- 
ited women  in  Fulton,  Oswego  Co.,  disgusted  with  the  inefficient 
a<'tion  of  the  temperance  men,  entered  complaint  against  the  liquor 
dealers,  for  the  violation  of  the  license  lawp,  and  (=.ome  of  them 
attended  the  trials  in  person.  In  1851,  the  ladies  of  Cardiff,  Onon- 
daga Co.,  appeared  before  the  Grand  Jury,  and  made  com])Iaint 
against  the  liquor  dealers  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  the  uue  for 
violating  the  law,  the  other  for  Delecting  to  prosecute  the  violators 
on  their  complaint,  and  fbej  aoooeeded  in  getting  both  indicted. 
In  1851,  a  petition  was  sent  from  Ontario  Oonnty,  praying  the  Leg* 
islatmo  to  exempt  women  from  taxation. 

September  15, 1858,  Antoinette  L.  Brown  waa  ordained  as  pastor 
of  a  chnrch  in  Sonth  Bntler,  and  November  15,  performed  lSb»  cere- 
mony at  the  marriage  of  a  danj^ter  of  Bboda  de  Gkumo,  of  Booh- 
ester.  In  this  year,  at  a  large  Convention  of  liberal  people,  to  prcu 
mote  Christian  Union,  hold  in  Syracnse,  she  made  an  address.  All 
denominations  took  part  on  the  occasion  and  listened  to  her  with 
respectful  attention.  In  New  York,  woman*8  voice  was  first  heard 
on  the  Nation's  great  festal  day.  In  1853,  Mary  Vanghan  g^ave  the 
fourth  of  July  oration  at  Specdsville,  Emily  Clarke  at  Watkins, 
Amelia  Bloomer  at  Hartford,  and  Antoinette  Brown  at  South  But- 
ler. Everythint;  on  these  occasions  was  conducted  as  usual :  the 
grand  procession  to  tlie  grove,  or  town  hall,  the  military  escort, 
reading  the  Declaration,  martial  music,  cannon,  fire-crackers,  tor- 
pedoes, roast  pig,  and  green  peas ;  none  of  the  usual  accompani- 
ments wore  omitted.  In  the  same  year,  Antoinette  Brown  and  Lucy 
Stone  canvaased  the  twenty-second  district,  to  secore  the  election  of  . 
the  Hon.  Gerrit  Smith  for  Congress,  and  were  soooesafol  in  their 
efforts. 

In  April,  1854,  the  DatDghters  of  Temperance  at  Johnson's  Creek, 
sent  tiiixty  pieces  of  silver  to  Gov.  Seymonr,  for  vetoing  a  bill  for  a 
prohibitory  law,  and  thus  betraying  tiie  friends  ol  temperance.  In 
New  York,  the  first  anti-tax  association,  the  first  woman's  club  and 
Loyal  Leagne  were  formed.  Here,  too,  a  woman,  Mrs.  Josephine 
Slmw  Lowell,  was  appointed  State  Commisfiioner  of  Charities,  by 
Gov.  Samuel  J.  Tilden.  Whether  the  Governor  of  any  other  State 
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had  preceded  him  in  »  moie  profitable  or  honomble  appointaient, 
haa  not  yet  been  diaooTered.  Leat  women  ahonld  feel  too  deep  ft 
aenae  of  gratitode,  tfaejr  ahonld  nnderatand  that  thia  office  mvolTee 
ardnooa  labon,  bnt  no  peconiaiy  reoompenae.  Thia  may  be  a  leaaon 
that  ench  poaitiona  are  being  giadnally  aeaigned  to  women. 

At  the  time  of  thia  general  npriaing,  ^ew  York  waa  tfa<Mrotig^y 
stirred  with  temperance  and  anti^veiy  exdtenient.  George 
Thompeon,  the  great  English  reformer  and  orattMr,  who  had  heeu 
mobbed  in  all  the  chief  cities  of  the  North,  accompanied  by  Wil- 
liam Lloyd  Garrison,  was  lu^ldin*?  a  series  of  conventions  through 
the  State.  And  as  these  conventions  were  held  in  the  midst  of  the 
"Jerry  rescue  trials,"*  the  apostles  of  freedom  spoke  witli  terrible 
vehemence  and  denunciation.  Popular  orators,  too,  were  rushing 
hei-e  and  there  in  the  furor  of  a  Presidential  campaign,  and  as  all 
these  reforms  were  thrown  into  the  governmental  cauldron  for  dis- 
cussion, the  whole  people  bCena'd  to  be  on  the  watch  towers  of  poli- 
tics and  philanthropy.  Women  shared  in  the  general  unrest,  and 
b^gan  to  take  many  steps  before  unknown.  Since  1840,  they  had 
generally  attended  political  meetings,  aa  witii  the  introduction  of 
moral  qneetiona  into  legislation,  they  had  manifeated  an  inoreaamg 
intereat  in  government 

The  repeal  of  the  Lraenae  Iaw  of  1846,  filled  the  temperance 
boeta  throngliont  the  State  with  alarm,  and  ronaed  many  women  to 
tiie  aaaeition  of  their  rights.  Im]>overi!ihed,  broken-hearted  wivea 
and  mothers,  were  for  the  tiret  time  looking  to  the  State  for  some 
protection  against  the  cruelties  and  humiliations  they  endured  at  the 
hands  of  liquor  dealers,  when  suddenly  the  beneficent  law  waa 
repealed,  and  their  reviving  hopes  crushed.  The  burning  indigna- 
tion of  women,  wh(»  had  witnessed  the  protracted  outrages  on  help- 
less wives  and  children  in  the  drunkard's  home,  rou^ed  many  to 
pnblic  >j]>oech,  and  gave  rise  to  the  secret  organizations  called 
"  Danghtei*s  of  Teniperanee."  Others  finding  there  was  no  law  nor 
gospel  in  the  land  for  their  protection,  took  the  power  in  their  own 
hands,  visiting  saloons,  breaking  windows,  glasses,  bottles,  and 

*  Jerry  McHcory  was  an  athletic  mululto,  a  cooper  by  trade,  who  had  been  Ihini?  in 
8]fnieiMe  for  many  y^uv,  alDce  bla  escape  from  aUvery.  Oo  the  12tb  of  October,  1850, 
tlwra  WM  au  attempt  to  kidnap  him,  bvt  the  AboUttonlrt*,  wUb  inch  mm  m  SmbqcI  J. 
SCaj  and  Gerrit  Smith  at  their  head,  aacceeded  in  rescolnjf  him  by  a  cmp  (rc'Uit,  from 
the  ofScera  of  the  law,  which  involved  eeveral  trials  In  Aabum,  Oioandalgua,  Bullulo, 
and  Albany.  Aa  this  occurred  soon  after  the  passage  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  the 
leadlOf  Abolitionists  were  determined  to  test  its  constitatlOBaUfy  in  the  cooitt.  ItWtt 
■o  tjnlmnfltiftlly  aitd  nolmMUjr  violated,  that  It  aooa  beouM  ft  dead  letter. 
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emptying  demijohns  and  barrels  into  the  streets.  Coming  like 
whirlwinds  of  vengeance,  drunkards  and  rura-sellors  stood  paralyzed 
before  tlieui.  Though  women  were  sometimes  arreoted  for  these 
high-handed  proceedings,  a  strong  public  sentiineot  justified  their 
acta,  and  forced  the  llqaor  dealen  to  withdraw  their  oomplainta.* 

There  ia  nothmg  more  terrible  than  the  reddeaa  courage  of  de- 
spairing women,  who^  thoogh  knowing  they  have  eternal  tmth  and 
justice  on  their  side,  know  alao  thdr  helplessness  against  the  tide  of 


*  AHlBOto  WoKiv.— Mhl  lbffM«i  ItadttS,  «f  SarrMOM,  frMiMflatljMmtediipoii 

a  wAtrant  issued  on  complaint  of  Emanuel  Ronendale,  a  rnm-scller,  charging  her  with 
fordog  an  eutraoce  to  bis  hoaae,  and  with  atonea  and  cloba  amashlng  hia  doors  and  win- 
dow*, iMtvaldiig  his  tainU«n  uul  botdcai,  Hid  taming  over  tab  wliltkj  tavrds  uoA  apn^ 
log  tlielr  contents.  Great  excitement  was  produced  by  this  novel  cur»e.  It  seems  that 
the  hoabaod  of  Mra.Freeland  waa  a  drunkard— that  he  waa  in  the  habit  of  abusing  hl» 
wffe,  tuning  taer  out  of  doon,  etc,  and  tUa  waa  carriad  so  farthat  tbe  pollee  frequently 
found  it  nece;sRary  to  interfere  to  put  a  stop  to  his  Ill-treatment  of  his  family.  Roflcn- 
dole,  the  complainant,  fnmlahed  Froeland  with  the  liquor  which  tum^  him  into  a  demon. 
Un.  fVeeland  had  flreqaently  told  htan  of  taor  aitfleili^  and  baaonght  Mm  to  rafrala 
from  giving  her  basband  the  poison.  But  alas !  she  appealed  to  a  heart  of  stone.  He 
disregarded  her  entrcatiea  and  apomed  har  from  his  door.  Driven  to  desperation  she 
armed  heraelf,  broke  into  the  house,  drore  oat  tb«  baae-hsarted  landlord  and  proceeded 
upon  tlia  work  of  destruction. 

She  was  brought  before  the  court  ancf  demanded  a  trial.  The  citizens  employed 
Charlco  B.  Sedgwick,  Esq.,  as  her  cuuneel,  and  prepared  to  justi^her  aaaanlt  npon  legal 
groonds.  Bosendale,  being  at  once  arrested  on  complaint  of  Thomas  L.  Oaiaon  for  sell- 
ing liquor  unlawfully,  and  fccllne^  the  force  of  the  stonn  thiit  wa"?  gnthcrlni^  over  bi4 
head,  appeared  before  the  Justice,  withdrew  bis  complaint  against  Mrs.  Freolaud,  paid 
tlw  eoM8,aad  KAfa  bsil  on  Iha  aompiniotnf  Mr.  OHwo,toan>Mr*<ttheOaDenlBea> 
slons,  and  answer  to  nn  indictment  should  there  be  one  foaad. 

Mrs.  Frecland  is  said  to  be  "  the  pious  mother  of  a  Hue  fKmUy  of  children,  and  a  highly 
nspaetabia  membar  of  tha  Bpheopal  Ohardi.** 

The  Carson  League  commenting  on  this  nffair  S'-iy;-  ; 

"  The  rum-seller  cowered  In  the  face  of  public  feeling.  Thla  case  shows  that  public 
feeling  will  Justify  a  woman  wliose  person  or  family  la  outiaged  by  a  ram^adlw,  lor  en- 
tering his  grocery  or  tavern  and  destroying  his  Ihiuor.  If  the  law  lets  loose  a  tiger  upon 
her,  she  may  destroy  it  She  has  no  other  resort  but  force  to  save  herself  and  her  chil- 
dren. Were  tlie  iromen  of  this  elty  to  proceed  In  a  body  and  destroy  all  the  Uqaor  of 
all  the  taverns  and  groceries,  they  would  be  Justified  by  law  and  public  opinion.  Women 
should  take  tbla  war  Into  their  hands,  when  men  take  side  with  the  marderscs  of  ttieir 
peace. 

**  A  tavam  or  grocery  which  makes  the  neighbors  drunken  and  insane  Ih  a  piii  lit-  uui- 
sance,  and  mny  he  pulled  down  nm\  destroyed  by  the  neighbors  who  are  injuri.'d  by  it. 
It  is  worse  than  the  plague.  And  if  men  will  not  put  bauds  ou  il,  then  should  the  women 
do  it.  Tell  OB  not  it  ia  property.  It  ceases  to  be  property  wbeii  it  Is  employed  to  de- 
atioytlie  pefjple.  If  a  man  lights  his  torch  and  sets  about  puttini;  Arc  to  the  hon^.M 
about  him,  aoy  penon  may  seixe  the  torch  and  destroy  it.  So  if  a  man  takes  a  pi8U>l 
and  passes  throngh  the  streets  AooliDg  the  people,  the  pistol  eeases  to  be  property  and 
may  be  taken  from  him  by  forrv  and  destroyed  by  uny  person  who  cm  do  it.  Wc  sin- 
cerely hope  that  the  womeu  of  tbi>  btate  will  profit  by  this  example,  and  go  to  destroying 
nwUqvorTessehiaadthcfrcontCDts.**  To  all  <i(  wbieb  w«  respond  AXDt. 

Th»  LOif,  June,  1888. 
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miserj  eneriilpliing  the  drunkard's  home.  Women  were  aj»plaiided 
for  these  ucts  of  heroism  by  the  press  and  temj>erance  leagues;  they 
were  welcomed  too  as  speakers  sometimes  on  their  platforms,  just 
as  aUves  were  in  the  olden  days,  to  mo^e  an  audience  with  their 
tales  of  woe.  Bat  when  they  organiied  themselm  into  associations, 
Adopted  ooDititntions,  passed  leeolntions,  and  sent  their  delegates  to 
men*6  oonTeotioDB,  asking  to  be  recognized  as  equals,  then  began  the 
battle  in  the  temperanoe  ranha,  yindietiTe  and  prolafaeted  for  years. 
Th3  clergy  were  tiie  moat  bitter  opponents  of  the  public  action  of 
women ;  bat  thronghoat  the  conflict  they  wore  anstdned  by  the 
porest  men  in  the  nation,  such  as  Horace  Greeley,  Joshua  R.  Gid- 
dings,  Key.  E.  H.  Chapin,  Rev.  Samuel  J.  May,  Thomas  W.  Hig- 
ginson,  William  H.  Channing,  Gerrit  Smith,  Wendell  Phillips, 
William  Lloyd  Garrison,  and  others.  All  this  persecution  on  the 
ground  of  eex,  intensilied  the  love  of  liberty  in  wouuui's  sool,  and 
deepened  the  oft  repeated  lesson  of  individual  rights. 

On  January  28,  1852,  The  Daughters  of  TtMnperance  "  assem- 
bled in  Albany  to  take  part  in  a  mass  meeting  of  all  the  *'  Divisions" 
in  the  State.  Among  the  delegates  presi'iit  were  Susan  B.  Anthony, 
Mary  C.  Vaughan,  and  Lydia  Fowier,  who  were  received  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Convention.  £ut  at  the  first  attempt  by  Mis8  Antliouy 
to  speak,  they  were  informed  that  the  ladies  were  invited  to  listen, 
and  not  to  take  part  in  the  prooeedinga.  Those  women  present 
who  were  not  satisfied  with  snch  a  position  withdrew,  annonndng 
that  they  wonld  hdd  a  meeting  that  evening  in  which  men  and 
women  wonld  stand  on  eqnal  ground. 

At  the  appointed  time  th^  asBembled  in  the  vestry-room  of  the 
Presbyterian  diarch  on  Hadsoo  Street  Samuel  J.  May,  who  was 
in  Albany  attending  one  of  the  "  Jerrey  Rescne  Trials^*'  was  present, 
and  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer.  Mrs.  Yaaghan  was  dioeen 
President,*  and  on  taking  the  chair,  said : 

We  have  met  to  eonidder  what  we,  as  women,  oan  do  and  may  do.  to 
forward  the  temperanoe  refi>nn.  We  have  met,  beoaase,  as  members  of 

thd  human  family,  we  share  in  all  the  safferings  which  error  and  crime 
bring  upon  the  race,  and  becHUBe  we  are  learning  that  our  part  in  the 
drama  of  life  is  something  beside  inactive  suffering  and  passive  endur- 
anee.  Wo  woald  act  as  well  as  endue;  and  we  meet  here  to^j  beeaose 


*  Mrp.  niorapson,  of  Albany  ;  Mre.  Cusliman,  of  New  York,  Yirf-Pruidetat.  Mr».  Foww 
ler  and  Miss  ADtbony,  Seeniariet.  Lydia  Mott,  of  Albany ;  Fbebo  Hoag  Jonca,  of  Tror » 
Bliss  HoKls  Shove,  of  Eaaton ;  and  EUabeth  Tsd  Alsttne,  of  CtiuiJolis»f«b  JmSuh 
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many  of  ns  have  been  trying  to  act,  and  we  would  combine  oar  individ* 
ual  experiences,  and  together  devise  plnns  for  the  future,  out  of  which 
shall  ari8*e  well-ba^ed  hopes  of  good  results  to  humanity.  We  are  awaro 
that  thiu  procuedlug  of  ours,  this  caliing  together  of  a  body  of  women  to 
delibegrate  pnbUelj  upon  ^«if  to  oacry  oat  m  tpMifled  xtiam,  idU  rob 
rather  harshly  upon  the  mould  of  prejodioe,  whleh  has  gathered  thiek 
upon  the  common  mind. 

....  There  are  plenty  of  women,  as  well  as  men,  who  can  labor  for 
reforms  without  neglecting  bosinese  or  duty.  It  ia  an  error  that  olings 
inoft  tenadoiidy  to  the  publte  mind,  tbot  becoiue  a  part  of  tiw  sex  aro 
wlvee  and  mothers  and  have  abaoibing  datSes,  that  all  the  eez  should  be 
denied  any  other  sphere  of  effort.  To  deprive  every  nnmarried  woman, 
spiiif^ter,  or  widow,  or  every  childless  wife,  of  the  power  of  exercising  her 
warm  sympathies  for  the  good  of  others,  is  to  deprive  her  of  the  greatest 
happiness  of  which  she  is  capable;  to  rob  her  highest  fiwnltlM  ottMe  legit- 
imate operation  and  reward;  to  belittle  and  narrow  her  mind;  to  dwarf 
her  aflSeotions;  to  turn  the  harmonies  of  her  natare  to  discord;  and,  as 
the  human  mind  must  be  active,  to  compel  her  fo  employ  hers  with  low 
and  grovelling  thoughts,  which  lead  to  contemptible  actions. 

There  is  no  reform  in  wUeb  woman  can  act  better  or  more  appropri- 
ately than  temperance.  I  know  not  how  she  can  resist  or  torn  aside  from 
the  doty  of  acting  in  this;  its  effects  fall  so  cmshingly  Upon  her  and 
those  whose  interests  are  identical  with  her  own ;  she  has  ho  often  seen 
its  slow,  insidious,  but  not  the  less  surely  fatal  advances,  gaining  upon 
its  victim;  she  has  seen  the  intellect  which  was  her  dearest  pride,  de- 
based; the  affsctions  which  were  her  lUe-glvIng  springs  of  action,  ea* 
tranged;  the  children  once  loved,  abased,  disgraced  and  Impoverished; 
the  home  once  an  earthly  paradise,  rendered  a  fit  abode  for  lost  spirits; 
has  felt  in  her  own  perpon  all  the  misery,  degradation,  and  woe  of  the 
drunkard's  wife;  has  shrunk  trom  roviilugs  and  cowered  beneath  blows; 
has  labcwed  and  toiled  tohara  her  poor  earainga  tnnafsifed  to  the  ram- 
seDer's  ill-gotten  hoard;  while  her  children,  ragged,  llraleM,  poor,  starr- 
ing, gathered  shivering  about  her.  and  with  hollow  eyes,  from  which  all 
smiles  had  fled,  begged  vainly  for  the  bread  she  had  not  to  bestow.  Oh  I 
the  misery,  the  atter,  hopeless  misery  of  the  drunkard's  wife  I 

. . .  •  Ve  aaeonnt  It  no  reason  why  we  shoald  desist,  when  consdenoe, 
an  awakened  senae  of  duty,  and  arooaad  heart-sympathies,  would  lead 
ni  to  show  ourselves  something  different  than  an  impersonation  of  the 
vagne  ideal  which  has  been  named.  Woman,  and  with  which  woman  has 
long  striven  to  identify  herself.  A  oreatare  all  softness  and  sensibility, 
who  mnst  neessiaiily  enjoy  and  ■oHlBr  in  the  eztiemei,  while  sharing  with 
nan  the  ptoaniee  and  the  iUa  of  life;  bearing  happinese  meekly,  and 
sorrow  with  Cortitade;  gentle,  mild,  submissive,  forbearing  under  all 
eirc u m stan ceg ;  a  softened  reflex  of  the  opinions  and  ideas  of  the 
masculines  who,  by  relationship,  hold  mastery  over  her;  without  in- 
dividualism, a  mere  adjunct  of  man,  the  chief  object  of  whose  cresr 
Hon  was  to  adorn  and  beautny  bis  eilstenee,  or  to  minister  to  eome 
form  of  his  selflelmess.  This  is  nearly  the  masculine  idea  of  wonuui- 
hood,  and  poor  womanhood  striTcs  to  personify  it.  Bat  not  all  women. 
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Thu  is  an  age  of  iconoclafitus;  and  daring  haads  are  raised  to  sweep  from 
its  pedoatal,  and  dash  to  fragmexite,  this  lUse  image  of  wwmuh.  Wa  ean 
not  liow  soon,  if  ^  true  woman  bnt  take  Iti  piaaa.  Tills  is  also* 

and  most  emphatically,  an  age  of  progjeBs.  One  oM  idaa,  one  monldai*> 
ing  form  of  prejudice  after  another,  is  rapidly  gwept  away.  Thoiufht, 
written  and  spoken,  acts  upon  the  mass  of  mind  in  tliiH  day  of  railroads 
and  telegraphs,  witli  a  ttiomandlSold  mote  aslarity  than  in  the  days  of 
I^Uons  and  slow  coaehas.  Searoe  have  dia  Hps  that  uttered  great 
thooghts  ceased  to  move,  or  the  pen  which  wrote  them  dropped  from 
the  weary  hand,  ere  they  %'ibrate  through  the  inmost  reeesSMOfa  thou- 
sand heiirts,  and  awaken  deep  and  true  responses  in  a  thousand  Hving, 
truthful  souls.  Thence  they  grow,  expand^  fructify,  and  the  result  is 
Progress. 

Mrs.  Ljdia  F.  Fowler  thetn  gave  sereral  Texy  toneliing  recitals  of 
the  evils  of  intempeistuse  in  family  dieles  within  her  own  obser- 
vation. Her  lec'tures^n  Hygiene  and  Physiology  through  the  State, 
illiistratiiig  as  she  did  the  effect  of  aloohd  cm  the  system,  and  point- 
ing OQt  to  mothers  what  they  could  do  to  promote  the  health  of  their 
children,  and  thus  ensure  temperance  and  morality,  were  most  elfecU 
ive  in  their  bcarinirs  on  this  question.  Letters  "vrero  read  from 
Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  Clarioa  Howard  Nichols,  and  Amelia 
Bloomer. 

Mr.  Mat,  on  rising,  said:  The  sadden  and  n^laatiltalyle  repeal  of  the 
Lleense  Taw  of  18M,  ebaaged  the  ftuse  of  the  oommnnity,  whieh  had 

everywhere  brightened  with  new  hope  under  the  brief  but  nalutaiy 
operation  of  that  law.  Tliat  repeal,  which  it  wan  indecorous  if  not  pre- 
suniptnous  in  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  make,  seeing  the  law 
had  been  enacted  directly  by  the  people  in  their  primary  assembUes; 
that  repeal  brought  baek  all  the  evils  of  intemperuiee  aggravated  by  the 
sueoes^ful  efforts  which  had  been  openly  and  covertly  made  to  break 
down  the  barrierf*  wliirh  Ww  law  of  had  set  up.    Tlie  flood-g-ntes  of 

this  loathsome  vice  were  slammed  optTi,  ari  if  never  to  be  nhut  a^^-ain, 
^Vhat  I  have  seen  and  heard  since  I  came  to  the  capital,  has  encouraged 
me  not  a  little.  I  have  met  with  genttemen  ftom  all  parts  of  the  State, 
who  seem  to  be  etmvinoed  that  the  people  are  xeady  fkir  the  passage  of  a 
stringent  law  similar  to  that  whleb  has  reeently  gone  Into  operation  in 
Maine. 

But  I  am  particularly  encouraged  that  the  women  of  the  State  have 
made  an  espeeial  and  somewhat  novel  movement  in  this  bebalt  It  has 
in  all  ages  of  the  worid  been  ominons  when  the  women  of  a  eonntrybave 

come  out  of  the  retirement  they  generally  choose,  to  take  a  public  part 
in  the  alfairs  of  the  State.  ^Vhat  if  this  Convention  be  not  a  large  one, 
it  is  signiticunt  nevertheless.  1  could  cite  you  to  a  reform  in  our  own 
country  which  oommenoed  with  Isse  than  twelve  IndiTidnala  twen^ 
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yean  ago,  and  uow  that  reform  has  drawn  into  its  vortex  all  thd  livixig 
spirits  in  the  land,  wAA  1im  evMitad  an  agitatioii  of  tiie  pabUe  mind  timt 
will  never  be  quelled  nntil  SlaTery  i«  bulled  ont  of  eight  forever.  If  the 

vromen  of  New  York  will  aet  np  to  the  noble  sentiments  that  have  beoQ 
expressed  in  the  addresses  and  letters  written  by  women  to  this  Conven- 
tion, great  and  glorious  results  must  follow.  And  there  are  enpeeial  rea- 
eons  why  women  should  be  earnest  in  this  cause.  Their  sex,  though  not 
eo  mneh  addieted  ae  oars  tottie  nee  of  intoxieatlng  drinks,  snflSais  more 
ftom  tile  effects  of  the  evil.  To  them  it  is  the  destruction  of  all  domes- 
tic peace,  the  wreck  of  all  conjugal  and  maternal  hopes;  it  is  ignorance, 
poverty,  misery,  for  themselves  and  children.  My  own  attention  was 
first  called  to  this  reform  by  the  sufferings  of  women.  (Mr.  ICiiy  here  re- 
lated several  tonohing  aneedotes  of  most  estimable  women  he  had 
known,  devoted  wives,  mothers,  listers,  danghters,  ^ttho  had  been  utterly 
do«poiled  of  all  earthly  coiufort  by  the  intemperance  of  those  they  loved). 

At  one  time  I  thought  this  evil  might  bo  repressed  by  man  alone;  but 
I  have  learned  that  humanity  is  dual.  God  made  man  male  and  female. 
The  sexes  are  equally  eoneemed  in  the  weUwe  of  the  vase.  What  Gtod 
has  Joined  together  must  not  be  put  asunder.  Women  are  eonstituent 
partf<  of  the  State  and  the  Church,  as  wpH  &h  of  the  home;  and  their 
Influence  ig  ax  indispensable  to  the  well-being  of  the  former  as  the  latter. 
A  State  or  Church  that  excludes  woman  from  its  oounciis,  is  like  a  fam* 
Uy  without  a  mo^er,  in  a  eondition  of  half  orphanage. 

In  the  days  of  our  Revolution  women  made  as  many  saerifices  and  eu' 
durt  (1  !is  ^eat  t*uffering9  for  independence,  as  did  the  men.  It  is  most 
tiiif.rnitLlul  when  we  are  speaking  of  that  event,  and  the  actors  in  it,  not 
to  make  mention  of  our  Revolutionary  Mothers.  In  the  French  Revo- 
lution women  were  eonspieaone  aetois.  If  Madame  Boland  and  her 
ooadjutors  had  been  allowed  to  sway  the  pnbUo  eooneUSf  the  results 
would  have  been  far  happier  for  France. 

In  moral  revolutions  women  have  ever  signalized  themselves.  It  was 
a  woman,  Elizabeth  Fry,  who  in  England  commenced  the  reform  in  the 
diseipiine  of  psisons,  and  proseented  it  in  person  for  years,  until  she 
had  proven  her  plans  feasible,  and  inspired  othera  with  a  faith  like  her 
own.  It  was  Dorothea  Dix  (a  very  delicately  organized  woman),  who 
first  in  tills  country  recognized  tlie  claims  and  acknowledged  the  rights 
of  the  insane.  She  found  these  poor  victims  of  man's  ignorance  every- 
where sulforing  tenible  hardships.  Ihej  were  drsaded  by  all,  and  ab- 
honed  by  many  who  had  eharge  of  them,  and  believed  to  be  ineqpable 
of  suffering  as  sane  people  suffer,  and  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  those 
kindly  influences  which  more  than  all  others  control  those  who  are  in 
their  right  minds.  Miss  Dix  penetrated  their  cheerless,  dark,  damp 
abodes.  She  brought  to  lig^t  the  wrongs  that  were  inllieted  upon  them. 
She  exposed  the  tolly  of  the  fears  whleh  were  entsrtalned  of  them.  She 
showed  by  her  own  courageous  experiments  that  even  furious  maniacs 
<5ould  be  controlled  hy  the  spirit  of  Christian  love.  The  asylums  in  many 
of  our  States  to-day  are  noble  monuments  to  the  inestimable  value  of 
her  services. 

Whsn  Miss  Dix  tint  visited  the  insane  department  of  the  Jail  in  Gam- 
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bridge,  tolook  alfew  one  miaeBftble  hmnaii  being  bha  hadchanoed  to  hear 
was  immuMd  then,  she  little  thooi^  ol  the  eanar  of  benevolent  ellbit 
and  of  hi|^  distfatotion  afl  a  philanthropist  that  was  opening  before  her. 

She  went  only  to  jrfve  relief  to  a  solitary  suff  ror.  Bat  the  dejected, 
helpless  and  wretched  condition  in  which  bhe  found  the  insane  there, 
laiied  the  inqairy  in  her  mind  whether  it  could  be  that  the  same  cla::t> 
of  unfortunates  were  treated  in  this  wise  elsewhere.  Snoh  an  inquiry 
could  not  be  suppressed  in  a  heart  like  hers;  it  urged  her  on  to  further 
investigation.  It  led  to  new  developments  of  the  methods  that  philan- 
thropists and  scientists  were  advocating  iu  France.  She  came  at  last  to 
feel  that  she  had  a  mission  to  that  class  of  "  the  lost  ones/'  and  she  has 
fhMUed  it  gtorionaly.  She  has  been  the  angel  of  Uie  Lord  to  the  hisane 
in  [ihnost  all  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Tlie  A nti  Slavery  cause  in  both  England  and  America,  owes  as  much 
to  woman  as  to  man.    If  in  Great  Britain  the  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade  was  commenced  by  men,  the  abolition  of  West  India  slavery 
was  begun  by  women;  and  It  Is  aeknowledged  that  they  did  m<»e  than 
the  men  to  aeeompUsh  the  overthrow  of  that  system  of  all  imaginable 
^nekedness,  which,  while  it  endured,  stimulated  the  cupidity  of  the  slave- 
trader,  so  that  he  prosecuted  his  accursed  trntllc  as  much  as  ever,  not- 
withstiinding  the  acts  of  the  American  Congress  and  the  British  Parlia- 
ment. In  our  eoimtej  the  most  sflMant,  omtiring  labotws  In  the  antip 
slavery  cause,  have  firom  the  bs^^nning  been  women.  Lydia  Maria  Child, 
a  lady  highly  distinguished  among  the  authors  of  America,  was  the  first 
to  publish  (I  sizable  book  upon  slavery.    Its  very  title  was  a  pregnant 
one,  viz,    An  Appeal  in  behalf  of  that  Class  of  Americans  called  Afri- 
cans." Its  contents  were  of  great  and  permanent  value.  The  pnbUeation 
of  that  volome  was  to  her  a  eostly  sasriftee  of  popolaritjr  as  an  author. 
At  a  vexy  eariy  period  of  the  enterprise,  Elizabeth  M.  Chandlsr  pnb> 
lished  many  essays  and  poems  that  will  live  forever.    The  bravery  and 
persistence  of  Prudence  Crandnll  in  maintaining  a  school  for  colored 
girls  iu  Connecticut,  in  the  face  of  terrible  persecution,  is  beyond  praise. 
Maria  Weston  Chapman,  sinee  18M,  has  been  among  the  leaders  of  the 
antlHBlavsry  host*  direeting  their  movements  and  stimulating  them  to 
effort.    Lucretia  Mott,  Sarah  Pugh,  Eliza  Lee  Follen,  Abby  Kelly,  Mary 
Grew,  are  all  worthy  of  mention — there  is  no  end  to  the  names  uf  excel- 
lent, wise,  courageous  women  who  have  contended  nobly  lor  the  ami- 
slavery  fsitii  and  pxastiee.  They  have  been  tradoeed,  reviled,  pene- 
coted,  bat  nothing  has  dsteired  them  firom  advoeating  the  tights  of 
hnmanity.  * 

NEW  TOBK  STATE  TBMPKBAyCE  CONVENTION, 
B0CHB8ISB,  N.  Y.,  ApfU  SO  Olid  81, 188S. 

At  ten  o'clock  a  large  audience  assembled  in  Corinthian  Hall. 
The  morning  session  was  composed  entirely  of  women  ;  more  than 
five  hundred  being  present.   The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
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Sosan  B,  Antlionj,  who  read  the  fbllowiug  call  tiiat  had  been  ezfeen- 
d^elj  drcalated  throughoat  the  State: 

The  women  of  the  State  of  New  York  who  desire  to  aid  in  advancing 
the  cause  of  Temperance,  and  are  willing  to  labor  eamescly  and  tamthftil* 
ly  for  Its  raeeeas,  are  respeetfnUy  invited  to  meet  at  Oorintblan  Hall  in 
the  city  of  Bodieifeer  on  the  90th  of  April,  fsnt  tbe  purpose  of  deyising, 
mnturing,  and  recronnnending  such  a  coarse  of  associated  action  as  shall 
best  subserve  for  the  protection  of  their  interests  and  of  society  at  large, 
too  long  invaded  and  destroyed  by  legalized  intemperanoa.  Faelhig  that 
woman  has  hithaito  been  greatly  reaponelble  for  the  eontinnanee  of  thte 
vice  by  encouraging  social  drinking,  and  by  not  sufficiently  exerting  her 
influence  for  its  overthrow,  and  realizing  that  upon  her  rest  the  hoHviest 
burthens  which  follow  in  its  train,  the  Committee  are  convinced  that  they 
will  be  sustained  by  all  good  m(»n  and  women  in  urging  upon  tbe  aez 
•neh  noUe  and  enei)getle  aetkm  ae  aball  tend  to  the  downf^l  of  tbe 
tfallle  in  intoxicating  diinka. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  render  the  occasion  one  of  interest 
to  all  friends  of  the  cause.  Addresses  and  communicatious  from  both 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  known  ability  will  be  presented,  and  a  general 
and  comprahenaiTe  plan  of  operation  propoaed,  whereby  woman  may  aid 
in  the  promotion  of  a  cause  which  appeals  to  her  aympathy  throai^  tbe 
avenue  of  every  relation  which  binds  Ijer  to  the  race. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  this  meeting  will  be  numerously  attended.* 

SusAK  B.  ASTHOSY,  H.  Attxlia  Albko,  and  Maky  C.  Vauguan, 

Central  Committee. 

The  officere  of  the  Convention  were  then  choeen.  Elizabeth  Cady 
Stanton,  Pieeident,t  who  on  rising  eaid : 

I  Adly  appradate,  ladiee,  the  eompliment  intended,  in  ohooeing  me  to 
fill  this  place  on  an  occasion  of  such  interest  and  Importance.  If  a  sin- 
cere love  far  the  principles  of  temperance,  a  fervent  zeal  in  the  welfare  of 
woman,  and  an  unwavering  faith  in  the  final  triumph  of  truth,  fits  one 
for  tbia  poat  of  honor,  then  am  I  not  unworthy,  though  I  mnat  eonfaaa 
myaeU;  Urora  the  novelty  of  tbe  poaition,  ignorant  alike  of  the  rfg^ta  and 
dntiea  of  the  office  of  President.  I  shall  deeply  regret  if  in  any  omissions 
or  commissions  of  duty  I  fail  to  reflect  back  on  tbia  Convention  a  full 
share  of  the  honor  now  conferred  upon  me. 

How  my  heart  thvoba  to  aee  women  auembling  in  convention  to  in- 
qoite  wbat  part  they  have  in  the  great  moral  atragglea  of  bamanity  t 


•  The  followinff  cltlzt'iis  of  Roohester  concur  In  the  above  call :  Samuel  R)cbard«on, 
Rev.  Wm.  11.  (Goodwin,  Samuel  Cbipmao,  Geo.  A.  Av«ry,  Jamc«  P.  Fogg,  J.  U.  B1om» 
Wm.  B.  Haltowell,  ^nnes  Vldt,  Jr.,  X.  C.  WOIIuds,  Ilsalel  Antiioqy. 

t  Fice-Pr(4i.;,7</.«.  Nfan,'  c.  Vaughan,  Olivia  fkwer,  Fnnoee  Stuton  Aveij,  Rhode  De 
Ganno,  Sarah  D.  Fibh,  and  Mrs.  D.  C.  AIHtib:. 
iiecretariei. — Amelia  filoomer  and  Susan  B.  Anthony, 
Jwfffwfftrn*- — At^j  Post,  Elizabeth  Muuroe,  Rachel  Van  Lew. 
JtoeMfc-aoHo  B.  Antbooy,  llaiy  B.  fiallowell,  H.  AttUJe  AJbn. 
81 
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Yarilj  a  new  era  is  dawnmg  upon  the  world,  when  woman,  hitherto  thu 
mere  dependent  of  man,  the  pueiTe  reoiplant  aUke  of  troth  and  error,  at 

length  shakes  off  her  lethargy,  thu  shackles  of  aliadM  eilncation.  cufitom« 
and  habit and  stands  upright  in  the  dignity  of  a  moral  being,  and  not 
only  proclaims  her  own  freedom,  but  demands  what  she  .shall  do  to  save 
uiau  from  the  slavery  of  his  own  low  appetites.  We  have  come  together 
at  this  time  to  consult  eaoh  oflier  M  to  wbAi  woman  may  do  in  baniablng 
the  Tiee  of  intenipernnce  from  the  land.  We  can  do  much  by  years  of 
preparation  and  education  of  ourselves,  for  a  great  moral  revolution  will 
burst  forth  with  the  regeneration  of  woman.  We  shall  do  much  when 
the  pulpit,  the  forum,  the  professor's  oh&ir,  and  the  ballot-box  aru  ours; 
bat  the  qaertion  is,  what  oan  we  do  to-daj^  onder  existing  eireumstanees, 
nnder  all  the  adverse  Influences  that  surround  US  I  I  will  brleflj  mention 
eeverul  points  for  jour  oonsideraUon  that  have  suggested  themsetves  to 

my  mind. 

1.  Let  no  woman  remain  in  the  relation  of  wife  with  the  confirmed 
drankard.  Let  no  drunkard  be  tiieflMther  of  her  children.  Let  no  woman 
form  an  allianoe  with  any  man  who  has  been  snspeeted  even  of  the 
vice  of  intemperance;  for  the  tast«  once  acquired  can  never,  never  be 
eradicated.  Be  not  misled  by  any  pledges,  resolves,  promises,  prayers, 
or  tears.  You  oan  not  rely  on  the  word  of  a  man  who  is,  or  has  been,  the 
vietim  of  sueh  an  OTerpowering  appetite. 

S.  Lotus  petltloo  our  State  gorernments  so  to  modify  the  laws  affsetlng 
marriage,  and  the  custody  of  ohlldien,  that  HbB  drankaid  shall  have  no 
claims  on  either  wife  or  child. 

3.  Liet  us  touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not,  the  undeaa  thing  in  any 
combinatiop.  Let  us  eschew  it  In  all  culinary  purposes,  and  reftue  it  in 
oil  its  most  tempting  and  refined  forms. 

4.  With  an  efBcient  organization,  lectures,  tracts,  newspapers:,  and  dis- 
cussion, we  shall  accomplish  much.  I  would  give  more  for  the  agitation 
of  any  question  on  sound  principles,  thus  enlightening  and  convincing 
the  public  mind,  than  far  aU  ISie  laws  that  could  be  wiitteo  w  passed  in 
a  century.  By  the  foolishness  of  preaching,  must  all  m<»al  revolutions 
be  ai^ved ;  but  remember  the  truth,  the  irtioie  truth  must  be  fUtb- 
fully  preached. 

5.  We  must  raise  the  standard  of  temperance  in  all  things.  The  man 
who  over-eats  takes  a  little  wine  to  aid  digestion,  and  he  who  exhausts 
himsdf  by  UoeiftioaB  indulgence  takes  a  little  as  a  stimulus ;  thus  one 

vice  induces  another,  and  all  go  hand  in  IkuhI  together. 

6.  Let  us  endeavor  to  make  labor  honorable  in  all.  Work  is  worship, 
gays  Emerson.  Let  us  honor  the  hard  hand  and  sun-burnt  brow.  Re- 
member idleness  is  the  parent  of  vice;  and  there  is  no  surer  way  to  ban- 
ish ^ce  fkom  our  land,  than  to  see  that  the  young  just  ooming  on  the 
Btage  of  life  are  wisely  and  fully  employed. 

And  lastly,  inasmuch  at*  charity  be{,'ins  at  home,  let  U8  withdraw  our 
luite  from  all  associations  for  sending  tho  (iospel  to  the  heathen  across 
the  ocean,  for  ihe  education  of  young  men  for  the  ministry,  for  the  build- 
ing up  of  a  theological  arlstociaoy  and  gotgeoos  temples  to  the  unknown 
Ood,  and  devote  ourselves  to  the  poor  and  suflbxlng  about  us.  Let  us 
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feed  aud  cluthu  tLo  hungry  and  naked,  gatber  children  into  schools,  and 
provide-  Teading'4X>oine  and  decent  homes  ftir  young  men  and  women 
ihiown  alone  upon  the  world.  Good  schools  and  homes  where  the  yonng 
could  ever  be  surrounded  by  an  atmobphere  of  purity  mid  virtue,  would 
do  much  moro  to  prevent  immorality  and  crime  in  our  fiiie.-  than  nil  the 
churches  in  the  land  could  ever  possibly  do  toward  the  regeneration  of 
Che  noltitade  sank  in  poverty,  ignoranee,  and  vioe. 

Susan  B.  Anthony,  Clmirman  of  the  Central  Committee,  addressed 
the  meeting  in  a  cle^ir,  Ibrcible  manner,  alluding  to  the  inditierence 
manifested  by  many  women  on  the  subject  of  temperance,  and  stated 
the  object  of  calling  the  women  of  the  State  together  at  this  time. 
She  read  letters*  from  Frances  Dana  Gagu,  Clarina  Howard  Nicholg, 
Elizabeth  Oakes  Smith,  Abby  Kelly  Foster,  ami  Horace  Greeley. 
In  the  discuBsion  of  the  resolutions*  during  the  difl'ereut  Bessions, 
Gil{»  B.  Stebbins,  Benjamin  Fish,  William  Bamos,  Amy  Tost, 
'Mrs.  Albro,  Mrs.  Yaughan,  William  0.  BloM»  George  W.  Clark, 
and  the  Ber.  Mr,  Gkiod^n,  all  took  part.  One  raeolntioiL 
nonncing  Mr.  Ga!e,  a  State  Senator,  for  his  insulting  epithets  in 
regard  to  the  women  who  bad  petitioned  for  a  Maine  law,  called 
down  on  that  gimtleman  some  welUdeserred  roprimanda.  The 
Ber.  Mr.  Goodwin  expressed  his  indignation  and  shame,  that  any 
man  of  ednoation  and  position  should  use  such  langoage  in  speaking 
of  women  who  were  so  fiEtithfully  laboring  in  all  the  great  reforms  of 
the  day.  Mrs.  Bloomer  in  the  conne  of  her  remaiks  also  critidsed 
Mr.  Gale  for  saying  in  a  sneering  way  **that  representatives  wero 
not  accustomed  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  woman  in  legislating  upon 
great  public  questions;  tliat  the  constitution  of  the  female  mind  was 
such  as  to  render  woman  incapable  of  correctly  deciding  upon  the  points 
involved  in  the  passage  of  the  proposed  bill."  After  rousing  the  at- 
tention of  the  ]K'oj>le  of  the  State  by  large  and  enthusiastic  meetings 
in  all  the  cliief  cities,  and  sending  into  the  Legislature  a  mammoth 
petition  for  a  Maine  law,  this  was  woman's  answer.  On  the  Divorce 
resolution, 

Mrs.  BiiOOMSR  said:  We  believe  the  teachings  which  have  been  given 
to  the  drankard'e  wife  tonohing  her  daty— the  eommendable  examples  of 
angelle  wives  whieh  she  has  been  exhorted  to  follow,  have  done  mueh  to 
ecmtinne  and  aggravate  the  vlees  and  orimes  of  soeietyiiiowlng  oiitof.in> 

temperflnce.  Drunkenness  is  good  grotmd  for  divorce,  and  every  woman 
who  is  tied  to  a  conflnued  drunkard  should  sunder  the  ties ;  and  if  xhe 
do  it  not  otherwise  the  law  ahonld  compel  it — especially  if  she  have 
ohildven. 


*  flee  Appendix. 
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We  are  told  that  such  sontimenta  are  "exceptional,"  "abhorn  nt,"  that 
the  moral  sense  of  society  is  shocked  nnd  outraged  by  their  promulgation, 
CSan  it  be  possible  that  the  moral  sense  of  a  people  is  more  shooked  at 
tbe  ld«a  of  a  pnxe-miiided,  g«stl«  iromao  flonderiog  tiba  tiM  wbioh  bind 
her  to  a  loaUMome  mast  of  eorraptioii,  than  it  is  to  Ma  har  duaggfaig  oat 
her  days  in  mif^ery,  tied  to  his  besotted  and  filthy  carcass  t  Are  the 
morals  of  society  loss  endangered  by  the  drunkard's  wife  continuing  to 
liveiu  companioDship  with  him,  giving  birth  to  a  large  family  of  ohildren 
who  inherit  nanght  Imt  poverty  and  disgrace,  and  who  will  grow  vp 
eriminal  and  vieioas,  filling  onr  prisons  and  panltentiariM  and  eorrapi* 
ing  and  endangering  the  purity  and  peace  of  community,  than  they  would 
be,  should  she  separate  from  him  and  strive  to  win  for  herself  and  the 
ehildreu  she  may  have,  comfort  and  respectability  ?  The  statistics  of 
onr  prisons,  poor-hoases,  and  Innatie  asylums,  teaoh  us  a  fearful  lesson 
on  this  sabjeet  of  morals. 

The  idea  of  living  with  a  drunkard  is  so  abhorrent,  so  revolting  to  all 
the  finer  feelings  of  our  nature,  that  a  woman  must  fall  very  low  before 
she  can  endure  such  companionship.  £very  pure-minded  woman  must^ 
look  with  loathing  and  disgust  upon  such  a  union  of  virtue  and  vice ;  and 
he  who  wonld  eompel  her  to  it,  or  dissnade  the  dronkaid^s  wife  ftom  sep- 
arating herself  from  suoh  wretchedness  and  degradation,  is  doing  much 
to  perpetuate  drunkenness  and  crime,  and  is  wantinf^  in  the  noblest  feel- 
ings of  human  nature.  Thanks  to  our  Legislature,  if  they  have  not  ^\v- 
en  us  the  Maine  law,  they  are  deliberating  uj>oq  the  propriety  of  giving 
fa»  fha  wiyes  of  dronkards  and  tyrants  a  loop-hole  of  eeei^  Ikom  the 
brutal  cruelty  of  their  self-etyled  lords  and  masters.  A  bill  of  this  kind 
has  passed  the  House,  but  may  bo  lost  in  the  Senate.  Should  it  not  pass 
now,  it  will  be  brt^u^ht  u\)  again,  nnd  passed  at  no  distant  day.  Then  if 
women  have  any  spirit,  thoy  will  free  themselves  from  much  of  the  op- 
prssdon  and  wrong  which  they  have  hitherto  of  neeeedty  botna. 

A  brief  address  was  read  by  Mra.  KobiiiBon,  of  Darien.  This 
woman  bad  been  for  many  years  the  wife  of  a  drunkard ;  ahe  bad 
OVQfQOlDe  many  obstaoles  to  attend  this  ConveDtion  fcnr  tbe  purpoee 

of  relatinc^  her  experience,  and  offering  words  of  encouragement. 
Her  narration  of  the  trials  and  sutferiniTf?  she  had  endured  was  very 
atlecting.  She  fully  endorsed  the  tenth  resolution,  "  That  the  woman 
who  consents  to  live  in  the  relation  of  wife  with  a  confirmed  drunk- 
ard, is,  in  so  doing,  recreant  to  tbe  cause  of  humanity,  and  to  tbe 
diguity  *>f  a  true  womanhood." 

An  organization  was  effected  called  "  The  Woman's  New  York 
State  Temperance  Society  ;  large  numbers  of  the  members  of  the 
ConTention  signed  the  Gonslitntion,  and  eleoted  EHnbeth  Oadj 
Btanton  Preaident.*   A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Horaee 

*  ViM-Frmtldmtt-'VLn,  Oerrit  Smith,  Feterboro;  Mn.  fi. C.  DeleTto,  BallBton  Spa; 
Vm.  n.  0.  ASaa§f  Boctest«r;  Lydia  F*  Vewlo;  Mn.  1.  T.  COeohman,  Muy  8.  Rksb, 
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Greeley  £>r  the  kind  manDer  in  whieh  he  ha  l  uniformly  s.ustaine(l 
the  women  in  their  temperance  efforts  in  The  N'ew  Torh  TrUh 
%mey  and  ailer  six  long  sessions,  the  Convention,  atiyounied. 

As  President  of  "  The  "Woman's  State  Temperanoe  Society,"  Mrs, 
Stanton  issued  a  plain,  strong  appeal  to  the  women  of  the  State  in 
which  it  was  said  woman's  rights  predominated  over  temperance. 
Tlie  strong  point  slie  uniformly  pressed  on  the  temperance  question 
was  the  right  and  duty  of  divorce  for  drunkenness.  A  letter  of  hers 
to  the  Cunvontion  in  Albany  on  this  point,  was  so  radical,  that  the 
friends  feared  to  read  it ;  however,  after  much  discussion,  Susan  B. 
Antliouy  took  the  responsibility.  It  was  read  to  the  Convention, 
and  published  iu  The  LU^  and  other  papers,  and  called  out  many 
eondemnatoEy  notioee  by  the  preas.  The  Tfcy  Jowmd  was  much 
ezof  ted  at  the  idea  of' <  a  Tirtnooa  woman  severing  the  tie  that  bound 
her  to  a  confirmed  dronkaid/'  and  epoke  of  eaeh  a  anion  of  virtue 
and  vice  as  a  **  divine  inatitntion,''  sacred  in  the  eye  of  the  ''di* 
vine  avUior/*  and  declared  Mn.  Stanton's  teachings  ''reviling 
OhriatiaDity.'' 

However,  these  bold  utterances  roused  the  ooneoiences  of  many 
women  to  the  sinfulness  of  sneh  relations,  and  enconxaged  them  in 

Bondering  sncli  unholy  ties. 

At  the  Rochester  Convention,  G^errit  Smith,  Susan  B.  Anthony, 
and  Amelia  Bloomer  were  appointed  delegates  to  "  The  Men's 
State  Temperance  Society "  to  be  held  in  June,  at  Syracuse. 
The  call  for  the  meeting  contained  these  words,  "Temperance 
as«5ociationp  of  every  name  are  invited  to  send  delegates."  Hence 
the  Woman's  State  Society  being  earnestly  enlisted  in  the  good 
work,  responded  to  this  invitation.  Miss  Anthony  and  Mrs.  Bloomer 
accepted  the  a[)}x)intment,  and  on  arriving  at  Syracuse,  found 
many  of  the  delegates  already  tiiere,  and  everything  indicating 
a  large  Convention.  The  next  morning^  while  preparing  to  go 
to  the  hall,  a  gentleman  was  announced,  who  wished  to  see  them 
in  the  parlor.  On  desoending  thither,  thoj  were  happy  to  meet 
Samnel  J.  May.  He  came  to  inform  them  that  their  arrival  had 
created  great  excitement  among  some  of  the  dei^,  who  were 

New  York  ;  Jallft  Clark  Lcwig.  Oi«wi'go ;  Olivia  Frascr.  Elmira  ;  Emily  Clark,  L«?  Roy  ; 
Mn.  A.  N.  Cole,  BeUMt;  Betsy  Hawks,  Bethany  Centre ;  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  Hen- 
rietta. 

Secordin'!  S>nrt<irifs—Buia»  B,  Antliony,  Rochei^ter;  MarjC  Yevglitii,  OswegOb 
Oorrttpwding  feretory— Amelia  Bloomer,  Senoca  Fallf . 
Trtanmr—lSMn  Manii,  Rodieiter. 

ExecMM  Chmmffte  BiiehT.  GoaM,  liny  H.  Heltowel],  and  Mn.  SMnselBIeherdMMi, 
Bochoeter. 
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ehoeked  at  the  idea  of  women  delegates  to  the  GonTention,  and 
Araatened  if  thejr  were  admitted,  to  withdraw.  Thia  had  alarmed 
others  who  were  not  quite  so  coneervatire,  bnt  who  fbared  to  have 
anything,  oeear  to  create  disturbance.  Thej  had  perraadsd  Hr. 
May  to  wait  upon  the  ladies  and  urge  them  quietly  to  withdraw. 
Mr.  May  performed  his  part  well,  merely  stating  the  &ct8  of  the 
case,  and  leaving  them  to  act  upon  their  own  judgment.  But  when 
they  decided  to  present  their  credentials  and  demand  their  rights  as 
members  of  the  Convention,  his  face  beamed  with  joy,  as  he  said  to 
them,  "You  are  right."  At  the  appointed  time  they  were  seated 
with  other  ladies  in  attendance  at  the  side  of  the  platform.  Pres- 
ently Rev.  Dr.  Mandeville,  of  Albany,  arose,  turned  his  chair  facing 
them,  his  back  to  the  audience,  and  stared  at  them  with  all  the  im- 
pudence (»f  a  boor,  as  if  to  wither  them  with  his  piercing  glance. 

William  H.  Buklkioh,  pays  The  Lily*  road  the  annual  report,  which, 
among  other  things,  "  hailed  the  formation  t)f  th«  Woman's  State  Society 
as  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  cause  of  teuiperauee."  Rev.  J.  Marsh 
moT6d  that  the  report  be  aoeepted  and  adopted. 

Dr.  Masdsvilis  objoeted  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  oheiaeteiiied  by 
more  venom  and  vulgarity  than  it  had  over  before  been  our  fortune  to 
hear;  and  such  ns  the  mof-t  foul-mouthed  politician  or  bar-room  orator 
would  have  hesitated  to  utter  before  respectable  audiences.  He  de- 
noanoed  the  Womaii*s  State  Temperance  Society,  and  all  women  ^iho 
took  an  active  pnbtte  part  in  promoting  the  oanse.  Spoke  contempta- 
onsly  of  woman  going  fiiom  home  to  attend  a  temperance  convention, 
and  characterized  such  as  a  sort  of  "hybrid  spi'cios,  half  man  and  Imlf 
woman,  belonging  to  neither  sex."  The  short  dre.«s  and  woman's  rights 
questions  were  handled  withoat  ^oves.**  These  movements  must  be 
pat  down;  cot  np  root  and  branoh,  ete.,  etc.,  and  finally  his  BeTerence 
wound  up  with  a  threat  that  if  the  report  was  a  lopted  withont  striking 
out  the  offensive  sentence  he  would  dissolve  his  connection  with  the 
Society.  Having  thus  discharged  his  venom,  and  issued  his  fommands, 
he  took  his  hat  and  with  a  pompous  air  left  the  house  and  did  not  again 
show  himself  at  the  meetings. 

A  warm  discussion  followed  the  motion  for  striking  out,  which  it  woold 
be  impossiblt>  to  describe.  Mr.  Havonfi,  of  New  York,  offered  an  ainend- 
ment— siil)stitutiug  a  Hort  of  uuiiimiiinfi:  compliment  to  tlie  ladies,  and 
asking  their  influence  in  their  proper  sphere— the  domestic  circle.  The 
dlseossion  was  kept  up,  bat  amid  the  confnsion  Mr.  President  I " 
'tlCr.  President  I"  ^'Ovderl"  *'Orderl*'     I  have  the  floor  I"  "Iwill 

•  Thi  Lily  was  a  temperiiiice  paper  stArtcd  iu  tjei.ecu  Falls,  N.  Y.,  iu  184y.  ll  was  owned 
and  edited  by  Mr#.  Amelia  Btoomer.  Though  staitiBg  the  eigea  of  a  loelety,  11 
■OOn  became  lur  individual  property.  She  '.irricd  It  suceefpfnlly  «lx  years,  her  Buhscrip- 
UOD  llat  reacbiDK  4,000.  It  wm  m  pronounced  oo  womfto's  lighu  as  temperaooe,  and  did 
good  aorvlce  to  both  refoniu.  We  are  Indebted  to  2Vk«  Illy  tormoat  of  our  facta  oo  the 
tcmpennee  movement  In  New  Tork. 
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speak,  right  or  wrong  ! "  from  at  least  half  a  dozen  ToioeSfQntil  all  lofit 
flight  of  both  motion  and  amendment. 

Miss  Anthony  arose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  but  was  at  onoe  called  to 
ordmr  by  Rev.  Fowler,  of  Utiea.   He  denied  woman's  light  to  speak  in 
that  meeting.    Here  tho  confusion  again  began.     "Mr.  Presidt  ut  I" 
•  Mr.  President  !  "    "Order!"    "Orderl"    "  Hear  the  lady  :  "  Hear 
the  lady  !  "    "  Let  her  speak  I  "    "Let  her  speak  !  "    "  Go  on,      on  !  '* 

Order  !  order  ! "  in  the  midst  of  which  the  president  left  the  chair,  and 
said  if  thece  was  any  gentlemam  present  who  oonld  keep  order  he  would 
thank  him  to  take  the  chair;  he  ooold  hear  nothing  when  ho  many  were 
talking  at  once,  and  if  order  was  not  preserved  he  would  not  attempt  to 
preside.  A  moment's  quiet  followed,  and  then  all  wan  confusion  again. 
The  conservatives  were  determined  to  have  their  way,  and  nearly  every  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  Ubenls  to  make  themselTee  heard  was  frustrated* 

A.  N.  00£B,  of  BelftMt,  snooeeded  in  keeping  the  floor  a  few  moments, 
and  spoke  ably  in  defence  of  woman  and  of  her  right  to  be  hoard.  He  de- 
clared that  man  had  no  more  right  to  prescribe  woman's  sphere  and 
mark  out  a  course  of  action  for  her»  than  she  had  to  prescribe  man's 
sphere  and  diotate  his  eoorse  of  aetion.  Woman  had  ever  been  untiring 
and  eanest  iaiier  labors  in  this  cause,  and  he  was  ready  at  all  times  and 
everywhere  to  acknowledge  her  aid,  and  hail  her  n.-^  a  co-worker.  He  in- 
sisted that  woman  had  n  right  to  be  heard  on  that  floor;  that  she  was 
there  on  the  invitation  of  the  Society,  and  they  could  not  refuse  her  a 
voice  in  tiM  piooeedings. 

But  points  of  order  \vere  raised,  and  a  detennination  manifested  not 
to  permit  a  fair  discussion  of  the  subject.  The  Chair  was  at  length  ap- 
pealed to  for  a  decision.  He  decided  that  Uie  letter  of  the  Constif  ution 
of  the  State  Society,  and  also  the  call  for  this  meeting  would  admit 
woman  to  an  equal  participation  in  the  prooeedings,  and  allow  her  a 
vote;  bot  as  tiiore  were  no  female  societies  in  existence  five  years  ago 
when  this  Society  was  organized,  such  a  thing  was  not  contemplated  at 
that  time;  he  therefore  considered  her  inadmissible.  "The  letter  of  the 
Constitution  and  call  would  admit  her,  but  the  spirit  would  not.'* 

Mr.  Camp  must  have  been  vary  ignorant  not  to  know  that  ten  years 
before  there  were  efficient  woman's  temperance  sodetles  all  over  the 
State.  He  was  doubtless  right  in  saying  that  such'  a  thuog  as  a  woman 
presunnnir  to  spenk  or  vote  in  the  meering.s  of  that  Society  wns  not  con- 
templatud  by  its  founders,  but  he  greatly  erred  in  giving  a  reason  for 
their  short-sightedness. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  appealed  from,  and  the  excitement  oon> 
tinned.  All  tried  to  talk  at  the  same  tim»,  but  those  possessing  more 
firmness  than  others  succeeded  in  Imving  their  say:  while  the  opponents 
of  woman  were  allowed  to  express  their  sentiments  freely,  those  in  favor 
were  called  to  order  and  forced  to  yield  the  floor.  The  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  finally  sustained  by  tvfo  votes.  As  the  delegates  had  not  been 
required  to  make  themselves  known,  it  was  not  ascerti^ed  how  many 
were  present,  or  who  they  were;  nor  how  nmny  persons  In  the  crowd 
voted  who  had  no  right  to  do  so.  All  men  were  permitted  to  vote,  with- 
out its  even  being  known  whether  they  were  temperance  men  or  not. 
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And  so,  after  spending  the  whole  afternoon  in  hot  discussion  of  the 
woman's  lights  qasstloii,  tbs  dIagiwsAd  affl^  tmniiiated  by  refusing 
woman  fhe  ilg^t  of  ottering  bsr  sentiments  tm  a  snbjeet  in  wbldi  die  was 
deeply  interested,  and  of  pleading  in  behalf  of  tile  poor  erashed  Tletfms 
of  man's  injastioe  and  eraelty. 

Rev.  Lnther  Lee  offered  his  church  just  before  tlie  adjournment, 
and  Mr.  May  announced  that  Miss  Anthon}'  and  Mrs.  Bloomer 
would  speak  there  in  tlie  evening.  They  had  a  crowded  house, 
while  the  coDserratives  had  ecaroe  fifty  people.  The  general  feeling 
WIS  hostfle  to  the  action  of  the  OoiiTeiatioiu  This  same  battle  on  tbe 
temperanoe  platform  was  fought  over  and  over  In  canons  parts  of 
the  State,  and  tlie  moat  deadly  opposition  uniformly  came  from  the 
deigy,  thongh  a  fow  noble  men  in  that  profoasion  ever  remained 
tme  to  principle  throqgfa  all  the  ccmfliets  <^  those  days,  in  the  anti> 
slavery,  temperance,  and  woman's  rights  movements. 

snaur  b.  abthoht's  lkiteb,  nioK  ths  "oabsok  lkaotts." 

BovvAiiOv  JWy  88, 186S. 

DsAB  LsAem  ^— Permit  me  to  say  a  fiow  words  to  your  readers,  relatiTB 
to  the  plan  of  aetion,  reeommended  by  the  **  Women*s  New  Toric  State 
Temperance  Sodety."  We  have  now  three  agents  leotoring,  who  are  en- 
deavoring, by  a  novel  application  of  woman's  "marvelous  gift  of  tonpne 
to  rouse  their  sisters  of  Westbrn  New  York,  to  render  active  eer>'ice  la 
aid  of  the  Temperanoe  caose.  Woman  has  so  long  been  aooustomed  to 
"non-intervention*'  with  the  business  of  law-making— so  long  eonsid> 
end  it  msn*^  business  to  regulate  the  Liquor  Tmfflc,  that  it  is  with  much 
cautiousness  that  she  reeeives  the  new  doctrine  which  we  preach;  the 
doctrine  that  it  is  her  right  and  her  duty  to  speak  out  against  the  liquor 
traffic  uid  all  men  and  institutions  that  in  any  way  sanction,  snstain,  or 
eonntenanee  it;  and  sinoe  she  ean  not  vote,  to  duly  instniet  her  husband, 
fether,  or  brother  how  she  would  have  him  vote,  and  if  he  longer  con- 
tinue to  misrepresent  her,  take  the  right  to  march  to  the  ballot  box.  with 
firm,  unwavering  tread,  and  deposit  a  vote  iudicative  of  her  highest 
ideas  of  practical  temperance.  For  women  longer  to  submit  to  be  ruled 
by  men  and  legislatots  who  sanetion  Uoense  laws,  is  to  aet  the  part  of 
slaves  and  eowaids.  Men  are  Just  be^ning  to  see  that  they  must  carry 
this  temperance  question  into  politics,  but  can  peo  no  farther  than  to  vote 
for  a  rum-drinking  President,  Vice-President,  and  Congressmen.  If  they 
can  place  temperance  men  in  those  offices  which  directly  control  the  li- 
eensei^stemof  oarown  State,  theyseem  to  think  they  need  look  to,  nor 
oare  for,  the  habits  and  principles  of  the  men  who  fill  the  National  ofHees. 
And  it  is  for  woman  now,  in  the  present  Presidential  campaign,  to  say 
to  her  husband,  father,  or  brother,  if  you  vote  for  any  candidate  for  any 
office  whatever,  who  is  not  pledged  to  total  abstinence  and  the  Maine 
law,  we  shall  hold  yon  alike  guilty  with  the  fam-seller.  He  who  loves  not 
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bumauity  bettor  than  hiii  whig  or  looo  paityiBDi,  Ib  not  worthy  the  name 
of  num  nor  tbe  love  aad  reepeel  of  womaii.  Bat  to  oar  8oeie^. 

We  recommend  that  women  foim  temperance  societies  in  their  re- 
spective cities,  towns,  and  villages,  which  shall  be  auiilinry  to  the  State 
Association.  The  work  which  we  propose  to  do  in  a  missionary  one.  We 
therefore  suggest  the  name  ''Temperance  Home  Missionary  Siociety/' 
wboee  objeet  aball  be  to  relie  tande,  by  meaaa  of  an  admiaeSon  fee  and 
donatkma,  to  be  expended  in  eabscrlbing  for  temperance  newspapers,  for 
gratuitous  distribution  among  nil  families,  both  ricli  and  poor,  who  do 
not  furnish  theuiselveH  witli  Huch  readiuiK'.  During  the  last  two  weeks  I 
have  visited  several  villages  in  (xenesee  and  Krie  Counties,  have  found 
the  women  ready  fbr  work^  and  now  and  then  a  temperanee  man  who 
had  taken  in  the  wliole  idea  of  political  action. 

Home  Missionary  Societies  are  formed  in  all  of  the  places  visited  ex- 
cept two,  and  will  doubtless  (*oon  be  in  those.  I  recommend  them 
to  take  The  Lily  and  Caraon  League.  The  Ltiy^  because  it  is  partic- 
ularly devoted  to  woniaa*8  interest  in  temperanee  and  kindred  refimns, 
and  beoanee  it  ie  titoir  dnty  to  muitaln  the  only  paper  in  llie  State 
owned  and  edited  by  a  woman.  JTie  Carson  League,  because  it  pre- 
sents and  advocates  a  definite  plan  for  temperance  political  action.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  State  Alliance,  at  its  session  at  Rochester,  the  18th 
of  August,  will  make  eonverte  not  only  of  all  the  profeeeed  temperanee 
men  of  Weetem  New  Tork,  bat  of  all  the  temperanee  newspapen. 
Alliances  must  be  formed  in  every  county  and  town  of  the  State.  An 
additional  clause  must  be  appended  to  the  pledge,  *'that  no  member 
of  the  Society  shall  vote  for  any  officer  who  is  not  an  open  and  avowed 
.total  abstinence  man,  and  pledged  to  use  his  influence  to  secure  the 
enaetment  of  the  Ualne  law.**  There  maet  be  eoneert  of  action;  eveiy 
man  mnet  know  exactly  how  and  for  whom  all  other  men  of  the  State 
are  going  to  vote*  Ijet  there  be  eombined  political  action  and  the  Maine 
law  is  ours. 

Yours  for  Temperance  Politics,  S.  B.  A. 

Diirinij^  this  year  the  Soeiet}*  was. active,  its  agents  \nsiting  nearly 
every  county,  forming  auxiliary  societies,  circulating  tracta  and  peti- 
tions, and  rolling  up  subscribers  to  Thf  TJltj. 

In  January,  1853,  a  great  mass-meeting  of  all  the  teniperaiue  or- 
gauizationtj  of  tlie  J^tate  was  held  in  Albany.  Kearly  every  hall  aud 
church  in  the  city  was  occupied,  with  different  associations  of  men 
and  women.  "The  "Woman's  Society  "  met  in  tlu-  liajitist  (jhuixh  in 
State  Street,  which  was  crowUe<l  at  every  seiibion.  Susan  B.  An- 
thony presided.  Emily  Clark,  Mrs,  Bloomer,  Mrs.  Vaughan  and 
Mis.  Albro  were  appointed  a  committee  to  pfesent  tp  tlie  Lcgislatnn) 
a  petition  signed  by  2S,000  women  for  a  proliibitoiy  law.  On  motion 
of  S.  H.  Burroughs,  of  Orleans,  the  roles  of  the  House  were  suspended 
and  the  ladiee  invited  to  the  Speakei^s  desk.*  In  a  brief  and  digni- 
fied Bpeeeh,  liiaB  Glaik  presented  the  petition,  after  whioli  they  re- 


Digitized  by  Google 


490 


HUsU)ry  of  Woman  Suffrage, 


turned  to  the  Convention,  and  rep«»rted  tlie  success  of  their  mission, 
in  full  confidence  that  their  prayers  would  be  answered.    But  alas ! 
'    they  forgot  that  women  were  a  disfranchised  dass,  and  that  legisla. 
tors  give  no  heed  to  the  claims  of  sadi  for  pxotectioiL 

In  the  evening,  the  ladies  had  two  immense  meetings^  one  in  the 
chnieh,  and  one  in  the  Assembly  Chamber  of  the  OapitoL  At  the 
hitter,  Susan  B.  Anthony  read  2^.  Stanton's  Appeal  to  tlie  Legis- 
latore,"  and  addresses  wars  made  by  Haiy  Q.  Yanghan  and  An- 
toinette  Brown  ;  the  galleries  as  well  ae  the  floor  of  the  honse  being 
literally  packed ;  while  at  the  former,  l^s.  Bloomer,  Mrs.  Fowler, 
Mrs.  Albro,  and  Mi«  GUrk  addressed  an  equally  crowded  audience. 

Following  this  Convention,  Mrs.  Bloomer,  Miss  Brown,  and  Miss 
Anthony  went  to  New  York,  on  the  invitation  of  S.  P.  TowTisend, 
and  addressed  3,000  people  in  Metropolitan  Hall ;  Lydia  F.  Fowler 
presided ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Greeley,  Abby  Hopper  (Tibhons, 
and  other  prominent  geutlemeu  and  ladies  sat  on  tlie  platform. 
They  also  addresiied  large  audiences  in  the  Broadway  Tabernacle 
and  Knickerbocker  Hall,  an<l  in  Brooklyn.  And  during  March  and 
April  made  a  most  suct  essful  t^nir  tliroiiirh  the  State,  speakinef  at 
Sing  Sing,  Poughkeepsie,  Hudson,  Truy,  Cuhues,  Utica,  Syracuse, 
Boehester,  Lockport,  Baffalo,  and  many  of  the  smaller  cities,  and 
,  were  greeted  everywhere  with  large  andienees  and  the  most  respect- 
ful attention  from  both  press  and  people. 

The  Kew  York  Tribune,  under  the  beading  of  Grbat  GATHKKma  OP  thb 
WoMKX  OF  Nkw  YOKJC,  Said  of  their  Metropolitan  meeting:  The  Women's 
Grand  Temperance  Demonstration  at  Metropolitan  Hall  last  evening,  was 
a  most  briUiant  and  suooesafol  aflUr.  The  andienee  which  assembled  on 
that  oceaaioii  to  waleome  lbs.  Bloomer  and  her  aaaistanta  fai  the  caom  of 
Tompcrauce,  was  almost  as  large  and  fully  as  respectable  as  the  audienees 
that  nightly  greeted  Jenny  Lind  and  Catharine  Hays  during  th»'ir  t»n- 
gagement  in  that  hall.  Good  order  was  observed  throughout  the  eveiv 
ing,  and  earnest  and  hearty  applause  was  frequent.  The  only  hissing 
evidently  intended  for  the  speakers  was  when  Mrs.  Bloomer  reviewed 
the  sentimeats  of  Hon.  Horaoe  Mann  relative  to  woman;  and  then  the 
plaudits  came  to  her  rescue  and  triumphantly  suj^tiiined  the  speaker. 
The  audience  was  a  smiling  one;  some  piniled  at  the  novelty  of  tht>  oc- 
casioui  others  with  admiration;  the  latter,  judging  from  the  twinkUn^ 
of  eyes  and  (dipping  of  hands,  were  in  the  majority.  While  some  evi- 
dently  writhed  under  appUoation  of  the  lash  for  their  disregard  of 
the  principles  of  temperance;  others  enjoyed  the  figor  of  the  infliction 
and  manifested  their  satisfaction  V>y  applause.  ' 

The  Ntu)  York  Mvming  Pout  said :  The  first  meeting  of  the  Women's 
Tempenmoe  Society  was  held  last  evening  In  Metropolitan  Hail.  There 
were  aboot  three  thoosand  persons  preset,  a  large  proportion  of  whom 
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were  ladies.  It  was  the  first  time  that  an  audience  in  this  imll  was  to 
bo  addressed  by  women,  and  the  novelty  of  the  ocoaaion  doubtle»»  at- 
traeted  a  large  number  who  woald  <iiherwl86  bare  been  abeent  The 
proeeedlnga,  however,  were  conducted  in  the  most  orderly  manner,  and 
the  speakers  apparently  felt  themselves  as  much  at  home  with  their 
hearers,  as  if  they  were  merely  a  private  company.  They  were  listened 
to  with  much  attention  and  frequently  applauded.  Altogether,  the  meet- 
ing was  vexy  saeeeatftU  and  woald  compare  moit  fevorably  with  any  that 
has  ever  been  held  in  the  same  building. 

The  proceedings  wore  commenced  by  Mrs.  Lydia  F.  Fowler  being  ap- 
pointed President,  and  Miss  Mary  B.  Rich  Becrf»tary.  Prayer  was  offered 
by  HcT.  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  after  which  Mrs.  Amelia  Uioomer  was  iutro- 
dneed  amid  -warm  applause.  She  was  dressed  in  the  peouUar  eostume  to 
whidi  her  name  is  given.  Her  speech,  which  ooeupied  more  than  an  hour 
in  its  delivery,  was  an  able  expoeition  of  the  reasons  why  women  shonld 
be  amongst  the  foremost  of  the  advocates  of  the  tempcmnce  reformation. 
Her  remarks  on  the  position  of  woman  under  the  law,  and  the  subor- 
dinate part  stie  was  eompelled  to  play  in  all  the  relations  of  Ufs,  were 
listened  to  with  much  attention,  and  though  sometimes  very  caustic  and 
severe  upon  tke  other  sex,  they  were  received  not  only  with  forbearance, 
bat  were  frequently  applauded.  Rev.  Antoinette  L.  Brown  nmde  a  very 
effective  and  eloquent  address,  urging  the  necessity  for  legislative  action 
against  the  evils  of  intemperance,  and  rseommended  the  passage  of  the 
Maine  Law  in  our  Legislature.  Addressee  were  also  made  by  Susan  B. 
Anthony,  and  Horace  Greeley. 

77ie  Tribune,  under  the  heading  of  " Grand  Temperance  Rally,"  said: 
Lai^t  evening  an  exceedingly  numerous  and  enthusiastic  meeting  was 
cuuveued  in  the  Tabernacle,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Fifth  Ward 
Temperance  Alliance,"  it  then  gave  a  flail  report  of  the  addrssess  of  the 
four  ladies,  and  closed  with: 

Horace  Greeley  then  came  forward  in  response  to  numerous  and  re- 
peated calls,  and  said  that  within  his  immediate  recolletion  the  Temper- 
ance cause  had  been  utterly  ruined  (as  it  was  said)  three  distinct  times; 
first  when  the  pledge  of  total  abstinence  was  introduced;  again  when 
the  Washingtonian  movement  was  set  on  feet,  and  then  when  the  Ifoine 
Liquor  Law  onmo  out,  every  rum-drinker  in  the  country  mourned  the 
cause  as  irrevocably  ruined.  But  now,  however,  it  was  gone  entirely, 
because  some  women  came  forward  to  speak  for  temperance.  He  had 
Spoken  so  often  on  the  subject  that  he  had  notidng  new  to  say;  * 
but  he  rejoiced  to  see  that  there  was  another  army  coming  up  who 
could  speak,  as  they  had  heard  them  that  evenini^'  and  on  other  occa- 
sions. There  wh-;  soniething  of  freshness  in  th"ni;  and  if  they  did  not 
advance  new  truth,  we,  at  least,  lieard  truth  from  a  new  point  of  view. 
He  had  often  heard  of  tiie  fssdnating  influence  of  woman,  and  he  was 
glad  If  die  had  such  that  it  should  be  put  forth  for  temperance.  He  was 
happy  to  hear  her  explain  the  wants  of  the  poor  mother,  or  sister,  or 
wife  of  the  unfortunate  drunkard;  he  would  not  rthject  to  her  saying  if 
her  home  had  become  intolerable  that  she  should  be  allowed  a  separa- 
tion, and  permitted  to  earn  a  living  for  herself,  seeing  that  her  brute  of 
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a  Imsband  was  unwilling  or  unable  to  give  her  a  rapport.   The  gieat 

cause  would  be  advanced,  he  thought,  by  the  advocacy  of  it  by  wr^nen. 
H»'  (  oiisid<^red  that  the  peoplo  would  be  called  upon  to  vote  for  the 
Maine  Liquor  Law  one  way  or  the  other  within  a  year,  for  the  politicians 
were  beeoming  tired  of  fhls  miaohlevoas  element.  It  was  (mm  on  whlkh 
they  oould  not  calculate,  and  would  be  e^ad  to  get  it  out  of  the  way  by 
submitting  it  to  the  people  for  thtir  disposition.  The  friend.«  of  tlip 
cause  should  be  rejoiced  if  woiupn  who  conld  speak,  on  this  subject  did 
come  forward  and  epeak  until  the  law  was  passed.  He  woald  feel  their 
advooaoy  an  additionel  aosnranoe  of  eoeoeM. 

The  women  of  New  York  brought  to  this  work  a  rtli^ioiis  earnest- 
ness and  intense  enthusiasm,  that  seemed  determined  to  override 
eveiy  obstacle  that  blodced  the  way  to  family  purity  and  peace. 
Kveiy  pline  of  the  qaefdon,  without  a  thought  of  policy  or  oondlia- 
tioD)  was  freely  diaooaBecL  Seeing  the  evils  in  social  life,  in  the  de- 
strnetion  of  all  domestic  harmony,  they  demanded  divorae  for 
dmnkennesB.  Seeing  wine  on  the  tables  of  clergymen  and  bishops, 
Hqnor-dealers  and  wine-bibbeis  dignified  and  honored  as  elders  and 
deacons  in  churches,  they  called  on  the  women  to  leave  all  such 
unholy  organizations.  Thus  besieging  legislators  for  a  Maine  Law," 
demanding  purity  at  the  family  altar,  denouncing  the  Church  for  its 
apathy,  and  the  clergy  for  their  hostility  to  the  public  action  of 
woman,  this  State  Temperance  Society  roused  the  enmity  of  many 
classes,  and  was  the  target  for  varied  criticism. 

Politicians  said  such  r.idiail  measures  as  the  women  proposed 
would  destroy  the  Whig  party,  if  carried  into  ley:is]atioii.  Church- 
men said  such  infidel  measures  would  undermine  the  influence  of 
the  clergy  and  the  foundations  of  the  Church.  Conservatives  said 
the  div<3rce  measures  proposed  would  upheave  the  whole  social  fabric. 
Thus  a  general  disintegration  of  society  was  threatened,  if  freedom 
was  granted  to  woman.  Not  being  allowed  to  vote  themselves,  they 
used  their  inflnenoe  both  in  the  anti-davery  and  temperanco  reforms,  to 
strengthen  many  men  in  their  determination  not  to  vote  for  any 
man  who  was  in  f  aror  of  slavery  and  license ;  hence  there  had  been 
a  steadily  increasing  defection  in  the  Whig  ranks,  that  cost  Clay  his 
election  in  1844,  and  Scott  in  1862. 

Mr.  Pierce's  administration,  beginning  in  1853,  was  a  period  of 
great  political  overtaming.  Iniuimci-able  small  office-holders  being 
thrown  out  of  emplovnicnt,  and  feeling  hostile  to  all  **isms,''  as  the 
opposition  designated  the  reforms  of  the  day,  they  became  a  tronble- 
some  element  in  our  Conventions. 

To  avoid  this  class  in  organizing  "  The  "Woman's  Temperance 
Society,"  it  was  decided  to  enroll  meu  as  members,  but  not  to 
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allow  fhem  to  vote  and  bold  office  They  were  pennitted  to  attend 
the  meetings,  talk,  and  oontribute  money,  bnt  ihey  were  to  have  no 
direct  power.  On  thi«  bans  the  Society  was  formed,  and  main- 
tained its  integrity  one  year.  However,  as  the  justice  of  wich  dis- 
crimination on  llie  ground  of  sex  was  questionable,  and  some  worn 
en  and  many  menrefnsed  to  unite  with  a  Society  thns  prescriptive,  the 
Constitution  was  amended,  and  men  admitted  to  full  membership. 

EIBST  ANNUAL  MEETTNri  OP  THE  WOMAN'S  STATJB  TBM- 

FSBANCB  SOCIETT. 
BOCHBSIIBB,  Jons  t  ^SD  8,  l8Sa 

The  Boehed^  Advertiser  gives  the  following  x«port :  In  Corinthian  Hall 

yesterday,  at  ten  o'clock,  a  large  audience  appernbled.  The  Society  waa 
called  to  order  by  Mrs.  E.  C.  Stanton,  who  said  if  any  one  present  de- 
sired to  offer  vooal  prayer,  there  was  now  an  opportunity.  Prayer  was 
then  dbrsd  by  a  young  man  in  one  of  the  side  seats.  Tlie  platliorm  was 
ooeapied  bj  Urs.  fittaaton,  Bmily  Clark,  Lney  Stone,  lbs.  Yanghan,  Dr. 
Harriot  Hunt,  Mrs.  Nichols,  Mrs.  Fish,  Mrs.  Albn>,  Mrs.  Ailing,  BUnbeth 
C.  Wriglit,  and  Mrs.  Lydia  P.  Fowler. 

The  attendance  at  this  opening  session  is  much  larger  this  year  than 
last,  and  a  more  hopetal  spirit  promils.  ThMS  are  several  ot  tiie  notar 
billtim  of  the  Woman's  BIgbts  eanse  preaent,  and  a  fisir  sprinkling  <^ 
Bloomers  is  scattered  throagh  the  audience.  There  were  many  out, 
attracted  by  curiosity,  though  probably  the  most  are  earnest  friondn  of 
the  Society.  The  proceedings  wore  of  a  deeply  interesting  character, 
both  from  their  novelty  and  their  importance.  After  the  prayer  was 
eonelnded,  Mrs*  Stanton  gave  ber  opening  addrsss»  as  follows: 

USB.  STAim>H*S  ADDKE6B. 

A  little  more  than  one  year  ago,  in  this  same  hall,  we  fonned  the  first 
Woman's  State  Temperance  Society.  We  believed  that  the  time  had 
come  for  woman  to  speak  on  this  question,  and  to  insist  on  her  right 
to  be  beard  In  the  eoonells  of  Chnreh  and  State.  It  was  proposed  at  that 
time  that  we»  instead  of  forming  a  aoMf,  shoold  go  s»  mam  into  the 
Men^s  State  Temperance  Society.  We  were  assured  that  in  becoming 
memberB  by  paying  the  sum  of  $1,  we  should  thereby  seonre  the  rig^t 
to  speak  and  vote  in  their  meetings. 

We  who  bad  watehed  the  Jealotuy  with  whioh  man  had  ever  eyed  IJie 
slow  aggressions  of  woman,  warned  yon  against  tiie  Inddioos  proposition 
made  by  agents  from  that  Society.  We  told  yon  they  would  no  doubt 
gladly  receive  the  dollar,  but  that  you  would  never  be  allowed  to  speak 
or  vote  in  their  meetings.  Many  of  you  thought  us  suspicious  and  un- 
just toward  the  tsmpsranee  men  of  llie  Bmpire  State.  The  foot  that 
Abby  Kelly  had  been  permitted  to  speak  in  one  of  their  pnbllo  meetings, 
was  bronght  up  as  an  argument  by  some  agent  of  that  Society  to  prove 
our  fears  unfounded.   We  suggested  that  she  spoke  by  favor  and  not 
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right,  and  our  right  there  as  equals  to  speak  and  vote,  we  well  knew 
would  never  be  aoknowledged.  A  long  debate  saTed  yba  from  that  fiUae 
step,  and  our  predictions  have  been  ftilly  realized  in  the  treatment  our 
delei,'utes  rocoivcd  at  the  annual  meeting  held  nt  STiaoaee  laet  July,  and 
at  the  recent  Brick  Church  meeting  in  New  York. 

In  forming  our  Society,  the  mass  uf  us  being  radical  and  hberal,  we 
left  our  platform  free;  we  are  no  zeepeotera  of  pereons,  all  are  alike 
weloome  here  wlftbont  regard  to  sect,  sex,  eolor,  or  eaate.  There  hare 
been,  howover,  many  objections  mnde  to  one  feature  in  our  Consti- 
tution, and  that  is,  that  although  we  admit  men  as  members  with 
equal  right  to  speak  in  our  meetings,  we  claim  the  ot&ces  for  women 
al4Mie.  We  felt,  in  starting,  the  neoesslty  of  throwing  all  the  responsi' 
bllity  on  woman,  whioh  we  knew  she  never  would  take,  if  there  were  anj 
men  at  hand  to  think,  act,  and  plan  for  her.  The  result  has  8ho\^Ti  the  wis- 
dom of  what  seemed  so  objectionable  to  many.  It  was,  however,  a  tem- 
porary expedient,  and  as  that  seeming  violation  of  man^s  rights  prevents 
0ome  tone  fr!lendft  of  tiie  eaaetf  from  beeoming  m«nbwt  <rf  our  Boeiely, 
and  as  the  offloera  are  now  well  aUlled  in  the  pnusUeal  bodneas  of  get- 
th>g  up  meetings,  raising  Itanda,  eto.,  and  have  fairly  learned  bow  to 
titainl  and  walk  alone,  it  may  perhaps  be  safe  to  raise  man  to  an  entire 
equality  with  ourselves,  hoping,  however,  that  he  will  modestly  permit 
the  women  to  eontinue  the  work  they  have  so  aneeeaeftilly  begun.  I 
would  auggeat,  therefore,  that  after  the  burineaa  of  the  paet  year  be 
disposed  at  this  objeotiimable  feature  of  our  Cionstitnfloin  be  hronght 
under  consideration. 

Our  experience  thus  far  as  a  Society  has  been  most  encouraging.  We 
number  over  two  thousand  members.  We  have  four  agents  who  have 
traveled  in  various  parte  of  the  State,  and  I  need  not  aay  what  Is  well 
known  to  all  present,  that  their  labors  thus  Ihr  have  given  entire  satis- 
faction to  the  Society  and  the  public.  I  was  surprised  and  rejoiced  to 
And  that  women,  without  the  least  preparation  or  experience,  who  had 
never  raised  theU*  voices  in  public  one  year  ago,  should  with  so  much 
self-rellanee,  dignity,  and  fbioo,  enter  at  onoe  audi  a  Held  of  labor,  and 
so  ably  perform  the  work.  In  the  metropolis  of  oar  country,  in  the 
capital  of  our  State,  before  our  Legislature,  and  in  the  country  pi^hool- 
house,  they  have  been  alike  earnest  and  faithful  to  the  trulli.  In  behalf 
of  our  Society,  I  thank  you  for  your  unwearied  labors  during  the  past 
year.  In.  the  name  of  hnmanitj,  I  bid  you  go  on  and  devote  yonieelves 
humbly  to  tile  oanse  you  have  espoused.  The  noble  of  your  sex  every> 
where  rejoice  in  your  success,  and  feel  in  themselves  a  new  impulse  to 
/struggle  upward  and  onward;  and  the  deep,  though  silent  K'^^ti'ude 
that  ascends  to  Heaven  from  the  wretched  outcast,  the  wives,  the  moth- 
ers, and  the  daughters  of  brutal  drunkards,  Is  well  known  to  all  who 
have  listened  to  their  tales  of  woe,  their  bitter  eiperienee,  the  daxk,  aad 
passages  of  their  tragic  lives. 

I  hope  this,  our  first  year,  is  prophetic  of  a  happy  future  of  strong, 
united,  and  energetic  action  among  the  women  of  our  State.  If  we  are 
sinoere  and  earnest  In  our  love  of  this  oause,  in  our  devotion  to  truth,  in 
our  desire  for  the  happiness  of  the  race,  we  shall  ever  lose  sifl^t  of  self;  eaoh 
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lOill  will,  in  a  meannre,  forget  its  own  indiridaal  intereets  in  proclaiining 

great  principle?  of  justice  and  right.  It  in  only  a  tnio,  a  deep,  nnd  abiding 
love  of  truth,  that  can  swallow  np  all  petty  jt'alou.sli'S.  ouvies,  discords, 
and  disbensions,  and  make  us  truly  uiagnanimous  and  self-Bacrificing. 
We  have  ereiy  reason  to  think,  firom  zeporte  we  iMair  on  ell  sides,  that 
oar  Soeiety  has  i^ema.  this  oaoae  a  new  impnlse,  and  if  tiie  condition  of 
our  treasury  is  a  test,  we  have  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  we  are  improved,  and  tliat  by  their  punes  we  shall 
be  sustained. 

It  has  been  objected  to  oar  Soeisty  that  we  do  not  ocmflne  ourselTes 
to  the  sabjeet  of  temperance,  bat  talk  too  mach  aboat  woman^s  rights, 

divorce,  and  the  Chur^;h.  It  could  be  easily  shown  how  the  considei'Ac 
tion  of  this  great  question  carries  us  legitimately  into  tho  dinonssioti  of 
thuHu  various  subjects.  One  class  of  minds  would  deal  with  ettec-ts  alone; 
anotlier  would  inquire  into  causes;  the  work  of  the  former  is  easily  per* 
cetved  and  qoloUy  done;  that  <rf  the  latter  reqoires  deep  thoui^t,  great 
patience,  mach  time,  and  a  wise  self-denial.  Our  phydoians  of  the  pres- 
ent day  are  a  good  type  of  the  mass  of  our  reformers.  They  take  out 
cancers,  cut  otf  tonnils,  drive  the  poison  which  nature  ha.s  wisely  thrown 
to  the  surface,  back  again,  quiet  unsteady  nerves  with  valerian,  and  by 
means  of  ether  inlhse  an  artMcial  eoomge  into  a  patient  that  he  may 
bravely  endare  some  painful  operation.  It  requires  bat  little  thought  to 
feel  that  the  wise  physician  who  shall  trace  out  the  true  causes  of  suffer- 
ing; who  shall  teach  us  the  groat,  immutable  laws  of  life  and  health; 
who  shall  show  us  how  and  where  in  our  every-day  life,  we  are  violating 
these  laws,  and  the  trne  point  to  b^gin  the  reform,  is  doing  a  much 
hlgikflr,  broader,  and  deeper  wjtwk  timn  he  who  stmll  bend  all  his  eneiv 
gies  to  the  temporary  relief  of  suffering.  Those  temperance  men  or 
women  whose  whole  work  consists  in  denouncing  rum-sellers,  appealing 
to  legislatures,  eulogizing  Neal  Dow,  and  shouting  Maine  Law,  are  super- 
ficial reformers,  mere  mafsee-woikare.  Tme^  this  ontside  work  is  well, 
and  must  be  done;  let  those  who  see  no  other  do  this,  but  let  them  lay 
no  hindrances  in  the  way  of  that  class  of  mind,  who,  seeing  in  our  pres- 
ent false  social  relations  the  causes  of  the  moral  deformities  of  tho  race, 
would  fain  declare  the  immutable  laws  that  govern  mind  as  well  as  mat- 
ter, and  point  out  the  true  causes  of  the  evils  we  see  about  us,  whether 
larking  onder  the  shadow  of  the  altar,  tiie  saeredness  of  the  manl^ge 
institution,  or  the  assumed  superiority  of  man. 

1.  We  have  been  obliged  to  preach  woman's  rights,  because  nniny,  in- 
stead of  listening  to  what  wt^  had  to  say  on  temperance,  have  questioned 
.the  right  of  a  woman  to  speak  ou  any  subject.  In  courts  of  justioe  and 
legislatlTe  assemblies.  If  the  right  of  the  speaker  to  be  tiliere  is  qnes- 
tioned,  all  business  waits  until  that  point  is  settled.  Now,  it  is  not  set- 
tled in  the  mass  of  minds  that  woman  has  any  rights  on  this  footstool, 
and  much  less  a  right  to  stand  on  an  even  pedestal  with  man,  look  him 
in  the  face  as  an  equal,  and  rebuke  the  sins  of  her  day  and  generation. 
Let  it  be  eleeily  nndecstood,  then,  that  we  are  a  woman's  ri^ts  Society ; 
that  we  believe  it  Is  woman's  duly  to  speak  whenever  die  UmIs  the  Ini- 
pfesdon  to  do  so;  that  it  is  her  tight  to  be  prseent  in  aU  the  oonneils  of 
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Chnreh  and  State.  Thaiket  that  onragantau*  wodmhi,  settles  the  qoM* 

tioQ  of  our  character  on  thiA  point. 

Again,  in  discussing  tJie  question  of  temperance,  all  lecturers,  from 
the  beginning,  have  made  mention  of  the  drunluurds'  wives  and  children, 
of  iridows*  groans  and  orphans*  tea>t;  shall  these  elassos  of  sofferers 
be  intiodaeed  but  as  themes  for  ihetovioal  flourish,  as  pathetle  tonebee 
of  the  speaker^s  eloquence ;  shall  we  passively  shed  tears  over  their  con- 
dition, or  by  giving  them  their  rights,  bravely  open  to  them  the  doors  of 
escape  from  a  wretched  and  degraded  life  ?  Is  it  not  legitimate  in  this 
to  diflcnsfl  the  social  degradation,  the  legal  disabilities  of  the  drunkard's 
wife  f  If  tak  showhig  her  wrongs,  we  prove  tike  ilght  of  all  womankind 
to  the  elective  franchise;  to  a  fair  representation  In  the  government;  to 
the  right  In  criminal  coses  to  be  tried  by  peers  of  her  own  choosing,  shall 
it  be  said  that  we  transcend  the  bounds  of  our  subject  ?  If  in  pointing 
out  her  social  degradation,  we  show  you  how  the  present  laws  outrage 
the  saersdness  of  the  marriage  Institation;  If  in  proving  to  yon  that  joa- 
tice  and  meroy  demand  a  lagal  s^mratlon  Armn  drankaids,  we  grs^ 
the  liigher  idea  that  h  unity  of  soul  alone  constitutes  and  sanctifies  true 
marriage,  and  that  any  law  or  public  sentiment  that  forces  two  Immortal, 
high-born  souls  to  live  together  as  husband  and  wife,  unless  held  there 
by  love,  is  iUse  to  Qod  and  hnraanlty;  who  shall  say  that  the  disens- 
sion  this  question  does  not  lead  us  Isgitimatsly  into  Uie  eonslderatiott 
of  the  important  subject  of  divorce? 

But  why  attack  the  Church  ?  Wo  do  not  attack  the  Chun-li;  we  de- 
fend ooreelves  merely  against  its  attacks.  It  ia  true  that  the  Church 
and  refonners  have  always  been  in  an  antsgonistio  position  from  the 
time  of  Lather  down  to  oar  own  day,  and  will  eontinne  to  be  antil  the 
devotional  and  praotieal  types  of  Christianity  shall  be  united  in  one  bar- 
monious  whole.  To  those  who  see  the  philosophy  of  this  position,  there 
seems  to  be  no  cause  U>t  ft  arful  forebodings  or  helpless  regret.  By  the 
light  of  reason  and  trutli,  in  good  time,  all  these  seeming  differences  will 
pass  awaj.  I  have  no  qieeial  Iknlt  to  And  with  that  part  of  hnmanity 
that  gathers  into  our  eharehes;  to  me,  human  nature  seems  to  manifest 
itself  in  very  imich  the  same  way  in  the  Church  and  out  of  it.  Go  through 
any  community  you  please — into  the  nursery, kitLlien, the  parlor,the  places 
of  merchandise,  the  market-place,  and  exchange,  and  who  can  tell  the 
ehiireh  member  from  the  oatsider  f  I  see  no  reason  wl^  we  shonld  expeet 
more  of  fhem  than  other  men.  Why,  say  yon,  they  lay  claim  to  greater  holi- 
ness; to  more  rigid  creeds;  to  a  belief  in  a  sterner  God;  to  a  closer  ob- 
s«>rTance  of  forms.  The  Bible,  with  them,  is  the  rule  of  life,  the  founda- 
tion of  faith,  and  why  should  we  not  look  to  them  for  patterns  of  purity, 
goodness,  and  trath  above  all  other  men  t  I  deny  the  assamption.  Re- 
formers on  all  sides  elaim  for  tfaemsslves  a  higher  position  than  th« 
Church.  Our  God  is  a  God  of  justice,  mercy,  and  truth.  Their  God 
sanctions  violence,  oppression,  and  wine-bibbing,  and  wiuk.s  at  gross 
moral  delinquencies.  Oar  Bible  commands  as  to  love  our  enemies;  to 
resist  not  evfl;  to  brsak  every  yoke  and  let  the  oppressed  go  free;  and 
makes  a  noble  lifi>  of  more  importanee  than  a  stem  fsith.  Their  Bible 
permits  war,  slavery,  oapital  pnnishment,  and  makes  salvation  dqpeod 
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on  faith  and  ordinances.  In  their  creed  it  is  a  sin  to  dance,  to  pick  up 
sticks  on  the  Sabbath  day,  to  go  to  the  theater,  or  large  parties  during 
LMit,  to  read  a  notiea  of  anj  vetonn  meettng  from  fhe  altar,  or  permit  a 
wowan  to  qieek  in  the  efaureh.  In  our  erood  it  it  a  sId  to  hold  a  dave; 
•  to  han^  a  man  on  the  gallowM;  to  make  war  on  defenseless  nations,  or 
to  pell  rum  to  a  weak  brother,  and  rob  the  widow  and  the  orphan  of  a 
protector  and  a  home.  Tbut;  may  we  write  out  some  of  our  dilfuruuces, 
bnt  from  the  similarity  in  the  oondnet  of  tbo  human  fBmiiy,  it  le  faii  to 
infer  that  our  differences  are  more  intellectual  than  spiritual,  and  tho 
great  truths  we  hear  po  clearly  uttered  on  all  sides,  have  been  inoorp<^ 
rated  as  vital  principles  into  tho  inner  life  of  but  few  indeed. 

We  mast  not  expect  the  Church  to  leap  tn  ma^se  to  a  higher  positiou. 
ffilo  eende  forth  her  TOieeionaiiea  of  troth  one  by  one*  All  of  onr  refoimere 
have,  in  a  meaeore^  been  developed  in  the  Ohorsh,  and  all  our  reforms 
have  started  there.  The  advocates  and  opposers  of  the  reforms  of  onr 
day,  have  grown  up  side  by  side,  parfakin^  of  the  same  ordinances  and 
officiating  at  the  same  altars;  but  one,  by  applying  more  fully  his  Chris* 
tian  principles  to  life,  and  pursoing  an  admitted  troth  to  Its  legitimate 
resnlts,  has  vnwitttngly  found  himself  In  antagonism  with  his  brother. 

Belief  is  not  voluntary,  and  change  is  the  natural  result  of  grow^  and 
development.  We  would  fain  have  all  church  member;^  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  temperance;  but  if  tlie  Church,  in  her  wisdom,  has  made  her 
platform  so  broad  tliat  wine-bibbers  and  rum-sellers  may  repose  in  ease 
thereon,  we  who  are  always  preaehing  liberality  ooi^t  to  be  the  last  to 
oomplain.  Having  thus  brietly  noticed  some  of  the  objections  to  onr 
xnovementy  I  will  not  dotaiu  the  audience  longer  at  this  time. 

An  able  report  of  the  Ezecntive  Committee  was  then  read  by 
Mrs*  Yaoghan. 

The  Preddent,  on  motion,  appointed  the  varions  Committees,* 
and  read  a  letter  from  Gerrit  Smith  to  Snean  B.  Anthony : 

Pbtbrbobo^  Jfoy  7, 1858. 

DiAR  MaslAM>-I  thank  yon  for  your  letter.  So  constantly  am  I  em- 
ployed in  my  extensive  private  concerns,  that  I  can  attend  none  of  the 
anniversaries  this  spring.  I  should  be  especially  happy  to  attend  yours; 
and  to  testify  by  my  presence,  if  not  by  my  words,  that  woman  is  in  her 
place  when  die  is  laboring  to  redeem  the  world  from  the  curse  of  drunk- 
enness. 

I  know  not  why  it  is  not  as  much  the  duty  of  your  sex,  as  it  is  of  mine, 
to  establish  newspapers,  write  books,  and  hold  public  meetings  for  the 
promotion  of  the  cause  of  temperance.  The  current  idea,  that  modesty 
should  hold  women  back  flrom  such  services,  Is  all  resolvable  into  non- 

*  JKMitifutliofl— Lemln  Kediie,  L^ydU  F.  Fowler,  Amy  Po«t,  Maty  U.  HalloweU,  Freder> 
Ick  Donglass,  Ljdia  JcdMiu. 

HiunneM  VonunUtee— Emily  Clark,  W.  H.  ClMiuilag^  Mary  H.  BsDowcll,  Rev.  8.  J.  May, 
Mrs.  Robie,  Mr?.  C.  I.  H.  NlchoU. 

Fhtanct — tiufian  B.  Anthony,  Mrs.  Bloomer,  H.  AttilU  Aibro.   Also,  on  motion,  the 
TkMideut  WIS  added  to  the  BwdaeM  ComDtttee. 
82 
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sense  aad  wiokedaees.  Female  modesty!  female  delicacy!  I  would  that 
I  mli^t  never  again  heer  snoh  ptuMeo.  There  ie  bat  one  ataaderd  of 

modesty  and  delicacy  for  both  men  and  -women;  end  80 long  m  different 
standards  aro  tolerated,  both  sexes  will  be  perverse  and  corrupt.  It  is 
my  duty  to  be  as  modest  and  delicate  a-s  you  are:  and  if  your  niodfsty 
and  delicacy  may  excuse  you  from  making  a  public  speech,  then  may 
mine  ezeoee  me  ftom  maUng  one. 

The  Quakers  are  the  best  people  I  have  ever  known — the  most  seriona 
and  ehaf<te,  and  yet  the  moiat  brave  and  resisting.  But  there  \b  no  other 
people  who  are  so  little  concenit'd,  lust  man  get  out  of  his  sphere,  or  lest 
woman  get  out  of  hers.  No  people  make  so  little  difference  as  they  do, 
iMtween  men  and  woman.  Others  appear  to  ttiink  that  the  happineee 
and  saiMy  of  the  world  consist  in  magnifying  the  difference.  Bat  when 
reason  and  religion  shall  rule  the  world,  there  will  be  felt  to  be  no  other 
difference  between  man  and  woman,  than  that  of  their  physical  consti- 
tutions, lione  will  then  be  acknowledged  in  respect  to  the  Intellect, 
the  heart,  or  the  manners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  friend,  CiKKKiT  SiUXH. 

The  attendance  at  this  OonTention  was  larger  than  the  year  pie- 
▼ione^  and  the  debates  more  interesting^  as  Mrs.  ISichols,  William 
Henry  Obanning,  Jmcj  Stone,  Antoinette  Brown,  and  Frederick 
Donglaas  all  took  an  aetive  part  in  the  proceedings.  Daring  one  of 
fhe  sessions  quite  a  heated  disenssion  took  place  on  fhe  subject  of 
Divoioe,  Mrs.  Stanton  and  Lucy  Stone  taking  the  ground  that  It  was 
not  only  woman's  right,  but  her  duty,  to  withdraw  from  all  such  un- 
holy rdations,  Mrs.  Nichols  and  Miss  Brown  taking  the  opposite 
position. 

As  it  was  decided  at  this  second  convention  to  admit  gentlemen, 
a  schism  wag  tlie  immediate  result.  By  their  party  tactics,  in  which 
they  were  well  versed,  they  took  the  initiative  steps  to  scatter  the 
forces  80  snceessfnlly  gathered.  The  Society,  with  its  gtms  silenced 
on  the  popular  foes,  lingered  a  year  or  two,  and  was  heard  of  no 
more.  It  was  the  policy  of  these  worldly  wise  men  to  restrict  the 
debate  on  temperance  within  such  narrow  limits  as  to  disturb  none 
of  the  ezistiog  conditions  of  society.  They  said,  treat  it  as  a  purely 
moral  and  religious  question ;  "  pray  over  it,"  it  being  too  knotty  a 
•probltfooL  to  be  solved  on  earth,  they  proposed  to  have  the  whole  case 
adjusted  in  the  courts  of  Hearen :  veiy  much  as  the  wise  men  to-day 
think  best  to  dispose  of  the  temperance  reform. 

Thns  these  politic  gentlemen  manipulated  the  association,  elim- 
inated the  woman's  rights  element  per  se,  which,  having  been  educated 
in  the  anti-slavexy  school  of  morals,  could  not  be  blinded  with  any 
male  sophistries  or  considerations  of  pdU^y.  It  was  the  univerral 
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plea  then  as  now,  in  advooattng  leformfl,  ^^Sacrifiee  piindple  to 
namben,  if  yon  wonld  seeare  victory,*'  foigetting  that  one  company 
of  hmve  men  oonld  dear  their  path  to  the  enemy  qnit^er  than  a 
battalion  of  cowards.  A  mnltitnde  of  timid,  nndeveloped  men  and 
-women,  aftaid  of  priests  and  poUtieians,  axe  a  hindrance  rather  than 
help  in  any  reform.  When  Garrison's  ftsroes  had  been  thoroughly 
fiifted,  and  only  the  picked  raea  and  women  remained^  be  soon  made 
political  parties  and  church  organiaations  feel  the  power  of  his 
burning  words.  The  temperance  cause  has  had  no  organized  bml  j 
of  fearless  leaders.  Psalm  singinjar  and  prayer  it  was  suppoped  would 
accomplish  what  only  ponld  he  done  by  just  laws,  enlightened  public 
sentiment,  and  pure  religion,  applied  to  the  practical  interests  of 
raankir.d.  Wlicn  abolitionists  left  parties  and  churches,  because 
of  their  pro-slaverv  codes  and  creeds,  they  began  alike  to  purify  their 
organizations  iu  order  to  win  back  that  noble  army  of  patriots. 
"Women  were  urged  to  enroll  themselves  as  meml)ere  of  men's  asso- 
ciations, pay  their  initiation  fee  of  one  dollar,  gather  petitions,  do  all 
in  their  power  to  rouse  enthusiasm ;  but  they  most  not  presume  to 
ait  on  the  platform,  nor  speak,  nor  TOte  in  the  meetings.  Those 
women  who  had  no  proper  self-respect  accepted  the  conditions; 
-those  who  had,  tested  thdr  status  on  the  platform,  and  not  bdng 
recdved  as  equals^  abandoned  all  temperance  oiganisations,  as  the 
«ame  proper  pride  that  forbade  them  to  accept  the  conditions  of  a 
proscribed  class  in  men's  conyentions,  also  prevented  their  affiliation 
with  women  who  wonld  tolerate  such  insults  to  the  sex.  The  long, 
persistent  struggle  at  last  eniminated  in  the  World's  Temperance 
Oonvention,  which  may  be  called  onr  Waterloo  in  that  reform. 

BRICK  CHURCH  MEETING. 

May  12th,  1853,  the  friends  of  temperance  assembled  in  New 
York  to  make  arrangements  for  a  World's  Temperance  Conven- 
tion. The  meeting  was  held  in  Dr.  Spring's  old  Brick  Church,  on 
Franklin  Square,  where  the  N^ew  Y'orh  Times  building  now 
stands.  It  was  organized  by  nominating  the  Flon.  A.  C.  Barstow,  of 
Rhode  Island,  chairman  ;  the  Rev.  R.  0.  Crampton,  of  New  York, 
iind  the  Rev.  George  Dnftield,  of  i^ennsyl^ania,  secretaries.  The 
meeting  opened  with  prayer,  '*  asking  God's  blessing  on  the  pro- 
ceedings."*  A  motion  was  made  that  all  gentlemen  present  be 

•  Throughout  this  prn'.riicted,  disgraceful  assault  on  American  womanhood,  the  clergy 
iMptUed  each  new  inxult  and  act  of  injactiee  In  the  name  of  the  Christian  rellKion.  and 
vaMotnAg  Mked  Ood't  UMatng  on  proceedings  tliat  wo«dd  tam  put  to  shame  mi  aseem' 
bly  of  Hottentots. 


Digitized  by  Google 


500 


MUtory  of  Woman  Sujffrage. 


admitted  as  ddegatoB.  Br.  Trail,  of  New  York,BiO¥ed  an  amend- 
meat  that  the  word  ladies  **  be  inserted,  as  there  \me  delc^tea 
present  firom  the  Woman's  State  Temperanoe  Society.  The  motion 
was  carried,  and  credentials  received,  and  every  man  and  woman 

became  members  of  the  convcTition.  A  basinees  committee  of  one 
from  each  State  was  appointed.  A  motion  was  made  that  Susan 
B.  Anthoii}^  Secretary  of  the  "Woman's  State  Temperance  Society, 
be  added  to  the  business  committee.  Then  tlic  war  commenced  in 
earnest.  D.D.'e,  M.D.'s,  and  IL^noraMes  were  liorrified.  S{)eeeh  fol- 
lowed speech  in  rapid  succession,  with  angry  velieinence.  As  the 
committee  was  already  full,  the  motion  wa^;  ruled  out  of  order. 
Tliunms  Wentworth  Higginson  asked  that  he  be  excu&ed  from  serv- 
ing on  the  committee,  and  moved  that  Lucy  Stone  be  added  iu  his 
place.  Then  the  confusion  was  increased.  Abby  Kelly  Foster  arose 
and  tried  to  explain,  bnt  sfaonts  of  order"  drowned  her  roioe^  and 
after  persbting  in  her  attempt  to  speak  for  ten  minntes  the  uproar 
was  frightfnl,  and  she  was  compelled  to  sit  down.  Emily  Clark 
made  a  similar  attempt,  witb  the  same  resnlt. 

Hon.  Bradford  Wood,  of  Albany,  then  moved,  that  as  there  was  a 
party  pfssent  determined  to  xntrodnoe  the  question  of  woman's  rights, 
and  to  run  it  into  the  ground,  that  this  oouTention  adjoom  mn»  dU  / 
bnt  on  request  be  withdrew  it,  and  moved  that  acomniitteeon  creden- 
tials be  appointed  to  decide  who  were  members  of  the  convention. 
Tliia  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  John  Chambers,  of  Philadelphia, 
Hon.  B.  R.  Wood,  of  Albany,  and  Dr.  Condit,  of  New  Jersey,  were 
abi-ent  fifteen  minutes,  and  then  reported  that,  as  in  tfieir  opinion, 
the  call  for  this  meeting  was  not  intended  to  include  female  dele- 
jfjates,  and  custom  had  not  Banctioned  the  public  action  of  women 
ill  fiimilar  situations,  the  credentials  of  the  ladies  should  be  rejecte<l. 
The  report  was  received,  and  after  a  disgraceful  contest  on  the  part 
of  those  from  whom  we  look  for  honor,  truth,  and  nobleness,  and 
every  Christian  virtue,  on  account  of  their  sacred  calling  and  high 
position,  it  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  84  to  89,  ten  of  those  voting  in 
the  native  being  women.  During  the  progress  of  the  discnssion — 
if  discussion  it  could  be  called,  where  all  the  women  who  attempted 
to  speak  were  silenced,  and  the  men  who  attempted  to  speak 
for  tiiem  were  almost  as  ruddy  treated — Mayor  Barstow  twiee 
requested  the  appointment  of  another  chairman  in  his  stead, 
stating  that  he  would  not  preside  over  a  meeting  where  woman's 
rights  were  introduced,  or  women  allowed  to  speak.  Having  finally 
silenced  them,  he  was  henceforward  content  to  wear  the  honors  of 
his  temporary  office. 
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Mr.  Higginaon  protested  against  the  action  of  the  meeting  as  dis- 
graceful to  the  leaders,  and  tendered  his  rcsignatioii  aa  one  of  the 
buaiiiese  committee.  He  then  stated  that  all  penons  favorable  to  call- 
ing a  whole  world's  temperance  convention  were  invited  to  meet  at 
Dr.  Trail's  oflSce  at  2  o'clock.  The  ladies  present,  and  the  gentle- 
men who  had  contended  for  their  admission  as  delegate?,  then  with- 
drew. Another  disgraceful  scene  occurred  on  a  protest  from  I)r. 
Townsend  against  the  action  oftlic  convention,  and  a  motion  to  pay 
the  expenses  ot"  the  ladies  who  had  come  t^onie  distance  as  delegates 
and  been  excluded.  The  motion  was  seconded.  Again  shouts  of 
*' order,"  "order,"  arose,  and  the  confusion  was  worse  than  ever. 
Dr.  T.  finally  withdrew  his  motion,  on  being  told  that  the  ladies 
would  aooept  no  sneb  ikvor  at  the  hands  of  a  oonfentkm  of  towdies. 

Several  speeohes  then  followed,  mostljr  from  Glei]g]rmeo ;  aU  eon-, 
demning  the  poblie  action  of  women  in  any  refonnB,and  defending 
the  position  it  the  oonTentiou,  quoting  Scriptore  and  the  Divine 
Win  to  sanetion  theb  injottioe.  One  Ber.  gentleman  stated  that  he 
wonld  haye  nothing  to  do  with  the  women.  Bev.  John  Chamben 
said,  for  one,  he  rejoiced  that  the  women  were  gone ;  they  were  now  rid 
of  the  scnm  of  the  convention ! !  Other  clergymen  spoke  in  the  same 
strain.  A  motion  was  made  bj  Dr.  Snodgrass  that  the  committee 
asi^ign  some  part  of  the  work  of  the  World's  Convention  to  women, 
which  called  out  from  Mr.  Barstow  some  remarks  too  indecent 
for  repetition.  The  motion  was  withdmwn.  The  gall  and  bitter- 
ness, the  ridicule  and  vulgarity  of  tlie  liev.  D.D.'s  being  expended 
on  some  of  the  grandest  women  our  nation  conld  boast,  they 
adjourned,  after  deciding  to  hold  a  fjur  days'  convention,  begin- 
in' ng  the  6th  of  September.  The  other  wing  of  the  temperance 
army  decided  to  do  the  same,  and  held  a  meeting  of  protest  a  few 
davs  after  in  the  Tabernacle. 

The  New  York  Tribune  says  of  the  meeting  of  protest,  Saturday  even« 
ing,  May  14,  1852:  A  grand  Temperance  demonfltratioD  was  held  in  the 
Broadway  Tabemaole  Saturday  evening.  There  eonid  not  have  been 

less  than  8,000  perRons  present.    The  floor  of  the  house,  the  aisles,  the 
galk'ri«>f!,  overy  inch  of  pitting  and  standing  room  was  literally  packed. 
The  greatost  enthusiasm  prevailed  throughout.    The  officers  of  the 
meeting  were : 
PnssinKST^-Snsan  B.  Anthony.* 

Luoz  Srojn,  in  a  letter  to  Tils  Uno,  says:  Last  week,  at  ITew  Toik, 

♦  Flw-AnetidSnif*— Dr.  Harriot  K.  Hunt,  Ma*s. ;  Charles  C.  Burlleifh,  Ct ;  Edward  M. 
Davis,  Pa.  ;  Fraiites  Dana  Gag«,Mo.;  Ashby  Pltrte,  Oregon;  Ruwlund  T.  Roblnsoo, 
Vt. ,  MeliMa  J.  Dri^cTA.  Tnd. ;  Thuiiaa  GarrL-tt,  DoL;  ADgeUna  Otimki  Weld,  N.  J.; 

Hannah  Tracy  Cutler,  lil. 
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we  had  a  foretaste  of  what  woman  is  to  expect  when  she  attempts  to  ex- 
eroiae  her  equal  rights  as  a  haman  being.  In  oonfonuity-  with  a  resolo- 
tion  adofied  by  tha  Mais  CSmnvantfon  reoently  h«ld  In  Boaton,  a  eaU 

was  iHsued,  inviting  tla»  friends  of  temperance^  to  meet  in  Xew  York, 
May  11th,  and  prepare  for  a  "World's  Convontion."  Under  that  call,  the 
Woman's  State  Society  of  New  York,  an  active  and  efficient  body,  sent 
delegates;  but  though  regularly  elaotedt  their  eredentials  were  rejected 
with  BOom.  The  ohairman  of  the  oommittee  reported  that  those  who 
called  the  meeting  never  intended  to  include  women.  Think  of  it|  a 
World's  Convention,  in  which  woman  is  voted  not  of  the  world!! 

Rov.  Dr.  Hewitt  affirmed  it  a  burning  shame  for  women  to  be  there; 
and  though  it  was  entirely  out  of  order,  he  discussed  the  question  of 
**  Womaii*a  BightB,**  taking  the  groond  tlwt  women  dioidd  he  nowhere 
Imt  at  home.  Beir.  &  M.  Jackson,  gavf^  it  as  bi8  opinion,  that  "tlia 
women  came  there  expressly  to  disturb."  The  Rev.  Mr.  Fowler,  of  Utica, 
showed  the  same  contempt  for  woman  that  he  did  !a.«t  year,  at  the  N.  Y. 
State  Temperance  Society,  at  »Syracu8e.  Rev.  Mr.  Chambers  was  par- 
tienlarly  bitter. 

It  would  have  been  well  for  those  women  who  accept  the  foolish  flat^ 
tery  of  men,  to  have  been  present  to  see  the  real  estimate  in  which 
woman  is  lield  by  thece  men  who  surely  represent  a  large  class.  The 
President  of  the  meeting,  Mayor  Barstow,  of  your  city,  indignantly  re- 
fheed  to  put  the  motion  made— that  Snian  B.  Anthony  should  be  on  a 
oommittee,  declaring  that  he  would  resign  rather  than  do  It.**  He  said 
It  "was  not  fit  that  a  woman  hhuuld  be  in  such  places."  After  we  left^ 
if  the  papors  reported  him  correctly,  he  u.^ed  language  which  proved 
that  he  was  not  fit  to  be  where  decent  people  are.  It  was  next  to  im- 
possible for  OB  or  oar  Mends  to  get  a  hearing.  The  previous  question  ** 
was  sailed,  or  we  were  voted  out  of  order,  or  hiyf  a  doien  of  the  op- 
posing party  talked  at  once  to  keep  us  silent.  Rev.  T.  W.  Higgin.«on 
declined  aerving  on  a  committee  from  which  w^omen  were  excluded,  and 
when  it  became  apparent  that  only  half  of  the  world  could  be  repre- 
sented, he  entarsd  his  protest,  and  Invited  those  who  were  In  favor  of  a 
WkoU  W(nld*fl  "Vsmperanee  Oonventlon  to  meet  thi^  afternoon  at  Dr. 
Trail's.  A  large  minority  withdraw,  including  several  ministers,  and  ar- 
ranged for  a  Convention  that  nhall  know  "  neither  male  nor  female,"  to 
be  held  in  liew  York  sometime  during  The  World's  Fair. 

A  laiige  and  enthaslastle  meeting  was  h^d  at  the  Broadway  Tsber- 
nade,  to  protest  against  the  above  pvooeedlngs,  and  although  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  were  charged  at  the  dooir,  eveiy  seat  was  oeonpled,  and 
much  of  the  "  "tnndinfr  room  "  also. 

The  same  gentlemen!  wlio  excluded  us,  held  a  meeting  subsequently 
in  Metropolitan  Hall.  There  your  Major  Barstow  said:  "God  has 
placed  woman  In  the  moral  worid  where  he  has  the  san  in  the  pbydeal, 
to  regulate,  enlighten,  and  cheer."  C.  C.  Burleigh,  alluding  to  this  re* 
mark,  in  our  meeting  at  the  Tabernacle,  8aid:  '"Thus  he  calls  his  Con- 
vention, in  which  Mars,  Jupiter.  Saturn,  Mercur>'.  and  Neptune  are 
appointed  a  committee  of  arrangements,  and  sayc>  the  Sun  shall  be  ex- 
'eluded.** 
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At  thia  meeting,  laditg  were  especially  invited  to  vote,  as  though  they 
bad  m  hmat  in  it,  and  were  mged  alio  to  tiMlr  mooej  to  ibeta 
very  men  by  wbom  evwy  aoal  of  ns  bad  been  insulted.  I  am  lonry  to 
lay  some  gave*  Bat  taught  saeh  lessons,  by  such  masters,  woman  irill 
one  day  be  viier.  Toon,  for  bnmaaity,  withoat  dietinotion  of  sex, 

LUCT  SlOSTK, 

After  the  Bride  Ghnrcli  meeting  was  over,  some  of  the  aetora  be- 
ing  aaihained  of  themselveet  the  Bev.  John  Menh  tried  to  defend 
himself  and  his  coedjnton,  hnt  Hr.  Gieelej  very  sunmarilj  bmshed 
Ills  sophistry  eside^  and  placed  all  the  actorB  in  tiiat  dl^graoef nl  farce 
in  their  tme  oolora. 

The  Xew  York  DaUy  Tribunt,  Wfdtutday,  May  18,  188S. 
THE  WORLDS  TEMPEEIAKCE  CONVENTION. 

To  the  Editor  <^  t/u  Sew  York  Tritmne  : 

Boii-'Yoar  **Inqnlrer,"  It  appssn  te  me,  li  bent  on  throwing  flrebrtnds  Into  fhe 
taapeieiice  ranks,  sad  tte  woiat  kind  of  flrebrenda,  those  of  vile  ■eetarinalim.  WQI 

yon  permit  me  to  answer  and  remsrlc  upon  a  few  of  hls  limalliesf 

1.  "Are  Uien:  to  be  two  World's  Conventiuns f  " 

Anmotr.  Tbat  will  be,  I  snppoae,  m  people  ptasse.  Theie  nsy  be  *  doeen ;  and  I 

know  not  that  any  harm  will  be  done. 

'2.  "  Did  Mayor  Barstow  occasion  the  tchlsm  In  tb«  temperance  ranks,  by  refusing  to 
leeegBbs  tihe  fsolnliM  dsnent  In  Oie  movemeiit?  ** 

Ana.  No.  The  schism,  such  as  there  was,  waa  caosed  by  a  proposal  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hlg- 
ginson,  and  a  persistence  in  it,  tbat  a  repreaentattve  of  tbe  Women's  State  Sode^  should 
be  added  to  the  Bnrtness  Coorarfttee  of  one  ftooi  eadi  flute;  and  tills  after  Ibe  Onumtt' 

tec  wfts  full.  With  H8  i^rtod  reason,  It  was  said,  might  one  l>e  pressed  fn^m  the  ^fen'» 
State  Socletj  or  State  AJilaace.  Mr.  HigKlnson  pertlnaeioualy  pressed  the  matter ;  and  be* 
canae  lie  eoidd  not  have  his  own  way  and  mle  the  Oonventlon,  he  refused  to  servo  on 
the  Committee  ;  and  hence  arose  all  the  diiitnrbance  and  the  schism. 

8.  *'  Did  Dr.  HewiU  role  out  from  ofliee  Mr.  Bannun  on  the  ground  tbat  be  (Mr.  Bar- 
num)  was  an  infldel  ?  ** 

Ant.  No.  1  am  confident  he  used  no  such  phraseolo^;  and  "Inquirer"  bi'.B  no  more 
ri^bt  to  ask  Hueh  a  qaeKtlon,  than  he  has  to  mk  If  Dr.  Hewitt  did  not  rule  him  out  on  the 
ground  that  Mr.  Bamum  was  a  hor»c  thief.  Tlie  very  question  amounts  to  an  asscrUon 
(as  Is  announced  In  the  next  Inqnlry;  that  he  did  say  It ;  which,  If  he  did  not.  Is  calumny. 
Dr.  H  'li'f  r»hj.'ct  to  Mr.  Barnnm,  h**  liad  n  perfect  right  to  do,  as  otic  of  the  Appoint- 
ing Cummitlee.  It  was  desirable  to  tiiid  the  best  men  to  get  up  to  the  World's  Convention. 
I  proposed  Mr.  Barnnm  as  one,  knowing  Ms  amashig  eflMsney.  Dr.  H.  ohleeted,  on  tiie 
ground  that  he  (Barnnm)  was  a  very  exceptionable  man  In  his  part  of  Connecticut,  nnd 
would  do  injury  to  the  Convention  ;  and,  as  harmony  was  desirable,  and  unexception- 
able men  shonld  be  pat  upon  the  Coramlttee,  his  name  was  withdrawn.  It  was  agreed 
that  what  was  t^ald  In  rfnunilttfc  sbonUl  not  go  .ihroiid. 

4.  Does  Mr.  Banium's  Infidelity  consist  in  bis  attending  another  church  in  Bridge- 
port  fhim  Dr.  Hewitt's  f  *' 

Here  appears  the  cloven  foot  of  sectarianism.  One  sect  Is  to  be  held  up  as  persecuted. 
Here  the  writer  assumes  that  Dr.  Hewitt  did  say  that  Mr.  B.  was  an  infldel ;  and,  SMUm- 
Ing  it  and  knowing  It,  why  does  he  hypocritically  ask  whether  Dr.  H.  did  say  it? 

5.  "  Is  it  tme  that  Dr.  H.  refused  hi^  pnlpit  for  a  tempCTBiioe  leeliirB  hy  Bev.  I.  H. 
Chapin,  on  the  ground  tbat  he  was  a  Uuivfrsalist  ?" 

fleetariantsm  again  !  What  has  all  thia  to  do  with  the  meeting  at  tUe  Brick  Cbnpil  • 
"WlijlsltbHNightlMtelNittoUiidleupaeelaiteaflieaf  Apaatorof  acihiirdilMseveiy- 
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wber*-  coDttdtd  V/  hirii  the  coiitrol  of  hU  pa]pit,  and  no  one  may  contcLd  with  him  In 
tbiA  matter.  Wbetber  Uwt  itm  to  or  not,  I  know  not,  oor  is  it  aaj  eoooem  of  mine,  nor 
of  tbe  public:  0Ddi  a  rale  flw  vorld  knowi  does  not  gorero  as  In  sleiiUug  temp^nmoe 
•|»esk«rs.  We  will  uot  iurlU;  !tp4»ekm  to  sp^k  at  temperance  meetines  who  have  some- 
thing due  more  at  heart  than  ti-mperance.  which  they  will  most  offensivelj  thrust  ia 
tttetr  speeeh  upon  the  meetini?.  But  we^  without  bu<Utlfl»,  lavlte  men  of  sll  sorts  to 
SfK-ak  at  temperance  met^lngs,  who  wUl  speak  to  the  point,  sad  do  as  good  and  not  hort 
K«-v.  Mr.  Chapln,  we  all  know,  is  of  this  character,  and,  wlthoat  hp»it-ati'«n,  I  Invited  him 
iu  speak  at  the  Iste  Anniversary  of  the  American  Temp«»uce  L  oioD  las  I  did  Bev.  Mr. 
BifglMOii,  wlw  4Aci  from  bm  psvli^  m  miieh  Ib  nilsleM  bdkft,  and  be  (Mr. 
woald  have  spoken,  bat  was  to  be  out  of  the  city. 

6.  "  How  can  tbe  proposed  Convention  be  a  nWicTs  Cooventiott,  if  women  and  aU  who 
do  not  bdoof  to  ft  partlealar  dmrdi  are  to  be  endiidedt*' 

Sectarianism  again  !  Who  has  -nid  i  wo-'!  -.ih  mt  Church  bnt  this  writer,  and  abont 
ezelodJng  wnnen  from  tbe  Ck>nvenUoo  and  all  its  entertainments  ?  Mo  ods.  The  basis 
of  tbe  Conventioo  has  not  been  settled.  It  probabtj  will  be  as  broad  as  tbe  worid.  Tbe 
In-'  iu  r;  I  think  unworthy  an  answer.  -\ad  I  must  be  permitted  to  si y  the  whole 
inqulr}-  manifests  a  very  bad  spirit,  add  is  calculated  to  promote  evils  which  the  public 
press  should  suppress  nrtber  than  foster.  * 

As  I  sent  you  an  anonymoas  communication  explatntng  some  of  these  matters  last 
Saturday,  which  you  declined  publishing,  because,  I  si^poee,  it  was  aaoojmoaSi  I  feel 
eonstntned,  though  reluctantly,  to  give  this  my  name. 


Bev.  Johot  we        allowed  yon  to  be  heard  at  ftiU  length;  now  jon 
and  your  set  will  be  ellent  and  hear  tie. 
Very  palpably  your  palaver  about  Mr.  Higginson's  motion  Is  a  dodge, 

a  quirk,  a  mont  cont^inptibW'  quibble,  reluctant  as  we  are  to  speak  thus 
irreverently  of  the  solemn  utterances  of  a  Doctor  of  Divinity.  Right 
well  do  yon  know,  reverend  sir,  tlia.t  the  particular  foim,  or  time,  or 
fiuihlon  in  whi^  the  question  eame  op  Is  utterly  Unmaterial,  and  you 
Interpose  it  oidy  to  throw  (ln«it  in  the  eyes  of  the  pablio.  Suppose  a 
woman  hud  boon  nominated  at  tlie  right  time,  and  in  the  right  way. 
according  to  your  undemtaDding  of  punctilious,  wouldn't  the  same  resist- 
ance have  been  made  and  the  same  row  got  up  ?  You  know  right  well 
that  there  wonld.  Then  what  Is  all  your  pettifogging  abont  teohnieali- 
ties  worth  t  ^e  only  question  that  anybody  care.s  a  button  about  Is 
thif,  Shall  woman  bM  allowed  to  participate  in  your  World's  Temperance 
Convention  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equality  with  man  \  If  yea,  tho  whole 
dispute  turns  on  nothing,  aud  isn't  worth  six  lines  in  The  Tribune.  But 
If  it  was  and  is  the  purpose  of  those  for  wh<nn  you  pettifog  to  keep  wom- 
an off  the  platfonn  of  that  Convention,  and  deny  her  any  part  in  its 
proceodings  except  as  a  npoctator,  whnt  doe8  all  your  talk  abont  Higgin- 
Bon'H  untimelino^s  and  the  ConnnittHes  being  full  amount  to  \  Why  not 
treat  the  subject  with  some  show  of  honesty  ? 

Now  as  to  Bamnm  and  Hewitt;  It  is  eminently  propw  that  the  publle 
should  know  ezaetly  on  what  ground  H.  ruled  B.  <tf  the  Boriness  Com* 
mittee,  and  it  is  self-criminating  to  plead  that  a  mantle  of  secrecy  was 
spread  over  the  doings  in  Committee.  If  Hewitt  protested  against  Bamum 
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on  tbe  asHuiuption  that  the  latter  is  a  dnner,  while  this  is  to  be  a  ConTen- 
tion  of  saints,  let  that  fact  bp  known,  so  that  sinners  may  keep  away 
from  the  Convention.  If  on  the  asbumption  that  Mr.  Barnum  is  an  in- 
fidel or  a  heretic,  let  that  fact  oome  squarely  out,  so  that  we  may  know 
that  infldela  or  betetloa,  eltlier  or  botb,  are  to  be  ptoeeifbed  at  tbe  Hew- 
itt-Hareh  Conventioii.  Vor  tf  tbaie  is  to  be  really  and  truly  a  World's 
Temperanee  Convontfon  according  to  any  fair  meaning  of  the  phra^se. 
then  we  say  women,  as  well  as  men,  youth,  as  well  as  adults,  oolored,  as 
well  as  white,  heretic,  as  well  as  orthodox,  sinners,  as  well  as  sohits — so 
that  they  be  eafnest  and  ondoabted  npholden  of  total  abstlnenee— 
should  be  invited  to  nend  delegates,  who  should  be  equally  welcome  to 
its  platform  and  eligible  to  it.s  offices.  An  Orthodox  White  Male  Adult 
Saints'  Convention  may  be  very  proper  and  very  useful,  but  it  should  be 
called  distinctly  as  such,  aud  not  unqualifiedly  as  a  World's  Convention. 

Dr.  Hanh  thinks  it  nobody's  bndneaa  wiiether  Dr.  Hewitt  did  or  did 
not  refbse  the  nse  of  his  church  for  a  temperance-meeting  at  which  Mr. 
(*hapin  whs  to  spoak,  because  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  a  Universalist.  Yes,  rev- 
erend sir.  it  is  a  good  many  people's  business  if  the  public  are  purposely 
left  in  doubt  an  to  the  character  of  the  World's  Convention  that  is  to 
issue  from  the  Briek  Church  meeting.  For  if  Dr.  Hewitt  dmt  his  pulpit 
against  so  unexceptionable,  assiduous,  effective  an  advocate  of  temper- 
ance as  Mr.  Chapin  confessedly  is  (see  Marsh,  above),  then  we  haTO  a 
eue  to  hie  objection  to  Bamuni  and  to  the  general  bearings  of  the 
**  World's  Convention  "  to  be  incubated  under  his  auspices.  That  single 
inddent  iA  the  pulpit-shutting  ^idll  have  a  great  deal  of  slgnilleanee  to 
many  other  people;  wheretors  the  Ikot  that  it  has  none  to  Manh  is  oyev> 
ruled. 

A^lienever  a  real  "World's  Temporanco  Convention"  shall  assemble, 
an  inquiry  may  be  found  necesstiry  as  to  what  Dr.  Hewitt  has  done  and 
■aeiifloed  for  temperanee  these  flTe  years  ^t  should  aathofliie  him  to 
rule  P.  T.  Banmm  off  a  temperanee  eommittee;  aiso^  whether  men  who 
live  by  Temperance,  like  Dr.  Marsh,  are  in  the  right  position  to  Judge 
those,  like  Bamum,  who  labor  and  spend  money  for  it.  For  the  pres- 
ent,  however,  we  will  leave  these  inquiries  on  the  General  Orders. 

One  word  as  to  Beetarianism.  If  **  Inquirer,"  or  Mr.  Bamum,  or  Mr. 
Chapin  has  proposed  or  intrigued  to  keep  any  one  out  of  oAoe,  <a  other- 
wise overslaughed  in  the  Brick  Church  ItoltiHR  or  any  of  its  meetings, 
hecanso  of  said  body's  religioui?  opinions  or  associations,  then  ^aid  in- 
triguer has  been  guilty  of  a  very  faulty  and  culpable  sectarian  dodge, 
wliioh  can  not  be  too  severely  reproaohed.  But  if  it  be  in  fact  t'other 
fellow^s  bull  that  lias  gored  this  one's  ox,  then  the  llMts  should  oome 
r  ut,  and  the  culprit  can  not  escape  censure  by  raising  the  stop-thief  ery 
of  " Seotatianlsm."   "2%ottartthe  mam!** 

Let  the  women  of  tiiis  nation  ponder  Horace  Greeley's  arraign- 
meDt  of  the  reverend  gentlemen  who  were  the  chief  actoi-s  in  t!iis 
farce,  and  remember  that  in  all  asres  of  the  world  the  pricstlnxni 
havu  found  their  pliant  tools  and  most  degraded  victims  in  the 
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women  of  their  respective  sects.  In  all  of  these  meetings  there 
were  intelligent,  sincere  women,  so  blinded  bj  the  sophistry  and 
hypocrisy  of  ^farsh.  Chambers,  Hewitt,  et  al.,  that  they  gave  them 
tlieir  coiniteiirtDce  and  support  throughout  this  Uibgraceful  mob,  so 
shocking  and  revolting  to  the  best  men  of  that  day  and  generation. 

In  Gonsequence  of  the  aotioa  in  tho  Briek  Ohorch  two  temperance 
ooBTentioiis  were  called,  to  meet  in  New  Toik  the  first  week  in 
September.  One  designated  ^The  Whole  World's  OottTention,'* 
including  men  and  women,  blaek  and  white,  orthodox  and  heretic ; 
the  other  the  Half  World's  Oonmtion,"  restrieted  to  the  ^  simon 
pore,  white  (male)  orthodox  saints" ;  which  for  ribaldry  of  speeeh 
and  rudeness  of  action  enrpaased  in  its  prooeedings  the  ontside 
mob,  that  raged  and  rayed  throngfa  an  entire  week,  making  pande- 
moniom  of  our  metropolis. 

A  GRAND  QATHBRING  — ANTI-8LAVERT  — WOKAITS  RIGHTS— 
TEMFBRAIVOE— THE  WORLD'S  FAIR.  SBPTBMBBR,  1868. 

The  opening  days  of  the  autumn  of  this  year  were  days  of  intense 
exoitemeDt  in  the  oily  of  Kew  Toik.  Added  to  the  nnmbem 
attraeted  bj  the  World's  Fair  was  the  annowioement  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery,  Woman's  Bights,  and  two  Temperance  Conventioiis.  The 
reformers  from  every  part  of  the  eoontiy  assembled  in  foroei  each  to 
«  hold  their  septtrate  meetings,  tfaongh  the  leaders  were  to  take  a 
conspicaoQS  part  in  all.  The  anti-slavery  meetings  began  on  SnndAj, 
and  every  day  two  or  three  of  these  conventions  were  in  session,  all 
drawing  crowds  to  listen  or  to  disturb.  William  llenry  Channing, 
William  Lloyd  Garrison,  Wendell  Phillips  and  Thomas  Wentwo^th 
Hif^f^inson  eloquently  pleading  f^)r  the  black  man's  freedom  on  the 
anti-sluverj'  platform,  and  for  the  equality  of  their  motliers,  wives, 
and  daughters  on  the  woinatiV  rights  ]>latform,  and  for  botli  the 
woman  and  the  black  man  on  the  temperance  platform  ;  now  tace  to 
face  with  Rynders  and  his  mob,  an<l  then  with  the  Rev.  John 
Chambers,  Marsh  and  Hewitt  and  their  mob,  the  viler  of  the  two. 

THE  HALF  WORLD'S  TEMPERANCE  CONVBmTON, 

led  by  Chambers,  Hewitt,  and  Marsh,  was  in  session  in  Metropoli- 
tan Hall  several  days.  As  it  was  amply  an  organised  mob,  we  find 
in  the  jonmals  of  the  day  no  speeches  or  resolatbns  on  the  great 
qnestion  on  which  they  nominally  assembled. 

In  trying  to  get  rid  of  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  who  had  been  sent 
as  a  delegate  from  two  respectable  and  inflnential  societies,  and  of 
James  MeCnne  Smith,  a  colored  delegate,  fbey  qnarrelled  throogh' 
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most  of  the  allotted  time  for  the  conventirm  over  what  cla.^  of  per- 
Bon8  could  be  admitted.  In  summing  up  the  proceedings  of  these 
meetings 

BoBioa  Obbblst  tayt,  In  fhe  IHtviu^  September  7, 1858 :  This  onoTention 
h«8  completed  three  of  its  ibor  bniiiiess  Mnloiis,  and  the  rctolti  OMjr  be 

iummed  np  as  follows  : 

"  Fir$t  Day — Crowding  a  woman  off  the  platfurm. 
*fiwmtf  Jtay—Oagging  her. 

*^  Third  Itaf^Yotlng  that  she  shsll  sti^  gagged.  Having  thus  dispoMd  ot 
fbs  min  qoeitioii,  we  pieMime  the  tnoidentato  will  be  finished  this  moniing.'* 

Antoinette  Brown  was  asked  why  she  went  to  that  Convention, 
knowing,  as  she  must,  that  she  would  be  rejected. 

'*I  went  dicre,"  she  ssid,  **  to  asMfft  a  fvinciple — a  principle  relevant  to  the 

circnm-Jtanros  of  that  convention,  and  one  which  would  promote  all  good 
rau<f8  and  retard  all  baci  ones.  I  went  there,  as  an  item  of  the  world,  to  con- 
tend that  the  son^  and  daughters  ot  the  race,  without  distinction  of  sex,  sect, 
class  or  color,  dioald  be  recognised  as  bdcoging  to  the  world,  and  I  planted 
my  feet  upon  the  simple  ftf  a  ddegaU.  I  asked  no  fhvw  as  a  woman,  or 
in  behalf  of  woman;  no  favor  an  a  woman  advocating  temperance;  no  recog- 
nition of  the  cause  of  woman  above  the  cause  of  humanity  ;  the  indorsement  uf 
no 'ism 'and  of  no  measure;  but  I  claimed,  iu  the  name  of  the  world,  the 
rights  of  a  delegate  in  a  world's  convention. 

Is  it  ssked.  Why  did  yon  make  that  isBoe  at  that  time  t  I  answer,  I  have 
ma  le  it  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  whenever  and  wherever  Providence  has 
given  nie  the  opp43rtunity,  and  in  whatever  way  it  could  be  made  to  appear 
most  prominent.  LAst  spring,  when  woman  claimed  the  suprcmacj — the  right 
to  bold  all  the  offices  in  the  Woman's  State  Temperance  BodelT^I  contended, 
from  this  platlbrm,  ibr  the  equality  <rf  man;  the  equal  rights  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  this  society.  I  have  claimed  everywhere  the  equality  of  humanity  In 
Church  and  in  State;  God  helping  me,  I  here  pledge  myself  anew  to  Ilim,  and 
to  you  all,  to  he  true  everywhere  to  the  central  principle — the  soul  of  the  Divine 
commandment,  *Thoii  sbsltlove  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.*  The  tempersnce 
cause  was  ant  Injured  by  our  couiee  at  that  Convention.  We  went  there  with 
thoughtful  hearts.  Said  Wendell  Phillips :  '  Take  courage,  and  remember 
that  whether  you  are  received  or  rejected,  you  are  going  to  make  the  most 
effectual  speech  for  temperance,  for  woman,  and  humanity  that  you  have  ever 
made  in  your  Ufe.*  *  God  bleu  you, '  were  tiie  Arvent  wmds  of  Mr.  Ohanning. 
In  a  moment  wImo  there  wee  most  need  of  Divine  aisistanoe ;  and  when  I 
stood  on  the  platform  for  an  liour  and  i  half,  waiting  to  be  heard,  I  coold  read 
in  the  faces  of  men  such  as  these,  and  in  the  facea,  too,  of  our  opposers,  the 
calm  assurance,  ^  You  are  making  the  most  effectual  speech  for  temperance,  for 
woman,  and  humanity,  that  you  have  ever  made  In  your  filb.'  I  believed  it 
then ;  I  believe  it  now.**  * 

*  See  page  152— Cleveland  Convention— for  the  full  description  of  thU  mob  by  Mi«t 
Brown  berteii. 


Digitized  by  Google 


508  HUiory  of  Wonum  Suffrage^ 


Rev.  William  Heiirv  Cliauuing,  in  giving  his  report  of  the  World's 
Temperance  Convention  to  the  Toronto  Division  of  Sons  of  Teui- 

peranoe  of  the  City  of  Rochester,  said: 

And  now  it  becomes  my  disagreeable  duty,  as  one  of  your  delegates,  tn 
report  to  the  Toronto  Division  bow  mj  highly  honored  fellow-delegate  was 
treated.  Her  credentials  were  received  withoot  dliient;  the  mi*  of  coane« 
thai  entitled,  09110%  with  every  other  delegate,  to  take  part  in  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Conventions.  At  a  suitable  time  and  in  a  perfectly  ordt-rly 
manner  she  rose  to  speak ;  the  ni>or  was  adjudged  to  hor  by  lion.  Ncal  l>ow, 
the  President,  but  her  right  to  the  platform  was  questioned.  Again  and  again 
tho  President  declared  yonr  delegate  to  be  in  order ;  again  and  again  appeal 
waa  mado  to  tiio  OoDvention  and  tho  dodsion  of  Che  Prendont  anatained;  huta 
fiuitioiM  minority  aooceeded  in  silencing  hor  voice,  and  so  ended  the  first  session 
in  storm. 

On  the  8»x>nd  morning  your  dclegite  wif>tily  waited  until  the  resolutions 
offered  to  the  convention  by  the  Business  Committee  weve  opened  ibr  disens- 
sion.  When  the  first  resolntion,  dedaring  the  rsi^^fout  dkorneler  of  the  Tem- 
pernnoe  Movement,  was  submitted  to  the  meeting,  Miss  Brown  rose  to  spesk. 
She  rose  calmly  in  the  Uniy  of  the  house;  she  was  a  minister  of  religion,  an 
advocate  of  temperance;  she  had  it  in  her  heart  to  press  this  refurmation 
onward  in  a  religious  spirit ;  she  had  avoided  all  disputes  on  petty  points  of 
order,  and  now  iriahed  to  addreaa  henelf  cancstly  to  the  momentoos  theme. 
Had  she  not  a  perfect  right  to  do  so  ?  And  what  fitter  occasion  conid  ocenr  t 
The  very  topic  was  of  a  kind  to  banish  personalities  and  hush  low  passions. 
Your  delegate  waa  invited  l>y  the  President  to  take  the  platform;  she  did  so 
with  quiet  dignity,  but  scarcely  had  she  reached  the  stand  when  all  around  her 
on  the  ptotfimn  itsell^and  among  the  olllcers  of  the  Ckmvention,  began  that  die* 
graceful  row,  which  led  an  onlooker  in  the  gallery  to  cry  out,  Are  those  men 
<1r  Tik  V  I  have  no  wish  to  dwell  upon  that  cowardly  transaction,  but  this 
rciuark  I  am  bound  in  honor  to  make:  If  any  man  <*ay8  that  Antoinettt-  Brown 
forced  the  subject  of  Woman's  Rights"  ou  that  Tempt'rance  Convention,  in 
plain  Saxon  speech.  Be  Uea.  She  never  dreamed  of  asking  any  privilege  as  a 
woman;  she  Stood  there  in  herr^A^  as  addogate;  heraim  was  to  urge  forward 
the  Temperance  Reform.  No!  the  whole  uproar  on  "Woman's  Hightf* "  came 
from  the  professed  friends  of  Temperance,  and  l)t'giin  with  the  instiltiiii:;  cry — 
from  a  man  on  the  platform — of,  Shame  on  the  woman ! "  That  muu  I  need 
hardly  tell  you  was  the  notoriona  John  Chambers,  of  Philadelphia— the  so<called 
Rev.  John  Chambera ! — he  it  was  who,  with  braasn  Ihce  and  dan^ng  tongne, 
stood  stamp! ni;  until  he  raised  a  cloud  of  dust  around  him,  jjointing  with 
C(»arsiL'  tinger  and  rudely  shou'in^  "shame  on  the  woman,"  until  he  even  stood 
abashed  before  the  indignant  cry  from  the  Convention  of  "shame  on  John 
Chambers.*' 

The  Reverend  John  Chambera !  Beiwrvnd  for  what?  For  his  i^ety ;  mani- 

fp^itcd  in  the  fact  that  he,  a  professed  minister  of  the  gosiiel.  could  by  rowdy 
tumult  drown  the  voice  of  another  minister  of  the  gos]»el  while  she  was  asserting 
the  religious  character  of  the  Temperance  Reform  !  lieotrend  for  what!  For 
his  charity;  manilbsted  by  low  cries  and  insulting  gestures  to  a  gentlewoman 
who  atood  there  firm,  yet  meek,  before  him  I  Strange  tiiat  he,  of  all,  should  thus 
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seek  a  bad  eminence  in  outraginj;  the  decencies  of  social  life;  for  unless  report 
is  false,  John  Chambers  owes  whatever  position  he  may  have  to  woman.  It  is 
Mid--l  beWve  on  good  ftathority— tb«t  be  ww  edncated  for  tbo  ministiy  b) 
tbe  oontribatlons  of  women;  tbat  he  preach^  in  a  church  built  and  endowed 
by  a  woman  :  that  his  snlarv  i«  rhiefly  paid  by  hard-workinir  needle-women  ; 
finally,  that  he  married  a  rich  wife!  Now  what  a  sight  was  there!  A  rcan, 
whose  brain  had  been  fed  with  books  by  woman,  whoiie  body  had  been  fattened 
witb  bread  bj  woman,  every  fragment  and  atitob  of  wboae  ministerial  garb, 
from  bis  collar  to  bis  bootJieela.  bad  been  paid  Ibr  by  woman,  wboae  very  trav- 
eling  ticket  to  that  convention  had  been  bought  by  woman.  conUl  find  no  l«  ftpr 
way  to  dischargo  his  mission  as  minister  of  the  gospel  than  to  point  bis  finger 
and  shout,  "  Sharoe  on  the  woman  !  ** 

Mr.  Chaiinin^  then  bore  his  testimony  to  the  ivdiuirable  combina- 
tion of  energy  and  inildneBS,  by  which  Miss  Brown's  whole  air  and 
manner  were  distinrruished  amid  these  hours  of  tnmnlt.  lie  said: 
"  Such  serene  strength  comes  only  from  religious  principle  and  life.  I 
know  not  how  it  may  have  been  with  nerves  and  pulses — there  was 
no  apparent  tremor.  But  of  this  I  am  assured,  whatever  disturbance 
there  was  in  the  outer  ooart  of  the  Temple,  in  the  Holy  of  HoUee 
was  ibB  heart  of  peace,  and  the  dote  of  the  Spirit  hrooded  in  light 
on  tho  taberaaele  of  oongdenoe." 

In  an  editorial  of  2%$  DhOf  headed  Ber.  John  Ohamhen  Becom- 
mended  to  Meroj,"  Hn.  Davia  nja :  We  publish  the  letter  of  Ber. 
Wm.  Henry  Channing  beeanse  it  ia  a  noble  defenee  of  woman  and  a 
part  of  the  hisUNy  of  the  movement.  We  do  not  give  Kr.  Cham- 
bera*  reply,  1st,  E^use  we  find  in  it  no  evidence  cif  penitence  nor 
any  teatimony  as  to  who  waa  the  guilty  party — if  he  was  not ;  and  2d, 
Becao&e  the  tone  and  language  of  the  letter  is  of  a  character  we 
trust  will  never  sully  the  pages  of  T/ie  Una.  Mr.  Channin^j's  rebuke 
is  severe,  but  wo  believe  it  to  have  beeu  richly  deserved  and  given 
in  true  Christian  love." 

ROCHK0TBB,  K.  Tm  Oct.  18. 1888. 
BoRORa  SoaoAT  If snoiwr Ton  aak  fiir  proof  tbat  Bar.  Jobn  Cbam- 
ben  took  part  in  tbe  bmtai  inaolt  oibred  to  a  Obriatian  gentiewoman  at  the 

late  "  World's  Temperanee  Convention."  I  xooB  wUnut  of  the  conduct  of  that 
man  and  h\n  abettors  during  that  cowardly  tranaaeUoHf  and  1  hereby  chtage 
him  with  being  a  ringleader  in  tbat  platform  row. 

Wben  my  boooced  Mend  and  MloW'delegate,  the  Rev.  Antoinette  L.  Brown, 
waa  standing  eahn»  yet  flmw' amidst  tboae  rode  eooflbrB,fbe  words  of  Che  Psalm- 
ist kept  sounding  in  ray  ear :  "  Strong  bulls  of  Bashan  have  beset  me  round 
about,  gapinf?  upon  me  with  their  mouths."  I  marked  the  biggest  of  the  herd 
with  the  purpose,  at  tbe  first  snitablc  season,  of  laying  on  one  blow  of  the  In^^h 
with  sneb  a  will  tbat  it  shonld  cut  through  any  bide,  however  callous.  Hint 
season  came  wben,  as  a  delagsle,  I  wss  cslled  upon  to  report  to  tbe  Toronto 
l^vialon  of  tbe  Sons  of  Tempennoe  "  bow  my  ftllow^^legate  bed  been  treated. 
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But  haviag  thus  indicted  the  bully  and  put  him  on  trial  in  open  court,  I  merely 
record  my  testimony  and  leave  bim  to  go  to  judgment ;  the  pablic  will  render  a 
verdict,  pass  aenteooev  and  inlHet  fbe  pmatajf  In  the  iilllory  where  he  has  placed 
liimaelf ;  may  their  justice  be  tempered  with  mercy.  It  was  necessary,  in  order 
\o  protect  mmen  in  future  from  the  iti.tolenre  of  tyranf»,to  make  this  example; 
yet  let  bim  be  cordially  pardoned  aa  soon  aa  he  gives  sincere  proof  of  penitence. 

William  Hekrt  Chakkiko. 

Anotlier  letter  of  Mr.  Channing's  of  same  date  to  the  editor  of 
TAd  Daily  MegisUr: 

Sm:— Beepeet  for  yoniMlt  Tonr  raaden,  and  your  paper,  pvoinpta  me 

to  reply  at  onoe  to  your  article  headed,  "Answer,"  etc.,  by  Rev.  John 
Chambers,  which,  through  the  conrtesy  of  pome  friend,  roaohod  me  illtft 
evening.    I  must  be  frank,  but  will  aim  to  be  brief. 

And  first,  Mr.  Bimey,  a  word  to  yourself.  You  knew  me  in  former 
days  as  mild,*'  eto.,aDd  were  not  prepafed  for  Baoh  a  speeeli;  joo  ehaxi- 
tably  suggest  that  its  "  vindiotiveness''  maybe  owing  to  a  substitution  of 
the  reporter's  language  for  my  own,  and  "are  not  without  hope  of  eeeiug 
a  disclaimer."  Now,  far  from  wishing  to  disclaim  the  one  real  accti-iation 
made  in  my  remarks,  I  am  ready,  anywhere  and  everywhere,  to  reiterato 
that  eharge.  Yet  Hiere  is  no  "▼indietiveness*'  in  my  heart  towaid  tlie 
criminal  whom  I  thus  arraign,  and  no  emotion  whieh  I  should  not  honor 
any  man  for  feeling  toward  myself,  if  I  was  consciously  guilty  of  having 
played  bo  base  a  part.  You  were  not  wrong  in  thinking  me  "  mild  in 
former  days  " ;  I  trust  I  am  milder  now  than  then.  But  my  mildness  never 
was.  and  never  will  be,  of  that  mean  quality,  whidi  ean  tamely  see  a  sis- 
ter insulted,  whether  by  a  pugilist  from  the  ring,  or  by  a  rowdy  fnm  the 
jnilpit.  My  principle  is  peace,  but  I  remember  the  saying,  '*  You  can  not 
become  an  angel  till  you  ore  first  a  man."  ....  Womanhood,  a*  such, 
claims  honorable  courtesy  of  every  manly  heart;  and  he  is  unmanly  who 
does  not  rejoiee  to  testily  this  respeet.  The  man  who  ean  be  mde  to  even 
a  poor  proetitate  in  the  street,  will  be  rada  to  wife  or  daughter  at  his 
own  fireside;  while  he  who  is  a  ffentlemtLn  to  any  woman,  will  be  a  gentle- 
man  to  all  women.  Uis  spirit  is  hmtul,  who  could  ever  dream  of  apply- 
ing the  slang  phrase  "creature''  to  any  woman  under  any  conceivable 
eonditioiu.  What  shall  be  tfaooght  tiien  of  the  moral  grade  of  him  who 
ehoee  as  the  mark  for  his  missilew  of  *'  contempt,"  a  yonng  lady  of  rare 
refinement  in  her  whole  presence  and  manner,  of  spotless  delicacy  and 
gentlest  dignity,  of  commanding  talont  and  philanthropic  earnestness, 
and  who  stood  there  before  him,  serene  amid  the  tumult,  clad,  even  then, 
in  ttie  brfi^t  robe  of  heavenly  peaoe  t 

And  now  one  word  in  eloslng.  Let  Mr.  diambers,  and  all  of  like  spirit, 
bo  assured,  that  T  am  but  a  representative  of  a  large,  rapidly  growing, 
and  intluenTial  body  in  every  community  throughout  our  land,  who  are 
resolved,  that  women  shall  no  longer  be  insulted  in  public  assemblies 
with  impunity.  WiL  Hbat  Gfeumim. 

ThroQgfa  this  fierce  conflict  Horace  Oroelej,  with  his  penonal  pic»- 
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ence  on  the  platform,  and  his  brave  editorials  in  tlie  JVew  York 
Tn'buney  fought  a  great  battle  for  free  s]^eech  and  Immau  equality. 
Speaking  of  the  WTiole  World'ii  Convention,  he  said : 

Ifew  Tark  T^ibwu,  September  8, 185S. 

This  bM  been  tbe  meet  spirited  and  able  CoBTentl<m  on  behalf  of 
tempemnee  tiiat  wmi  ever  held.   It  hae  alieady  done  good,  and  oan  not 

fail  to  do  more.  The  scarcity  of  white  neck-ties  on  the  platform  ho  fully 
atoned  for  by  tbe  presence  of  Kuch  champions  of  reform  and  humanity 
as  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  Lacy  Stone,  and  Mrs.  Jackson,  of  England,  Mrs. 
€.  I.  H.  Kiehole,  Mfs.  Fmneea  B.  Gage,  etc.,  thai  IUm  tbe  abaenoe  of  wine 
Ikom  oar  ^Mttve  boaid  when  it  is  graeed  hj  women,  it  was  the  tiieme  of 
no  general  or  very  x>oint«d  regret.  It  was  a  great  oceaaion,  and  we  know 
truth  was  there  uttered  wliieh  will  bear  fruit  through  eoming  jrean. 

ZVftiMM,  Septmber  7, 1SB8. 

When  the  oaU  of  tiie  Woild*a  Tempemnee  Conrwitimi  wae  iesaed,  we 
were  appealed  to  by  valued  Mends,  whom  we  know  aa  devoted  to  the 

temperance  cause,  to  diaeonntenance  all  efforts  to  get  up  a  rival  Conven- 
tion. "  The  call  is  unexceptionably  broad/*  we  were  reminded,  "it  in- 
vites all  and  excludes  nobody,  then  why  not  accept  it  and  hold  bat  one 
ConTention  t  **  The  question  was  ftir  and  Ibreible,  and  had  there  been  no 
anteeedents  we  should  have  acceded  to  its  object  But  we  could  not  forget 
the  preliminary  meeting  at  the  Brick  Church  Chapel,  and  we  conld  not 
take  the  hazard  of  having  many  whotn  wo  knew  as  among  the  most  effi- 
cient and  faithful  laborers  in  the  Temporauce  cause  shut  outof  a  World's 
Obnventlon  of  Its  advoeates;  so  we  east  our  tot  with  them  about  whose 
eatholicity  of  sentiment  and  action  there  could  be  no  dispute,  and  yea* 
terday's  doings  at  the  Metropolitan  Convention  maintained  the  convic- 
tion created  by  the  whole  World's  Convention  that  our  decision  was 
right. 

We  ask  espeelal  attention  to  the  prooeedhags  of  the  World'to  Conven- 
tion yesterday  morning,  partieolarly  idfh  rsferenee  to  Antirfnette  Brown, 

who  had  been  chosen  by  two  separate  teraporaneo  organizations  of 
men  to  represent  them  at  this  Convention.  How  she  was  received, 
how  treated,  and  how  virtually  crowded  otf  the  platform,  our  report 
most  Halthlhlly  eihiblta.  They  who  are  sore  that  the  Age  of  OblTalry 
is  not  gone,  era  uxged  to  ponder  this  trsatment  of  a  pure  and  high- 
poulod  woman,  a  toacher  of  Christian  truth,  an  ornament  of  her  sex,  and 
an  example  to  all,  by  a  Convention  of  Reformers  and  Gentlemen,  many  of 
them  from  that  section  of  the  Union  where  the  defence  of  woman  from 
insult  has  been  deemed  a  manly  grace,  if  not  *  manly  duty.  We  presmne 
the  matter  win  be  farther  considered  to-day. 

Of  the  Whole  World's  Temperanoe  Convention  a  correspondent  of  The 
Unn  8ays:  "Throughout,  the  meeting  has  been  one  of  intense  {ntere<<t;  not 
a  moment's  flagging,  not  a  poor  or  anworthy  speech  made  by  either  man  or 
woman.  Again  and  again,  as  we  passed  into  tile  large  hall,  filled  with  eager 
listeners^  we  felt  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  sublime  seenes  we  had  ever  looked 


Digitized  by  Google 


513  Hieitory  of  Woman  Suffrage, 


upon.  There  the  audience  remained,  hour  after  hour,  patient,  earnest,  ftill  of 
entbuaiasm,  and  yet  hmidreda  oould  leuioely  hew  %  single  connected  sentence. 
The  m^ioAts  were  women,  but  the  larger  miniber  of  the  epeekcn  were  men. 
The  light  and  equality  b^g  recogniied,  there  waa  ao  knger  a  necessity  for 
controversy  to  maintain  principle,  hence  no  woman  attempted  to  speak  except 
she  had  something  to  say.  Mrs.  Jackson,  of  England,  Mrs.  Nichols,  Mrs. 
Vaughan,  Miss  Stone,  Rev.  A.  L.  Brown,  Lucretia  Mott,  and  Mrs.  F.  D.  Gage 
addreased  the  Oonventloii  daring  tiie  dUftreat  iearione.** 

The  eame  oorrapondent  8a>  8  of  the  World' t  Temperance  Conrention  : There 
vras  one  feature  more  anomalous;  than  the  rejection  and  gagginfj  of  Mies  Rrnwn, 
darker  and  far  more  cruel,  for  it  has  not  the  excuse  of  custom,  nor  can  the  BiMe 
be  tortured  into  any  justification  of  it.  This  was  the  ezcluaion  of  Dr.  James 
HcOane  Smith,  a  gentleman,  a  gndnate  of  the  Xdinhnrgh  Unireriity.  a  mem> 
her  of  a  long-estuMished  temperance  tocietj,  and  a  regularly  appointed  dele> 
gate.  And  wliert'forf  ?  simply  lor  the  reason  that  nature  had  bestovred  nn  In? 
complexion  darkiT,  richer  tint  than  upon  some  of  the  sycophants  who  gath- 
ered there;  it  appears  to  have  been  simply  to  pander  to  a  bigoted  priesthood 
and  a  corrupt  populace." 

In  deciding  the  action  of  the  Convention  to  be  worse  in  its  treat- 
ment toward  Mr.  Smith  than  toward  Miss  Brown,  we  think  The 
Una  correspondent  makes  a  crrave  mistake. 

Ill  puiut  of  courtesy  the  treatment  u\  a  lady  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment, the  peer  of  any  man  in  that  assembly,  with  the  unpardonable 
rudeness  they  did,  was  infinitely  worse  than  to  have  done  the  eame 
thing  to  any  man,  white  or  black,  becaiue  by  every  oode  of  honor 
or  ofaivalry  all  men  are  bonnd  to  defend  woman.  Again,  as  a  ques- 
tion of  monds,  coBtom,  and  prejudice,  they  ocenpied  the  same  posi- 
tion  in  the  State  and  the  Church.  The  ^  white  male  "  in  the  Oon- 
BtitQtions  placed  women  and  black  men  on  the  same  platform  as 
cttizcns.  The  popular  interpretation  of  Scripture  sanctioned  the 
same  injustice  in  both  cases.  In  tho  mouths  of  the  false  prophetic 
"Servants,  obey  your  masters,"  was  used  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
with  equal  effect,  as  "  Wives,  be  in  subjection  to  your  own  husbands." 
"  Servant  of  servants  shall  he  be "  lias  been  used  with  the  same 
prophetic  force  as  the  more  cruel  curse  pronounced  on  woman.  The 
white  man's  Bible  has  been  nnifortnly  Uf^ed  to  show  that  the  degra- 
dation of  tlie  woman  and  the  bhick  man  wa^  in  harmony  with 
God's  will.  On  what  principle  is  proscription  on  account  of  color 
more  cruel  than  on  account  of  sex  ? 

Most  of  the  liberal  men  and  women  now  withdrew  from  all  tem- 
perance organizations,  leaving  the  movement  in  the  hands  of  time- 
serving priests  and  politicians,  who,  being  in  the  majority,  effiBOtnally 
blocked  the  progress  of  tJie  reform  for  tiie  lime— destroying,  as  they 
did,  the  entfaasiasm  of  the  women  in  trying  to  press  it  as  a  moral 
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principle,  and  the  hope  of  the  men,  who  intended  to  carrj  it  as  a 
politittl  aoMiiira.  Heneeforward  women  took  no  aotiYO  part  in 
temperance  untQ  the  Ohio  enuade  revived  them  af;ain  all  over  the 
nation,  and  gathered  the  scattered  ftroea  into  The  Woman's  Ksr 
tional  Christian  Temperaooe  Union,'*  of  which  Miss  Frances  £.  Wil- 
lard  is  prssident  As  now*  so  in  1868,  intelli^nt  women  saw  that 
the  mo6t  direct  way  to  effect  any  reform  was  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
laws  and  lawmakers.  Hence  they  turned  their  attoition  to  rolling 
up  petitions  for  the  civil  and  political  rights  of  women,  to  hearings 
before  legislatures  and  constitutional  conventions,  giving  their  most 
perBi'pitent  efforts  to  the  reform  technically  called  "  Woman's  Rights." 

Silvan  B.  Anthony  had  a  similar  battle  to  fight  in  the  edncational 
conventions.  Hnving  been  a  successful  teacher  in  the  State  of  New 
York  tlfteen  years  of  her  life,  she  had  .seen  the  need  of  many  im- 
provements in  the  mode  of  teaching  and  in  the  rtunitary  arrange- 
ments of  school  buildings;  and  more  than  all,  the  iujii.stice  to 
women  in  their  half-pay  as  teachers.  Her  interest  in  educational 
conventions  was  first  roused  bj  listening  to  a  tedious  disonssion  at 
Elmira  on  the  ''Divine  ordinance"  of  flogging  children,  in  which 
Charles  Anthony,  principal  of  the  Albany  Academy,  quoted  Solo- 
mon's injunction,  *'  Spare  the  rod,  and  spoil  the  child." 

In  1863,  the  annual  convention  being  hehl  in  Bochester,  her 
place  of  Tssidence,  Ifiss  Anthony  consdentioDsIy  attended  all  the 
sessions  throngh  three  entire  days.  After  having  listened  for  hours 
to  a  disonssion  as  to  the  reason  why  the  prafeflsion  of  teacher  was 
not  as  much  respected  as  that  of  the  lawyer,  minister,  or  doctor, 
without  once,  as  she  thought,  touching  the  kernel  of  the  question, 
she  arose  to  untie  for  them  the  Gordian  knot,  and  said,  "  ^[r. 
President."  If  all  the  witches  that  had  been  drowned,  burned,  and 
hung  in  the  Old  World  and  the  New  had  suddenly  appeared  on  the 
platform,  threatening  vengeance  for  their  wrone:B,  the  officers  of 
that  convention  could  not  have  been  thrown  into  greater  consterna- 
tion. 

There  stood  that  Quaker  girl,  calm  and  self-possedeed,  while  with 
hasty  consultations*  nmning  to  and  fro,  those  lightened  men  could 
not  decide  what  to  do;  how  to  receive  this  aodaeious  invader  of 
their  sphere  of  actum.  At  length  Prssident  Davies,  of  West  Point, 
in  fhll  drew,  boff  vest,  blue  coat,  gOt  buttons,  stepped  to  the  front, 
and  said,  in  a  tremulous*  moolring  tone^  **  What  will  the  lady  have  I " 

I  wish,  sir,  to  speak  to  the  question  under  discassion,"  Miss  An- 
thony replied.    The  Professor,  more  perplexed  than  before,  said: 

What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Convention  I "  A  gentleman  moved 
88 
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that  she  ehoiild  be  heard ;  another  eeoonded  the  motion ;  whereopon 
a  discuBsion  pro  and  con  followed,  lasting  fall  half  an  hour,  when  a 
vote  of  the  men  only  was  taken,  and  perraiseion  granted  by  a  small 
majoritj ;  and  lucky  for  her,  too,  was  it,  that  the  thousand  women 
crowding  that  hall  could  not  vote  on  the  question,  for  thev  would 
have  given  a  solid  no."  The  preaident  then  announced  the  vote, 
and  fiaid  :  "  The  lady  can  speak." 

We  can  easily  imagine  the  embarrassment  under  which  Miss 
Anthony  arose  after  that  half  hour  of  suspense,  and  the  bitter  hos- 
tility she  noted  on  every  side.  However,  with  a  clear,  distinct 
voice,  which  filled  the  hall,  bhe  said  :  "  It  seems  to  me,  gentlemen, 
that  none  of  you  quite  comprehend  the  cause  of  the  disrespect  of 
which  jon  compkin.  Do  yon  not  see  that  so  long  as  society  says 
a  woman  is  incompetent  to  be  a  lawyer,  minister,  or  dootor,  bnt  has 
ample  abilitj  to  be  a  teacher,  that  every  man  of  yon  who  dioofles 
this  profcBsiOD  taeitly  acknowledges  that  he  has  no  more  brains 
thanawomant  And  this,  too^  is  the  reason  that  teaching  is  a  less 
hmrative  profession,  as  hers  men  mnst  compete  with  the  cheap  labor 
of  woman.  Would  you  exalt  yonr  piro&ssion,  exalt  those  who  labor 
w  ith  yon.  Wonld  yon  make  it  more  lucrative,  increase  flie  salaries 
of  the  women  cngsged  in  the  noble  work  of  educating  onr  fbtnre 
Presidents,  Senators,  and  Congressmen." 

This  said,  Misa  Anthony  took  her  seat,  amid  the  profoundest 
silence,  broken  at  last  by  three  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Cruttenden, 
Coburn,  and  Faiming,  walking  down  the  broad  aisle  to  congratulate 
the  speaker  on  her  pi  nek  and  perseverance,  and  the  pertinency  of 
her  remarks.  The  editor  of  Ths  Rochester  Democrat  said  the  next 
morninir,  that  ''whatever  the  schoolmasters  might  think  of  Miss 
Anthonv,  it  wjis  evident  that  she  hit  the  nail  on  the  head." 

To  give  the  women  of  to-day  some  idea  of  what  it  cost  those  who 
first  thrust  themselves  into  these  conventions,  at  the  dose  of  the 
session  Hiss  A.  heard  women  remarking :  "  Did  you  ever  see  any- 
thing like  this  performance!"  was  actually  ashamed  of  my 
eez.**  "  I  felt  so  mortified  I  really  wished  the  fioor  wonld  open  and 
swallow  me  np."  Who  can  that  creature  bet"  **Slie  mnst  be 
adreadfbl  woman  to  get  up  that  way  and  speskin  pnblie."  **I 
was  so  mad  at  those  three  men  making  such  a  parade  to  shake 
hands  with  her ;  that  will  just  encourage  her  tospeak  again."  Tliese 
ladies  had  probably  all  been  to  theatres,  concerts,  operas,  and  gone 
ipto  ecstasies  over  Fanny  Kemble,  Rachel,  and  Jenny  Lind ;  and 
Fanny  Elsler,  balanced  on  one  toe,  the  other  foot  in  the  air,  without 
having  their  delicacy  shocked  in  the  least.   Bnt  a  simple  Quaker 
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girl  rising  in  a  teachers'  convention  to  make  a  common -senpc 
remark  modestly,  dres.sed,  making  no  display  of  her  neck,  or  arms, 
or  Ic^  80  tried  their  delicate  sensibilities  that  they  were  almost 
Afhiid  to  attend  the  next  ■ooidon. 

At  the  opening  of  the  next  morning's  eesnon,  after  Miaa  Anthony's 
•d^bnt,  Prdtessor  Datries,  in  all  his  majeatj  and  pomposity,  with  his 
Ihnmhs  in  the  ann-holes  of  his  regolation  buff  vest)  called  the  Con- 
mention  to  order,  and  said:  **I  have  been  asked  by  several  persons, 
■why  no  proTisions  have  been  made  lor  women  to  speak,  and  vote, 
s>nd  act  on  committees,  in  these  assemblies  ?  "  My  answer  is,  "  Be  , 
lold  yonder  beautiful  pilaster  of  tliis  superb  hall !  contemplate  its 
pedestal,  its  shaft,  its  rich  entablature,  the  crowning  glory  of  the 
whole.  Each  and  all  the  parts  in  their  appropriate  place  contribute 
to  the  strength,  symmetry,  and  beauty  of  the  whole.  Could  I  aid 
in  taking  down  that  magnificent  entablature  from  its  proud  eleva- 
tion, and  placing  it  in  the  dust  and  dirt  that  surround  the  pedestal  i 
Neither  could  I  drag  down  the  mother,  wife,  and  daughter,  whom 
we  worBhi])  as  beings  of  a  higher  order,  on  the  common  plane  of  life 
with  ourselves." 

If  all  men  were  pedestals  and  shafts  capable  of  holding  the  wom- 
tjn  of  their  households  above  the  dirt  and  dust  of  common  life,  in 
n  serene  atmosphere  of  peace  and  plenty,  the  good  professor's  re- 
marks  would  have  had  some  signiiicance ;  but  as  the  hardens  of 
existence  rest  equally  on  the  shonlders  of  men  and  women,  and  we 
mnst  eyer  struggle  together  on  a  common  plane  for  braad,  his 
metaphor  has  no  foundation.  Kiss  Anthony  attended  these  teachers' 
^onTsntions  ^m  year  to  year,  at  Osw^go^  Utioa,  Pooghkeepsie,  Loek- 
port,  Syracnse,  nuking  the  same  demands  for  equal  plaoe  and  pay, 
-nntiL  she  had  tiie  satisfaction  to  see  every  right  conceded.  Women 
sspeaking  and  voting  on  all  questions ;  appointed  on  committees,  and 
-to  prepare  reports  and  addresses,  elected  officers  of  the  Association, 
iuid  seated  on  the  platforms.  In  1856,  she  was  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee herself,  to  report  on  the  question  of  oo-education ;  and  at 
'Troy,  before  a  magnificent  audience  of  the  most  intelligent  men 
«nd  women  of  the  State,  she  read  her  report,  which  the  pr^  pro- 
nounced able  and  conclusive.  The  President,  Mr.  Hazcltine,  of 
New  York,  congratulating  Miss  Anthony  on  her  address,  said  :  "  As 
much  as  I  am  compelled  to  admire  your  rhetoric  and  logic,  the  mat- 
ter and  manner  of  your  address  and  its  delivery,  I  would  rather 
follow  a  daughter  of  mine  to  her  grave,  than  to  have  her  deliver 
^uch  an  address  l)efore  such  an  assembly."  Superintendent  Randall, 
overhearing  the  President,  added ;  "  I  should  be  proud,  Madam,  if 
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I  had  a  daughter  capable  of  making  such  an  eloquent  and  finished 
arguthent,  before  this  or  any  assembly  of  laen  and  women.  I  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  triumphant  success." 

In  1857,  at  Binghamton,  Professor  Fowler,  of  Rochester,  took 
up  the  gauntlet  thrown  down  by  Miss  Anthony,  and  presented  the 
other  8i<le  of  the  question,  taking  the  ground  that  l)oys  and  girls 
gliMiild  not  be  educated  together,  and  that  women  should  not  be  paid 
equal  wages  even  for  equally  good  work.  The  gentlemen  who  sus- 
tained the  side  demanding  equal  rights  for  women  in  these  conven- 
tions, were  Buidill,  lUoe,  CfnittendMi,  Oav«rt»  Finning,  Johonett, 
Cobnni,  Wilder,  and  Funiunii.  The  oppodtion  was  led  by  Davies, 
Yalentiiie,  Buckley,  Anthony  (not  8.  B.  A.),  Booe,  an  old  baohelor, 
the  bntt  of  ridienle,  the  down  of  the  Oonvention ;  and  MeEUigott, 
the  latter  hardly  ranking  with  the  rest,  for  though  opposed,  he  was 
always  a  genttemsn,  the  others  being  ofttimes  so  ooarse.  in  their 
sneers  and  innuendoes,  that  they  disgraced  the  positions  they  occu- 
pied, as  the  educators  of  the  youth  of  the  State.  In  the  discussion 
at  Binghamton,  wliere  Migs  Anthony  introduced  a  resolution  in 
favor  of  co-education,  Mr.  McElligott  said  "he  was  in  fikvor  of 
allowing  her  full  and  equal  opportunity  with  any  ether  member  to 
present  resolutions,  or  to  cjill  them  up  for  discussion.  Standing  up 
as  she  does  before  large  audiences,  to  advocate  what  she  conscien- 
tiously considers  the  rights  and  privileges  of  her  sax,  gives  a  touch 
of  moral  sublimity  to  our  proceedings  worthy  the  admiration  of  all.*' 

Professor  Davies  denounced  the  resolutions  in  the  stronirest  terms. 
"  lie  had  for  four  years  been  tryiui;  to  escape  this  discussion ;  but 
if  the  question  must  come,  let  it  be  liol<lly  met  and  disposed  of. 
These  resolutions  involve  a  great  social  rather  than  an  educational 
question,  calculated  to  introduce  a  vast  social  evil ;  they  are  the  first 
step  in  that  school  which  seeks  to  abolish  marriage,  and  behind  the 
picture  presented  by  them,  I  see  a  moister  of  deformity."* 
.  In  view  of  the  grand  experiment  of  eo^ucation,  so  suooessful 
in  every  part  of  our  oountiy,  the  fean  of  those  timid  men  thirt7 
years  ago  provoke  nothing  now  but  a  passing  smile.  How  few  of 
them  with  a  sober  fsce  could  at  this  time  defend  their  old  positions. 
It  is  eredltaUe  to  the  stronger  sex  that  so  many  men  in  all  those 

*  The  Binghamlon  Jkttiy  IteptMiean  Mid  :  MiM  Anthony  vindicated  hv  rMOlations 
with  great  eloqaeoce,  spirit,  and  dignity,  Hid  ibowed  b«iMilf  a  match,  at  Uaat,  In  d«> 
bate,  for  any  member  of  flM  Oomntton.  Sha  wa«  e^ual  it  not  identical.  Whatafarniay 
be  thoogbt  or  her  notionti,  or  Mnse  of  propriety  in  her  bold  and  conspicaonn  poi^ltlona, 
peraonally,  intellectoally,  and  socially  speaking,  there  can  be  bat  one  opinion  as  to  her 
mperior  aUlltjf  anoigjt  *nd  moral  oonrage ;  and  ebe  may  well  be  regarded  a«  ui  evangel 
•ad  herotne  l>7  ber  MK ;  «lpeel•^y  by  tlM  **  Straot  Minded 
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oncountera,  took  no  coiiiisel  with  their  fears  nor  prejudioes,  but  see- 
ing the  principle  steadfastly  uiaintained  it. 

Bnt  the  temperance  and  educational  convention?,  the  elor^T  and 
the  pedagognes,  were  alike  abandoned  now  for  the  legislators.  All 
this  escapading  of  Miss  Anthony's  wa.s  mere  child's  play,  compared 
with  the  steady  bombardment  kept  up  until  the  war  on  the  lej?isla- 
tors  of  the  Empire  State.  Calls,  appeals,  petitions  to  rouse  the 
women,  fell  like  snow-flakes  in  every  county,  asking  for  Uie  efvil 
and  politioal  righto  of  woman  ;  thej  were  carried  into  the  Legisla- 
ture frequent  hearings  seonred,  the  members  debating  the  ques- 
tion as  botlj  there  as  it  had  already  been  discussed  in  popular  oon- 
ventions.  Aa  New  York  could  boast  a  laiger  number  of  strong* 
minded  women  than  any  other  State,  whose  continuity  of  purpose 
knew  no  variableness  nor  shadow  of  tuning,  the  i^tation  was  per- 
sistently oontinued^in  all  directions. 

THE  SYRACUSE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION, 
September  8.  9,  and  10. 1852. 

This  Convention,  lasting  three  days,  was  in  many  respects  remark- 
able, even  for  that  "  Citv  of  Conventions."  It  called  out  immense 
audiences,  attracted  many  eminent  persons  from  different  ])oints  of 
the  State,  and  was  most  favorably  noticed  by  the  press ;  the  debates 
were  unusuaUy  earnest  and  brilliant,  and  the  proceedings  orderly  and 
harmonious  throughout.  Notwithstanding  an  admission  fee  of  one 
sliilling,  the  City  Hall  was  densely  packed  at  every  session,  and  at 
the  hour  of  adjournment  it  waa  with  diflleulty  that  the  audience 
could  gain  the  street  The  preliminary*  editorials  of  the  city  papers 
reflected  their  own  eonsemtive  or  progressive  tendencies. 

In  no  one  respect  were  the  partkipanto  in  these  early  OooTentions 
more  unsparingly  ridiculed,  and  more  maliciously  falsified,  than  in 
their  personal  appearance;  it  may  therefore  be  wise  to  say  that  in 
dignity  and  grace  of  manner  and  style  of  dress,  the  majority  of  these 
ladies  were  superior  to  the  mass  of  women ;  while  the  neat  and 
nnfldomed  Quaker  cost4ime  waa  worn  by  some,  many  others  were 
elegantly  and  fashionably  attired ;  two  of  them  in  such  extreme  style 

•  The  Datiy  .Standard,  Sept.  8th,  1863,  said :  The  Woman's  KlgLts  CoDTontton  will  «»- 
MBhteaft  Um  dty  HiU  tkto  flMtniiig;  Sonw  of  flu  umI  abto  nomw  of  Um  oomtoj 

will  be  preneDt,  and  the  discussion  can  not  fldl  to  be  pirttcnlarly  lnt«reBtln|r. 

Tht  jiaOff  <S(ar,  a  pro-Alavery  paper  of  the  BMMt]»ODOiiaced  and  reckleaa  dioracter,  naid : 
The  wooMii  M«  eomlog  I  ThefSockln«poniuftoBeveiyqiiMtar,oll  toheortad  taUc 

about  Woman's  Rlifhta.  The  blue  stockinKB  are  a?  thick  as  c^sshoppers  In  hay-tlmf, 
aud  ini^tjr  will  be  the  force  of  "jaw-logic"  and  "  broom-stick  ethlca  "  preached  by  the 
females  of  both  aexee. 
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as  to  call  forth  mneh  eritioisiii  from  the  majority,  to  whom  a  happy 
mediiini  aeemed  detirable. 

The  Gonventioii  was  called  to  order  by  Psoliiia  WHght  Davis, 
chairmaD  of  the  Oentral  Oommittee,  and  prayer  offisred  bj  ihe  Ber 
Samnel  J.  May,  pastor  of  the  Hmtarian  Oliurah  in  Syrsense. 

Although  this  was  the  fint  Womaa's  Bij^ts  Oonvention  at  which 
Mr.  May  was  ever  present,  he  had  been  represented  in  nearly  all  by 
letter,  and  as  early  as  1845  had  preached  an  able  sermon  advocating' 
the  aocial,  civil,  and  political  rights  of  woman:  He  had  been  an  early 
convert  to  this  doctrine,  and  enjoyed  telling  the  manner  of  his  eon^ 
version.  Speaking  once  in  Providence  on  the  question  of  slavery, 
he  was  attracted  by  the  eamebt  attention  he  received  from  an  intel- 
ligent-looking woman.  At  the  close  of  the  mectinfj,  she  said  to  him  :. 
"  I  have  listened  to  von  with  an  interegt  that  only  a  woman  can  feel. 
I  doubt  whether  you  see  bow  much  of  your  dcncription  of  the  help- 
less dependence  of  slaves  applies  equally  t<»  all  women."  She  ran 
the  parallel  rapidly,  quoting  law  and  cutitoin,  inaintaiaiug  her  assei- 
tiou  su  perfectly  that  Mr.  May's  eyes  were  opened  at  once,  and  he 
promised  the  lady  to  give  the  subject  his  immediate  consideration. 

Lncy  Stone  read  the  call  *  and  Qxpreaied  the  wish  that  every  one 
preient,  even  if  averse  to  the  new  demands  by  women,  wonld  take 
part  in  the  debates,  as  it  was  the  troth  on  this  question  its  advocates 
were  seeking.  Among  (ihe  moat  noticeable  fbatnres  of  iheae  early 
Conventions  was  the  welcome  given  to  opposing  aignmenta. 


•TBB  NATIONAL  WOMAN'S  RIGHTS  OONYINTION. 

The  friend!  of  equality,  jusitice,  and  truth  are  earnestly  Invited     inct-t  In  Syracuse, 
T.,  Sept.  Sth,  9i\  and  10th,  \>^'2,  to  dlncnBS  the  ImportHnt  question  of  "  WomanV  RlirMa."" 
We  propose  to  review  nut  only  the  past  and  consider  the  present,  but  to  marlc  out  new 
Md  broader  paths  for  fha  future. 

The  time  has  come  for  the  discussion  of  woman's  social,  civil,  and  relicn'ous  rights,  and 
also  for  a  thorough  and  efficient  organisatioD ;  a  well-digosted  plau  uf  operation  where- 
by laeae  aoelBl  itirbta,  for  whldi  oar  lUbeis  ibvaht,  Mad,  and  dl^ 

Let  wiimun  n>i  longer  pupliiely  endure  the  evils  she  may  escape,  but  with  her  own  right 
band  carve  out  for  herself  a  higher,  nobler  deatlny  than  has  heretofore  been  hers.  loas- 
mnch  as  through  tba  toMy  and  frobeeflltj  of  woman,  tbe  race  la  iriiat  ti  la,  dwarfM  la 
mind  nnd  body;  and  as  through  her  alona It oaa yai be redMDMd, dl  an eqvally tatiaw 
ested  in  the  objects  of  this  Convention. 

We  therefore  solemnly  urge  those  men  and  women  wbo  desire  the  elevation  of  bnmanlty, 
to  t<e  present  at  tbo  coming  Convention,  and  aid  us  by  their  wisdom.  Our  platform  will 
b  fr*  to  nil  who  are  capable  of  diacosaing  tbo  aablect  with  candor  and  tratb.  0» 
betialf  uf  the  Central  Committer, 

Busaaan  Cairr  Stanw, 

pArxiTJA  Wright  Dayib, 

Wu.LtUI  UXKKT  CBAXHIKO, 

LUCT  Stooii, 
SAiim  J.  Mat. 
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The  Nomiaathig  Clommitteo  reported  the  li^^t  of  ofiEleers,*  with 
Lncrefcia  Mott  as  permanent  President.  She  asked  that  the  vote  he 
taken  separately,  as  there  might  be  objections  to  her  appointment. 
The  entire  audience  (except  her  husband,  who  g^ave  an  emphatic 
"  No  1  '*)  voted  in  her  fevor.  The  very  fact  that  Mrs.  Mott  consented, 
under  any  circumBtances,  to  preside  over  a  promiscuous  assemblage, 
was  proof  of  the  progress  of  liberal  ideas,  as  four  years  previously 
she  had  strenuously  opf>o8ed  placing  a  woman  in  that  position,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  by  presiding  over  a  meeting  to  which 
there  was  an  admission  fee,  she  rendered  herself  liable  to  expulsion. 
The  vote  being  taken,  Mrtj.  Mott,  who  sat  far  back  in  tlic  audience, 
walked  forward  to  the  platform,  her  sweet  face  and  placid  manners 
ftt  onee  wfainfng  the  ^nfidenoe  of  the  Midienoe.  This  impraeBion 
was  ftarther  deepened  bj  lier  opeidiig  remeirka.  She  ndd  the  was 
nnpractloed  in  partiamftntary  pfoceedinga,  andftlt  honelf  inoompetent 
to  f  olflll  the  dntieB  of  the  positioQ  now  praeeed  upon  her,  and  waa 
quite  nnpfepezed  to  make  a  aaitaUe  apeeeh.  She  aaked  the  leriona 
and  reapeetftJ  atteatiim  of  the  Convention  to  the  bnahieaB  befoie 
them,  leferred  to  the  aooooM  that  had  thoa  far  attended  die  move- 
ment, the  respect  shown  by  the  prefls^  and  the  &Tor  with  which  the 
public  generally  had  received  these  new  demaada,  and  closed  by  in- 
viting the  cordial  oo-opcration  of  all  present. 

In  commenting  upon  Mrs.  Mott's  opening  address,  the  preas  of  the 
city  declared  it  to  have  been  "  better  expressed  and  far  more  appro- 
priate than  those  heard  on  similar  occasions  in  political  and  legisla- 
tive assemblages."  The  choice  of  Mrs.  Mott  as  Pre«;i(lent  was  pre- 
eminently wise  ;  of  mature  years,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
in  which  woman  was  held  as  an  e<|ual,  with  undoubted  right  to 
speak  in  pubUc,  and  the  still  broader  experience  of  the  Anti-Slavery 

•  JMbnt— Lneretift  Mott,  PblltdelphU. 

Ftof-iVrtidCTU*.— Paulloa  Wright  Davi»,  Rhode  Island;  Caroline  M.  Severance,  Ohio; 
EUzabeib  Oakea  SmiUi,  New  York ;  Clarlna  I.  H.  Mlehol*,  Vermont;  Gerrlt  SmiUi, 
Feterboro ;  Sarah  L.  Miller,  Pennsylvania. 

Stcr<tarie».—9>\itaa  B.  Anthony,  Mortha  C.  Wright,  Samuel  J,  May,  Lydia  F.  Fovler. 

B^tsineAS  OrfrnmitUe . — Elizabeth  Oakee  Smith,  Lucy  Stone,  Caroliue  M.  Severnncp, 
Harriot  K.  Hunt,  Jane  Elizabeth  Jonee,  James  Mott,  Ernestine  L.  Rose,  Elizabeth  VV. 
Fhflllpe,  PUny  tetOOf  Benjamin  8.  Jones. 

Ommittee  on  ^itaNoe.— Roea  Smith,  Joeoph  Savage,  Caroline  M.  Severance . 

Mttny  earnest  friends  beside  the  oiBccrs  were  present  and  took  port  in  the  discosslons ; 
aaonr  Uiem  Any  Poet,  Muy  and  flwuli  HaDowell,  Oafharim  A.  F.  BtebMni,  Tbomaa 
and  Mary  Ann  McCllntock,  Elizabeth  Smith  Miller,  Rev.  Lydla  .\nn  JenkliiR,  R-v. 
Antoinette  L.  Brown,  Lydia  Mott,  Fb«be  H.  Jones,  Maiy  a1  Spriogstead,  Abby  H. 
FHee,  Rev.  Abraham  Pitim,  Ettn  A.  Aldilch,  editor  GtiOm  ^ LUtHgtlh,  Catobwn,  of 
McGrawvOIo  CoOegv ;  Matilda  Jodyn  Oaffi,  lydla  F.  Bavage,  Sarah  Hallock,  aiUBth  M, 
Cooper. 
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platform,  she  was  well  fitted  to  guide  the  proceedings  and  enoourage 
the  expression  of  opinions  from  those  to  whom  public  spealdnfr  was 
an  untried  experiment.  "It  was  a  sin']^nlar  spectacle,"  said  the 
Syracuse  Standard,  "  to  see  this  gray-haired  matron  presiding  over 
a  Convention  with  an  eaBc,  dignity,  and  grace  tliat  might  be  envied 
bj  the  most  experienced  legislator  in  the  country.'' 

Delegates  were  present  from  Canada  and  eight  different  States. 
Letters  were  received  from  Mrs.  Marion  Reid,  of  England,  author  of 
an  able  work  upon  woman  ;  from  John  Neal,  of  Maine,  the  veteran 
temperance  reformer;  from  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  liev.  William 
Heniy  Ohatming,  Bev.  A.  D,  Mayo,  Margaret  H.  Andrews.  Sarah  D. 
Fish,  AngeUna  Grimk^  Weld,  Eb'sabeth  Cedy  Stanton,  from  G.  W. 
Johnson,  chairman  of  the  State  Gmraiittee  of  the  Idbertj  party,  and 
Horace  Greeley,  the  woridrrenowned  editor  of  the  ^Mnrns,  Hr. 
Johnson's  letter  enclosed  tendoUan  and  the  following  sentiments: 
1.  Woman  has,  equally  with  man,  the  inalienafale  right  to  edneation, 
suffrage,  offloe^  property,  professions,  titles,  and  honora— to  life^  lib- 
erty, and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  2.  False  to  our  aes,  as  well  as  her 
own,  and  false  to  herself  and  to  God,  is  the  woman  who  approves,  or 
who  submits  without  resistance  or  protest,  to  the  social  and  political 
wrongs  imposed  upon  her  in  common  with  the  rest  of  her  sex 
throughout  the  world. 

Mrs.  Stanton's  letter*  presented  tliree  suggestions  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Convention,  viz. :  That  all  women  owning  property 
should  refuse  to  pay  taxes  as  lung  a?*  unrepre^^ented  ;  that  man  and 
woman  should  be  educated  together,  and  the  abuse  of  the  religious 
element  in  woman.  This  letter  created  much  discussion,  accom- 
panied as  it  was  by  a  series  of  resolutions  of  the  moat  radical  char- 
acter, which  were  finally,  with  one  exception,  adopted.  Thus  at 
that  early  day  was  the  action  of  thase  women,  who  have  since  refused 
to  pay  taxes,  prefigured  and  suggested.  One  of  the  remarkable 
aspects  of  this  reform,  is  the  foct  that  from  the  first  its  iull  signifi- 
cance was  seen  by  many  of  the  women  who  inaugoiatad  It 

HOBAOE  OBEELBT's  LXTTBB* 

JXkw  Tome,  BepL  1,  1868. 

My  FRncxD: — I  have  once  or  twice  been  urged  to  attend  a  Convention 
of  tho  advocateti  of  woman's  riKlits;  and  tliough  compliance  has  never 
b^eu  withm  my  power,  I  have  a  right  to  infer  that  some  friends  of  the 
oause  desire  suggestions  ftmn  me  with  regard  to  the  best  means  of  ad- 
vancing it.  I  thereftm  ▼entaro  to  submit  some  thoughts  on  that  sab- 

*  See  Appendix. 
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jeot.  To  mf  ttilnd  the  Bread  problaan  liee  at  the  base  of  all  the  desira- 
ble and  practical  reforms  which  our  age  meditates.  Not  that  bread  is 
intrinsically  more  important  to  man  than  Temperance,  Intelligenfe.  . 
Morality,  and  Religion,  but  that  it  is  essential  to  the  Just  appreciutiou 
of  all  thMe.  Vainly  do  m  prsMli  the  blesdngs  of  temperuiee  to  hnmaa 
beings  ovadled  In  hunger,  and  8iifll»ring  at  intervalB  the  agonies  of  famine ; 
idly  do  wo  commend  intellectual  cnlture  to  those  whoso  minds  are  daily 
racked  with  the  dark  problem,  "  How  shall  we  procure  food  for  the  mor- 
row t "  Morality,  religion,  are  but  words  to  him  who  tlshes  in  the  gut- 
ten  tat  the  meau  of  sastalning  life,  and  enmchee  behfaid  barrele  In  the 
Btraet  for  shelter  fbom  flie  eufctlng  blasts  of  4  idntev^s  vH^t. 

Before  all  questions  of  intellectual  training  or  political  franchises  for 
women,  not  to  speak  of  euoh  a  trifle  as  costume, do  I  place  the  question  of 
enlarged  opportunities  for  work;  of  a  more  extended  and  diversified  field 
of  employment.  The  silk  ooltore  and  manufacture  firmly  estabUshed 
andtiirifHlypffOseeatedtothe  extentof  oar  home  demand  Cor  ellk,  would 
be  worth  everything  to  Ameriean  women.  Our  now  fMble  and  infantile 
schools  of  design  should  be  encouraged  with  the  same  view.  A  wider 
and  more  prof^perous  development  of  our  Manufacturing  Industry  will 
increase  the  demand  for  female  labor,  thus  euhanoing  its  average  reward 
and  elevating  tiie  aoeial  poeilion  of  woman.  I  tmsttiiefhtiuehaai  there- 
fore, mneh  good  in  stars  ibr  the  less  muscular  half  of  tiie  human  mee. 

But  the  reform  here  anticipated  should  be  inaugnrated  in  our  own 
households.  I  know  how  idle  is  the  expectation  of  any  gonoral  and  per- 
manent enhancement  of  the  wages  of  any  class  or  condition  above  the 
level  of  equation  of  Supply  and  Den^uad;  yet  it  sesms  to  me  that  the 
Mends  of  woman's  r^te  may  wisely  and  worthily  set  llio  esample  of 
paying  Juster  prices  for  female  assistance  in  their  hoasebolds  than  those 
now  current.  If  they  would  but  resolve  never  to  pay  a  capable,  efficient 
woman  less  than  two^thirds  the  wages  paid  to  a  vigorous,  effective  man 
employed  in  some  eocrsq^onding  vocation,  tbey  wonld  very  essentiidly 
aid  the  movement  now  in  progiees  for  ttie  general  reeognitton  and  eon- 
ception  of  Equal  Rights  to  Woman. 

Society  is  clearly  unjust  to  woman  in  according  her  but  four  to  eight 
dollars  per  month  for  labor  equally  repugnant  with,  and  more  protracted 
than  that  of  men  of  equal  intelligence  and  relattve  efficiency,  whose  serv- 
loee  oommand  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  per  month.  If;  then,  the  Mends 
itf  W<mian*8  Rights  could  .sot  the  world  an  example  of  paying  for  female 
service,  not  the  lowest  pittance  which  stern  NLcessity  may  compel  the 
defenceless  to  accept,  but  as  approximately  fair  and  liberal  compensation 
for  the  work  actually  done,  as  determined  by  a  careful  comparison  with 
the  reeompense  of  otiber  labor,  I  believe  they  would  give  ^eir  oanse  an 
impulse  whieh  eonld  not  be  pennanentl^  rssisted. 

With  protonnd  esteem,  yonrs,  Hobaob  Gbbbuet. 

MB8.  Pavliha  W.  Davis,  Providenee,  R.  L 

Mr.  Greeley's  letter  bore  two  remarkable  aspects.  First,  be  recog- 
nised the  poverty  of  woman  as  doeely  connected  with  her  dograda- 
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tlon.  One  of  the  brightest  anti-alaveiy  orators  was  at  that  time  in 
the  habit  of  gayinsr,  "  It  is  not  the  press,  nor  the  pulpit,  which  rules 
'  t!ie  country,  but  the  counting-room  "  ;  proring  his  assertion  bv  phow- 
ing  the  greater  power  of  commerce  and  money,  than  of  intellect  and 
morality.  So  Mr.  Greeley  saw  the  purse  to  be  woman's  first  need  ; 
that  Bhe  must  control  money  in  order  to  help  herself  to  freedom. 

Second,  ignoring  woman's  pauperized  condition  just  admitted,  he 
suggested  that  women  engaged  in  this  reform  should  pay  those  em- 
ployed in  the  household  larger  wages  than  was  customary,  although 
these  very  women  were  dependent  upon  others  for  their  shelter, 
lood,  and  dodiM ;  bo  impoMlble  is  U  for  a  govmning  dasB  to  nnder- 
Btaad  tile  helpleatneaB  of  depeodeatB,  and  to  folly  ocimprahend  the 
diaabilitiM  of  a  nibjeet  dasB. 

The  declaration  of  aentunentB*  adopted  at  the  WestdieBter  Oon- 
Tention  was  read  by  Martha  O.  Wright,  and  commented  upon  aa 
foUowB  by 

CL.AKINA  Howard  Nichols:  There  is  no  limit  to  personal  reeponsi- 
bllitf.  Oar  duties  are  iHde  as  the  worlds  and  aa  tei^reaobing  as  the 
bounds  of  human  endaanror.  Womaa  and  man  most  aot  togetiier;  she, 

his  helper.  She  haa  no  sphere  pecnliiir  to  herself,  because  she  could  not 
then  bo  his  helper.  It  is  only  since  I  have  met  the  varied  responeibilities 
of  life,  that  I  have  comprehended  woman's  sphere;  and  I  have  come  to  re- 
gard it  aa  lying  witUn  the  whole  dnmmlimrenea  of  hwnaoity.  as  ia 
•laimed  bj  the  most  nltia  opponents  of  tbe  wife's  legal  individuality,  tha 
interest s  nf  the  parties  are  identical,  then  I  claim  as  a  legitimate  conclu- 
eion  that  their  sphoros  are  also  identical.  For  intereetg  detennine  duties, 
and  daties  are  the  land-marks  of  spheres.  The  dependence  of  the  sexes  is 
matoaL 

It  Is  in  behalf  of  our  eons,  tbeftatoremenof  tlieBepabIio,aswe11aeof 

oar  danghters,  its  future  mothers,  that  we  claim  the  full  development  of 
onr  energies  by  education,  and  legal  protection  in  the  control  of  all  the 
issues  and  profits  of  our  lives  called  property.  Woman  luupt  seek  in- 
fluence, independence,  representation,  that  she  may  have  power  to  aid 
in  the  elevation  of  the  homan  vaoe.  When  men  kindly  set  aside  woman 
ttom.  the  National  Conneils,  they  say  the  moral  field  belongs  to  her;  and 
the  strongest  reason  why  woman  should  seek  a  more  elevated  position, 
is  because  her  moral  Hunceptibilities  are  greater  than  those  of  man. 

Mrs.  MoTT  thought  differently  from  Mrs.  Nichols;  she  did  not  believe 
that  woman*B  motal  feelings  were  more  elevated  than  man*a;  but  that 
with  the  same  opportonities  for  development,  with  the  same  restrietlons 
and  penalties,  these  would  probably  be  aboat  aa  equal  maniintation  of 
virtue. 

£li£ABSTH  Oakbs  Smith:  My  friends,  do  we  realize  for  what  purpose 
we  aie  eonvened  f  Do  we  ftiUy  nndsrstand  tiiat  we  aim  at  nothing  less 

*  See  Fenaqrlvanl*  Chspter,  page  8U0l 
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than  an  entire  Babveni<m  of  the  present  order  of  society,  a  ditsolation 
of  the  whole  eiipting  social  compact  f  Do  we  pee  thftt  it  is  not  an  error 
of  to-day,  nor  of  yesterday,  a^^ainst  which  we  are  lifting  up  the  voice  of 
dissent,  but  that  it  is  against  the  hoory-headed  eixor  of  all  times— error 
honM  ommrd  ftom  fho  lbot-iwliit«  of  tho  fiitt  pair  cjeoted  ftiom  Fwra> 
dite,  down  to  oar  own  time  ?  In  vlaw  of  all  this,  it  does  seem  to  me  tha;t 
we  should  each  and  all  feel  as  if  anointed,  sanctified,  set  apart  as  to  a 
great  mission.  It  seems  to  me  that  wp  who  straggle  to  restore  the  divine 
order  to  the  world,  should  feel  as  if  under  the  very  eye  of  the  Eternal 
BeaMher  of  all  beorta,  irtio  wOl  M|)«ot  aaj  aaorffloe  othar  than  a  pom 
offering. 

We  are  staid  to  be  a  "  few  disaffected,  embittered  women,  met  for  ttie 
purpose  of  giving  vent  to  petty  personal  spleen  and  domestic  discon- 
tent" I  repel  the  charge;  and  I  call  upon  every  woman  here  to  repel 
tha  ahaige.  If  w»  h«fa  pefional  wrongs,  hara  la  not  the  plaoa  iat  va- 
diaaa.  UiiahaYaptlwtagriaft{aadw]iat  hnmanhaav^inalaiiaaoiaa, 
is  without  them  1),  we  do  not  come  here  to  recount  them.  The  grave 
will  lay  its  cold  honors  over  the  hearts  of  all  here  present,  before  the 
good  we  ask  for  our  kind  will  be  realized  to  the  world.  We  shall  pass 
onward  to  other  epherea  of  existenoe,  bat  I  trnst  the  seed  we  ehall  hero 
plant  iriU  ripan  to  a  fl^orioaa  harraat.  Wa  "  aaa  tiia  and  from  tha  begin- 
ning,"  and  rejoice  in  spirit.  We  care  not  that  we  shall  not  reach  tho 
fruits  of  our  toil,  Jtor  wa  know  In  timea  to  aoma  it  will  be  aeon  to  be  a 
glorious  work. 

Bitterness  ie  the  ehild  of  wrong;  if  any  one  of  our  number  has  become 
ambittflved  (whiah,  €k»d  fotbtdl),  it  la  baeama  aoeial  wrong  haa  so  pene- 
trated to  the  inner  life  that  we  are  crucified  thereby,  and  taste  the  gall 
and  vinegar  with  the  Divine  Master.  All  who  take  their  stand  against  false 
institutions,  are  in  some  sense  embittered.  The  conviction  of  wrong  has 
wrought  mightily  in  them.  Their  large  hearts  took  in  the  whole  sense 
of  hnman  woe,  and  bled  for  thoae  who  had  beeome  bmtaliied  1^  tta 
weight,  and  th^  apoka  aa  never  man  qtoka  in  hla  own  indi^naliflm, 
but  as  the  embodied  race  will  speak,  when  the  ItUl  time  shall  oome. 
Thus  Hubs  and  Wickliffe  and  Luther  spoke,  and  the  men  of  '76. 

No  woman  has  oome  here  to  talk  over  private  griefs,  and  detail  the 
small  coin  of  pemonal  anecdote ;  and  yet  did  woman  speak  of  the  wronga 
whleh  uojoat  leglalatlon;  tha  wronga  whiah  eormpt  pablie  opinion;  tho 
wrongs  which  faJse  social  aspects  have  fastened iqpon  us;  wronga  which 
she  hides  beneath  smiles,  and  conceals  with  womanly  endurance ;  did 
she  give  voice  to  all  this,  her  smiles  would  seem  hollow  and  her  en- 
durance pitiable. 

I  hope  thia  Convention  will  bo  aa  aeting  Ckmvantimk.  Let  as  pledge 

onraelves  to  the  sopport  of  a  paper  in  which  oar  views  shall  be  fairlj 
presented  to  the  world.  At  our  last  Convention  in  Worcester,  I  pre- 
sented a  prospectus  for  such  a  paper,  which  I  will  request  hereafter  to 
be  read  here.  We  can  do  little  or  nothing  without  such  an  organ.  We 
baTO  no  opportunity  now  to  repd  tdandar,  and  are  reatrieted  in  dlnem> 
inating  troth,  fkom  tha  want  of  aiiah  an  oigjan.  Tkt  flVAufM,  and  aomo 
other  papara  lathe  eonntry,  hare  treated  oa  ganeroaalj;  bot  a  paper 
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to  represent  us  iim«it  be  pustained  by  oarselve?!.  We  must  look  to  our 
own  resourctiii.  We  luut^t  work  out  our  own  balvatiou,  and  God  grant 
it  be  not  In  fear  and  trambling!  Woman  miut  hanoetortth be  the  re- 
deemer, the  regenemtor  ot  tiie  worid.  We  plead  not  lior  oonelTes  alone, 
but  for  Humanity.  We  must  place  woman  on  a  higher  phttfom).  and 
she  will  raise  the  race  to  her  side.  We  should  have  a  literature  of  our 
own,  a  printing-press  and  a  publishing-house,  and  tract  writt  rsi  and 
distributors,  as  well  as  lectures  and  conventions;  and  yet  I  su,v  this  to  a 
laee  of  begpgan,  ftw  ironien  liave  no  peeanlary  nMueea. 

Well,  then,  we  mnft  work,  we  mutt  hold  property,  and  olidm  the  ooq« 
sequent  riVht  to  reprt?sentation,  or  refuse  to  be  taxed.  Our  aim  is  noth- 
ing less  than  an  overthrow  of  our  present  partial  legislation,  that  every 
American  citizen,  whether  man  or  woman,  may  have  a  voice  in  the  laws 
by  whieh  we  ate  governed.  We  do  not  aim  at  idle  dietinotlon,  but  wliile 
we  would  poll  down  our  preient  woni'Ont  and  imperflBet  hmnan  inetl- 
tutions,  we  would  help  to  leeonatraet  them  upon  a  new  and  broader 
foundation. 

LUCT  Stostk:  It  seems  to  me  that  the  claims  we  make  at  these  Conven- 
tione  are  lelf-evident  trathe.  The  seoond  reaofaition  afllmui  the  right  of 
homan  beings  to  tb^  penons  and  eamlnge.  Is  not  tiiat  ssl^evident  ff 

Tet  the  common  law  wliioh  rsgalatee  the  relation  of  husband  and  wife, 
and  which  is  modified  only  in  a  very  few  instances  where  there  are  ."tat- 
utes  to  the  contrary,  gives  the  "  custody  "  of  the  wife's  person  to  hor 
husband,  so  that  he  has  a  right  to  her  even  against  herself.  It  gives  him 
her  earnings,  no  matter  witii  what  weariness  tlieyhaTe  been  aoqolred,  or 
how  greatly  she  maj  need  them  lor  herself  or  her  children.  It  gives  him 
a  right  to  her  personal  property,  which  he  may  will  entirely  from  her, 
al8o  the  use  of  her  real  estate,  and  in  some  of  the  States,  married  women, 
insane  persona,  and  idiots  are  ranked  together  a^  not  fit  to  make  a  will. 
Bo  that  she  is  left  with  onlj  one  right,  whioh  she  enjoys  in  eommon  with 
the  ponper,  vis.:  the  figiit  of  malntenanee.  Indeed  when  she  has  taken 
the  eaored  marriage  vow,  lier  legal  existence  ceases. 

And  what  is  our  position  politically  f  Why,  the  foreigner  who  can't 
speak  hit*  mother  tongue  correctly;  the  negro,  who  to  our  own  shame,  we  re- 
gard as  fit  only  for  a  boot-black  (whose  dead  even  we  bury  by  themselves), 
and  the  dronkard,  aU  are  entmsted  with  the  ballot,  all  plaeod  by  men 
politioally  higher  than  their  own  mothers,  sisters,  wives,  and  daughters. 
The  woman  wlio.  se«^ln?  and  feeling  this,  dare  not  maintain  her  rights,  13 
the  woman  to  hang  her  head  and  blu.sh.  Wo  ask  only  for  justice  and 
equal  rights — the  right  to  vote,  the  right  to  our  own  earnings,  equality  b«4- 
fore  the  law— theee  are  the  Gihialtar  of  oar  esnse. 

BoT.  AHTOiHBTni  L.  Bbowv:  Han  ean  not  represent  wcmian.  They 
differ  in  their  nature  and  relations.  The  law  is  wholly  masculine;  it  is' 
created  and  executed  by  man.  The  framers  of  all  legal  compacts  are  re- 
stricted to  the  meisculine  stand-point  of  observation,  to  the  thought,  feel- 
ings, and  biases  of  man.  The  law  then  eoold  give  ns  no  reprseentallon 
as  woman,  and  therefore  no  impartial  Jnsttee  even  If  the  present  law- 
makers were  honestly  intent  upon  this;  for  we  can  be  represented  only 
by  oar  peers.  It  is  expected  then  under  the  present  admiuistration,  that 
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womaa  dioold  be  the  legal  subject  of  man,  legally  reduced  to  pecnniaiy 
dependence  upon  him;  that  the  mother  should  have  lower  legal  claims 
upon  the  children  than  the  father,  and  that,  in  short,  wom^n  should 
be  in  all  respects  the  legal  Inferior  of  man,  though  entitled  to  AiU  equality. 

HwwiitheftwtaadittoMiie.  Whamroouak  is  tried  f(»rorime,lMrjaTy, 
her  Jadgea,  bar  adyocates,  are  all  men;  and  yet  tiiere  may  have  been 
temptations  and  various  palliating  circumstances  connected  with  her  pe- 
culiar nature  ae  woman,  eucli  as  man  can  not  appreciate.  Common  jus- 
tice demands  that  a  part  of  the  law-makers  aiid  law  executors  should  be 
€A  her  own  eesL  In  qaeatlons  of  marriage  and  dlToroe,  alfeeting  Interests 
dearar  than  life,  both  parttae  in  the  compact  are  entitled  to  an  equal 
voice.  Then  the  influences  which  ariee  from  the  relations  of  the 
seies,  when  left  to  be  exerted  in  our  halls  of  justice,  would  at  lenst 
cause  decency  and  propriety  of  conduct  to  be  maintaiubd  tliere;  but 
now.  low-minded  men  are  enooaraged  to  Jest  openly  in  conrt  over  the 
most  eaored  and  most  daUeate  waJb^/ttAm.  From  the  natare  of  things, 
the  guilty  woman  can  not  now  have  ju.stlce  done  her  before  the  professed 
tribunals  of  justice;  and  the  innocent  but  wronged  woman  is  constrained 
to  suifer  on  in  silence  rather  than  ask  for  redress. 

Clibota  Uowabd  Nioboz«  said:  There  is  one  peonliaritj  in  the  laws 
afleeting  woman's  piopertgr  rights,  which  as  It  has  not  to  my  Icnowledge 
been  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  public,  except  by  myself  to  a 
limited  extent  in  private  conversation  and  otherwise,  I  wish  to  speak  of 
here.  It  is  the  unconstitutionality  of  laws  cutting  off  the  wife's  right  of 
dower.  It  is  a  piovislon  of  oar  National  and  State  Constitntlons,  that 
{property  rights  shall  not  be  eonflseated  for  politjieal  or  ottier  oflbnees  • 
against  the  laws.  Yet  in  all  the  States,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  wife 
forfeits  her  right  of  dower  in  ca.se  of  divorce  for  int^delity  to  the  marriage 
vow.  In  Massachusetts  and  several  other  States,  if  the  wife  desert  her  hus- 
band for  any  cause,  and  be  proenre  a  divorce  on  the  ground  of  her  deser- 
tion, she  foriMts  her  right  of  dower.  Bntitiswcwthyof  remariLthatinno 
case  is  the  ri|^t  of  the  husband  to  possess  and  eontrol  the  estate  which 
is  their  joint  accumulation,  pet  aside;  no,  not  even  when  the  wife  procures 
a  divorce  for  the  most  aggravated  abuse  and  infidelity  combined.  She, 
the  innocent  party,  goes  out  childless  and  portionless,  by  decree  of  law; 
and  he,  the  erimlnal,  retains  the  home  and  tlie  children,  by  the  fftvor  of 
the  same  law.  I  alaim,  friends,  that  the  laws  whieh  cut  off  the  wife's  fight 
of  dower,  in  any  case  do  confiscate  property  riglits,  and  hence  are 
unconstitutional.  The  property  laws  compel  the  wife  to  seek  divorce  in 
order  to  protect  her  earnings  for  the  supx>ort  of  her  children.  A  rum- 
drinker  took  his  wife's  clothing  to  pay  his  mm  billf  and  the  Jnstiee  de- 
cided that  the  clothing  conld  be  held,  becanse  tlie  wife  belonged  to 
him. 

Only  undfT  the  Common  Law  of  England  has  woman  been  deprived  of 
her  natural  rights.  Instances  are  frequent  where  the  husband's  aged  par- 
ents an  supported  by  the  wife's  samingb,  and  the  wUia*s  parents  left 
paupers. 

Mrs.  Nichols  here  offered  the  following  resolution: 

JRetolved,  That  equally  involved  as  they  are  in  all  the  Natural  Relations 
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which  lie  at  the  base  of  80cietv.  the  sexes  are  equally  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  necessary  to  the  diaoh&rge  of  the  duties  of  those  relations. 

KMitABKTH  Oakbs  Smtth  prooonted  faXkmlog  iwolatioift  offered  by 
LnontiaMott: 

Muoiwd,  That  as  the  imbrated  •!»?«»  who  is  content  with  his  own  lot, 
and  would  not  he  free  if  he  could,  If  any  such  there  be,  only  gives  evi- 
dence of  the  depth  of  his  degradation ;  so  the  woman  who  is  satisfied  with 
her  inferior  condition,  avering  that  she  has  all  the  rights  she  wants,  does 
bat  exhibit  the  enermtlog  ejllB«ti  of  the  wiongt  to  wfaieh  dw  la  mbjoeted. 

Snsim  B.  Anthony  read  the  naoliitions  *  The  audience  called 
upon  Hon.  Gerrit  Smith  for  a  speech.  His  rinng  was  received ^with 
cheers.    This  was  Mr.  Smith's  first  appearance  upon  our  platfomiy 

although  in  letters  to  different  Conventions  he  had  already  expressed 
his  sympathy.  His  romm:inding  presence,  his  benevolent  counte- 
nance, and  deep  rich  voice,  made  a  profound  impression,  aiid  inten« 
fiified  the  power  of  his  glowing  words.  Being  well  known  in  Syra- 
cuse for  his  philanthropj,  his  presence  added  dignity  and  influence 
to  the  afisembljr.f 

Mr.  SanTH  said :  The  women  who  are  engaged  in  this  movement  are 

ridiculed  for  aspiring  to  be  doctors,  lawyers,  clergymen,  sea  captains, 
generals,  presidents.  For  the  sake  of  argument  admitting  this  to  be  true, 
what  then  i  Shall  we  block  the  way  to  any  individual  aspiration  ?  But 
womeu  are  totally  onflt  for  theee  places.  Let  them  try,  aad  their  fkilore 
will  eettle  the  matter  to  their  oirn  eatiifutlon.  There  ia  not  the  slight- 
est danger  of  a  human  being  holding  any  position  that  be  is  incapable  of 
attaining.  We  can  not  lay  down  a  rule  for  all  women.  Because  all 
women  are  not  born  with  a  genius  for  navigation,  shall  we  say  that  one 
who  ie  by  skill  and  eduoatton  able  to  take  observaUoDS,  who  understands 
the  ehart  and  oompas8»  the  dangerous  siioree,  oufrents,  and  latltndea, 
ehaU  not)  if  she  ohoosee,  be  a  sea  captain  ?  Suppose  we  apply  that  rule 
to  man.  Becaufe  I  can  not  stand  on  my  head,  shall  we  deny  that  right 
to  all  acrobats  in  our  circuses  ?  Because  I  can  not  make  a  pteam  engine, 
shall  all  other  men  be  denied  that  right  ?  Because  all  men  can  not  stand 
on  a  piatf6nu  and  malce  a  speech,  shali  I  be  denied  the  eieroise  of  that 
right!  Each  Individual  has  a  sphere,  and  that  spheie  is  the  laigestplaee 
that  he  or  she  can  fill. 

These  women  complain  that  they  have  been  robbed  of  great  and  essen- 
tial rights.  They  do  not  ask  favors;  they  demand  rights,  the  right  to  do 
wlmtever  th^  have  the  oapaoity  to  aooomplish,  the  right  to  dletate  their 


*  The Sffraam  Journal  8»ld;  **MlwiAathoiiyhaseci^td¥okesDddMsrfMiobeBMide 

clerk  of  the  Assembly." 

t  When  Gerrit  Smitb  wm  in  CoDgrsMl,  dec  ted  on  account  of  his  aoti-sUTery  prlQcIple!<, 
his  power  to  make  friends  evea  ailMmg  foes  was  fnlly  illostrated.   At  bts  elef^t  dinners 

dldtlnjETuIsbed  Southerners  were  freqnent  (guests.  Hence  It  vtoa  x«id  of  hfm  that  he  dined 
with  slaveholders,  and  would  have  wioed  with  thorn  but  for  his  tempcrauce  principles. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Sktin  Hhe  AHmekch  Old. 


527 


own  sphere  of  action,  and  to  have  a  voice  in  the  laws  and  rulers  under 
which  they  live.  Suppose  I  should  go  to  vote,  and  some  uaaa  should 
push  me  baMk  and  say,  "  Toa  want  to  be  Qoremot',  doii*t  yon  t  No»** 
I  reply,  "I  want  to  eiendie  my  6fod-glfen  tight  to  vote.**  Sndi » tannt 
a8  this  would  be  no  more  Insalting  than  those  now  east  at  women,  when 
they  demand  rights  so  unjustly  denied. 

I  make  no  claim  that  woman  is  fit  to  be  a  member  of  Congress  or  Pret>« 
fdent;  all  I  ask  for  her  Is  what  I  adc  tot  the  negro,  a  fair  field.  All  will 
admit  that  woman  has  a  right  to  herself;  to  her  own  powers  of  looomo- 
tion,  to  her  own  earnings,  but  how  few  are  prepared  to  admit  her  right 
to  the  ballot.  But  all  rights  are  held  by  a  precarious  tenure,  if  this  one 
be  denied.  When  women  are  the  constituents  of  men  who  uiake  and  ud- 
mini^ter  the  laws,  they  will  pay  due  consideration  to  their  iuterebts  and 
not  before.  The  rig^  of  snAnge  is  the  great  tf^t  that  goamntees  all 
others. 

Mr.  Smith  set  forth  the  education,  the  dignity,  the  power  of  self- 
government,  and  took  his  seat  amid  great  applause. 

Lucy  STon  said :  It  is  the  duty  of  woman  to  resist  taxation  as  long  aii 
she  is  not  represented.  It  may  involve  the  loss  of  friends  as  it  surelj 
will  the  loss  of  property.  But  let  them  all  go;  friends,  house,  garden 
epot,  and  all.  The  principle  at  issue  requires  the  sacrifice.  Resist,  let 
the  ease  be  tried  in  the  eonrts;  be  year  own  lawyers;  base  yonr  eaa# 
on  the  admitted  sdf-evident  trath,  that  taxation  and  representation  arv 
inseparable.  One  such  resistance,  by  the  agitation  that  will  prow  out  of 
it,  will  do  more  to  Met  thin  (question  right  than  nil  the  conventions  in  the 
world.  There  are  $15,000,000  of  taxable  property  owned  by  women  of 
Boston  who  hare  no  voice  either  in  the  use  or  impodtion  of  the  tax. 

J.  B.  BsmAMf  a  sehool  teaeher,  said:  That  the  natures  of  men  and 
women  showed  that  tholr  spheres  were  not  the  same,  and  woman  was 
only  truly  lovely  and  happy  when  in  her  own  element.  He  wished 
woman  to  recognize  the  feminine  element  in  her  being,  for  if  she  under- 
stood this,  it  wooU  gaide  her  In  everythhig.  In  tiie  domestia  animals 
even  jKhis  dilbrenoe  was  manlfast.  Women  should  be  keepers  at  home, 
and  mind  domestic  concerns.  The  trae  object  of  this  Convention  is,  I 
fear,  not  so  much  to  acquire  any  real  or  supposed  rights,  as  to  make  the 
speakers  and  actors  conspicuous.  I  urge  those  engaged  in  this  move- 
inent  to  claim  nothing  masculine  for  woman. 

Mrs.  NiOBOLB  said:  Mr.  Brigham^s  alloaion  tothe  aalnal  world  Is  not  b, 
happy  one,  as  no  anhnal  has  been  diseovered  whloh  legisiated  away  the 
rights  of  the  female. 

Gkrrit  Smith  said :  He  would  hand  his  esteemed  friend  over  to  Ijticre- 
tia  Mott,  that  he  might  be  slain  like  Abimeleoh  of  old,  by  the  baud  of  a 
woman;  as  evidently  tnm  his  estimate  of  the  sex,  that  would  be  the 
most  hnmiliatlng  death  he  conld  suffer.  I  tmst  no  gsntleman  on  thia 
platform  will  consent  to  play  the  part  of  the  aaMMybeaier  in  his  behalf, 
and  rescue  him  from  liis  impending  fate. 

LUCRETIA  MoTT  said :  It  was  impossible  lur  one  man  to  have  arbitrary 
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power  over  another  without  becoming  despotic.  She  did  not  expect  man  to  e«o 
bow  womwils  robbed.  SlsTeholdfln  did  not  tee  fhat  fhey  weie  oppranon,  bat 
atoTca  did.  Oerrit  tmith  alluded  to  one  wonum  that  he  intends  me  to  personify, 
whom  onr  fnend  woald  consider  far  out  of  her  sphere.  Yet  if  he  believes  his 
Bible,  he  must  acknowle  Ipe  that  Deborah,  a  mother  in  Israel,  arose  by  divine 
command,  and  led  the  armies  of  Israel, — the  wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite,  wbo 
drove  (lie  mil  into  tiie  bead  of  ibe  Cteiaaiiite  General,  and  ber  praiaea  were 
chanted  in  the  songs  of  Israel.  The  preaching  of  women,  too,  is  approved  in 
the  Bible.  Paul  gives  special  directions  to  women  how  to  preach,  and  he  ex- 
horts llieru  to  qualify  themselves  for  this  function  and  not  to  pin  their  faith  on 
the  sleeves  of  the  clergy.  I  would  advise  Mr.  1  inghaui  not  to  set  up  his  wis- 
dom againet  the  plain  deeiwi  of  the  Almighty.  Aa  to  woman^i  Toiea  betaig  too 
weak  to  be  beard  as  a  publie  apeaker,  did  Mr.  Brigbam  tend  a  proteat  to  Bn<- 
gland  njrainst  Victoria's  proroguing  Parliament? 

Mr.  Max  moved  that  Hra.  Ste]diea  Smith  be  placed  on  a  Committee  in  his 
stead. 

The  PBwaiPCTT  quickly  replied:  Woman^  R^bta*  women  donotttketobo 
calbd  bj  tbdr  bnabanda'  nanea,  but  by  tbdr  own. 
Mr.  Mat  corrected  himadf  and  aaid— Awn  SmUk. 

Matilda  Joslyn  Gage  made  her  tirst  public  appearance  in  an 
dresB  to  ibis  Convention.  She  pressed  the  adoption  of  some  settled 
plan  for  the  future — brought  up  many  notable  examples  of  womun's 
itellectual  ability,  and  urged  that  girls  be  trained  to  self-reHaiice. 
Although  Mrs.  Gage,  whose  residence  was  Onondaga  County,  had 
not  before  taken  part  in  a  Convention,  yet  from  the  moment  she 
read  of  an  organized  effort  for  the  rights  of  woman,  she  had  miited 
in  it  heart  and  aonl,  merely  waiting  a  oonvenient  oppoitiiiiity  to 
publicly  identify  herself  with  this  reform ;  an  opportonity  given  by 
the  Sjiacnae  Conyention.  PerBonaUy  aeqnainted  with  none  of  the 
leaden  ezoept  Mr.  May,  it  was  quite  a  test  of  moral  oonrsge  for 
Mis.  Gage^  then  qnite  a  yonxig  woman,  in  fact  the  youngest  person 
who  took  part  in  that  ConYention,  to  speak  apon  this  occasion. 
She  consulted  no  one  as  to  time  or  opportunity,  but  when  her  cour- 
age had  reached  a  sufficiently  hi^  point,  with  palpitating  heart  she 
ascended  the  phitform,  where  she  was  eordially  given  place  by  Mrs. 
Mott,  whose  kindnesa  to  her  at  this  snpreme  moment  of  her  life 
was  never  f oigotten. 

Iba.  Oaob  nidt  lliis  Oonvention  baa  aammbled  to  diaeoaatbe auljeot of 
Woman's  Rigbta.  and  Ibrm  some  aettled  pbm  of  action  for  the  Ibtme.  While 

so  much  is  said  of  the  inferior  intellect  of  woman,  it  is  by  a  strange  absurd! ry 
conceded  that  very  many  eminent  men  owe  their  station  in  life  to  their  moth- 
era.  Women  are  now  in  the  situation  of  the  mass  of  mankind  a  few  years  since, 
when  aeienee  and  laamfaig  were  in  tike  bands  of  the  prieita,  and  property  was 
ndd  by  Taaialage.  The  Pope  and  the  priests  dafaned  to  be  not  only  the  tesch 
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en,  bat  the  gnidct  of  the  people;  th«  laity  were  not  permitted  to  emniiie  for 
themBelves ;  edvcatioil  wu  held  to  be  unfit  for  the  masses,  while  the  tenure  of 
their  liindf'cl  prop^^rty  waa  toelk  as  kept  them  in  «  contiaiial  etate  of  dipendcDce 

on  tbcir  feudal  lords. 

It  was  but  a  short  time  since  the  most  common  rudiments  of  education  were 
deemed  soflloiflnt  for  aagr  wmum ;  oould  she  but  read  tolerably  and  write  her 
own  name  it  was  cnoogh.  Trammeled  as  women  have  been  bj  might  and  cos- 
torn,  there  are  still  many  shining  examples,  which  serre  as  beacon  lights  to 
show  what  may  be  attained  by  genius,  labor,  energy,  and  perseverance  com- 
bined. "  The  longer  I  live  in  the  world,"  says  G(}ethe,  "the  more  I  am  certain 
that  the  diflbrenoe  between  tiie  great  and  the  insignilleant,  is  energy,  invindble 
determination,  an  honest  purpose  once  Axed,  and  then  victory." 

Although  so  mucli  Iin'^  been  said  of  woman's  unfitness  for  public  life,  it  can 
be  seen,  from  Semiramia  to  Victoria,  that  she  has  a  peculiar  fitness  for  gov- 
erning. In  poetry,  Sappho  was  honored  with  the  title  of  the  Tenth  Muse. 
Hfllenn  Lneretia  Gonno^  In  the  seventeentik  oentary,  waa  of  anoli  rare  adontifie 
attainmenta,  Chat  the  moat  innstrlona  persona  in  passing  throngfa  Venice^  were 
more  ^\nxinng  to  «ee  her  than  all  the  curiosities  of  the  city;  she  was  made  a 
doctor,  receiving  the  title  of  UnaltLTuble.  Mary  ("unity,  of  Silesia,  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  was  one  of  the  most  able  astronomers  of  her  time,  forming 
astronomical  tables  that  acquired  for  her  a  great  repntatioo.  Anna  Maria 
Schnreman  was  a  sonlptor,  eagMTer,  musician,  end  painter;  she  eapecially  ex- 
celled in  miniature  painting.  Oonstantinft  Grierson,  an  Irish  girl,  of  humble 
parent H;xe.  ^^  as  celebrated  for  hor  literary  acquirements,  though  dying  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-seven. 

With  the  leaming,  eoeigy,  and  perBereraaee  of  Lady  Janu  Qrey,  Mary  and 
Eliaabetb,  all  are  ftmiliar.  lbs.  Cowper  waa  apoken  of  Yifj  Montague  as  atand- 
ing  at  the  head  of  all  that  is  called  learned,  and  that  every  critic  veiled  his 
bonnet  at  her  superior  judgment.  Joanna  Haillie  has  been  termed  the  woman 
Shakespeare.  Caroline  Herschell  shares  the  fame  of  her  brother  as  an  astron- 
omer. The  greatest  triumphs  of  tiie  present  age  in  the  dramai  masie»  and 
Kterature  have  been  adiiered  by  women,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned, 
Charlotte  CJushman,  Jenny  Lind,  the  Misses  Carey,  Mrs.  Stowe.  and  Margaret 
Fuller.  Mrs.  Somerville's  renown  has  long  been  spread  Over  both  continents  aa 
one  of  the  first  mathematiciana  of  the  present  age. 

SeltoUanoe  ia  one  of  the  flnt  lesaona  to  be  taught  our  daughters;  they 
should  be  educated  with  our  eons,  and  equally  with  them,  taught  to  look  fac- 
ward  to  some  independent  means  of  support,  either  to  one  of  the  professions 
or  the  I>nsines8  best  fitted  to  exercise  their  talents.  Being  placed  in  a  p<>Hition 
compelling  them  to  act,  baa  caused  many  persons  to  discover  talents  iu  them- 
sdres  ihey  were  bcAnie  unaware  of  poaaessing.  Qreat  emergencies  produce 
great  leaders,  by  arootiog  Utherto  dormant  energiea. 

Let  us  look  at  the  rigbta  it  is  boasted  women  now  posssas.  After  marriage 
the  husband  and  wife  are  considered  as  one  person  in  law,  which  I  hold  to  be 
false  from  the  very  laws  applicable  to  married  parties.  Were  it  so,  the  act  of 
one  would  be  at  binding  as  tiw  net  of  tiw  otiier,  and  wise  legislators  would  not 
need  to  enact  statutes  defining  the  peculiar  lighta  of  each ;  wen  it  so,  a  woman 
could  not  legally  be  a  man*s  inftrior.  Sudia  thing  would  be  a  veritable  im- 
possibility. One-half  of  a  person  can  not  be  made  the  proteelioa  or  direction 
84 
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of  the  other  half.  Blackstone  says  "a  woman  may  indeed  be  attorney  for  her 
husband,  for  that  implies  no  separation  from,  but  rather  a  reprcj^ntation  of. 
her  lord.  And  a  husband  may  also  bequeath  anything  to  his  wife  by  will ;  for 
it  can  not  lake  dbot  till  oovertara  !■  determined  bj  liis  dcatb.*  After 
stating  at  oonrideraUe  length,  the  leaaone  ibowing  tiieir  nni^,  the  learned 
oommmtator  proceeds  to  cut  the  knot,  and  ahoir  they  are  not  one,  bat  are 
coD<!idered  as  two  persons,  one  superior,  the  one  inferior,  and  not  only  SO,  but 
the  inferior  in  the  eye  of  the  law  as  acting  from  compulsion. 

J.  fiufeAMHni  Jon,  of  Ohio:  This  is  a  tfrne  of  progress;  and  man  may 
aoooer  atrest  the  ptogreaa  of  the  lightning,  or  the  dotida,  or  stay  the  wavea  <rf 
the  sea,  tiian  the  onward  march  of  Truth  with  her  head  on  her  sword  and  her 
banner  nnfurled.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  talkrn|S^  much  about  rights;  I  am 
one  of  those  who  take  them.  I  have  occupied  pulpits  all  over  the  country  five 
days  out  of  seven,  in  lecturing  on  science,  and  have  found  no  objection. 

I  do  not  know  iHiat  all  the  ifomen  want^  hot  I  do  know  what  I  want  myecU^ 
and  that  is,  what  men  are  moat  anwilHng  to  grant;  the  ri(?ht  to  vote.  That 
includes  all  other  riglits.  I  wunt  to  go  into  the  Legislative  Hall,  sit  on  the 
Judicial  Bench,  and  till  the  Kxecutive  Chriir.  Now  do  you  undersUmd  me? 
This  I  claim  on  the  ground  of  humanity;  and  on  the  ground  that  taxation  and 
repreientatioii  go  together.  The  whole  qneetioii  reaohea  Itself  into  this ;  tiiere 
has  been  no  attenpt  to  dbpnte  this.  No  man  will  Tentoie  to  deny  the  right 
of  woman  to  vote.  He  may  urge  many  objeodOQS  agaiasi  the  espedienof  of 
her  exerci!<ing  it,  but  the  right  is  hera. 

'  iiut  though  women  are  deprived  of  political  righta,  tiiere  are  other  rights 
which  no  law  pvsfents.  We  ean  take  our  rights  sa  moNdiaBts  and  in  oUier 
aTOcarton%  by  tuvsating  our  capital  in  tiiem;  but  we  stand  bndk  and  wait  till 
itiapofmlar  ferns  to  beoome  merchant?,  doeton,  lecturers,  or  prsotitioners  of 
the  meclianic  arts.  I  know  girls  wliu  have  mechanical  genius  sufScient  to 
become  Arkwrights  and  Fultons,  but  their  mothers  would  not  apprentice  them. 
Which  of  the  women  of  this  Convention  have  sent  their  daughters  as  apprentices 
to  a  watohmaker  t  There  ie  no  law  against  thisi  t 

Jfra.  MoTT :  The  Church  and  public  opinion  are  sirougei'  than  law. 

Ltdia  Jknkins:  Is  there  any  law  to  prevent  women  voting  in  this  State? 
The  Constitution  says  "  white  male  citizens"  may  vote,  but  does  not  say  that 
white  female  citizens  may  not. 

Iba.  Joms  eaid :  I  do  not  mdetstand  that  point  sufficiently  well  to  eq^alo, 
but  whether  the  statute  book  is  in  ihvor  or  oppoeed,  every  dtiaen  in  a  repnUie 
(and  a  woman  is  a  citizen)  has  a  natural  right  to  vote  which  no  homan  lawS 
can  abrogate ;  the  right  to  vote  is  the  right  of  self-government. 

AirroixBTTB  Bbowk  said:  1  know  instances  of  colored  persons  voting  under 
tlie  same  drenmstannes,  and  their  Totes  being  allowed  by  the  l^gal  anthoiitica ; 
bat  John  A.  Diz  declared  the  proceedings  of  a  school  meeting  fdd  beeanae 
two  women  voted  at  it 

Henjahin  8.  JoiTBS  said,  in  Ohio  where  there  is  much  splitting  of  hairs 
between  white  and  black  blood,  the  judges  decided  in  favor  of  a  certain  colored 
man's  right  to  vote,  becaose  there  was  00  per  cent  of  white  blood  in  the  per- 
•on  in  qneation. 

Mrs.  Davis:  The  first  draft  of  the  Rhode  Island  CoQBtitulion  said  ''all 
citizens,'*  but  as  soon  as  some  one  suggested  that  the  door  was  thOS  left  open 
for  women  to  vote,  the  word   male  ^'  was  promptiy  inserted. 
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Mrs.  Davis  read  an  interesting  letter  from  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Mayo.* 
Samuel  J.  M.'iy  read  letters  from  "William  Lloyd  Garrison,  of  Boston, 
and  Margaret  II.  Andrews,  of  Newbiiryport,  Maaeachusetts. 

NaWBinnroiBT,  Maas^  B^pitm^  4, 1853. 

RsT.  Samuel  J.  Mat. 

J)tUM  FBtm— I  iririi  to  mpnm  my  deep  Bymp&thy  with  thoM  bnTO  women 
wbo  aie  strnggliiig  agaioft  andsnt  pn^ndioM  and  modern  Iblly,  and  who  win 

eirentually  elevate  our  sex  i6  a  position  which  will  commiind  the  respect  of 
those  who  now  regard  them  with  derision  and  contempt,  and  my  gratitude  to 
the  noble-minded  men  who  are  extending  a  helping  hand  to  those  who  have 
Mtttito  been  eomldflrad  llio  weak  and  dependent  portion  of  sodetj,  and  are 
endeavoring  to  raiae  Aem  to  (Mr  lerolf  instead  of  trying  to  eetabliah  their 
nqieriority  over  them.  Such  conduct  shows  true  greatness  and  dignity  of 
character.  I  wish  to  bear  my  share  of  the  reproach  and  contumely  which  will  be 
liberally  bestowed  upon  this  movr-ment  by  many  who  ought  to  know  and  to 
do  better ;  this  is  indeed  the  actuating  motive  which  impels  me  to  write. 

With  regard  to  the  counsel  whkdi  has  been  reqocsted,  I  have  HtUe  to  say. 
If  there  be  any  one  8al||eofc  wbldl  baa  not  been  sufficiently  insisted  on,  it  is  the 
aimkfis  life  which  young  women  generally  lead  after  they  have  left  school.  A 
large  portion  are  occupied  in  forming  matrimonial  plana  when  they  are  wholly 
unfit  to  enter  into  that  sacrtd  state.  Dr.  Johnson  makes  his  Nekayah  say 
of  young  ladies  with  whom  she  associated,  **  Borne  imagined  they  wore  In 
lore,  when  thej  were  on|y  idle.**  If  jmmg  hidlsa  direeted  thdr  attentton 
to  some  doinito  enqpU^meoti  this  evil  would  be  wmedied. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Very  truly  yours, 

MAHOA&BT  H.  ASDBiEWS. 

LvoT  Siom  said:  Ifrs.  Jones'  idea  of  taldng  onr  r^hta  Is  impiriiig,  but  it 
oannot  be  done.  In  Massachusetts  some  women  apprenticed  themselves  as 
printer?,  but  were  expelled  because  men  would  not  set  type  beside  them.  Dr. 
Harriot  K.  Uunt^i^ked  permission  to  attend  medical  lecture  at  Harvard,  but 
the  students  declared  that  if  she  were  admitted  they  would  leave,  and  so  she 
was  aaerilloed. 

Harriot  K.  Bwt  :  No ;  I  am  hoe. 

Lttcv  Stone:  Mrs  Mott  says  she  was  only  suspended.  So,  too.  when  the 
Grimk6  sisters  and  Abby  Kelley  began  publicly  to  plead  tlie  cau»e  of  the  slave, 
they  were  assailed  both  by  pulpit  and  press,  and  every  species  of  abuse  was 
h^ped  upon  them ;  but  they  persevered  and  proved  their  capadty  to  do  It,  and 
now  we  meet  in  quietness,  and  our  right  to  speak  in  public  is  not  questioned. 
The  woman  who  first  departs  from  the  routine  in  which  society  allows  her  to 
move  must  suffer.  Let  us  bravely  bear  ridicule  and  persecution  for  the  sake  of 
the  good  that  will  result,  and  when  the  world  sees  that  we  can  accomplish  what 
we  undertake*  it  will  acknowledge  onr  right.  We  must  be  true  to  each  other. 


*  flee  Appeodts. 
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We  must  gtand  by  the  woman  whoee  work  of  hand  or  briun  remom  her  from 
the  eoatomary  fphere.  Smploj  the  wonun  phydciaiit  dentii^  uid  irtiit  nther 
than  a  man  of  the  same  calling,  end  in  time  eU  prefairiom  and  tndea  win  be 

as  free  to  us  as  to  our  brothers. 

Abby  Price,  of  Hop<'<lale,  said:  I  shall  briefly  consider  woman's  religious 
position,  ber  relation  to  the  Church,  and  show  that  by  its  restrictions  she  has 
vaSknA  great  iajutioe;  flutt  alike  under  ail  tome  of  leKgioa  ahe  haa  htm. 
d^raded  and  oppreMed,  the  Ohiiich  Ina  pfoaoiibed  her,  and  denied  the  exer- 
f  cise  of  her  inali<*nahle  right?,  and  in  this  the  Church  is  false  to  the  plainest 
principles  of  Christianity.  "There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek  ;  there  is  neither 
bond  nor  free;  there  is  neither  male  nor  tiemale;  forye  all  are  one  in  Christ 
JeatM.**  Gal.,  chap,  iii.,  v.  28.  Ek>  God  created  man  in  Hb  awn  image ;  in 
the  image  of  Gk»d  created  He  him ;  male  and  >^NMberaated  He  CA«n,  and  aeid 
unto  IAmi:  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air ; 
over  every  living  thing  tliat  moveth  upon  the  earth."  Genesis!.,  v.  27,  28. 
Notwithstanding  these  explicit  declarations  of  equality,  even  in  the  Godhead, 
the  Charch  claiming  to  be  "Christian"  denies  woman's  right  of  free  speech. 
The  prieathood,  ftom  Pan!  down,  aay  graTely :  *'  It  ia  not  pmnitted  for  woman 
to  speak  in  the  churches.''  Some  denominationa  have  gravely  debated  whether 
she  should  be  allowed  in  the  ecrvice.  or  chants,  to  re^poiul  Amen  ! 

The  whole  arrangement  of  Nature  in  her  beautiful  and  w  ise  manifestations  to 
oa  evinces  that  the  Divine  order  is  for  the  sexes  to  mingle  their  different  and 
peeoliar  ciianeteriatitia  in  OTory  relation  of  Kfti.  In  Jeana  the  maaenline  and 
ftndttine  dementa  of  hnmanity  were  blended  harmonionaly.  Theae  difll^rent 
abaraeteristics  in  His  own  person  were  distinctly  and  plainly  seen.  The  mas- 
culine, when  He  fixed  His  eye  in  stem  rebuke  and  made  the  hypocrite  and  the 
Pharisee  tremble ;  and  the  feminine  gleamed  often  through  Uis  tears  of  aO'cction 
and  pity,  and  ahona  etver  a  gtoriooa  halo  of  patience  and  lofo  aronnd  Him  in 
the  midat  of  anftring  Che  moat  waating  and  intense.  The  Ohnrdi,  aa  Hie 
RepwaentatiTa^  ahonid  alio  exhibit  theae  peenliariHea  in  aa  fitlt  and  glorioaa 
harmony. 

Yet  very  few  of  the  sects  allow  woman  to  a^ume  the  responsibility  as  relig- 
ious teacher.  However  great  she  may  feel  the  duty  to  be  upon  her,  and 
however  well  qoalilied  ahe  may  be^  all  ecclesiastical  anthoritiee,  with  oneaooovd, 
begin  to  mahe  excuses  whenever  a  woman  presents  herself  to  be  properly 
authorized,  accordinor  to  the  popular  usage  of  that  Chnroh,  tO  preach  tbo 
(iospi'l  to  a  people,  one-half      whom  are  her  own  sex. 

Again,  tooman  i$  dmUd  a  representation  in  all  E<xle$iattical  AfetnbiU*. 

The  mala  portion  of  tlie  Ohnndi  aaaamble  in  dalegalioo  ftom  the  diflbtent 
bodiea  with  which  th^are  oonoeoted  to  lagialatein  behalf  of  t]ioeharehea,lmt 
vonmn  has  no  representation  in  these  councils.  Her  opinion  of  what  is  beat 
to  promote  the  intere.sts  of  religion  is  not  respected:  her  right  to  representa- 
tion being  denied,  her  claim  to  just  recognition  solemnly  mocked.  The 
Chnreh  plaoea  its  handa  on  woman'a  lipa,  and  aaya  to  ber,  **  Ton  ahallaot  tpeak  ; 
you  ahall  not  be  tepreiented ;  yon  are  not  eligible  to  offloa  baoanaa  fom  mn  o 
WMMfi/**  la  not  tUaenidiying  with  a  strange  presumption  the  aoul  of  Christ  t 
—treating  with  contempt  the  purity  of  the  Christihn  character? — trampling 
upon  Human  Right*?  And  yet  woman  patiently  bears  this  contumely  and 
•com.   The  poor  young  men  that  she  often  educates  by  toil  early  and  late, 
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labor,  arduous  and  half  paid,  teach  her,  when  profMllj  preptrod,  that  tihlt 
absard  tyranny  is  9npi>ortod  by  the  word  of  Qod  ! 

Woman  may  speak  when  the  thougbtleu  crowd  the  balls  of  fashion,  with 
no  aim  but  amwement.  in  the  theatre,  opera,  or  concert  ball ;  she  maj  meet 
with  miniaten  in  iwiTalB,  eamp  meetinga,  and  aoeiablfla,  and  reply  with  amfle 
and  bow  to  the  hollow  compliments  addressed  to  her  vanity,  botahe  must 
Vorp  silpncc  in  the  churches  and  all  religious  meetings  ;  if  there  are  only  six 
persons  present  woman  may  not  a'»k  God'H  blessing  to  rest  there,  nor  presume, 
should  one  man  be  present,  to  giye  utterance  to  her  religious  aspiration. 

Ereiy  daaa  of  aodefy,  and  e^edally  aach  hx,  need  MUgions  teatdien  of 
fheir  own  daw  and  sex  with  themaelTH,  having  tiie  aamo  azparianea,  the 
same  hopes,  aims,  and  relations.  Human  minds  are  so  constituted  as  to  need 
not  merely  intellectual  instruction,  but  the  strength  imparted  by  an  earnest 
sympathy  bom  of  a  like  experience.  In  order  rightly  to  appreciate  the  wants 
of  othen,  wenuHt  know  and  realiae  the  Mala  of  their  iitQation,the  atnigglea 
Ihey  may  enoonnter,  the  borthena,  the  toils,  the  temptationa  that  bewt  thdr 
different  relations.  These  should  be  apprehended  to  some  extent,  and  the 
more  the  better  by  the  person  qualified  to  speak  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  all. 
Each  relation,  therefore,  needs  its  teacher — its  peculiar  ministry.  No  one  can 
demonatrato  by  college  lore  the  wdght  of  a  mother^  reaponeibiHty. 

No  ma&'^^iiot  even  the  kindaat  Ihther— can  ItaUy  apprehend  (be  weariaome 
carea  and  anzlons  soKdtnde  for  children  of  her  who  bore  them.  The  tremblings 
of  a  raother*B  soul  none  saye  a  mother  can  feel.  Man  may  prepare  sound  and 
logical  discourses ;  he  may  clearly  define  a  mother^s  duty ;  be  may  talk  elo- 
i^uently  about  her  responsibility ;  he  may  urge  upon  her  atroog  mottyes  to 
IkitiiftihieMi  in  tibe  discharge  of  her  maternal  duties;  he  may  teU  her  what  her 
children  should  be  in  all  life's  yaried  aspects.  She  heaia  the  good  instruction 
and  advice  with  more  or  leea  of  the  fteUng,  Tnt  cannot  hmt  of  what  yon 
are  talking.''  .... 

The  Church  needs  a  varied  ministry.  Not  alone  is  the  power  of  mind 
needed,  but  the  aeal  and  the  inapiration  of  the  inner  Hib;  tiie  nnetion  of  love 
and  ftith  and  courage  produced  by  a  struggle  amid  lilb^  reaUties.  Not  the 
dreamer,  but  the  toiler  can  host  nffect  the  lives  of  others  through  their  hearts. 
In  this  ministry  the  sexes  must  blend  harmonionsly  their  ministrations  to 
others  from  their  own  lives  and  ezperiencee.  This  must  be  the  Diyine  order. 
BeaaoBteaciiM  ittothecahnobaerrer.  Ow  aoola  reapond  to  tiiia  troth  lirom 
their  deepeet  ohambera. 

....  Doom  woman  no  longer  to  banishment  from  the  hallowed  ground  of 
Church  and  State.  She  has  too  long  been  but  as  the  Pariah  of  the  desert.  Wel- 
come her  ministrations  reverently  tu  her  human  nature,  kindly  to  her  present 
weaknees,  enoooragingly  to  her  hopes ;  receive  her  counsels  with  respect  and 
confldenoe>  ao  ihr  aa  they  era  worthy,  and  be  aianied  that  a  better  day  will  be- 
gin  to  dawn.  The  birth  of  a  new  spiritual  life  will  be  given  in  this  new  mar^ 
riage,  and  melody  aa  from  the  harps  of  angeb  will  be  breathed  tnm  the  drclea 
of  earth. 

Paulina  Wriout  Davis:  ....  We  cooimence  life  where  our  fa^en  left  it. 
We  have  thdr  mlatahea  and  their  achierements.  We  attempt  to  walk  in  the 
paths  they  trod,  and  wear  the  garments  left  by  them ;  but  they  are  all  too  short 
and  narrow  for  ns;  they  deform  and  cramp  our  energica;  fat  they  demand  the 
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Procru«itpan  jirocr^s  to  conform  the  enlarged  natures  of  tho  present  to  tlie  paet. 
While  the  human  tioul,  like  the  iadnite  in  wisdom  and  love,  is  ever  governed  by 
fhe  etanul  law  of  progress,  onedi  and  codes  mo  oltpayo  dMmging.  AU  thingo 
founded  fn  imuDtable  truth  grow  only  the  stronger  by  eferj  trUL 

....  The  sacred  traditions  of  both  Jew  and  Gentile  agree  in  ascribing  to 
woman  a  primary  agency  in  the  intro<luction  of  human  ctHs.  In  the  Greek 
Mythology,  she  is  indeed  not  the  first  offender ;  but  she  is  the  bearer  of  the 
box  that  oontsiDsd  sll  the  orimei  aad  dlseues  which  hove  ponished  our  world 
for  the  abase  of  liberty.  It  is  worthy  of  remaHc  thai  Psndota,  who  is  the  Bre 
of  the  Gredan  system,  being  like  her  Hebrew  correspoodeDt,  created  for  s pedal 
porposes,  was  the  joint  work  of  all  the  gods.  Venus  gave  her  beauty,  Minerva 
wisdom,  Apollo  the  art  of  music,  Mercury  eloquence,  and  the  rest  the  perfection 
and  completeness  of  all  her  divine  accomplish mente.  Her  name  signidea  gilts 
from  alL 

*'A  oomblnatlou  nnd  a  form  indeed 
Where  every  god  did  seem  to  set  bis  Keal, 
To  give  the  world  aMnraaoe  of  a  paragon." 

PromeAMI  made  the  iblt  ttan  of  clay  and  animated  him  with  fire  aloloA 

from  Heaven.  Jupiter  is  represented  as  attaching  the  terrible  consequences  of 
a  rational  and  responsible  vitality,  thus  conferred  upon  a  creation  of  earth,  by 
sending  this  wonderfhlly  gifted  Pandora  into  tlie  world  loaded  with  all  the 
ovila  wUdli  it  was  fttad  to  OBdare.  It  wasber  detttaytobotboooeasioaof  tho 
Ml,  tho instrument  of  doom;  but  her  fortones  are  Unked  to  the  resurrection 
and  life,  ris  well  as  the  suffering  and  death  of  the  race.  Among  the  gifts  of  Pan- 
dora which  had  otherwise  been  fatAl,  she  brought  ho])e  which  lay  concealed 
after  all  the  others  had  flown  abroad  on  their  miasions  of  mischief.  In  our 
8aered  Story  this  point  ta  tlie parablolua  a  clear  exptanalioo:  '*Theioedof  tho 
woman  shall  bniiM  flie  sapent'o  head."  "tt  she  brought  death  into  tiio  wrald, 
she  brought  forth  a  Son  who  '*taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world."  ....  These 
myths,  whether  received  as  simple  facts,  or  poetic  fiction,  whose  oracles  always 
reveal  the  deepest  signitication  of  facts,  alike  indicate  the  eminent  agency  of 
woman  in  the  &11  and  rising  agun  of  tho  havan  imago  of  tho  divine  upon  earth. 

....  From  tho  mwriago  hour  woman  is  pceeentod  only  in  a  series  of  dla- 
solving  views.  First.  She  stands  beside  her  husband  radiant  in  girlish  beauty. 
She  worsbip^A.  One  side  of  the  lesson  is  well  learned,  that  of  entire  dependence. 
Not  once  has  she  dreamed  that  there  must  be  mutual  dependence  and  separate 
fountains  of  reciprocal  life.  ....  In  the  next  weao  tho  4^ildwifiit^ppaars  with- 
ering away  fkom  lilb  as  ftom  tho  lieart  she  is  not  latgo  or  nobte  enough  to  flO^ 
pining  in  the  darkness  of  her  home-life,  made  only  the  deeper  by  her  inactivity, 
ignorance,  and  despair  In  another  view  she  has  passed  the  season  of  de- 
spair, and  appears  as  the  heartless  votary  of  fashion,  a  flirt,  or  that  most  to  be 
dreaded,  most  to  be  despised  being,  a  married  coquette ;  at  ouce  seductive, 
heartlesi,  aad  basely  unprincipled ;  ores  beanty  of  person  lias  Aded  away,  die 
may  be  ibond  taming  ftom  these  lighter  a^r^Mitf  toys  to  a  qniet  kind  (tf  liand- 
maiden  piety  and  philanthropy. 

....  Marriage  as  it  now  exists  i<i  only  ii  name,  a  form  without  a  soul,  a  bond- 
age, legal  and  therefore  honorable.  Only  equals  can  make  this  relation.  True 
marriage  is  a  onion  of  ionl  with  mqI,  a  blending  of  two  in  one^  without  master^ 
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ship  or  helpless  dependence.  The  true  fiimily  is  tiie  central  and  supreme  insti- 
tution among  human  societies.  A.11  other  organizations,  wbbther  of  Church  or 
State,  depood  upaa  it  fat  ISuit  ditrMtor  and  actimi.  Ito  trill  an  tiie  aouros 
of  an  Oflla;  its  good  the  fountain  of  all  good.  The  oorreotioi  of  ito  abniaa  is 
tha  Btaiting-poiiit  of  all  the  xefinma  which  the  worid  naeda. 

Dr.  Harriot  E.  Hunt  attracted  much  attention  tnm  the  fitet  of 
her  yearly  protest  againat  taantion.  In  the  oouiBe  of  her  remarkB 
she  Mdd,  Unseen  apiiita  have  been  with  iu  in  this  Convention ;  the 
tjpmtB  ikcm  Shaker  nstem  whom  untold  sorfoivB  have  driven  into 
those  oommnnal  aooieCieB,  the  oonvents  of  our  dvilizatioo.'' 

After  quite  a  brilliant  discnaBion,  in  which  Mr.  Brigham  made  him- 
self a  target  for  Lucy  Stone,  Martha  0.  Wright,  Eliza  Aldrich, 
Clarina  Howard  Nichols,  Harriot  K.  Hnnt,  and  Mrs.  Palmer  to  shoot 
at,  Antoinette  L.  Brown  offered  the  following  xeeolntion,  and  made 
a  few  good  poxnts  on  the  Bible  aigoment : 

JbwIeMi,  That  the  Bible  raeogniaea  the  righto^  dotlea,  and  privUegea  of 
woman  as  a  pnhKo  teacher,  as  every  way  equal  with  those  of  man ;  that  it  en« 

joins  upon  her  no  subjoction  that  is  not  enjoined  upon  him  :  and  that  it  truly 
and  practically  recoj^iizes  neither  male  nor  female  in  Christ  Jesus. 

God  created  the  tirst  human  pair  equal  iu  rights,  possessions,  and  authority. 
He  baqveaflMd  the  earth  to  them  aa  a  jolat  faiheritaiue;  gave  them  Joint  do- 
minion over  the  irrational  eiaation ;  but  none  over  each  other.  (Oen.  i.  28). 
They  sinned.  God  announced  to  them  the  results  of  sin.  One  of  these  results 
wad  the  rule  which  man  would  exercise  over  woman.  (Gen.  iii.  16).  This  rule 
was  no  more  approved,  endorsed,  or  sanctioned  by  God,  than  was  the  twin-bom 
prophecy,  **thoii  (Satan)  sbalt  bfoiae  hia  (ChriBt»  heeL**  God  ooold  not,  from 
Hia  natnre,  command  Satan  to  iq|nie  ChriBt,oir  any  other  of  the  aeed  of  woman. 
What  ]Mrtic1e  of  eridenco  is  there  then  fur  aappooing  that  in  the  parallel  an- 
nonncement  He  commanded  man  to  rule  over  woman  ?  Both  passages  should 
have  been  translated  will,  instead  of  shall.  Either  auxiliary  is  used  inditler- 
ently  according  to  the  sense,  in  rendering  that  form  of  the  Hebrew  verb  into 
Sngliih. 

Becanae  thou  bast  done  this,  ia  Gocta  pfeftoe  to  the  announcement.  The 
results  are  the  effect?*  of  sin.  Can  woman  then  receive  evil  from  this  rule,  and 
man  receive  good  ?  Man  should  be  blessed  in  exercising  this  power,  if  be  is 
divinely  appointed  to  do  so ;  but  the  two  who  are  one  flesh  have  an  identity 
of  inmets,  tberefbre  if  it  ia  a  onme  or  evil  to  woman,  it  mnat  be  ao  to  man 
alio.  We  mook  God,  wlien  we  make  Wm  approve  of  man'a  thna  oardng  him- 
self and  woman. 

The  submission  enjoined  upon  the  wife  in  the  New  Testament,  is  not  the  un- 
righteous rule  predicted  in  the  Old.  It  is  a  Christian  submission  due  from  man 
towards  man,  and  flpom  man  towards  woman:  Yea,  all  of  you  be  anbject  one 
'  toanother'*(lFet  V. 5;  ]iipta.v.  81;  Rom. ziL  10,eto.)  InlOor.xvL  lit, the 
disciples  are  besought  to  oubmit  themaolves  "  to  eveij  one  that  belpeth  with  na 
and  laboreth."  The  same  apostle  says,  "help  those  women  which  labored  with 
me  in  the  Gospel,  with  Clement  also,  and  with  other  of  my  fellow-laborers.** 
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ICan  is  the  head  of  the  woman.  True,  bat  only  in  the  sense  in  which  Christ 
li  wptoMmtad  as  k«id  of  Ms  body,  tlw  Ohufdi.  In  adilllBrentaeiiife  He  is  head 
of  all  things— of  iriolccd  mm  and  dovila.  If  man  la  woman^  band  in  fhia 

aense,  he  may  exerdfla  over  her  all  the  prerogatives  of  God  Himself.  Tlii^ 
would  be  blaaphemoos.  The  mystical  Head  and  Body,  or  Christ  and  His 
Church,  symbulizo  oneness,  union,  Christ  so  loved  the  Church  He  gave  Him- 
selt  for  it,  mudu  it  His  own  body,  part  and  parcel  of  Himself.  So  ought  men 
to  love  tiieir  wives.  Then  the  rale  which  grew  oat  of  sin,  will  cease  with  the 
sin. 

It  is  said  woman  is  commanded  not  to  teach  in  the  Church.  There  is  no 
such  command  in  the  Bible.  It  is  said  (1  Cor.  xiv.  34),  "  I^t  your  women  k^p 
silence  in  the  churches;  for  it  is  not  permitted  unto  them  to  speak.'*  Tbia 
l^jonctimi,  taken  oat  of  its  oonneelion,  ftnrblda  singing  also ;  interpreted  by  its 
oontext,  woman  is  mefely  told  not  to  talk  nnlesa  she  doea  teach.  On  the  same 
principle,  one  who  has  the  gift  of  tongues  is  told  not  to  use  it  in  the  Church, 
unless  there  is  an  interpreter.  The  rule  enforced  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  the  chapter  is.  "  Let  all  things  be  done  unto  edifying.'"  Their  women,  who 
bad  not  been  previously  instructed  like  the  men,  were  very  natorally  guilty  of 
aaking  qinestiona  which  did  not  e^Ufy  the  assembly.  It  was  better  that  tiiey 
should  wait  till  they  got  home  for  the  desired  information,  rather  than  pat  an 
individual  good  before  the  good  of  the  Church.  Nothinc^  else  is  forbidden. 
There  is  not  a  word  here  against  woman's  teaching.  The  H{X)stle  says  to  the 
whole  Cbarch,  woman  included,  '*  Ye  may  all  prophesy,  one  by  one.** 

In  1  Tim.  it  19,  the  writer  forbids  woman^  teaching  over  man,  or  osarping 
anthorlty  over  him ;  thai  la,  he  pnihlbite  dogmatlaing,  tntaring*  teaching  in  a 
dictatorial  spirit  This  is  prohibited  both  in  public  and  private ;  but  a  proper 
kind  of  teaching  is  not  prohibited.  Verse  14 — a  reference  to  Eve,  who,  t.iough 
created  lost,  sinned  first,  is  merely  sacb  a  suggestion  as  we  would  make  to  a 
daughter  whose  mother  had  been  in  fiialt.  The  danghtsn  an  not  blamed  for 
the  mother*a  sin,  merely  waned  Hj  It;  end  eaatloned  agalnet  sel^confldenoe, 
wlUdi  could  make  them  presume  to  teach  over  man.  The  Bible  tells  us  of 
many  prophetesses  approved  of  God.  The  Bible  is  truly  democratic.  Do  as 
you  would  be  done  by,  is  its  golden  commandment,  reoogniaog  neither  male 
nor  female  in  C'iirist  Jesta, 

Bbiibbtikb  L.  Rosb  :  If  the  able  tiieokgian  who  haa  Jnat  spoken  had  been 
in  Indiana  when  the  Conatitntion  was  leviaed,  ahe  might  have  had  a  chance  to 
give  her  definitions  on  the  Rible  argument  to  some  effect.  At  that  Convention 
Robert  Dale  Owen  introduced  a  clause  to  give  a  married  woman  the  right  to 
her  property.  The  clause  bad  passed,  but  by  the  influence  of  a  minister  was 
recalled ;  and  by  his  appealmg  to  the  snpemtition  the  meniben,  and  bring- 
ing the  whole  force  of  Bible  avgnment  lo  bear  agalaat  the  i!^t  of  woman  to 
her  property,  it  waa  loat.  Had  Miss  Brown  been  there,  she  might  have  beaten 
him  with  his  own  weapons.  For  my  part,  I  see  no  need  to  appeal  to  any  writ- 
ten authority,  particularly  when  it  is  so  obscure  and  indefinite  as  to  admit  of 
diflSerent  interpretations.  When  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  converted  their 
harbor  into  a  teapot  rather  than  submit  to  mOnst  taxes,  they  did  not  go  to  the 
Kble  for  their  authority ;  for  if  they  had,  they  would  have  been  told  from  the 
same  authority  to  •*  rrive  unto  Caesar  what  lif  longed  to  Ca?sar. "  Had  the  peo- 
ple, when  they  rose  in  the  might  of  their  right  to  throw  off  the  British  yoke, 
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•pptialed  to  the  Bible  for  aathority,  it  would  luTe  answered  them,  ^  Sabmitto 
the  powere  that  be,  ibr  tbey  are  ftinii  God."  No  1  on  Hanuui  Rights  and  Free- 
dom, on  a  subject  that  is  as  self-evident  as  that  two  and  two  make  four,  there 
is  no  need  of  any  written  authority.  But  this  is  not  what  I  intended  to  speak 
apon.  I  wish  to  introduce  a  resolution,  and  leave  it  to  the  action  of  the  Con- 
rention : 

JBueM^  That  we  aak  not  fiur  onr  righti  as  a  gift  of  ebaiity,  bat  aa  an  aet  of 
Jnalke.  For  It  la  in  acoordance  with  tfie  prindplee  of  repabUcaniam  that,  at 

woman  has  to  pay  taxes  to  maintain  government,  she  has  a  right  to  participate 
in  the  formation  and  administration  of  it.  That  as  she  is  amenable  to  the  laws 
of  her  country,  she  is  entitled  to  a  voice  in  their  enactment,  and  to  all  the  pro- 
tective advantages  they  can  beatow;  and  aa  aha  ie  aa  liable  aa  man  to  all  the 
Ticiaaitodea  of  abe  ongbt  to  0^)07  the  aame  eodal  righta  and  prl^Ugea. 
And  any  difference,  therefore,  in  political,  civil,  and  aodal  rigbtl,  on  acooitnt 
of  sex,  ia  in  direct  violation  of  the  principles  of  justice  and  bumanitr,  and  as 
such  ought  to  be  held  up  to  the  ctmtempt  and  derision  of  every  lover  of  human 
freedom. 

....  Bat  we  eaS  npon  tiie  law-makere  and  law-bieakefB  of  the  nation,  to 

defend  themselves  for  violating  the  ftindamental  principles  of  the  Repablic.  or 
disprove  their  validity.  Yes !  they  stand  arrayed  before  the  bar,  not  only  of 
injured  womanhood,  but  before  the  bar  of  moral  consistency;  for  this  question 
is  awakening  an  interest  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home.  Whatever  human  rights 
are  claimed  ibr  man,  moral  conalaten^  polnta  to  the  eqoal  ligbta  of  woman ; 
bnt  akateaman  daie  not  openlj  ftoe  the  ant^ject^  knowing  well  tluy  can  not  oon" 
fhte  it,  and  they  have  not  moral  courage  enough  to  admit  it ;  and  hence,  nil 
they  can  do  is  to  shelter  themselves  under  a  subterfuge  which,  though  solidified 
by  age,  ignorance,  and  prejudice,  is  transparent  enough  for  the  most  benighted 
vWon  to  penetrate.  A  atrong  evidence  of  this,  is  given  In  a  repfy  of  Mr.  Roe- 
boek,  member  of  Fadiament,  at  a  meeting  of  electora  In  fflieflleld,  Bngland. 
Mr.  B.,  who  advoeated  the  extension  of  the  frandilae  to  the  occupants  of  l|ye» 
pound  tenement",  was  asked  whether  lie  would  favor  the  extension  of  the  same 
to  women  who  pay  an  equal  amount  of  rent  ?  That  was  a  simple,  straight-for- 
ward question  of  justice ;  one  worthy  to  be  asked  even  in  our  republican  legis- 
lative  halta.  Bnt  what  waa  the  honorable  gentlemanli  reply  ?  IMd  he  meet  it 
openly  and  foirly !  Ob,  no  1  hot  bear  him,  and  I  hope  the  ladies  will  pay  par- 
ticular attention,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  reply  contains  the  draught  poor, 
deluded  woman  has  been  accustomed  to  swallow — Flattery  : 

"  There  is  no  man  who  owes  more  than  I  do  to  woman.  My  education  was 
Ibtmed  by  mie  whoie  very  roeolieetioDa  at  title  moment  make  me  tremble. 
There  ia  nothing  which,  ibr  the  honor  of  the  aez,  I  would  not  do ;  thf  bappi- 
neas  of  my  life  is  bound  up  with  it ;  mother,  wife,  daughter,  woman^  to  me 
have  Inen  the  oasis  of  the  desert  of  life,  and,  I  have  to  ^k  my8<'lf  would  it 
conduce  to  the  happiness  of  society  to  bring  woman  more  distinctly  than  she 
now  ia  brought,  into  the  arena  of  politics }  Honestly  I  conftaa  to  you  I  believe 
not..  I  will  tell  you  why.  All  tbdr  influencea.  if  I  may  ao  tenn  it,  are  gentle 
inflnencea.  In  the  rude  battle  and  business  of  life,  we  come  home  to  find  a 
nook  and  shelter  of  quiet  comfort  after  the  liard  nnd  severe,  and,  I  may  say,  the 
sharp  ire  and  the  disputes  of  the  House  of  (  ommons.  I  hie  me  home,  know- 
ing that  I  shall  there  find  personal  solicitude  and  anxiety.   Hy  head  rests  upon 
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a  bosom  fhrobbing  with  emotion  for  me  and  our  child  ;  and  I  feel  a  more 
heart  J  man  in  the  caixse  of  my  country,  the  next  day,  because  of  the  perfect, 
Molhing,  gentle  peace  wliidi  e  mlDd  ralUed  by  poUtiee  to  meble  to  IbeL  Ob  I 
I  can  not  rob  myself  of  tliat  inexpressible  benefit,  end  thercfinK  I  laj.  No.** 

Well,  this  is  certainly  a  nice  little  romantic  bit  of  parliamentary  declamation. 
Wliat  a  pity  that  he  should  give  up  all  these  enjoyments  to  give  woman  a  votel 
Poor  man !  his  bappinese  must  be  balanced  on  the  very  verge  of  a  precipice, 
wImd  fhe  dnqila  act  of  depositing  a  Tote  by  ihe  band  oif  woman,  woold  ovei* 
tiiiow  and  deatraj  it  fefever.  I  doa*t  doubt  tbe  bonoMblo  gcDdemaii  meaat 
what  be  said,  particularly  the  kst  part  of  it,  for  each  are  the  views  of  the  un- 
thinking, unreflecting  mass  of  the  public,  here  as  well  as  there.  But  like  a 
true  politician,  he  commenced  very  patriotically,  for  tbe  happiness  of  society, 
and  finished  by  deecribing  hia  own  individual  interests.  His  reply  is  a  curioua 
mixture  of  troths  poKtieal  aopbistry,  fUae  aaanmption,  and  blind  adflabneaa. 
But  he  was  placed  in  a  ditomma,  and  got  himself  out  as  he  could.  In  advo- 
cating the  franchise  to  five-pound  tenement-holders,  it  did  not  occur  to  him 
that  woman  may  posses?  the  same  qualification  that  man  has,  and  in  justice, 
therefore,  ought  to  hare  the  same  rights ;  and  when  the  simple  question  was 
pot  to  bin  (simgle  queattona  an  yaj  tnmblMome  to  atataamen),  having  too 
aindi  aenae  not  to  aee  tiio  Jnatneaa  of  it,  and  too  little  moral  courage  to  adndt 
it,  he  entered  into  quite  an  interesting  account  of  what  a  delightful  little  creat- 
ure woman  is,  provided  only  she  is  kept  quietly  at  home,  waiting  for  the  arrival 
of  her  lord  and  master,  ready  to  administer  a  doee  of  pnxillcation,  "  which  his 
politically  aollied  mind  to  nnabto  to  ftd."  Well !  I  bnva  no  darira  to  dispute 
tbe  neeeeally  of  it.  nor  that  be  owea  to  wmnan  all  tiiat  nairaa  lUh  deairable— 
comforts,  happiness,  aye,  and  oommon  lenae  too,  for  it^s  a  well-known  fact  that 
smart  mothers  alwaya  have  smart  sons,  unless  they  take  after  their  father.  Rut 
what  of  that  ?  Are  the  benefits  woman  is  capable  of  bestowing  on  man,  rea- 
sons why  she  must  pay  the  same  amount  of  rent  and  taxes^  without  joying 
tbe  aame  rigbta  tiiat  man  doeat 

But  tbe  justice  of  the  case  was  not  considered.  The  honorable  gentleman 
was  only  concerned  about  the  "  happiness  of  society."  Society  I  what  does  the 
term  mean  ?  As  a  foreigner,  I  understand  by  it  a  collection  or  union  of  Imman 
beings — men,  women,  and  children,  under  one  general  government,  and  for 
nmtoal  intareat.  But  Xr.  Roebock,  being  «  native  Briton  and  »  member  of 
Pariiament,  gaye  na  m  parliamentary  deftnitiiw,  namdy ;  aodcty  meana  tbe  mala 
aez  only ;  for  in  his  solicitude  to  consult  "  the  happiness  of  society,**  be  enu- 
merated the  benefits  man  enjoys  from  keeping  woman  from  her  rights,  without 
even  dreaming  that  woman  was  at  all  considered  in  it ;  and  this  is  the  true  par- 
liamentary d^nition.  fiir  statesmen  never  Inctndt  woman  in  their  aolicitode  for 
tbe  bapfdneaa  of  aociety.  Ob,  no  I  abe  ia  not  yet  reoogniaed  aa  btfonging  to 
Ihe  honorable  body,  unless  taxes  are  required  fiir  ita  benefltt  or  tbo  penAUiea  of 
the  law  have  to  be  enforced  for  its  security. 

Thus,  beinp  either  unwilling  or  afraid  to  do  woman  justice,  he  first  flattered 
her,  then,  in  Ins  ignorance  of  her  true  nature,  he  assumed  that  if  she  has  her 
rigbta  cqval  with  man,  abc  woold  ceaae  to  be  woman->lbraa]n  tin  partner  of 
ber  cziatenoa,  tbe  diild  d  bar  boaom,  dry  up  her  sympatblea,  atifle  bar  amo- 
tions, turn  recreant  to  her  own  nature.  Then  his  blind  selfishness  took  the 
alarm,  lest,  if  womui  were  more  independent,  she  might  not  be  willing  tc  be 
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the  obedient,  Mrrile  tool,  inpHdtljr  to  ob^  and  minister  to  the  pMsiona  and 
follies  of  man ;  "  and  as  he  ooold  not  rob  Unuidf  of  theee  inezpceMibla  bene- 
fits, therefore  he  said,  No." 

The  Bpeecb  of  Antoinette  Brown,  and  the  resolution  she  presented 
opened  the  question  of  aothority  as  agAinst  individual  judgment, 

and  roused  a  prolonged  and  pomewhfit  l)itter  fliVcn^sion,  to  which 
Mrs.  Stanton's  letter,*  read  in  a  most  emphatic  mnnner  by  Susan  B. 
Anthony,  added  intensity.  It  continued  at  intervals  for  two  days, 
calling  out  great  diversity  of  sentiment.  Rev.  Junius  Hatch,  a  Con- 
gregational minister  from  Massacliasetts,  questioned  tlie  officers  of  the 
Convention  as  to  their  beh'ef  in  the  paramount  authority  of  the  Bible, 
saying  the  impression  had  gone  abioad  that  the  Convention  was  in- 
fidel in  character.  The  President  roled  that  question  not  before 
the  Convmtion. 

Thomas  MeCUntookt  said,  to  go  haek  to  a  partioolar  era  fi»r  a 
standard  of  religion  and  morality,  is  to  adopt  an  imperfect  standard 
and  impede  the  progress  of  troth.  The  host,  minds  of  to-day  sorely 
nnderstand  the  vital  issnss  of  this  hoor  better  than  those  possibly 
eodld  who  have  slmnhered  in  their  graves  for  oentories.  ICrs. 
Nichols,  whom  the  city  press  spoke  of  as  wielding  a  trenchant 
blade,  announced  herself  as  having  been  a  member  of  a  Baptist 
church  since  the  age  of  ei^t  years,  thoa  safficientiy  proving  her 
orthodoxy.  Mrs.  Rose,  expressing  the  conviction  that  belief  does 
not  depend  upon  vohintary  inclination,  deemed  it  right  to  interpret 
the  Bible  as  lie  or  slie  thought  best,  but  objected  to  any  such  inter- 
pretation g<^»ing  forth  a.s  the  doctrine  of  the  Convention,  as,  at  best, 
it  wsis  but  mere  opinion  and  not  authority. 

The  debate  upon  Mit«  Brown's  resolution  was  renewed  in  the 
aftenioon,  during  which  the  Rev.  Junius  Hatch  made  so  coarse  a  ' 
speech  that  the  President  was  obliged  to  call  him  to  order.  %  Paying 

*  See  Appendix. 

t  Thia  noble  am  WM  woiaag  the  flnt  to  append  his  nane  to  the  dedantkm  of  rights 

Issaed  at  Seneca  Falls,  and  he  did  BOt  wlflMlnw  it  whm  tho  pnM  iMfOB  to  ridteolo  tho 
proceedings  of  Uic  ConveDtion. 
tBov.lir.HiteliftnvelilBMeaofflmtetolovelUMae.  IteomtotodtatliatehriBklngMtenqr 

which,  like  the  modest  violet,  hid  itself  until  Dooght ;  tli;xt  modesty  which  led  womon  to 
bloeb,  to  cast  down  tlieir  eye*  when  meeting  men,  or  walking  ap  the  aisle  of  a  church  to 
drop  the  vefl;  to  wear  long  drirto,  tnatead  of  tadteting  tto  «ini<fow«r,  whleh  lifted  up 
its  bead,  seeming  to  saj' :  "Come  and  admire  me."  He  repeated  the  remarks  mncic  near 
tbe  door  on  some  of  the  sprakers.  The  Prasldeni  hoped  be  would  keep  in  order,  and 
not  Klate  the  vulgar  converaatlon  of  his  aHodatat.  He  went  on  in  a  similar  strain  until 
the  indignation  of  the  audience  became  universal,  when  be  was  summarily  stopped. 

In  the  midst  of  bis  remarks  Miss  Anthony  suggested  that  tho  Reverend  irentlemnn 
doubtless  belonged  to  the  pin-cushion  ministry,  educated  by  women's  sowing  socleUcs  t 
wUdi,  00  Inquiry,  proved  true.  It  was  almost  alwajatiieoaae  thafctha  **poorhiitploas  '* 
yonnginnn,  whnhnd  Mndied  biaprofeaakHiaitbeaxpcDMOf  woiiMii,proT0dmoatnam>ir 
and  bigoted  In  his  t«acLilugs. 
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no  heed  to  this  reprimand  he  coutinued  in  a  strain  so  derogatory  to 
his  own  dignity  and  so  insulting  to  the  Convention,  that  the  audience 
called  out, Sit  down  I  Sit  down  1  Shut  up !  ^  forcing  the  Reverend 
geadeiiiftii  to  bis  teat  The  diwotdcD  ttOl  ooutiniied  between  the 
membero  of  tbe  ConventioD ;  Ifin  Browii  mutauiiiig  ber  leeoultiQQ, 
Mn.  Boee  opposing  it. 

Mrs.  MoTT,  vacating  the  chair,  spoke  ia  opposition  to  the  resolution,  and  related 
ber  anti-slavery  experieace  upon  the  Bible  question ;  one  party  taking  great 
pains  to  show  that  the  Bible  was  opposed  to  slaveiy,  while  tbe  other  side  quoted 
texts  to  ptove  it  of  divine  origin,  thns  wasdng  their  time  by  b«nd  jing  Seilptare 
texts,  and  interfering  with  the  business  of  their  meetings.  The  advocates  of 
emancipation  soon  learned  to  adhere  to  their  own  great  work — that  of  declaring 
the  inherent  right  of  man  to  himself  and  his  earnings — and  that  self-evident 
truths  needed  no  argument  ur  outward  authority.  We  already  see  the 
diMdviBtagtt  of  mcli  diteaialoiis  liere.  It  is  sot  to  Im  nqipOMd  tiwt  tU  the 
advice  given  by  th«  i^ooUes  to  the  women  of  their  day  is  iqipBcable  to  our 
more  intelligent  ago;  nor  is  there  any  pisngo  of  Scriptoro  mtking  those  texts 
binding  upon  us. 

A  QsHTLBMAH  ssid :  **AJ1  Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and 
profitable,  eto."  Dost  not  tbfo  apply  to  tiiolatist  period  t 
Lmauma  Hon :  If  tim  apsaker  will  torn  to  the  pomago  he  wiR  find  tiiat  tiie 

word  "  w,"  being  in  italico,  was  inserted  by  the  translators.  She  accepted  it  as 
in  the  original,  "All  Scriptures  f^ten  by  inspiration  of  Cod,  is  profitable,  etc.'' 
She  was  somewhat  familar  with  the  Scriptures,  and  at  a  suitable  time  would  bare 
DO  objection  to  discuss  thejquestion.  She  conclnded  by  moving  that  the  reeo- 
Intion  be  laid  on  tbe  taUe,  whidi  wu  mianimoasly  carried. 

On  the  morning  of  the  last  day  tlie  i'resident  stated  that  the  sub- 
ject of  organizing  a  National  Society  waft  to  be  (li^eussi'd.  aiui  at  her 
suggestion  Mr.  May  read  a  lon^j;  and  interesting  letter  from  Augelina 
•  Grimk^  Weld,  from  which  we  give  the  salient  points : 

" Oiganization  is  two-fold — natural  and  artificial,  dirine  and  human.  Natu- 
ral organization^  arc  based  on  the  principle  of  progression;  the  eternal  law  of 
change.  But  human  or  artificial  organizations  are  built  upon  tbe  principle  of 
crystalliastion;  they  JIa  the  oonditiocM  of  aooloty;  they  aeeh  to  dagoocreotype 
tbeniselveo,notonthepreaontageoaly,lNitonfbtaregenerBtioiiB;  honooithcyftt* 
ter  and  distort  the  ex|>ftnding  mind.  Organizations  do  not  protect  the  sacredness 
of  the  individual ;  their  toudency  to  gink  the  individual  in  the  mass,  to  sacri- 
fice bis  rights,  and  immolate  him  un  the  altar  of  some  lancie<l  good. 

It  is  not  to  organisation  that  I  object,  but  to  an  artificial  todety  that  must 
prove  a  burden,  a  olog,  an  ineombrance,  rather  than  a  bdpi  Sodi  an  organ- 
ization as  now  actually  exists  among  the  women  of  America  I  hail  wifll  iMartfeit 
joy.  We  are  bound  together  by  the  natnrnl  tics  of  spiritual  aflSnity ;  we  arc 
drawn  to  each  other  becuuse  we  are  attracted  toward  one  common  center — the 
good  of  humanity.  We  need  no  external  bonds  to  bind  ua  together,  no  cum- 
hnraa  machinery  to  ke^  oar  minda  and  hearts  in  unity  of  purpose  and  efibft  • 
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ira  an  not  the  lifeless  stayes  of  a  barrel  whidi  can  be  held  together  oik\j  by  the 

iron  hoops  of  an  artificial  organiiation. 

The  present  aspect  of  organizations,  whether  in  Church,  or  State,  or  aociety 
at  large,  ftretokena  diiaoliitioii.  The  wrinkka  and  totterings  of  age  are  on 
them.  The  power  of  ofgaiiiwtion  haa  been  deemed  neomaaiy  only  became  the 

power  of  Truth  has  not  been  appreciated,  and  just  in  proportion  as  we  rever- 
ence the  individual,  and  trust  the  unaided  potency  of  Truth,  we  shall  find  it 
useless.  What  organization  in  the  world's  history  has  not  encumbered  the 
onfettered  aodon  of  tfaow  who  oraated  itt  Indeed,  haa  not  been  used  as 
an  eoi^ne  of  oppreiafoii. 

The  importance  of  this  question  can  hardly  be  duly  magnified.  How  few 
organizations  have  ever  had  the  power  which  this  is  destined  to  wield  1  The 
prayers  and  sympathies  of  the  ripest  and  richest  minds  will  be  ours.  Vast  is 
the  influence  which  true-hearted  women  will  exert  in  the  coming  age.  It  is  a 
beantiAil  ooineldenoe,  that  jnet  aa  the  old  epoeha  of  despotism  and  daTcry, 
PriestcraA  and  Political  intrigue  are  dying  out,  just  as  the  splritaal  part  of  man 
is  rising  into  the  fi«pcndpncy,  Woman's  Rights  are  being  canvassed  and  con- 
ceded, so  tlint  wtien  she  becomes  his  partner  in  office,  higher  and  holier  princi- 
ples of  action  will  form  the  basis  of  Qovernmental  administration. 

AirosLuiA  GBnacA  Waux 

The  reading  of  Mrs.  Weld's  letter  was  followed  bv  a  spirited  dis- 
CQseion,  re^ultiog  in  the  coDtjnaaQce  of  the  Central  Committee, 
composed  of  represeotative  men  and  women  of  the  several  States, 
which  waa  the  oolj  form  of  National  Organisation  nntil  after  the 
war. 

Hart  Sfbhtostbad  moved  that  I3ie  Conventiim  pfooeed  to  ofgaaiie  a 

National  "Woman's  Ripbts  Society. 

Airs.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Davis  did  not  like  to  be  bound  by  a  Constitution 
longer  than  during  the  sessions  of  the  C  (uveution.  Both  recommended  the 
ibnnation  of  Stale  flodetlea. 

1>r.  Habbiov  K.  Hmrr  apoke  aa  a  phyaldan  In  deeming  aponlanflity  aa  a  law 
of  natore. 

Ernestink  L.  Hose  declared  organizations  to  be  like  Chinese  banda<ie3.  In 
political,'  moral,  and  religiuus  bodies  thej  hindered  the  growth  of  men ;  they 
were  incubi ;  she  hcnelf  had  cut  looee  fton  an  organiaatipn  into  which  ahe  had 
been  bom  f  ehe  knew  what  it  had  ooat  her,  and  having  boqght  that  little  fteo- 
dom  for  what  was  dearer  to  her  than  lift  itielf,  ahe  prized  it  too  highly  to  ever 
put  herself  in  the  same  shackles  again. 

LrcT  Stone  said,  that  like  a  burnt  child  that  dreads  the  fire,  they  had  all 
been  in  permanent  organizatio  ns,  and  therefore  dread  them.  She  henclf  had 
had  enough  of  thnmbHMsrewa  and  aoid  iciew*  ever  to  wish  to  be  plaeed  under 
Uiem  again*   f  he  present  duty  is  agitation. 

Rev.  Samtel  J.  May  deemed  a  system  of  action  and  co-operation  all  that  was 
needed.  There  is  probably  n  it  one  woman  in  a  thousand,  not  one  in  ten  thou- 
sand who  has  well  considered  the  disabilities,  literary,  pecuniary,  social,  politi- 

•  The  Jewish. 
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cal,  under  which  she  labors.  Ample  provision  must  be  made  for  woman'a  odo- 
cation,  as  liberal  aad  thorough  as  that  provided  for  the  other  sex. 

If  I*.  0.  L  H.  'SmmstM  DiTored  OfgtatMtloB  m  a  hmnom  to  Mlleat  i&d  Noder 
opendTB  the  fragmentary  elemente  now  IkToring  the  came. 

Rer.  Abbak  P»nnB»  in  an  aUe  qieeohflhvoced  Natiooel  and  State  oiganlaadoa. 

The  discussion  was  closed  by  the  adoption  of  libe  f oUowing  resolu- 
tion, introduced  by  Paulina  Wright  DaTis: 

Hewhed,  That  this  National  Convention  earnestly  recommends  to  those  who  are 
members  of  it  tnm.  sereral  States,  and  to  thoee  persons  in  any  or  all  of  onr  Statee, 

who  are  interested  in  this  g^eat  reform,  that  they  cell  meetings  of  the  States  or 

the  counties  in  -vvhich  they  live,  ccrtiiinly  as  often  as  once  a  year,  to  consider  the 
principles  of  this  reform,  and  devise  measures  for  their  promulgation,  and  thus 
co  operate  with  all  throughout  the  natioa  and  the  world,  for  the  elevatioo  of 
women  to  a  proper  place  in  the  mental,  moral,  social,  religious,  and  political 
world. 

It  is  impossible  to  more  thau  give  the  spirit  of  the  Oonveutiou, 
though  glimpses  of  it  and  its  participanta  may  be  caught  in  the  brief 
sketch  of  its  prooeedings.  In  aooordsnce  with  the  call,  woman*s  so- 
cial, ciTil,  and  leligioas  rights  were  all  diseossed.  Lu<^  Stone  made 
a  briUiaQt  elodng  address,  the  dozology  was  sung  to  Old  Hmtdred,'' 
and  the  OonTention  a^jonnied. 

The  character  and  influence  of  this  Convention  can  best  be  shown 
by  the  reports  of  the  city  press.* 

Th»  Simdard,  September  18, 1909. 

Tna  WoM A»*8  Kiobtb  CoKTrntmox  was  in  session  during  three  days  of  last 

week  in  tliis  city,  and  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  persons,  not  lees, 
probably,  thau  2.000.    Such  a  Convention,  even  in  this  city  of  conventions 

was  something  uew  under  the  sun  The  discussions  were  characterized  by 

»  degree  of  ability  that  would  do  credit  to  any  deliberatiTe  body  in  the  country. 
....  Some  able  letters  were  read  to  the  Convention.  Among  the  m<iet  note- 
worthy was  that  of  Mr*.  Stanton  Mrs.  Mott  presided  over  the  Convention 

with  much  dli^tiity  find  ability  If  any  of  the  nnturHl  right^i  belongini;  to 

women  are  witliheld  from  tliem  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  society,  it  is  due  to 
them  thut  a  remedy  should  be  applied ;  .  .  .  .  those  amon^  them  who  are  ag- 
grieved should  have  aa  opportunity  to  g^ve  ftoe  expreasion  to  their  opioiooa. 
This  will  hurt  nobody,  and  those  who  profess  to  be  alarmed  at  the  resnl^  should 
dismiss  thdr  fenr^. 

TAe  Jkul/y  Journal  (IF%v),  Sq^tenber  18, 1852. 
Thk  National  Woman's  Riohts  Convkntiov  — After  a  duration  of  three 
mortal  days  this  august  Convention  came  to  a  "  happy  and  peaceful  end  "  Fri- 
day eyening  All  who  attended  any  portion  of  the  Convention,  or  the 

whole,  will  unite  with  us  ia  pionomMing  it  the  most  dignified,  orderly,  snd  In* 
tsnsiing  deliberative  body  evwr  convened  in  this  dty.  The  offioen,  and  most 

*  See  Appendix  for  coiuiueats  of  Sipracute  Star  and  Neto  York  Htratd. 
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especially  tbc  distinguished  woman  who  occupied  the  prosidtnt's  chair,  evinced 
a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  dutiLs  of  their  station,  and  performed  them 

in  an  admirable  manner  No  pt^rsou  acquainted  with  the  doings  of  the 

assembly  tad  cftpable  of  pMsing  judgment  In  ttie  mttter,  win  dray  there  wee  a 
greater  amoant  of  talent  in  the  Woman's  Rights  OanTentioik  than  has  charac- 
terized nny  public  gathering  in  this  State  during  ten  years  past,  and  probably  a 

lon>;t  r  jx  riod,  if  ever  For  compact  logic,  eloquent  and  correot  expression, 

*  and  the  making  of  plain  and  frequent  poiuts.  we  have  never  met  the  equal  of 
two  or  three  of  the  number.  The  appesranoe  of  all  befaie  the  audience  waa 
modest  and  nnaasnming,  though  prompt,  eneigetio,  and  confident. 

BosinesB  was  brought  forward,  calmly  dettberafted  upon,  and  discussed  with 
unanimity,  and  in  a  spirit  becoming  true  woman,  and  which  would  add  on  un- 
known dignity  and  consequent  influence  to  the  transactions  of  public  associations 
of  the  lords."  ....  The  appearance  of  the  platform  was  pleasing  and  really 
imposing  in  the  eztremeL  Tlie  gahui^  of  bold  womeo— fbr  tb^  were  really 
bold,  Indeed  they  are  daring  women— presented  a  spectacle  the  like  of  which 
we  never  Ix  ftire  witneflged.'  A  glance  at  the  "good  old  lady  "  who  presided 
with  so  much  dignity  nnd  pro{«riety,  and  through  tlie  list  to  the  youngest  eor 
gaged  in  the  cause,  was  enough  to  impress  the  unprejudiced  beholder  with  the 
idea  that  there  moat  be  tomeMmg  in  tiie  movement  ....  The  aadionce  waa 
laige  and  more  impneuTe  than  has  marked  any  conTuntion  ever  held  here.  .... 
Wo  ftel  in  a  mood  to  dip  lightly  into  a  discussion  of  the  Woman's  Rights  ques- 
tion Our  sober  second  thought  dictates  that  a  three  days'  enlightenment 

at  the  intellectual  feast  spread  by  Beauty  and  Qenias,  may  have  turned  our 
brains,  and  consequently  we  dedst. 

The  discussions  of  this  Convention  did  not  end  with  its  adjourn- 
ment ;  its  sine  die  had  effect  only  upon  the  assembled  body ;  for 
months  afterward  controversies  and  discnsfions,  both  public  and  pri- 
vate, took  place.  Clergymen  of  Syracuse  and  adjoining  cities  kept 
the  interest  glowing  by  their  etfurts  to  deatroy  tlie  intiuence  of  the 
Convention  by  the  cry  of  infidel."  A  clerg^'uian  of  Auburn  not 
only  preached  against  the  Convention  a.s  "  infidel,"  but  as  one  hold- 
ing authority  over  the  cousiciences  of  \nA  flock,  boldly  asserted  that 
**no  member  of  his  congregation  was  tainted  with  the  miholy 
doctrine  of  woman's  rights." 

Rev.  Byron  Sunderland,  pastor  of  the  Plymouth  Congregational 
Church  of  Syraciue  (dnoe  Chaplain  of  the  United  Statee  Senate), 
chanetoriaed  it  in  his  Bermon*  as  a  Bloomer  Convention^''  taking 
for  hie  text  Beat.  xzii.  5 : 

The  woman  shall  not  wear  that  which  pertaineth  unto  man ;  neifherihiH  a  man 
put  CO  a  woman's  garment;  for  all  that  do  ao  are  an  abomloatloD  to  the  Lord 
thy  God. 

*  This  sermou  wae  reviewed  by  Mutllda  Josl^'n  Gage,  and  a  newsp^Mr  coDtroveraj  be> 
tween  Mr.  Bnnderland,  Mrs.  Oage,  und  othen  Inaugurated.  Vor  SCfenl  mODtha  the  press 
eC  the  eflgr  wss  eoUvened  by  these  snpplementaty  debates. 


Digitizecj  by  google 


544  History  of  Woman  Suffrage, 

Mn.  Gage's  reply,  in  the  abaence  of  the  editor,  appewed  in  The 
JShTf  in  whoae  oolnmniBev.  ICr.  Snndnrland'sBennon  luid  boen  given 
the  public,  calling  forth  Ae  following  letter : 

WiBHUiaMS,  JKw.  SO,  18S9. 

Tb«  zMden  of  TktBtatan  ftwan  that  the  editor  dece  notMaotion  the  ridie- 

Qlons  stuff  wliich  appeared  in  the  issues  of  the  17th  and  18tb  insts.  over  the 
signature  of  ■  M  "  upon  the  subject  of  W  oraau's  Rights  "  nor  docs  he  appppve 
of  its  admission  in  the  columns  of  the  paper,  and  hereby  disclaims  having  au- 
thorized the  publication  of  any  such  emanations  from  the  pit  during  his 
ateenoe  ftom  home.  When  etUe  poit  he  wiiiiellniei  gtveo  pabllelty  to  inch 
oonuamileetiooft  ibr  the  pnxpoie  of  •howing  vp  the  Mmy  of  the  podtions  token, 
but  never  does  he  intend^  so  long  ae  he  bee  oootrol  of  its  columns,  to  Allow  The 
Star  to  become  the  medium  of  disseminating  corrupt  and  unwholesome  doc- 
trines. Sach  doctrines  have  found  and  will  continue  to  find  means  enough  with 
which  to  do  their  duty  in  Syracuse  without  the  aid  of  a  rtpuUMe  newspaper  in 
their  behalf;  aad  the  editor  indeed  ia  gnaClj  anrpriaed  that  those  who  tempo- 
rarily ffll  his  place,  should  lend  The  Star  to  ao  baae  pnrpoaea  We  tmst  that 
these  words  (if  diaoretion  doea  not)  will  pteTent  Itartber  eneroaohment  upon  oar 
good  nature. 

2^  Carson  Ztague,  quoting  the  above  editorial,  sajs: 

It  ia  the  first  paragraph  of  the  above  letter  that  is  noticeable.  Tfie  S/ar  U  the 

organ  of  a  certain  class  of  ministers.  Messrs.  Snnd«  rl;ind  and  Asliley  and  Tfie 
ptar  nestle  in  a  commou  sympathy.  It  is  si^nirtcunt  of  the  character  of  their 
published  sermons,  that  The  iStar  stands  alone  in  their  defence.  More  signifi- 
cant atill  that  JUatar  negataaall  repliea  to  them,  even  byalady.  one  tk$ 
»^H**M7i  the  thief.  eirt  tihe  aaya  the  aasaaain.  "Pkt^  out  the 

light, ^"^  says  The  Star;  and  verily  if  these  gentlemen  had  their  way.  the  light 
would  go  out  in  Egyptian  darkness.  It  is  wholesome  doctrine,  in  the  opinion 
of  The  Star,  to  deny  woman's  rights  and  negroes  rights  and  the  right  of  free 
diacnssion,  to  maintidii  them  is  to  cotmtenanee  **eorrapt  and  nawhideMNM 
dnetrinaa.* 

The  subject  of  woraan^s  rights  somehow  is  aftlneting  geaenU  attention.  Rev. 
Mr.  Sunderland,  of  this  city,  in  a  published  sermon,  sought  to  bring  the  whole 
matter  into  contemjit.  under  cover  of  the  ridicule  of  the  Bloomer  dref»s.  His 
position  is,  that  if  God  made  mau  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  He  made  woman 
a  little  lower  atilL  Hia  aermon  we  gave  last  wedc  TUa  week  we  give  a  wmnan"^ 
reply  to  it  ITobly  has  ahe  ahown  him  np.  We  like  her  review.  She  tnatn 
bis  argument  gravely,  and  answers  it  lojjically.  She  ha*;  touched  the  tender  in 
bira.    Hp  will  begin  to  think  women  are  somebody  after  all.    We  think  he 

should  have  measured  hiscaitifre  before  making  such  a  tilt  Regarding  his 

oondilion  aa  tnttiar  awkward,  and  finding  it  difilenlt  to  he  quiet,  he  appears  in 
the  Friday  Star  with  the  Iblhnring  eqaivoeal  oommnniealion : 

The  Womeu^i  RigkU  Que$tion.-~MT.  Editor :  The  last  two  numbers  of  TTte  Star 
contain  an  article  purporting  to  review  ray  Sermon  from  Deut.  xxii.  5,  hut  the 
author  does  not  appear.  The  article  in  question  contains  inaccuracie=i  which 
should  be  no'iced  for  the  author^s  future  benefit.  If  the  author  should  turn  out  to 
be  a  man,  I  should  have  no  o^^^^*^  ^        ^  ihot»  inaoeoraeiaa  through 
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jour  columns.  But  if  tbe  writer  is  a  lady,  why,  I  really  doil*t  know  jet  what  I 
flball  do.  tf  I  thought  the  wonld  ooDMnt  to  a  personal  intoriew,  I  should  like 


Some  other  person,  under  the  head  of  *'  A  Reader,"  addressed  the 
following  to  TAe  Stur,  which,  in  the  editor's  absence,  was  published  : 

How  is  this,  Mr.  Editor?  A  few  days  since  I  read  in  your  papers  a  pprmon 
on  woman's  rights  by  Rev.  Byron  Sunderland.  In  your  numbers  of  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  I  found  an  able  and  respectful  Reriewof  that  diaoomie— ft  Revieir 
whieh,  to  some  pointed  is  muuuwerable,  espeeially  id  the  nuttter  of  Scrfptoie  and 
female  dress.  Tlio  dominie  appealed  in  Scripture,  and  the  reviewer  "  has  him 
fist.  '  I  luive  heard  it  more  than  once  intimiite«l  that  the  writer  of  this  able, 
and  in  sonic  instances  most  eloquent,  review,  is  a  lady  of  this  city.  Are  we  to 
understand  that  it  is  an  article  in  the  code  of  anti-progressive  ethics,  that  the  same 
article  written  by  »  mui,  will  be  enswered  by  Mr.  Sunderlaiid,  bat  if  written  by  it 
woman,  will  not  be  answered  t  I  may  have  misunderatood  Mr.  Snnder1and*8  note 
in  this  morning's  SfttTf  bat  I  so  understood  it  If  oorreetiy  nnderstoo<l  n<  >  com> 
ment    necessary.  A  liBADBJU 

Nod  mber  10, 1852. 

Upon  the  ezpreenon  of  Mr.  Sanderiftod's  deaiie  to  meet  the  re- 
viewer of  his  Berraon,  if  a  lady,  and  his  willingneBB  to  continue  the 

controversy,  Tfie  Star  finally  opened  its  colnnms  to  Mrs.  Oage,  al- 
though delaying  the  publication  of  her  articles,  sometimes  for  weeks, 
to  suit  the  dominie's  conTenience,  and  allowing  his  reply  to  appear 

in  the  same  issue  of  the  pa]>er  with  her  answer  to  his  preceding  arti- 
cle. Mr.  Sundorland's  reply  to  "  A  T^eader  "  wa?  chnracteriBtic  of  the 
spirit  of  tlie  clergy,  not  only  of  their  intolerauce,  but  of  their  pat- 
ronizintr  and  insulting  manner  toward  all  persons  who  presumed  to 
quebtiou  either  their  authority  or  learning. 

The  impertinence  of  *^A.  Beedtt^ie  quite  dnraetsriitia  That  individual 

probably  knows  as  much  about  the  Bible  as  a  wild  ass^  colt,  and  is  requested  at 
this  time  to  keep  a  proper  distance.  Wtien  a  body  is  trying  to  find  out  and 
pay  attention  to  a  lady,  it  is  not  good  manners  for  A  Reader  "  to  be  thruBt  in 
between  w. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ashley,  rector  of  St.  Paul's,  the  first  Episcopal  Church 
of  Syracuse,  also  preached  a  sermon  at^ainst  woman,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  pamphlet  form,  and  scattered  over  the  State.  This  sermon 
was  reviewed  by  a  committee  of  ladies  appointed  by  the  Ladies'  Ly- 
ceum. It  wad  au  able  and  lengthy  document  from  the  pen  of  the 
chairman  of  the  comtuittee,  a  member  of  tlie  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  a  significant  sign  of  wouian's  growing  iudepeiidence  of  clerical 
authority.    This  sermon  and  its  reply  was  also  published  by  the  city 
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press ;  the  Church,  the  preae,  and  the  fireside  all  aiding  in  tlie  contia 
ued  dissemination  of  the  woman's  riirhts  discmssion. 

The  publication  of  the  proceediugs  of  ihe  Convention  in  pamphlet 
fcNrm  gave  T%s  Star  occasion  tm  a  new  f almination  which  not  only 
ferther  showed  the  base  character  of  this  sheet,  bat  which  shocked 
all  devoat  minds  by  its  patronizing  tone  toward  fhe  Deity.  Both  in 
the  Oonvention  and  its  following  debate,  Syracuse  well  maintained 
its  charscter  for  radicalism. 

MOB  OONVENnOK  IN  NEW  YORK. 
Broadway  Tabbrztaole,  S^t.  6  and  7, 1858. 

Tliis  week  x<  already  stated  was  one  of  unusual  excitement  iti  the 
city  of  New  York,  an  representatives  of  all  the  unpopular  reforms 
were  holding  their  several  conventions.  The  fact  that  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  held  a  meeting  on  Sunday  morning,  and  Antoinette 
Brown  preached  to  live  thousand  people  the  same  evening,  called 
out  the  denunciations  of  the  religious  press,  which  intensified  the 
mol)  spirit,  culminating  at  last  in  the  Woman's  Rights  Cun  vent  ion. 
That  portion  of  the  secular  press  which  had  slioNvn  the  most  l)itter 
opposition  to  the  anti-alavery  cause,  now  manifested  the  same  »}nrit 
toward  the  enfraneh&ement  of  woman. 

The  leading  papers  in  the  (Tnited  States  were  Tks  T^Hwie,  The 
MenOd^  7%$  TWam,  1%$  Bm/ing  PoO^  and  7^  Etpresa,  which 
gave  tone  to  the  entire  press  of  the  oonntiy.  All  these  jounials 
were  edited  by  men  of  marked  ability,  eaeh  rq>reB6nting  a  difTerent 
class  of  thought  in  the  oommnnity.  The  Tribvne  was  independent, 
and  fearless  in  the  expression  of  opinions  on  unpopular  reforms ;  its 
editor,  Horace  Greeley,  ever  ready  for  the  consideration  of  new  ideas, 
was  on  many  points  the  leader  of  liberal  thought. 

The  Herald  was  recognized  by  reformers  as  at  the  head  of  the 
opposition,  and  its  diatribes  were  considered  "Satanic."  Its  editor, 
James  Gordon  Bennett,  pandered  to  the  lowest  tastes  in  the  com* 
munity,  not  merely  deriding  reforms,  but  li<»lding  their  advocates  up 
to  the  ridicule  of  a  class  too  degraded  to  understand  the  meaning  of 
reform. 

The  Times  lield  a  middle  position ;  established  at  a  much  later 
<iate,  its  influence  was  not  so  great  nor  extende<i  as  either  T7i^  Trib- 
une or  The  Herald.  It  represented  that  large  conservative  class 
that  fears  all  change,  and  accepts  the  conditions  of  its  own  day  and 
generation,  knowing  that  in  all  upheavals  the  wejilthy  class  is  the  first 
and  greatest  loser.     From  this  source  the  mob  spirit  draws  its  in- 


Digitized  by  Google 


Henry  J,  Raymond, 


647 


spiiatioD.  Yiolenee  being  the  otitgrowtii  of  superetition  and  despot- 
ism ;  the  false  morality  and  philosophy  taught  by  the  press  and  the 
pulpit  aie  illoatrated  by  the  lower  orders  in  hissee,  grosns,  and  brick- 
hats.  Although  far  below  Horace  Greeley  in  sagacily,  intelligence, 
and  oonsdenoe,  Henry  J.  Baymond  claimed  for  his  paper  a  position 
anperior  in  respectabili^.  Having  originated  the  present  system  of 
reporting,  and  thereby  acquired  his  first  repotation,  Mr.  Baymond 
prided  himself  npon  reportorial  sharpness,  even  at  the  expense  of 
veracity  and  common  self-respect.  That  woman  so  long  degraded 
should  dare  to  speak  of  injustice,  so  loii^  defrauded  of  her  social,  civil, 
and  political  rights,  should  dare  to  (h  iiiund  some  restitution,  was  to 
Mr,  Rayinoud  so  tit  a  subject  for  ridicule  that  he  could  not  refrain 
from  making  even  such  women  as  Lucretia  Mott  and  Emestiue  L. 
Hose  targets  for  his  irony. 

The  ExprMS,  an  organ  of  the  Democratic  party,  was  in  its  debase- 
ment on  a  par  with  Tlui  Herald  and  Titnes,  thousrh  each  had  differ- 
ent styles,  more  or  less  refined,  of  doing  the  same  thing.  Encour- 
aged by  these  three  papers,  the  mob  element  held  high  carnival 
through  that  eventful  week.  Starting  in  the  anti-slavery  and  tem- 
perance meetings,  they  assembled  at  every  session  in  the  Woman's 
Iwights  Convention.  Gentlemen  and  ladies  alike  who  attempted  to 
apeak  were  interrupted  by  shouts,  hisses,  stamping,  and  cheers,  rade 
remarks,  and  all  manner  of  noisy  demonstrations.  The  clergy,  the 
press,  and  the  rowdies  combined  to  make  those  September  days 
a  diflgrace  to  the  metropolis,  days  never  to  be  foigotten  by  those 
who  endured  the  ridicnle  and  persecation. 

Although  the  Mayor  with  a  large  police  force  at  his  command 
made  no  show  even  of  protecting  the  right  of  free  speech,  the  editor 
of  The  Tribune  sent  forth  his  grand  fulminations  against  bigotry, 
hypocrisy,  and  vulgarity  in  every  issue  of  his  journal.  William 
Cullen  Bryant,  editor  of  T^^  Post,  one  of  the  purest  men  that  ever 
fitood  at  the  head  of  a  daily  {>aper,  also  spoke  out  grandly  against  mob 
law,  and  for  the  rights  of  woman.  We  have  made  this  brief  episode 
on  the  press,  that  our  readers  may  see  how  characteristic  are  the 
comments  of  each  paper  that  we  give  here  and  there  in  this  chapter. 

This  Convention,  interrupted  throughout  ])y  the  mob,  has  an 
unique  and  historic  value  of  its  own.  It  was  the  first  overt  exhibi- 
tion of  that  public  sentiment  woman  was  then  combating.  The 
mob  represented  more  than  itself ;  it  evidenced  that  general  mascu- 
line opinion  of  woman,  which  condensed  into  law,  forges  tibe  chains 
which  enslave  her.  Owing  to  the  turmoil  we  have  no  fair  report  of 
the  proceedings ;  it  was  impossible  for  the  representatives  of  the  press 


uiyi.i-  ':d  by  GoOglc 


548  History  cf  Woman  Suffrage, 


to  catch  what  was  said,  hence  their  reports,  as  well  as  the  one  issued 
by  our  Central  Committee,  are  alike  fragmentary.  And  yet  with 
Bueh  a  brilliant  array  of  speakers  of  both  men  and  women,  it  should 
have  been  one  of  our  most  interesting  and  snecessfnl  Conventions. 
The  Tabernacle,  holding  three  thousand  persons,  wa*?  packed  long  be- 
fore the  hour  announced.  At  ten  o'clock  Lucy  Stone  ciilled  the 
Convention  to  order,  and  presented  a  list  of  officers*  nominated  at  a 
preliminary  meeting,  which  was  adopted.  In  this  list  we  find  £u« 
gland,  Germany,  and  eleven  8titoa  lepfesented.  The  Rer.  WilHam 
Hemy  Channing  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer.  Aikat  which 
tfn.  Hott  mode  a  few  appropriate  imnarhs.  Loey  Stone  read  a 
series  of  fesolntionsf  whtdh  were  accepted  and  laid  on  the  table  for 
diacnfluon. 

Cbarlee  Burie^h  and  Lydia  A.  Jenkins  spoke  briefly  on  the  many 
grounds  of  opposition  to  this  movement,  which  in  all  respects  com- 
mends itself  as  one  of  the  greatest  reforms  of  the  age. 

Mr.  Garrison  said :  The  hrst  pertment  question  is,  what  has  brought  us 
together  t  Why  have  we  oome  from  the  Bast  and  from  tiMWMt»aadlk<^ 
the  Nortih  t  I  was  alKmt  to  add,  and  from  the  South;  bnt  the  South, 

alas  1  is  so  cursed  bj  the  spirit  of  davny.  that  tbara  seems  to  be  novi- 

tality  left  there  in  regard  to  any  enterpriHe,  ho-wf>ver  pood;  hence  the 
South  is  not  represented  on  an  occasion  like  thi.s.  It  is  because  juHtioe  is 
outraged.  We  have  met  to  protest  against  proud,  rapacioos,  iaexorable 
usarpatioD.  What  is  this  usurpation  f  What  is  this  opiMression  of  whieh 
we  eomplafax  t  Is  it  local  t  Does  it  pertain  to  the  city  of  New  York,  or 
to  the  Empire  State  ?  No  I  It  is  universal — broader  than  the  Empira 
State — broader  thtin  our  national  domains — wide  as  the  whole  world, 
weighing  on  the  entire  human  race.  How  old  is  the  oppression  which  we 
hava  mat  to  look  in  the  ftMe  f  Isitoftonlay  ?  Is  it  young  in  years,  or 
Is  it  as  old  as  the  wostd  itself  t  In  all  ages  men  have  rsgaided  women  as 
inferior  to  tbemselTes,  and  have  robbed  them  of  their  oo-eqnal  righti^. 
We  are,  therefore,  contesting  hoary  tyraany—universal  tyranny.  And 
what  follows,  as  a  natural  result  ? 


•  iV«i<4«t<.— LucratU  MotU 

Ffag-JfVMfcfaiiU.— Kra—Une  L.  Rom,  N«w  Toric;  PSallnA  W.  DttTto,  Bhode  IsUnd ; 

Clarina  I.  H.  Nlcbo1«,  Vermont;  Mary  Jack^tm,  Knglaiui  ;  Caroline  M.  Severance,  Ohli  ; 
8.  M.  Booth,  WlBconain ;  Wra.  Uoyd  Oarriaou,  Ma«tiacbaeetu ;  Mn).  J.  B.  Cbapnian, 
Indiana ;  Charlotte  Hubbard,  minoti ;  Roth  Dugdale,  PennsjlTaaia ;  0.  C.  BufMafa, 
Counectlcnt;  Au^^oliDa  G.  Wdd,  New  Jersey;  MathUdti  Pranceaka AUMk^ Genasajr. 

Secr(tnri«f.—l.^(\H  F.  Fowler,  Sidney  Pelrce,  Oliver  Johnaon. 

Sutifut  (AwwnO^ce.— Lacy  Stone,  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  James  Mott,  Harriot  K.  Hunt, 
IfanfuiftJoliosoD,  I^dlftliottt  WsndeU  Pblllipt,  Sarah  Hallock,  Wm.  H.  ChaaidDg,  Roth 

Duglftl-?,  Mnrtha  ,T  Tflden,  Ernestine  L.  Ro^e,  Elirabolh  Oake*.  Smith. 
finance  VvnunUtM.—%\iMku  B.  Anthoay,  Ljdla  A.  Jenkins,  Edward  A.  Stansbiuy. 

t  See  Appendix. 
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That  the  land  is  beginning  to  be  convulsed.  The  opposition  to  the 
movement  is  Hi^^^iiming  a  malignant,  desperate,  and  satanic  character; 
overy  missile  of  wickedness  that  can  be  burled  against  it  is  used.  The 
pulpit  is  eaeitedt  the  press  Is  tfoased;  Ghiuroh  sad  State  Mrs  fa  amis  to 
pat  down  a  movaiOMit  om  behalf  of  Justice  to  ooe-half  of  tlie  whole  ha* 
man  race.  (Laughter  and  cheers).  The  Bible,  revered  in  our  land  as 
the  inspired  Word  of  God,  i.'^.  by  pulpit  interpreters,  made  directly  hos- 
tile to  what  we  are  efideavoring  to  obtain  as  a  measure  of  right  and  Jus- 
Uoe;  and  tiie  *ay  of  imttdell^  Is  beard  <m  the  ilfl^t  hand  ^nd  on  the  left, 
In  (nder  to  eombine  pablie  opinion  so  as  to  ezttngaish  the  moTement. 

Now,  beloved,  let  us  not  imagine  that  any  strange  thing  has  happened 
to  us.  We  are  but  pasf»ing  through  one  of  the  world's  great  eriHes;  we, 
too,  in  our  day,  are  penuitted  to  contend  with  spiritual  wickedness  in 
high  places — with  principalities  and  powers.  What  reform  was  ever  yet 
began  and  eairied  on  with  aa7  reputation  in  the  day  theieof?  What  re- 
form,  however  glorious  and  divine,  was  ever  advocated  at  the  outnet  with 
rejoicing  ?  And  if  thev  have  called  the  Master  of  the  house  Beelzebab, 
how  much  luoro  them  of  his  household  ?    (Cheers  and  stamping). 

I  have  been  derisively  called  a  ' '  Woman's  Rights  Man.^'  I  know  no  such 
distlnoHon.  I  etalm  tobe  a  Hmuv  Biohts  Max,  and  wherever  there  is 
a  haman  b«Jng«  I  see  God-given  lights  inherent  in  that  b^ng  whatever 
may  be  the  sex  or  complexion. 

To  the  excellence  of  the  movement  God  has  given  witnesses  in  abun- 
dance, on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left.  Show  me  a  cause  anathema- 
tlsed  1^  the  ehlef  psiests,  the  sedbes,  and  the  pharisees ;  wlkieh  politieians 
and  demogogoes  endeavor  to  eroah,  which  reptiles  and  serpents  in  haman 
flesh  try  to  spread  their  slime  over,  and  hiss  down,  and  I  will  show  you  a 
oause  which  God  loves,  and  angels  contemplate  with  admiration.  Such 
is  our  movement.  Do  you  want  the  compliments  of  the  satanic  press, 
The  If«w  Tortit  Tlmes^  Rcprest^  and  HenHd  t  (Roan  of  laughter).  If  you 
want  the  eompliments  of  snob  Joamals,  yon  will  be  bad  enoagh  to  taice  a 
place  among  the  very  vilest  and  lowest  of  the  human  race.  They  are 
animated  by  a  brutal,  cowardly,  and  devilish  spirit.  Lot  as  rejoice  at  the 
manifestation  !  Not  for  the  wickedness,  but  at  the  evidence  thus  afford- 
ed by  God,  that  our  cause  is  of  Heaven,  and  therefore  has  on  its  side  all 
the  power  and  might  of  God,  and  in  dne  seseon  is  destined  to  liave  a 
glorioos  triumph  ! 

Charles  C.  Buhlbiqh  said :  There  is  a  feeling  to-day  that  woman  has 
some  rights,  that  phe  has  mine  reason  to  complain  of  the  present  relation 
in  wluch  she  is  placed.  In  this  country  we  congratulate  ourselves  that 
woman  oeoapies  a  higher  portion  tlmn  elaewliere,  althoagh  some  think 
it  woald  be  aealamity  to  improve  her  eondition  still  fhrther,  and  mere 
lianatioism  to  raise  lier  still  higher. 

The  cry  is — "  unnatural  !"  The  a.spiriition  of  woman  for  a  better  lot, 
say  her  opuressors,  is  not  natural,  it  is  abnormal !  80  they  say;  but  why 
not  hear  her  on  the  matter  t  Is  she,  the  most  interested  party,  to  have 
no  voloe  in  tlie  solati«Mi  of  a  qaestion  whioh  is  to  her  of  aaoh  overwhelm- 
ing interest  ?  I  ask.  did  God  give  woman  a.spirations  whioh  it  is  a  sinfor 
her  to  gratify  2  Abnormal  I  Mo,  it  is  to  be  found  everywhere.  Tlie  man 
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'Wbo«e  Mml  te  so  eaUoiu  that  he  em  hold  hie  feUow-niaii  ae  a  dm,  eriee 

out  (as  in  ezcnee)  that  the  slave  is  contented.  The  autocrat  exclaims 
that  it  if  only  a  turbulent  Kossuth  or  a  factious  Mazzini  who  feels  that 
uneasy  discontent  which  preys  not  on  the  hearts  of  his  millions  ot  legal 
slaves.  Will  that  be,  to  as,  an  argument  that  the  tyrant  is  in  the  right  ? 
No  I  the  aei^^one  to  Uberty  and  Jnetiee  are  nniveifla],  and  ever  tlMW^ 
the  volcanic  blaze  breaks  into  the  air  only  throogh  the  loftiest  mountain 
peaks,  the  volcano  if»  in  itnnlf  an  indoT  to  tlie  ocean  of  molten  fire  that 
boils  inaudibly  beneath  it.  And  eo  Ww  deep  discontent  of  humble  mil- 
lions breaks  through  the  mountain-minds  of  their  great  leaders.  Woman 
ie  a  part  of  the  haman  eommonwealtii;  why  deprive  ber  of  a  VK^ee  in  ite 
gOTemment  f  Wmnan  hevseli^  aeomponent  part  (rf the  eoanmimity,  mast 
be  called  into  the  councils  which  direct  it,  else  a  wrong  is  done  her,  tho 
responsibility  of  which  lies  henvily  on  tho^fe  who  do  it.  We  ask  rights 
for  woman,  because  she  has  a  human  nature,  and  it  is  not  only  ungener- 
ooa  and  iminaDly,  but  in  the  highest  degree  unjust  to  banish  her  from 
the  diaeoesimi  of  qaeetiooe  vhleh  io  neailf  and  dearij  eoneem  her,  and 
in  which  nature,  reason,  and  God  have  annonneed  that  she  shoald  have 

a  voice. 

Either  there  is  a  distinction  between  the  sphere  of  man  and  tliat  of 
woman,  or  there  is  not.  If  there  is,  it  is  onDair  to  have  one  dutermina 
both;  If  there  Is  not,  whf  doee  tyrannooe  onstom  separate  her  t  The  di- 
lemma Is  elear,  and  ean  not  be  eaeaped.  Botdi  ahoold  be  oalled  lata 

counsel,  every  note  in  the  scale  of  harmony  should  be  sounded;  and  to 
say  that  hers,  because  an  octave  higher,  should  not  be  heard,  is  down- 
right nonsense.  (Bousing  cheers  and  laughter).  We  claim  for  woman 
iimply  the  right  to  decide  her  own  sphere,  or,  in  conjunction  with  man, 
to  detmnine  what  should  be  the  relative  position  of  both. 

W.  H.  Chaining  said:  When  I  was  retoming  from  the  first  Woman's 
Ei^'ht.s  Meeting,  at  Worcester,  a  friend  said  to  me.  "  I  intend  getting  up 
u  Man's  Rights  Hocioty;  you  misunderst-and  thp  matter;  all  the  efforts  of 
society  are  for  the  elevation  of  woman,  and  man  has  to  perform  the 
drodgery.  The  eonseqnenee  is,  the  women  are  far  better  edoeated  tlian 
the  men.''  The  answer  was  obvious.  **If  women  are,  according  to 
your  admission,  tittivi  for  the  liigher  plane,  why  keep  them  on  the 
lower  ?  "  My  friend  then  went  on  to  say,  that  the  whole  of  this  scheme 
was  uuusidered  to  be  of  the  most  morally  visionary  character,  and  the 
proof  of  tliis  iiseling  was  the  slight  opposition  it  met,  "ibr,'*  said  he  "If 
it  were  loolced  on  by  sooiety  as  serions,  it  would  be  at  onoe,  and  foteibly, 
opposed  in  the  church,  by  the  press,  in  all  public  assemblies  and  private 
circles.''  Now.  the  object  of  this,  and  all  nueh  conventions,  is  to  prove 
that  we  have  made  up  our  minds  as  regards  operation  and  method;  that 
we  have  looked  elearly  into  tbe  Aitore;  and  that  we  have  at  heart  tliie 
movement,  as  we  have  no  other  of  the  day,  believing  that  out  of  tbii 
eentral  agitation  of  society  will  come  healthflnl  Issoes  of  life.  The  in- 
habitants of  Eastern  India  speak  of  a  procepp  for  gaining  immortality, 
namely,  churning  together  the  sea  and  the  t  artii.  They  say  the  gods  had 
the  serpent  by  the  head,  and  the  devils  had  it  by  the  tail,  and  out  of  the 
ehuming  of  ttie  ft>am  eame  tbe  waters  of  immortality.  The  movement 
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are  engaged  in,  iiiay  be  typified  by  the  Indian  allegory;  and  out  of 
the  commotion  we  make  shall  be  drawn  a  new  principle  wliich  shall  bo 
one  of  immortal  growth  to  all  society.    (Stamping,  cheers,  and  laughter). 

As  regards  the  diifereuoes  between  men  and  women,  we  say  that  out  of 
fhem  gfows  tmkm,  not  iep«mti<m.  "Biwwy  oigan  of  the  body  Is  doable; 
in  Uie  palflations  of  the  heart  a  doable  machinery  is  used,  there  is  a 
double  auricle  and  a  double  vontriclo.  It  is  so  in  the  inspirations  which 
flow  from  God  to  society;  they  must  pass  twice,  once  through  the  heart 
of  man,  once  through  the  heart  of  woman;  they  must  stream  tlirough 
tiie  refbnBlng  and  thvoogh  the  oonservoitlTe  ozgaa;  and  tlnis,  oat  of  tlia 
rmj  diflbienoe  wbleb  exitta  between  man  and  wonuuit  arieee  the  neeee- 
■lly  for  their  oo^poration.  It  has  never  been  asserted  that  man  and 
woman  are  alike;  if  they  were,  where  would  be  the  necessity  for  urging 
the  claims  of  the  one  ?  No;  they  differ,  and  for  that  very  reason  it  is, 
that  only  through  the  action  of  both,  can  the  follneas  of  their  being  find 
derelopment  and  ezpreaeioa.  We  know  that  woman  exerts  an  inflaenee 
on  man,  aa  man  does  on  woman,  to  call  forth  his  latent  reaooraes.  In 
the  difference,  we  find  a  call  for  union.  And  to  this  union  we  perceive 
no  limit;  on  the  contrary,  whatever  necessity  there  is  for  the  coinbinii- 
tion  in  the  private,  there  is  the  8ame  necessity  for  it  in  the  public  sphere. 
(Long  eontinaed  stam^ng  and  eheers). 

And  now  I  will  meet  the  two  great  objections  made.  It  is  not  objeo- 
tfonable,  it  is  said,  that  woman,  in  some  spheres  of  life,  should  give  an  ex- 
pression of  her  intellect;  but,  on  the  platform,  she  loses  her  character  of 
woman,  and  becomes  incidentally  masculine.  Just  observe  the  practical 
absmdltSes  of  wUeh  soeiety  is  guilty.  The  laigest  aasembltee  greet  with 
elamom  Jenny  Und,  when  she  enehalns  the  ear  and  exalts  the  soal  with 
the  sublime  strain,  "I  know  that  my  Redeemer  llveth";  bat  when  Mrs. 
Mott  or  Miss  Brown  stands  with  a  simple  voice,  and  in  the  spirit  of  truth, 
to  make  manifest  the  honor  due  to  our  Redeemer,  rowdies  hiss,  and  re- 
spectable Cltfistians  veil  their  faces  1  So,  woman  can  sing,  bat  not  speak, 
that  "oor  Redeemer  llTeth.'*  Again,  the  great  men  d  onr  land  do  not 
eondder  it  nqworthy  of  their  chanK  t*  ^  to  take  lirom  Fanny  Ellsler  what 
she  makes  by  the  movement  of  her  limbs,  by  a  mere  mechanical  action.* 
to  aid  in  erecting  a  ('(ilniiin  to  conimernorate  our  struggles  for  liberty. 
The  dollars  are  received  and  built  into  the  column;  but  when  Mrs.  Rose 
or  Mn,  Eoafeer,  who  feels  the  spirit  of  jastioe  within  her,  and  who  has  felt 
the  injasHee  of  the  laws,  stands  up  to  show  truth  and  Jastioe,  and  bnlld 
a  spiritual  column,  she  is  out  of  her  sphere  I  and  the  honorable  men  turn 
aside,  and  leave  her  to  be  the  victim  of  rowdyism,  disorder,  and  Inwlpss- 
ness  I  It  is  not  out  of  character  that  Fanny  IsLembie  should  read  Shake- 
speare on  the  stage,  to  large  elrdee.  The  exerrise  of  the  rtOae  on  the 
stage  is  womanly,  whfle  she  ^ves  oat  the  thoughts  of  another;  bat  sap- 
pose  (and  it  is  not  unsappoaable)  a  living  female  Shakespeare  to  appear 
on  ft  plfttfomi.  and  utter  her  inspirations,  delicacy  is  shocked,  decency  is 
outraged,  and  society  turns  away  in  disgust  !  Such  are  the  consistencies 
of  the  nineteenth  century  !   (Great  uproar). 

*  Fmidj  EUtler  danced  for  tbe  Bnnkw  HIU  monaoMQt. 
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This  is  simply  and  merely  prejudico.  and  it  reminds  me  of  the  proverb, 
"  If  you  would  behold  the  stars  aright,  blow  out  your  own  taper."  I  say 
there  is  a  epeelal  naaon  why  wnnaa  ahoiild  oome  ionraid  as  a  epeaker; 
becanee  dke  haa  a  power  of  etoqneiioe  widdi  men  has  not,  aiiaiiigfima 

the  fineness  of  her  organization  and  the  intuitive  power  of  her  eoal ;  and 
I  charge  any  man  with  arrogance,  If  he  pretend  to  match  himself  in 
this  respect  with  many  women  here,  and  thousands  throughout  our 
ooantey.  (Hissing).  I  take  it,  ttw  hiesing  comee  from  men  who  never 
had  a  mother  to  love  and  honor,  a  sieter  to  protect,  and  who  never  knew 
tiie  worth  of  a  wife.  Women's  power  to  cut  to  the  quick  and  toueh  the 
conscience,  is  beautifhlly  accompanied  by  her  unmatched  adaptation  to 
pour  balm  into  the  wound;  and  though  the  flame  she  applies  may  bum 
into  the  soul,  it  also  affords  a  light  to  the  conscience  which  never  can  be 
dimmed. 

There  is  an  eiqolslte  plotnre  by  Betsoh,  whieh  represents  angels  show* 

ering  roses  on  devils;  to  the  angels  thoy  are  roses,  but  the  ilevils  writhe 
under  them  as  under  tire.  On  sinful  souls  the  wordfS  of  women  fall  as 
coals  from  the  altar  of  God.  And  here  let  me  offer  my  humble  gratitude 
to  the  WMDen  who  have  home  the  brant  of  the  test  witti  fha  ealm  oonv- 
age  whidi  wugnen  ahme  can  exhibit;  to  the  women  who  havo  taan^ 
us  that,  as  daughters  of  God,  they  are  the  equals  ol  Hls  ohildren  every* 
where  on  earth.    (Cheers  and  stamping^ 

Let  me  add  another  word  upon  this  interference,  or,  rather,  entrauce 
of  woman  into  the  sphere  of  polities.  As  a  St-iritoal  being,  her  duties 
are  Ulce  thoee  of  man;  bat,  inasmueh  as  she  is  diflbrent  Ikom  nan,  man 
can  not  discharge  them ;  and  if  there  be  any  troth  in  holding  (as  oor  in- 
Htitutions  do),  that  the  voice  of  the  whole  is  the  nearest  approach  we  can 
make  to  eternal  truth,  we.  of  course,  can  not  arrive  at  it  till  woman,  as 
well  as  man,  is  heard  iu  the  search  for  it.  God,  not  man.  nor  herself, 
made  her  woman;  there  is  notUng  arbitrary  in  the  disthietion;  and  let 
the  true  woman  go  where  she  may,  she  will  retain  her  womanhood.  We 
wish  to  see  her  enter  into  politics,  not  to  degrade  herself,  but  to  brin^ 
them  up  to  iier  own  level  of  simple-heartedness  and  purity  of  soul.  Can 
man  ever  raise  them  to  that  lufty  height  i  Never!  woman  alone  can  do 
it;  it  is  a  worit  reserved  for  her,  and  by  lier  and  lier  alone  will  it  be  done. 
(Roars  of  laughter). 

Whose  exploits  leave  the  brightest  lines  of  moral  courage  on  the  his- 
toric page  ?  Those  of  woman!  ^Vllen  the  French  had  broken  through 
the  barriers,  the  maid  of  Saragossa  rushed  to  the  breach.  The  demand 
of  the  invader  eame  to  Palafox,  and  lie  trembled;  but  what  the  heart  of 
man  waa  nneqaal  to^  tike  eoorage  of  woman  eould  perfoim,  and  the  an- 
swer of  the  hetoie  maiden  was,  "War  to  the  knife!"  And  so,  always 
when  man  has  faltered,  woman,  earnest  and  simple-hearted,  has  an- 
swered, War  to  the  knife  with  evil!  (A  frightful  yell  from  the  gallery.) 
I  perceive  my  friend  is  anxious  to  hear  a  woman  speak  to  him  as  only  a 
woman  ean.  I  will  soon  give  way  and  let  him  be  giatlfled;  bnt,  flnt,  I 
will  tell  him  un  aneedote.  A  woman  once  told  me  she  never  saw  a  hOfse 
so  wild  that  .she  could  no*  tfiim?  him.  I  asked  her  how,  and  she  an- 
swered, "  Simply  by  whisperiug  in  his  ear."   Our  wild  friend  in  the  gal* 
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lery  will  probably  receive  noine  benefit  lij«teninK  to  the  voice  of  a  woman, 
if  his  eatH  \>&  only  loug  uaough  to  hear  her.    (Prolonged  cheers). 

Antoinktte  Bbowk  said:  Oarcauee  is  progressing  triumphantly;  and 
7«t  it  is  not  without  some  to  oppOM  it.  Whoaratiiayf  Poraomi  nttorlf 
Ignomnt  of  the  claims  which  its  advooatM  advanoe,  Ignoiant  alike  of 
the  wrongs  existing  und  of  the  remedy  proposed.  They  stippose  that  a 
few  mad-cap  reformers  are  endonvoring  to  overthrow  dame  Nature,  to 
invert  society,  to  play  the  part  of  meroilesB  innovators  to  imperil  reUg- 
ion,  to  plaee  all  el^il  and  veUgloos  Ikeedom  in  jeopardy;  that  if  our  ende 
were  aoeomplished  all  the  pnblie  and  private  virtaee  wonld  be  melted  as 
in  a  crucible  and  thrown  upon  the  ground,  thence  to  cry  aloud  to  heaven 
like  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel.  Were  it  not  that  cariosity  is  largely 
developed  in  this  claims,  they  would  go  down  to  their  graves  wholly  onin- 
fonned  of  our  trae  principles,  motives,  and  aims.  They  look  upon  ns  as 
blaek  beetles  or  death's-heads,  to  be  tnraed  away  ftom  with  liorror;  bnt 
their  cariosity  overcomes  their  repugnance,  and  they  would  investigate 
some  of  our  properties,  as  a  natonlist  does  those  of  a  noxious  animal. 
(Cheers  and  laughter). 

There  is  another  class,  that  of  genuine  bigots,  with  hearts  so  ossified 
tiiat  no  room  ean  be  foond  for  one  nobto  and  expansile  prineiple  witliln 
those  little  stony  cells.  Many  of  this  class  may  be  persons  of  excellent 
intentions;  they  would  do  us  good  if  they  could,  but  they  approach  us 
with  somewhat  of  the  feeling  with  which  Miss  Ophelia  regarded  Topsy, 
the  abhorrence  that  is  experienced  on  drawing  near  a  large  black  spider. 
They  try  to  sliow  ns  our  enrms,  but  if  we  attempt  to  justify  by  aigument 
the  groond  we  have  taken,  they  ety  aloud  that  we  are  obstinate  and  an- 
rea.sonable,  especially  when  we  quoto  text  for  test^  as  Ghrist  did  when 
talking  with  a  certain  person  of  old. 

But  the  most  hopeless  and  spiteful  of  our  opponents  is  tliat  large  class 
<A  women  whose  merits  are  not  their  own;  who  have  aoquired  some  in- 
fluenee  in  soetety.  not  by  any  noble  thoofl^ts  they  have  framed  and 
uttered,  not  by  any  great  deed  they  have  done,  but  by  the  accident  of 
having  fathern,  brothers,  or  husbands  whose  wealth  elevates  them  to  the 
highest  wave  of  fashion,  and  there  enables  them  to  roll  in  luxurious  and 
indolent  pomp,  like  Venus  newly  risen  from  the  ocean.  They  feel  how 
mneb  easier  it  Is  to  reesive  the  faieense  of  bonw  and  nspeefe  (liowerer 
Insineerely  paid  to  them)  without  any  effort  of  their  own,  than  to  under* 
go  the  patient  toil  after  excellence  which  wrings  from  the  heart  of  all 
tlint  homngo  of  trut;  honor  which  can  not  be  denied  to  it.  They,  unused 
to  any  noble  labor  ^as  all  labor  is),  either  physical  or  mental,  will  be 
eaielhl,  to  a  degree  of  splenetie  antagonism,  how  they  will  allow  in^ 
trodnetlon,  into  the  aeknowledged  li^^  and  duties  of  their  seoE,  of  a  new 
element  which  may  establish  the  necessity  of  their  being  themselves 
energetic  and  efficient.  We  need  never  hope  to  find  any  of  this 
change,  until  compelled  to  do  so  by  publio  sentiment.  The  opposition 
here  is  really  rabid.  lotoUeotnal  women!  oh,  tiiey  are  monsters!  As 
soon  allow  wUd  beasts  toroam  at  laige  as  these  tobe  let  loose  on  sooiety. 
Like  lions  and  tigers,  keep  them  in  their  menagerie;  peihaps  they  needn't 
be  actually  chained,  but  r^ee  that  they  are  well  seoured  in  their  eagesi 
CStampiog,  groans,  and  laughter). 
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Theee  are  fur  more  blttoiiy  hottlle  iban  ilie  men  of  gmall  proportioiii, 

who  are  willing  to  have  a  great  woman  tower  aboye  them  from  time  to 
time — as  a  Madame  de  Staei.  Such  a  case,  however,  they  would  rank 
afi  an  ezoeptioo,  not  admit  as  a  rule.  To  allow  women  to  stand  every 
day  in  the  Horemoet  lines  tA  intelleet  and  aibflity,  is  a  tbooi^t  altogether 
too  expanaiTB  to  be  entertained  by  them. 

Such  are  the  oppositions  we  meet;  but  they  are  all  melting  down  like 
frost-work  before  the  morning  sun.  The  day  is  davming  when  the  intel- 
lect of  woman  shall  be  recognised  as  well  as  that  of  man,  and  when  her 
rights  sliall  meet  an  equal  and  eofdial  aelmofrledgment  The  greatest 
wrong  and  injostloe  ever  done  to  woman  is  that  done  to  her  intelleetnal 
natarsb  This,  like  Goliath  among  the  Philistines,  overtops  aU  the  rest. 
Drones  are  but  the  robbers  of  the  hive;  ladies  educated  to  no  piirpojse 
are  but  surfeited  to  a  dronish  condition  on  the  sweety  of  litemture. 
Such  minds  are  not  developed,  but  molded  in  a  fashionable  pattern. 

LvoT  BiosB  istd:  It  has  been  stated  Uiat  we  women  were  not  lit  for 
anything  bnt  to  stay  in  the  hoosel  I  look  over  the  events  of  the  last 
five  years,  and  almost  BTiiile  at  the  confutation  of  this  statement  which 
they  supply.  Let  it  not  ba  Huppo-sod  that  I  wish  to  depreciate  the  valuo 
of  house^aties,  or  the  worth  of  the  woman  who  fitly  discharges  them. 
No!  I  think  that  any  woman  who  stands  on  the  tlirone  of  her  own  house, 
dispensing  there  the  ^irtaes  of  love,  ehaiity,  and  peaoe,  and  sends  out 
of  it  into  the  world  good  men,  who  may  help  to  make  the  world  better, 
ornnpieg  a  higher  position  than  nny  crowned  head.  However,  we  said 
women  could  do  more ;  they  could  enter  the  professions,  and  there  serve 
society  and  do  themselves  honor.  We  said  that  women  oonld  be  doctors 
of  liiedieine.  Well,  we  ean  now  pcoTS  the  statement  by  fset.  Hanlot 
K.  Hunt  is  among  us  to-day,  who,  by  reeognized  attainment  and  suceess- 
fbl  practice,  has  shown  that  women  crti  be  pliysirians,  and  good  ones. 
You  have  in  your  city  two  women  who  are  good  physicians;  there  are 
female  medical  colleges,  with  their  chuises,  as  well  ordered,  and  showing 
as  good  a  profieieney  as  any  elasses  of  men.  Thus  that  point  is  gained. 
It  was  said  women  eonld  not  be  merchants.  We  liioaght  they  could ;  we 
(saw  nothing  to  prevent  women  from  using  the  power  of  calculation,  the 
knowledge  of  goods,  and  the  industry  necessary  to  make  a  successful 
trader.  Here,  again,  we  have  abundant  examples.  Many  women  could 
be  pointed  to  whose  energy  and  ability  for  badness  haye  repaired  the 
losses  of  their  less  oompetent  husbands.  I  will  mention  a  partienlar 
case.  Ifo.  ^^ndal,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  has  for  years  carried  on  business  in 
a  qniet  way;  she  has  made  herself  rich  by  conducting  a  ladien'  s^hoe  ntore 
in  Lowell.  She  said  to  herself:  What  is  to  hinder  me  from  going  into 
this  business  ?  I  should  know  ladies'  shoes,  whether  they  were  good  or 
bad,  and  what  price  they  ean  bring.  The  ladles  should  support  me.** 
And  so  they  did,  and  that  woman  has  given  a  proof  that  her  sex  does  not 
ineapacitate  for  successful  mercantile  operations. 

Tt  is  sftid  women  c  onld  not  be  ministers  of  religion.  Last  Sunday,  at 
Metropolitan  Hall,  Antoinette  L.  Brown  conducted  divine  service,  and 
was  Joined  in  it  by  the  largest  congregation  assembled  within  the  walls 
of  any  bnilding  in  this  city.  (Hisses).  Some  men  hiss  who  had  no 
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mothers  to  teach  them  better  Bnt  T  tell  yon  that  some  men  in  New 
York,  knowing  that  they  can  hear  the  word  of  God  from  a  woman,  as 
well  as  from  a  man,  have  called  her  to  be  their  pastor,  and  she  is  to  be 
ordained  ill  tUs  month.  Someolyoa  reporten  laidibe  WMatTnltavUui, 
bat  it  18  not  to;  she  is  among  the  most  orthodox,  aad  00  Is  her  chareta. 

We  have  caused  woman's  right  to  address  an  audience  to  be  more 
fully  recognized  than  before.  I  once  addressed  an  a.H8omblage  of  men, 
and  did  so  without  giving  previous  notice,  because  I  feared  the  opposi- 
tion of  pnjudieo.  A  lady  who  waa  among  the  andienoa  Mid  to  me  after> 
wasd,  *']Eb>w  could  70a  do  it  ?  My  blood  ran  eold  when  I  saw  you  up 
there  among  those  men  I"  "Why,"  I  asked,  "are  thev  bad  iiion  ?" 
•'  Oh,  no!  my  owu  husband  is  one  of  thoin;  but  to  see  a  wouiau  mixing 
among  men  in  promiscuoos  meetings,  it  was  iiorriblel "  That  was  six  or 
aevon  joane  ago  laet  lUl;  and  tiiat  eelteme  woman,  in  Oolnmbna,  Ohio, 
waa  ebosen  to  preside  over  a  temperance  meeting  of  men  and  woman; 
yes,  and  eho  took  the  chair  without  the  least  objection!  In  Chicago,  a 
woman  is  cashier  of  a  bank;  and  the  men  gave  her  a  majority  of  three 
hundred  votes  over  her  man-competitor.  In  another  State,  a  woman  is 
fegiater  of  deeds.  Woman  oan  be  aditom;  two  stt  baliind  me,  Paolina 
W.  Davis  and  Mrs.  Nichols.  Thus  we  have  an  aaonmolation  ot/aeU  to 
snpport  our  claims  and  our  acgamenta. 

PaUy  Tribune,  Sept.  7,  1858. 

The  Woman's  Rights  Convention  was  somewhat  disturbed  last  evening 
by  panmns  whose  Ideas  of  the  rights  of  free  speeeh  are  these:  two  thou- 
sand people  assemble  to  hear  a  given  pnblio  qaesticm  discussed  nndei 

distinct  announcemRnt  that  certain  persons  whose  general  views  are  well 
known,  are  to  fpeak  throughout  the  evenini?.  At  least  uineteen-twen- 
tieths  come  to  hear  those  auuouucud  Hpuukerb,  and  will  be  bitterly  dis- 
appointed if  the  Opporttmi^  be  not  allbrded  them.  Bnt  one-twentieth 
hare  bought  tiekets  and  taken  seats  on  purpose  to  prevent  the  hearing 
of  those  speakers,  by  hissing,  yelling,  and  stamping,  and  all  manner  of 
unseemly  interruptions.  Under  such  circumstancen,  which  shonlrl  pre- 
vail; the  right  of  the  speakers  to  be  heard  and  the  groat  body  of  the  au- 
dienee  to  hear  them  aoeording  to  the  announeement,  or  the  will  of  the 
disturbers  who  ehoose  to  say  that  ninetemi  out  of  twen^ty  shall  not  have 
what  they  have  paid  for,  and  what  the  promised  speakers  are  most  will- 
ing to  give  them  ? 

To  state  the  case  exactly  as  it  is,  precludes  the  necessity  of  arguing  it. 
We  rejoice  to  say  that  the  will  of  Hie  great  majority  prevailed,  and  that  the 
diseossion  whleh  was  marked  in  its  ewUer  days  by  oeeasional  tumult  waf 
closed  in  good  order,  and  amid  hushed  and  gratified  attention.  We 
ought,  perhaps,  to  return  thanks  to  the  disturbers  for  so  stirring  the  souls 
of  the  speakers  that  their  words  came  gushing  forth  from  their  lips  with 
exceeding  fluency  and  power.  We  certainly  never  before  heard  Antoinette 
Brown,  Mrs.  Rosa,  and  Lnoy  Stone  speak  with  sneh  power  and  unetion  as 
kut  nU^'  It  was  never  before  so  transparent  that  a  hiss  or  a  blackguard 
yell  was  the  only  answer  that  the  rase  admitted  of,  and  when  Lucy  Stone 
closed  the  discussion  with  some  pungent^  yet  pathetic  remarks  on  the  sort 
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of  opposition  that  had  been  maniiest,  it  was  evident  that  \i  any  of  the 
rowdies  bad  an  ant^bole  in  the  bottom  of  his  boot,  he  would  inevitably 
ham  flunk  ibvougb  It  and  dfaappearod  forawr. 

Herald,  Sept.  7,  1BS3. 

THE  LAST  VAOAlii'  OF  TUB  OBEELEY  CLK^LE — IHE  WuMEN,  TUEIB 
BIORT8,  Aim  THEIB  0HAMPI0N8. 

The  Mftemblife  of  rampant  women  wbloh  convened  at  the  Tabernacle 
yeaterda^  was  an  IntevesHng  pbaee  In  the  oomlo  bietory  of  the  nineteentii 

century. 

We  saw,  in  broad  daylight,  in  a  public  hall  in  tlio  city  of  New  York,  a 
gathering  of  unsexed  women — unfexed  in  mind  all  of  them,  and  many  in 
babilimente — publicly  propoanding  the  doctrine  that  they  should  be  al- 
lowed to  fltep  out  of  their  a^pioprlate  ephen,  and  mbigle  bi  the  hwf 
walks  of  every-day  life,  to  the  neglect  of  those  dnties  whloh  both  bnman 
and  divine  law  have  assigned  to  them.  We  do  not  stop  to  argue  Risrain^t 
so  ridiculous  a  set  of  ideas.  We  will  only  inquire  who  are  to  perform 
those  duties  which  we  and  our  fathers  before  us  have  imagined  belonged 
•oiety  to  wonon.  It  the  woild  to  be  depopulated  ff  Ave  Uiepe  to  be  no 
mora  ehildien  ?  Or  ara  we  to  adopt  the  Francdi  mode,  whieh  ie  too  well 
known  to  need  explanation  ? 

Another  reason  why  we  will  not  answer  the  logic  which  is  poured  out 
from  the  lips  of  sooh  persons  as  Lucy  Stone,  Mrs.  Mott,  Mrs.  Amelia 
Bloomer,  and  their  male  eoa4|ntoini,  Cbeeley,  GarfiiMi,  OUiwr,  Johnectt. 
Bnrleii^,  and  others,  is  beeanse  they  tbemselTes  do  not  beUere  In  the 
truth  or  feasibility  of  the  doctrines  they  utter.  In  some  eases  eooen- 
tricity  i.s  a  harmless  diseabe;  but  the  idiosyncrasies  of  these  people  ppring 
from  another  source.  They  admit  the  principle  that  fame  and  infamy  are 
synonymous  terms.  Disappointed  in  their  straggle  for  the  first,  they 
grasp  the  laet,  and  at  tiie  same  time  poeket  all  the  money  tliey  ean  wring 
ftom  thi!  barren  fools who  can  be  fonnd  in  any  oommnnll(f  eager  to 
grasp  at  any  doctrine  which  i.s  novel,  no  matter  how  outrageous  it  may 
be.  Tlwy  are  continually  advertising'  from  their  platforms  !«ome  "Thrill- 
ing Narrative,**  or  "Account  of  the  Adventures  of  a  Fugiiive,  '  which  may 
be  had  at  the  low  piioe  of  one  shilling  eaeb,  or  eight  dollars  per  hundred* 
Recently  they  have  discovered  that  the  great  body  of  their  audiences 
came  only  to  be  amused,  and  they  havn  therefore  imposed  an  admiHsion 
f»'o.  La -y  Stone,  who  is  a  shrewd  Yankee,  has  gone  a  step  further,  and 
in  her  management  of  the  business  of  the  "  Woman's  Rights  Convention," 
has  provided  Cor  season  tickets,  to  be  had  at  ''the  ezbremely  low  pfioe  of 
two  shillings.** 

It  Is  almost  needless  for  us  to  say  that  these  women  are  entirely  devoid 
of  personal  attractions.  Th(>'y  arc  fjrenerally  thin  maiden  ladies,  or  women 
who  perhaps  have  been  disappoiut^id  in  their  endeavors  to  appropriate 
the  breeches  and  the  rights  of  their  unlucky  lords;  the  first  class  having 
IStNihd  It  ntteriy  impossible  to  induce  any  young  or  old  man  Into  the 
matrimonial  noose,  baTO  turned  out  upon  the  world,  and  are  now  en- 
deavoring to  revpiii?»>  themselves  upon  the  sex  who  have  flighted  theiii. 
The  second,  having  been  dethroned  from  their  empire  over  the  lieart^  of 
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fbeir  hosbands,  for  reasons  which  may  easily  be  ima^ned,  go  vagabond 
izing  over  the  coantry,  boring  unfortuitate  audience  with  long  esKayfe 
lacking  point  or  meaning,  and  amusing  only  from  the  impudence  dis- 
played by  the  speakers  In  putting  them  forth  in  a  olTilized  country.  They 
Tiolate  the  rales  of  deoen^  vaii  taste  1>7  fttttilng  fliemsslTes  in  eecentrio 
habiliments,  which  hang  loosely  and  inelegantlj  upon  their  forms,  mak- 
ing that  which  we  have  been  educated  to  respect,  to  love,  and  to  admire, 
only  an  object  of  aversion  and  difgust.  A  few  of  these  unfortunate 
women  have  awoke  from  their  momentary  trance,  and  quickly  returned 
to  the  dress  of  deomit  soeiety;  Imt  we  saw  yesterday  many  disolples  of 
the  Bloomer  school  at  the  Ti^macle.  There  was  yesteiday,  end  there 
will  be  to-day,  a  wide  Sold  for  a!l  pncb  at  the  Tabernacle. 

The  "compliments  "  showered  upon  TTie  Uerald  by  the  wretched  Gar- 
rison yesterday  afternoon,  at  the  Woman's  Wrong  Convention,  fully  show 
that  he  and  bis  eoadjntora,  Oreeley  and  the  rest,  are  be^^nning  to  fisel 
the  troth  <A  oar  remarks  daiing  the  time  ^ey  haive  hem  amnsing  our 
eltisens.  ffis  iDsaae  attaek  shows  that  our  course  has  been  the  trae  one. 

To  the  credit  of  Mr.  Greeley,  he  raa<le  an  effort  to  6U]>pre66  the  dift- 
turbance.    liaymoud,  of  Tlie  Tinies^  gave  the  following  report : 

Snbmes,  BespUmber  8, 1688. 
(■ff«nag  of  Ika  Ifit  di7,  Mn.  Bow  ipeskli^. 

Vt,  Oredey  wis  asMNig  (he  aadlenoe,  and  in  paaring  through  the  gaOoy,  it 

wss  supposed  he  remonstrated  with  the  stbillaiting  gentlemen,  and  a  great  rum- 
pus was  raised.  Some  cheered  the  peace-maker,  others  hissed,  the  rush  col- 
lected about  the  scene  of  the  disturbance,  and  all  proceedings  were  interrupted. 
Mrs.  Rose  suspended  her  remarks  for  a  few  momenta,  but  presently  said : 
FliendSt  be  seated,  and  I  will  conllmia."  The  aadience  would  not  listen,  how> 
ever.  The  uprour  still  continnsd.  Cries  of  ♦•Order,"  "Mrs.  President,"  "Put 
him  out,''  Hurrah  ! hisses,  groans,  and  cheers.  Mr.  Greeley  and  a  policeman 
presently  succeeded  in  stilling  the  tumult,  the  officer  collurin^  several  men 
and  compelling  them  to  keep  quiet.  Mrs.  liose  resumed  and  continued  her 
renurks. 

BMOBD  DAT,  HoBima  Sussioii,  Opened  at  10  ajc. 
Mrs.  Mott:  The  nproar  and  confxision  whidh  attended  the  close  of  our  pro- 
ceedings of  last  night,  although  much  to  be  regretted,  as  indicating  an  unreason- 
able and  unreasoning  disposition  on  the  part  of  some,  to  close  their  ears  against 
the  truth,  or  rather,  to  drown  its  voice  by  vulgar  clamor,  yet,  when  viewed 
aright,  sad  in  some  phssM,  ptesent  to  us  msttor  of  oongnrtnlstion.  I  do  sup- 
pose that  never,  at  say  meeting,  was  public  propriety  more  outrsged,  than  at  oars 
of  Isst  efsnlllig.  I  suppose  no  transactions  of  a  body  assembled  to  dellbsrate^ 
were  ever  more  outrageously  invaded  by  an  attempt  to  turn  them  into  a  mere 
tumult;  yet, though  voices  were  loud  and  angry,  and  the  evil  passions  exhibited 
themselves  with  much  of  that  quality  to  affiright,  which  usually,  if  not  always, 
attends  their  esfalbition,  not  a  scream  wss  hesrd  from  any  wmnaa,  nor  did  say 
of  Hm  wesker  sex  "  exhibit  the  slightest  tenoi;  or  even  alarm  at  tiie  violent 
maaiftstatioBs  which  invaded  the  peace  of  our  ssiembia^ 
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I  felicitate  the  women  on  this  cxhibitinn  of  fortitude ;  of  calm  moral  courage. 
Slio'iUl  not  our  opponents,  if  thoy  have  any  reason  among  them,  reflect  that  these 
exhibitions  are,  in  reality,  some  of  the  strongest  arguments  tliat  can  be  oifered 
to  rapport  tbe  ddms  which  we  ttand  here  to  advocate  t  Do  they  not  show,  oo 
the  one  hand,  that  men,  by  whom  such  an  overpowering  svperiority  >•  arroga- 
ted, can  betimes  demean  themselves  in  snch  a  way  as  to  show  that  they  are 
wholly  unfit  for  the  lofty  functions  which  they  demand  as  their  exclu-ivo  right  ? 
And,  on  tbe  other  band,  do  they  not  conclusively  show,  that  women  arc  pos- 
aeiMd  oC  at  least*  aome  of  thoae  qoaliliea  whidi  aaeiat  in  calmneaa  of  deUbeni- 
tlon  during  times  of  excitement  and  even  danger  t  I  think  it  waa  really  a  beau- 
tifhl  sight  to  see  how  calm  the  women  remained  during  last  evening's,  ttcclte- 
ment ;  their  self-possession  T  consider  something  truly  admirable.  I  know  that 
in  the  tumult  and  noise  it  would  have  been  vain  for  any  woman  to  raise  her 
voice  in  an  attempt  to  check  it.  ludeed,  I  am  satisfied  the  outrage  was  prede- 
termined, and  I  regret  tliat  the  aid  of  the  police  had  to  be  called  in  to  qndl  it. 
Had  there  been  here  a  company  of  women  who  were  taught  to  rely  upon  others, 
they  would,  doubtless,  have  felt  bound  to  scream  for  "their  pmtectors";  but 
the  self-reliauce  displa\'ed,  wliicli  must  liavo  its  basis  in  a  cnnsciousuess  of  the 
truth  and  justice  of  our  cause,  and  which  kept  the  members  of  the  Conyeution 
unmoved,  amid  all  the  prevailing  conlhsion,  gives  ns  matter  of  real  oongratola- 
tion.  Lrt  na  rq^oe  in  thia,  my  friends;  and  let  us  remember,  that  when  we 
have  a  true  cause — while  our  cause  rests  on  the  basis  of  right — we  have  notliing 
to  fear,  hut  may  go  on  unmoved  by  all  these  petty  circamstances,  by  which  we 
may  be  surrounded. 

Hir.  BuBLHOH  said :  A  request  waa  made  last  night  by  some  person,  I  don*t 
know  who^  or  rather  a  challenge  waa  odhced,  tiiat  three  good  reasons  riioold  be 
given  why  women  should  vote.  Perhaps,  had  the  petaon  making  this  demand 
had  this  question  put  to  him,  namely :  "  What  reasons  are  there  why  men 
bhould  votet"  he  would  have  considered  them  so  self-evident  as  to  make  any 
answer  superfluous.  Yet  it  would  be  found  difficult,  I  apprehend,  to  assign 
any  reason  why  men  ahoold  TOte,  which  would  not  be  Ibnnd  to  be  an  equally 
good  one  for  extending  the  elective  franchise  to  women.  He  aaked,  however, 
why  women  should  be  allowed  to  take  a  i):irt  in  the  civil  government  of  the 
country.  This  question  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  answered  to-day  by  some  one  more 
able  than  myself;  aud  if  the  person  who  asked  it  be  present,  and  open  to 
oonvictioo,  he  wiU  hear  reasons  sofflcient  to  conriaoe  him. 

Why  should  women  vote  ?  She  should  vote,  first,  beeanse  she  has  to  beat 
her  portion  of  the  burdens  imposed  by  the  government  which  the  voting 
makes.  Is  not  this  one  reason  amply  sufficient  for  any  honest-minded  man  ? 
Taxation  and  representation  go  baud  in  hand,  says  a  priaciple  of  our  body  pol 
itic  Is  woman  repteaentedt  Ko.  Is  woman  tandt  Tea.  How  is  thatt 
Is  it  oonriatent  with  thejwoftBrion;  and,  if  there  wars  no  proftssion,  is  it  right, 
is  it  just  7  The  burden  falls  equally  on  woman  and  her  brother ;  hot  he  haa  all 
the  power  of  applyins?  it :  she  must  brar  it  to  the  end  of  the  journey,  and  then 
know  nothing,  say  uothiug,  as  to  how  it  is  to  be  disposed  of.  What  kind  of 
justice  is  ttatf  Wwe  woman  exempted  from  thoae  burdens,  why,  then,  the  ex- 
emption would  ao  ftr  be  an  aigoment  on  the  other  aide;  although  even  that 
would  fitil  on  investigaHoil,  because  other  equally  immutable  principles  show 
that  neither  exemption  nor  repreaentation  is  the  condition  in  wUch  any  portion 
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of.  the  political  body  Bboiild  be  ■Uowod  to  nmaiB.  But  wbere  tSicre  is  no  ez- 
omptiaB^  but  a  ihll  apportioament  of  the  Inirden,  and,  at  the  Mune  time,  no 
representation,  the  Ibeordity  of  ii^astioe  bu  reached  its  climax.  (Langhter 

and  cheers). 

In  the  second  place,  womuu  should  vote,  because  she  ought  Ui  be  u  sharer  in 
fhoee  beneflts  wMob  gorernment  Is  formed  to  conftr  vpon  the  gorerned.  She 
has  property  which  the  government  mnat  protect^  a  person  which  it  mtut  de- 
fend, and  rights  wliicli  it  is  bound  to  secure.  Were  the  millennium  arrived, 
were  therf  no  «nrh  thiiiij;  as  sdfishnes-i  on  earth  :  were  nimple  truth  and  justice 
the  proniinent  elemeuta  in  all  men's  minds,  and  the  guiding  spirit  of  ail  men's 
actions,  then  indeed  might  woman  confide  benelf  to  omn ;  then  might  abe  »- 
1;  on  him  to  •ecme  those  goyemmental  benefita  wUeb  an  ber  dne^  aa  a  por> 
tion  of  the  general  community.  But  is  this  the  state  of  things  ?  Alas  !  not  yet : 
and,  until  it  in,  the  horrible  injustice  of  the  laws  which  exclude  woman  from  a 
share  in  making  them,  while  they  are  her  only  security  for  the  advantages  she 
ought  to  enjoy,  will  nerer  cease  crying  alond  to  all  men  fac  purification.  One 
of  the  great  aima  of  all  governm^t,  one  tX  the  atrong  oonaideirations  which 
alone  makes  its  restrictions  endurable,  is  the  assurance  which  it  gives  the  gov- 
erned, that  the  sura  of  their  liappincss.  and  even  of  their  Hheny.  shaU,  by  indi- 
vidual restraints,  become  greater  on  the  whole.  It  holds  out  a  bonus  to  society, 
or  rather,  to  ita  individual  membeia,  **OiTO  me  thia  little,  and  I  will  give  yon 
in  OKibaiige  thia  mnch.*'  Thna  each  indiTidnal  pnta  a  atake  into  the  common 
fund,  liaa  an  interest  in  the  common  weal,  which  deman  ls  I'areful  w»tchiug. 
{':in  woman  watch  the  large,  the  nll-absorhinf;  i-itt-rest  ^hv  has  at  f>take  ?  She, 
above  all,  the  most  tender,  the  most  sensitive  of  beings,  the  most  keenly  alive 
to  wrong,  to  iasalt,  to  oppression,  to  aught  that  bruises  her  womanly  nature, 
can  die  give  a  carefid  e^o  to  the  diapoaal  of  those  Important  qneationa 
which  touch  the  very  core  of  hv  heait  t  Why,  when  reduced  to  these,  its 
naked  dimensions,  the  injustice  seems  so  horrible,  as  not  to  be  credible,  and  did 
we  not  know  the  facts,  we  would  find  it  hard  to  believe  that  man,  made  in  the 
image  of  his  Maker,  could  violate  justice  so  barbarously.  Surely  woman  lies 
under  no  moral  oMigation  to  any  lawa  wliidi,  wanting  her  aiaent,  yet  aaenme 
to  control  ber  eveiy  action,  word,  and  even  thoqght.  Her  property,  her 
person,  all  her  riirht'J,  her  most  sacred  affections,  come  within  the  province  of 
those  enactincnts ;  yet  she  can  have  no  voice,  no  weight  in  determining  what 
those  enact  meitta  shall  be.    (Stamping  and  groans). 

In  the  third  places  woman  ia  entitled  to  Tole,becanM  aba  la  liabia  to  all  thepen> 
altiee  imposed  by  government  Not  only  is  it  that  she  oonfldes,  or  father,  that 
government  compels  her  to  confide  to  it.  the  custody  of  person,  property,  rights, 
and  all  dearest  interests,  but  it  goes  a  step  further,  and  thus  adds  another  link 
(though  quite  a  superfluous  one)  to  the  adamantine  chain  of  argument  which  it 
•appHea  to  bind  down  ita  own  iqjoatioe.  It  atanda  not  merely  in  a  paaeiva  or 
recdving  relation  to  woman,  it  beoomea  the  active  acbitsr  of  bar  doom;  it  da* 
dares  itself  competent  to  lay  hands  on  her,  to  shut  her  up  in  prison,  to  take 
nwny  her  life  the  life  of  one  who  has  made  with  it  no  compact — ^giving  such 
awful  power — the  life  of  one  who  never  consented  to  the  laws  which  assert  over 
her  so  tenible  a  supremacy  I  All  the  prindpka  already  applied  come  in  here 
with  petbapB  teneirad  force,  aa  bdng  the  arbitera  of  a  qneetlon  wbidi  may  be 
i^arded  by  aoma  aa  of  a  atill  more  abanrlring  Intereat^althoogb  to  woman  it 
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mtj  not  be  for  iHicn  did  slw  valiw  Hfo  more  highly  thaa  tenderaett,  dome*' 
tic  confidence,  and  aibction  f  (Pvoloiiged  laughter). 

I)r.  H.  K.  Root,  of  New  York,  rose  in  his  place  among  t'he  audience  and  de- 
clared his  intention  of  arguing  against  the  principles  and  demands  of  the  Coa- 
veotion.   Being  requested  to  take  the  rostrum,  he  did  bo,  and  spoke  thus: 

Mn. Present  aad  Lidioi:  I  do  not  oomo  lure  with  the  sUghtest  intenttoii  of 
olfering  to  tiie  ladiee  any  oppodtloa  for  mere  o|ipaeitioii*k  aake.  It  they  are 
proved  to  have  more  knowledge  and  intelligence  than  men,  let  them  govern  I 
My  purpose,  ladies,  is  to  try  and  attain  trath,  which.  T  think,  will  not  be  found 
favorable  to  the  views  yon  express.  I  cume,  rather,  as  a  matter  of  intelligence 
than  nppoaition.  I  do  not  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  opposing;  the  ladies  too 
much ;  but  M  the  qa«ptloo  wae  not  only  open  yestwdey,  hot  itill  ie  for  diecae- 
•lon,  I  maintain  that  if  the  1a*lies  have  more  intelligence,  and  more  enei]gy,  tnd 
■cience  than  the  male  sex,  tliey  should  rule.  I  think  I  can  give  three  reoiODS 
why  men  should  vote,  and  one  why  woman  should  not  vote.  (Cheers). 

My  first  reason  is,  because  there  was  an  original  command  from  God  that 
men  dioold  rale.  It  mny  be  aupposed  that  we  are  in  the  garden  of  Eden  now, 
as  in  the  days  of  Adam  and  ^re.  Now,  it  will  be  remembered,  when  Adam 
and  Eve  fell,  Adam,  because  Eve  temptei  him.  wa"*  plnroil  in  thr-  friirden  m 
its  keeper,  and  it  was  necessary  in  those  days,  as  it  is  now,  tliat  woman  ;5liould 
be  a  helpmeet  for  him ;  but  you  recollect  that  by  the  eating  of  the  forbidden  iruit, 
original  ein  oeme  into  the  world.  What  wee  the  expreaaion  of  God  to  Adam  f 
He  aaya  in  the  third  ehi^ter  of  Oeneaia,  17th  verse : ' '  Because  thon  heat  hearkened 
unto  the  voice  of  thy  wife,  and  hast  eaten  of  the  tree  of  which  I  commanded  thee. 
Baying,  thou  shalt  not  eat  of  it:  cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake;  in  sorrow 
abalt  thou  eat  of  it  all  the  daya  of  thy  life/*  Now,  permit  us  to  be  in  the  rela- 
tion tiitl  Adam  aad  Bve  were  onginally.  It  behoofea  the  male  mk  to  anawer 
the  olfjeotione  of  the  fomale  oeaB— not  thnt  wo  wiah  to  eombnt  them  in  pobUe; 
but  it  bt  hooves  lu.aa  a  matter  of  justioe^  to  put  the  question  on  a  right  founda- 
tion. It  may  be  neceasary,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  that  the  la- 
dies should  be  here,  but  in  the  hundredth  it  may  be  necessary  that  man  should 
say,  ^'  Thua  iSur  ahalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther."  Ton  nee  the  original  cause  of  sin 
wta  beeanae  man,  beia|^  pleeed  in  the  gaiden,  gnre  way  to  womaB*  and  the 
emee  foil  upon  Urn;  tiie  original  cause  of  ain  was  becanao  man  gave  np  hia 
judgment  to  woman;  and  it  may  be,  if  we  now  give  u])  onr  riirhts  to  womfin, 
some  great  calamity  may  fall  upon  us.  Had  woman  only  sinned,  perhaps  we 
might  still  have  been  in  Bden.    (Qreat  applause). 

My  aeoond  reaaon  why  man  ahonld  vote  is  tlie  law  of  phyatoal  forae  over  the 
woman — ^becauae  man^  atrength  ia  greater  than  woman's. 

The  third  reason  is,  because  if  women  enter  the  field  of  '^onifv^tition  with  men,  it 
may  lead  not  only  to  domestic  unhappines^,  but  a  great  many  other  ill  feelings. 
And  I  will  give  another  reason  why  men  should  be  dictators.  If  womau  Baya 
she  shall  vote,  and  man  aaya  ahe  sha*n't,  he  is  in  dolj  bound  to  maintain  what 
he  aaya.  If  he  aaya  alie  aha'n*t)  that  ia  reaaon  enoogh  why  aha  dioald  not" 
(Cheers  and  laughter). 

Alexaudbr  P.VRKF.U,  of  Philadelphia,  mae  in  hia  placet  and  on  being  invited 
to  the  platform,  spoke  thus : 

Adam  waa  the  foat  gardener  in  tlie  world;  he  belonged  to  my  borineae,  for  I 
am  a  gardeners  boaineas  I  took  np  myself,  so  I  ahoold  have  somelhiiig  to  say 
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about  the  garden  of  Eden.  Well,  I  have  often  thought  about  the  fall,  and  I 
have  often  piotored  it  in  this  manner:  the  very  moment  the  charge  was  given 
noctodoiodiatiihvitiiat  wujintflMtiiiMfbciyirantodtod^  (Prolonged 
cheers). 

Tt  is  often  said  that  woman  has  a  great  deal  of  curiosity,  and  no  doubt  it  was 
whispered  into  her  car,  that  the  moment  she  ate  of  the  forbidden  fruit  she  sliould 
become  a  god.  Now,  I  have  seen  more  reason  this  morning  why  women  should 
vote  than  I  lum  «ver  aaen  bfllbia.  bFoanqplTaiiiaaiiuuibaagatbiitoiieTOte, 
wMle  •  wooMii  luM  time— her  huaband't  and  her  tvro  Mnu'.  S?i»  tried  to  get 
over  the  temptatioo,  but  ahe  oonld  not;  and  so,  after  many  efforts,  she  clutched 
the  apple  she  looked  at  so,  and  so,  and  she  reached  out  to  it ;  afraid  at  first, 
but  at  last  she  laid  hold  of  it,  and,  seeing  that  her  fear  was  over,  she  kissed  its 
lovtly  cheek.  Then  the  iwi  to  Adam,  and  aeld  it  was  goed,  and  he  ate  of  it. 
Then  hie  ^ee  were  opened  esd  he  MW  he  wee  naked,  end  rtD  end  liid  bimaelf. 
He  tried  to  hide  Irimielf  among  the  bashes,  but  he  could  not  deny  the  eating 
of  it,  because  the  core  was  sticking  in  his  throat,  and  it  is  sticking  there  still ; 
but  woman  has  not  got  the  core  sticking  in  her  throat.  Well,  Adam  pret€nded 
tobeisnocent,  like  all  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  said  it  was  not  he,  but  the  woman 
that  did  it  No,  no;  it  wee  not  hie  ftnit,  it  waa  the  women  who  gate  it  to 
him.  Oil,  yeet  he  wee  not  to  blame,  no  more  than  any  hNrd  of  creatfra.  Well, 
then,  there  was  a  curse  upon  him ;  but  there  was  a  promise  to  woman  that  her 
seed  should  bruise  tbf  head  of  the  serpent  with  her  heel.    (Shouts  of  laughter). 

Mrs.  Nichols  ;  As  tu  the  text  which  says  that  woman  must  obey  her  hu8bar:d, 
•niely  that  ia  no  reaeon  why  ehe  ehoidd  obey  aH  tiie  beeheiorB  and  otiier 
women's  husbands  in  the  community.  My  hoaband  would  have  me  adrocate 
the  claims  I  do,  therefore  by  the  Ingic  of  our  cause  my  husband  wishes  me  to 
vote,  and.  according  to  the  Scripture,  the  gentleman  must,  even  in  his  own 
reasoning,  allow  me  the  right  to  vote.  In  one  place  the  gentleman  ^^aid 
that  woman  had  already  toned  tiie  wndd  om ;  and  that  man  most  be  cautious 
not  to  aUow  her  to  do  eo  again.  Perha|M,  if  be  reoonaidered  theee  atatemvnta 
he  might  be  willing  to  retract  the  latter;  because,  if  she  turned  the  world  over 
once  and  put  the  wrong  side  up,  he  ought  now  to  allow  her  to  torn  it  back,  that 
ahe  may  bring  the  right  side  up  again. 

Mn.  Roen  said:  A«  to  the  personal  property,  after  all  debts  and  liabilities 
are  diaeharged,  tiie  widow  reoeivea  one-half  of  it  %  and,  in  addition,  the  tow  kindly 
allows  her  her  own  wearing  apparel,  her  own  ornaments,  proper  to  her  station, 
one  bed,  with  appurtennnres  for  the  same;  a  stove,  the  Bible,  family  pictures, 
and  all  the  school-books  ;  also,  all  spinning-wheels  and  weaving-Ioonis.  one 
table,  riz  chain,  tea  cups  and  saucers,  one  tea- pot,  one  sugar  dish,  and  six 
epoona.  (Unoh  laughter).  Bnt  the  htw  doee  not  inform  ua  whether  th^  are 
to  be  ten  or  table  spoona;  nor  doea  the  law  make  any  proriaiofi  ibr  kettlea, 
sauce-pans,  and  all  such  necessary  things.  But  the  presumption  seems  to  be 
tliat  the  spoons  meant  are  teaspoons ;  for,  ns  ladies  are  generallv  considered 
very  delicate,  the  law  presumed  that  a  widow  might  live  on  tea  only ;  but  spin- 
ning-wheeto  and  wearing-looma  are  very  neoeaeaiy  articlee  for  hdiei  nowadays. 
(Hiaaing  and  great  ooniiuion).  Why,  you  need  not  hiae,  lor  I  am  expoonding 
the  law.  These  wise  law-makers,  who  seem  to  have  lived  somewhere  about  the 
time  of  the  flood,  did  not  dream  of  spinning  and  weaving  bv  steam-power. 
When  our  great-great-grandmothcrs  bad  to  weave  every  article  of  apparel  worn 
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by  the  family,  it  was,  no  doubt,  considered  a  ?ery  good  law  to  allow  the  widow 
the  poatewioii  of  the  spiiming-wbeeh  and  tlie  weaTing^looiM.  But,  aaftr- 
tnnataly  for  some  laws,  man  ia  a  progressive  being ;  bis  belief,  opinions,  habita, 
manners,  and  customs  change,  and  «o  do  spinning-wheels  and  wearing-looms; 
and,  with  men  and  tilings,  law  must  change  too,  for  what  is  the  value  of  a  law 
when  man  has  outgrown  it?  As  well  might  you  bring  him  to  the  use  of  his 
baby  dothca,  bacunw  th«y  once  fitted  him,  aa  to  keep  him  to  ench  a  hnr.  Nou 
Laws,  when  man  haa  oaljgroini  them,  are  fit  only  to  be  eaat  aaida  among  the 
things  that  were. 

But  I  must  not  lorget,  the  law  allows  the  widow  something  more.  She  is 
allowed  one  cow,  all  sbeep  to  the  number  of  ten,  with  the  fleeces  and  the  cloth 
from  the  aame,  two  awine,  and  Am  pork  therafirmn.  (Gnat  laofbter).  My 
Menda,  do  not  aay  that  I  atand  beie  to  make  these  tewa  ridioolona.  No ;  if  yon 
laugh,  it  is  at  their  own  inberoot  hudicrousness ;  for  I  state  them  simply  and 
truly  :is  they  are :  for  they  are  so  ridicoloQs  in  ibemselves,  that  it  b  impossible 
to  make  tht-m  more  so. 

Mrs.  NioHOLa  said :  As  widow,  too,  the  law  beara  heavily  on  woman.  If 
her  ehildren  have  property,  ahe  is  a^Jndged  unworthy  of  fhefar  gnardiaaaUp ; 
and  although  the  decree  of  Qod  has  made  herthetme  and  natural  goiirdian 
of  her  children,  «be  is  obliged  to  pay  from  her  seaotiy  means  to  be  oonetitoted 
so  J)y  law. 

I  have  converdeil  with  judges  and  legislators,  and  tried  to  learn  a  reat»on  for 
these  things,  bat  fiUled  to  find  it  A  noble  man  once  gave  me  what  he  probably 
thought  waa  a  good  one.  '*  Women,"  he  said  to  me^  "  can  nut  earn  as  much  aa 
men  !"  We  say  they  si'ould  he  .allowed  to  earn  a&  much.  They  have  the  abil- 
ity, and  the  means  should  no'  ()<_<  «!nit  out  from  th«}m.  I  have  heard  of  another 
man  who  held  woman's  industrial  nl)ility  at  a  low  rate.  ''His  wife,"  be  said, 
**  had  nafer  been  able  to  do  anything  but  attend  to  her  children."  **  How 
many  have  yott  f  "  he  waa  asked ;  and  the  anawer  was,  **  Nine."  Nine  cihildiea 
to  attend  to  !  nine  children  cared  for  1  and  she  could  do  nothing  more,  the  wife 
of  this  most  reasonable  man.  Now,  which  is  of  more  importance  to  the  com- 
/  munity,  the  proper^  which  that  reasonable  husband  made,  or  the  nine  children 
whom  lhat  mother  brought,  with  afltetionate  and  tender  toil,  through  the 
perils  of  inihni7  and  jonth,  until  they  wen  men  and  women  f  Which  was  of 
more  importance  to  this  land,  the  property  whidl  the  father  of  Qeorge  Wash- 
ington amassed,  or  the  George  Washington  whom  a  nol)k'  mother  gave  to  his 
country?  The  name  of  Washington,  his  glorious  deeds,  and  the  enduring 
benefits  be  secured  for  us,  still  remain,  and  will  long  after  the  estates  of  Wash- 
ington haTe  passed  flrom  Us  name  Ibrefer  1 

In  the  State  of  Yennont,  a  wife  sought  a  divorce  from  her  husband  on  the 
ground  of  his  intemperance.  They  were  persons  movinir  fjinong  our  h!ght»<l 
circles — wealthy  people;  and  the  wife  knew  that  she  could,  through  tlie  aid  of 
bcr  friends  and  relations,  with  the  influence  and  sympathy  of  the  community, 
obtain  a  divoroe  and  a  support  for  her  children.  Thst  firther  carried  away  into 
Canada  one  child,  a  little  girl,  and  paid  three  hundred  dollars  to  a  low,  vile 
Prenchman,  that  he  might  keep  her  from  her  mother  and  friends.  Three  times 
her  almost  heart-broken  mother  went  in  search  of  her  ;  tw  ice  in  vain,  but  the 
third  time  she  was  found.  So  badly  had  the  poor  child  been  treated  in  the  vile 
handa  in  whieb  her  fhther  had  placed  her,  that,  when  reoorerad,  she  waa  ahnoat 
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insensible ;  and  when,  by  her  mother's  nursino^  care,  her  intelligence  was  at 
length  restored,  her  joy  at  seeing  her  mother  was  so  violent,  that  it  was  feared  its 
ezeen  might  prove  &tal.  Tbe  case  came  ioto  oourt*  and  the  judge  decided 
tbat  the  two  dangbten  should  be  given  to  their  mother,  but  that  the  custody 
of  the  son  should  be  given  to  the  father.  She  was  acquitted  of  the  least  im- 
propriety or  indiscretion  ;  yet,  thougli  the  obscenity  and  profanity  of  her  hus- 
band in  bis  own  family  was  shocking,  and  it  was  in  tbe  last  degree  painful  to 
that  high-minded  woman  to  see  her  Mm  bi»aght  up  under  tiie  chaxge  of  such 
«  man,  the  tow  decided  that  the  unworthy  fiither  vraa  the  more  proper  guardian 
§01  the  boy ! 

In  tbe  Green  Mountain  State  a  trreat  many  sermons  have  lately  been  prpnclii'd 
on  the  text,  "  Wives,  submit  yourselves  to  your  husbands."  The  remaining 
words,  "  in  the  Lord,"  are  generally  omitted ;  so  tbat  tbe  text  is  made  to  appear 
like  an  ipjnnctloo  tiwt  the  wives  should  submit  to  their  husbands,  whether 
they  were  in  the  Lord  or  in  the  devil.  And  the  best  of  all  is,  that  we  arc  told 
tbiit  if  we  would  be  submissive,  we  eoubl  change  our  husbands  tarn  devils 
into  angels. 

Mrn.  Mott:  I  now  introduce  to  the  Convention  Frances  Dana  Gage,  of  St. 
Lods,  Mo.,  better  known  as  "Aunt  Fanny,"  the  poet. 

Mrs.  Gaos  said :  lliis  morning,  when  I  was  leaving  my  boarding-house,  some 
one  said  to  me,  "  So  you  are  ready  armed  and  equipped  to  go  and  fight  tbe  men.'' 
I  was  sorry,  truly  sorry",  to  hear  the  words — they  fell  heavily  on  my  heart.  I 
have  no  tight  with  men.  I  am  a  daughter,  a  sister,  a  wife,  and  a  mother,  and 
in  all  these  rslalions  I  Uto  In  Imrmony  with  man.  Ndtiier  I,  nor  any  of  the 
sisters  with  whom  I  am  united  in  this  movement,  have  any  quairel  with  men. 
What  Is  it  that  we  oppose  t  What  do  we  seek  to  overturn  ?  Tbe  bad  laws  and 
customs  of  society.  These  are  our  only  enemies,  and  against  these  alone  is  our 
hostility  directed ;  although  they  be  "  hallowed  by  time,"  we  seek  to  eradicate 
them,  because  the  day  fur  which  they  were  suited,  if  such  ever  existed,  is  long 
since  gone  by.  The  men,  we  may  suppose,  an  alwve  and  beyond  the  tows* 
nnd  we  assail  tbe  laws  only. 

Tlicft*  is  one  law  which  I  do  not  remember  hnving  heard  any  of  my  pi'^ters 
touch  upon,  that  is  the  Law  of  Wills,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  married  women, 
and  as  far  as  it  allows  a  basband  (which  it  fully  does),  along  with  bis  power  to 
determine  the  lot  of  his  wife  while  he  Is  alive,  also  to  control  her  when  he  is 
dead.  Would  any  gentleman  like  to  have  that  tow  leveised?  Let  me  read  to 
you  a  will  after  that  odd  fashion.  It  will  fall  00  yoUr  caiO,  gentlemen,  with  OS 
loud  a  tone  of  iigustice  as  it  doee  on  mine : 

Wnx  or  Bridget  Sims.— In  the  name  of  Ood,  amen.   T,  Bridget  Smith, 

being  weak  in  body,  though  sound  in  mind,  blessed  bo  God  for  the  same,  do 
make  and  declare  this  my  last  will  and  testament.  Item  flrst :  I  give  my  soul 
to  Ood,  and  my  body  to  the  earth,  ixom  which  it  came.  Item  second :  I  give 
to  my  beloved  husband,  John  Smitli,  Sen.,  my  Bible,  and  Ibrty  acres  of  wUd 
land  which  I  ovm  In  Bear  Harsh,  111.,  tat  tbe  term  of  his  natural  life,  when  it 
ftball  descend  to  our  son,  John  Smith,  Jr.  Item  third:  I  give  and  bequeath  to 
my  daughter.  Tabitha,  my  firm,  house,  outhou!*e,  bams,  and  all  the  stock  on 
said  farm,  situated  in  Pleasant  Valley,  and  which  said  farm  consists  of  160 
acres.   I  also  give  to  my  said  daughter  Tabitba,  tbe  wagons,  carriages,  bar- 
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AMSMi  euto,  pIowB»  and  all  other  property  that  tbaO  be  on  said  fiurm  at  the  time 
of  my  death.  Item  Imith ;  I  give  to  my  eoa,  John  Smith,  Jr^  my  fiunily  hene, 

my  '"isrgy,  harne98,  and  saddle,  and  also  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  which  I  own 
in  the  State  of  lown,  for  which  I  have  a  patent  Item  fifth  :  I  give  to  my  be- 
loved husband,  John  Smith,  Sea.,  the  use  of  the  house  in  which  we  lire,  together 
with  my  bed,  eo  hmg  as  he  shall  ttve,  or  remalii  my  widower;  but  in  case  he 
shall  dio,  or  get  married,  then  it  la  my  wlU  that  my  home  and  bed  shall  descend 
to  my  said  daughter,  Tabitha.  Recommending  my  said  husband  to  her  eare» 
whom  I  make  the  sole  ezeoatrix  of  this  my  last  will  and  testamentt  hereby  re- 
voking all  others. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  proclumed  this  — —  day  of  ,  18<33,  in  the  preeenoe 

of  John  Doe  and  Biohard  Roe^  • 

BniDOR  Smm 

Would  any  of  you  like  such-power  an  that  to  be  placed  in  our  hands  ?  Yet, 
is  it  not  as  fUr  that  married  women  ahonld  diepose  of  their  property,  as  that 
married  men  ihoald  diepoee  of  theirs  1  It  is  true,  the  power  thns  given  to  hna> 
bands  is  not  always  used  to  the  detriment  of  women,  and  thisisfteqoently  OXged 
in  support  of  the  law.  But  I  reply,  that  1:\\v  is  made  for  extreme  case?;  and 
while  any  such  statutes  remain  on  the  books,  no  good  man  will  cease  to  exert 
himself  for  their  removal.  I  ask  the  light  to  vote,  not  because  it  would  create 
antagonism,  bnt  becanse  it  would  create  harmony.  I  want  to  do  away  with 
antagonism  by  removing  oppression,  ibr  where  oppreesion  exists,  there  antag- 
onism jnust  exist  also, 

EuNF-sTrjfK  Ij.  Hosk:  In  allusion  to  the  law  respecting  wills,  I  wish  to  say 
that,  ucc  irdiug  to  the  Revised  Statutes  of  our  State,  a  married  woman  haa  not 
a  right  to  make  a  will.  The  law  aays  that  wilb  may  be  made  by  all  persons, 
except  idiots,  persona  of  nnsoond  mfaid.  married  women,  and  in&nts.  Hark 
well,  all  but  idiots,  lunatic-?,  married  women,  and  infants,  Male  infants  ought 
to  considLT  it  quite  sin  insult  to  be  placed  in  the  same  catotrory  witli  umrried 
women.  No.  a  married  woman  has  no  right  to  bequeath  a  dollar  of  the  prop- 
er^, no  matter  how  mnch  she  may  have  brought  into  the  marriage,  or  aoenmn> 
lated  in  it  Not  a  dollar  to  a  friend,  a  relative,  or  even  to  her  own  child,  to 
keep  him  from  starving.  And  this  is  the  \&w  in  the  nineteenth  century,  in  the 
enlightened  United  States,  under  a  Republic  that  declares  all  men  to  be  free 
and  equal. 

LccT  Stonb:  Just  one  word.    I  think  Mrs.  Rose  is  a  little  mistaken  ;  I  wish 
to  correct  her  by  saying  that  of  some  Statea  in— 
Mrs.  Rose  :  I  did  not  say  this  waa  the  universal  law;  I  said  it  waa  the  law 

in  the  State  of  Ne«-  York. 

LrcY  Stonk  :  I  was  not  paying  close  attention,  and  must  have  been  mistaken. 
In  Massachusetts  the  law  makes  a  married  woman's  will  valid  in  two  cases:  the 
llist  is,  where  the  coneent  of  her  husband  is  written  on  the  will ;  the  eeonnd, 
where  she  wills  all  she  haa  to  her  hnaband,  in  which  case  his  written  consent 
is  not  deemed  requisite. 

Dr,  Uahriot  K.  Hunt  spoke  on  the  fruitful  theme  of  taxation  without 
representation  1  and  read  her  annual  protesi*  to  the  authorities  of  Boston 
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agaimt  being  oompelled  to  Babmit  to  that  ii^natioe.  8tie  said :  I  wiab  to  vote, 
that  women  may  bare,  bj  law,  an  equal  right  with  men  in  propert.v.  la 
October,  1>*51,  I  went  to  pay  my  taxes  in  B<>stoti.  Going  into  the  Assessor's 
office,  I  saw  a  tall,  thin,  weak,  stupid-looking  Irish  boy.  It  was  near  election 
time,  and  I  looked  at  him  scrutiuizinglj.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  docnment, 
wbieh,  I  fbund  on  inqniry,  was  one  of  natoialitation ;  and  this  bopeAil  son  of 
Bcin  was  made  a  citUen  of  the  United  States,  and  he  could  have  a  voice  in 
determining  the  destinies  of  this  mighty  nation,  while  thousands  of  intellect- 
ual women,  daught«?rs  of  the  soil,  no  matter  how  iutelligent,  how  respectable, 
or  what  amount  of  taxes  they  paid,  were  forced  to  be  dumb  I 
Now,  I  am  glad  to  pay  my  taxes,  am  glad  that  my  proftsdon  snablsa  ma  to 
tbsm ;  but  I  would  like  reiy  much  to  have  a  Wee  in  directing  what  Is  to 
be  done  with  ttie  money  I  pay.  I  meditated  on  what  I  had  seen,  and,  in  18SI^ 
when  paying  my  tasces,  I  took  to  the  Treasurer's  office  my  protest. 

The  case  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Norton  before  the  English  courts,  tlien 
attracting  much  attention,  was  a  fair  exemplification  of  the  injus> 
tice  of  the  law  to  married  womeit. 

Lucnr  Svomi  said:  I  have  belbM  me,  in  a  newspaper,  a  case  which  shows 
strongly  the  necessity  for  woman*s  l^iislating  for  herseilf.  I  mean  the  case  of 

the  Hon.  Mrs.  Norton,  which  lately  transpired  in  a  court  in  London,  and 
which  fully  proves  that  it  is  never  right  for  one  class  to  legislate  for  another. 
There  are,  probably,  few  here  who  have  not  been  made  better  and  wiser  by  the 
beatitifiil  things  irikieh  have  fallen  from  the  pen  of  ^t  bdy.  18S6  her 
husband  obtained  a  separation  ftom  hw  on  the  charge  of  infidelity.  Sghteen 
years  of  a  blameles.^  life  since,  and  the  conviction  every  pure  mind  must  feel, 
that  nothing  impure  could  ever  dwell  in  a  mind  such  as  her  productions  show 
hers  to  be,  nill  fully  relieve  her  of  any  suspicion  that  she  ever  was  guilty  of 
acts  justifying  that  charge.  She  wss  a  woman  of  transcendent  aMlities;  and 
her  works  brought  her  In  £1,000  a  year— sometimes  more,  sometimes  less. 
This  her  husband  procured  to  be  paid  over  to  himself,  by  securing  the  profits 
of  h«  r  ro])yrights ;  and  this  husbanrl  allowed  her  only  £400  a  vt  iir !  and,  at 
last,  n  fused  to  |)ay  her  even  tliis  sum  ;  so  that,  for  her  necessary  expenses,  she 
was  obliged  to  go  into  debt,  and  her  debtors  brought  a  suit  against  iier  hus- 
band, which  was  taken  into  court  In  the  court  she  stood  before  her  hus< 
band*s  lawyer,  and  said  to  him :  "  If  you  arc  afirald  of  what  I  may  say,  beware 
how  you  ask  me  qiit'stions  ! "  Wealth  and  power  were  against  her,  and  tlie 
lawyer  did  ask  questions  which  wrung  from  her  what  she  had  cniirealed  for 
seventeen  long  years,  and  the  world  at  last  knew  how  her  husband  had  kept 
the  money  she  earned  by  her  pen.  She  stood  in  ooort,  and  said :  **I  do  not 
ask  for  rights ;  I  have  no  rights,  I  have  ooly  wrongs.  I  will  go  abioad,  and 
live  with  my  son.^  Her  husband  had  proposed  to  take  her  children  from  her, 
but  she  said :  *'  I  would  rather  starve  than  give  them  up."  And  for  a  time  she 
did  starve.  I  will  read  for  you  her  poem  of  "  Twilight,"  and  you  will  all  see 
whal  Idnd  of  woman  has  been  so  wronged,  and  has  so  sullbred. 

That  woman,  gifted,  noble^  and  wealthy,  with  each  great  yearnings  in 
her  soul,  whose  heart  was  so  bound  up  in  her  children,  was  thus  robbed 
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not  only  of  her  own  rights,  but  also  of  theirs.  Men!  we  «Ml  not  tmit 
y<ml  You  have  deceived  us  too  long!  Since  this  movement  began, 
some  laws  have  been  passed,  securing  to  woman  her  personal  property, 
but  they  are  as  nothing  in  the  great  reform  that  is  needed.  I  can  tell 
you  a  ease.  A  woauun  mairisd  a  man,  whom  ahe  did  not  love,  beoaasa 
he  hud  a  foitane.  He  died*  and  she  married  the  man  whom  ehe  loved 
before  her  first  marriage.  He  died,  too,  and  the  fortune  which  was  hers 
through  her  first  husband  was  seized  on  by  the  relatives  of  the  necond, 
and  she  was  left  penniless  in  the  wide  world.  Here,  as  in  England, 
women  earn  latige  same  hy  their  Uteiarjr  teme  and^telente;  and  I  know  a 
mail  who  watohee  the  poet-oflleet  and,  heoaose  the  Law  gives  him  the 
power,  seeures  the  letters  which  oontidn  the  wage*  of  liii  wifo*8 intelleet- 
oat  toil,  and  jackets  them  for  his  own  use. 

I  will  conclude  by  reading  a  letter  from  an  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  Hlg- 
ginson.  It  proposes  certain  questions  which  I  should  wish  to  hear  our 
enemiea  answer. 

WoRCRSTRR,  Bept,  i,  1858. 

Dkar  Friknd: — You  are  aware  that  doiii»>Htic  duties  alone  prevent  my 
prolonging  my  stay  in  New  York  during  the  session  of  the  Woman's 
Rights  Convention.  But  you  know,  also,  that  all  my  sympathies  are 
there.  I  hope  yon  will  have  a  huge  representation  of  the  fUends  of 
the  great  movemMkt— ^e  most  important  of  the  eentory ;  and  that 
you  will  also  assemble  a  good  many  of  the  opi)osition  during  the  discus- 
sion. Perhaps  from  such  opponents  I  might  obtain  answers  to  certain 
questions  which  have  harassed  my  mind,  and  are  the  following: 

If  there  be  a  woman's  sphersias  a  man's  sphere,  why  has  not  woman 
an  equal  voice  in  tt^gthe  limits  t  If  it  be  nnwomanly  for  a  to  have 
a  whole  education,  why  is  it  not  unwomanly  for  her  to  have  even  a  half 
one  ?  Should  she  not  be  left  where  the  Turkish  women  are  left  ?  If 
women  have  sufficient  political  infiuenco  through  their  husbands  and 
brothers,  how  is  it  that  the  worst  laws  are  confessedly  those  relating  to 
female  property  t  If  polities  are  necessarily  eorrtipting,  ought  not  good 
men,  as  well  as  good  women,  to  be  eihorted  to  quit  voting  ? 

If,  however,  man's  theory  be  correct — that  none  should  be  appointed 
Jurors  but  those  whose  occupations  fit  them  to  understand  tlu'  matters 
in  dispute — where  is  the  propriety  of  empanneling  a  jurj'  of  men  to  de- 
cide on  the  right  of  a  divorced  mother  to  her  oliild  t  If  it  be  proper  for 
a  woman  to  open  her  lips  in  Jubilee  to  sing  nonsense,  how  can  it  be  im- 
proper for  her  to  oi>en  them  and  speak  sense  7  These  afford  a  sample  of 
the  questions  to  which  I  have  been  trying  in  vain  to  find  an  an-^wer. 
If  the  reiisoniugs  of  men  on  this  subject  are  a  fair  specimen  of  tlie  mas- 
oaline  intellect  ol  the  nineteenth  esntoij,  I  think  it  is  certainly  quite 
time  to  call  in  women  to  do  the  thinking. 

Toofs,  respeetfhU:^  and  cordially,     T.  W.  Hniennov. 

Ifiss  LncT  Stokb. 

1£atilda  Jo6LTir  Qags  cited  the  Convention  to  a  ease  recently  tried 
before  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of' New  Yoric,  as  illustrating  the  hu^ 
band's  ownership  of  the  wife,  the  Court  deciding  that  the  friends  of  a 
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woman  who  had  "harbored"  and  detained  her  from  her  hnsboud, 
though  with  her  own  oonsent  and  desire,  should  pay  him  $10,000.  H0 
leeovered  this  snm  on  Che  prinelple  of  ownersh^;  the  wlfe*8  ieniees 
were  due  hiin«  and  he  reeovered  their  value. 

Mrs.  Gage  al?o  commented  on  the  divorce  laws,  which  she  declared 
were  less  just  in  Christian  than  in  Mohammedan  countries.  In  those 
oountries  if  the  huubaud  aues  for  a  divorce  he  is  obliged  to  restore  the 
doweTf  but  in  Ohiistlnn  Ameriea  the  hosbaod  not  onlj  retains  all  the 
property  in  ease  he  sues  fm  a  divoree,  bat  where  the  idfe,  being  the 
innocent  party,  sues,  she  even  then  receives  neither  prf)perty  nor  chil- 
dren, unless  by  an  express  decree  of  the  court.  She  is  alike  punished, 
whether  innocent  or  guilty.  Mrs.  Gage  also  discussed  the  question  so 
often  put,  What  haa  woman  to  do  with  poUliei  f  She  said  the  eonntiy 
mnat  look  to  women  for  ite  salvation. 

Scijounier  Troth,  a  tall  colored  woniaTi,  well  known  in  anti- 
slavery  circles,  and  called  the  Lybiaii  Sybil,  made  her  appearance 
on  the  platform.  This  Avat^  the  signal  for  a  fre^h  outburst  froin  the 
mob;  for  at  every  session  every  man  of  them  was  prutiiptly  in  his 
place,  at  twenty-live  cents  ahead.  And  this  was  the  one  redeeming 
feature  of  this  mob — it  paid  all  expenses,  and  left  a  surplus  in  the 
treasury.  Sojourner  combined  in  herself,  as  an  individual,  the  two 
most  hated  elements  of  humanitv.  She  was  black,  and  she  was  a 
woman,  and  all  the  insults  that  could  be  cast  u}>un  color  and  sex 
were  together  hurled  at  her ;  but  there  she  stood,  calm  and  dignified, 
a  grand,  wise  woman,  who  could  neiUier  read  nor  write,  and  yet 
with  deep  insight  oonld  penetrate  the  very  soolof  the  aniverseaboat 
her.   Ab  soon  ae  the  teirible  turmoil  was  in  a  measnre  quelled 

She  said:  Is  it  not  good  for  me  to  come  and  draw  forth  a  spirit,  to  see 
what  kind  of  spirit  people  are  of  i  I  see  that  some  of  you  have  got  tlie 
spirit  of  a  goose,  and  some  have  got  the  spirit  of  a  snake.  I  feel  at  home 
here.  I  some  to  700,  dtisens  of  New  York,  as  I  snppoee  yon  oaght  to 
be.  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  Tork;  I  was  bom  in  it,  and  I  was 
a  slave  in  the  State  of  New  York;  and  now  I  am  a  good  citizen  of  this 
State.  I  was  born  here,  and  I  can  tell  you  I  feel  at  home  here.  I've 
beeu  lookin'  round  and  watchin'  things,  and  I  know  a  little  mite  'bout 
Woman's  Bights,  toa  I  eome  forth  to  speak  'bout  Woman's  Bights,  and 
want  to  throw  in  my  little  mite,  to  keep  the  soalee  a-movln\  I  Imow 
that  it  feels  a  kind  o'  hissin'  and  ticklin'  like  to  see  a  colored  woman  get 
up  and  tell  you  about  things,  and  Woman's  Kights.  Wo  have  fill  been 
thrown  down  so  low  that  nobody  thought  we'd  ever  get  up  again;  but 
we  have  be«i  long  enough  trodden  now;  we  will  eome  up  again,  and 
now  I  am  here. 

I  was  a-thinkiu*,  when  I  see  women  contend  in'  for  their  rights,  I  wasa- 

thinkin'  what  a  difference  there  is  now^.  and  what  there  wa»j  in  old  times. 
I  have  only  a  few  minutes  to  speak;  but  in  the  old  times  the  kings  of 
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the  earth  would  hear  a  woman.  There  was  a  king  in  the  Scriptures'; 
aud  thuu  it  was  the  kiuge  of  the  earth  would  kill  a  woman  if  she  oome  into 
their  pMfleooe ;  bat  Qumd  BsilMr  oome  forth,  fmr  ghA  wm  oppreoaed, 
and  felt  there  was  a  great  wxong,  and  she  said  I  will  die  or  I  will  biinir 
my  complaint  before  the  king.  Should  the  king  of  the  United  States 
be  trreator,  or  more  crueler,  or  more  harder?  But  the  king,  he  raised 
up  his  sceptre  aud  said :  ' '  Thy  request  shall  be  granted  unto  thee — to 
the  half  of  my  kingdom  wOl  I  giaat  it  to  tiieet  **  Then  he  eaid  he  woold 
hang  Haman  on  the  gallowa  he  had  made  np  higlL  But  that  is  not 
what  women  oome  forward  to  contend.  The  women  want  their  rights 
as  Esther.  She  only  wanted  to  explain  her  rij^hts.  And  he  was  so  lib- 
eral that  he  i^aid,  the  half  of  my  kingdom  shall  be  granted  to  thee/'  and 
he  did  not  wait  for  her  to  ask,  he  was  eo  liberal  with  her. 

Kow,  women  do  not  aek  half  ci  a  Ungdom,  bat  their  rights,  and  tiief 
don^t  get  'em.  ^Vhen  she  oomes  to  demand  'em*  don't  you  hear  how 
eons  hif^f  their  mothers  like  snakeH,  becaufie  they  ask  for  their  rights; 
and  can  they  ask  for  anything  les8  ?  The  king  ordered  Uaman  to  be 
hung  on  the  gallows  which  he  prepared  to  hang  others;  but  I  do  not 
ivant  any  man  to  be  killed,  bat  I  am  mnj  to  see  them  so  short-minded. 
Bat  we'll  have  oar  ri^ts;  see  if  we  don't;  and  yoa  can't  stop  us  ttcm 
them:  see  if  you  con.  You  may  ht'^s  much  as  you  like,  but  it  is  com- 
in".  Women  don't  get  half  as  much  rights  as  they  ought  to;  we  want 
more,  and  we  will  have  it.  Jesus  says:  "What  I  say  to  one,  I  say  to 
all— wateh  I "  Vm  apwatebin'.  Ck>d  sajs :  **  Honor  yoar  fither  and  yoar 
mother.''  Sons  and  daoghters  ought  to  behaye  tliemselTes  befbre  their 
mothers,  but  they  do  not.  I  can  see  them  arlaughin',  and  pointtn'  at 
their  mothers  up  here  on  the  Mtage.  They  hiss  when  an  aged  woman 
oomes  forth.  If  they'd  been  brought  up  proper  they'd  have  known  better 
than  hissing  like  snakes  aud  geese.  I'm  'round  watohbt'  these  things, 
and  I  wanted  to  some  up  and  say  these  fSsw  things  to  yoa,  and  Fm  glad 
of  the  hearin'  yoa  give  me.  I  wanted  to  tell  you  a  mite  about  Woman's 
Rights,  and  ho  I  came  ont  and  said  so.  I  am  sittin'  among  you  to  watch; 
and  every  onoe  and  awhile  I  will  oome  oat  and  tell  yoa  what  time  of 
night  it  is. 

The  Times  next  dav  cuminented  as  follows: 

The  New  York  Times,  Sept.  9,  1853. 

Thk  Row  of  Ykstkkday. — Row  No.  3  was  a  very  jolly  affair,  a  regular 
break-down,  at  the  Woman's  Convention.  The  women  had  their  rights, 
and  more  beside.  The  cause  was  simply  that  the  rowdyish  diatheats 
is  Just  now  prevalent.  True*  a  eoloied  woman  made  a  speeeh,  but  Uiera 
was  nothing  in  that  to  excite  a  multitude;  she  did  not  speak  too  low  to 
be  heard;  die  did  not  insult  them  with  improper  language;  nor  did  the 
audience  respond  at  all  insultingly.  They  did  not  curse,  they  only  called 
for  "  half  a  dozen  on  the  shell."  They  did  not  swear,  they  only  **  hurried 
up  that  stew."  Thej  did  wrong,  however. 

If  we  had  our  own  way  every  rascally  rowdy  among  them  sliould  have 
Bloomers  of  nil  colors  preaching  at  them  by  the  year — a  year  for  every 
naughty  word  they  uttered,  a  score  of  them  for  every  hiss.    Out  upon  the 
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villains  who  go  to  any  meeting  to  disturb  it.  Let  anybody  wlio  can  liire  a 
hou^e  and  pay  for  it  liave  ilia  way,  and  let  none  be  disturbed;  ttie  opposers 
ean  stay  away.  Bot  lor  nsr  let  ob  be  tbankfol  that  In  eaeli  hot  weath^ 
there  ia  aomething  to  amnee  ns,  aomethiDg  to  eeaeon  oar  ineipld  dishes, 
■omething  to  apiee  oar  dall  days  wltii.  Mm,  It  mw  oooler  hi  the 
erenfaig. 

GABOura  II.  IteYBBAVCBi  of  Ohlo,  pxeseoted  an  atgament  and  appeal 

based  upon  the  following  propositions:  That  as  the  manifest  dissimilari- 
ties wliich  cnuHo  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  ditt'or,  physir-ally,  and  in 
degree  of  mental  and  moral  development  and  cultivation,  are  not  found 
justly  to  invalidate  their  claim  to  a  place  in  the  vast  brotherhood  of  man 
—to  lUQiiess  of  Ikinily  oommnnioii  and  rights ;  so  there  are  no  radical  dif- 
toreneee  of  Ms  ssesst  in  tiiese  lespeets,  whieh  eaa  at  all  impair  the  integrity 
of  an  eqoal  hamanity— no  snfllelrot  hasis  for  a  distinetlon  in  so  eompre- 
hensive  a  olasHif!oation. 

The  fundamental  facts  and  faculties — the  higher  and  more  essential 
«ttribate8  wbioh  make  op  the  accepted  definition  of  hamanity  in  our  day, 
are  identieal  in  botii— are  no  more  confined  (Mr  nndidy  allotted  to  one  sm 
than  to  one  nation. 

On  the  broad  basis  of  this  philosophy,  on  the  gjonnd  of  woman's  unde- 
niable and  equal  humanity,  proven  by  the  poflj^ession  of  identical  human 
faculties,  and  equal  human  needs,  we  claim  for  her  the  recognition  of 
that  hamanity  and  its  rights— for  the  lkeed<nn,  protection,  development, 
and  use  of  those  faculties,  and  the  supply  of  those  needs.  And  we  main- 
tain  that  no  accident  of  sex,  no  prejudged  or  proven  dissimilarity  in  degree 
of  physical,  mental,  or  moral  endowment,  or  development,  can  at  all 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  admission  of  such  Jost  claim;  and  no  denial  of 
each  claim  bat  mast  neeessaxily  be  fkan^t  with  evil,  as  snbrersiTe  of  the 
Creator's  economy  and  design.  [Shoats  and  lani^ter.] 

Rev.  John  PmRPOKT,  who,  for  the  first  time,  took  part  in  a  Woman's 
Rights  Convention,  said:  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  a  woman,  at  this  hour, 
occupies  the  throne  of  the  mightiest  kingdom  of  the  globe.  Under  her 
sway  there  are  smne  hnndted -and  flffy  millions  «rf  flie  hnman  race.  Has 
she  a  right  to  At  tiieref  QSeveval  voioes,  **  Ko I  The  vote  here  Is— no; 
bat  a  hundred  and  fifty  millions  vote  the  contrary.  If  a  woman  can  thos 
have  the  liighet*t  right  conceded  to  her,  why  should  not  woman  have  a 
lower?  Therefore,  some  women  have  some  rights.  Is  not  the  question  a 
fair  one, — bow  many  women  have  any  rights?  And,  also,  how  many 
rights  has  any  woman?  Are  not  these  U&t  snbjeets  for  disonseiont  I  do 
not  oome  here  to  advocate  any  speoiflo  right  for  women ;  I  come  merely 
for  the  considemtion  of  the  question,  what  right  she  iia.s.  What  are  the 
rights  which  can  not  rightfully  be  denied  tier?  Surely,  some  belong  to 
the  sex  at  large,  as  part  of  the  great  family  of  man.  We  lay  it  down  as 
^  fonndation  of  oar  civil  theory,  that  man,  as  man,  has,  and  by  nature  is 
endowed  with  certain  natarsl,  inviolable,  indefeasible  ris^ts;  not  that  men  * 
who  have  attained  the  age  of  majority  alone  possess  those  rights ;  not 
tliat  the  older,  the  young,  the  fair,  or  tha  dark,  are  alone  endowed  with 
them;  but  that  they  belong  to  all.   The  rights  are  not  of  man's  giving; 
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God  gave  them;  and  if  you  deny  or  withhold  them,  you  place  yourself  in 
antagonism  with  your  Creator.  The  more  humble  and  despised  is  the 
humaii  being  dlaiming  fhoM  ligiits,  the  more  prompt  aboiild  be  tbe  fael- 
log  of  every  manlj  bosom  to  ataad  by  tbat  homble  oMfttme  of  Qod,  and 
see  that  its  right  is  not  witUield  tconi  It  I  Jb  it  anew  thing  In  tUe  eonntiy 
to  allow  olvil  righta  to  a  womant 

SuBOQ  B.  AitiboDj,  who  had  been  a  teaeher  for  fifteen  yean,  gave 
an  amneing  deBoription  of  lier  reoent  ezpenenoe  in  attempting  to  speak 
at  a  teacbers'  convention.  Paalina  Wright  DaviB  offered  the  follow- 
ing  reedntion : 

Ji«iolp0cl,  Tliat  inasmneh  as  this  great  movement  is  Intended  to  meet 

the  wants,  not  of  Ameriea  only,  but  of  the  whole  world,  a  committee  be 

appointed  to  prepare  an  address  from  this  Convention  to  the  women  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  continent  of  Europe,  setting  forth  our  objects,  and 
inviting  their  co-operation  in  the  same.* 

Wm.  Lloyd  GARRisoy;  T  second  the  resolution,  bycaupo  it  «hows  the 
universality  of  our  enterprise.  I  second  it  heartily,  for  it  inHiiifr.-rs  the 
grandeur  of  the  object  we  are  pursuing.  There  never  yet  was  a  struggle 
for  liberty  wlildi  was  not  nniversalf  thongli,  fbr  the  time,  it  might  tiaye 
appeared  to  be  no  more  than  local.  If  the  women  of  this  country  have 
to  obtain  rights  which  have  boon  denied  them,  the  women  of  England,  of 
France,  of  the  world,  iiave  to  obtain  the  same;  and  I  regard  tiiis  as  a 
struggle  for  the  race,  sublime  as  the  world  itself.  It  is  right  that  this 
Convention  should  address  the  women  of  the  whole  world,  in  order  that 
tliey  shonid  announee  preeisely  bow  tiiey  regard  their  own  position  in  the 
universe  of  God.  Wlmt  riprhts  they  claim  are  God-given;  what  rights 
they  possess,  and  what  rik'ht.s  tbny  have  still  to  achieve.  It  is  time  that 
the  women  of  America  sliould  ask  the  women  beyond  the  Atlantic  to 
consider  their  own  condition,  and  to  co-operate  with  them  In  the  same 
glofions  struggle.  There  is  not  an  argoment  that  Ood  ever  permitted  a 
haman  being  to  frame,  tliat  can  be  brought  against  this  oanse.  This  is 
aftroe  Convention,  and  we  are  willing  that  any  man  or  woman  who  has 
aught  against  its  principles,  should  come  here  and  freely  urge  it.  And 
yet,  with  a  free  platform,  where  is  the  human  being  who  cares  to  aigue 
the  qaestiont  Where  is  the  man  who  presents  himself  deeentiy,  and 
proffers  a  word  of  reasonable  argument  against  our  cause?  I  have  yet  to 
see  that  man.'  Instead,  we  have  blackguardism,  defamation,  rowdyism, 
profanity;  we  have  all  the  Indications  that  hell  from  beneath  is  stirred 
up  against  this  divine  Convention,  for  it  is  divine — it  takes  hold  of  heaven 
and  the  throne  of  God!  (HiMes).  Hiss,  ye  serpents!  ye  have  nothing 
else  to  ofliBr.  There  is  not  one  of  yon  to  whom  God  has  given  a  brain  to 
fashion  an  argument.  But  it  goes  on  record,  and  all  tfie  journals  of  tliis 
•    city  will  themselves  bear  testimony,  that  no  one  takes  the  platform,  like 

•  The  Committee  were:  Lucretla  Mott,  Ernes'tlno  L.  Ro'-e,  Marlon  C.  Hougliton,  Lucj 
Stone,  Caroline  H.  Dall,  FiiaUna  Wright  DaTls,  Dr.  ilaniot  SL  HoDt,  Mfttbilde  Fnwceska 
Anneke,  Dr.  Eliuibeth  BUickwall. 
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•a  honest  and  honorabto  man,  to  «ign«  this  oanse  down.  Theroforo,  the 
whols  ground  is  w<wi,  imd  we  stand,  as  we  have  stood  from  the  begin- 
ning,  on  the  zoek  of  vietorj. 

It  was  rather  .eingular  that  in  this  CoumtiOD,  so  entirely  under 
the  control  of  a  mob,  that  there  should  be  found  one  man  who  dared 
to  stand  upon  the  platform  and  announce  that  he  had  been  an  oppo- 
nent for  ten  years,  and  was  connected  with  a  journal  which  had 
initiated  this  mob;  and  now  he  desired  to  give  in  his  adhesion,  and 
to  confess  his  conversion.  Thia  was  one  of  the  remarkable  incidents 
of  the  occasion. 

Isaac  O.  Prat  sold:  Until  within  two  years  I  liaTe  been  an  inoeesant 

opponent  of  the  persons  on  this  platform,  in  a  leading  joamal  in  this  oity, 
which  gives  tho  ruo  to  the  hisgoe  in  that  gallery.  I  havt>  inysnlf  given — 
(applause).  Pray  spare  your  plaudits;  I  do  not  wish  for  them.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1851,  I  retired  from  that  Journal,  and  I  have  sinoe  applied  myself  to 
stady.  This  movwnent,  among  others,  has  some  nndsr  my  notice,  and  I 
hare  given  it  math.  attenti«m.  The  res^dt  is,  that  I  liavs  enilvsly  changed 
my  opinion  with  regard  to  it.  I  know,  not  only  that  my  former  opinion 
was  wrong,  but  that  this  movement  is  ono  which  you  cannot  stop;  it 
emanates  from  the  Deity  himself,  whose  intluence  urges  man  forward  on 
the  paUi  of  progress.  I  say  to  the  oleigy,  if  they  ignore  this  movement, 
they  ignore  that  aoeoontability  to  tiie  Ahnighty  which  they  prsaeh.  I 
do  not  mean  to  enter  into  any  argument  on  this  subject,  bat  merely  wish 
to  say,  as  eax'h  one  is  acconntable  for  his  energies  to  God,  you  mnst  go 
on  in  this  good  and  holy  cause;  also,  I  wiwh  to  ahow  that  there  is  such 
a  thing  as  u  man's  changing  liis  opinion.  This  cause  has  been  the  butt 
of  all  the  ridienle  I  eonld  command.  I  seoflBBd  at  It,  in  ssason  and  out 
of  season.  There  is  not  a  lady  on  this  platlbnn  whom  my  pen  has  not 
aspniled ;  and  now  I  come  to  make  all  tho  reparation  in  my  power,  by 
thus  raising  my  voice  on  behalf  of  them  and  the  cause  committed  to  their 
bands.    (Cheers  and  stamping;. 

As  it  was  inconsistent  with  Mrs.  Hott's  Quaker  principles  to  call 
upon  the  police  for  the  forcible  snppressioM  of  the  mob,  she  vacated 
the  chair,  inviting  Eniestinc  L.  Rose  to  take  her  place.  The  last 
evening  eession  oi>enr(l  witli  a  song  by  G.  W.  Clark  ;  but  the  music 
did  not  soothe  the  mob  bou!  ;  he  was  greeted  with  screeches,  which 
his  voice  only  at  brief  intervale  ould  drown. 

The  President  then  introduced  a  (ierman  lady,  Madame  Mathilde 
Francesca  Anneke,  editor  of  a  liberal  woman's  rights  newspaper 
which  had  been  suppressed  in  Germany.  She  had  but  reeently 
landed  in  our  country,  and  hastened  to  the  Convention  to  enjoy  tho 
blessings  of  free  speech  in  a  republic.  She  had  heard  so  tnnch  of 
freedom  in  America,  that  she  could  hardly  express  her  astonishment 
at  what  she  witnessed.   After  many  attempts,  and  with  great  diffi- 
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cnltf,  owiDg  to  the  tnmult  and  interraptioii  by  impertinent  noisee, 
<>be  spoke  as  follows,  in  Qerman,  Mrs.  Roae  translatiiig  her  remarks 
into  English : 

I  wish  to  say  only  a  few  words.  On  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantie 
there  is  no  freedom  of  any  kind,  and  we  have  not  even  the  fight  to  olaim 

freedom  of  speech.  But  can  it  be  that  here,  too,  there  are  tyrants  who 
violate  tlie  individual  right  to  express  opinions  on  any  subject  ?  And  do 
you  call  yourselves  republicans  i  No;  there  is  no  republic  without  free- 
dom of  Bpeeoh.  (The  tnmalt  showhig  no  signs  of  abatement), 

WKNDSLii  PHUiLiPS  came  forward,  and  said :  Allow  me  to  say  one  word, 
pnrelj  as  a  matter  of  the  self-respeot  wUeh  yon  owe  to  yoursolTes.  We 
are  oitlxens  of  a  great  eonntry,  whieh,  from  Kahie  to  Georg^  has  ex- 
tended a  welcome  to  Kossuth,  and  this  New  York  audience  is  now  look- 
ing upon  a  noble  woman  who  stood  by  his  side  in  the  battle-fipMs  of 
Hungary ;  one  who  has  faced  the  cannon  of  Franeis  Joseph  of  Austria, 
for  the  rights  of  the  people.  Is  this  the  welcome  you  give  her  to  the 
shores  of  repahllean  ijneiloa  f  A  woman  who  has  ptoved  her  gallantly 
and  attachment  to  principles,  wishes  to  say  five  words  to  yon  of  the  feel- 
ings with  which  fhe  is  impressed  toward  this  eanse.  I  know,  fellow- 
oitlxens,  that  you  will  hear  her. 

The  andienoeshowing  a  better  disposition  to  hear  Madame  Atinek6, 
flhe  proceeded  thus : 

I  saw  this  morning,  in  a  paper,  that  the  womm  of  Ameilea  have  met 

In  eonvention  to  claim  their  rights.  I  rejoiced  when  I  saw  that  they 
recognized  their  equality:  and  I  rejoiced  when  I  saw  that  they  have 
not  forgotten  their  ni.sters  in  Germany.  I  wished  to  be  here  with  my 
American  sisters,  to  t«ll  them  that  I  sympathize  in  their  efforts;  but 
I  was  too  siek  to  come,  and  woold  probi^ly  not  hvn  been  here  bat  tliat 
another  German  woman,  a  friend  of  this  movement,  came  to  Newark  and 
took  me  out  of  my  sick  berl.  But  it  was  the  want  of  a  knowledge  of  the 
EngliHh  language  which  kept  me  away,  more  than  sickness. 

Before  I  came  here,  I  knew  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  kings;  I  felt 
it  in  my  own  person,  and  firiends,  and  eonntry ;  and  when  I  oame  here  I 
expeeted  to  find  that  freedom  which  Is  denied  as  at  home. .  Oar  slstsra 
in  Germany  have  long  desired  f^edom,  but  there  the  desire  is  repressed 
as  well  in  man  as  in  woman.  There  is  no  freedom  there,  even  to  claim 
human  rights.  Here  they  expect  to  find  freedom  of  speech;  here,  for  if 
we  can  not  daim  it  here,  whne  shonld  we  go  fbr  it  f  Here,  at  least,  we 
ought  to  be  able  to  express  oor  oi^ioas  on  all  subjects;  and  yet,  it  woold 
appear,  there  is  no  Areedom  •  von  here  to  claim  human  rights,  although 
the  only  hope  in  our  country  for  freedom  of  speech  and  action,  is  directed 
to  this  country  lor  illii«tration  and  example.  That  freedom  I  claim. 
The  women  of  my  country  look  to  this  for  eucouraifement  and  sympathy ; 
and  they,  also,  sympathise  with  this  eanse.  We  hope  it  wiU  go  on  and 
prosper;  and  many  hearts  across  the  ocsan  in  Ctonnany  are  beating  In 
onison  with  those  here^ 
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Madame  Annek^  retired  amid  a  *jreat  uproar,  which  increased  when 
Mr.  Phillips  presented  hitntielf  atraiu.  He  persisted  against  frequent 
claiuoruus  interruptions  iu  his  purpose  to  speak,  and  addressed  the 
meeting  as  follows  : 

Mr.  PHiULiiPs:  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  reception  I  meet.  (Inter- 
ruption). 

Mn.  Robb:  As  pre«icling  offlem  for  tUs  evening^  I  call  apon  the  poUe«. 
The  mayor,  too,  promised  to  see  that  oar  meetings  should  not  be  dlB> 

turbed,  and  I  now  call  upon  him  to  preserve  order.  As  citizens  of  New 
York,  wo  have  a  right  to  this  protection,  for  we  pay  our  money  for  it. 
My  friends,  keep  order,  and  then  we  fibali  know  who  tlie  disturbers  are. 

Ifr.  PdmuFS:  Toa  ave  making  a  better  speech  than  I  can,  bj  your 
eondaet.  This  Is  proof  posltlTe  of  the  necessity  of  this  Ck>nTenti«m. 
The  time  has  been  when  other  Conventions  have  been  met  like  this— 
with  hispes.  (Renewed  hisses).  Go  on  with  your  hisses;  geeso  have 
hissed  before  now.  If  it  be  your  pleajsure  to  ai^gue  the  question  for  us^ 
by  provhtig  that  the  men  here,  at  least,  am  not  tt  for  exercising  political 
i^hts.  (Great  uproar). 

Mrs.  BOSB:  I  regrstthat  I  have  again  to  call  upon  the  police  to  keep 
order;  and  if  they  an  not  able  to  do  it,  1  call  upon  tiie  meeting  to  help 
them. 

Mr.  PHiLiiiPS:  You  prove  one  thing  to-night,  that  the  men  of  New  York 
do  not  understand  the  meaning  of  civil  liberty  and  tree  discussion. 

Antoinette  Brown  made  an  attempt  to  speak,  but  soon  ceased 
amidst  the  most  indescribable nproar.  Mr.  EUiott  then  jumped  upon 
the  platform,  and  harangued  the  audience  as  a  representative  of  the 
rowdies,  though  he  claimed  for  himself  great  fairness  and  respecta- 
bility.   He  said  : 

If  taxation  without  representation  be  robbery,  then  robbery  is  right, 
and  I  am  willing  to  be  robbed.  For  twelve  years  1  have  paid  taxes;  and 
here  and  in  other  countries  I  have,  in  return,  got  protection.  Bobbery 
is,  to  take  away  property  forsibiy  idthout  giving  an  equivalent  for  it; 
but  a  good  equivalent  Is  given  for  taiatlon.  In  this  and.ottier  eonntries, 
the  property  of  individuals  is  taken  from  them,  as  when  an  owner  of  land 
is  ch'prived  of  it  by  the  State  to  make  a  railroad  through  it;  that  is  no 
robbery;  an  equivalent  is  given,  and  the  owner  is  fairly  dealt  by.  Wo 
have  heard  many  instances  of  the  tyranny  intlicted  on  women;  but  is 
that  a  reason  tliat  Ihey  should  vote  ?  If  It  be,  minors,  who  are  under  a 
donUe  tyranny,  tliat  of  fotber  and  mother— 

Here  the  audience  seemed  to  have  lost  all  patience,  and  Mr.  El- 
liott's Toice  was  completely  drowned  in  the  uproar.  He  retired,  re- 
peating that  he  had  proved  the  rowdiee  were  not  all  on  ono  aide. 
The  confosion  bow  reached  its  climax.  A  teirifle  uproar,  ahont- 
ing,  jelling,  soreaming,  bellowing,  laughing,  stamping,  cries  of 
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"  Barleigli^''  **  Root »  «  Troth,"  «  Shut  up,"  «  Tbke  a  drink,"  Gree- 
lej,"  etc.,  prevented  anything  orderly  being  heard,  and  the  Conven- 
tion, on  the  motion  of  Mrs.  Rose,  was  adjourned  sine  die  /  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  having  first  been  reed  by  Dr.  Harriot  K.  Hnnt, 
and  passed  without  dissent : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Convention,  and  the  andienM 

8Lss(>!nib1t'd.  ttnider  their  thanks  to  Lucretia  Mott  for  the  (jjace,  firmness, 
ability,  and  courtesy  with  which  she  haa  diaoharged  her  important  and 
oft^a  arduous  duties. 

Daily  Tribune,  Sipt.  8,  1853. 

WOM/VN'S  RIGHTS  CONVENTION:— Mkktixu  at  the  Tabkrnaclk. 

Evening  Scayio/i. —Tremendous  uproar — close  of  the  Convention. 
Teflterday  evenmg  being  the  last  sitting  of  this  Convention,  the  ap- 
proaob  to  tiie  Taberuaele  was  thronged  long  before  the  hour  for  opening 

the  doors,  and  considerable  excitement  seemed  to  prevail.  At  about 
seven  o'clock  the  Tabernacle  doors  were  thrown  open,  and  tlio  rush  for 
tickets  and  admission  to  the  anxious  throng  could  only  be  equalled  by 
that  of  a  Jenny  lind  night  The  building,  eapeble  of  holding  some  2,000 
persons,  was  immediately  filled  to  exoefls,  and  the  prineipal  promoters  of 

the  !no\  i  inont  took  ttieir  places  on  the  platform  Mr.  George  W. 

Clark,  who  had  been  requested  to  a  song  on  "  Freedom  of  Thought," 
did  so  in  a  style  apparently  not  much  approved  by  the  audience,  who  at 
a  very  early  stage  began  to  give  vent  to  all  kinds  of  groans  and  ironioal 
cheers. 

Mrs.  Martin,  of  this  State,  was  then  introdaeed,  and  with  oonsiderable 

difficulty  began  her  address. 

(Cries — "  No!  no!  "  and  tremendous  jells  and  laughter).      Time's  up.'' 
That'll  do."  (Loud  hisses,  groans,  laughter,  tigers,  and  demoniac  sounds 
fm  the  gaUecies).  Cries  of  "  PbiUlps!  PhllUps."  (Hisses  and  yells). 

lYifjtmc,  Sept.  9,  1853. 
We  do  not  know  whether  any  of  the  gentJ*  im n  who  have  succeeded  in 
breaking  up  the  Woman's  Kights  Convontioiu  or  oi  the  other  gentletmn 
who  have  sneeeeded  in  three  sessions  at  Metropolitan  Hall  in  silendng  a 
regnlaxly  appointed  and  admitted  delegate,  will  ever  be  ashamed  of  their 
passion  and  hostility,  but  we  have  little  doubt  that  some  of  them  will 
live  to  understand  their  own  folly.  At  any  rate,  they  have  nccouiplislied 
a  very  different  thing  from  what  they  now  suppose.  For  if  it  had  been 
their  earnest  desire  to  streDgthen  the  oaose  of  Woman's  Bights,  they 
eould  not  liave  done  tiie  woik  half  so  effisetively.  Nothing  Is  so  good  for  a 
weak  and  unpopular  movement  as  this  sort  of  opposition.  Had  Antoin- 
ette Hrown  benn  allowed  to  speak  at  Metropolitan  Hall,  her  observations 
would  certainly  have  occupied  but  a  fraction  of  the  time  now  wasted, 
and  wonld  have  had  just  the  weight  proper  to  their  sense  and  appropri- 
ateness, and  no  more.  But  instead  of  this  the  World's  0<mventi(»i  was 
disturbed  and  its  orators  silenced.  The  consequences  will  be  the  mass 
of  people  throughout  the  eonntry  who  might  otherwise  not  know  of  its 
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existence,  will  have  their  attention  called  and  their  sympathies  enlisted 
in  its  behalf.  So,  too,  when  Antoinette  Brown  is  put  down  by  Rev.  .Tolin 
Chambers  and  his  colleagues,  and  denied  what  \?  her  clear  right  as  a 
member  of  the  Temperance  Convention  by  a  vociforouH  mob,  uomposed, 
we  are  aorry  to  say,  very  largely  of  dergymen,  every  Impartial  person  sees 
that  she  ia  snnNnmded  wiA  a  prestige  and  importance  which,  whatever 
her  talents  as  a  speaker,  nlie  could  hardly  hope  to  have  attained.  Many 
who  question  the  proj^vietv  of  wcnaan'fj  appearing  in  public,  will  revolt 
at  the  gagging  of  one  who  had  a  right  to  speak  and  claimed  simply  tu 
use  it  on  a  proper  oeoasfon.  There  le  in  the  poblle  mind  of  tbia  oountry 
an  intuitive  love  of  lliir  play  and  free  speech,  and  those  who  ootmge  it 
for  any  purpose  of  their  own  merely  reinforce  their  opponents,  and  be- 
stow a  mighty  power  on  the  ideas  they  hate  and  tain  would  suppress. 

IrHrtim^  Sept.  18, 1858. 

Argamonts  pro  and  con.  The  meetings  at  the  Tabernacle  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  last,  exhibited  pome  features  not  often  paralleled  in  the  prog- 
ress of  any  public  agitation  for  the  redress  of  grievances,  or  the  vindi- 
cation of  riffbte.  The  advocates  of  an  enlargement  of  the  allotted  sphere 
of  woman,  had  liiied  the  honee,  paid  the  advertlsinK  and  other  expenses, 
gathered  at  their  own  expense  from  their  dlntant  homes,  and  taken  all 
the  responjiibilities  of  the  outlay,  yet  they  offered  and  desired  throughout 
to  surrender  their  own  platform  for  one-half  of  the  time,  to  any  respect- 
able and  capable  antagonists  who  should  see  fit  to  appear  and  attempt 
to  show  why  their  demands  were  not  just  and  their  grievanoes  real.  Ckm- 
seqnently,  though  they  are  engaged  in  a  struggle,  not  only  against  nam> 
bers  and  power,  and  fashion  and  immemorial  custom,  but  with  the  Pul- 
pit and  the  Press  actively  and  bitterty  leading  and  spurring  on  their  an- 
tagonists, and  with  no  access  to  the  public  ear  but  from  the  public  plat- 
form, we  consider  this  proposition  more  than  liberal— it  was  chindrie  and 
generous.  We  listened  with  interest  to  some  of  the  arguments  pro  and 
con,  and  propose  here  to  recapitulate  their  substance,  that  our  readers 
may  see  at  a  glance  the  present  position  and  bearing  of  the  controveriy. 
We  will  begin  with  the  first  speech  we  heard,  that  of 

Bev.  Wm.  H.  CBUUrsXBfQ:  They  say  the  public  platftnrm  is  not  in  wom- 
an's sphere;  hot  let  ne  understand  why.  Jenny  Idnd  stands  On  that 
platform  before  thousands  of  men  and  women,  and  sings,  "  I  know  that 
my  Retloomer  liveth,"  with  all  hearts  approving,  all  voices  applauding, 
and  nobody  lisps  a  word  that  she  is  out  of  her  sphere.  Well,  Antoinette 
Brown  believes  the  sentiment  so  sang  to  be  the  hope  of  a  lost  world,  and 
feels  herself  called  to  bear  witness  in  bdialf  of  that  religion,  and  to  com- 
mend Ills  salvation  to  the  understanding  and  hearts  of  oil  who  will  hear 
her.  Why  may  she  not  obey  this  impulse,  and  bear  the  tidings  of  a 
world's  salvation  to  those  perishing  in  darkness  and  sin  ?  What  is  there 
unfemiuiue  or  revolting  in  her  preaching  the  truth  which  Jenny  Lind 
may  sing  without  objection  and  amid  uniTeveal  applause  t 

Answer  by  things  "  in  male  costumes.''  Hiss*8-8. 

Mrs.  Ernestcte  L.  Rosk:  The  law  declares  husband  and  wife  one;  and 
such  we  all  feel  that  they  should  be,  and  must  be  when  the  marriage  is  a 
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trae  one.  Kow,  why  should  that  same  law  base  their  union  or  oncncsa 
on  inequality  or  subjugation  ?  The  wife  dies  and  the  husband  inherits 
all  her  property,  as  is  right;  but  let  the  husband  die,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  property  is  taken  from  the  wife  and  given  to  others,  even 
though  all  that  profiaty  vvm  eaned  or  Inherited  by  tho  wifis.  She  maf 
be  tamed  oat  of  the  house  she  was  born  In  and  which  was  hers  until 
marr5f\f?e,  and  see  it  given  to  her  husband's  brothers  or  other  kindred 
who  are  strangers  to  her.  I  insist  that  the  wife  should  own  and  inherit 
the  property  of  the  hoibood  jost  to  the  same  extent  that  the  bnsband 
inherits  that  (tf  the  wife^why  not  t 

Answer  to  the  aforesaid — HlsSHB-s-st  Bow-ow-ow! 

Harriot  K.  Hunt:  I  plant  myself  on  the  basis  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  and  insist,  with  our  Revolutionary  sires,  that  taxation 
irithont  represemtatkMi  hi  tyranny.  Well;  here  esn  I»  a^  independent 
American  woman,  edncated  ft»r  and  lining  by  the  piaetioe  of  medicine. 
I  c»wn  property,  and  i}ay  taxes  on  that  properiy.  I  demand  of  the  Gov* 
emment  that  taxes  me  that  it  should  allow  me  an  equal  voice  with  tlie 
other  tax-payers  in  the  disposal  of  the  public  money.  1  am  certainly  not 
less  intelligent  than  thousands  who,  though  scarcely  able  to  read  their 
ballots,  are  entitled  to  Tote.  I  am  allowed  to  yote  in  any  bank  or  insoi^ 
anoe  company  when  I  choose  to  be  a  stockholder;  wl^  ought  I  not  to 
vote  in  the  cli^position  of  public  money  rained  by  tax,  as  well  as  thoso 
men  who  do  not  pay  taxes,  or  those  who  do  either  ? 

Answer  of  the  aforesaid — Yah!  wowl  Hiss-s-s-sl 

LiTOT  Bvom:  I  plead  fat  the  right  of  woman  to  the  control  tA  her  own 
person  as  a  moral,  intelligent,  acoountable  being.  I  know  a  wifs  who 
has  not  set  foot  outside  of  her  husband's  house  for  thrfo  ye!ir?<,  btHvuise 
her  husband  forbids  her  doing  so  wlicii  he  is  pn\<»Mit,  and  ioclts  iier  up 
when  he  is  absent.  That  wife  is  gray  with  sorrow  and  despair  though 
now  in  middle  life,  bat  there  is  no  redress  for  her  wrongs  beoaase  the 
law  makes  her  hnsband  her  master,  and  there  is  no  proof  that  he  beats 
or  bruises  her;  there  is  nothing  in  his  treatment  of  her  that  tho  law 
does  not  allow.  I  protest  ngainst  such  h  hiw  nnd  demand  its  overthrow; 
and  I  protest  against  any  luw  which  limits  the  sphere  of  woman,  as  a 
bar  to  her  intsUeetuai  development.  Toa  say  she  oon  not  do  this  and  that, 
bat  if  so^  what  need  of  a  law  to  prevent  her  t  Ton  si^  her  intelleetaal 
achievements  have  not  equaled  those  of  man ;  bat  I  answer,  that  she  has 
had  no  motive,  no  opportunity  for  suoii  nchinvoment.  Close  nil  the 
avenues,  take  away  all  the  incitement  for  man's  ambition,  and  he  WDuld 
do  no  more  tiian  woman  does.  Orant  her  freedom,  edaoatiou,  and  op- 
portnnity,  and  she  wQl  do  what  0od  intended  she'shoald  do,  no  less,  no 
more.  Men!  you  dwarf,  you  wrong  yourselves  in  n  stnilning  and  fetter- 
ing the  intellectual  development  of  woman '  I  ask  for  her  liberty  to  do 
whatever  moral  and  useful  deed  she  proves  able  to  do— why  should  I 
ask  in  vain  f 

Answer  by  time-serving  Press:  Men,  Women,  and  Bloomers!  Faugh  I 
Bahl 

VNTOniBTTE  Brown:  I  plead  that  the  mother  may  not  be  legally 
robbed  of  her  cliildren.  I  know  a  mother  who  was  left  a  widow  with 
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three  young  cbildreu.  She  wa«  able,  and  most  willing  to  support 
them  in  bnnible  independ«nM;  but  hw  hiijib«ad  Mora  h»  died,  bad 
aeeretly  given  two  of  tbem  to  his  relativee»  Mid  the  law  tora  tbem  from 
the  mother's  bosom,  and  left  her  but  the  youngest,  who  was  soon  taken 
from  her  by  death.  That  motber  lived  to  see  her  two  surviving  ohildrea 
grow  up,  the  one  to  be  a  drunkard  and  the  other  a  felon,  all  through 
neglect  and  the  went  of  that  oara  and  gnaidianiblp  wbteh  ncne  to  well 
as  a  parant  oaa  be  felled  on  to  afflnrd.  I  i^eed  for  woman  aa  a  mother, 
that  her  right  to  her  children  be  recognized  aa  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the 
father,  and  that  he,  being  dead,  no  other  can  have  a  right  to  their  guar* 
dianehip  paramount  or  even  equal  to  hers.  * 

Pantalooned  mob  as  aforesaid:  Oh.  dry  upl  Bow-owl  Wanghi 
HIss4-aI  Getontl 

The  ease  is  stUl  on. 

WOMAN'S   RIGHTS   STATE  CONVENTION, 

ROCHESTER.  N.  Y.,  NOVKMBKK  30  AND  DECEMBER  1,  1853. 

As  William  Henry  Channing  resided  at  Roche^.ter,  and  felt  that 
the  time  liad  come  for  some  more  active  measures,  lie  was  invited 
to  prepare  the  call  and  r^lntioQB  for  the  Convention.  The  follow- 
ing was  iasoed  and  eztenaiToly  dnsnlatad)  and  rigned  by  many  of 
the  leading  men  and  women  of  the  State: 

TlIK  JUST  AND  EQUAL  KI0HT8  OF  WOHSN. 
To  the  Men  and  Women  of  Neio  York  : 

The  ''Woman's  Rights"  Movement  is  a  practical  one,  demanding 
prompt  and  efficient  action  for  the  relief  of  oppressive  wrongs ;  and,  as 
the  Conventioiis  held  ior  aevetal  years  past  in  diffBrsnt  States,  have  an* 
Bwered  their  end  of  aronsing  earnest  pablle  attention,  the  time  has  eome 
for  calling  upon  the  people  to  reform  the  evils  from  whloh  women  soflbr, 
by  their  Representatives  in  Legislative  Assemblies. 

The  wise  and  humane  of  all  classes  in  society,  however  much  they  may 
differ  upon  speculative  points  as  to  woman's  nature  and  function,  agree 
tiiat  there  are  aetnal  ahnsee  of  women,  tolerated  by  eostom  and  antlior 
ized  by  law,  which  are  eondemned  alike  by  the  genius  of  r^fabllean  in- 
stitutions and  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion.  Conscience  and  com- 
mon sense,  then,  unite  to  sanction  their  immediate  redress.  Thousands 
of  the  best  men  and  women,  in  all  our  communities,  are  asking  such 
questions  as  these: 

1.  Wl^  dioaldiiol  wemaa*fl  work  be  paid  for  aeoording  to  tiie  q^oality 
of  the  work  done,  and  not  the  sex  of  the  worker  ? 

2.  How  shall  we  open  for  woman's  eneigies  new  spheree  of  well  rema- 
nerated  industry  t 

8.  Why  shoold  not  wiTSS,  equally  with  husbands,  be  entitled  to  their 
own  earnings  t 

4.  Why  slioold  not  widows,  equally  with  widowers,  become  by  law  the 
legal  guardians,  as  they  eertainiy  are  by  nature  the  nataial  gnardians,  of 
their  own  children  ? 
37 
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5.  On  what  Jort  gnnind  do  the  laws  maktt  a  distinction  betwsea  msn 
and  women,  in  regard  to  the  ownenUpof  ptDpsfty,  Inheritanse,  and  the 

administration  of  estates  ? 

6.  Why  should  women,  any  more  than  men,  be  taxed  without  repre- 
■sntationf 

7.  Why  may  not  woman  olaim  to  be  tried  by  a  Jiuy  of  their  peers,  with 

exactly  the  same  right  as  men  olaim  to  be  and  actually  are  f 

8.  If  women  need  the  protoetion  of  the  laws,  and  are  subject  to  the 
penalties  of  the  laws  equally  with  men,  why  should  they  not  have  an 
equal  influence  in  making  the  laws,  and  appointing  Legislatures,  the 
Jadieiary,  and  BxeeotiTe  t 

And,  finally,  if  governments — according  to  our  Nattonal  Declaration  of 
Independence — "derive  their  jupt  powers  from  the  consent  of  tlie  uov- 
erned,"  why  ishould  women,  any  more  than  men,  be  governed  without 
their  own  couiieut;  and  why,  therefore,  is  not  woman's  right  to  suffrage 
precisely  equal  tO  mail*6  f 

For  the  end  of  finding  out  praetteal  answers  to  these  and  similar  qaee- 
tiODS,  and  making  suitable  arrangements  to  bring  the  existing  wrongs 
of  women,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  before  the  Log^islaturo  at  its  next 
session,  we,  the  undersigned,  do  urgently  request  the  men  and  women  of 
the  Gtnnmonwealth  to  assemble  in  OonTenUon,  in  the  olty  of  Roehester, 
on  Wedneeday,  Kovember  80th,  and  Thorsday,  Deoember  1, 185&,* 

The  CoDvention  assembled  at  Corinthian  Hall  at  10  o'clock. 
Bev.  Saranel  J.  May,  of  Syrscnse,  ra  the  ebair.f   After  thanking 

*  Ellzubetb  Cadj  btaatoo,  S«neca  Falls  \      James  M'Caue  8mith,  New  ¥ork  ; 

Muy  Gbenqr  Otedey,  New  Teik ;  B.  O.  Love,  Bsndolpb ; 

Eniestine  L-  Rose,  New  Tork ;  Mary  F.  Love,  Randolph ; 

Suttoel  J.  May,  SyiacuM ;  CM.  Crowltiy,  Randolph ; 

George  W.  Jodmo,  Bafldo ;  R.  T.  Tnll,  New  York; 

Antoinette  L.  Brown,  8outh  Butler;  Ptnily  S.  Trail,  New  York; 

Frederick  DooglaM,  Bocheater ;  OllTer  Johnsoo,  New  Tofk ; 

Binun  CorliH,  Oreenwlch ;  Xuiatia  W.  Sdbxmoa^  New  Toifc ; 

Lydla  A.  JeakioB,  Geneva  ;  Sydney  Howard  Gay,  New  York: 

William  H.  CbMining,  Rochester ;  Catbarine  S.  Welling,  Elmiza  ; 

William  Hay,  Saratoga  Springs ;  Mrs.  Holbrook,  Elmira ; 

Amy  Post,  Roclicfter  ;  H.  A.  Zoller,  Little  Falla ; 

Mary  H.  Hallowtll,  Korhester ;  Stephen  Halpht,  Dutchess  Coualy; 

Susan  B.  Aotbony,  Uocbcater;  Sarab  A.  Bartts,  Rochester; 

WnURm  R.  Hsltowdl,  Boeh«ster;  I^pdlt  P.  levsge,  Bftwemei 

Isaac  Post,  Rochester;  Lydla  Mott,  Albauv  ; 

Mary  B.  F.  Cartis,  Rochester ;  J.  B.  Bands,  Canoudaigua ; 

Itnnlni  Kedde,  RodMeter ;  Oatlnrliiv  H.  Beodi,  OMwndslgaa. 

t  Vkt-Pre.rideTifs.—T.mwtinc  L.  Rose,  New  York;  8.  C.  Ciiyltr.  Wayne;  AmyFosl» 
Rochester;  Miiry  ¥.  I^jw,  Randulph  ;  Amelia  Bloomer,  Seneca  F:in9  ;  Carolina  Koife, 
Cayuga ;  Griffith  M.  Cooper,  Wayne ;  Rev.  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  South  Butler ;  Matilda 
Joi^  Oeffe,  Maaltas;  Bev.  J.  W.  Logoln,  Syneue;  Barak  A.  BorHa,  Bocibesler; 
Bmma  R.  Coe,  Buffalo. 

Sieeretarie4.—SvLa&u  B.  Anthony,  Sarah  Pellet,  Wm.  J.  Watkins,  and  Sarah  WUIU. 

FinoHM  OmwiIHm.— Miiry  8.  Anthony,  Muj  H.  Hhnowclt,  S.  J.  Jenlda%  Ln^Oolmiii, 
end  Mar}-  CooinT. 

B*uine*M  Owiwnittef.— ErneRtine  L.  Boae,  William  Henry  Cbanning,  Antoinette  K 
Brown,  Fiederiek  Douglass,  Amy  Fwt,  tnH  BunwA  J.  Love. 
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the  Convention  for  the  honor  conferred,  he  ran  the  parallel  between 
the  laws  for  married  womoTi  and  the  slaves  un  the  iSoutliei  n  planta- 
tion, and  then  introducod  Eruestiue  L.  Rose,  to  paint  in  more  vivid 
colors  the  picture  he  had  ootlined. 

Hva.  B08B  said:  TheTOnMxksof  tlM  president  have  impressed  us  to  do  our 
duty  with  all  the  earnestness  in  our  power.  This  is  termed  a  woman's 
rights  movement.  Alas  !  that  the  painful  necessity  should  exist,  for 
woman's  oalling  a  Convention  to  claim  her  rights  from  those  who  liave 
been  eraated  fco  go  band  In  band,  and  heart  in  heart  with  her;  whose  in- 
toreets  ean  not  be  divided  from  hers.  Why  does  the  olaim  them  t  Be- 
cause every  human  being  has  a  right  to  all  the  advantages  society  has  to 
bestow,  if  his  having  them  does  not  injure  the  rights  of  otherp.  Life  is 
valueless  without  liberty,  and  Bhall  wo  not  claim  that  which  is  dearer 
than  life  ?  In  savage  life,  liberty  is  synonymous  with  aggression.  In 
eivUlced  eonntriee  it  is  ftmnded  on  equality  of  rights.  Oppression  always 
prodnees  soffering  through  the  whole  of  the  society  where  it  exists;  this 
movement  ought,  therefore,  to  be  railed  a  liuman  rights  movement.  The 
wrongs  of  woman  are  so  many  (indeed  there  in  scarcely  anything  else  but 
wrongs)  that  tliere  is  not  time  to  mention  them  ail  iu  one  convention. 
She  would  q»eak  at  present  of  Isgal  wiongSy  and  leave  It  to  her  hearers, 
if  all  are  not — men,  perhaps,  more  than  women — sofferem  by  these 
wrongs.  How  can  woman  have  a  right  to  her  children  when  the  right  to 
berself  is  taken  away  ?  At  the  marriage  altar  the  husband  says  in  effect, 
*^  AU  this  is  mine,  all  mine  is  my  own."  She  ceases  to  exist  legally,  except 
when  she  vIolatM  the  laws;  then  die  aasnmas  bar  Identity  Just  Bong 
enough  to  reosive  the  penalty.  When  the  bosband  dies  poor,  Isa^ng  the 
widow  with  small  ehildren  (here  the  speaker  pictured  thrillingly  the  suf- 
fering of  a  poor,  weak-minded,  helpless  woman,  with  small  children  de- 
pendent on  her),  she  is  then  acknowledged  the  guardian  of  her  children. 
But  any  property  left  them  takes  away  her  right  of  control.  If  there  is 
property  the  law  stepe  in  as  goardian  of  it  and  tbevefoM  of  the  ehildren. 
The  widowed  mother  is  their  guardian,  onlj  on  oondltlon  that  the  bos- 
band has  made  her  so  by  will.  Can  anybnman  being  be  benefited  by 
euch  gross  violations  of  humanity  ? 

Matilda  Joslyn  Gaqb  said:  The  legal  disabihties of  woman  are  many, 
as  not  only  known  to  those  who  bear  them,  bat  they  are  aoknowledged 
by  Kent,  Story,  andmany  other  legal  aathorities.  A  wifis  has  no  man- 
agement in  the  joint  earnings  of  herself  and  her  husband;  they  are  en- 
tirely under  control  of  the  husband,  who  is  obliged  to  furnish  the  wife 
merely  the  common  necessaries  of  life;  all  that  she  receives  beyond  these 
is  looked  apoa  by  the  law  as  a  favor,  and  not  held  as  her  right.  A 
mother  is  d«iied  the  enstody  of  her  own  ehild ;  a  most  barbaroos  and  nn- 
Just  law,  which  robs  her  of  tfie  child  plaeed  in  her  care  by  the  great  Cre- 
ator himself.  A  widow  is  allowed  the  use  merely  of  one-third  of  the  real 
estate  left  at  the  hnsbnnd's  death;  und  when  her  minor  children  have 
grown  up  she  must  surrender  the  personal  property,  even  to  the  family 
Bible,  and  the  pietores  of  her  dear  dilldren.  In  view  of  saeh  laws  tlie 
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women  engaged  in  thit  moTement  Mk  that  the  wifo  Bhall  be  made  heir 

to  the  husband  to  the  same  extent  that  he  is  now  her  heir. 

Taxation  without  representation  is  another  of  the  wrongs  that  woman 
endures.  In  this  she  is  held  below  the  negro  in  the  political  scale ;  for 
the  black  man,  wh«n  not  poMMoing  property  to  the  extent  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  doUan^  is  not  ailomd  to  vote,  bat  nelthor  if  he  taxed. 
The  present  law  of  divorce  is  very  unjust;  the  husband,  whether  the  in- 
noeent  or  the  guilty  party,  retaining  all  the  wife's  property,  a??  also  the 
eontrol  of  the  children  unless  by  special  decree  of  the  court  they  are  as- 
signed to  the  mother. 

Ber.  Ajraonmns  Bbowv  said:  Tlie  wife  owes  aervioe  and  Ubor  to  her 
hnsband  as  mnch  and  ae  alMotately  as  the  slave  does  to  his  master.  This 
grates  harshly  upon  the  ears  of  Christendom;  bnt  it  is  made  palpably 
and  practically  true  all  through  our  statute  bookp,  deppite  the  poetic  fancy 
which  views  woman  as  elevated  in  the  social  etitat^ ;  but  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels. . 

Letters  were  read  from  PanUiift  Wright  Davu,  Dr.  Trail,  Harj 
0.  Vanghaoy  and  Hoiu  WiUiam  Hay.  A  series  of  ifonrteen  tesolo- 
tions  were  presented  by  Mr.  Obanning,  and  disenssed,  which  sug- 
gested the-mppointment  of  Taiions  oommitfceea.  One  to  prepare  an 
address  to  the  Legislature,  and  to  ask  a  special  hearing  before  a  joint 
oommittee  to  oonsider  the  whole  sabjcct  of  the  just  and  equal  rights 
of  woman  ;  another  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  capitalists  and 
iodostrialists  of  New  York  on  the  best  modes  of  emplojing  and 
renranerating  women. 

i{0M»lQSd,  That  the  movement,  now  in  progress  throughout  the  United 
States,  for  seenilng  the  Just  and  eqoal  fights  of  women,  in  edneation, 
industry,  law,  politics,  religicm,  and  aoelal  lilb,  is  timely,  wise,  and  prao- 

tical;  that  it  is  authorized  by  all  the  essential  principles  of  Republican 
institutions,  and  sanctioned  by  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion;  and 
finally  that  it  is  but  a  carrying  on  to  completeness  oi  a  reform,  already 
begun,  by  legal  provisions,  in  the  moat  advaaeed  States  of  the  UniML 

JR^soleed,  That  the  design  of  all  trae  legidation  should  be  the  elevap 
tion  of  every  member  of  the  omnmnnity — and  that  the  violation  of  this 
legitimate  design,  in  depriving  woman  of  her  just  and  equal  rights,  is 
not  only  highly  injurious  to  her,  but  by  reason  of  the  equilibrium  which 
pervades  all  existence,  that  man,  too,  is  impeded  in  his  progress  by  the 
very  ehaias  wMoh  bind  woman  to  the  Uftsless  skeleton  of  feodal  dvUiisp 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  not  ask  for  woman's  political,  civil,  industrial, 
and  social  equality  with  man,  in  the  sp^it  of  antiigonism,  or  with  a 
wish  to  produce  separate  and  conflicting  interests  between  the  sexes, 
but  beeanse  tfie  onward  progress  of  society  and  the  highest  aqdrations 
of  the  hmnaa  mee,  demand  that  woman  ahonld  erery  whste  be  xeeog> 
aised  as  the  eo-eqwd  and  eo-eoveielgn  of  man. 
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Resolved,  That  wamon  justly  claim  an  eqnally  Arse  Aooew  with  men, 

to  the  highest  moane  of  mental,  moral,  and  physical  culture,  provided 
in  seminaries,  nolleges,  profussional  and  industrial  schools;  and  that  wo 
call  upon  all  friends  of  progress  and  upon  the  Legislature  of  New  York, 
la  eatabllBhing  and  «ndo«ing  Inatltattoiit,  to  tevor  pra-railiMiitly  flKMe 
whieh  flMk  to  plaoe  malM and laaialos  on alafv«l of  oqiuil  adTantageo in 
their  system  of  eduoatkm* 

Resolved,  That,  inasmuch  as  universal  eiperionce  proves  the  insepa- 
rable connection  between  dependence  and  degradation — while  it  is  plain 
io  overy  candid  observer  of  society  that  women  are  kept  poor,  by  being 
4»owded  together,  to  eompete  ivltfa  and  nnderaeU  one  another  hi  a  few 
branobei  of  kibor,  and  that  from  this  very  poverty  of  women,  sprhiff 
many  of  the  most  terrible  \vrongs  and  evils,  which  corrupt  and  endanger 
society;  therefore  do  we  invite  the  earnest  attention  of  capitaKsts,  mer- 
chants, traders,  manufacturers,  and  mechanics,  to  the  urgent  need, 
which  eveflywhere  eadete,  of  opening  to  women  new  arennee  of  hcmeBt 
•nd  honorable  employment,  and  we  do  herebj  call  npon  all  manlj  men 
to  make  room  for  their  sisters  to  earn  an  independent  livelihood. 

Resolvedt  That,  whereas,  the  custom  of  making  small  remuneration  for 
woman's  work,  in  all  departments  of  industry,  has  sprung  from  her  de- 
pendenoe,  whieh  dependence  is  prolonged  and  inereaeed  by  this  moit 
iimtional  and  nnjoet  habit  of  half  pay;  therefore  do  we  demand,  In  the 
name  of  eommon  sense  and  common  coneidence,  that  women  eqpially 
with  men,  should  be  paid  for  their  eervioes  according  to  the  ^pwUtjJT  and 
quantity  of  the  work  done,  and  not  the  sex  of  the  worker. 

Resolved,  That,  whereas,  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  acts  of  1S4S 
aild  hae  honorably  and  J  ustly  plaeed  maxiied  women  on  the  footing 
of  equality  with  unmarried  women,  in  regard  to  the  reeefving,  holding^ 
conveying,  and  devising  of  all  property,  real  and  personal,  we  call  upon 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  to  take  the  next  step— so  plainly  justified 
by  its  own  precedents— of  providing  that  husbands  and  wives  shall  be 
J^t  ownere  of  their  Joint  eaminge— tiie  eommnnll^'  eetate  passing  to 
tlie  survivor  at  the  death  of  either  party. 

Resolved,  That,  whereas,  the  evident  intent  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Now  Y'ork  has  for  many  years  been  progressively  to  do  away  with 
the  legal  disabilities  of  women,  which  existed  under  the  savage  usages 
of  the  old  common  law,  therefore  we  do  urgently  call  upon  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  State,  at  Its  next  session,  to  appoint  a  johit  eommlttee  to 
examine  and  revise  the  statutes,  and  to  propose  remedies  for  the  rodrsee 
of  all  legal  grievances  from  which  women  now  suffer,  and  suitable  meas- 
ures for  the  full  establishment  of  women's  legal  equality  with  men. 

Resolved,  That,  whereas,  under  the  common  law,  the  father  is  regarded 
as  the  guardian,  by  nature^  of  his  (daildrwo,  having  the  entire  eontrol  of 
thdr  persons  and  edoeation,  while  only  upon  the  death  of  the  father, 
does  the  mother  become  the  guardian  by  nature;  and,  whereas,  by  the 
revised  statutes  of  Now  York,  it  is  provided,  that  where  an  estate  in 
lauds  shall  become  vested  in  an  infant,  the  guardianslxip  of  such  infant, 
with  the  rights,  powers,  and  duties  ot  a  guardian  in  soeoage,  shall  belong 
to  the  lather,  and  only  In  ease  of  the  father's  death,  to  the  mother; 
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and,  whereaa,  finally  and  ohiefly,  by  the  revised  etatatas  of  New  Yofk, 
it  is  provided,  thai  eveqr  JSttlMr  may,  by  liis  deed  or  last  will,  dnly  em- 
ented,  dispoee  of  the  eoetody  and  UUtlon  of  Us  ehUdren,  (luring  their 
minority,  "to  any  person  or  persons  in  possession  or  remainder";  there- 
fore, do  we  solemnly  protest  against  the  utter  violation  of  every  mother'n 
rights,  aathorized  by  existing  laws,  in  regard  to  the  guardianaliip  ot  m- 
liftnte,  and  demand,  in  the  name  of  oommon  humanity,  titat  the  Legie- 
latnre  of  Hew  York  so  amend  the  statutes,  as  to  place  fathers  and 
mothers  on  equal  footing  in  regard  to  the  guardianship  of  their  children. 
Especially  do  we  invite  the  Legislature  instantly  to  pai?fi  laws,  entitling 
mothers  to  become  their  okildren'ti  guardians,  in  all  cases  where,  by 
habitual  dnmkenneee,  immorality,  or  improvidenee,  ftitiiera  are  iooom- 
petent  to  the  aaorad  tniet. 

Resolved,  That,  whereas,  aeoording  to  the  amendments  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  it  is  provided  that  "in  all  criminal  cases, 
the  accused  shall  ei\}oy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  pnblio  trial,  by  an  im- 
partial jury,"  and  tint  "In  iBlti  at  eommon  law,  wbsM  tlie  vabM  in 
controversy  shall  ezeeed  twenty  doUais,  the  ilg^t  of  trial  by  Jury  shall 
be  preserved**;  and,  whereas,  according  to  the  revised  statutes  of  New 
York,  it  iH  provided,  that  "  no  member  of  this  State  can  be  disfranchised 
or  deprived  of  any  of  the  rights  or  privileges,  secured  to  any  citizen  thereof, 
unless  by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers  therefore, 
do  we  demand,  that  womMm,  as  "members**  and  "oltiieas**  of  this 
State,  equally  with  men,  should  be  entitled  to  olaim  a  trial  by  *'  an  im- 
partial jury  of  thoir  pterH."  And  especially  do  wp  remonstrate  agfUnst 
the  partial,  mean,  and  utfcrly  inequitable  custom,  everywhere  prevalent, 
that  in  questions  of  divorce,  men,  and  men  alone,  should  be  regarded 
as    an  impartial  Jury." 

Re»oiw)dy  That,  whereas,  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  of  the 
United  States,  one  of  the  "injuries  and  usurpation"  complainod  of  is 
Taxation  without  the  consent  of  the  persons  taxed ;  and,  whereHS,  it  is 
provided  in  the  revised  statutes  of  Isew  York,  tliat  '  *  no  tax,  duty,  aid  or 
imposition  whatevei^-e»sept  suoh  as  may  be  laid  by  a  law  of  the  United 
States— eaa  be  taken  or  levied  within  this  State,  without  the  grant  and 
.  assent  of  the  people  of  this  State;  by  their  representatives  in  Senate 
and  Assembly";  and  that  "  no  citizen  of  this  State  can  be  compelled  to 
contribute  to  any  gift,  loan,  tax,  or  other  like  charge,  not  laid  or  imposed 
by  a  law  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  **;  there- 
lore  do  we  proelalm,  that  it  is  a  gross  aet  of  tyranny  and  usurpation,  to 
tax  women  without  their  consent,  and  we  demand,  either  that  women 
be  represented  by  their  own  appointed  representatives,  or  that  they  be 
freed  from  the  imposition  of  taxes. 

Hesolved,  That  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  flindamental  principle  of  the 
Ifatlon  and  of  every  State  In  this  Union,  that  all  **  govei^nments  derive 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed" — it  is  a  manifest 
violation  of  the  Supreme  Law  of  the  land  for  males  to  govern  ft  inales 
without  their  consent;  and  therefore  do  we  demand,  of  the  people  of 
Hew  York,  ttuch  a  change  in  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  as  will  secure  to 
women  the  right  of  sulbuge  which  is  now  so  unjustly  monopolised  by  men. 
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Resolved,  That  EUttbeth  Cady  Stanton,  SMnvel  J.  May*  BmMrtine  L. 
Bom,  WiUiain  Bmj,  Sana  B.  Anfbony,  Bofioaglis  FbilUpa,  Antoinette  L. 
Blown,  W.  H.  Chnnnlng^  and  Lydia  A.  Jenkini^,  be  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare and  to  present  an  address  to  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  at  its 
next  session,  stating,  a^^  fspecifically  &r  they  shall  see  fit,  the  legal  disa- 
bilities of  women,  and  to  ask  a  hearing  before  a  Joint  committee,  spec- 
iNUy  appointed  to  eonaider  tlie  wliole  mlijeet  off  tbe  Joat  and  equal 
lil^ta  of  women. 

Revived,  That  Horace  Greeley,  Mary  C.  Vanjfhan,  Abraiii  Pryne, 
Sarah  Pellet,  and  Matilda  Joslyn  Grage  bo  a  eoiamittee  to  prepare  on 
address  to  capitalists  and  industrialists  of  2iew  York,  on  the  best  modes 
of  employing  and  lennmemtlns  ttia  indnitry  of  women. 

The  President  invited  an j  one  who  saw  errors  or  faUaoieB  in  tho 
aignmentB  brought  torward,  to  make  them  apparent. 

Mr.  Fbxsb,  of  OaMaovia^  editor  of  the  Progmrivs  ChHithn,  aaid :  If 
women  desire  to  enter  the  ordinacy  avoeatlons  of  men,  tiiey  most  be 

brave  enough  to  become  shopkeepers  and  mechanics.  There  is  no  law 
to  prevent  it,  neither  is  there  to  woman's  voting.  The  men  have  made 
an  arrangement  by  which  their  votes  are  not  counted,  but  still  they 
might  provide  ballot-boxes,  and  deidde  opon  whom  they  woold  prefsr  m 
magistmtes  and  legislators.  A.  man  who  waa  thus  voted  to  stay  at  h<mie, 
by  an  ovMrwhelmin^  majority  of  women,  even  if  elected  by  the  men, 
would  find  himself  in  an  uncomfortable  position. 

Mr.  Channinq  said  he  understood  that  in  a  town  in  Ohio  the  women 
did  SO,  and  east  sixty  votes. 

Mr.  Prystb  was  glad  to  hear  that  there  were  practical  women  In  Ohio. 
Man  is  where  he  is  because  he  is  what  he  is,  and  when  woman  gets  the 
8an]e  elements  of  moral  and  physical  power  she  will  have  no  more 
w^rougs  to  complain  of. 

Ifn.  BOBB  aald  it  waa  a  true  maxim  that  he  who  wonld  be  f^  him- 
self  matt  atrilce  the  blow.  Bat  woman  eonld  not,  aa  things  were,  help 
herself.  As  well  might  the  slaveholder  say  that  the  slave  was  fit  for  no 
other  condition  while  he  consents  to  occupy  that  position.  To  a  certain 
extent  this  is  true,  and  the  same  principles  apply  to  both  cla^fiie.H.  But 
all  homan  beings  are  not  martyrs;  the  majority  accept  the  conditions  in 
wliieh  they  And  tbemaelTea,  rather  tlian  make  their  livee  one  long  strag^ 
gle  for  freedom.  Woman  most  be  educated  to  take  the  stand  whieh 
Mr.  Pryne  invites  her  to  assume.  The  only  object  for  which  woman  is 
now  reared  is  to  be  married;  and  is  she  fitted  even  for  that;  to  become 
a  companion,  an  assistant,  an  aid,  a  comforter  to  man;  and  above  all, 
a  mother  t  That  alone;  to  lit  a  woman  for  that  apliere;  she  maat  pos- 
sess all  the  extended  edneation  whleh  woald  fit  her  to  tidce  any  position 
in  life  to  which  man  aspires. 

Maky  F.  Lovr  said  there  might  be  hindrances  in  the  way  of  woman 
too  great  for  her  to  surmount.  Men  in  their  struggles  for  liberty  have 
aometimes  met  inaapemble  obetaoles;  there  have  been  anaaeeessfal 
leyolnttona  at  all  atagea  of  homan  development 
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Fkbdkhick  Douglass,  in  discussmj?  the  injustice  to  woman  in  the 
world  of  work,  said :  Some  one  whispers  in  my  ear  that  as  teachers  worn* 
en  get  oii»4barth  thA  pay  men  do,  while  *  giil*e  toittoa  is  fhe  aame  as  * 
boj*s. 

The  Pkksiobmt  observed,  that  the  girl  geta  twiee  as  moeb  edoeatioii, 

being  unifonnly  more  studious  and  attentive. 

£.  A.  Hopkins,  a  lawer  of  Rochester,  ^poke  to  the  eighth  resolution, 
which  asks  for  a  ecmunittee  to  examine  the  whole  subject;  he  said:  I 
believe  if  fble  qneetton  was  properiy  presented  to  the  Legislature,  we 
might  have  well  grounded  hope  br  the  relief  of  women  from  their  legal 
disabilities,  and  indicated  the  amendments  which  ought  to  be  made  in 
the  preHfiit  lavv^*  rt^u'ulating  the  relntioiip  of  the  married  stat^?.  He  argued 
agaiubt  making  tiiu  man  and  wife  joint  owuorii  of  property,  except  in 
certain  speoiile  easea. 

Bev.  Mr.  OHimro  aald  that  in  Looiaiana  and  Califtmilathia  joint 
ownership  was  recognized  by  the  laws. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  not  aware  of  that;  and  he  did  not  see  why  labor, 
worth  in  the  market  no  more  than  one  or  two  dollars  per  week,  should 
be  paid  for  at  tiia  late  o^  it  may  be,  |S0O  per  week.  He  thought  the  law 
ahoold  be  altered  so  that  tiie  widow  may  have  control  of  ptopertj  while 
her  children  are  minors.  The  right  to  vote,  which  was  claimed  under 
the  idea  that  representation  should  go  before  taxation,  he  discussed  with 
ability,  taking  ground  against  women  voting.  The  arguments  used  by 
the  other  side  were  shown  to  be  fallacious,  or  at  least  partaking  of  the 
aristoeratie  element.  Women  are  already  tried  by  **tfaefar  peers,**  tiioog^ 
not  by  those  of  their  own  sex.  As  to  women  holding  office,  this  move- 
ment had  proved  the  position  of  Dr.  Channiiig,  in  hi^^  dif^cuasion  with 
Miss  Martineau,  that  "influence  was  good,  and  office  bad."  Women 
should  be  content  to  exercise  iuHueuce,  without  seeking  for  the  spoils 
and  risking  the  temptations  of  oilce.  He  aigued  upon  the  maxim  tliat 
**goTeinments  deilTe  their  Jnst  powers  frmn  the  consent  of  tlie  gor* 
emed,**  contending  that  it  was  not  true;  those  powers  are  derived  from 
the  majority  who  are  brave  enooj^  to  set  ap  and  sustain  the  govern* 
ment.* 


*  Mr.  HopklDS  fkntbOT  stetad  tbst,  teDSney  ty  tlie  courtosy  qierstM  In  ftvor  of  the 

husb  niii.  not  of  the  wife.  It  Is  the  husband's  rljfbt  dnriag  his  life  to  the  uso  of  the 
wife's  real  estate  from  her  death,  In  case  of  a  child  or  ddMrm  bora  of  the  marriage.  It 
to  defflasHfle  now  by  fbe  wtts*!  will.— Oow.  Rep.  T4,  9  B.  8.,  4fh  Ed.  an.  Tnaney  by 
rlKht  of  dower  1»  the  wife's  right  during  her  life  to  the  us«  of  oru  -third  of  the  husbaud's 
real  estate  from  hla  death.  It  operate*  In  favor  of  the  wife  and  not  In  faTor  of  the  hua- 
band,  ond  Is  indefMSlble  by  the  hosband^s  wUl  or  the  hoaband's  acts  while  Ifvlne,  and 
does  not  depeud  upon  the  birth  of  h  rhilil  by  the  mantaKe. 

The  order  of  dl8tri»"nioTi  of  tlip  hll^^lft^d's  personal  property  on  hb  death  Is  as  folloTvs, 
rix. :  1st,  the  widow  ul  a  family  ukes  articles  exempt  from  execution  as  hera,  also  ^150 
worth  or  propel^  besldM.  M,  she  has  en»thlrd  of  tiie  penonal  property^  abccdBtsty— 
If  there  be  no  children,  one-half,  and  If  there  be  no  parent  or  der^ccndant,  she  is  entitled, 
of  the  residue,  to  ta,OUO,  and  if  also  no  brother,  slater,  nephew,  or  niece,  all  the  residua. 
This  order  may  be  TBried  or  defeated  by  his  will. 

The  order  of  dir^trihntion  of  the  wife's  personal  property  on  her  death  without  will  la 
as  follows :  It  goes,  after  paying  her  debt<^,  to  her  husband,  if  living;  if  not,  then  lat» 
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Fi-ederick  Douglass,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  said  he  had  eeen 
two  young  wuuien  assistants  in  the  County  Clerk's  otiiee,  alao  young 
women  goiu^  into  printing-offices  to  set  type  ;  and  be  might  have 
added  the  following,  which  we  clip  from  the  27ie  Una  of  the  same 
date : 

Femalo  compositors  have  been  employed  in  the  offices  of  the  three 
Cindnnati  daily  papers  wbiob  stood  oat  against  the  demauda  of  the 
WnU)^9  Unton.  Tlw  PIttstmig  JOaily  JHtpaMk  to  atoo  set  up  ontirely  by 
funales.  The  experiment  wm  e(»nmeiieed  on  that  paper  two  montha  ago, 
and  the  proprietors  now  announce  its  entire  succofp.  The  Louisville 
Courier  announces  its  intentions  to  try  the  experiment  in  the  spring. 
Wherever  the  change  has  been  made  it  soems  to  be  completely  suocess- 
AiL'— Cbiir^  and  SngitUnr. 

ICr.  ICat  Mid:  If  a  woman  should  not  laave  her  flunUy  to  go  to  the 
Legislature,  neither  should  a  man.  The  obligation  is  mutual:  and  while 
children  require  the  care  of  both  parente,  both  should  share  the  duty, 
and  not  leave  them  from  ambitious  motives.  It  is  only  those  who  have 
wen  disehaxged  their  dntfsa  to  tiurir  luniBef  who  are  fit  to  beeome  legis- 
lators. We  are  now  i^vtog  the  nation  into  the  hands  of  hoyt  and  half- 
grown  men.  Had  we  sosh  women  as  Lnoretia  Mott  and  Angelina  Orimk6 
in  the  Legislatore,  there  woold  be  mom  wisdom  there  than  we  have  to- 


to  her  eblldNn,M  toher  Mher,  M  tohwBoOMr.MitohflreQttati^  TUs 

order  may  be  varied  or  defeated  by  ber  will.   She  may  device  it  as  she  may  please. 

His  property  befora  marriage  ooBttoijiM  liia  after  nuRiage,  aobject  to  ber  inchoate 
rights  of  dower. 

Her  property  before  marriage  ooollnneelMie  ab«olately. 

Upon  marilage  be  le  Uatile  to  eeppoit  her»  end  may  be  eompeUed  to  do  it  If  lie  prove 

refractory. 

She  ie  not  llslile  to  sappoit  Uin,  however  weiltby  She  nHj  K  er  poor  he  aM7:be, 
He  la  Usbis  to  support  the  diUdien.  She  is  not  ao  UsUe,  thoogh  posisised  of  atfl* 
Uooa. 

The  hushead  Is  the  gnaidlsa  of  the  wife,  ss  egslasl  third  peieoas.  (TSgs4B8ft.  Bst 
be  has  no  power  to  pisservt,  leltfB,  or  vegste  the  eostody  of  her  agitnsthsr  wllL 

(Page  47). 

He  may  maintain  his  action  against  third  peisons  for  enticing  her  away  or  haihorfng 

her.  But  tbla  harboring,  to  be  actlonablo,  mutt  he  mOiS  Utaa  S  BISCS  p— fam  to  iMr 
to  stay  with  each  third  person.   (4  Barb.  325). 

If  the  hoalMuid  seek  to  take  away  bia  yrttt  by  force,  it  *s  an  aaaanlt  and  hettery  upou 
her.  If  a  thIM  psnon  reslsti  niSh  fone  at  her  leqnsst  he  is  notUsUe  to  sey  action. 

(Barb.  1"^). 

The  wife  Is  not  the  husband's  guardian,  but  if  be  will  desert  her  be  may  b«  pat  nnder 
heads  ferlMrsnpport  sad  the  support  of  her  efalldrsnhyhlm.  (SBsv.  81st.,  dtfa  Ed^  ppi 

63,  54). 

The  husband  is  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  wife  contracted  before  marriajfe,  but  only 
BOW  to  the  extent  of  her  property  raeeivedhf  htm.  (T  W.  B.  9Sr,  let  Chttty  PI.,  W  to 
68,  lawn  of  1658).  And  he  is  liable  for  her  debts  contract>^<1  dnrlngiasnlSge,  If  permit* 
tsd  by  him,  or  if  for  necessaries  which  he  neglected  to  provide. 

The  wife  Is  not  liable  for  her  hesbsnd^s  debts  oontraeted  at  any  thne. 

The  law  casts  the  custody  uf  the  minor  children  upon  the  father  and  OOt  npontbe 
motber.  But  if  this  custody  Is  abused.  It  is  by  the  Court  to  the  mother. 

The  father  may  appoint  a  guardlin  fat-  US  tafltat  chUdrea.  (9  Bsv.  flist. ».  But  ths 
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day.  When  I  look  through  the  nation  and  see  the  sharnefal  luismanag-e- 
inent,  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  the  result,  in  part,  of  the  absence  of  the 
feuiinine  element  in  high  stations;  it  is  because  the  maternal  influence 
is  wanting  that  wo  ran  riot  as  we  do.  Tho  State  is  in  a  oonditltm  of 
half  ocpfaanage,  and  needs  the  care  and  gnidaaoe  of  a  mother. 

E.  A.  Hopkins,  Esq. ;  Thought  the  movement  was  not  entirely  timely, 
wise,  and  practicable,  though  parts  of  it  might  be.  He  took  up  and  an- 
swered each  of  the  questionfl  appended  to  the  call  for  the  Ck>avention. 
His  speeoh  was  AaneteiiBtio  <tf  the  lawyer,  and  tlM  flreqnent  reeaiienee 
of  the  idea,  U  U  right  hacmm  U  U  SMtoflnafy,  will  illnstsate  Its  monl 
idiaracter.  He  stated  three  StBveral  points  where  he  thooglit  woman  wae 
aggrieved  and  should  have  legislative  redress.  Oflloe  was  a  tempti^ion, 
and  he  thought  woman  was  better  off  without  it. 

Mitis  BuowN  proposed  that  the  men,  for  a  wiiile,  be  relieved  from  this 
great  erll,  and  exensed  Atom  the  burdens  of  oAoe.  If  this  neoessaiy 
du^  was  so  bardensome,  woman  shoald  be  a  helper  and  share  its  bur- 
den s  with  him.  We  are  taught  to  be  grateful  for  small  favors.  Our 
friend  has  been  giving  you  milk,  but  to  me  it  seems,  even  at  that,  diluted 
with  water.  There  is  one  law,  ''Ail  things  whatsoever  ye  woald  that 
men  shoald  do  to  yon,  do  je  even  so  to  them."  When  onr  btoOiers  aiw 
ready  to  be  paid  a  dollar  a  week  Ibr  keeping  boose  and  nursing  the  ehil- 
dien,  let  them  dietate  this  also  to  us.  We  womsn  now  oll»r  to  take  tho 


Court  will  not  «Uow  aodi  goardian  to  take  the  children  oat  of  the  State  agalnat  the 
motfaer**  win,  modi  lea*  to  Mpvmte  tbem  HAhiatly  from  the  mother  erra  though  the 

fWliir'!>  will  cnimanJ  It.    f."),  pajje  596). 

During  the  aeparaUoo  of  huaband  and  wife,  it  is  for  the  court  now  to  decide,  under 
the  drenmstuiees  of  eadi  esse,  whether  ttffaer  or  mother  haa  Mich  cuatody.  (2  B.  8 

8S0,  332). 

When  both  seek  such  cuBtody,  and  both  arR  ec|n.tlly  qualtflofj  for  it,  that  of  dauifhtpr* 
and  yooog  children  ia  usually  given  to  the  mother,  aud  that  of  ttie  soo«  to  the  father^ 
Imt  fills  Is  la  the  4lsatition  Of  the  Oowrl 

The  eernini^s  of  the  huAband  we  his.  The  csntagi  of  the  wife  are  hii^  If  She  Uw 
with  him  and  he  support  her. 

Bnt  he  can  not  eompel  her  to  woifc  for  him.  And  IT  She  separate  from  him  for  eaase» 
he  may  be    strained  for  intermeddllDg  with  her  eanifnirs. 

The  hnsband'k  ahandoonieBi  and  hia  refoaal  or  neglect  to  provide  for  her,  are  good 
mum  of  separation.  (9  R.  S.  880,  aee.  M,  sah.  8). 

Tor  the  husband'e  torts  the  wife  Ib  not  liable.  For  the  wife's  torte,  committed  by  her 
before  marriage  or  daring  marriage  the  hoaband  is  liable  Jointly  with  the  wife.  If  com- 
mfttrd  by  the  wife  and  hnsband,  or  committed  by  the  wife  in  bis  preaence  and  withoot 
ObJecUng,  the  hnshend  Is  Itebla  alone,  a  Chlttr  FL.  106,  7th  American  edlUon).  Nay, 
even  felonies  (exocptlne;  munler,  man!*lsutrhtfr,  tn^i^on,  and  robbori,),  are  excusable  in  the 
wife  if  committed  in  the  husband's  presence  and  by  his  coercion — and  such  coercion  la 
prsanmed  from  Us  presenee.  Iter  this  he  most  saflaraad  she  mast  he  spared.  <Barb. 
Crim.  Law,  247  and  848,  and  casei*  there  cited). 

In  actiona  or  lawauita  between  men  aud  women,  the  law  in  theory  claims  to  be  impar- 
tial, bnt  fa  praellee  It  has  not  been  ImpartlaL  Bellnre  a  Ooart  of  nnlc  Jndgea  or  a  Jory 
of  men  the  bias  is  in  favor  of  the  woman;  and  If  She  Is  ptesslng,  Ib  pWtSOB  SBd  BMnaSfS» 
•ocb  bias  ia  sometimes  pretty  strong. 

If  the  man  and  woman  between  whom  litigation  aiisss  sie  hnsband  and  wife,  the 
Conri  may  accord  an  allowanos  to  be  ndTaneed  by  her  bnsbead,  to  enalde  her  to  delkny 
the  eipenses  of  the  litigation. 
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burden  and  responsibility  of  governnMOt  upon  oanelves.  We  would  be 
filing  to  oave  oar  friends  for  a  tine  linooi  temptation  and  eare,  aa 
they  have  80  generously  done  by  oa;  If  we  are  to  be  eatisfied  with  things 
as  they  are,  so  should  the  slave  be.  He  should  be  grateful  for  the  care 
of  his  master,  for  according  to  the  establislied  price  paid  for  labor,  he 
does  not  earn  enough  to  take  oare  of  himself.  We  should  be  satisfied 
with  our  praeent  lieense  laws;  tiiey  are  ri^t,  Just,  and  good.  Judged  by 
our  fHflDd*s  reasoning.  H  oar  ollbr  to  tale  alone  is  not  IHced,  we  are 
ready,  then,  to  co-operate  with  man  in  tills  aeeording  to  the  original 
design  and  arrangement  of  the  Creator. 

Mr.  Hopkins  opposed  with  several  objections,  one  of  which  was,  that 
private  stations  demand  as  high  qaalilleattons,  and  more  sorely  oommand 
a  Just  reeompenee,  tfiaa  pnUie  oillees;  wtnnan  has  jet  taken  few  Joera- 
tive  private  employinents;  whj,  then*  tUl  these  are  taken,  should  she 
seek  for  pubUc  office  ? 

Frederick  Bocolass  again  raised  the  inquiry,  in  the  investment  of 
money  or  the  use  of  property,  where  there  is  Joint  ownership,  and  in  re- 
gard to  irhlsh  there  maj  be  ^Hsagreement  between  hnsband  and  wife, 
how  shali  tiie  matter  be  settled  between  ttiem  t  Law  Is  not  a  neeesdtj 
of  human  nature;  if  love  ruled,  statutes  would  be  obsolete;  genuine 
marriagee  and  harmonioas  oo-operationa  would  preyent  any  auoh  neces- 
sity. 

Miss  Bbown  proposed  to  reply  in  a  word :  Law  most  regulate  differences 
where  there  Is  not  tme  ankni,  and  as  a  hosiness  eopaitaership,  if  the 

matter  could  not  be  adjusted  between  themsslYes  to  matual  satisfaction, 
let  it  be  referred  to  a  third  person ;  where  it  is  a  property  transaction, 
let  the  usual  business  custom  be  observed;  but  if  there  be  a  difficulty  of 
a  different  nature,-  so  serious  that  the  parties,  bound  to  each  other  for 
life,  can  not  enjoy  eziatenee  together  if  they  can  not  make  each  other 
happy,  hnt  are  to  each  other  a  mutual  sooree  of  diseomfort,  why,  let 
them  separate;  let  them  not  be  divoreed,  bat  let  them  each  be  content 
to  live  alone  for  the  good  of  society. 

Mrs.  LovB,  of  Randolph,  read  an  address,  flowery  in  style,  but  full  of 
troth,  upon  the  dlsoord  that  pervades  soefad  life.  Homes  shoald  be  le- 
liumed;  from  domestio  nneongenlality  spring  the  ehief  evils  of  soeiety. 
She  advised  men  and  women  to  beware  of  inharmonious  alliances,  and 
made  a  tonchinp  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  fallen  of  her  sex. 

Mr.  Cha^ninu  said:  Whenever  he  beard  a  woman,  in  face  of  existing 
prejudices,  speak  the  simple  troth  in  regard  to  the  social  wrongs  of  her 
sisters,  a«  Mrs.  Love  had  done,  asking  no  leave  of  the  Oonvwition,  and 
making  no  apology  for  her  sineere  words,  however  they  might  startle 
false  delicacy,  he  felt  bound  as  a  man,  and  in  the  name  of  man,  to  offer 
her  the  tribute  of  his  hearty  respeet. 

Kr.  Cbanning  presented  two  forme  of  petitions — one  for  property 
nghts,  the  other  for  sofirage — whieh  were  adopted.  Ber.  Lydia  A. 
Jenkins  read  a  carefully  {prepared  address.  Emma  R.  Coe  made  a 
foil  review  of  the  kwB,  which,  at  that  early  day,  was  the  burden  of 
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almost  every  speech.  At  the  close  of  the  sixth  seflsion,  the  audi- 
ences having'  tr^'own  larger  and  larpfer,  until  the  spacious  and  l>eau- 
tiful  Corintliian  Flail  was  packed  to  it^  utmost,  tlie  O^iivention 
adjourned,  to  bo^iii  its  real  work  in  eanvassinij:  the  State  with  lectures 
and  petitions,  preparing  an  address  to  the  Legis^lature,  securiiiij  a 
heariuu',  and  holding  a  Convention  at  Albany  during  the  comiug 
session  of  that  body. 

An  appeal  *  to  the  women  of  the  State  was  at  onoe  issued,  and  all 


•  WoMAii*8  BxQBM.—OirtMlaU  Uu  AtUfoiu.— The  design  of  Um  CoDTenttoo  held  but 
week  In  Boohester,  wm  to  Mag  tho  ralijeci  of  Wonra'a  \t>gal  and  dvfl  dlMbOiUee,  in  n 
dlgnlliad  foffiD,  before  the  Legislature  of  New  Yoik.  Convinced,  as  the  Mends  of  the 
moveroent  are,  that  In  consistency  with  the  principles  of  Ropabllcanism,  females,  equally 
with  uialea,  are  enUUed  to  Fn^om,  ReprescntaUon,  and  Suffrage,  and  confident  as  they 
are  fhnt  ironwa*t  Intameo  wfll  be  found  to  be  as  refining  and  elevating  In  public  as  all 
experience  provee  It  to  be  In  private,  they  claim  that  one-half  of  the  people  und  citizens 
uf  New  York  should  no  longer  be  governed  by  the  other  half,  without  consent  asked  and 
given.  "BmeoantM  by  wlbtini  «lw>4y  in  tt»  IwaliawwM  wmgu  of  wwaon  tow, 
by  the  statntp-s  of  Nevr  York,  the  advocates  of  woman's  just  an  !  equal  right*  demand 
that  this  work  of  reform  be  carried  on,  ontlT  every  vestige  of  parUality  Is  removed.  It  is 
proposed,  In  a  eawftJly  pteparod  iddrNO  to  apedfy  tho  romolntog  legal  dteabOHtoo  from 
which  the  women  of  this  State  suffer ;  and  a  hearing  ia  asked  before  a  joint  committee  of 
both  Houses,  specially  empowered  to  revise  and  ammd  the  atatateo.  Now  Is  this  move, 
moot  right  In  principle f  li  It  wlw  III  pollcgrf  Bbonld  tho  femalw  of  Now  York  be pinced 
on  a  level  of  equality  with  mtlat  htCoiO  iho  law  ?  If  bo,  let  us  petitinn  for  importial  jus- 
tice to  Women.  In  order  to  ensure  this  eqo*l  justice  should  the  females  of  New  York, 
like  tho  males,  have  a  voice  in  appoinUng  the  law-makers  and  law-administratore  !f  If  so, 
|0t  «•  petmon  for  Woman's  rlgfat  to  Suffrage.  Filially,  what  candid  man  wUl  be  oppoMd 
to  a  reference  of  the  whole  subject  to  the  ReprcsontJitfve*  of  New  York,  whom  the  men  of 
Mew  York  themselves  elected.  Let  us  then  peUUou  fur  a  hearing  before  the  Legislature. 
A  word  BOfO,  M  to  Am  pttttloiM,  givni  below.  Thoj  an  two  la  aiiiaber ;  one  for  tho 
Juat  and  Equal  Rl^hls  of  Woman  ;  one  for  Woman's  Riifht  to  SttSngS,  It  !«  df^fi^ed 
that  they  should  be  signed  by  men  oud  women,  of  lawful  ago— that  il,  of  twenty-ono 
years  and  npwarda.  Tho  foSowlof  dlreetfoM  are  suggested:  1.  Let  persons,  ready  and 
willing,  sign  each  of  the  petitions  ;  but  lot  not  those,  who  desire  to  secure  Woman's  Just 
ond  Equal  Bights,  hesitate  to  sign  that  petition  because  they  have  doubts  ss  to  the  right 
or  expediency  of  women's  voting.  The  petitions  will  be  kept  separate,  and  offered  sepa- 
rately. AU  telr>mlndcdpaiMnB,  of  either  sex,  ought  to  aign  the  first  petltiou.  WetniBt 
that  many  thousands  are  prepared  to  plpi  the  second  alsn.  2  lu  '.UtnitAn^  aigtiatures, 
let  men  sign  in  one  column,  and  women  in  uuother  parallel  culuuiu.  6.  Let  the  name  of 
the  town  and  ooonty,  together  with  the  namber  of  algiiatiiies,  be  diatlneltyaoteied  on  tho 
petitions  before  they  nre  returned.  4.  Let  every  person,  man  or  woman,  interested  in  this 
movementi  Instantly  and  eneigeticaUy  circulate  the  petitions  In  their  respective  nelgb- 
boihoods.  We  nnst  eeod  In  the  name  of  otery  peraon  tn  Hiefllala,  who  deabes  foil 
jnstice  to  W'inian,  ?o  far  as  it  fa  possible.  Up  then,  friends,  and  be  doinfj,  to-Jny.  5.  Let 
SO  person  align  either  petition  but  once.  As  many  persons  will  ctrcoUte  petitions  in  the 
aame  town  and  eoimty,  ft  to  ImporUnt  to  gnard  against  ttito  posslbto  tfniae.  6.  Finally, 
]eteven.-  petition  be  returned  to  Rochester,  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention, 
Sudan  B.  Anthony,  on  the  first  of  Tebraiiy,  without  falL  In  behalf  of  the  Bu9iness 
Committee.  Wuxiam  Hsnbi  Cuakmiko. 

HoORiexBB,  Jke.  8, 18B8. 

Petition  fok  the  JrsT  axd  Eyrxi.  RiajiTS  or  Womes.— The  Le^^laturo  of  the  State 
of  New  York  have,  by  the  Acts  of       and  UM9,  testified  the  purpose  of  the  peopto  of  UUa 
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editors  reqnceted  to  publish  it  witii  the  forms  of  petitions.  The 
responpes  came  back  in  the  form  of  13,000  signatures  in  two  months, 
gathered  in  thirty  out  of  the  Bixtj  counties  of  the  Empire  State. 
The  lecturers  were  :  Susan  B.  Anthony,  Mary  F.  Love,  Sarah  Pellet, 
Lydia  A.  Jenkins,  and  Matilda  Joslyn  Gasre.  Over  aixty  women 
"were  engaged  in  the  work  of  circulating  the  petitions. 

Horace  Greeley,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Industry,  pub- 
liebed  in  The  New  York  Tribune  the  following  report : 

WOKAN  AKD  WOBK. 

WlMtber  women  dionld  or  should  not  be  pennitted  to  vote,  to  hold 
•  ofioe,  to  serve  on  Juries,  and  to  officiate  as  lawyers,  doctors,  or  divines, 

are  questions  about  wliich  a  diversity  of  opinions  is  likely  long  to  exist. 
Bi)t  that  the  current  rates  of  remuneration  for  woman's  work  are  entirely, 
unjustly  inadequate,  is  a  proposition  which  needs  only  to  be  considered 
to  inrare  ita  hearty  aeoeptftnee  by  every  intelligent,  Joetlee-loving  hamaa 
being.  Consider  a  few  facte: 

Every  able-bodied  man  inured  to  labor,  though  of  the  mdest  sort,  who 
steps  on  shore  in  America  from  Europe,  is  worth  a  dollar  per  day,  and 
can  readily  command  it.  Though  he  only  knows  how  to  wield  such  rude, 
damsy  implements  M  the  pM:  amd  spade,  there  aire  downs  of  places 
where  his  serrieee  am  in  request  at  a  dollar  per  day  the  year  throni^ 
and  be  can  oven  be  transported  hence  to  the  place  whore  his  services  are 
wanted,  on  the  strength  of  his  contract  to  work  and  the  credit  of  his 
future  earnings.  We  do  not  say  this  is  the  case  evefy  day  in  the  year, 
for  it  may  not  be  at  this  most  inclement  and  forbidding  season;  but  it  is 
the  general  lhet»  as  every  one  knows.  And  any  eaiefhl,  InteUigent,  rsso- 
lute  male  labwer  is  mofally  eertain  to  rise  ont  ol  the  eondltlon  of  a  mere 
shoveler,  into  a  position  where  the  woric  is  lighter  and  the  paj  better 
aft«r  a  year  or  two  of  faithful  service. 

But  the  sister  of  this  same  faithful  worker,  equally  careful,  intelligent, 
and  willing  to  do  anything  honest  and  reputable  for  a  living,  finds  no 

State  to  place  married  women  on  an  equality  with  married  men,  in  regard  to  the  holdini;, 
eonveylng,  and  deTlsing  of  real  aod  penonal  property.  We,  therefore,  the  nnderslgiied 
petitlonerH,  inhabitanU  of  the  State  of  New  Toik,  mile  and  fMDSle,  having  attained  to 
the  lepal  raajoiity,  bflJevlng  that  women,  alike  married  and  single,  do  still  sufTur  under 
many  and  grievouB  legal  dlsabliiUea,  do  eameatly  r«qaeat  the  Senate  and  Aaaembly  of  the 
Stolttof  New  Tortc  to  appotaita  Joliil  Oomnrittae  of  betti  HoesM»  to  «e»teetlie  Statutes  of 
New  York,  and  to  propose  Buch  amendments  a.«i  will  fully  establish  the  legal  equality  of 
women  with  men ;  and  we  hereby  aak  a  bearing  before  aouh  Committee  by  our  accredited 
RepieeeotatlTes. 

PBTmox  FOR  Woman's  Right  to  SurFRioB.— Wbcrr k^,  nccordlntf  to  the  Dcclara' 
tion  of  oar  NatioiMJi  Indepfflidence,  govemmenU  derive  th«ir  Joat  poweis  from  the  cooaeat 
of  fbe  goTemed,  tre  esmeaUy  rcqoeet  tbe  lAifHtiMmt  of  New  Toric  to  propoae  to  the 
peoplS  of  the  State  such  amendmenta  of  the  ConBtltattOB  of  the  State  aa  will  secure  to 
females  an  equal  right  to  the  Elective  Franchise  with  males ;  and  wa  hcrebj  aik  a  hearing 
before  the  Legislature  by  oar  accredited  Representatives. 

N.  fi.— Bdltors  throaghont  the  State  in  favor  Of  tUs  seovemsnt  SfS  WSpoetftiHy 
leqneatad  to  pahUah  this  addreee  and  the  pttttioaa. 
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such  chHneo.'!  proffi  rod  her.  No  agent  meets  her  on  the  dock  to  pereuade 
her  to  accept  a  pa-shage  to  Illinois  or  Upper  Canada,  there  to  be  employed 
on  fair  work  at  a  dollar  pur  day  and  expeotatiouti.  On  the  contrary,  etho 
may  tbink  benelf  forlnnate  if  a  week's  aearah  opena  to  her  a  plaoe  where 
bj  the  deTotion  of  all  her  waJdng  hours  the  can  earn  five  to  six  doHam 
per  month,  with  a  chance  of  \t»  increase, after  several  yean*  foithful  serr- 
ice,  to  seven  or  eight  (iollnrs  at  most. 

The  brother  is  iu  many  respects  the  equal  of  his  employer;  may  sit 
down  beside  him  at  the  hotel  where  they  both  stop  for  dinner;  ttieir 
votes  may  balanoe  eaoh  otiier  at  any  eleeticm;  the  laborer  liyes  iHth 
those  whose  company  suits  him,  and  needs  no  character  from  his  la^t 
place  to  secure  him  employment  or  a  now  job  when  he  gets  tired  of  the 
old  one.  But  the  sister  never  passes  out  of  the  atmosphere  of  caste— of 
eonsoions  and  galling  inferiority  to  those  with  whom  bar  days  most  be 
spent.  There  is  no  election  day  in  her  year,  and  but  the  ghost  of  a  Fourth 
of  July.  She  must  live  not  with  those  she  likes,  but  with  those  who  want 
her;  she  is  not  always  snfu  from  libertine  insnlt  in  what  serves  her  for  a 
home;  she  knows  no  ten-hour  rule,  and  would  not  dare  to  claim  it?  pro- 
tection if  one  were  enacted.  Though  not  a  slave  by  law,  shs  is  too  often 
as  near  it  in  praetioe  as  one  legally  flpee  ean  be. 

Now  tills  disparity  between  the  rewards  of  man's  and  woman's  labor 
at  the  base  of  the  social  edifice,  is  carried  up  to  its  very  pinnacle.  Of  a 
brother  and  sister  equally  qualified  and  etfeotive  as  teachers,  the  brother 
will  receive  twice  as  much  compensation  as  the  sister.  The  mistress  who 
eondnets  the  mral  distriet  sehool  In  summer,  usoally  reoelves  less  than 
half  the  monthly  stipend  that  her  brother  does  for  teaeMng  that  same 
school  in  winter,  when  time  and  work  are  far  less  valuable;  and  here 
tliere  can  bo  no  pretence  of  a  disparity  in  capacity  justifying  that  in 
wages.  Botwocn  male  and  female  workers  in  the  factories  and  mills,  the 
same  difference  is  enforoed. 

Who  does  not  fsel  that  this  Is  IntrlnsleaUy  wrong  f  that  the  sister 
ought  to  have  equal  (not  necessarily  identical)  opportunities  with  the 
brother — should  be  as  well  taught,  industrially  as  well  as  Intellectually, 
and  her  compensation  made  to  correspond  with  her  capacity,  upon  a 
dear  understanding  of  the  fact  that,  though  her  muscular  power  is  less 
than  his,  yet  her  dexterity  and  eelerity  of  manipulation  are  greater  t 

Where  does  the  wrong  originate  t  Suppose  that,  by  some  fnexmable 
law  in  the  spirit  of  Hindoo  caste,  it  wore  settled  that  negroes,  regardlefs 
of  personal  capacity,  could  do  nothing  for  a  living  but  black  boots,  and 
that  red-haired  men  were  allowed  to  engage  in  no  avocation  except  borse- 
eurryiug;  who  does  not  peroelve  that,  though  boot-blaoking  and  hotse- 
eunying  might  be  wetland  eheaply  done,blaek-skinned  andalsored-halred 
men  would  have  but  a  sorry  chance  for  making  a  living  ?  Who  does 
not  see  that  their  wages,  social  standing,  and  moans  of  sewiri^g  inde- 
pendence, would  bo  far  inferior  to  those  thoy  now  enjoy  ? 

The  one  great  cause,  therefore,  of  the  inadequate  compensation  and 
inferior  position  of  woman.  Is  the  nqjust  apportionment  of  avoeatlon. 
Man  has  taken  the  lion's  share  to  himself,  and  allotted  the  residue  to 
woman,  telling  her  to  take  that  and  be  eontent  with  it»  if  she  don't  want 
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to  be  regarded  nn  a  forward,  indelicate,  pre6umiug,  unwomanly  creature, 
who  is  evldeoflx  no  better  than  she  should  be.  And  woman  has  oome 
for  the  most  part  to  accept  the  lot  thus  assigned  her,  with  thankfolness, 

or,  rather,  without  thought,  just  ns  the  Mussulman's  wife  rejoices  in  her 
8en»<o  of  propriety  whicli  will  not  permit  her  to  show  her  faco  in  the 
£treet,  and  the  Brahmin  widow  immolates  herself  on  the  funeral  pyre  of 
her  hosband. 
What  is  the  appvopilate  remedy  9 

PrimRrily  and  mainly,  a  more  rational  nnd  healthful  puMir-  >;eiitiiiit  nt 
•with  repard  to  woman's  work ;  a  sentiment  which  sljuU  wflcomc  lu-r  to 
«very  employment  wherein  she  may  be  useful  and  efficient  without  noc- 
«s8arily  compromising  her  purity  or  overtasking  her  strength.  Let  her 
be  eneomafed  to  open  a  store,  to  work  a  gardm,  plant  and  tend  an 
ori  liiird,  to  leam  any  of  the  lighter  meehanical  trades,  to  study  for  a  pro- 
fession, whenever  her  circumstances  and  her  tastes  shall  render  any  of 
these  desirable.  Let  woman,  and  the  advocates  of  justice  to  women, 
encourage  and  patronize  her  in  whutovur  laudable  pursuits  she  may  thus 
undertake;  let  them  give  a  praferenee  to  dry-goods  stores  whendn  the 
olerks  are.  mainly  women ;  and  so  as  to  hotels  where  they  wait  at  table, 
meclmiiics'  shops  in  which  they  are  extensively  employed  and  fairly  paid. 
Let  the  ablest  of  the  sex  be  called  to  the  lecture-room,  to  the  temperance 
rostrum,  etc. ;  and  whenever  a  post-office  falls  vacant  and  a  deserving 
wimian  is  oompetent  to  fill  and  willing  to  take  it,  let  her  be  appointed, 
as  a  ▼ezy  faw  have  already  been.  Tbaa»  will  always  be  some  widow  of  a 
poor  clergyman,  doctor,  lawyer,  or  other  eitizens  prematurely  cut  ofl^ 
who  will  be  found  qualified  for  and  glad  to  accept  such  a  post  if  others 
will  suggest  her  name  and  procure  her  appointment.  Thus  abstracting 
more  and  more  of  the  competent  and  energetic  from  the  restricted  sphere 
wherein  they  now  stragg^  with  their  rister  for  a  meager  and  pieoailone 
aabsistoiins  the  greater  mass  of  self-subsisting  women  will  find  the  de- 
mand for  their  labor  gr?idually  increasing  and  its  recompense  propor- 
tionally enhancing.  Witli  a  larger  field  and  more  decided  usefuliies.K  will 
come  a  truer  and  deeper  respect;  and  woman,  no  longer  constrained  to 
many  for  a  position,  may  always  wait  to  many  wmihUy  and  in  obo- 
dienee  to  the  dietatee  of  rinoero  albotion.  Hence  oonstaney,  pnrity, 
mutual  respect,  a  just  independenee  and  a  littieol  happiness,  maybe 

reasonably  anticipated. 

HOKAGB  (iaSKLBY,  MauY  VauQHAN,  ABRAHAM  PrYNB, 

8AKAH  Pkllkt.  Matilda  Joslyn  (iAQs. 

ALBANY  CONVENTION. 
Fkbboaby  U  ASD  15, 1854. 

Although  the  weather  was  inclement,  a  large  audience  assembled 
in  Association  Hall  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  representing  the 
different  portions?  f)f  the  State.  Susan  B.  Anthony  called  the  Con^ 
vention  to  order  and  read  the  call,  which  had  been  written  by  Rev. 
Wm.  Ilenry  Chanuiug,  and  published  in  all  the  leading  pajpers  of 
the  State. 
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JUSTICE  TO  WOMEN — CONVENTION  AT  ALBANY,  FEB.  14  AND  15,  1854. 

The  petition  asking  for  such  amendments  in  the  Statutes  and  Con  *;titn- 
tion  of  New  York  as  will  secure  to  the  women  of  the  State  legal  equality 
with  the  men,  and  to  female*  equally  with  the  males  a  right  to  suffrage, 
will  be  presented  to  the  Lsgislatiue  aboat  the  middle  orFsbnuury.  We, 
the  Committee  appointed  at  the  Convention  held  at  Rochester  in  Decenip 
ber — by  whose  authority  these  petitions  were  issued — do  hereby  invite  all 
fellow-citizens,  of  either  sex.  who  are  in  favor  of  these  measures,  to  as- 
semble in  Couveutiou,  at  Albany,  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  February 
14th  and  ISCh. 

The  so-eaUed  "  Woman*8  Bights  Movement  ^  has  been  so  mneh  misrep- 
resented, that  it  is  desirable  to  make  the  appeal  for  justice  earnest,  impos 
ing,  and  effective,  by  showing  how  eminently  equitable  are  its  principles, 
how  wise  and  practical  are  its  measures.  Let  the  serious-minded,  gen- 
eroas,  hopefol  men  and  iromen  of  New  York  then  gather  in  oonneil,  to 
determine  whether  there  is  anything  iimtional  or  MVoloiimuuT'  in  the 
proposal  that  fathers,  brothers,  husbands,  sons,  should  treat  their  daugh- 
ters, sisters,  wives,  and  mothers  as  their  peers.  This  reform  is  designed, 
by  its  originators,  to  make  woman  womanly  in  the  highest  sense  of  that 
term— to  exalt,  not  to  degrade— to  perfect,  not  to  impair  her  refining  infla- 
enee  in  every  sphere.  The  demand  is  made  only  to  take  off  burdens,  to  r»> 
move  hindrances,  to  leave  women  free  as  men  are  free,  to  follow  conscience 
and  Judgment  in  all  scenes  of  duty.  On  what  ground — except  the  right  of 
might — do  men,  claiming  to  be  Republicans  and  Christians,  deny  to 
woman  privileges  wliiob  they  would  die  to  gain  and  keep  for  tbemselveei  i 
What  evil — what  but  good  can  eome  ftmn  enlarging  woman's  power  of 
nsefnlness  t  How  oan  sooiety  be  otherwise  than  a  gainer  by  the  Inereased 
moral  and  mental  influenco  of  one-half  of  its  Tuembors  ?  Let  these  and 
similar  questions  be  fairly,  candidly,  thoroughly  discussed  in  the  hearing 
of  the  Legislature  of  2«iew  York. 

CSome  then,  fellow-eltlsens,  to  this  Convention  prepared  to  speak,  to 
hear,  to  aot  Lney  Stdne,  Wendell  PhilUpe,  Mrs.  O.  L  H.  Blehols,  and 
other  earnest  Mends  of  the  cause  from  New  England  and  the  West,  as 
well  as  from  our  own  State,  are  to  be  with  ua  And  may  the  spirit  of 
Truth  preside  over  all. 

Elizabeth  C.  tSTANTOisr,  Samuel  J.  May,  Ekitsstinb  L.  Rose,  As- 

TOINSTTB  L.  BBOWV,  WUXIAM  HBHBT  CHASBINa.  Wu.  HAT, 

BuBBOVOHB  PBiiiiiiFS,  Lhha  Anr  Jzmim,  Simur  B.  Abthoxt. 

Those  having  petitions  in  their  hands  will  please  send  them  to  Susan 
B.  Anthony,  Rochester,  until  the  first  of  February,  after  wliioh  they  should 
be  forwarded  to  Ijdia  Mott»  Albany. 

27.  Bk— EditOES  please  eopy. 

/oiMiafy  98,1864. 

The  officers*  of  the  Conveiiti0Q  being  reported,  Mrs.  Elinbeth 


•  Pn>«{dM.— Xlinbetb  Cady  SUnton. 

Fke-iVwMMte,— B«T.  8.  J.  M^i  SnMttne  L.  Bote,  Mew  York ;  Boo.  WOlten  lisy 
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Cady  Stanton  (President)  took  the  chair,  and  after  retiiniine:  her  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  honor  conferred,  introduced  Rev.  Antoinette 
L.  l>rown,  who  read  a  series  of  resolutions : 

1.  J{esolt«i,  That  the  men  who  claim  to  be  Christian  Hcpublicana,  and  yet 
cla<-s  their  motben,  tbten,  wives,  and  daogbtat  imong  aliens,  criminAb,  idi- 
ots, aad  ndnufft,  onflt  to  be  Aair  ooeqod  dtiaem,  tiegallty  of  frtwiud  inconris- 

tuiBj  and  presiuniitioil ;  tibat  for  males  to  govern  females,  without  consent  asked 

or  granted,  is  to  perpetuate  an  aristocracy,  utterly  hostile  to  the  principlef^  and 
spirit  of  fm?  institutions ;  and  that  it  is  time  for  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  every  State  in  the  Union  to  pat  away  forever  that  remnant  of  despotism 
and  Hsndil  ollgareta  j,  tiia  casta  of  aos. 

2.  Resolved,  That  women  are  human  beings  whose  righta  correspond  with 
their  duties ;  that  they  are  endowerl  with  conscience,  rpason,  affection,  and  en- 
ergy, for  the  use  of  which  they  are  individually  responsible;  that  like  men 
they  are  bound  to  advance  the  cauae  of  truth,  justice,  and  universal  good  in  the 
socictj  and  nailoii  of  whidi  fhey  are  membera ;  tlut  in  ^aae  United  States 
women  oonstitiita  one^ialf  tbe  people;  men  constitote  fbe  other  half;  that 
women  are  no  more  free  in  honor  than  men  are  to  withhold  their  influence  and 
example  from  patriotic  and  philanthropic  movements,  and  that  men  who  deny 
women  to  be  their  peers,  and  who  shut  them  out  Irom  exercising  a  fair  share  uf 
power  in  tlie  body  politic,  ave  aitogant  nanrpcrs,  whose  only  apology  b  to  be 
Ibond  in  pnjjudioea  transmitted  from  balf-eiTiliied  and  half-ebristiaoiied  ages. 

Whereas,  The  family  is  the  nursery  of  the  State  and  tbe  Gbnrcb— the  Ck>d> 
appointed  seminary  of  the  human  race.  Therefore 

3.  Smoked,  That  tbe  family,  by  men  as  well  as  women,  should  be  held  more 
sacred  than  all  other  inatitutions ;  that  it  may  not,  without  dn,  be  shsndoned 
ot  nsgleeted  by  firtben  any  more  than  mothers,  for  tbe  sake  of  any  of  tbe  in- 
stitntiims  devised  by  men— for  the  government  of  the  State  or  the  Nation  any 
more  than  for  the  voluntary  association  of  social  reformef?. 

4.  Rtmhfd,  That  women's  duties  and  righta  as  daughters,  sisters,  wives,  and 
mothers,  are  not  bounded  within  the  circle  of  home ;  that  in  view  of  the  socred- 
ness  of  tbdr  relationa,  tbey  are  not  ftee  to  desert  tbsir  fttbera,  brotbera,  boa- 
hands,  and  sons  smidst  scenes  of  bnatneeo,  politios,  and  pleasiiie,  and  to  leave . 
them  alone  in  their  struggles  and  temptations,  but  that  as  members  of  the  hu- 
man family,  for  the  sake  of  human  advancement,  women  are  bound  as  widely 
as  possible  to  give  to  men  the  influence  of  their  aid  and  presence;  and  flnallyi 
that  nniveiaal  eKpsrienoe  attests  that  tbooe  nationa  and  aodetiea  are  most 
orderly,  high-toned«  and  lieb  in  varied  proqMrity,  wbere  women  meet  Ikeely 
intermingle  with  men  in  all  spheres  of  active  life. 

5.  HMohed,  That  the  fundamental  error  of  the  whole  structure  of  legislation 
and  custom,  whereby  women  are  practically  sustained,  even  in  this  republic,  is 
the  preposteroos  ft^on  of  law,  that  in  the  eye  of  the  law  the  hnsband  and 

Saratoga ;  WUUam  H.  Topp»  Albany  ;  I^dta  A,  JsaUns,  Gsnsva;  Ljdia  Mott,  Atbaiqr ; 

Mary  F.  Love,  Randolph. 

Biutneu  Oommittee. — Rev.  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  Sonth  Bnfler;  W.  H.  ChSBnlBg'» 
Bocbe«ter;  Mrs.  Catherine  A.  F.  Stebbins,  Mrs.  Ph(d)e  H.  JODOS,  Tny, 

Sacnterie*.— Susan  B.  Anthony,  Sarah  Pellet. 

JkoMS  OaiMilMMk— Msiy  8.  Anttnay,  Bocbesler ;  Anna  W.  Anftoay,  Oqraga. 
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vife  are  one  pereon,  that  jxjrson  being  the  husband;  that  this  falsehood  itself^ 
the  deposit  of  barbarism,  tends  perpetually  to  brutalize  the  marriage  relation  by 
Bttbjecting  witm  as  irrMpfnuible  tooto'to  tbe  capriciaiw  anftkoritjr  of  husbands; 
tbat  tbit  degradation  of  manied  women  reHMSto  inevitobty  to  defkreaa  the  oon- 
dition  of  single  women,  by  impairing  their  own  self-respect  and  man^s  respect 
for  them;  and  that  the  final  result  is  that  system  of  tutelage  miscalled  protec- 
tion, by  which  the  indu-stry  of  women  is  kept  on  half-pay,  their  affections  trifled 
with,  tiieir  eoeigies  crippled,  and  eren  th«ir  noblert  aspirations  wasted  away  in 
Tain  effortSf  eund,  and  regret. 

G.  Retohei,  That  in  consistency  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  Statntetof 
New  York,  enacted  in  1848  und  1849,  the  desigfn  of  which  was  to  secure  to  mar- 
ried women  the  entire  control  of  their  property,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature 
to  make  such  amendments  in  the  laws  of  the  ^tate  as  will  enable  married 
women  to  coodnet  bniincaa,  to  fonn  oontracia,  to  rae  and  be  ioed  in  their  own 
names — ^to  receive  and  hold  the  gains  <tf  their  industry,  and  be  liable  for  their 
own  debt?  so  far  ns  their  interests  arc  separate  from  those  of  their  husbands — to 
become  joint  nwncrp  in  the  joint  earnings  of  the  partnership,  so  far  as  tlief^  inter- 
ests are  identified— to  bear  witnesa  for  or  against  their  husbands,  and  generally 
to  be  held  reaponaible  for  thdr  own  deede. 

7.  Re»olt«dy  That  as  acquiring  property  by  all  jnat  and  landable  meana,  and 
the  holding  and  devising  of  the  same  is  a  human  right,  women  married  and 
single  are  entitled  to  this  right,  and  all  the  usages  or  laws  which  withhold  it 
from  them  are  manifestly  unjust. 

8.  Jtn^lM^  That  every  argument  in  IkTOr  <^  nnlTenal  suftage  Ihr  males  is 
equally  in  ftvor  of  uniTersal  snfflnge  for  ftmales^  and  therefbn  if  men  may 
claim  tbe  right  of  sufiage  as  necessary  to  tbe  protection  of  all  their  rights  in 
any  Government,  so  may  women  for  the  same  reason. 

9.  Keaohed^  That  if  man  as  man,  has  any  peculiar  claim  to  a  re])re$entaiion 
in  the  government,  for  himself,  woman  as  woman,  has  a  paramount  claim  to  an 
equal  representation  Ibr  benetf. 

10.  Revived,  Therefore,  that  whether  you  regard  woman  as  like  or  unlike 
man,  she  is  in  either  ca!<e  entitled  to  an  equal  Joint  participation  with  him  in 
all  civil  rights  and  duties. 

11.  ReMolwd^  That  although  men  should  grant  us  every  specific  claim,  we 
'  slwald  bold  them  aU  by  ftror  ntiier  than  right*  nnleaa  they  also  concede,  and 

we  eiereiae,  the  right  of  proteotlQg  ounelTes  by  the  eketive  franchise. 

12.  Be»0lv€d,  That  if  the  essence  of  a  trial  by  an  "impartial  jury  "  be  a  trial 
by  one's  own  equals,  then  has  never  a  woman  enjoyed  that  privilege  in  the  hour 
of  her  need  as  a  culprit.  We,  therefore,  respectfully  demand  of  our  Legislature 
that,  at  least,  the  right  of  socb  trial  by  jury  be  aoottdod  to  women  equally  with 
men-miat  women  be  eligible  to  the  jnry-boz,  whenever  one  of  their  own  sex  is 
arraigned  at  the  bar. 

13.  Retoltfd,  That  could  the  women  of  the  State  be  heard  on  this  question, 
we  fihould  fiud  the  mass  with  us;  as  the  mother's  reluctance  to  give  up  the 
guardianship  of  her  children;  the  wife's  unwillingness  to  mbmit  to  the  abuse 
•of  a  dnmken  husband,  the  general  sentiment  in  &vor  of  eqnal  property  rights, 
•and  the  thousands  of  names  in  fiiTor  of  oor  petition,  raised  with  so  fittle 
effort,  conclusively  prove. 

^^'HKl{KA8.  The  right  of  petition  is  guaranteed  to  every  member  of  this  re- 
public ;  therefore 
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14,  Eetolted,  That  It  is  the  highest  doty  of  legislators  impartially  to  investi- 
gate all  claims  for  the  radn08  of  wrong,  and  liter  end  Mnend  eocb  laws  as  pra- 
vent  the  adminittratioii  of  Juitice  sod  equal  righto  to  all. 

Bmlved,  That  all  true-hearted  men'and  women  pledge  themselves  never  to 
relinquish  their  unceasing  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  full  and  equal  rights  of  women, 
until  we  have  effaced  the  stifrnia  resting  on  this  republic,  that  while  it  theoreti- 
cally proclaims  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  deprives  one-half  of  its  members 
of  tiie  enjoyment  of  the  righto  and  piiTilegea  poaieoaed  by  the  other. 

The  ealient  points  of  tlie  qaestion  as  embodied  in  the  reeolutions 

and  the  address  were  ably  presented  by  William  Henry  Channing, 
Sanmel  J.  May,  Mrs.  Nichols,  Mrs.  Rose,  Mrs.  Love,  Miss  Brown, 
MisB  Anthony,  Mrs.  Jenkins,  Hon.  WiUiam  Hay,  and  Giles  B. 
Stebbins.  At  the  evening  session  Mrs.  Stanton  read  her  address 
prepared  for  the  Legislature,  which  Miss  Anthony  had  stereotyped 
and  published.  A  copy  was  laid  on  the  desk  of  every  legislator,  and 
-  twenty  thooaand  scattered  like  snow-flakes  over  the  State. 

• 

MRS.  Stanton's  address. 
To  the  LegUlature  qf  the  State  of  Neit  York  : 

•'The  thinking  minds  of  all  nations  call  for  chanire.  Tlie^re  is  a.  deep-lyinjj  Ptrugijle  In 
the  whole  fabric  of  society  ;  a  boundless,  ^rludiug  coIUbIol  of  the  New  wlLii  the  Old." 

The  tyrant,  Custom,  has  been  aummoned  before  the  bar  of  Common-Sense. 
Sis  majesty  no  longer  awa»  the  iikn1tltiid»--liiB  bceptre  ia  brokm^iia  erown  ia 
txamptod  in  the  doat — the  senteDoa  of  death  ia  jntmoiuioad  upon  him.  AH  na- 
tions, ranks,  and  classcH  have,  in  turn,  questioned  and  repudiated  his  authoiity; 
and  now,  that  tlie  niotist^T  is  cliained  and  caged,  timid  woman,  on  tiptoe,  comes 
to  look  him  in  the  fare,  and  to  demand  of  her  brave  sires  and  flons,  who  liave 
atmdc  stoat  blom  for  liberty,  if,  in  this  change  of  dynasty,  she,  too,  shall  find 
ieU«£  Tea,  gentlemen,  in  repnUican  America,  in  the  nineteenth  centoiy,  we, 
the  daogbters  of  the  xerolntionary  heroea  of  *76,  demand  at  yonr  handa  the  re- 
dress of  our  grievances — a  revisinn  of  your  State  Constitution — a  new  code  of 
law».  Permit  then,  as  briefly  as  possible,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  l^gal 
disabilities  uudcr  which  we  labor. 

lat  Look  at  the  poaition  of  woman  as  woman.  It  ia  not  enough  for  na  tha* 
by  your  laws  we  are  permitted  to  live  and  breathe,  to  olaim  tha  neceaiaiica  of 
life  from  our  legal  protectors— to  pay  the  penalty  of  our  crimes ;  we  demand  the 
full  recognition  of  all  our  rights  as  citizens  of  the  Empire  State.  We  are  persons ; 
native,  free-born  citizens ;  property-holders,  tax-payers ;  yet  are  we  denied  the 
exereiae  of  onr  right  to  the  etoetiTa  fifanchiae.  We  support  ourselves,  and,  in 
part,  yonr  Bchoola,  coilegeB,  chnrchea,  yonr  poor-hooaei,  Jails,  prisons,  the  amy, 
the  navy,  the  whole  machinery  of  government,  and  yet  we  have  noTOioein  yonr 
councils.  We  have  every  qualification  required  l>y  t!ie  Constitution,  necessary  to 
the  1^1  voter,  but  the  one  of  sex.  We  are  moral,  virtuous,  and  intelligent,  and 
in  all  respecta  qnite  equal  to  tho  proud  white  man  himself^  and  yet  by  your  laws 
we  are  clasaed  with  idiots,  ImiatiCB,  and  negroes ;  and  though  we  do  not  ftel 
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fhat  of  either;  for  tho  negro  can  b«  raited  to  the  dignity  of  a  voter  if  he  posseav 
himself  of  $250 ;  the  lunatic  can  yote  in  his  moments  of  sanity,  and  the  idiot, 
too,  if  he  be  a  male  one,  and  not  more  than  nine-tenths  a  fool ;  but  we,  who 
liave  guided  grett  aurfWMttti  of  duuity,  estabUtbed  missions,  edited  jonmalSy 
pnblislied  works  on  histoiy,  oeonoa^,  and  tlaliatloB;  wlio  have  govanMd  op- 
tions, led  armies,  filled  tho  ptolbiaorti  chair,  taught  philosophy  and  mathemat- 
ics to  the  savants  of  our  age,  discovered  planets,  piloted  ships  fuross  the  sea.  are 
denied  the  most  sacred  rights  of  citizens,  because,  foraooth,  we  came  not  into 
this  republic  crowned  with  the  dignity  of  manhood  1  Woman  is  theoretically 
ahsolred  from  all  aOeglaaoe  to  the  laws  of  tiio  State.  See.  1,  BUI  of  Rights, » 
R.  9.,  801,  says  that  no  authority  can,  on  any  prentence  whatever,  be  exercised 
over  the  citizon<4  nf  this  State  hot  such  as  is  or  shall  be  derived  from,  and  granted 
by  the  people  of  this  Stiite, 

Now,  gentlemen,  we  would  fain  know  by  what  authority  you  have  disfranchised 
one-half  the  people  of  tfiia  State  I  Ton  who  have  to  holdly  takoi  possessloo 
<^the  bulwarks  of  thb  zepnblic,  show  vs  your  credeatials,  and  thus  prove  your 
ezdosive  right  to  govern,  not  only  yourselves,  but  us.  Judge  IlurlVmrt,  who 
has  long  occupied  u  high  plucc  at  the  bar  in  this  State,  and  who  recently  rLtircd 
with  honor  from  the  bench  ot  tho  Supreme  Court,  in  his  profound  work  on  Hu- 
man Rights,  has  pronooneed  your  present  positf <»  laak  nsnrpaUon*  Can  H  he 
that  here,  where  we  acknowledge  no  foyal  blood,  no  apoatolie  deaoent,  that  yoo, 
who  have  declared  that  all  mm  were  created  equnl — that  governments  derive 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  oftlie  governed,  would  willingly  build  up  an 
aristocracy  that  places  the  ignorant  and  vulgar  above  the  educated  and  retiued— 
the  aUoB  and  the  ditch-digger  above  the  authors  and  poets  of  the  day— an  aria- 
toorai^  that  would  rdae  the  sona  above  the  mothem  tiiat  bore  them  t  Would 
that  the  men  who  can  sanction  a  Constitution  so  opposed  to  the  genius  of  thi» 
government,  who  can  enact  and  cxocnte  laws  so  dej^rading  to  womankind,  had 
sprung,  Minerva-like,  from  the  lirains  of  their  tathcrs,  that  tho  matrons  uf  this 
fqmbHc  need  not  blush  to  own  their  sons  1 

Woman*B  position,  under  our  free  instltutipns,  is  much  lower  than  under  the 
monarchy  of  England.  "  In  England  the  idea  ef  woman  holding  official  station 
is  not  so  strange  as  in  the  United  States.  The  Countess  of  Pembroke,  Dorset^ 
and  Montgomery  held  the  office  of  hereditary  sheriff  of  Westmoreland,  and  exer- 
cised it  in  person.  At  the  assizes  at  Appleby,  she  sat  with  the  judges  on  the 
bench.  In  a  repnted  case,  it  ia  stated  by  cooosd,  and  snhalantially  assented 
to  by  the  court,  that  a  woman  is  capable  of  serving  in  almost  all  the  offices  of 
the  kingdom,  sncli  ai>  those  of  queen,  marshal,  great  chamberLiin  and  constable 
of  England,  the  champion  of  England,  commissioner  of  sewers,  governor  of 
work-house,  sexton,  keeper  of  the  prison,  of  the  gate-house  of  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Westminster,  returning  officer  for  memben  of  Paciiament,  aod  con^ 
stable,  the  latter  of  which  is  In  aome  respects  judicial.  The  office  of  Jailor  ie 
frequently  exercised  by  a  woman. 

"  In  the  United  States  a  woman  may  administer  on  the  eflFects  of  her  deceased 
husband,  and  she  has  occasionally  held  a  subordinate  place  in  the  post-offico 
department  She  haa  therefbie  a  sort  of  post  mortem,  post-mistress  notoriety  \ 
but  with  the  exception  of  handling  letters  of  adndnistration  and  letlsn  mailed, 
aha  is  the  snbmisaiTe  creature  of  die  old  common  law."  IVva^  the  unmanled 
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woman  baa  a  right  to  the  property  she  inherits  and  the  money  she  earns, 
but  she  is  taxed  without  represuutatioix.  And  here  again  you  pUice  the 
fiefzo,  80  oojustly  degraded  hj  you,  in  »  SQ|Mrior  position  to  yonr  own 
iviT66  Mid  mothers;  for  colored  male^  if  poesessed  of  a  certain  amount  of 
property  and  certain  other  qualiflrationf,  can  vote,  but  if  thoy  do  not  have 
these  qualiflcationt*  they  are  not  subject  to  direct  taxation;  wherein  they 
have  the  advantage  of  woman,  she  being  subject  to  taxation  for  whatever 
4unoQnt  flbe  nay  poasess.  (GmsMtntlon  of  New  York,  Attiele  9;  See.  S). 
Bnt,  eaj  jon,  am  not  all  women  soflolently  iwpieieutud  bj  tbelr  USSbsant 
ilQsbands,  and  brothers  ?  Let  your  statute  books  answer  the  question. 

Again  we  demand  in  criminal  oases  that  most  sacred  of  all  rights, 
trial  by  a  Jory  of  our  own  peers.  The  establishment  of  trial  by  Jury  is  of 
4o  eaily  n  data  tiiai  tta  ItaginnSng  is  loit  in  antiquity;  Imt  the  right  of 
trial  by  ajory  of  one*a  own  pean  is  a  gteat  ptogroasive  step  of  advanced 
oivilization.  No  rank  of  men  have  ever  been  satisfied  with  being  tried 
by  jurors  higher  or  lower  in  the  civil  or  political  scale  than  themselves; 
for  jealousy  on  the  one  hand,  and  contempt  on  the  other,  has  ever  effeot- 
oally  blinded  the  eyes  of  Justioe.  Hence,  all  along  the  pages  of  history, 
wo  lind  the  Ung^  tlie  noble,  the  peasant,  the  eaidlnal,  the  priest,  the 
layman,  each  in  torn  piotsating  against  the  authority  of  the  tribunal 
before  which  they  were  summoned  to  appear.  Charles  the  First  refused 
to  recognize  the  competency  of  the  tribunal  which  condemned  him: 
for  how,  said  he,  can  subjects  judge  a  king?  The  stem  descendants  of 
onrPilgiin  mhars  reftised  to  anawor  lor  theto  erimes  beftwe  an  Kngliah 
flariiament.  For  how,  said  they,  can  a  king  judge  rebels  ?  And  shall 
woman  here  consent  to  be  tried  by  her  liege  lord,  who  has  dubbed  him- 
self law-maker,  judge,  juror,  and  sheriff  too? — whose  power,  though 
«anctioned  by  Church  and  State,  has  no  foundation  in  justice  and  equity, 
«nd  ia  *  bold  aswni>ptl«Mi  of  our  inalienable  ri^^ts.  In  Bm^and  a  Par> 
liament-loid  could  challenge  a  jury  where  a  knl^t  was  not  empanneled; 
an  alien  could  demand  a  Jury  composed  half  of  his  own  countrymen; 
or,  in  some  special  cases,  juries  were  even  constituted  entirely  of  women. 
Having  seen  that  man  fails  to  do  justioe  to  woman  in  her  best  estate,  to 
-tiia  riitnous,  the  noble,  the  tnia  of  our  sax,  dieold  we  tmat  to  hia  ten* 
der  meroiea  the  weak,  the  ignoiant,  the  momlly  Inaanef  it  Is  not  to  be 
denied  that  the  interests  of  man  and  woman  in  the  pfoaant  nndevelopad 
state  of  the  race,  and  under  the  existing  social  arrangements,  are  and 
must  be  antagonistic.  The  nobleman  can  not  make  just  laws  for  the 
peasant;  the  slaveholder  for  the  slave;  neither  can  man  make  and  exe- 
cute Jnat  laws  fbr  woman,  becanse  in  each  case,  the  <me  in  power  Hsils  to 
Apply  the  immutable  principles  of  right  to  any  grade  but  his  own. 

Shall  an  erring  woman  be  dragged  before  a  bar  of  j^rira-visaged  judge?, 
lawyers,  and  jurors,  there  to  be  grossly  questioned  iu  public  on  subjects 
which  women  scarce  breathe  in  secret  to  one  another?  Shall  the  most 
aaoed  folationa  of  life  be  called  np  and  mdely  scanned  by  men  who,  by 
their  own  admission,  are  so  coarse  that  women  could  not  meet  them  even 
At  the  polls  without  contamination  ?  and  yet  shall  she  find  thert'  no  wom- 
an's face  or  voice  to  pity  and  defend?  Shall  the  frenzied  mother,  who. 
to  save  herself  and  ohild  from  exposure  and  disgrace,  ended  the  life  that 
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had  but  just  begun,  be  dnigged  before  such  a  tribunal  to  answer  for  her 
crime  ?  How  can  man  euter  iutu  the  feelings  of  that  mother  \  How  can 
he  Judge  of  the  agonies  of  eool  that  hnpelled  her  to  eaeh  an  outeftue 
of  maternal  instlnots?  How  can  he  weigh  the  monntidn  of  aoctow  that 
crushed  that  mother's  heart  wlipn  she  wildly  tossed  her  helpless  babe 
into  the  cold  waters  of  the  midnight  sea  ?  Where  is  he  who  by  false 
vows  thus  blasted  this  trusting  woman  ?  Had  that  helpleas  ehiid  no 
eUfaiui  on  his  proteotion  t  Ah,  he  in  llcealy  abfoad  in  tlie  dignity  of 
maiDhood,  hi  the  pnlpit,  on  the  beneh,  In  the  pfoteaeof'a  cbalr.  The  fan- 
prisonment  of  his  victim  and  the  death  of  his  chUd,  detract  not  a  tithe 
from  his  standing  and  complacency.  His  peers  made  the  law,  and  shall 
law-makers  lay  nets  for  those  of  their  own  rank?  Shall  laws  which  come 
fkom  the  logioal  brain  of  man  take  eognliaaee  of  vlolenee  done  to  the 
moral  and  aflbotional  nature  iriileh  predominates,  as  is  said,  in  woman? 

Statesmen  of  New  York,  whose  daogfaters,  goaided  bj  your  aliiMtion, 
and  lapped  amidst  luxuries  which  your  indulgence  spreads,  c-are  more  for 
their  nodding  plumes  and  velvet  trains  than  for  the  statute  laws  by  which 
their  pentons  and  properties  are  held — who,  blinded  by  custom  and  prej- 
ndlee  to  the  degraded  position  iriileh  they  and  their  sisters  oeeapy  in  tlie 
civil  scale,  haughtily  claim  that  they  already  have  alltherl^ts  they  want, 
how,  think  ye,  you  would  feel  to  pee  a  daughter  summoned  for  such  a 
crime — and  remember  these  daughters  are  but  human — before  such  a 
tribunal  ?  Would  it  not,  in  that  hour,  be  some  consolation  to  see  that 
she  was  snmnmded  by  tiie  wise  and  ▼irtoons  of  her  own  sex;  by  tiiooe 
who  had  known  the  depth  of  a  mother's  love  and  the  misery  of  a  lover's 
falsehood;  to  know  that  to  these  she  could  make  her  confession,  and 
from  theiu  receive  her  sentence  ?  If  so,  then  listen  to  our  just  demands 
and  maiiti  such  a  change  in  your  laws  as  will  secure  to  every  woman  tried 
Inyoorcoorts,*  an  Impartial  Jury.  At  this  moment  among  the  hundreds  of 
women  who  are  shut  up  in  prisons  in  tiiis  State^  not  one  has  eqjoyed  that 
most  sacred  of  all  rights — that  right  which  you  WOOld  die  tO  dsfend  ftHT 
yourselves — trial  by  a  jury  of  one's  peers. 

2d.  Look  at  the  position  of  woman  as  wife.  Your  laws  relating  to  mar- 
riage—Ibnnded  as  they  are  on  the  old  common  Iftw  (rf  England,  a  com* 
ponnd  of  barbaions  nsagea,  bat  partially  modified  by  progressive  eivlli- 
zation — are  in  open  viohktion  of  oar  enlightened  ideas  of  Justice,  and  of 
the  holiest  feelings  of  our  nature.  If  you  take  the  highest  view  of  mar- 
riage, as  a  Divine  relation,  which  love  alon£  can  constitute  and  sanctify, 
then  of  oonrse  haman  legislation  can  only  recognize  it.  Men  can  neither 
bind  nor  loose  its  tiee,  for  that  prerogailve  belongs  to  God  alone,  who 
makes  man  and  woman,  and  the  laws  of  attraction  by  which  they  are 
united.  But  if  yon  regard  marriage  as  a  civil  contract,  then  let  it  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  laws  which  control  all  other  contracts.  Do  not  make  it 
a  kind  of  half-human,  half-divine  institution,  which  you  may  build  up, 
bat  can  not  regolate.  Do  not,  by  yoar  special  leglsiallon  for  this  ono 
kind  of  contnett  Involve  yonrselvss  in  the  grossest  absaidlties  and 
contradictions. 

So  long  as  by  your  laws  no  man  can  make  a  contract  for  a  horse  or 
piece  of  land  until  lie  is  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  by  which  contract 
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be  is  uot  bound  if  any  deception  has  been  practiced^  or  if  tlie  party  con- 
tmeting  has  not  fallUled  his  part  of  Om  agVMiiMiit— to  long  m  the  paitlM 
in  all  men  oItO  eontmeta  tetain  their  identltf  and  all  the  power  and  In- 

dependenoe  they  had  before  contmeting,  with  the  fall  right  to  dissolve 
all  partnerehips  and  contracts  for  any  reason,  at  the  will  and  option  of 
the  parties  themselves,  upon  what  principle  of  civil  jurisprudence  do  you 
permit  the  boy  of  fourteen  and  the  girl  of  twelve,  in  violation  of  every  nat- 
aral  law,  to  make  &  eontraot  more  momentous  in  Unportaoee  tium  any 
other,  and  then  hold  them  to  it,  come  what  may,  the  whole  of  their  nat- 
ural lives,  in  spite  of  disappointment,  docfption,  and  misery  ?  Then, 
too,  the  signing  of  this  contract  is  intitant  civil  death  to  one  of  the  parties. 
The  woman  who  but  yesterday  was  sued  on  bended  knee,  who  stood  so 
Ugh  In  tito  Male  of  being  ae  to  make  an  agreement  on  eqpml  teinu  with 
A  proud  Saaon  man,  to-day  baa  no  elvil  oletenee,  no  tooial  f^dom. 
The  wife  who  inherits  no  property  holds  about  the  same  legal  position 
that  does  the  slave  on  the  Southern  plantation.  She  can  own  nothing, 
sell  nothing.  8he  has  no  right  even  to  the  wages  she  earns;  her  person, 
her  time,  her  lervleea  are  the  property  of  another.  GOie  «an  not  teatuy, 
fat  many  eaaee,  agalnat  her  bnaband.  She  ean  get  no  ledrem  Jbr  wrongs 
in  her  own  name  in  any  court  of  j  ustice.  She  can  neither  sue  nor  be  raed. 
She  is  not  held  morally  responsible  for  any  crime  committed  in  the  pres- 
ence of  her  husband,  so  completely  is  her  very  existence  supposed  by  the 
law  to  be  merged  in  that  <tf  another.  Think  ofit;yoor  wives  may  be  thieves, 
libelersibaigiara,  ineandiariws,  and  for  erimes  like  these  they  are  not  held 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  if  they  but  commit  them  in  your  dread 
presence.  For  them,  alas  !  there  is  no  higher  law  than  tb«»  will  of  man. 
Herein  behold  the  bloated  conceit  of  these  Petruohios  of  the  law,  who 
eeon  tosay : 

**May,  look  not  lif^,  nor  stamp,  nor  stwe,  nor  ft«t, 

I  will  be  master  of  what  is  tnine  otm  ; 

She  Is  my  good*,  my  chattels  ;  she  Is  my  house, 

XybOiUMihOld  Stuff,  my  field,  my  bttm, 

My  home,  my  oz,  my  m\  my  anything ; 

And  here  she  st^tnd-*,  touch  her  whoever  dsre  ; 

in  biing  my  action  on  the  proudest  he, 

That  itoiM  my  way.  In  Fidna.*' 

How  could  man  ever  look  thus  on  woman  ?  She,  at  whose  feet  Socrates 
leaned  wisdom— she^  who  gsre  to  the  world  a  Saviour,  and  witnessed  alike 
the  adomtion  of  the  Ms^  sad  the  •goules  of  the  eross.  How  ooold  snefa  a  be- 
ing, so  blessed  and  honored,  ever  become  the  ignoble,  servile,  erfnging  slavs* 
with  whom  the  fear  of  man  could  be  parsmount  to  the  sacred  dict/itos  of  con- 
science and  the  holy  love  of  Heaven  i  By  the  common  law  of  England,  the 
spirit  of  whidi  has  been  bat  too  fUthlhlly  inoorpomted  into  our  statute  law,  a 
hvabsad  has  a  ri^t  to  whip  his  wiib  with  a  rod  not  fauger  than  his  tiramb,  to 
shut  her  up  in  a  room,  and  administer  whatever  moderate  chastisement  -iie  may 
def'm  necessary  to  insure  obedience  to  his  wishes  and  for  lier  healthful  moral 
development!  He  can  forbid  all  persons  harboring  or  trusting  her  on  his  ac- 
eornit  He  can  dsgirive  her  of  sll  social  intercourse  with  her  nearest  and  dearert 
IHends.  If  by  great  eoonomy  she  aocnmolatss  a  smsll  sun,  which  finr  Ihturs 
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need  she  depoHit,  little  by  little,  in  a  savings  bank,  the  husband  has  a  right  to 
draw  it  out,  at  his  option,  to  nae  it  as  be  piaj  Me  fit, 

^*  Hasboid  is  flotitled  to  wifM  eredit  or  busiiMM  tdeato  (wbsoofer  tiicir  to* 
termarriageinay  have  occurred) ;  and  goods  purchased  by  her  on  her  own  cndit, 
with  consent,  while  cohabiting  with  him,  can  be  seized  and  sold  in  execu- 
tion against  him  for  his  owti  debts,  and  this,  though  she  carry  on  busine^  in 
her  own  name." — 7  HowanVg  Practice  Seportt^  105,  Lovett  ogL  Bobirtrnm  ami 

**  Noktim  of  adminlitiition  shall  be  gmted  to  a  psMn  eonvioted  of  infii* 

mous  crime;  nor  to  any  one  incapable  by  law  of  making  a  contract;  nor  to  a 
person  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  unless  such  person  reside  within  this 
State ;  nor  to  any  one  who  is  under  twenty-one  years  of  age;  nor  to  any  person 
wbo  shall  be  adjudged  laoompeteat  hj  tiie  eiimigate  to  oxeeate  duties  of  sv^ 
trait,  by  reason  of  drankennMs,  improridenoe,  or  want  of  oaderstaMUttg,  nor  to 
any  inarikd  woman ;  bnt  where  a  manied  woman  is  entitled  to  administration, 
the  same  may  be  granted  to  her  hnsband  in  her  right  and  behalf" 

There  is  nothing  that  an  unruly  wile  might  do  against  which  the  hnsband 
baa  not  anfficient  protection  in  the  law.  Bot  not  so  with  the  wifti  If  ahe 
ba(ve  a  worthless  bnslwnd,  a  oonfimod  draakard,  a  ffUain,  or  a  Tagiant,be  haa 
atill  all  the  rights  of  a  man,  a  husband,  and  a  father.  TlMOgb  (he  whole  sup- 
port of  the  family  be  thrown  upon  the  wife,  if  the  wages  she  earns  be  paid  to 
her  by  her  employer,  the  husband  can  receive  them  again.  If,  by  unwearied 
industry  and  perseverance,  she  can  earn  for  herself  and  children  a  patch  of 
grmmd  and  a  abed  to  oover  them,  the  husband  «a&  strip  her  of  all  her  hard  earn- 
ings, turn  her  and  her  little  ones  out  in  the  oold  northern  blast,  take  the  clothes 
from  their  backs,  the  brea«i  from  their  mouths;  all  this  by  your  laws  may  he  do, 
and  has  he  done,  ofl  and  again,  to  aatiafy  the  rapacity  of  that  monster  in  human 
form,  the  rum-eel  ler. 

Bnt  tiie  wife  wbo  ia  ao  fiirtanata  aa  to  have  inherited  property,  has,  by  the 
new  law  in  Ibis  State,  been  redeemed  from  her  kat  conditloii.  Shaianolonger 
a  legal  nonentity.  This  property  law,  if  fairly  construed,  will  overturn  the 
whole  code  relating  to  woman  and  property.  The  right  to  property  implies  the 
light  to  buy  and  sell,  to  will  and  bequeath,  and  herein  is  the  dawning  of  a 
dvil  extatemea  tat  woman,  Air  now  the  "Hsmua  oovert"  mnatbafa  the  right  to 
malce  oontraota.  80,  get  ready,  gentlemen ;  the  little  justice  '*  will  be  ooming 
to  you  one  day,  deed  in  hand,  for  your  acknowledgment  When  he  asks  yon 
"  if  you  sign  without  fear  or  compnlnion,''  say  yes,  boldly,  as  we  do.  Then,  too, 
the  right  to  will  is  ours.  Now  what  becomes  of  the  "  tenant  for  life"  ?  Shall 
he,  the  happy  husband  of  a  mflHonaira,  who  has  Uved  in  yonder  princely  man. 
aion  In  the  midst  of  plenty  and  deganoe^  bo  eot  down  in  a  day  to  the  use  of  one- 
third  of  this  estate  and  a  few  hundred  a  year,  as  long  he  remains  her  widowert 
And  shoulil  he,  in  spite  of  this  bounty  on  celibary,  im|>ellfd  \<y  his  affpctions» 
marry  again,  choosing  for  a  wife  a  woman  as  poor  as  himself,  shall  he  V)e  thrown 
penniless  on  the  cold  world — this  child  of  fortune,  enervated  by  ease  and  luxurji 
henoelbrth  to  be  dependent  wboDyon  bb  own  rssonrosst  Poor  msnt  He 
would  be  rich,  thongh,  in  the  sympathies  <^  many  women  who  hare  passed 
through  jn9t  such  an  ordeal.  But  what  is  property  without  the  right  to  protect 
that  property  by  law  i  It  is  mockery  to  say  a  certain  estate  is  mine.  if.  without 
my  consent,  you  have  the  right  to  tax  me  when  and  how  you  please,  while  I 
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have  no  voice  in  making  ihi  tax-gatherer,  the  lejfislator,  or  the  law.  Tlie  right 
to  property  will,  of  necessitj,  compel  us  Id  due  time  to  the  exercise  of  our  right 
to  the  <ileettv»  ftaadiiae,  tad  tbeii  oAtnnllj  fbllows  the  right  to  hold  oflloe. 

8d.  Look  mtthe  position  of  woman  as  widow.  Whoierer  we  attempt  to  point 
out  the  wrongs  of  the  wife,  those  ^vhn  would  have  us  hclieve  th;tt  the  laws  can 
not  b<^  impmved,  point  us  to  the  privileges,  powers,  and  chiims  of  the  widow. 
Let  us  look  into  these  a  little.  Behold  in  yonder  bumble  house  a  married  pair, 
.  who.  ftxr  long  jean,  have  HTsd  togeHwr,  chlldloM  and  slooe.  Thoae  ftw  acrea 
of  well-tilled  land,  irifli  the  tfnall,  white  hooae  that  looka  ao  dieerftil  thnnigh 
its  Tinea  and  flowen,  attest  the  honest  thrift  and  almple  taste  of  its  owners. 
This  man  and  woman,  by  their  hard  days'  labor,  hare  mafle  this  home  their 
own.  Here  they  live  in  peace  and  plenty,  happy  in  the  hope  that  they  may 
dwell  together  securely  under  their  own  vine  and  Hg-trce  for  the  few  years  that 
venudn  to  tbea,  and  that  nnder  llie  ahadow  of  flMie  traea,  ptaated  hf  their  own 
liands,  and  in  the  midst  of  their  household  gods,  so  loved  and  ftimiliar,  they 
may  take  their  last  farewell  of  earth.  Rut.  alas  for  human  hopes  !  the  husband 
dies,  and  without  a  will,  and  the  stricken  widow,  at  one  fell  blow,  loses  the 
companion  of  her  youth,  her  house  and  home,  and  half  the  little  sum  she  had  in 
bank.  For  the  law,  wbioh  takea  no  ougidiance  of  widowa  kft  wifli  twehre 
children  and  not  one  oent,  lattaatty  apies  oat  this  widow,  takea  account  of  her 
efiects,  and  announces  to  her  the  startling  intelligence  that  but  one-third  of  the 
hnu<»p  and  lot,  and  one  half  the  personal  property,  are  hers.  The  law  has  other 
favorites  with  whom  she  most  share  the  hard-earned  savings  of  years.  In  this 
dazk  hoar  of  grief,  the  ooane  ndniooa  of  flie  law  gathir  lomid  the  widows 
hearlb-etone,  and.  In  the  name  of  Jnatfee,  ontrage  all  natoral  aenae  of  right; 
mook  at  the  sacredneea  of  human  love,  and  with  cold  familiarity  proceed  to 
place  a  moneyed  value  on  tlie  old  arm-chair,  in  which,  but  a  few  brief  hours 
since,  she  closed  the  eyes  that  had  ever  beamed  on  her  with  kindnetis  and  affec- 
tion ;  on  the  aoSemn  clock  in  the  comer,  that  told  the  hour  he  passed  away ;  on 
erery  garment  with  which  kia  ftinn  and  preaenoe  win  aaaodated,  and  on  eveiy 
article  of  ccHufort  and  convenlenee  that  tiie  hooae  contained,  even  down  to  the 
knives  and  forks  and  spoons — and  the  widow  saw  it  all — and  when  the  work 
was  done,  she  gathered  up  wliat  the  law  allowed  her  and  went  forth  to  seek 
another  home  I  This  is  the  much-talke^l-of  widow's  dower.  Behold  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  law  in  allowing  the  widow  to  retain  a  Hlh  Intereat  In  one-third 
the  landed  eatate,  and  one-half  the  personal  property  of  ha  kodiond,  and  tak- 
ing  the  lion's  share  to  itself!  Had  she  died  first,  the  house  and  land  would  all 
have  been  the  husband's  still.  No  one  would  have  dared  to  intrude  upon  the 
privacy  of  his  home,  or  to  molest  him  in  his  sacred  retreat  of  sorrow.  How.  I 
aak  you,  can  that  be  called  justice,  which  makaa  aoeh  a  dlatinotion  aa  tkia 
between  nan  and  woman  t 

By  management,  economy,  and  industry,  our  widow  is  able,  in  a  few  yean^  to 
redeem  her  house  and  home.  But  the  law  never  loses  sight  of  tlie  purse,  no 
matter  how  low  in  the  scale  of  being  its  owner  may  be.  It  scnd^  ita  officers 
round  every  year  to  gather  in  the  harvest  for  the  public  crib,  and  no  widow  who 
owna  a  piece  of  land  two  fhet  aqoare  erer  eaeapea  thia  reckoning.  Onr  widow, 
too,  who  has  now  twice  earned  her  home,  has  her  annual  tax  to  pay  also — a 
tribute  of  gratitude  that  she  is  permitted  to  breathe  the  free  air  of  this  republic, 
where  "  taxation  without  representation,''  by  sucli  worthies  as  John  Hancock 
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and  Samael  Adama,  has  been  declared  "intolerable  tjranny.'^  Haviog  glanced 
at  the  magnanimity  of  the  law  in  ita  dealings  with  the  widow,  let  ns  nee  how  the 
iniliTldiiAl  maa,  mder  tiie  infliieiioe  of  twA  tews,  dolee  out  Joatlee  to  hit  Mp- 

mate.  The  husband  haa  the  absolute  riglit  to  will  away  liis  property  as  he  may 
see  tit.  If  he  has  children,  he  can  divide  bis  property  Among  them,  leaving  his 
wife  her  third  only  of  the  landed  f'stat-,  thus  making  her  a  dependent  on  the 
bounty  of  her  own  children.  A  man  with  thirty  tboubaod  dollars  in  personal 
property,  may  1e«fe  hit  wUb  iNita  ftw  bimdred  a  year,  aa  loiig  aa  abe  remalsa  , 
hi*  widow. 

The  cases  arc  without  number  where  women,  who  have  lived  in  ease  and  ele- 
gance, at  the  death  of  their  husbands  have,  by  will,  been  reduced  to  the  bare 
necessaries  of  life.  The  man  who  leaves  his  wife  the  sole  guardian  of  his  prop- 
erty and  ddldreniaaa  eieaptioD  to  the  gaiiaralnila.  Maa  baa  erer  naaifetted 
a  wiah  tint  Ilia  world  aboald  indeed  be  *  Maak  t»  the  oompaoion  wbam  bo 
leaves  hehind  him.  The  Hindoo  makes  that  wish  a  law,  and  boma  the  widow 
on  the  funeral  pyre  of  her  husband  ;  but  the  civilized  man,  impressed  with  a  dif- 
ferent view  of  the  sacredneas  of  life,  takes  a  less  summary  mode  of  drawing  hia 
beloved  partner  after  him ;  he  doee  it  by  the  deprivatimi  and  atanration  of  the 
lleah,  and  the  hiiiiiiliatioB  and  mortlfiaalion  of  tbe  ^liit.  Id  beqneatbing  to 
the  wife  just  enough  to  keep  soul  and  body  together,  man  aeema  to  lose  sigbt 
of  tbe  fact  that  woman,  like  himself,  takes  great  pleasure  in  acts  of  benevolence 
and  charity.  It  is  but  just,  therefore,  that  she  should  have  it  in  her  power  to 
give  during  her  life,  and  to  will  away  at  her  death,  as  her  benevolence  ur  ob> 
Ugfttiona  might  prompt  her  to  da 

<fttii«  Look  at  tbe  poeitioa  of  woman  aa  mother.  There  is  no  hnmaa  lore  ao 
atrong  and  steadfast  as  that  of  the  mother  for  her  child  ;  yet  behold  how  ruthless 
are  your  laws  touching  this  most  sacred  relation.  Nature  has  clearly  made  the 
mother  tbe  guardian  of  the  child ;  but  man,  in  his  inordinate  love  of  power, 
doei  caDtiavaQy  aat  natora  and  aatore^a  bwi  at  open  duflaiwie,  Hie  ibtber 
mmy  apprentioe  hia  diild,  bind  him  out  lo  a  tiado,  without  die  motber'e  oon- 
sent — yea,  in  direct  opposition  to  her  most  eanMat  entreaties,  prayevs  and  tears. 

He  may  apprentice  his  son  to  a  gamester  or  rum-seller,  and  thus  cancel  his 
debts  of  honor.  By  the  abuse  of  this  absolute  power,  he  may  bind  his  daughter 
to  the  owner  of  a  brothel,  and,  by  the  d^radation  of  his  child,  supply  bis  daily 
wanta :  and  aoeh  tbings,  gentiemen,  bnve  been  done  in  oar  very  i^dat  Mne- 
orer,  tiie  father,  about  to  die,  may  bind  out  all  hia  cbildioo  wherever  and  to 
whoni5!nover  he  may  see  fit,  and  thus,  in  faet.  will  away  the  guardianship  of  all 
his  children  from  the  mother.  The  Revised  Statutes  of  New  York  provide  that 
"  every  father,  whether  of  full  age  or  a  minor,  of  a  child  to  be  born,  or  of  any 
Uving  child  nnder  tbe  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  nnmarried,  may  by  hia  deed 
or  laat  will,  duly  exeouted,  diapoae  of  the  ooatody  and  tuition  of  audh  ehild  dur- 
ing  its  minority,  or  for  any  less  time,  to  any  person  or  persons,  in  possession  or 
remainder.*'  2  R.  8.,  page  150,  sec.  1.  Thus,  by  your  laws,  the  child  is  the 
absolute  property  of  the  £itber,  wholly  at  his  disposal  in  hie  or  at  death. 

In  oaae  of  aeparation,  the  hiw  ^veatba  chUdran  to  ihofttlMr ;  no  matter  what 
hia  eharaeter  or  condition.  At  tbia^eiy  time  we  can  point  yon  to  noble,  Yirtoona, 
well-educated  mothers  in  this  State,  who  hure  abandoned  their  husbands  for 
their  profligacy  and  confirmerl  dfunkennp«s.  All  these  have  been  robbed  of 
their  children,  who  are  in  the  custody  of  the  husband,  under  the  care  of  his  rel- 
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ati  -e'«,  whilst  the  mothers  are  permitted  to  see  them  but  at  stated  intervals. 
But,  said  one  of  these  mutbers,  with  a  grandeur  of  attitude  and  manaer  worthy 
the  nabk*  RomaD  nMtroa  in  tbe  ptlmiMt  days  of  that  republic,  I  would  nther 
never  see  my  cliild  again,  than  be  the  medintn  to  hand  down  the  low  animal 
nature  of  its  father,  to  stamp  degradutioo  on  the  brow  of  another  innooent  being. 
It  is  enough  tliat  one  child  of  his  sliall  call  me  mother. 

If  you  are  far-sighted  ataiesmen,  and  do  wisely  judge  of  the  intereat«  of  this 
commonwealth,  you  will  ao  ahape  yoor  ftatore  lawa  as  to  enooorage  woman  to  tate 
tbe  high  moral  ground  that  the  ftitber  of  her  children  matt  be  great  and  good . 
Instead  of  your  present  Inwi*  which  make  the  mother  and  her  children  tlic 
rictims  of  vice  and  liccnao,  yon  mlfrht  rather  pi8s  laws  prohibiting  to  all  drunk- 
ards, libertines,  and  fools,  the  rights  of  husbands  and  fathers.  Do  not  the  hun- 
dreds of  laughing  idiots  that  are  crowding  into  our  asylums,  appeal  to  the  wis- 
dom of  onr  ststeamen  for  some  new  laws  on  marriage— to  the  mothers  of  this  daj 
for  a  higher,  poier  morality  7 

Again,  as  the  condition  of  tho  child  ahv:^yj^  follows  that  of  the  mother,  and  as 
by  the  sanction  of  your  laws  the  father  may  beat  the  mother,  so  may  he  the  child. 
What  mother  can  not  hear  me  witness  to  untold  sufferings  which  cruel,  vindic- 
tiT^lhtiim  have  vidted  upon  Uielr  belpleia  children  f  Who  ever  saw  a  homan 
being  that  would  not  abuse  unHmitad  power  V  Baae  and  ignoble  must  that  man 
be  who,  let  the  proYocation  be  what  it  may,  would  strike  a  woman :  but  he  who 
would  lacerate  a  trembling  child  is  unworthy  the  name  of  man.  A  mother's 
love  can  be  no  protection  to  a  child ;  she  can  not  appeal  to  you  to  save  it  from  a 
ikther^s  omdty,  for  tiie  lawa  take  no  oogninanoa  of  the  molAier^  moet  grievont 
wrongs.  Neither  at  home  nor  abroad  can  a  mother  protect  her  son.  Look  at 
the  temptations  that  surronad  the  paths  of  oar  youth  at  every  step ;  look  at  the 
gambling  and  drinking  siloon^,  the  club  roo  ns,  the  dens  of  infamy  and  abom- 
ination that  infest  all  our  Tillages  and  cities — slowly  but  surely  sapping  tbe  veiy 
fo  iiida  ions  of  all  virtue  and  strength. 

By  your  laws,  all  these  abominable  resorts  are  permitted.  It  is  folly  to  talk 
of  a  mother  mouiUUng  tiie  character  of  her  son,  when  all  mankind,  backed  np 
Dy  law  and  public  sentiment,  conspire  to  destroy  her  influence.  Hut  when 
ivoman's  moral  power  shall  speak  through  the  ballot-box,  then  shall  her  influ- 
ence be  seen  and  felt;  then,  in  our  legislative  debates,  such  questions  as  the 
canal  tolla  on  salt,  the  improvement  of  rivera  and  harfa<»8,  and  the  duma  of 
Mr.  Smitii  for  dinages  against  the  State,  would  be  secondary  to  tbe  considera- 
tion <rfthe  legal  existence  of  all  these  public  resorts,  which  lure  our  youth  on  to 
excessive  indulgence  and  destructioi. 

Many  times  and  oft  it  has  been  asked  is,  with  unaffected  seriousness,  "  What 
do  you  women  want  f  What  are  you  aiming  at  ? Many  have  manifested  a 
laudable  curicsilj  to  know  what  the  wives  and  dangfaters  eonid  complain  of  in 
republican  America,  where  their  sires  and  sons  have  so  bravely  fought  for  free- 
dom and  gloriously  secured  their  independence,  trampling  all  tyranny,  bigotry, 
and  caste  in  the  dust,  and  declaring  to  a  waiting  world  the  divine  truth  that 
all  men  are  created  equal.  What  can  womin  want  under  such  a  government  i 
Admit  a  radUcal  dtllbrenoe  in  sex,  and  you  demand  diflbrent  spheres  water  for 
fish,  and  air  for  birds. 

It  is  impoisible  to  make  the  Southern  planter  believe  that  his  slave  feels  and 
reasons  just  m  he  doea^tbat  ii^uitice  and  subjection  are  as  galling  as  to  him — 
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that  fhe  dflgndtttloii  cf  UTing  by  the  win  ni  another,  the  mere  dependent  on  his 

oqnioe,  at  the  mercy  of  his  passions,  is  as  keenly  ftflt  by  him  as  his  nuuMer*  If 
you  can  force  on  his  unwilling  vi^it^n  a  vivid  picture  of  the  negro's  wrongs,  and 
for  a  moment  touch  his  soul,  his  logic  brings  him  instant  consolation.  He  says, 
the  slave  does  not  feel  this  as  I  would.  Here,  gentlemen,  i&  our  difficulty  :  When 
we  plead  our  cnnee  befbre  the  Inw-mnkete  and  saranti  of  the  rexjublic,  they  can 
not  take  in  the  idea  that  men  and  women  are  alike;  and  lo  long  as  the  mass 
rest  in  this  delusion,  the  public  mind  will  not  be  so  much  stnrtletl  h\  the  rev- 
elations made  of  the  injustice  and  degradation  of  womaa'a  position  as  by  the 
fibct  that  she  should  at  length  wake  up  to  a  sense  of  it. 

If  you.  too,  are  thus  dfllndad,  what  avdls  It  that  we  show  by  your  statute 
booka  that  yoor  laws  ars  ni^laiit— that  wnmaa  b  the  vielim  of  avarice  and 
power  ?  What  avails  it  that  we  point  out  the  wrongs  of  woman  in  social  life; 
the  victim  of  passion  and  lust  ?  You  scorn  the  thought  that  she  has  any  natural 
love  of  iroedoui  burning  in  her  breast,  any  clear  perception  of  justice  urging  her 
on  to  demand  her  rights. 

Wonkl  to  Qod  joa  could  know  tiie  bandag  IndignaHoii  that  fiOa  womaa^ 
soul  when  she  toms  over  the  pages  of  fonr  statute  books,  and  sses  there  bow 
like  feudal  barons  you  ft-ecmen  hold  your  women.  Would  that  you  could  know 
tlie  humiliation  she  feels  for  sex.  when  she  thinks  of  all  the  beardless  boys  in 
your  law  offices,  learning  these  ideas  of  one-eide<l  justice — taking  their  Urst  les- 
sons tn  contempt  ftr  all  woaMaki]id-4Mfaig  Indoetrtaatsd  into  the  incapaeities 
of  their  motheiB,  and  the  kfdly,  abedhite  fights  of  msn  over  all  women,  chil- 
dren, and  property,  and  to  know  that  these  are  to  be  our  future  presidents, 
judges,  husbands,  and  fathers;  in  sorrow  we  exclaim,  alas!  for  that  nation 
whose  sons  bow  not  in  loyalty  to  woman.  The  mother  is  the  first  object  of  the 
child's  veneration  and  loye,  and  they  who  root  oni  this  holj  sentiment,  dream 
not  of  the  bUgbting  eflbct  it  has  on  the  boy  and  the  man.  The  impreesi<»  left 
on  law  students,  ftesh  from  your  statute  books,  is  meet  unfavorable  to  woman^s 
influence ;  hence  you  see  but  few  lawyers  chivalrous  and  high-toned  in  their 
scntimt  rits  toward  woman.  They  can  not  escape  the  legal  view  which,  by  con- 
Btaut  reading,  has  become  familiarized  to  their  minds:  ".Awiw  oovert^''^  "dow. 
cr,*'  widow's  elaima,**  **  prolsction,''  **  inoapadties,*'  **  iacnmbraaee,"  is  written 
on  the  brow  of  erery  woman  they  xoMft. 

But  if,  gentlemen,  you  take  the  ground  that  the  sexes  are  alike,  and,  there- 
lore,  you  are  our  faithful  representatives — then  why  all  these  special  laws  for 
woman  f  Would  not  one  code  answer  for  all  of  like  needs  and  wants  ?  Christ's 
golden  rale  is  better  than  all  the  special  legislation  that  the  ingenuity  of  man 
can derise:  "Do unto othets  as  you  woukl  have  othera  do  unto  yon.**  This, 
men  and  brsthxen,  is  all  m  ask  at  jour  hands.  We  ask  no  better  laws  than 
those  you  have  made  for  yourselves.  We  need  no  Other  protection  than  that 
which  your  present  laws  secure  to  you. 

In  conclusion,  then,  let  us  say,  in  behalf  of  the  women  of  this  State,  we  ask 
fer  all  that  yon  have  aeked  Ibr  youndTes  in  the  progress  of  yonr  development, 
since  the  Mayjloittr  cast  anchor  beside  Plymouth  rook;  andsimply  on  thegmUBd 
that  the  rights  of  every  human  being  are  the  same  and  identical.  You  may  say 
that  the  mass  of  the  women  of  this  State  do  not  make  the  demand;  it  oomes 
from  a  few  sour,  disappointed  old  maids  and  childless  women. 

Yon  are  mistakon ;  the  msss  speak  throngh  us.  A  very  large  majority  of  the 
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wom«n  of  thii  State  mpiMrt  fliciiiMlm  and  their  children,  and  mmy  their 

hnsbandg  ton.  into  any  village  you  please,  of  three  or  four  thousand  in- 
habitants, and  yoa  will  find  h»  many  as  fifty  men  or  more,  whose  only  busineas 
is  to  diiicuss  religion  and  politics,  as  they  watch  the  trains  come  and  go  at  the 
depot,  or  the  passage  d  *  canal  boat  throqgli  a  look;  to  laugh  at  the  vagariee 
of  eooM  dmnknn  hrotbeTf  or  tho  tngmt  of  a  moiikaj  daaeiiig  to  the  mnaie  of 
his  maater^a  organ.  All  these  are  sapported  bj  their  mothers,  wiveo,  or  siatera. 

Now,  do  you  candidly  think  these  wives  do  not  wish  to  control  the  wages  they 
earn — to  own  the  land  they  buy — the  houses  they  build !  tu  have  at  their  disposal 
their  own  children^  withont  being  subject  to  theoonstant  interference  and  tyranny 
of  an  idle,  wortUeaa  profligatet  Do  yon  aappoaa  that  any  woman  ia  snoh  a 
pattern  of  devotion  and  submiadoo  that  she  willingly  stitches  all  day  for  the 
small  sum  of  fifty  cents,  that  she  may  enjoy  the  unspeakable  privilege,  in  obe- 
dience to  your  law^i,  of  paying  ibr  her  husband's  tobacco  and  rum  ?  Think  you 
the  wife  of  the  confirmed,  beastly  drunkard  would  consent  to  share  with  him 
her  home  and  bed«  if  law  and  pablie  aeaitiment  would  releaae  ber  from  eoch  gross 
companionship 7  Verily,  not  Think  you  the  wife  with  whom  endurance  has 
ccfised  to  be  a  virtue,  who,  throu^^h  much  suffering,  hns  lost  all  faith  in  the  jus- 
tice of  both  heaven  iitul  varth,  tiikes  the  law  in  her  own  hand,  severs  the  unholy 
bond,  and  turns  her  back  forever  upon  him  whom  she  once  called  husband^ 
consents  to  the  law  liiat  in  aodi  an  honr  team  her  diild  from  her — all  that  she 
has  left  on  earth  to  lore  and  ehariah  t  The  dmnkarda*  wives  ifieak  throQghna, 
and  they  number  90,000.  Think  yon  that  the  woman  who  has  worked  hard  all 
ber  days  in  helping  her  husband  to  accumulate  a  large  property,  consents  to  the 
law  that  places  this  wholly  at  his  disposal  t  Would  not  the  mother  whose  only 
child  ia  boond  out  for  a  term  of  jcara  against  her  ezpresaed  wish,  deprive  the 
ftther  of  this  absolnto  power  if  she  oonM  t 

FW  all  those,  then,  we  speak.  If  to  this  long  list  you  add  the  laboring 
women  who  are  loudly  demanding  remuneration  for  their  unending  toil;  those 
women  who  teach  in  our  seminaries,  academies,  and  public  schools  for  a  ujistT- 
able  pittance;  the  widows  who  are  taxed  without  mercy;  the  unfortunate  ones 
in  onr  work-honses,  poor-boosea,  and  prisons ;  who  are  they  that  we  do  not  now 
represent  t  Bnt  a  small  class  of  the  fashionable  butterflies,  who,  through  tho 
short  summer  days,  seek  the  sunshine  and  the  flowers;  but  the  coo!  breejios  of 
autumn  and  the  hoary  frosts  of  winter  will  soon  chase  all  these  away ;  then  they, 
too,  will  ueefl  and  seek  protection,  and  through  other  lips  demand  in  their  turn 
jnstioe  and  eqidty  at  yonr  hands. 

The  iVieiidB  of  woman  suffrage  may  be  Siiid  to  have  fairly  held  ii 
protracted  meeting  during  the  two  following  weeks  in  Albany,  with 
hearings  before  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  leetnres  even- 
ing after  evening  in  Association  Mall,  by  Bose,  Mr.  Ohanning, 
Mr.  Phillips,  and  Miss  Brown,  culminating  in  a  discussion  by  the 
entire  press  of  the  dty  and  State ;  for  all  the  journals  bad  some- 
thing to  say  on  one  side  or  the  otiher.  Mrs.  Boee,  Mr.  Ohanning^ 
Miss  Brown,  and  seveFsl  anonjmons  writers  taUng  part  in  the  news- 
paper debate.  As  this  was  the  first  Oonvention  held  at  the  Oapito], 
it  ronsed  oonsiderable  agitation  on  every  phase  of  the  question,  not 
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only  among  the  legialaton  on  the  bills  before  them,  bat  fttnong  the 

people  throughout  the  State. 

Th»  Alteny  TremnHri  thua  mms  up  the  Woimr*B  RiORn  CoHTuniov.— 
The  meeting  last  evening  was  attended  by  the  largest  and  most  brilliant 

audience  of  the  Keries.  A  large  numbh>r  of  members  of  the  Legislature  were 
there,  and  a  fall  reprosontation  of  our  most  influential  citizens.  Indeed 
they  could  not  have  asked  for  a  more  numerous  or  talented  body  of 
hearen.  Mn.  Rote  waa  the  sole  epeaker,  owing  to  the  neeeselty  which 
had  ealled  the  otbera  away.  ....  She  waa  listened  to  with  Hie  moat  pao- 
found  attention,  and  encouraged  by  frequent  and  prolonged  applause. 

Thus  has  ended  the  first  Convention  of  women  designed  to  influence 
political  action.  On  Monday  the  6,(KK)  petitions  will  be  presented  in  the 
Legislature,  and  the  address  be  plaeed  on  the  members'  tables.  What- 
ever may  be  the  final  disposition  of  the  matter.  It  is  well  to  make  a  note 
of  \Asl\%  first  effort  to  influanoe  the  Legislature.  It  was  ori^nated  by  Miss 
Susan  B.  Anthony,  and  has  been  manat?ed  financially  by  her.  Though  a 
stranger  among^st  us,  she  has  made  the  contracts  for  the  room,  advertised 
in  the  papers,  employed  the  speakers,  published  the  address,  and  per- 
formed mQ4di  other  ardoooa  labor. 

Mrs.  Nichols,  one  of  the  speakers,  has  long  been  connected  with  the 
preps,  nnd  is  a  woman  of  no  mean  ability.  Her  mild,  beaming'  o->unte- 
nanco  and  the  affectionate  tones  of  her  voico,  dinprovo  tlmt  she  is  any  le8s 
a  woman  iluui  those  who  do  not  ''speak  in  public  on  the  stage."  Mrs. 
Love  Is  a  new  eaterer  to  publlo  Anor,  and  promisee  well  Some  have  re- 
marked that  she  la  well  named,  being  a  Love  of  a  womaa."  Mrs.  Jen- 
kins is  a  fluent  and  agreeable  speaker,  and  has  a  good  degree  of  power  in 
gwaying  an  audience.  But  Mrs.  Rose  is  the  queen  of  the  company.  On 
the  educational  question  in  particular,  she  rises  to  a  high  standard  of 
omtorioal  power.  When  speaking  of  Hangary  and  her  own  erushed  Po- 
land, she  Is  taS\  of  eloqiisiiee  and  pathos,  aad  she  has  ae  grsat  a  power 
to  chain  an  aadlenee  as  any  of  oar  best  male  speakers. 

The  Bmning  Journal  (Thurlow  Weed,  editor):  Woman's  Rights.— Mr. 
Chauning  and  Mrs.  Rose  pleaded  the  cause  of  woman's  rights  before  the 
Senate  Committee  of  bachelors  yesterday.  The  only  effect  produced  was 
A  detennlnation  more  fixed  than  ever  In  the  minds  of  the  eommlttee,  to 
rm*Un  bachelors  In  the  event  of  the  eneessa  of  the  movement.  And  who 
woold  blame  them  t 

The  same  championp,  with  others  probably,  will  speak  to  the  House 
Committee  in  the  Assembly  Chamber  this  afternoon;  and  Mr.  Channing 
and  Mrs.  Rose  make  addresses  in  Association  Hall  this  evening.  Price 
twenty-five  eents. 

Tht  Albania  BtgitUr:  Worn  m  ctb  Sbbtatb  OBaiiBBB.--The  Senate 

was  alarmed  yesterday  afternoon.  It  surrendered  to  progress.  The  Se- 
lect Committee  to  whom  the  women's  rights  petitions  had  been  n^f»^rred, 
took  their  seats  on  the  president's  platform,  looking  as  grave  as  possible. 
Never  had  Senators  Robertson,  Yost,  and  Field  been  in  such  responsible 
eireamstanees.  They  were  ealm,  bot  evidently  Islt  themselves  In  great 
periL 
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In  thti  circla  of  the  Senate,  ranged  in  Invincible  row,  sat  seven  ladies, 
from  quite  pretty  to  quite  plain. 

Ernestine  L.  liose  and  Rev.  William  Ilenrj  Channin^  presented 
the  arguments  and  appeals  to  the  Cotnmittee,  and  Mre.  Rose  invited 
them  to  ask  quedtious.    TAs  Register  concludes : 

The  Honorable  Senators  quailed  beneath  the  trial  There  was  a  terri- 
ble silence,  and  the  audience  eager  to  hear  what  the  other  ladies  had  to 
say,  WOTB  wrotehed  when  they  foond  that  the  Ckmimlttoe  had  dlently 
diwolTed— floinndemd.  Oh,  what  a  flill  waa  there,  1117  ooanteymen  1 

Tht  Albany  ArguaotUtMh  4th,eay8:  Trb  Jtmwn  OF  Worn  Dkbhtbd 

BT  Thbmsklvrs.— Miss  Anthony  and  Mrs.  Rose  before  the  House  Com- 
mittee, March  3d.  The  Committee  took  their  seats  in  the  riork's  desk, 
and  the  ladies  took  possesBion  of  the  ineanbers'  seats,  filling  the  cham- 
ber, many  members  of  the  Legislature  being  present.  Miss  Anthony  pre- 
eented  a  paper  prepared  by  Judge  William  Hay,  of  Saratoga,  asking  that 
husband  and  wUb  should  be  tenants  in  oommim  of  fnopeity  without  sur- 
vivorship, but  with  a  partition  on  the  death  of  one ;  that  a  wife  shall  be 
competent  to  discharge  trusts  and  powers  the  same  as  a  single  woman ; 
ttiat  the  statute  in  respect  to  a  married  woman's  property  descend  as 
thoos^  she  had  be«a  unmarried;  that  married  women  shall  be  entitled  to 
execute  letters  testamentary,  and  of  admlnistratikwi ;  that  manded  womm 
shall  have  power  to  make  contracts  and  transact  business  as  though  un- 
married ;  that  they  shall  be  entitled  to  their  own  earnings,  subject  to  their 
proportionable  liability  for  support  of  children ;  that  post-nuptial  acquisi- 
tions shall  belong  equally  to  husband  and  wife ;  that  married  women  shall 
stand  on  the  same  footing  with  single  women,  as  parties  or  witnesses  in 
legal  proceedings;  that  they  shall  be  solo  guardians  of  their  minor  chil- 
dren; that  the  homestead  Hhall  bo  inviolable  and  inalienable  for  widows 
and  children ;  that  the  laws  in  relation  to  divorce  shall  bo  revised,  and 
drunkenness  made  cause  for  absolute  divorce;  tliat  better  care  sliallbe 
taken  of  single  women's  property,  that  thsir  rights  may  not  be  lost 
through  ignorance,  that  the  preference  of  males  in  descent  of  real  estate 
shall  bo  abolished;  that  women  shall  exercise  "the  right  of  suffrage," 
and  be  eligible  to  all  offices,  occupations,  and  professions;  entitled  to  act 
as  jurors;  eligible  to  all  public  offices ;  that  courts  of  conciliation  shall 
be  organixed  as  peacemakers;  tiiat  a  law  shall  be  enaoted  extending 
the  masculine  designation  in  all  statutes  of  the  State  to  females. 

Mrs.  RosK  then  addreswod  the  Committee,  saying:  The  right  of  petition 
is  of  no  avail  unless  the  reform  demanded  be  candidly  considered  by  the 
legislators.  We  Judge  of  the  inteliectual  inferiority  of  our  fellow-men  by 
the  amount  cS  resistance  they  oppose  to  oppression,  and  to  some  extent 
we  judge  correctly  by  this  test  ISie  same  rule  iKdds  good  for  women; 
while  thoy  tamely  submit  to  the  many  inequalities  under  which  they  li^ 

bor,  they  scarcely  deserve  to  be  freed  from  them  These  are  not 

the  demands  of  the  moment  or  the  few ;  they  are  the  demands  of  the  age ; 
of  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  world  will  endure 
after  us,  and  ftatnra  generations  may  look  back  to  this  meeting  to  ao> 
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knoiiladge  tbat  a  great  onwwd  itop  waiiiere  takanin  theeaiiMof  hunuui 

progress. 

Mrs.  Rose  took  her  Heat  amidHt  great  applause  firom  tho  galleries  and 
lobbies.   The  Committee  adjoarned. 

AXbany  Register,  Marcb  7;  WOMAiTfl  Bubts  in  thb  Lboislaturr.— 
While  the  femhiine  propagandists  of  women's  rights  confined  tbem- 
Helves  to  the  exhibition  of  short  petticoats  and  long-legged  boots, 
aad  to  the  holding  of  Conventions,  and  speech-making  in  conoert- 
rooma,  the  people  irara  di^oted  to  be  amiued  by  them,  an  thay 
are  by  the  wit  of  the  elown  hi  the  eiroas,  or  the  pertonnaneea  of  Poneh 
and  Judy  on  fair  days,  or  the  minstrelsy  of  gentlemen  with  blackeoed 
faces,  on  banjos,  the  tambourine,  and  bones.  Bnt  the  joke  is  becoming 
stale.  People  are  getting  cloyed  with  these  perfonnanoes,  and  are  look- 
ing for  some  healthier  and  mora  intelleetoal  amasemeni.  The  IndleroBS 
ia  wearing  aanay,  and  diagnat  Is  taking  tlie  phMe  of  pleaaofabia  aenaationa, 
arising  fh)m  the  novelty  of  this  new  phase  of  hypocrisy  and  infldel  fanat- 
icism. People  are  beginning  to  inquire  how  far  public  sentiment  should 
sanction  or  tolerate  these  unsexed  women,  who  make  a  sooff  of  religion, 
who  rapodlale  ttie  Bible  and  blaspheme  €k»d;  who  would  atep  oat  fh>m 
the  trae  aphere  of  the  mother,  the  wife,  and  the  daogliter,  and  taking 
npbn  thwuselves  the  duties  and  the  business  of  men,  stalk  into  the  pub- 
lic gaze,  and  by  engaging  in  the  politics,  the  roni?h  oontroverhief!,  and 
trafficking  of  the  world,  upheave  existing  institutions,  and  overturn  all  the 
social  relations  of  life. 

It  ia  a  melaneholy  ralleetion,  that  among  oor  Ammieaa  women  who 
have  been  educated  to  better  things,  there  ahonld  be  found  any  who  are 
willing  to  follow  the  lead  of  such  foreign  propagandists  as  the  ringleted, 
glove-handed  exotic,  flrnestine  Tj.  Rose.  We  can  understand  how  such 
men  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  May,  or  the  sleek-headed  Dr.  Cbanning  may  be  de- 
luded by  lier  to  beeomtng  her  diaeiplea.  They  are  not  the  flrat  inataneaa 
of  infatuation  that  may  overtake  weak-minded  men,  if  they  are  boneat  in 
their  devotion  to  her  and  her  doctrines.  Nor  would  they  be  the  first  •-\ 
amples  of  a  low  ambition  that  seeks  notoriety  as  a  substitute  for  truo 
fame,  if  they  are  dishonest.  Such  men  there  are  always,  and  honest  or 
diahoneat,  their  tme  poaition  ia  that  of  being  tied  to  the  i^mm-eMnga  of 
aome  **  ataong-minded  woman."  and  to  be  exhibited  aa  rare  apeeimena  of 
human  wickedness,  or  human  weakness  and  folly.  But,  that  one  educi^ 
ted  American  woman  should  become  her  disciple  and  follow  her  infidel 
and  insane  teachings,  is  a  marveL 

Bmeallae  L.  Boae  eame  to  thla  eoontry,  as  alie  aays,  from  Poland, 
wfaeneeahewaaeompelledtollyinpaiaattof  fireedom.  Seeing  her  eonvM 
herai  we  ean  well  imagine  this  to  be  tme.  In  no  other  country  in  the 
world,  save  possibly  one,  would  her  infldel  propagandism  and  preachings 
in  regard  to  the  social  relations  of  life  be  tolerated.  She  would  be  pro- 
hibited by  the  powers  of  government  from  her  eilbita  to  obliterate  from 
the  world  the  religion  of  the  Croae-^  baaiah  the  Bible  aa  a  text-book  of 
feitb,  and  to  overtam  social  institutions  that  have  existed  through  all 
politioal  and  governmental  revolntiona  beom.  the  remotest  time.  Tlie 
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strong  hand  of  the  law  would  be  laid  upon  her,  and  she  would  be  com- 
pelled back  to  her  woman's  ephere.  But  in  this  oouDtry,  such  m  the  free- 
our  iikrtllattoiui,aiid  we  rejoioetlMt  It  dioaldiM  ao,  thit  bIw,  and 
aaeb  as  ab«»  eaa  t^re  their  genlas  for  intrigue  faSL  sway.  Tliey  oaa  exhibit 
their  flowing  ringlets  and  beaotifal  hands,  their  winning  smiles  and  charm- 
ing stage  attitudes  to  admiring  audiences,  who,  while  they  are  willing  to 
be  amused,  uro  in  the  main  safe  from  their  corrupting  theories  and 
demoralizing  propagandiam. 

The  lawa  and  the  theory  of  onr  govenunent  anppoae  tiiat  the  people 
are  capable  of  taking  care  of  themselvea,  and  hence  need  no  protection 
against  the  wiles  of  domestic  or  foreign  mountebanka,  whether  in  petti- 
coats or  in  breeches  and  bot)t«.  But  it  never  wa,s  contemplated  that 
these  exotic  agitators  would  come  up  to  our  legitdatorn  and  abk  for  the 
paaaage  of  lawa  upholding  and  aaaetioning  th^  wild  and  Iboliah  doe- 
trines.  That  was  a  atretch  of  folly,  a  flight  of  impudence  which  was 
hardly  regarded  as  possible.  It  was  to  be  imagined,  of  course,  that  they 
would  pnlist  as  their  followers,  here  and  there  one  among  the  restless  old 
maidis  and  visionary  wives  who  chanced  to  be  unevenly  tempered,  as  well 
aa  unevenly  yoked.  It  was  alao  to  be  aaanmed,  as  within  the  range  of 
poadbiUty,  that  they  mifi^t  bring  within  the  ephere  of  thehr  attmetlona, 
weak-minded,  re.^tless  men,  who  think  in  their  vanity  that  they  have  been 
mfirkod  out  for  great  things,  and  failed  to  be  appreciated  by  the  world, 
men  who  comb  their  hair  smoothly  back,  and  with  fingers  locked  across 
their  atonuMba,  speak  in  a  aoffc  voiee,  and  with  iq^tomed  eyea.  But  no 
man  anppoaed  they  would  abandon  thair  "pziyate  theatiieala  "  and  walk 
up  to  the  Capitol,  and  insist  that  the  perfonnanoas  ahaO  be  held  in  legia- 
lative  halls.    And  yet  so  ir  is. 

This  Mrs.  Ernestine  L.  Kose,  with  a  train  of  followers,  like  a  great  kite 
with  a  very  long  tail,  has,  for  a  week,  been  amusing  Senatorial  and  As- 
sembly Commltteee,  with  her  wonian*a  righte  peifonnancea,  free  ci  oharge* 
unless  the  waste  of  time  that  might  be  better  employed  in  the  neceaaary 
and  le^ntinmte  business  of  logiblation,  may  bo  regarded  a.s  a  charge.  Those 
committees  have  sat  for  hours,  grave  and  solemn  as  owls,  listening  to  the 
outpourings  of  fanaticism  and  folly  of  this  Polibh  propagandist,  Mrs.  Er- 
neatine  L.  Boae,  and  her  followexa  in  pantaleta  and  abort  gowna.  The 
people  outside,  and  especially  those  interested  in  the  progress  of  legisla- 
tion, are  beginning  to  ask  one  another  how  long  this  farce  is  to  continue. 
How  long  this  most  egregious  and  ridiculous  humbug  is  to  be  permitted 
to  obstruct  the  progress  of  business  before  the  Committees  and  the 
Houaea,  and  whether  Iba.  Bmeetine  L.  Roee  and  her  followera  ou^t  not 
to  be  aatiafled  with  the  notoriety  they  have  already  attained.  The  great 
body  of  the  people  regard  Mrs.  Rose  and  her  followers  as  making  them- 
selves simply  ridiculous,  and  there  is  some  danger  that  theae  legialatiTe 
committees  will  make  themselves  so  too. 

Lbctukb  of  thb  Bbv.  Astoinkttb  L.  Bbowbt. — ^It  win  be  aeen  the  Ber. 
Antoinette  L.  Brown  delivera  a  leetnre  at  Aaaoolatlon  Hall  to-morrow 
evening.  It  has  been  said  that  we  have  done  the  women's  rights  people 
injustice  in  charging  upon  them  the  infidelity  of  Mrs.  Ernestine  L.  Rose. 
If  we  have  done  them  injustice  in  this  matter  it  is  but  right  that  we  should 
89 
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nuhke  amends  by  calling  attention  to  the  lecture  of  Miss  Brown,  which, 
M  we  vndersUad,  will  embvMe  the  Bible  asgoment  in  flrnw  of  the  meee* 
nree  whioh  they  advooefte.  Mise  Btown  ip  a  talented  woman,  and  we  have 
no  donbt  an  ezemplaiy  Ohiistian. 

IbrtSe  ARkshv  JMlif  State  JC^gttUr. 
W01tiLN*S  BIGHTS. 

Mr.  Editor: — In  your  paper  of  Monday  the  Gthinst.,  I  perceive  you  pass 
Jadgment  upon  the  woman's  rights  eanee,  npon  thoee  engaged  in  it,  and 
partienUurly  upon  m7Belf-~how  jaetly,  I  leave  to  year  eonscienoe  to  deeide* 

Every  one  who  ever  advanced  a  new  idea,  no  matter  how  great  and 
noblo,  has  been  subjected  to  critipisin.  and  therefore  wo  too  must  expect 
it.  And,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  critic,  will  be  the  criticism. 
Whether  dietated  by  the  spirit  of  Jnstitoe,  kindness,  gentleness,  and 
ehari^,  or  by  injastioe,  maliee,  mdeness,  and  int<derance,  it  is  atiUl  an 
index  of  the  man.  But  It  is  quite  certain  that  no  true  sonl  will  ever  be 
deterred  from  the  performance  of  a  duty  by  any  criticism. 

But  there  is  one  thing  which  I  think  even  editors  have  no  right  to  do, 
namely:  to  state  a  positlTe  Adeehood,  or  even  to  imply  one,  for  the  par* 
pose  <^  injnring  another.  And,  as  the  spirit  of  eharity  indnees  me  to  be* 
lieve  that  in  your  case  it  was  done  more  from  a  misunderstanding  than 
positive  malice,  therefore  I  claim  at  your  hands  the  Jostioe  to  give  this 
letter  a  place  in  your  paper. 

In  the  article  alluded  to,  you  say:  "Ernestine  L.  Rose  came  to  this 
eountry,  as  she  says,  from  Poland,  whenee  she  was  eompelled  to  Hy  in 
pursuit  of  freedom.'^  It  is  true  that  I  eame  from  Poland;  bat  it  is  iUse 
that  I  wft.s  fotnpelled  to  fly  from  my  country,  except  by  the  compulsion,  or 
dietntf's  of  the;  same  spirit  of  " propagandism,"  that  induced  so  many  of 
my  uuble  countrymen  to  shed  their  blood  in  the  defence  of  the  rights  of 
tills  ooontry,  and  the  rights  of  man,  wherever  he  straggles  far  fireedom. 
Bat  I  have  no  desire  to  dalm  martyrdom  which  does  not  belong  to  me. 
I  left  my  country,  not  flying,  but  deliberately.  I  chose  to  make  this 
country  my  home,  in  preference  to  any  other,  because  if  you  carried  out 
the  theories  you  profess,  it  would  indeed  be  the  noblest  country  on  earth. 
And  as  my  eoontrymen  so  nobly  aided  in  the  physieal  struggle  for  Frse* 
dom  and  Lidependenee,  I  felt,  and  still  feel  it  eqaidly  my  duty  to  use  my 
humble  abilities  to  the  uttermost  in  my  power,  to  aid  in  the  great  moral 
struggle  for  human  rights  and  human  freedom. 

Hoping  tliat  you  will  aoede  to  my  (I  tliink)  just  claim  to  give  this  a 
place  in  your  paper, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Nbw  Tobk,  Mar,  7, 18S4.  EBSBSnn  L.  Boss. 

WnjjAH  Hbnbt  GHAmnHG  aaks  the  foUowing  queetioDB  in  the 

ASfamj  Evening  Jowmdl : 

woman's  BIGI1T8. 

A  lady  actively  and  prominently  connected  with  the  movement  which 
is  expected  to  secure  "Justice  to  woman,"  personally  requested  us  to  pub- 
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lldi  the  following  eominiiiileatiaii.  It  Is  proper  to  atate  that  it  ia 
written  in  leply  to  an  artiole  of  one  of  oar  morning  oontemporarlee,  pub- 
lished a  day  or  two  ago: 

"  Let  UB  take  it  for  granted  that  your  pop-irun  of  pleasantry  has  killed 
off  the  six  thousand  'strong-minded'  women  and  '  weuk-minded '  men 
who  signed  the  petitions  to  the  Legislature  Ibr  Justiee  to  Woman.  And 
thus  having  disposed  of  personalities,  wiH  yon  be  pleased  to  pass  on  to  a 
discussion  of  the  following  questions: 

"1.  Are  women,  in  Now  York,  porsonf,  people,  citizens,  members  of  the 
State  ?  If  they  are  not,  then  why  are  they  numbered  in  the  census,  taxed 
by  a^ijessors,  and  subjected  to  legal  penalties  ?  If  they  are,  then  why 
is  anthority  ezereised  over  them  without  their  eonsent  asked  w  granted  t 

"t.  If  among  the  male  half  of  the  people,  only  criminals,  aUens.  and 
minors  are  excluded  from  tho  right  of  suffrage  are  all  women  excludod 
from  exercising  this  right,  on  the  ground  of  oriminalityi  idiocy,  foreiga 
Associations,  or  iuiantile  imbecility  ? 

"  8b  If  tiie  mothers,  sisters,  wives,  and  daughters  of  New  Toric  are  the 
peers  and  equals  of  their  fathers,  broikhen,  husbands,  andsons,why  siionld 
they  not  enjoy  all  civil  and  political  ri^ts  equally  with  them  ?  If  they 
are,  on  the  contr.;ry,  an  inferior  caste,  how  can  a  jury  of  men  thus  avow- 
edly superior,  be  regarded  as  peers  and  equals  of  any  woman  whom 
they  are  summoned  to  try  ! 

*'4.  Would  the  editor  of  The  BegUUr  consider  himself  Justly  treated  if 
he  would  someday  find  himself  governed  by  women,  without  his  consent, 
taxed  by  women  without  power  of  voting  for  his  representative,  tried  by 
A  jury  of  women  under  laws  made  and  administfrod  by  women  ? 

"  5.  If  prosecuted  under  the  law  of  libel  before  a  court  of  women  for 
bis  late  remarks,  does  he  think  he  would  get  his  deserts  t 

"Faib  Plat." 

Knickeihorker,  Albany,  March  S,  1S54:  (ioi.vo  IT  BLIND. — The  editor  of 
The  State  Register  is  going  it  bUnd  on  woman's  rights  matters.  He  was 
out  on  Monday  with  a  half  oolumn  leader  timt  touched  everything  ezoept 
the  matter  in  dispute.  We  quote  a  pacagiaph : 

"People  are  beginning  to  inquire  how  far  public  sentiment  should  sanc- 
tion or  tolerate  these  unsoxod  women,  who  make  a  scoff  at  religion,  who 
repudiate  the  Bible,  and  blaspheme  God ;  who  would  step  oat  from  the 
true  sphere  of  the  mother,  the  wife,  and  the  daughter,  and  take  upon 
themselves  the  duties  and  the  business  of  men ;  stalk  into  lAie  pnblle  gaae, 
and  by  engaging  in  the  politics,  the  rough  oontKrrsrsIes,  and  trafficking  of 
the  world,  upheave  existing  instituti<m8,  and  overtom  all  the  social 
relations  of  life.'* 

The  Regieter  either  misunderstands  matters,  or  else  willfully  misrepre- 
sents  them.  The  leading  women  connected  with  this  new  movement  do 
not  sooff  at  religion,  repudiate  the  Bible,  nor  blaspheme  God.  Mrs.  Stan- 
ton and  Miss  Brown  are  no  more  opposed  to  God  and  religion  than  the 
editor  of  The  Register  is.  They  are  educated,  Christian  women,  and  would 
no  sooner  "  overturn  society  "  than  they  would  bear  false  witness  against 
their  neighbors.  Before  29ke  RegUter  again  attaeks  the  luftnms  proposed 
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by  the  Woman's  Rights  Conventions,  It  should  become  acquainted  with 
them.  Going  it  blind,"  not  only  exposes  one's  prejudices,  but  ignorance. 
Many  of  the  innovations  proposed  by  Mrs.  Stanton  are  such  as  every 
ooamMHi'MDBe  nuub  would  mt  ahonld  vote  for.  We  vamak  thoM  Impiove- 
mento  whiefa  tba  would  hAve  made  in  the  ilgbtB  of  piopertjaiid  the  eaio 
of  children.  There  are  other  propositions  in  herplatfonn  which  we  should 
dissent  from.  The  Stat  Re(/ inter  may  do  the  same.  All  the  "Woman's 
Rights  women  claim  is  fair  play  and  truthful  criticism.  They  object, 
however,  to  any  misstatementa.  They  are  willing  to  fall  before  troth, 
bat  not  before  detnwtlon.  The  StaU  BtgUiw  will  pleaee  notloe  and  aot 
Moordingly. 

Mrs.  Stanton's  address  to  tlie  Legislature  was  laid  upon  the  mem- 
bers' (le>ks  Monday  morning,  Feb.  20,  1854:.  When  the  order  of 
petitions  waB  reached,  Mr.  D.  P.  Wood,  of  Onondaga,  presented 
in  the  Assembly  a  petition  signed  by  5,931  men  and  women,  pray- 
ing for  the  just  and  equal  rights  of  women,  which,  after  a  epicy 
debate,  was  referred  to  the  following  Select  Committee:  James 
L.  Angle,  of  Monroe  Oo. ;  George  W.  Thorn,  of  Washington  Co. ; 
Derrick  L.  Boardman,  of  Oneida  Co. ;  George  H.  Kichards,  ol  New 
York ;  James  M.  Hnnro,  ol  Onondaga ;  Wesley  Gleason,  of  Fulton ; 
Alexander  P.  Sharpe,  of  New  York. 

In  the  Senate,  on  tiie  same  day,  Mr.  Bichards,  of  Warren  County, 
presented  a  petition  signed  by  4,164  men  and  women,  praying  for 
the  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage  to  women,  and  on  his  motion  it 
was  referred  to  tlie  following  Select  Committee :  George  Yost,  of 
Montgomery  Co. ;  Ben.  Field,  of  Orleans  Co. ;  W.  H.  Eobertson, 
of  Westchester  Co. 

We  give  the  report  of  the  presentation  and  discut^sion  of  the  peti- 
tions from  jTAtf  AJJlumy  Ev&nmg  Jowmal  of  Feb.  20,  1854 : 

WOMJlK's  BIGHm 

AssBXBLT,  Mondayf  MnMNy  SO,  1864. 

Hr.  D.  P.  Wood:  I  am  requested  by  a  Committee  of  the  Woman's 

Rights  Convention  recently  assembled  in  this  city,  to  present  to  this 
body  their  address,  together  with  a  petition  signed  by  r),93l  men  and 
women,  asking  that  certain  withheld  rights  shall  be  granted  to  the 
women  of  the  State.  I  ask  the  reference  of  these  two  doonments  to  a  Seleot 
Committee  of  seven;  and  in  making  this  motion,  t  wish  the  Speaker  to 
waive  tlie  eoortesy  which  would  require  him,  under  ordinary  circnm- 
stancofl,  to  place  me  at  the  head  of  this  Committee.  I  am  already  on 
several  Committees  which  are  pressed  with  business,  and  I  would  not, 
in  my  present  state  of  health,  be  able  to  give  the  subject  that  careful 
eonsidention  whioh  the  importanoa  requires.  I  am  satisHed,  sir,  that 
these  ladies  an  entitled  to  some  relief.  They  think  so,  and  they  say  so^ 
in  langnage  equally  eloquent  and  improssiTe. 
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Mr.  BuRNBTT:  I  hope  the  House  will  not  act  at  all  on  this  subject 
without  due  consideration.  I  hope  before  even  this  motion  is  put,  gen- 
tlemen will  be  allowed  to  reflect  upon  the  important  question  whether 
thomr  iadiiidiMlt  dMsnra  any  oonsldemtioik  at  the  hands  of  the  Legfaria- 
tove.  Whatever  maj  be  their  {ureteaatoiiB  or  their  sincerity,  they  do  not 
appear  to  be  satisfied  with  having  unsexed  themnelvos,  but  they  desire 
to  unsex  every  female  in  the  land,  and  to  set  thn  whole  community 
ablaze  with  unhallowed  fire.  I  tmst,  air,  the  House  may  deliberate  be- 
ftne  we  mxttm  them  to  east  fhla  flrebnuod  into  oar  midst  (Here  was 
beard  a**  hies  "from  some  part  ^  the  ehamher).  True,  as  yet,  there  Is 
nothing  frtWirfally  before  us,  but  It  Is  well  known  that  the  object  of  these 
unsexed  women  is  to  overthrow  the  most  Sacred  of  our  institutions,  to 
set  at  defiance  the  Divine  law  which  declares  man  and  wife  to  be  one, 
and  establish  on  its  ruins  what  will  be  in  U»t  and  in  prlne^le  but  a 
spedee  of  legalised  adultery:  That  this  Is  their  real  objeet,  bowever  they 
may  attempt  to  disguise  it,  is  well  known  to  every  one  who  has  looked, 
not  perhaps  at  the  intentions  of  all  who  take  part  in  it,  but  at  the  praotieal 
and  inevitable  result  of  the  movement. 

It  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  duty,  a  duty  to  ouraelves,  to  our  oon- 
sdeneee,  to  onr  oonstitnents,  and  to  Sod,  who  is  the  sooree  of  all  law 
and  of  an  obligations,  to  lefleet  loag  and  deliberatively  before  we  shall 
even  seem  to  countenance  a  movement  so  unholy  as  thin.  Tho  Spartan 
mothers  asked  no  such  immunities  as  are  asked  for  by  the.so  women. 
The  Ho  man  mothers  were  content  to  occupy  their  legitimate  spheres; 
and  oar  own  mothers,  who  possessed  mors  than  Spartan  or  Roman  virtue, 
asked  for  no  r^padiatton  of  the  duties,  obligations,  or  saered  relations  of 
the  marital  rite. 

Are  we,  sir,  to  give  the  least  countenance  to  claims  so  preposterous, 
di^^racefal,  and  criminal  aa  are  embodied  in  this  address  !  Are  we  to 
pot  the  stamp  of  troth  upon  the  libel  here  set  forth,  that  men  and  wom- 
en, in  the  matrimonial  relation,  are  to  be  equal  ff  We  know  that  God  ere- 
ated  man  as  the  representative  of  the  raoe;  that  after  his  eroation,  his 
Creator  took  from  his  side  the  material  for  woman's  creation ;  and  that, 
by  the  institution  of  matrimony,  woman  was  restored  to  the  side  of  man, 
and  became  one  flesh  and  one  being,  he  being  the  head.  But  this  law 
ei  Ood  and  erealion  Is  spumed  by  these  women  who  present  themselyes 
here  as  the  e^Mneats  of  the  wishes  €»f  our  mothers,  wives,  and  daughters. 
They  ask  no  such  exponents,  and  they  repel  their  Riicrilej^ious  doctrines. 

But  again,  sir,  our  old  views  of  matrimony  were,  that  it  wa«  a  holy  rite, 
having  holy  relations  based  ou  mucuai  love  and  confldence;  and  that 
lAUe  woman  gave  herself  up  to  man,  to  his  eare^  proteetion,  and  love, 
man  also  surrendered  something  in  ezehange  for  this  coofldence  and 
love.  He  placed  his  happiness  and  his  honor,  all  that  belongs  to  him  of 
human  hopes  and  of  human  happiness,  in  tho  keeping  of  the  being  he 
received  in  the  sacred  relationship  of  wife.  I  say,  sir,  that  this  ordinance, 
■oqgfat  to  be  ptaotleally  overthrown  by  these  persons,  was  established  by 
Qod  Hfaasslf ;  and  was  based  on  the  mutual  love  and  eonfldenee  of  hus- 
band and  wife.  But  we  are  now  asked  to  have  this  ordinance  based  on 
Jealoasy  and  distrost}  and,  as  in  Italy,  so  in  this  ooantry,  should  this 
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mSflohiovoQS  scheme  be  osnied  oat  to  Ita  legitimate  remits,  we,  instead 

orr<  po<iiig  safe  confldonce  against  assaults  apon  our  honor  intiM 
and  affection  of  our  wives,  shall  find  onrselve*  obliged  to  close  the  ap- 
proaches to  those  assaults  by  the  padlock.   (The  "hiss"  was  here  re- 
peated). 

Ur.Ii08lBB;  Mr.8p«a]ur,«wleeIha7e]MaidaliiHfrom  thslob^^^  I 
piotoet  against  the  totoratlon  of  such  an  insatt  to  Mtf  member  of  tiiis 

House,  and  call  for  proper  action  in  view  of  it. 

The  Spkakkk:  The  chair  observed  the  interruption,  and  was  endeavor- 
ing to  discover  its  source,  but  has  been  unable  to  do  so.  If,  however. 
Its  Mitfaor  een  be  leeognized,  the  ehair  will  immedletelf  order  tbe  penon 
to  the  bar  of  tbe  Hoaee.  • 

Mr  BuRXKTT:  I  have  oothing  further.  The  leading  features  of  this 
addre.sH  are  well  known;  and  I  do  not  wish  at  present  to  further  enter 
upon  the  argument  of  its  character.  I  merely  wish  that  members  be 
aftnded  time  Ibr  eonsideratioa.  I  therefore  move  to  lay  the  pending 
motioo  OD  the  table. 

D.  P.  Wood  :  I  am  surprised  that  the  gentleman  from  Essex,  who  pro- 
feppes  to  desire  li^ht,  and  to  afford  members  time  for  examination,  should 
make  a  motion  which,  if  carried,  will  preclude  light  and  prevent  exam- 
ination. The  gentleman  sees  dt  to  regard  the  memorial  of  these  C,(XK) 
men  and  women  «a  a  flrebfaad.  I  do  not  believe  ttie  ladies  who  pre- 
sented it  intended  it  as  sneh;  end  tifeej  wUi  be  soipiised  to  learn  that  a 
gentleman  of  his  age  and  experience  shonld  have  taken  fire  from  vt. 
Their  requests  are  simple.  They  ask  for  "justice  and  equal  rights,"  and 
this  simple  request  is  made  the  excuse  for  an  attack  upon  them  as  un- 
beard  (tf  as  it  is  tinjast  Tbej  ask  onl7  fbr  "  Jnstloe  and  eqnel  zigbts.** 
H  tbe  Honse  does  not  see  fit  to  gmnt  tbem  what  tbey  ask,  let  my  motion 
be  voted  down,  and  send  the  memorial  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  of 
which  the  gentleman  from  Essex  is  chairman.  Let  such  a  disposition  be 
made  of  it,  and  there  will  then  be  no  danger  that  any  one  will  be  fired 
up  by  it,  for  it  will  then  be  sure  to  sleep  the  sleep  of  death. 

Or,  wben  a  petition  like  this  eomes  before  tbe  Legisbktars,  ft  daonld 
not  only  be  respectfully  received,  but  courteoosly  considered ;  partioa- 
larly  when  it  asks,  as  this  petition  does,  a  review  of  the  entire  code  of  our 
statute  laws.  It  should  not  be  sent  to  a  Committee  adverse  to  its 
request.  That  would  be  unparliamentary  and  the  end  of  it.  If  sent  to 
sneb  a  Committee  it  wonld  be  smothered*  The  flonse,  I  am  sore,  is  not 
prepared  for  any  such  dispodtion  of  the  matter,  but  is  willing  to  look 
candidly  at  the  alleged  grievances,  and.  if  consistent  with  public  policy, 
redress  them,  although  in  doing  so  we  may  iofringe  upon  time-honored 
notions  and  usages. 

Ur.  Fbtsbs:  I  am  not  surprised  at  tbe  dlreetion  wbleb  the  gentleman 
from  BsssK  seeks  to  give  this  memorial.  Any  gentleman  wbo  would 
assail  these  ladles  as  he  has  done,  would  be  prepared  to  make  any  dis- 
respectful disposition  of  their  rights.  I  mny  regret  that  he  has  sought 
to  deny  a  hearing  to  these  petitioners,  but  I  am  not  surprised  that  he  has 
done  so.  I  trost  tiiat  no  other  member  on  tliis  iloor  will  reftise,  praett- 
eally,  to  reeelve  this  petition— refose  to  our  motbsts,  wives,  and  sistsfs, 
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what  we  every  day  grant  to  our  fathers,  brothers,  and  sons.  These  wom- 
en oome  here  with  a  respectful  petition,  and  we  shoald  give  thein  a  can- 
did and  reapeotftil  bearing.  If  it  be  trae,  and  true  it  that  there  an 
real  grieTanoee  complained  of,  I  hope  they  may  be  redieaeed  after  eaie- 
ful  and  candid  consideration. 

The  time  has  gone  by,  sir,  when  we  may  aay  progress  must  stop.  It  is 
well  known  that  in  many  particulars  the  laws  are  glaringly  unjust  in  re- 
gard to  liie  female  eeac.  Th»  edneation  of  the  sez  i«  defeetlTe;  and  this 
flMt  nnfolds  tiie  aeeret  germ  of  thia  movement  We  eiumld  review  the 
Ftrnotnie  of  onr  institntions  of  learning;  and  see  whether  there  be  not 
there  room  for  reform.  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  duty  of 
women  to  sit  in  the  Jury-box,  to  vote,  or  to  participate  in  all  the  tumult- 
uous strifes  of  life;  bat  I  do  believe  that  thoee  who  differ  ftrom  me  in 
opinion  dioold  have  respeotftal  hearing.  Nw,  beeaoee  women  are  not 
allowed  to  vote,  do  I  admit  that  they  are  preoladed  fh>m  all  agency  in 
the  direction  of  national  affairs.  They,  more  than  their  husbands,  have 
power  over  the  future  history  of  the  country,  by  imparting  a  correct  fire- 
side education  to  their  sons.  But  there  are  legal  disabilities  imposed 
upon  women  wiiieh  I  would  be  willing  to  aee  removed,  in  regard  to  prop- 
erty, eta.  Whether  thoee  disabilitiee  ace  of  a  eharacter  to  J  ustuy  affirma- 
live  action  on  the  part  of  tluH  Iloufo  or  not,  if  not  now  the  qneHtion. 
The  question  simply  is,  shall  this  petition  be  received  ?  I  tnist  that  it 
may  be,  and  that  it  may  afterward  be  sent  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BsnsDior:  The  gentleman  ftom  Onondaga  aeka  that  thie  petition 
shaO  be  eent  to  a  eeleet  eommittee  of  seven,  althoo^  he  admits  that  the 
Judiciary  Committee  woald  be  more  appropriate,  if  it  would  not  be  sure, 
if  sent  to  that  Committee,  to  sleep  the  sleep  of  death.  Sir,  I  am  one  of 
that  Committee,  and  protest  against  any  such  imputation  upon  it.  I 
will  not  only  not  vote  to  rejeot  any  petition  offliwed  the  House,  bat  I  will 
give  every  petition  eent  to  any  eommittee  of  whieh  I  am  a  member  a  re- 
speetfkil  hearing.  This  is  a  petition  sij^ned  by  some  6,000  men  and  wom- 
en. They  ask  "justice  "  and  relief.  What  kind  of  relief  they  may  desire 
is  no  matter.  It  is  enouKh  for  me  to  know  that  they  ask  to  be  heard.  I 
shall  vote  to  give  them  a  hearing;  and  I  can  assure  the  gentleman  from 
Onondaga  tliat  if  sent  to  the  Jadioiary  Ckmimittee  it  wQl  deep  no  sleep 
of  death,  bat  will  be  reqieetfally  oonddered.  A  eontruy  intimation  is 
an  unjust  reflection  on  that  Coinmittpe. 

Mr.  Wood  :  My  remark  was  not  intended  to  reflect  upon  that  Commit- 
tee.   I  referred  merely  to  the  great  amount  of  business  before  it. 

Mr.  BBBXinor:  There  the  gentleman  is  equally  at  liaolt  Ttait  Oom- 
mitfeee  is  a  working  Oommlttee,  and  disposed  of  all  the  business  befbre 
it  on  Friday  last.  I  am,  however,  in  favor  of  the  motion  for  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  desire  that  the  petition  should  receive  legitimate  and  care- 
ful consideration,  not  only  because  the  petition  is  largely  signed,  but  be- 
cause every  petition  from  any  portion  of  the  people  on  any  sabjeot* 
Should  reeeive  a  respeetftd  heuing  horn  the  people's  representatives.  I 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  not  a  single  member  may  vote  against  the  recep- 
tion of  this  petition,  whatever  his  views  may  be  in  regard  to  granting  its 
prayer.   1  am  in  favor  of  the  right  of  petition. 
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Mr.  BURSBTT:  It  WM  not  my  wish  in  the  motion  I  mnde  to  have  this 
petition  rejected.  Had  I  intended  any  Huch  thing  I  should  have  said  no; 
for  I  always  go  directly  at  what  I  want  to  aocompliah,  and  never  fail  to 
Mil  things  by  th«lr  i|g|it  naniM.  I  manAj  wiihed,  b«litia»  Any  deposition 
wui  made  of  the  potitSon,  that  the  raembera  dioald  hsve  iim»  to  enm- 
Ine  the  address,  which  l«  the  key  of  the  whole  subject.  This  ia  all  I  de- 
sire; and  it  was  simply  an  expression  of  this  desire  that  ha<i  awakened 
all  this  windy  gust  of  passion.  After  members  shall  examine  the  addreiss 
which  accompanies  this  petition,  they  can  make  such  disposition  of  the 
petition  Itself  as  tbej  diaU  dsem  wise  and  proper.  This  is  tiie  length 
ahd  bveadth  of  mj  oli^eot  and  desire. 

Mr.  Wood:  I  thlnlc  the  House  understands  the  sal^^  sofielMitlf  to 
justify  aefcUnk  upon  my  moti<m  of  refiBrenoe. 

The  motion  for  the  Select  Committee  prevailed,  aye6|  64;  the 
Oommittee  appointed,  and  BCr.  Wood  ezoiued  from  serving. 

BEPOBT  OF  THE  SELECT  (X)MMITTEE. 

In  Assbvblt,  Mo^DAY,  March  27.  1954. 

The  Select  Comniittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  various  petitions  re* 
questing  **  the  Senate  and  AsMoiblj  of  the  Blato  of  HewToilc  to  appoloA 
a  Joint  eommlttee  to  revise  the  Statotes  of  New  Totk,  and  to  propose 

sneh  amendmontR  an  will  faUy  establish  the  legal  equality  of  women  with 
men,"  roport:  That  tliey  liave  examined  the  said  petition,  and  have  heard 
and  considered  the  Hu^K^'^tions  of  persons  who  liave  appeared  before 
them  on  l>chalf  of  the  petitioners. 

Your  Committee  are  well  aware  that  the  matters  submitted  to  them 
have  been,  and  still  are,  the  Mil]|Jeet  of  lidienle  and  jest;  hut  tiiey  are  also 
aware  tliat  ridicule  and  Jest  never  yet  effectually  put  down  sitiisr  tnith 
or  error;  and  that  the  development  of  our  times  and  the  progression  of 
our  ape  is  8uch,  that  many  thoughts  laughed  at  to-ilay  as  wild  vagaries, 
are  to-morrow  recorded  as  developed  principles  or  embodied  as  experi- 
mental fsotd^ 

A  higher  power  than  that  from  whioh  emanates  legislative  enactments 

has  given  forth  the  mandate  that  man  and  woman  sliaM  not  bo  equal; 
that  there  nhall  bo  inequalities  by  which  each  in  their  own  appropriate 
sphere  nhali  have  precedence  to  the  other;  and  each  alike  sliall  be  supe- 
rior or  inferior  as  they  well  or  ill  aot  the  part  assigned  them.  Both  alike 
are  the  snl^eets  of  Ctovemment,  equally  entitled  to  its  proteetion;  and 
oItU  power  must,  in  its  enaotments,  recognize  tliis  inequality.  We  ean 
not  obliterate  it  if  we  would,  and  legal  inequalities  must  follow. 

The  education  of  woman  has  not  been  the  result  of  statutes,  but  of 
eiTilization  and  Christianity;  and  her  elevation,  great  as  it  has  been,  lias 
only  oorreeponded  with  that  of  man  vndsr  the  same  Inllnenees.  She 
owes  no  more  to  these  eanses  than  he  does.  Tlie  true  elevation  of  tho 
sexes  will  always  correspond.  Bat  elevation,  instead  of  destroying, 
shows  more  palpably  those  inherent  inequalities,  and  makes  more  appar- 
ent the  harmony  and  happiness  whioh  the  Creator  deiMgned  to  accom 
plish  by  them. 
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Tour  OonunitfcM  will  not  attempt  to  ptiMeribe,  or,  wUmt,  they  will  not 
attempt  to  define  the  province  and  peculiar  f^phere  which  a  power  that 
we  can  not  overrule  has  prescribed  for  the  different  sexes.  Every  well- 
regalated  home  and  household  in  tho  land  affords  an  example  illustrative 
of  what  is  woman's  proper  sphere,  as  also  that  of  man.  Government  has 
Ite  niniKUura  as  well  as  ite  ftmndation  in  the  homaa  of  oar  ooontry;  and 
•8  in  gOTefaments  tiMve  moetlM  eome  reoogniied  head  to  oontrol  and 
direet,  lo  mnet  theto  aleo  be  a  controlling  and  directing  power  in  every 
mailer  association;  there  must  be  some  one  to  act  and  to  be  acted  with 
as  the  embodiment  of  the  persona  associated.  In  the  formation  of  gov- 
ernments, the  manner  in  which  the  common  interest  shall  be  embodied  ^ 
and  repteeented  ie  •  matter  <rf  eonvontioiial  arrangement;  bnt  In  the 
family  an  inflaenoe  more  potent  than  that  of  contracts  and  convention- 
alities, and  which  everywhere  underlies  humanity,  has  indicated  that  the 
husband  shall  fill  the  necessity  which  exists  for  a  head.  Dissension  and 
distraction  quickly  arise  when  this  neoessity  is  not  answered.  The  har- 
mony of  life,  the  real  interest  of  both  hosband  and  wife,  and  of  all  de- 
pendent upon  them,  xaqoire  it.  In  obedienee  to  that  reqniremant  and 
necessity,  the  hnehaad  ia  the  head— the  representative  of  the  Ihmily. 

It  was  strongly  urged  upon  your  Committee  that  women,  inaHmuch  as 
their  property  waj<  liable  to  taxation,  should  bo  entitled  to  roprosenta- 
tion.  The  member  of  this  House  who  considers  himself  the  representa- 
tlve  only  of  thoee  whoeo  ballota  were  east  for  htm,  tut  oYen  of  all  the 
Toteis  in  his  diatriet,  has,  in  the  opinion  of  joor  Oommittee,  qoite  too 
limited  an  idea  of  his  position  on  this  floor.  In  their  opinion  he  is  the 
representative  of  the  inhabitants  of  his  district,  whether  they  be  voters 
or  not,  whether  they  be  men  or  woiiion,  old  or  young;  and  he  who  does 
not  alike  watch  over  the  interests  of  ail,  fails  in  his  duty  and  is  false  to 
hia  traet. 

Toor  Oommittee  can  not  regard  marriage  ae  a  m&n  oontroeC,  bnt  ae 

something  above  and  beyond;  something  more  binding  than  records, 
more  solemn  than  specialties ;  and  the  person  who  reasons  as  to  the  re- 
lations of  husband  and  wife  as  upon  an  ordinary  contract,  in  their  opin- 
ion  commits  a  fatal  error  at  the  outset;  and  your  Committee  can  not  rec- 
ommend any  aetlon  baaed  on  audi  a  theory. 

Aa  eoeiety  progresses  new  wants  are  lUt,  newlaete  and  combinations 
are  presented  whic-h  constantly  call  for  more  or  less  of  addition  to  the 
body  of  our  lawH,  and  often  for  innovations  upon  customs  so  old  that 
"  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary  thereof."  The  mar> 
riage  relation,  in  oommon  with  everything  else,  baa  Halt  tile  eflbeta  of  tliia 
inogreas,  and  from  time  to  time  been  the  anbjeot  of  legidative  action. 
And  while  your  Committee  report  adversely  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitions 
referred  to  thoin.  tliey  believe  that  the  time  has  come  when  certain  altera- 
tions and  amendments  are,  by  common  consent,  admitted  as  proper  and 
necessary. 

Tonr  Ckmxndttee  recommend  that  the  aaaent  of  the  mother,  if  she  he 
living,  he  made  neoeaaary  to  tiie  validity  of  any  diapoaitlon  whioh  the 
lather  may  make  of  her  child  by  the  way  of  the  appointment  of  guardian 
or  of  appcentieeship.  Theconaentof  the  wifeisnowneeeaaafytoadeed 
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of  real  e«teto  In  order  to  bar  her  oontfngent  interest  therein;  and  there 
are  eertainly  far  more  pow««faI  reasons  why  her  consent  should  be  nee* 
essarj  to  the  eonyeyance  or  transfer  of  her  own  offq^ring  to  the  oare^ 
teaching,  and  control  of  another. 

When  the  husband  from  any  cause  neglects  to  provide  for  the  support 
and  edneation  of  his  ftunily,  tiiewillft  should  have  the  right  toeoUeet  and 
reeeiye  her  own  earnings  and  the  earnings  of  her  minor  ^'''"iltnt  and 
apply  them  to  the  support  and  education  of  the  family  free  from  the 
control  of  the  husband,  or  any  person  claiming  the  same  through  him. 
There  are  many  other  rules  of  law  applicable  to  the  relation  of  hus. 
.  band  and  wife  wfaioh,  in  oooasional  caaee,  bear  hard  npon  the  one  or  the 
other,  bnt  f  onr  Oonunittee  do  not  deem  It  wise  that  n  new  arrangement 
of  oor  laws  of  domestle  relations  should  be  attempted  to  obviate  such 
cases;  they  always  haTe  and  always  will  arise  ont  of  ereiy  snbjieot  of 
legal  regulation. 

There  is  much  of  wisdom  (which  may  well  be  applied  to  this  and  many 
otbMT  sobjecte)  In  the  qoalnt  remark  of  an  Englieh  lawyer.  philoa> 
opher,  and  statesman,  that  '*it  were  well  that  men  in  their  innovations 

would  follow  the  example  of  time,  which  innorateth  greatly  but  quietly, 
and  by  degrees  scarcely  to  be  perceived.  It  is  good  also  in  states  not  to 
try  experiments,  except  the  necessity  be  urgent  and  the  utility  evident; 
and  well  to  beware  that  it  be  the  reformation  that  draweth  ou  the 
dftange,  and  not  the  dedre  of  ehange  that  pretendetti  the  refbrmatlon.** 
b  eoneladon,  yonr  Commtttoe  reeommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners be  denied ;  and  they  ask  leave  to  intoodnee  a  bUl*  oomsponding 
with  the  snggestions  hereinbefore  eontained. 

The  report  was  Binned  bj  Jamee  L.  Angle  nnd  all  the  members  of 
the  Committee  eicept  llDr.  Bichards. 

Of  the  report  on  the  petitions,  Mr.  Weed  BajB : 

Mr.  Anf^  Ikom  the  Seleet  Oonmilttee  of  the  Assembly,  to  whieh  the 
woman's  tii^ts  petitions  were  refaired,  made  a  report  last  evening,  whieh 

we  publish  elsewhere  to-day.  It  is  a  compact,  lucid,  and  ably  drawa* 
doenment»  higlily  oreditable  to  its  author,  and  beoomiogly  respeotftii  to 


*  Ak  Aot  h^LATiYX  TO  TSK  RiOHTS  or  MAJiKiES  Woluui : — TKt  FtopU      the  atate 

L  Aoy  married  woman  whose  husband,  from  drunkenness,  profligacy,  or  any  other 
canite,  shall  neglect  and  refuse  to  provide  for  her  enpport  and  education,  or  the  enpport 
and  educaUoD  of  her  children,  and  any  married  woman  who  may  be  deserted  by  her  has* 
bud,  ilMll  bavs  the  rlfht,  )qr  bar  own  Bsne,  to  neelve  and  collect  her  own  emdngi, 
and  q>pl7  the  same  for  her  own  support,  and  the  snpport  and  education  of  her  children, 
free  bom  the  control  and  interference  of  her  husband,  or  from  any  peraoo  claiming  to  be 
released  from  the  same  by  and  throngfa  her  bnabaod. 

2.  Hereafter  it  shall  l»e  necessary  to  the  validity  of  imj  Indeutarc  of  nppretitlcenhip 
executed  by  the  father,  that  the  mother  of  such  child,  if  she  be  living,  shall,  in  writing, 
consent  to  such  indentures ;  nor  shall  any  appointaMnt  of  a  ganaial  guardian  of  the  per* 
•on  of  a  cbUd  byttia  father  be  valid,  mileaathe  mother  of  radi  chUd,  if  aba  bo  Uftaig, 
•ball,  tik  wilttDg^  eoneant  to  audi  appointment. 
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the  petitioners.  The  Committee  report  adversely  to  the  petitions,  but 
recommend  one  or  two  changes  in  our  existing  law,  which  will,  we  think, 
commend  themselves  as  well  to  the  opponents,  as  to  the  advocates  of 
woman*8  lights. 

The  work  in  the  State  of  New  York  was  now  thoroughly  systema- 
tized. Susan  6.  Anthony  was  appointed  General  Agent,  and  it  was 
decided  to  hold  a  series  of  Conventions  in  all  the  counties  and  chief 
cities  of  the  State,  in  order  to  roll  up  mammoth  j>etition8  with  which 
to  bombard  the  Legislature  at  every  annual  session.  Two  ap])eals* 
were  issued  to  the  women  of  the  State,  one  in  June,  prepared  by 
Mr.  Channing,  and  one  in  December,  by  Mrs.  Stanton,  A  number 
of  able  speakers!  joined  in  the  work,  anil  the  State  was  thoroughly 
canvassed  eveiy  year  until  the  war,  and  petitions  presented  by  the 
thoiuands  nntil  tiie  bill  eecnring  the  dvil  rights  of  mairied  women 
was  passed  in  llaroh,  1800. 

Lest  oor  raaden  slionld  think  that  there  was  no  variety  to  our 
lives  in  these  early  days,  that  we  did  nothing  bat  resolve,  complain^ 
petition,  protest,  hold  oonrentions,  and  besiege  LegislatiireB)  we  re- 
cord now  and  then  some  cheezfnl  item  icom  1^  MetropoHtan  papera 
oouoeming  some  of  onr  leading  women. 

Ksw  Tmi,  JTonA  14, 1864. 
AimrmaART  ov  «n  8to  smnrDAT  op  bobsbt  owbh  at  600  broadwat. 

Wlien  the  reporter  entered  the  room  be  found  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  as- 
■embled  there  tripping  the  light  fanttitic  toe  to  the  ummIc  of  a  barp^  piano,  end 
fiolin.  BmeitliM  L.  Rose  wis  preddent  of  the  oooorion,  and  gsre  a  Teiy  inter, 
esting  eketeb  of  the  life  and  labors  of  this  noble  man.  After  which  they  had  a 
grand  sapper,  and  Lucy  Stone  replied  to  thf  toast,  "  Woman,  coequal  with 
man.""  The  ladies  not  only  danced  and  made  speeches,  but  they  partook  of  the 
supper.  They  did  not  sit  in  the  galleries,  as  the  custom  then  was,  to  look  at  the 
gentlemen  eat,  and  listen  to  their  efter-dinner  apeeebee,  bat  enjoyed  an  eqnal  ebare 
in  the  whole  entertainment  Mrs.  Rose  and  IGse  Stone  aeemed  to  fed  as  mneh 
at  borne  on  thto  feetive  occasion,  as  amid  the  more  important  proceedings  of 
a  convention. 

As  the  agitation  was  kept  np  from  year  to  year  with  freqnent  oon- 
Tentions,  ever  and  anon  some  prominent  person  who  had  hitherto 


♦  Sec  Appendix. 

t  Emestiai*  L.  Rose,  Francis  D.  Gage,  Haooah  Tracy  Cutler,  Lucy  N.  Coleman,  Antoi' 
nette  L.  Brown,  Matflda  Joelyn  Gage,  Marietta  Rldimoiid,  Sarah  Fe]l<il,-Oanle  D.  FO- 

khiB,  Lvdla  A.  Jfiikln-i,  Susan  R.  Anthony,  dividintr  thoir  tinr'  und  forces,  held  conven- 
tloDs  In  nearly  ercry  county  of  Ibe  State,  traversing  some  new  section  each  year.  In 
18S9,  Mlia  Anthony  and  Mlia  Brown  made  a  aneeesatal  tonr  of  the  fluhlonable  reaorta 

and  the  northern  countlBiii  All  this  work  the  State  Committee  assigned  to  Its  General 

Agent,  pivliip  her  nil  honor  and  power,  without  pro\idlnEr  onedollur.  Bat  Miss  Anthony 
with  rare  executive  ability,  accompUshed  the  work  and  paid  all  expenses. — £.  C.  S. 
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been  silent,  would  concede  a  modicum  of  what  we  claimed,  so  timidly, 
however,  and  with  so  many  popular  provisos,  that  the  concessions 
were  almoBt  buried  in  the  objections.  It  was  after  this  manner  that 
Heoiy  Ward  Beecher,  then  in  the  senitii  of  his  popularity,  vonch- 
safed  an  opinion.  He  believed  in  woman's  right  to  TOte  and  speak 
in  publie.  Tliere  was  no  logical  ai^^nment  against  eiOier,  bat  he 
would  not  like  to  see  his  wife  or  mother  go  to  the  polls  or  mount 
the  platfoam.  This  utteranoe  called  out  the  following  letter  from 
Gerrit  Smith  in  T\e  BotUm  Lihsraior: 

PanaaoBO^  K.  Y.,  Mm.  10, 1854. 

Bbab  OABBiac»ih->I  am  mrj  glad  to  mo  ta  your  paper  that  Ehniy  W«rd 
Beecher  avows  himself  a  convert  to  the  doctrine  of  woman'*  voting.  Bat  I  re- 
gret timt  this  strong  man  la  noverthplfS!^  not  strong  onon<Th  to  emancipate  him- 
self entirely  from  the  dominion  of  superstition.  Mr.  Beecher  would  not  have 
bis  wife  and  sister  speak  in  public.  Of  course  be  means  that  he  would  not, 
kowever  ooanpeteDt  they  might  bo  fiv  such  aa  ezuoiie.  I  win  suppoee  tiiat 
tb^  all  remofe  to  FOkerboro,  aad  that  a  vary  important,  nay,  an  eottrely  vital 
question  springs  up  in  our  community,  and  profoundly  agitates  it;  and  I  will 
further  suppose  that  the  wife  and  sister  of  Mr.  Beeclu  r  are  more  capable  than 
any  other  persons  of  taking  the  platform  and  shedding  light  upon  the  subject 
Axe  we  not  entitled  to  their  snpoior  light  ?  Certainly.  And  certainly  there- 
Jbre  are  they  bound  to  aibrd  it  to  Ofc  Nerertbeleee  Mr.  Beecher  woald  hare 
tbeni  withhold  it  fromtis.  Pray  whattsitbiltinperiHtion  that  could  prompt  him 
to  such  violation  of  honevolence  and  common-sense  t  Will  Mr,  Beecher  go  to 
the  Bible  for  his  justiticti'ion  ?  That  blos.sed  book  is  to  be  read  in  the  life  of 
Jesus  Christ;  and  in  thut  life  is  the  fullness  of  benevolence  and  common-sense, 
and  no  mpentition  at  all.  Will  Mr.  Beecher  limit  bis  wift  and  aietere  in  tha 
given  die  to  tildr  pens  ?*  Siu  h  limitation  would  he  then  be  bound  in  conne- 
tency  to  impose  upon  himself.  Would  he  impoac  itt  Agein,it  takee  lipt  as 
well  as  pens  to  carry  iostructiou  to  the  utmost. 

Tour  friend,  OsBBrr  Smtth. 

SARATOGA  CONVENTIONS, 
August,  1854-'55. 

Seeing  calls  for  two  national  conventions,  by  the  friends  of  Tem- 
perance, and  tlie  Auti-Xebraska  movement,  to  be  held  in  Saratoga 
the  thinl  week  of  August,  the  State  Woman  Suffragre  Committee 
decided  to  embrace  that  opportunity  to  hold  a  convention  there  at 

•  It  ifl  pleasant  to  leeoril  ttiat  a  few  yeeis  later  Mr.  Beeebei's  vlalon  was  dear  on  Che 

whole  qaestlon,  and  he  was  oftfn  fouiul  on  tlic  woman's  rlijhts  platform,  not  only  ^pi^ak- 
inf?  liiraseir,  bat  his  sister,  Mrs.  Isabella  Beecher  Hooker,  also.  On  one  occasion  be  con- 
ducted Miss  Kate  Field  to  the  ptstform  to  Flymonth  Chwdi  •»  grtwAdlrM  be  ever 
handed  a  lady  oat  to  dinnw,  introduced  her  to  the  audience,  and  presided  during  her  ad- 
dress. Sittiiie  Uu-tv  he  aacmeil  to  fe«l  as  much  at  his  «m«  aa  If  OoL  Robert  G.  lo^gersoU 
had  ><eeu  the  apcakcr. 
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the  eazno  time.*  As  it  was  at  the  height  of  the  fashionable  season 
it  was  thought  mach  good  might  he  acoompUshied  hj  getting  the  e«r 

of  a  new  class  of  hearers. 

But  after  the  arningeinents  were  all  made,  and  Miss  Anthony  on 
tlie  ground,  she  received  messages  from  one  after  another  of  the 
speakers  on  whom  she  depended,  that  none  of  them  could  be 
present.  Accordingly,  encouraged  by  the  Hon.  William  Hay,  she 
decided  to  go  through  alone.  Happily,  Matilda  Joslyn  Gage  and 
Sarah  Pellet  being  in  Saratoga,  came  forward  and  volunteered  their 
servicet>,  and  thus  was  the  Convention  carried  successfully  through.f 
The  meeting  wjis  held  in  St.  Nicholas  Hall,  which  was  well  filled 
throughout,  three  hundred  dollars  being  taken  at  the  door.  The 
following  resume  of  this  occasion  is  from  the  pen  of  Judge  William  * 
Hay,  in  a  letter  to  Tfie  Iforth  Star  of  Rochester  (Frederick  Doug- 
lass, editor) : 

THS  BABATOOA  CX)2rVENnOX. 

Miss  Sarah  Pellet  addressed  an  audience  of  six  hundred  persons  in  the  after- 
noon, mott  of  whom  retnroed  with  oChon  to  St  mofaolas  Hall  in  the  eronliig, 
thuB  manifesting  their  satisfaction  with  what  they  had  heard  and  their  interest 
in  the  cause,  which  was  farther  discussed  by  Mrs.  Gage,  whose  address  was  an 
elaborate  argument  for  the  removal  of  woman's  legal  and  social  (lieabilities. 
x\moDg  other  authorities  she  quoted  with  judgment,  was  the  following  from 
\Vm.  W.  Story:  **In  raapeot  to  the  powen  and  zights  of  married  women,  the 
law  it  hy  no  meens  ehteoet  the  epirit  of  the  ige.  Here  an  aecn  the  old  foaiil 
prints  dSfndaUun,  The  law  idating  to  woman  tends  to  make  eveiy  ftmily  a 


*  As  this  meeting  was  hastily  decided  upon,  there  was  no  call  issued  ;  It  WSt  flMfeijr  no> 
tleed  in  the  county  papers.   Tha  Saratoga  Whig,  Aogost  18,  1854,  says : 

WoKairs  BsMTS.— The  series  of  coDtantione  that  have  been  bokUng  sesdoiM  In  the 
village  during  tlie  week,  will  close  this  day  with  a  meeting  for  the  tliscussKin  of  the  Bodali 
legal,  and  political  rigbts  of  women,  at  wblcb  Miss  Snsan  B.  Anthony,  Mrs.  Matilda  Joa> 
lyn  Oage,  and  Miss  flaimh  FeOet  will  appesr.  The  meetlngB  will  be  held  at  St.  Miobolsa 
BaU  tUs  aflenoon  atn  ^daek.  and  fai  the  evadiif  at8  o*doek. 

f  Any  one  bnt  the  indomitable  Pnsnn  B.  Antliony  wonid  have  abandoned  all  Ueaof  a 
meeting,  but,  as  it  was  advertised,  she  felt  bound  to  make  it  a  fact.  This  decision  msgr 
seen  fhe  moie  remarinblo  In  Tiew  of  other  Iteta,  that  Miss  Anthony  had  trat  Uttle  ezpe* 
ricnce  as  a  bpeaker,  and  was  fully  awureof  her  deflciencles  In  tliut  line  ;  her  forte  lay  in 
planning  convenUons,  raUIng  money,  marshalling  the  forces,  and  smoothing  tlie  paths 
for  others  to  go  forward,  mika  the  speeches,  and  g^t  the  glory.  Ha\ing  listened  in  St. 
Nkholas  Hall  for  several  days  to  some  of  the  finest  orators  In  the  country,  it  was  with 
g^at  trepidation  that  she  resolved  to  attempt  to  hold  such  audiences  as  had  crowded  all  the 
meetings  during  the  week,  and  would  no  doubt  continue  to  do  so.  However,  she  had 
one  written  speech,  which  she  deddad  to  divide,  giving  the  Indwtrlal  disabilities  of 
women  In  the  afternoon,  and  their  poliUcal  rights  In  the  evening,  sapplemcntfnp  earh 
with  whatever  extemporaneous  observations  might  strike  her  mind  as  she  proceeded. 
WlOi  Mrs.  Gtge  to  speak  at  one  ssaskm  and  Miss  Telle*  aft  ttie  oOwr,  Miss  Antheny 
rounded  out  both  meetings  to  the  general  satisfaction.  It  was  thus  she  always  stood 
ready  for  eveiy  emergency ;  when  nobody  else  would  or  ooold  speak  she  did ;  when 
everybody  wished  to  speak  die  was  sUent— £.  C.  S. 
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baronv.  a  monnrchy,  or  a  dt'spotism,  of  which  the  husband  is  the  baron,  kinir, 
or  despot,  and  the  wife  the  dependent,  the  serf,  or  slave.  That  this  is  uot 
always  the  fact,  is  not  due  to  the  law,  but  to  the  enlarged  bumanity  which 
sporns  tbe  ntnow  limito  of  ite  rales ;  for  if  the  hnsbfuid  cbooM,  he  has  Ut  wile 
as  firmly  in  hit  grasp  and  dominion,  as  the  hoMt  lias  the  dote  upon  whom  he 
has  pounced.  This  age  is  ahead  of  the  law.  Public  opinion  is  a  check  to  legal 
rules  on  this  subject,  but  the  rules  are  feudal  and  stern.  It  can  not,  however,  be 
concealed  that  the  position  of  woman  is  always  the  criterion  of  tbe  Ireedom  of  a 
people  or  an  age,  koA.  when  man  shali  despise  that  right  which  is  fotmded  only 
<m  might,  woman  will  be  ftee  to  stand  on  an  equal  leTel  with  him— a  friend 
and  not  a  dependent." 

Mrs.  Gage  also,  and  with  like  effect,  cited  from  the  same  learned  jurist,  laws, 
which,  had  her  lecture  been  a  sermon,  might  have  been  pre6xed  as  a  text.  Such 
opinions,  although  but  seldom  known  to  any  but  lawyers,  and  not  appreciated 
by  many  of  them,  have  ftequently  been  printed  in  bofdts,  which,  howerer,  being 
pfoftssional,  are  perused  by  lew  persons  only.  Mm.  Gag^  oonclnded  her  exod- 
lent  discourse  with  Bryant's  celebrated  stanai,  relatiTO  to  truth  and  error. 

Miss  Antlumy's  situation  had  become  embarra<^s!ng,  if  not  critical.  At  a  late 
liour  of  a  summer  night,  she  waa  to  follow  Mrs.  Gage  on  the  same  subject,  and 
before  a  tastidious  audience,  almost  surfeited  during  three  days  with  public  ad- 
4lxesses  in  serefal  dlflhrent  ooiiTentions,  and  many  of  whom  desired  to  oootiast 
her  expeoled  eIRwt  wl^  tbe  apkndid  platform  eloquenoe  of  Henry  J.  Raymond, 
"Wm.  H.  Burleigh,  and  "  their  like,"  fearlessly  advocating  tbe  redress  of  wrongs 
and  the  promotion  of  human  rights.  Miss  Anthony,  who  had  conciliated  her 
audience  by  lady-like  conduct  and  courtesy,  in  providing  scats  for  the  accom- 
modation of  thotte  standing,  commenced  with  an  appropriate  apology  for  un- 
avoidable repetition,  wh«i  it  was  her  lot  to  follow  Mrs.  Qage.  Soffident  hen 
to  say  that  she  acquitted  herself  admirably.  The  simptidty  and  lepoee  of  her 
manner,  the  dignity  of  her  deportment,  the  distinctiveness  of  her  enunciation, 
her  emphatic  earnestness,  the  pathos  of  hf  r  appeals,  and  completeness  of  her 
arguments,  convinced  the  understanding  and  persuaded  all  hearts. 

Tbe  gossip  of  mnstached  dandies,  and  the  half-suppreMcd  giggle  of  bedizened 
beauty,  wm  settled  down  into  respectfol  attention,  if  not  appredadoo.  bideed 
many  of  the  most  intelligent  hearers  before  redring,  audibly  confessed  that  thi^ 
came  to  find  fault,  but  had  seen  nothing  to  censure.  So  some  who  came  to  scoff 
remained  to  applaud.  With  such  advocates  there  can  be  no  retrogreasioo  of 
Woman's  Rights.   £qaaiity  is  their  motto,  and  onward  their  destiny. 

Wm.  Hat. 

This  Couveiitioii  was  so  succesijful  in  point  of  numbers  and  ro 
ceiptfly  and  the  sale  of  woman  BufErage  literature,  that  it  was  decided 

*  The  Daily  Haralqgian.  August  19th,  said :  Mrs.  Matilda  Joslyo  Gage,  a  mediam-fiixed, 
Isdy-Vkelooldeg  woman,  diesssd  hi  a  tast^'  plonMolond  sflk  with  two  fonaeea,  made 

the  first  nddrc88  upon  ?ome  of  the  dt^focts  In  ttio  niarriatjo  laws,  quotincr  Story,  Kent,  and 
Blackstooe.  She  closed  by  speaking  of  Mrs.  Marcet^  an  able  writer  on  political  economy, 
her  book  nnidi  nsed  In  Khoob.  She  referred  to  MlM  TfDdraesr,  of  8onlh  Osmllaa,  who 
In  Dolliflcatlon  times,  wrote  powerfully  on  that  subject.  It  was  said  that  party  was»  cnn- 
8o]ldat«d  by  the  nib  of  a  lady's  pen.  She  was  the  flrat  woman  In  the  United  States  who 
was  honored  with  a  public  funeraL 
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to  repeat  tihe  experimeDt  the  next  jear;  aeeordingly  the  following 
cflU  was  isniod  eaily  in  the -season : 

SABAToaA  oomrmrTioN,  1855. 

A  CooTOBtion  will  be  held  at  Saratoga  Springs  on  the  lltth  and  10th  of  An- 
gostsezt.  to  discuss  woman's  right  to  sufTrage. 

In  the  progreRS  of  human  events,  woman  now  demands  the  recognition  of  ber 
civil  ezisteoce,  her  legal  rights,  her  social  equality  with  man. 

How  her  dume  can  be  the  meet  eerily  and  speedily  eitabiihed  on  a  ibrin, 
enduing  beeis,  will  be  the  tiil^^  of  deUbemtton  at  the  coming  Oooventlon. 

The  friends  of  the  moTement,  and  the  pobUc  generallj,  are  nott  reepeetfolly 
invited  to  attend. 

Many  of  the  advocates  of  the  caose  are  expected  to  be  in  attendance. 

Blizabeth  Cadt  STASTOiiri      Lydia  Mott, 
Ernbstike  L.  RoflSf  Antoimsttb  L.  Brows, 

bAXUBC  J.  Mat,  Subab  B.  AsTnoNT. 

This  Contention  also  was  held  in  St  Nicholas  Hall,  and  a  l&ige 
audience  gieeted  the  speakers  of  the  occasion  as  they  appeared 
upon  the  platform. 

A  brief  report  of  the  secretaries  in  The  Una  of  September,  1865, 
says :  A  largo  audience  assembled  on  the  morning  of  Angnst  15th 
at  St.  Nicholas  Hall.  Susan  B.  Anthony  called  the  meeting  to  or- 
der, and  presented  a  list  of  officers*  nominated  at  a  preliminary 
gathering,  which  was  accepted.  Martha  C.  Wright,  on  taking  the 
chair,  made  a  brief  statement  of  the  object  of  the  Convention,  and 
invited  all  those  wlio  were  opposed  to  our  demands  to.Qome  to  the 
platform  and  state  their  objections. 

During  the  absence  of  the  Business  Committee,  Ernestine  L.  Rose 
briefly  reviewed  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  woman's  rights  move- 
ment. Antoinette  Brown  reported  a  series  of  resolutions,  on  which 
she  commented  at  some  length,  when  the  Rev.  Samuel  J.  May  was 
introduced.  Although  he  spoke  to  the  entire  edification  of  the  plat- 
form, yet  he  was  constantly  interrupted  by  the  audience.  It  was  a 
novelty  to  hear  women  speak,  and  the  audience  having  assembled 

•  IVwidML— Martha  C.  Wright,  of  Anbnn. 

Viee-Pretidentt.—Rev.  Samuel  J.  May,  Syracnso ;  LydIa  Mott,  Albany ;  Ernestine  L. 
BoMf  New  York ;  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  New  York ;  Sumu  B.  Autbooy,  Rochester ;  Au- 
gusta A.  Wiggins,  SenOogm  Sprinn. 

AenetonM.— Emily  JaqvM,  Naaiaa;  Aum  X.  Bowdl,  C^hent;  Maxj  L.  Bootli, 
WOUamsbiuKb. 

jnnanw  CiMMilHaa;— flman  B.  Anthony,  Marietta  BlehraoDd,  Maty  8.  Anthony,  Phebe 

H.  Junes. 

Busineat  Cwi/nf/fe**.— Antoinette  L.  Brown,  Ernestine  L.  Ri>?f,  T.  W.  Hl^rgfoson,  Charles 
F.  Hovey,  of  BoBtuu  ;  Plieb«  Merrilt,  of  Mlcbigun  ;  Hob.  Wiiliam  Uay,  of  Samtogtt  Spring. 
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for  that  purpoee,  preferred  to  listen  to  woman's  pathetic  state- 
meatB  of  her  wrongs,  than  to  the  moet  gifted  orators  that  men  eoold 
boast.  It  was  not  until  after  repeated  reqneste  for  order  from  the 
president,  and  assnsanoes  from  semal  of  the  ladies  that  they  woold 
not  speak  nntQ  Mr.  May  had  finished  his  remarks,  that  qoiet  was 
restored. 

It  was  at  this  CoBTentioa  that  llsiy  L  Booth*  made  her  first  a[^pear- 
anoe  on  Gor  platform,  as  one  of  the  secretaries.  One  festore  of  these 
meetinii^  was  the  freedom  and  wann  lajmpatli j  between  the  audience 
and  the  phtfonn.  At  the  dose  of  almost  every  speech,  some  one  on 
the  floor  asked  questions,  or  stated  some  objections  whicb  woe 
qnicklj  answered  and  refuted  by  the  speakers  in  the  moat  pleasant 
oonversational  manner. 

Mrs.  Rose  presented  the  wrongs  of  woman  in  her  most  happy  man* 
ner,  demanding  the  ballot  as  the  iiuderlying  power  to  protect  all  otlier 
rights.  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson  made  an  address  especially 
adapted  to  the  fashionable  audience.  Many  of  the  tlioiightless  ones 
whom  idle  curiosity  bad  led  to  tbe  hall,  must  have  felt  like  the 
woman  of  Samaria  (John  iv.  29)  at  the  well,  when  she  reported  tbat 
she  had  seen  a  in:m  who  told  ber  all  the  tbin^  tbat  erer  sbe  had 
done,  so  nearly  did  Mr.  Higginson  picture  to  them  tht^r  thoughts 
and  feelings,  tbe  ennui  of  their  daily  lives.  Lucy  Stone,  whom  the 
papei-s  now  call  Mrs.  Blackwell,  arriving  in  the  midst  of  the  con- 
vention, was  greeted  with  long  and  repeated  cheers,  and  spoke 
with  her  wonted  simplicity  and  earnestness.  The  resolutions  cover- 
ing all  the*  different  phases  of  the  movement  were  duly  discussed 
through  two  entire  days. 

Antoinette  Brown  was  called  on  as  usual  to  meet  the  Bible  argu- 
ment. A  clergyman  accused  her  of  misapplying  texts.  He  said 
Genesis  iv.  7  did  not  allude  to  Cain  and  Abel,  and  that  the  language 
in  Genesis  iii.  16,  as  applied  to  Eve,  did  not  mean  the  same  thing. 
Miss  Brown  maintained  her  position  Hiat  the  texts  were  the  same  in 
letter  and  spint ;  and  that  authority  to  all  men  orer  all  women 
eould  he  no  more  logically  inferred  from  Hie  one,  than  authority  to 
all  elder  brothers  over  the  younger  could  be  from  the  other;  and 
that  there  was  no  divine  autiiority  granted  in  either  case. 

Hiss  Anthony  announced  that  woman's  rights  tracts  and  papers 
were  for  sale  at  the  door,  and  urged  all  who  had  become  interested  in 
the  subject  to  procure  them  not  only  for  their  own  benefit,  but  to 
eirenlate  among  their  neighbors.  If  they  would  be  intelligent  as  to 


*  Mow  Um  iiueeMfttl  adllor  of  AnMr>«  Amt. 
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the  real  dalmB  of  the  movement,  they  must  take  Th4  Utuzy  a  paper 
owned  and  edited  bj  one  of  its  leaders.  TXo  one  would  expect  to  get 
tempeiftnoe  tmtfas  from  Bennetts  SeraH  nor  antipslavery  fiicts 
from  Tk4]Sr<9m  York  Obtrnver^cat  C^intUan  AdwMiai$;  no  more 
ean  we  look  to  an/  of  the  popular  newspapers,  political  or  religions, 
for  reliable  informatioa  on  the  woman's  rights  movement. 

tihe  also  preaented  the  claims  of  The  WomarCs  Advocate,  a  paper 
jnst  started  in  PhiladelphiA  by  Anna  £.  McDowell,  devoted  chiefly 
to  woman's  right  to  work— equal  pay  for  equal  service  (she  was  sorry 
that  it  did  not  see  that  the  right  of  8u£Erage  underlies  the  work  prob. 
lem) ;  nevertheless  the  existence  of  a  paper  owned,  edited,  published, 
and  printed  all  by  women,  was  a  livini;  woman's  rights  f^ct,  and  she 
hoped  every  one  would  give  it  encouragement  and  support.  She 
then  gave  a  brief  report  of  the  work  done  in  the  State  during  the 
past  year,^  and  closed  by  presenting  the  form  of  petition  that  had 
just  been  adopted,  f 

Mr.  May  move<l  the  appointment  of  a  t  oniniitlee  of  live:*:  to  en- 
gage lecturing  agents  :ind  rai(*e  funds  for  their  compensation.  The 
president  thanked  the  people  for  the  respect  aud  attention  mauifeotcd 
during  the  several  sessions,  and  adjourned  the  Con  vent  ion. 

*  This  year  Miss  Anthony  canvassed  the  State,  ]/oldiu^  coaveatioiu  In  Alt^-foar  coun- 
ties, oncaulzinK  sodetle«,  getting  slj^natures  to  petitions,  nnd  tatMerllMrt  to  ITkf  Una..  At 
lOiDC  of  tbeM  meetings  Mrs.  Rose,  Mlas  Brown,  and  Miss  Filkins  a^nisted  by  turn,  bat 
the  chief  part  she  carried  through  alone.  She  had  posti  rs  for  tin.'  enllre  State  printed  in 
Kocbester,  her  father,  brother  Merritt,  and  Mary  Luther  folding  aud  i>uper«cribiug  to  all 
file  piMtmMten  Mid  the  shoriff  of  vftrf  wmtj.  The  •heilllb,  with  bat  ftw  oxeepHnas, 
opened  the  Court  Houses  for  the  meetings,  posted  the  bills,  and  attended  to  the  ndvertlsfng. 
MiBA  Anthony  entered  on  this  work  without  the  pledge  of  a  dollar.  But  with  fre«  meet> 
ingi  and  eoUoettoot  ta  the  •fteraooo,  and  a  dkUUng  adndMlon  In  the  erening,  the  nun- 
efed  to  OOfW  the  Catfve  expenaefl  of  the  campnicrn. 

t  WoMBM's  Kiohts  FranoM. 
tb1hiEi»MrM»,tk$aniai$maAmni»i^qftl^aatt^Jkw  York: 

WuBRBAg,  the  women  of  the  State  of  New  York  arc  recognized  as  citizens  l>y  the  Con- 
sUtaUoo,  and  yet  are  dlaCreochiied  oa  aoeoant  of  sex  ;  we  do  respectfully  demand  the 
right  of  snlfrage  ;  a  right  whlll3i  taTtdree  ell  oUier  rights  of  citizenship,  and  which  can 
nothe  justly  withheld,  when  we  eotislder  tiie  admitted  prlndples  of  popular  goTemment, 
among  which  arc  the  following  : 

IsL  That  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal. 

2d.  TliRt  government  deitres  Its  Jost  powers  trom  the  eooMiifc  «f  tlio  gofened. 

8d.  That  taxntion  and  representation  should  go  together. 

4th.  That  those  held  amenable  to  laws  should  have  a  share  In  fhunlng  thnn. 

We  do,  theraloK,  petltloii  thai  yon  will  tidw  the  necaiMiy  etepa  so  to  rertae  Oon- 

•tltution  of  our  State,  as  that  all  her  citizens  may  eqjoy  equal  pnlitlc.il  privileges. 

{  The  committee  were  Susan  B.  Anthony,  Eroeatloe  L.  Kose,  Antoinette  L.  Brown, 
SHnbeUi  Cady  Btanton,  Martha  O.  Wright,  Lydla  Mott. 

J  At  the  clo?e  of  this  Conventtou,  Charles  F.  Hovey,  as  was  his  usual  custom,  planned 
an  excursion  for  those  who  had  taken  part  iu  the  meetings.  He  inrited  them  to  take  a 
drive  to  the  take,  a  few  mllce  out  of  Saratoga,  gave  them  a  bountiful  repast,  and  to- 
felh«r  they  spent*  day  ileh  In  ^eisaot  memories.  Ltatenlng  after  day  to  the  wfopgn 
40 


Digitized  by  GoOgle 


626  Mistory  of  Wonian  Suffrage, 

The  Sanitop  papers  were  apeolallj  oomplimeiitaiy  in  their  notices 
ot  Emestme  L.  Boee  and  Lucy  Stone,  pionoiuicing  them  logical  and 
eloquent,  and  Miss  Anthonj  was  hi^j  praised  for  her  sldll  in  get- 
ting contributions  and  distributing  documents.  She  sold  over  twenty 
thousand  pamphlets  that  year.  As  there  were  many  Southern  people 
always  at  Saratoga,  this  was  considered  a  grand  opportunity  thi*ough 
tracts  to  sow  the  seeds  of  rebellion  all  through  the  Southern  States. 
This  Convention  afforded  a  new  theme  for  conversHtion  at  the  hotels, 
and  was  discussed  for  many  (lays  after  with  levity  or  seriousness,  to 
be  laughed  over  aud  thought  over  by  the  women  at  their  leisure.* 

LBRSBS  TO  TBB  CX>£i  VJilH'lTOK. 

SuBAN  B.  Anthony.  Bostw,  Aim  88. 1M5. 

Dbab  Madam  : — Your  note  of  the  20th  ha«  Just  come  to  band.  I  am  sorrj  to 
■ay  tliat  my  engagemasts  aie  tacih  ttat  It  will  not  be  pouible  fur  me  to  be  prae- 
vex  at  the  Weouui'k  lUgbts  0(m?entioB  at  SaratogSt  which  I  ihoald  very  moch 
n^Joice  to  utend. 

Heartily  and  hastily  yours,         Theodoiu;  PAiiKKa. 

SraaoeaB,  JIom  18, 1865. 

DxAB  Fkiesd  : — I  Hke  your  call  to  the  Convention  at  Saratoga,  and  I  shatl 
endeavor  to  be  tin-re  on  n\y  return  iirom  MassaclniHctty,  where  I  dtliver  an  ora- 
tion on  education  on  tlic  yth  of  August.  By  all  means  put  Judge  Hay's  name 
on  tlie  Central  Committee,    Invite  Theodore  Parker  without  delay. 

In  groat  baste,  but  very  truly  yours,  Samuel  J.  M  v 

VwoLhumiamML,  BMh  Jfe.,  11, 1888. 

My  Diur  Susan  B.  Ahthokt  : — Returning  home,  I  hasten  to  antwer 
thy  letter  forwarded  to  me  a  week  ago  by  sister  M.  C.  Wright.  It  is  always 
with  regret  that  I  have  to  answer  any  letter  of  the  kind  in  the  negative.  But 
the  time  fixed  for  the  Saratoga  Convention  renders  it  impracticable  for  me  to 
be  preeent  My  basband  and  I  bope  to  attend  the  National  Convention  at  Cin* 
cfainati  ill  Hctobor.  Thy  active  intereat  and  exertions  in  this  cause  are  greatly 
cheering.  We  arc  doing  little  hereaway.  Pennsylvania  is  ahvays  slow  in  every 
reformatory  movement.    We  have  circulated  many  of  the  pomphleta. 


perpslnted  on  woman  by  law  and  Ooepel  of  nan's  crettloD,  Mr.  Hovey  alwija  seeaiod 

to  feel  that  he  waa  in  duty  bound  to  throw  what  suoshlne  and  happiness  he  could  into 
the  UvQS  o(  women,  and  thus  in  a  measure  atooe  for  the  injuatloe  of  hl«  sex,  and  mo«t 
royally  he  did  this  wheaevwr  an  opportnoity  offered,  not  onAj  wbOe  be  lived,  but  by 
beqaMt*  *A  bl*  deatiL 

♦  Twenty  years  after  this  Mrs.  Stanton  met  ,\  Inly  In  Tcx;!^,  who  told  her  about  this 
Saratoga  Convention.  She  aaid  her  attontlou  was  dret  called  to  the  aubject  of  woman's 
rights  by  some  tnMta  a  Mend  of  hers,  then  living  fai  Georgia,  bronght  home  at  that  tiaM, 
and  that  we  could  form  bat  little  Idea  of  the  Intense  Interest  with  which  they  were  read 
and  discussed  by  quite  a  circle  of  ladies,  who  plied  her  aunt  with  innumerable  questions 
•bout  the  Convention  and  the  appearance  and  manners  of  the  ladies  who  led  the  move- 
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» 

Wishing  you  all  guoceas  at  the  coDTention,  and  sure  of  tlij  "  great  recompense 
and  reward," 

I  am  thine  alEectioDfttely,         Lucbbtia  Mott. 

Boston,  June  6,  1850. 

Dear  F&isiid: — I  hare  kept  your  letter  by  me,  and  omitted  to  reply,  hoping, 
and  indeed  ezpediBg,  thai  though  I  give  np  all  but  two  or  three  roatino  and 

neighboring  engaKements  in  the  summer.  I  might  phui  BO  as  to  accept  yours. 

But  I  find  I  can  not  come  as  you  a^k.  My  summer  months  must  be  devoted 
othorwise.  I  hope  you  will  not  nickntiuie  me  No,  for  my  so  constantly  using 
that  muaosyilable  to  you.    Indeeil,  I  will  try  to  oblige  you  next  winter. 

With  much  regard,  yours  truly,  Wkhdbll  PHir.i.irs. 

High  Rock,  Ltnn,  Mass.,  Augutt  4.  1835. 
Eaiuvbst  PnTKJTP: — We  havo  just  received  your  hearty  invitation  to  the  Con- 
Tention  at  Saratoga.  Nothmg  wnuld  give  us  more  pleasure  than  to  be  with  you 
on  that  occasion.    We  are  all  iuterested  in  Woojau's  Rights,  and  in  liberty  for 
fill  humaaity. 

Long  aabminioD  baa  smothered  the  hope  and  extinguished  thedeilrein  many 

fi)r  any  chnncrp  of  onditinn.  But  the  light  of  the  nintjtecnth  century  should 
awake  all  toearnt  st  hattlc  for  tht  ir  Goil-given  rights.  We  will  c«msult  together, 
and  if  we  can  make  up  u  quiirtctte  we  will  try  and  be  with  you  to  sing  once 
more  onr  songa*  of  freedpm  for  another  atruggliog  clam.  With  much  eeterai 

I  remmn  yonn  truly,        Jom  W.  HuTCBnnov, 

(Ibr  the  ftmily). 

lollowing  the  Convention  the  usual  attackb  were  made  by  the 
press,  accusing  the  members  of    ialidelity  and  free  love,"  which 

*It  Is  now  over  forty  yeais  that  the  vartona  brsaclies  of  tiia  Hntehlnion  ftunfly  hSTt 

been  sinji^liigtheUbenl  Ideas  of  their  day  on  the  aotl-elavery,  temperance,  and  Woman's 
Bights  platforms,  and  tbcy  are  slnf^ng  still  (1881)  with  tbe  infmiloD  of  some  new  blood 
hi  tbe  second  and  third  gene-ration.  Only  one  year  ago  traveling  in  Kansas,  on  a  dreary 
night  train,  with  no  sleeping  car  attached,  I  had  worried  tbrougb  tbe  weary  hours  nnttl 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  cars  stopped  at  Fort  Scott.  I  was  slowly  pacing 
up  and  down  tbe  aisle,  when  in  came  Asa  Hatcblason,  violin  in  band,  and  a  troop  of  boys 
and  glria  bdrfad  hfm.  There  we  iU)od  fkee  to  tsee,  both  well  oo  the  abady  side  of  ^zt7' 
flvo,  our  locks  as  white  n-<  wnow,  each  thinking  the  other  was  too  old  for  such  hnrtl  joTir- 
nqrs,bestUUlaglug,IsUUpr«iachiog  " equal righUio all."  "WeU«"ssldI,  "Asa,  this  U 
averynnebrbtlanhotirforyon toheskj'larkingoTertliepraiileaafKansas."  "Ah!** said 
ho,  dolorously,  "this  is  uo  r-kylarkiug ;  we  sung  lust  nlj^ht  until  near  eleven  o'clock, 
shook  bands,  and  talked  until  twelve ;  arose  about  two,  waited  an  hoar  at  a  cold  depot* 
and  we  all  IMI  aaeroaa  as  beai*.**  **Icaa  sympathlae  with  yon,"  I  replied ;  '*  I  spent  fbo 
hours  unUl  twelve  as  you  did,  enterfall^blg  my  countrymen  and  women,  and  have  been 
tr>-ing  to  fftt  ever  since."  In  talking  over  old  times  nntU  the  day  dawned  we  forgot  our 
fatigue,  and  as  I  left  Uie  card  they  gave  me  a  parting  salute  with  tbe  "  good  time  coming." 
How  well  I  remember  tbe  power  of  the  young  Hntchlnsons  in  tbe  old  mob  days  ;  four 
brothers  and  one  sister  Ptandini;  side  by  side  on  the  plntform  in  Faneuil  Hall,  Bu:»ton. 
So  hated  were  tbe  Abolitlooittts  and  their  doctrines,  tbat  not  even  Wendell  Phillips  or 
▲bbjK«iljooiildgeta1iea>h|g,htttwlMn  theeweat  ahigeie  ftom  the  eld  Oianlta  State 
came  forward  silonco  reigned,  tO  be  bmhani  hovefer,  4he  momenk  tbe  last  notes  of  har> 
ffiony  died  upon  their  Upa.  X.  C.  S. 
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Miss  Brown  refuted  through  T?ie  New  York  Tribune.  In  this  way, 
with  conventions  being  continually  held  at  the  fabhionable  watering 
places*  in  the  summer,  aad  at  the  center  of  legislative  aasemblies 
in  the  winter,  New  York  was  compelled  to  give  some  attention  to 
the  question.  A  Woman's  Bights  meeting  and  a  hearing  were  of 
annnkl  oeeoneiioe  as  regular  as  the  eoovening  of  the  LegiaSatuie. 

ALBANY  COliVSimON,  1855. 

The  second  Convention  at  Albany  was  held  in  the  Green  Street 
Universalist  Oharch,  February  18  and  14,  1855.  Martha  0.  Wright 
presided ;  the  usual  speakersf  were  present,  and  letters  of  sympathy 
were  received  from  Wendell  Phillips,  T.  W.  Higginson,  Elisabeth 
Cakes  Smith,  Elisabeth  Cady  Stanton,  fiq>reBBing  regret  at  not  being 
able  to  attend. 

LSrrXS  FBOM  HOSAOE  GREELEY. 

Nkw  Toss,  JUniory  8, 1866. 

BcsAX  B.  AsTttOsr. 
DSAX  Fbibiid:— I  can  not  be  in  Albanj  next  week,  beesma  I  sone  tinie 

•inoe  promised  to  speak  on  Wednesday  ia  Uaiae^  and  must  keep  m;  eo;;age> 

ment.  Nor.  inrleed,  can  I  deem  it  of  any  consoqiience  that  I  sliould  attend  your 
Convention.  You  know,  already,  that  I  am  thoroughly  committed  to  the  princi- 
ple that  MDoman  thaU  deeide/or  her»e\f  whether  ahe  shall  have  a  voice  and  a  vote 
in  legislation,  or  aball  ooolinne  to  be  represented  and  legielated  ftr  endvrively 
by  num. 

My  own  judgment  is  tliat  woman*8  presence  in  the  arena  of  politic*  would  be 
useful  and  beneficent ;  but  I  do  not  assume  to  judge  for  her.  She  must  con- 
sider, determine,  and  act  for  herself.  WbeneTer  fhe  shall  in  earnest  have  re- 
folved  that  her  own  wellhre  and  that  of  the  noe  will  be  pionoted  by  ber  dalm* 
ing  a  Toioe  in  the  direetion  of  dvil  goremment,  es  I  think  she  nltimatdy  will 
do,  then  the  day  of  htt  emsaeipation  will  be  near.  That  day  I  will  hope  yet  to 
flee.  Tonrs,  Horace  Okkblby. 

Of  the  hearings  before  the  Legislatare  whidx  followed  this  Gonven- 
tion,  we  give  the  report  from 

The  Albany  Begiiter,  February  17,  1855. 

JTJST  ANP  KgUAL  KIGHT8 — HEAKIN(;  liKKoKE  THE  ASSEMBLY  CoMilJTIKE. 

The  select  Committee  of  tlic  Assembly,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  for 
Woman ^s  Rights,  granted  a  hearing  to  the  petitionern  in  the  Assembly  Chamber 
on  flaturdsj  evening.  EnMetine  L.  Roee,  Antoinette  Brown,  and  Snssn  Bl  An- 


•SiinitoLra,  N'uipara,  aod  Twnton  Falls;  Clifton,  Avon,  Sharon,  and  Ballst^m  Sprinirs 
Lake  Qeorge,  etc  In  making  the  toar  ia  1880,  Miss  Brown  and  liisa  Anthony  had  soma 
iedMr6hieat>eooff  meettoKs  in  the  groreeof  OUftonead  TmtoD  thet  were  highly  praised 
Iqr  flie  pien  and  the  jieople,  end  tn  the  long  emmer  dajye  ntoet  channlng  to  theieedfee, 

+  The  speakers  were  Samael  J.  May,  Emefltine  L.  Rose,  Antoinette  L.  Brown,  Canle 
D.  Filkins,  Lydia  A.  Jenkins,  Aaron  M.  Powell,  Uou.  Wm.  Hay,  Snsan  B.  Asthony. 
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thony  represented  the  petitioners.  The  arguments  were  eble,  and  well  reeeiveil. 

Members  of  the  Committee  and  others  sent  up  a  uumlH?r  of  questions  which 
the  ladies  promptly  auswere-l,  with  a  due  sprinkling  of  wit,  logic,  and  sarcasm, 
greatly  to  the  entertainment  of  the  autlience,  which  did  not  disperse  until  after 
eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  Bickeraon,  fitm  tbe  Selecfc  Oommltlee,  to  whom  was  tefetred  **The 
Petition  Ibr  the  Right  of  Suffrage,"  stated  that  after  mature  oomiderotion  the 

Committee  unanimously  report  adversely  to  the  pmyer  of  the  petitionprs."  Mr. 
Rickerson,  from  the  same  Committee  to  whom  was  ref-rred  the  pttition  for  the 
just  and  equal  civil  rights  of  woman,  said:  " The  Committee  have  given  the 
petition  that  esaminntlon  which  time  nod  dicnmstances  would  allow,  and  xe- 
•port  fiiTonbly  thereon,  aa  embraced  in  the  Ull,"  wbicb  they  introduced.* 

The  petitions  of  1856  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
Samuel  A.  Foote,  Chairman.  Mr.  Foote  was  at  one  time  a  member 
of  the  bar  of  New  York,  associating  with  some  of  tlie  first  families 
in  the  State — a  son,  a  husband,  a  father — and  yet  in  his  raaturer 
years  he  had  so  little  respect  for  himself,  his  mother,  wife,  and 
daughters  as  to  present  iu  a  dignified  legislative  assembly  the  fol* 
lowing  report  on  a  grave  qiieetion  of  Hamm  rights— a  piece  of 
buffijonery  worthy  only  a  mbimtebank  in  a  eireos: 

LBonLAmrB  BBFORr  cas  womkh's  biohib. 

ICr.  Foote,  from  the  Jodidary-  Ctaimittee,  made  a  report  oa  Women's  Bights 
that  set  the  whole  House  in  roan  of  laughter : 

"The  Committee  is  composed  of  married  and  single  gentlemen.  The  bache- 
lors on  the  Committee,  with  becoming  diffidence,  have  left  the  sobject  pretty 
much  to  the  married  gentlemen.  They  have  considered  it  with  the  aid  of  the 
light  they  have  be0M«  tiiem  and  the  experience  murled  life  baa  gi?en  them. 
Tbna  aided,  they  ate  enabled  to  stale  tliat  the  ladiea  ahraya  have  the  beet  place 
and  choicest  titbit  at  the  table.  They  have  the  best  seat  in  the  cars,  carriages, 
and  sleighs;  the  warmest  phc«.-  in  the  winter,  and  the  coolest  place  in  the 
summer.  They  have  their  clioice  on  which  side  of  the  bed  they  will  lie.  front 
or  back.  A  lady's  dress  costa  three  times  as  much  as  that  of  a  gentleman ; 
and,  at  the  pnasot  time,  witb  the  pferailing  fashion,  one  lady  occupies  three 
limes  sa  mndi  space  in  the  world  aa  a  gentleman. 

"  It  has  thus  appeared  to  the  married  gentlemen  of  your  Oommittee,  being  a 
majority  (the  baclielors  being  silent  for  the  reason  mentioned,  and  also  prolj- 
ably  for  the  further  reascm  that  they  are  still  suitors  for  the  favors  of  the 
gentler  sex),  that,  if  there  is  any  inequality  or  oppression  in  the  case,  the 


*  If  the  Intestate beamanladniaa  IMafTt  aad  having  lived  with  his  wife  dortogmenlage, 

or  If  the  Intestate  be  a  married  woman  Hvlnp  or  having?  lived  with  her  husband  daring 
marriage,  and  sbaU  die  without  lawful  desceadonts,  bom  or  tu  be  bom  of  i»ach  marriage, 
or  a  prior  mtiriaRe,  tiie  faiberitanee  shall  descend  to  the  surviving  hnsbend  ni  wife,  as 
tbe  case  may  be,  during;  bta  or  her  natural  life,  whottier  the  fnberitMiee  came  to  the  In* 
testate  on  the  part  of  the  mother  or  father  or  otherwise. 
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geotlcnieD  are  the  gnffinecs.  Tbey.  howeTcr,  liave  preieBted  no  petition*  ftt 
redr^s;  ha^ng*  doubtleM,  made  up  tbdr  mlnda  to  ]i«M  to  an  inedtable 

destiny. 

**  On  the  whole,  the  Committee  have  concluded  to  recommend  no  measure, 
except  thet  as  they  have  obaerred  lerera]  instaDces  in  which  husband  and  wife 
have  both  ilgned  ^  lane  pelitioiL  Inaooli  easa,thejivoold  raoomiiieiid  dio 
parties  to  apply  far  a  law  anthorUiig  them  to  cbaage  dresses,  so  tbat  fbe 

liuaband  raay  wear  petticoats,  and  the  wife  the  breeches,  and  thus  indicate  to 
their  neighbors  and  the  public  the  true  relation  in  which  they  stand  to  each 
other." 

AflSBMBLT — ^WOMBf'B  UOim. 

Mr.  Pbutdbboast  presented  several  petitions  asking  for  an  extension  of 
WoneD'k  RIgbtiu  Mr.  P.  atated  liiat  undoubtedly  the  Jodldafy  ma  the  proper 
Committee  to  Toceive  tiieae  petitloiu;  but  the  petitioners  had  signified  to  him 

that,  from  a  recent  manifestation  on  the  part  of  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee 
(Judge  Foote),  they  would  prefer  tliat  the  petition  should  be  referred  to  some 
other  Committee.  He  therefore  moved  their  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Clalni. 

Mr.  NoBTHUF  seoooded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Foots  remarked,  that  if  there  was  any  other  Committee  of  this  HooM 
that  would  or  Godd  uneez  the  female  sex,  he  Jiad  no  olgectioo  to  the  referenoo 
moved. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Lvdi'a  Mott,  in  a  letter  to  Susan  B.  Anthony,  nnder  date  of 
Albany,  March  15, 1856,  says : 

I  mail  a  paper  to  yon,  oontaining  tiio  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Fooled  report  on  onr 

potitiong.  I  hardly  expected  any  report  this  winter.  I  am  glad  he  made  one; 
am  only  sorry  it  was  verbal.  Tiiere  onght  to  have  been  a  large  number  printed 
for  circulation.  I  hope  you  won't  get  discouraged ;  remember  the  good  work 
goes  biavely  on,  the  Honorable  Legislature  to  the  contrary  noliHthilaodhig. 
We  iball  get  an  we  demand  on*  of  tbeee  daya.  Our  reform  la  so  oompre- 
hensive,  we  must  not  expect  a  tndden  change  in  public  opinion.  Only  see  how 
long  we  have  been  laboring  to  convert  p«'Ople  ia  the  one  self  evident  truth  that 
a  man  has  a  right  to  himself;  and  where  are  we  now  after  a  quarter  of  a  cent- 
ury ?  No ;  we  must  not  be  disheartened.  Our  labor  has  not  been  in  vain.  I 
aee  its  good  eftcta  ereiy  day,  and  they  will  crmtinne  to  multiply. 

Only  tiiink,  here  in  our  midst  we  have  a  constant  testimony  borne  to  good 
andirnces  every  Sunday.  I  don't  know  whether  I  wrote  you  what  a  true  man 
we  have  in  the  Unitarian  Church,  anrl  what  a  treat  his  sermons  are  to  me.  You 
remember  A.  D.  Mayo,  who  has  written  letters  to  our  Conventions;  he  doesn't 
oome  as  an  Unitarian,  but  as  an  Independent  It  can  not  be  otberwlBe  than 
that  he  will  do  a  world  of  good.  He  gave  to  day  one  of  the  bohtot  aa  well  aa 
flneat  sermons  I  have  ever  heard — ^Ibll  of  noble  thoughts.  He  always  r»x>gnises 
woman  in  every  department.  It  amuses  me  to  see  the  effect  on  aome  of  the 
women  as  he  portrays  woman  side  by  side  with  man,  always  making  her  his 
equal  in  every  poeitiou.  Mr.  Mayo  is  the  first  minister  who  has  filled  the 
cbnreh,  and  the  only  one  tiiat  baa  not  seemed  altaid  of  his  own  abadow.  Mr. 
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Garrison  beard  Itlm  wben  here;  nid  be  could  not  wisb  to  change  one  word  or 
to  add  one  to  bU  iermoo.  That  from  Qarriaon  ia  aajUig  a  great  dcaL 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Hay,  who  always  aided  us  and  watched  the 
Let^islature  very  closely  in  its  action  upon  our  quebliou,  in  a  letter 
to  Miss  Anthony,  dated  March  20,  1850,  said: 

4 

I  write  this  in  the  Aasenibly  Chamber  whieb  baa  so  reeently  been  disgraced 
by  an  old  fogy — Sam.  A.  Fuote.  He  c^in  not,  however,  prevent  the  agitation 
as  to  Woman's  Kights.  That  of  Suffrage  has  been  discussed  several  timt  s  this 
week,  incidentally,  in  both  Uousea,  and  will  be  up  here  again  to-morrow 
directly  

Jlansh  Mat  he  aaya:  The  petftiOB  from  WltOD,  Ubter  Comty,  waa  preaented 

yesterday,  and  referred  to  the  Gommittee  on  Claims,  instead  of  the  Judiciary 
or  a  Select  Committee.  It  is  thtw  manifest  that  the  cause  is  not  to  be  put  down 
or  even  passed  by  with  contemptuous  silence,  vulgar  abuse,  or  conserrative 
soora.  Foote  squealed  out  his  angry  opposition,  in  the  old  stupid  slang  (or 
Shakeapeare  perrerted  from  *']laobeth'0,  about  miaexing  woman  with  the 
right  of  snffltage^  and  endeaTored  to  contrast  it  wifli  pvoperty-daims;  aa  if  the 
revolutionfiry  maxim  concerning  tfixatinn  and  representation  going  together  is 
not  a  property  rule.  I  suspect,  too,  that  personal  riglits,  secured  by  the  right 
preserrative  of  all  rights,  are  more  important  than  mere  property  rights.  But 
thegr  need  not  be  diatingnlihed  in  that  refqpect  The  proceeding  is  (even  if 
without  any  present  benefidal  leaolt)  n  triumph;  beeanae  it  prom  to  Judge 
Foote  and  others  that  the  Woman's  Rights  petitions  (or  rather  demands)  most 
receive  suitable  consideration  and,  at  least,  a  respectful  report. 

Next  winter  we  may  hope  to  be  more  successful — if  not  then,  success  is 
merely  postponed.  It  has  become  a  question  of  time  only,  and  perhaps  of 
place— probably  Nebraska  I 

THE  8XVSNTH  KATIOVAL  WOXAn'b  BIOHTB  OOFVERIIOir. 

Fnnnant  to  a  eall  iwaed  by  the  Central  Ooomiittee^  the  Berenth 
National  Woman's  Bights  Convention  was  held  in  New  York,  at 
the  Broadway  Tabernade^  November  26  and  SO,  1856. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Martha  C.  Wright, 
President  of  the  last  Convention. 

The  officers  were  daly  appointed.* 


*  PndiUiU.—l.Mcj  Stone. 

Vk»'Fmideia».—Ljxcn\i&  Mott,  of  Pennaylvanla  ;  Elisabeth  Jonea,  of  Ohio ;  Uev.  T. 
W.  Hlgglason,  of  MasaacbnsetU  :  Cornelia  Moore,  of  New  Jenqr.  A.  BronsOD  Alcott, 
of  New  Hampshire  ;  Siimh  H.  Ilallock,  of  New  York. 

A^rtorie*.— Martha  C.  Wright,  of  New  York ;  Oliver  Johnsou,  of  New  York ;  Henrlelta 
JohasoD,  of  New  Jtmej. 

BuMnrxs  OTmmiffM.— Ernestine  L.  Rose,  Susau  B.  Anthony,  WeDdsD  FUOlpSi  Jsmsi 
Mott«  Maiiana  Johnson,  T.  W.  Higghiaon,  William  Green,  Jr. 

SVasfiimr.— Wesdall  FMUips. 

Jlniiimii  0  list  11  B<  AalboDy. 
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Loot  Svoin,  on  taking  the  chair,  said :  I  am  anre  that  all  praeBt  will  agree 

urith  me  that  tliis  is  a  day  of  cont^atulation.  It  in  our  Seventh  Annual  Natifinal 
Woman's  Rights  Convention.  Our  first  eflFort  was  made  in  a  small  room  in 
Boston,  where  a  few  women  were  gathered,  who  had  learned  woman's  rightsi  by 
woman's  wrongs.  There  had  been  only  one  meeting  in  Ohio,  and  two  in  New 
York.  The  lawt  wm  yet  againat  na,  ettstooi  waa  againat  ns,  prejudice  waa 
Against  ns,  and  more  than  ail,  women  were  againat  na.    We  were  strong  only 

in  the  miglit  of  our  riglit  and,  nmr,  when  this  seventh  year  has  brought  US 
together  again,  we  can  say  as  did  a  laborer  in  the  Republican  party,  though  all 
is  not  gained,  "  we  are  without  a  wound  in  our  faith,  without  a  wound  in  our 
hope,  and  stronger  than  when  we  began."  Never  before  haa  any  refbrmntory 
Bowment  gained  ao  nrach  in  ao  ihort  n  time.  When  we  began,  the  atatnte 
books  were  covered  with  laws  against  women,  which  an  eminent  juriat  (Judge 
Walker)  said  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  statute  books  of  any  heathen  nation. 

Now  almost  every  Northern  State  has  more  or  less  njo<lifled  its  laws.  The 
Legislature  of  Maine,  after  having  granted  nearly  all  other  property  rights  to 
wivea,  finrnd  %  bill  before  it  asking  that  n  wifo  should  be  entitled  to  what  she 
earns,  but  a  certain  member  grew  fearful  that  wives  would  bring  in  bills  fof 
their  daily  service,  and,  by  an  eloquent  appeal  to  pockets,  the  measure  was  lost 
for  the  time,  but  that  which  has  secured  other  rights  will  secure  this.  In 
Massachusetts,  by  the  old  laws,  a  wife  owned  nothing  but  the  fee  simple  in  her 
real  estate.  And  even  for  that,  she  oonid  not  make  s  will  withont  ^  written 
andonement  of  her  husband,  permitti  ng  her  to  do  so.  Two  years  ago  the  law 
,  was  so  changed  that  she  now  holds  the  al>snlute  right  to  her  entire  property* 
earnings  included.  Vcrm(»nt,  New  Uampehire,  and  Rhode  Island  have  al^^o 
very  much  amended  their  statutes.  New  York,  the  proud  Empire  8tate,  has, 
by  the  diraot  efbit  of  thia  movement,  secured  to  wivea  every  pro|>erty  right 
eouept  earnings.  During  two  yean  a  bill  haa  been  before  tiie  Legiaiatnre, 
which  provides  that  if  a  husband  be  a  drunkard,  a  profligate,  or  has  abandoned 
his  wife,  she  may  have  a  right  to  her  own  earnings.  It  hns  not  passed.  Two 
hundred  years  hence  that  bill  will  be  quoted  as  a  proof  of  the  barbarism  of  the 
times ;  now  it  is  a  proof  of  progress. 

Ohio,  niinoia,  and  Indiana  have  also  very  materially  modified  thdr  laws. 
And  Wisconsin — God  bless  these  young  States — ^has  granted  almost  all  that 
has  been  asked  e.\cept  the  right  of  sufTrage.  And  even  tbi.s.  Senator  Shnles,* 
in  an  able  minority  report  on  the  subject,  said,  **  is  only  a  question  of  time, 
and  as  sure  to  triumph  as  God  is  just."  It  proposed  that  the  Convention 
which  meets  in  two  years  to  amend  die  Conatitation  of  the  Btate  ahould  coo* 
aider  the  subject.  In  Michigan,  too,  it  haa  been  moved  that  women  should 
hare  u  right  to  their  own  babies,  which  none  of  you,  ladies,  liave  here  in  New 
York.  The  motion  caused  much  discussion  in  the  Legislutiuc.  and  it  would 
probably  have  been  carried  bad  not  a  disciple  of  Urigham  Y(;uug*s,  a  Mormon 
member,  defoated  the  bill.  In  Nebraaka  everything  is  bright  for  our  canie. 
Mrs.  Bloomer  ia  then,  and  ahe  has  circulated  petf  tions,  claiming  for  women  the 
right  to  vote.  A  bill  to  that  effect  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
>va>i  lost  in  the  Senate,  onl  v  because  of  the  too  early  closing  of  the  session. 
'1  hat  iict  of  justice  to  woman  would  be  gained  in  Nebraska  first,  and  scores  of 


*  At  the  close  of  Chapter  on  Lidlooa,  p.  816. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Lord  Brougham  in  PcDrUammiU  633 

women  would  go  tlwM  tliat  fhaj  might  be  made  dtifMui,  aad  be  no 

longer  subjects. 

In  addition  to  these  great  legal  changes,  achieved  so  directly  by  this  r«k. 
form^  we  find  also  that  women  have  entered  upon  many  new  and  more 
remunerative  Industrial  poienits;  thas  being  miabled  to  save  ttiemrielTes 
ftom  tiie  bitternesa  of  dependent  positions,  or  from  lives  of  Infamy.  Oar 
demand  that  Ilarrard  and  Yale  Colleges  should  ndinit  women,  though 
not  yielded,  only  waits  for  a  little  more  time.  And  while  they  wait,  nu- 
merous petty  "  female  oollege»  "  have  sprung  into  being,  indicative  of  the 
Juttoe  of  oor  elalm  tbat  a  eoilege  edtteation  dKmld  be  granted  totvomMi. 
Not  one  of  theee  fraiale  ooUegee  (whieb  are  all  eeeond  or  third  rate,  and 
their  whole  eoune  of  study  only  about  equal  to  what  completee  the 
sophomore  year  in  our  best  colleges)  meets  the  demand  of  the  age,  and  so 
will  eventually  perish.  Oberlin  and  Antioch  Colleges  in  Ohio,  and 
Lima  College  in  ^ew  York,  admit  women  on  termu  nearly  equal  with 
men. 

In  England,  too,  the  olainui  of  women  are  maMng  progwwe.  The  most 

Influential  papers  in  London  have  urged  the  propriety  of  women  physi- 
cians. Also  a  petition  was  sent  to  Parliament  lant  year,  signed  by  the 
Brownings,  the  Howitts,  Harriet  Martineau,  Mrs.  Gaakell,  and  Mrs.  Jame- 
eon,  asking  for  Just  such  rights  as  we  claim  here.  It  was  presented  by 
Lord  Brougham,  and  was  respeetfally  leeeived  by  Parliament.  The  bal- 
lot has  not  yet  been  yielded;  but  It  oan  not  be  ftv  off  w]ieik,aa  In  the  hwt 
Presidential  contest,*  women  were  urged  to  attend  political  meetings, 
and  a  woman's  name  was  made  one  of  the  rallying  cries  of  the  party  of 
progress.  The  enthusiasm  which  everywhere  greeted  the  name  of  Jessiet 
was  so  Unt  a  recognition  of  woman's  right  to  paitidpate  in  politics. 
EnooDiaged  by  the  soeeess  of  theee  seven  years  of  eflbrt,  Irt  ns  eontlnne 
with  unfailing  fldslity  to  labor  for  the  practical  recognition  of  the  great 
truth,  that  all  human  rights  inhere  in  each  human  being.  We  welcome  to 
this  platform  man  and  women  irrespective  of  creed,  country,  or  color; 
those  who  dissent  from  us  as  freely  as  those  who  agree  with  us. 

'BaanuBOKB  K  Boab,  from  the  Bualnees  Oommlttee,  reported  a  series  of 
vesolntioaia4 


•  John  C.  Fremont**  ouapalgo.  f  Mis.  Jesde  Benton  Vlrsnoat 

1 1  JfeniMcr,  Thittbe  closeof  sPMiidsnlUeleetioosabffds  «  peeaUuly  an^prbts 
o  r       to  renew  the  densadsof  womta  for  a  conalstent  H^plleatlott  of  Decnocnlle 

priDciplen. 

&  JBMolwiir,  That  fhe  RepeUfeao  Fkrty,  appeallm;  constnnfly,  throogh  Its  orttors,  to 

fvtnale  sympathy,  and  using  for  its  most  popular  rallyiug  cry  a  female  aame.  Id  peculiar* 
Iv  pledirod  by  coiisLstency,  to  do  juutlce  liLTt*:ifter  In  those  Stales  where  it  holds  control. 

3.  Hfnuivfd,  That  the  Democratic  Party  must  be  utterly  false  to  it«  name  and  profe&^eU 
principles,  or  else  mnst  extend  thetr  sppllcaUon  to  both  halves  of  the  human  nioe, 

4.  Re»olwd,  That  the  prfsent  uncertain  and  inconsistent  poeltion  of  woman  in  our  com- 
munity, not  fully  recognized  either  a«  a  slave  or  aa  an  equal,  taxed  but  nut  represented, 
enllioriiod  to  cam  pruperty  but  not  free  to  control  tt,  pennitled  to  prepaie  pspen  fOr 
scientific  bodies  hut  not  to  road  them,  urged  to  form  polltlc;d  opinion^  Imt  not  allowed 
to  vote  apoD  them,  ail  marlu  a  traualtlonal  period  lo  human  history  which  can  uot  I'^og 
•ifttBrs. 
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The  Preeident  stated  that  several  letters  had  been  reeel?ed,  one 
frcfUi  IVaiieiB  Jackson,  of  Boston,  one  of  the  noblest  of  the  noble  men 
of  the  age,  incLosing  $50,  wbidi,  he  sajs,  he  giyes  **to  help  thv 
nghteoos  esnse  along.**  Also  a  letter  the  Bev.  Samuel  John- 
son, of  Salem,  Hassaehnsetts,  whieh  woold  be  lead  by  Kr.  ffiggin* 
son. 

Bev.  T.  W.  Hieemsoir  said  he  was  much  more  wilHng  to  be  called  upon 
to  read  the  words  of  others  at  this  time,  than  to  utter  poor  words  of  his 
own.  There  wen'  muiiy  who  came  Into  a  Woman's  Rights  Convention 
and  started  to  find  men  on  the  platform.  He  oould  only  say,  that  in  these 
timss,  and  with  tlia  pfesent  light,  tbeie  ms  no  plaee  wheie  «  man  oonld 
redeem  his  manhood  better  than  on  the  Woivaa^s  Bi^bts  natfotm. 
Gentlemen  in  distant  seats  were  perhaps  trembling  to  think  that  they 
had  actually  got  that  far  into  this  dangerous  place.  They  might  think 
themselves  well  off— no,  badly  off— If  the  maelstrom  did  not  draw  them 
neaMr  and  naanr  and  naaier  in,  as  it  did  htm.  Ha  began,  like  them, 
hesitating  and  amiiing  on  the  baak  seats;  thejr  saw  wliat  ha  had  got  to 
now,  and  he  hoped  they,  too,  might  get  into  such  noble  company  before 
long.  He  was  prouder  to  train  in  this  band  than  to  be  at  the  head  of  the 
play-soldiers  who  were  marching  through  the  streets  to-day,  and  immor- 
talizing themselves  by  not  failing,  so  utterly  as  some  of  their  companions, 
to  hit  flome  easy  target.  Tlioae  ware  play-soldlsse;  tiieso  were  scridiers  in 

Men  talk  a  great  deal  of  nonsense  about  thf»  woman's  rights  movement. 
He  never  knew  a  husband  who  was  df-uiolished  iu  an  argument  by  his 
wife,  or  a  young  gentleman  who  found  his  resources  of  reason  entirely 
need  up  by  a  young  lady,  who  did  not  fliU  book  at  last  when  there  waa 
no  retreat^  and  say:  *'It^s  no  nse;  yon  4Mui*t  rsason  with  a  woman." 
Well,  so  it  would  seem  in  their  case.  Others  shelter  themselves  behind 
the  general  statement,  that  they  don't  wish  to  marry  a  woman*s  rights 
woman.  I  have  no  doubt  the  woman's  rights  women  reciprocate  the 
wish.  These  appear  to  have  some  anxiety  about  dinner — that  seems  to 
be  the  troable.  Jean  Fanl,  the  German,  wanted  to  have  a  wife  who 
oonld  cook  him  something  good;  and  Mrs.  Frederica  Bremer,  the  novelist* 
remarked,  that  a  wife  can  always  conciliate  her  husband  hy  having  some- 
thing to  stop  his  mouth.  In  a  conversation  in  Philadelphia  the  other 
day,  a  young  lawyer,  when  told  that  Mrs.  Emma  K.  Cue  was  studying 


5.  BmM,  Thai  the  mala  power  of  the  «oimii*s  ilglita  movedMnt  lies  In  this:  that 

while  always  demanding  for  wonoan  better  edncation,  ^H>ttcr  cmployrncnt,  and  better  l«wtj 
it  bM  kept  steadily  in  Tlew  the  one  cardinal  demand  fur  tbu  rigbt  of  auSk^ge ;  in  a  de- 
uoeracy  the  aymbol  and  gmmitee  of  all  other  tfghta. 

6.  Beiwlved,  That  the  monopoly  of  thp  ck-ctlve  fninoliSse,  nnc!  thereby  all  the  powers  of 
legialatlTe  govemmeDt  by  man,  solely  on  the  ground  of  sex,  in  a  usarpatlon,  condemned 
aHke  by  reasoo  and  eoBflMMMeote,  snhverdve  of  all  ttie  prlnciploa  of  Jnstlce,  opprMslTe 
and  demoralizing  in  its  operation,  und  insulting  to  the  dignity  of  human  nature. 

7.  Hmtvtit  That  while  the  constant  progress  of  lav,  education,  and  indostry  prove 
lhatottrenatis  Ibr  women  In  these  respects  are  not  wasted,  we  yot  proolalm  ooraalTea 
niwatlalled,  aod  are  only  eneonragad  to  renewed  efforts,  until  the  whole  be  gained. 


Digitized  by  GoOgle 


I 


Letter  from  Sdmud  Jchnaon.  635 

law  with  the  intention  of  practicing,  remarked,  that  he  should  never  see 
her  In  Court,  but  she  would  remind  him  of  mince  pif  s;  to  which  the  gen- 
tloman  he  was  in  conversation  with,  observed  that  he  had  bettor  not  get 
her  M  his  antagoniat  in  trying  a  salt,  or  she  would  remind  him  of  minced 
meat.  Having  ghran  two  or  three  examples  of  the  nonsenee  of  men  upon 
this  subject,  he  would  now  read  them  some  sense.  The  letter  was  from 
one  of  the  most  elotpient  and  learned  of  the  younger  clergy  of  New  En- 
gland; a  man  pospesncd  of  powers  of  genius  and  practical  wisdom  which 
would  yet  make  him  heard  in  a  larger  sphere  than  that  which  he  now  oc- 
enpied.  It  was  not  the  old  English  8am.  Johnson  who  said  that  there 
never  was  a  lawsuit  or  a  qoarrelwfaem  a  woman  was  not  at  the  bottom  of 
it.*'  This  was  Sam.  Jobneon  Amerfeanind,  and  of  eonrse  be  was  a 
woman's  rights  man. 

LSITBB  nOM  AAMUSL  JOHNSOK. 

Salbic,  October  4, 1S56. 
DBAS  Friuid    In  compljing  witii  your  d«dm  that  I  should  send  a  few  words 

to  the  WomaD*B  Rights  OonrentioQ,  I  am  quite  awsre  that  in  tiiis  matter  in- 
finitely more  depends  upon  what  women  do  than  upon  what  men  say;  neverthe- 
less,  if  my  confession  of  faith  will  be  of  the  least  service,  it  shall  not  be  wanting. 

I  regard  this  movement  as  no  less  than  the  sum  and  crown  of  all  our  moral 
enterprises;  as  a  proelsmation  eatiie  social  freedom,  never  practicable  until 
now.  I  welcome  It^  not  merely  beeanse  it  aims  at  dettvefiiqf  half  the  hanaa 
race  from  constnlnts  that  degrade  and  demoralize  the  whole,  bat  also  becanse 
it  is  opening  a  new  spiritual  hcmipphere,  destined  to  put  a  new  heart  into  onr 
semi-barbarian  theology,  politics,  manners,  literature,  and  law.  Au(i  especially 
do  I  rejoice,  that  baying  defrauded  tbe  feminine  element  of  iis  due  share  in 
practical  alldn  fbr  somany  ages,  and  Ibnnd  oortMlvss,  as  a  aatualoansequence, 
drifting  toward  barbarism  wifli  all  ear  weaMi  and  wisdom,  we  are  compelled 
at  last  to  learn  that  justice  to  woman  h  simply  mercy  to  oanelvea. 

Doubtless  the  main  obstacles  to  this  work  come  from  hrr  own  sex,  Strang^e 
if  it  were  not  so;  if  the  meagre  hope  doled  out  to  women  hither'.o  should  have 
unfitted  them  to  believe  that  such  a  function  awaits  them.  Strange  if  they  did 
not  hut  a  thonmod  perils  in  the  untried  way  of  freedom.  But  the  unwise  dis- 
trust wiU  have  to  he  abandoned;  and  so  will  the  conventional  flippancy  and 
contempt.  I  think  the  grand  duty  of  eveiy  bmiomble  man  toward  this  effort  at 
emancipation  is  simjily  rwf  to  stand  in  its  iray.  For  how  much  is  really  covered 
by  that  duty  ?  It  means  that  he  must  wash  his  hands  of  every  law  or  prejudice 
that  dooms  woman  to  an  inferior  positiooi  and  makes  her  the  victim  of  miser- 
able wages  and  iktal  competitions  with  hersdf.  It  means  that  be  must  clear 
bimielf  of  this  senseless  twaddte  about  woman's  sphere,"  a  mattsr  surely  no 
more  for  his  legislation,  than  his  ''sphere''  is  for  hers;  and  one  upon  which,  at 
this  stniro  of  their  experience,  it  is  unbecoming  in  either  to  dogmatize  ;  and  it 
means  that,  as  a  simple  act  of  justice,  he  must  resign  to  her  the  control  of  her 
own  earnings,  seenre  her  ikir  uid  ftdl  culture,  and  welcome  her  to  the  pulpit, 
the  bar,  flie  medical  prolhBalon,  and  to  whatever  other  posts  of  public  useAatnese 
she  may  prepare  herself  to  fUL  As  long  as  he  fails  of  doing  this,  he  is  unjustly 
interfering  with  her  sacred  rights;  and  c^fUr  he  has  done  this,  he  may  safely 
leave  the  rest  to  her. 
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It  ii  hnmlliatlng  indeed  tint  nambemof  well-dispoead  pereons  shmild  ant 

recognise  so  plain  a  duty.  I  have  no  patience  to  argne  it.  The  moral  logle  of 
this  movewpnt  is  as  patent  as  the  simplest  rule  in  arithmetic.  Every  argument 
brought  against  it  resolves  itself  into  a  sneer  at  woman's  capacity,  or  an  anxiety 
kst  the  distinction  God  has  established  between  the  sexes  will  not  bear  testing ; 
or,  what  is  more  connnon  sfill,  thoogh  oomnd  iipiii  a  tboosaad  ways,  the  brutish 
asMrtioQ  that  "  might  makse  right. Tliere  is  but  one  answer  to  these  impeiti* 
nenci*«,  and  that  the  suoress  of  individual  women  in  the  work  they  set  about. 
The  current  ridicule  iit  "  doing  justice  to  women"  will  pas9  for  the  sheer  vul- 
garity it  is,  when  so  many  women  shall  do  justice  to  themselves,  that  they  can 
not  be  taken  aserawpdoDs  topioTe  the  mle.  And  this  tooeess  depends  on  their 
i»wn  wills.  The  noble  use  of  God*s  gifts  shsll  make  its  mark  in  tills  world.  As 
sure  as  God  livee,  it  shall  compel  a  bcc  >ming  respect.  For  more  and  more  of 
these  lessons  in  true  honor  do  we  pniy;  for  the  very  name  of  manhood  must 
make  us  blush,  so  long  as  it  is  identitied  with  these  airs  of  patronage  and  con- 
trol, these  insulting  obeisances,  theee  flatterers  of  what' is  childish  in  women, 
these  sanasma  npon  what  is  noUast;  worse  tiian.  all,  this  willingness  to 
derive  gain  flNNn  fbo  degradation  and  suffering  of  the  sex  it  professes  to  adore. 
And  words  are  poor  to  exprc-s  the  gratitude  that  shall  be  forever  due  to  those 
women  whose  moral  energy  shall  rebuke  this  littlencsa,  and  stir  true  manliness 
in  man.         With  sincere  respect,  I  am  truly  your  friend, 

SAwmL  JomnoM* 

BninnnniL.  Boo  ranaiked,  that  ia  fbelotter  read  by  Mir.  Higglnson  there 
was  one  santenoe  that  atriMsk  her  with  great  force,  yis:  that  it  is  of  far  greater 
importance  what  woman  does  than  what  man  thinks  ;  and,  she  would  add,  \vl):it 
woman  thinks.  The  intluenct-  of  what  @he  had  done  was  felt  not  only  in  this 
country,  but  throughout  the  entire  continent  of  Europe. 

The  anIAior  of  that  letter  had  expressed  another  sentiment  to  whidi  she  wished 
briefly  to  advert  He  said  that  where  ten  men  oonld  be  oonvlaoed  of  the  truth 
of  Woman's  Rights,  hardly  one  woman  could  be  gained.  At  first  sight  it  might 
so  appear.  But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  men  were  more  accustomed  to 
think  and  redect  and  argne  upon  everything  connected  with  the  legal  and 
political  rights  of  men,  at  least,  and,  therefore,  they  were  more  easily  convinced. 
KeTerthdeas,  the  snl|)eot,  whenever  preeented  to  the  mind  <^  woman  in  Its  proper 
light,  would  sot  ftil  to  find  an  edio  in  her  heart  Whenever  the  subject  was 
broached  to  a  woman  hitherto  unacquainted  with  it,  it  first  raused  a  smile,  and, 
perchance,  n  sneer ;  but,  put  to  her  a  few  common-sense  questions,  and  the  «mile 
disappeared,  and  her  countenance  assumed  a  serious  expression.  Ask  her  if  she 
Is  not  entitled  to  seU^govemment,  tothe  ftill  derelopment  of  her  mental  powen, 
to  the  fine  choice  of  her  industrial  avooatioos,  to  proper  remnneration  ftr  her 
labor,  to  equal  control  of  her  offspring  with  that  of  her  husband,  to  the  posses- 
sion and  control  of  her  own  property,  and  to  a  voice  in  making  the  laws  that 
impose  taxes  upon  property  that  she  may  hold — ^nsk  her  a  few  simple,  straight- 
forward questions  like  these,  and  see  if  an  immediate^  iMnrljf,  and  warm  aisint 
is  not  eUeited. 

In  Bpite  of  a  TioleDt  stomi  a  large  nomber  aaeembled  In  the  even- 
ing.  The  speakers  annoanoed  were  Mra.  Eliza1>etb  Jonee  and  Wen- 
dell FfailUps.  MfB.  Jonea'  address  waa  a  clear  and  logical  atatemenf 
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of  the  whole  claim  of  woman.  By  her  own  request,  it  was  not  pub- 
lished. 

Wendell  PhiIiMPS: — Ladles  and  gentlemen.  I  am  told  that  the  Times  oi 
to-day  warns  the  women  of  this  Convention  that  if  they  proceed  in  their  crusade 
they  will  forfeit  the  protection  of  the  men.  Perhaps,  before  it  is  offiBred,  the 
qia«4loii  bad  bettor  IwadcedwbeilMr  it  Uiifleded.  Idonotfliliik  tbatltboald 
nm  tfa«  risk  of  much  differmce  of  opinion  if  I  cHaimed,  that  nine  men  out  of 
ten  woulfl  not  be  able  to  defend  their  riprht  to  vote  as  loj^cally  as  the  lady  who 
lias  just  addressed  us  has  defended  her  right  to  vote.  I  question  whether  one- 
qaartcr  of  what  we  call  the  men  educated  by  the  colleges,  and  in  active  life — 
tb*  batter  eduoatioa  of  the  two— mwid  be  able,  arrogating  to  tbeiiiiflilMt  ae  they 
do  a  Ihr  greater  politiea]  mad  dvU  eapadtiy,  to  atate  the  granDda  ef  dTil  rigbti 
and  reqKMuibilitiee,  to  mark  out  the  limits,  to  vindicate  the  advantages,  and  to 
analyze  the  bases  on  which  these  rest,  as  we  have  just  had  it  done  If  participa- 
tion in  civil  rights  is  based  on  mind — as  in  this  country  we  claim  it  to  be — then 
certainly  to-night  we  have  no  right  to  deny  that  the  cum  it  gained,  for  the 
ftiend  who  baa  preoeded  me  baa  left  vofy  little  flir  any  one.  to  aay ;  the  baa 
covered  the  whole  ground. 

In  fact  this  question  is  a  question  of  civilization,  nothing  less.  The  position 
of  woman  anywhere  is  the  test  of  civilization.  You  need  not  ask  for  the  statis- 
tics of  education,  of  national  wealth,  or  of  crime ;  tetl  me  the  position  of  woman, 
and  yoa  anawer  the  qneatfoB  of  the  nation's  progreea.  Utah  ia  baibariam;  we 
need  no  evidence ;  we  read  it  in  the  single  custom  that  loweri  the  ftmale  sex. 
Wherever  yon  go  in  history  this  is  true.  Step  by  step  as  woman  ascends,  civil- 
ization ripens.  I  warn  the  anxious  and  terrified  that  their  first  efforts  should  be 
to  conquer  their  fears,  for  the  triumph  of  this  crusade  is  written  as  certain  on 
•the  n«Kt  leaf  that  toma  in  tfie  great  biataiy  of  the  race,  aa  that  tiie  twontiedi 
centory  irill  open. 

The  time  was  when  a  Greek  dared  not  let  his  wilb  go  out  of  doora,  and  in  the 
old  coraic  play  of  Athens,  one  of  the  characters  says,  *'  Where  is  your  wife  ?  " 

She  has  gone  out.'V  "  Death  and  furies  1  what  does  she  do  out  ?  ^  Doubtless, 
if  any  "  fanatic  had  claimed  the  right  of  woman  to  walk  out  of  doors,  be  would 
baTO  been  deeoaed  craiy  in  Athene ;  bad  be  Ohdmed  Ibe  right  of  a  nodeat  mar- 
ried woman  to  be  seen  out  of  doors  it  would  have  been  considered  fknaticism, 
and  I  do  not  k  now  but  thfit  the  Jlcrald  of  that  dav  would  have  branded  him  as 
an  infidel.  Hut  spite  of  the  anrhored  conservatism  of  other*',  women  got  out  of 
doors  and  the  country  grew,  and  the  world  turned  round,  and  so  modern  £ttrope 
baa  progreiaed.  Now  the  penduliim  awung  one  way,  and  now  anotfaor,  Imt 
woman  baa  gataied  right  after  right  nntU  with  ua,  to  the  aaloniabnient  of  tbe 
Greek,  could  he  see  it — of  the  Turk,  when  he  hears  it — she  stands  almost  side  by 
Ride  with  man  in  her  civil  rights.  The  Saxon  race  lias  led  the  van.  1  trample 
underfuot  contemptuously  the  Jewish — ^yea,  the  Jewish — ridicule  which  laughs 
at  aneb  a  Ooovontloa  aa  thia;  Ibr  wo  aio  tbe  Basen  blood,  and  tbe  first  line  of 
leoord  that  la  left  to  the  Sainm  taoe  ia  that  line  of  Tadtoa,  "On  ail  grave qnea* 
tions  they  consult  their  women."  When  tbe  cycle  of  Saiondom  is  complete^ 
when  the  Saxon  element  culminates  in  mo<lern  civilization,  another  Taritus 
will  record  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  as  he  did  in  the  valley  ot  the  Hlmir-. 
**  On  all  grave  questions  thoy  consult  their  women/'  The  fact  is,  there  is  no  use 
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<^ blinking  the  i»>ue.  It  is  Paul  against  the  Saxon  blood;  it  ia  a  reUgloua  pr^- 
Qdice  against  the  bloo<l  of  the  race.  The  l)loxl  of  the  race  accords  to  woman 
equality ;  it  is  a  rehgious  saperatiiioa  which  stands  in  the  way  and  balks  the 
effort. 

Bnrope  haa  known  tliiee  pluum.  Tbe flnt  was fbe domUdon of  fbvea;  ttw 

secoad  the  dominion  of  money;  Hie  third  ia  beginning — the  dominion  of 
brains  Wlicn  it  comes,  woman  will  strp  out  on  the  platform  side  by  side  with 
her  brother.  The  n1<l  Hindoo  dreamed  tliat  he  saw  the  human  race  led  out  to 
its  varied  fortune,  and  Hrst  he  saw  a  man  bitted  and  curbed,  and  the  reins 
went  back  to  an  ivon  hand.  Then  bo  aaw  s  man  led  on  and  on,  noder  varioos 
diangea,  until,  at  laat,  he  saw  the  man  led  by  tlimda  that  eame  ftvwi  the  biain 
and  went  back  to  an  invisible  hand.  The  firnt  was  the  type  of  despotism — tbe 
reign  of  force,  the  upper  classes  keeping  down  the  under.  The  last  is  onre — the 
dominion  of  brains.  We  live  in  a  government  where  The  Nw)  York  Beraid 
and  JNte  Torlb  Tribm§t  tbaak  Gk>d,  are  mom  many  the  govenunent  than 
FrankUn  Fteroe  and  Caleb  Onshing.  Ideas  reign.  I  know  some  men  do  not 
appreciate  this  &ot;  they  are  overawed  by  the  iron  arm,  by  the  marble  capitoL, 
by  the  w.mIIs  of  granite — palpable  power,  felt,  seen.  T  hnvo  seen  the  palace  of 
the  Ceesars,  built  of  masses  that  seemed  as  if  giants  alone  could  have  laid  them 
together,  to  last  for  eternity,  as  if  nothing  that  did  not  part  the  solid  globe 
oontd  more  them.  Bat  tiie  tiny  roots  of  the  weeds  of  Italian  snmmera  had 
inserted  themselves  between  tiiem,  and  the  palace  of  the  Cassars  lies  a  sbapelese 
ruin.  So  it  is  with  yonr  government.  It  may  he  iron,  it  may  be  marble,  but 
the  pulses  of  right  and  wrong  poah  it  aside;  only  give  them  time.  I  hail  the 
government  of  ideas. 

There  is  another  thing  I  claim.  Ton  langh  as  Woman*8  Bights  OoQTeotiona ; 
you  ridienle  socialism  (I  do  not  aooqit  that);  yon  dialike  the  anti<aIaTery 
movement.  The  only  discoMlOB  of  the  grave  social  questions  of  the  age,  thft 
questions  of  rifjht  aud  wrong  that  lie  at  the  basis  of  society — ^the  only  voices 
that  have  stirreci  them  and  kept  those  questions  alive  have  been  those  of  these 
throe  refbnns.  Smothered  with  gold— smothered  wllli  material  prosperity,  the 
vast  maaaea  of  onr  emmtrymen  were  living  the  Uvea  of  mere  gotten  of  money; 
but  the  ideas  of  this  half  of  the  nineteenth  oentmy  have  been  bruited  by 
despised  reformers,  kei)t  alive  l)y  three  radical  movements,  and  whoever  in  the 
next  generation  shall  seek  tor  the  sources  of  mental  and  intellectual  change  will 
find  it  here ;  aud  in  a  progressive  people  like  ours  that  claim  is  a  most  vital  and 
rignifleant  one.  .... 

I  contend  that  woman,  broadly  considered,  mnkea  half  the  money  that  la 
mndt>.    Go  the  world  over,  take  cither  Europe  or  America,  the  first  source  of 

money  is  intelligence  and  thrift ;  it  is  not  speculation  Out  of  the  twenty 

millions  of  American  people  that  make  money,  woman  doea  more  than  half  of  the 
work  that  inaurm  the  reward.  lohdmlbrthathalf  oftberaee  whoieqiialitiea 
gamer  np  wealth,  the  right  to  diapOM  of  it^  and  to  oontrol  it  by  law. 

Again,  take  thought.  I  know  our  sister  has  modestly  told  tis  how  utterly 
they  are  deprived  of  what  are  called  the  institutions  of  education;  but  we 
know  veiy  well  that  book  learning  is  a  miserably  poor  thing,  and  that  the  best 
edncation  in  the  world  ia  what  we  dntdb  in  the  atreets ;  and  of  that  edneatimi, 
by  hook  or  by  crook|  woman  has  ao  ikr  gained  enough,  that,  Europe  and 
America  through,  where  is  the  man  preeumptnow  enough  to  donbt  that  the 
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li»nd  of  woman  is  not  f -It  as  much  on  tlie  helm  of  public  opinion  as  that  of 
lUiii)  ?  To  lie  sure,  she  (h)c4  uc^t  have  an  outside  ambitious  distinction  ;  but  at 
home,  in  the  molding  hours,  in  youth,  in  the  soft  momentB  when  the  very 
btlMioe-wliMl  of  ehanoter  U  tooehad,  ire  all  know  that  woman,  though  she 
may  not  oonidoiiB^  aumdeto  ideaa,  doea  aa  mneh  to  ibrm  pablio  opinion  aa 
man.  The  time  has  been — and  every  man  who  has  ever  analysed  history  knowa 
it — whfD  in  France,  the  mother  to  Europe  of  all  social  ideas;  France  that  has 
lifted  up  (4crmaiiv  from  mysticism,  and  told  England  what  she  means  and 
what  she  wuui6 ;  France  tliat  has  construed  England  to  herself,  and  interpreted 
ti>  her  what  ahe  was  Mindly  reachinf  oat  ibr ;  when  in  that  vety  Fnnoe,  at  the 
finmiain-head  of  that  dgbteectli  oentuy  of  dvll  piogreia,  it  waa  in  the  sakxma 
of  woman  that  man  did  his  thinking,  and  it  was  under  the  brilliant  inspiration 
of  her  society  that  that  mighty  revolution  in  the  knowledge  and  science  of  civil 
affairs  was  wrought.  In  this  country,  too,  at  this  hour,  woman  does  as  much  to 
give  the  impulse  to  public  opinion  as  man  does. 

Where?er  I  find  dient  power  I  want  fooognition  of  the  reaponaibUity.  I  am 
not  in  favor  of  a  power  behind  the  throne.  I  do  not  want  half  the  face  oon- 
cealed  behind  the  curtain  and  controlling  without  being  responsible.  Drag 
them  to  the  light,  hold  them  up  as  you  do  men  to  the  utmost  study  of  public 
questions,  and  to  a  personal  responsibility  for  their  public  settlement.  Corrup- 
fioO'-Ht  often  takea  the  very  form  of  the  paMinna  of  woman.  In  Paris,  to-day, 
we  are  told,  when  the  government  ^iproadhea  a  man,  the  way  ii|  not  to  give 
him  wealth  Ibr  his  own  enjoyment,  but  to  dower  his  daughter.  It  ia  the  pride 
of  woman  through  which  they  reach  him.  Drag  that  woman  forward  on 
the  phittbrm  of  y)ublic  life;  give  to  her  manifest  ability  a  fair  field,  let  her  win 
wcaitU  l>y  her  own  exertions,  not  by  the  surrender  of  principle  in  the  person  of 
her  hnaband;  and  althongh  my  Mend  donbta  it,  I  belioTe,  when  you  put  the 
two  aezes  harmfloioQally  in  dvii  liih^  yon  will  aecore  a  liigher  atate  of  oiviliia- 
tion — not  beoanae  woman  ia 'better,  not  because  she  ia  more  merciiiil,  or  more 
just,  or  more  pure  than  man.  as  man  naturally,  but  because  God  meant  that  a 
perfect  human  being  should  be  made  up  of  man  and  woman  allied,  and  it  is 
only  when  the  two  march  side  by  side  on  the  pathway  of  civilization  that  the 
Larmoniona  development  of  the  raee  begina. 

Then,  again,  yon  oan  not  ednoate  woman,  in  the  aaoae  that  we  uae  ednoation. 
She  has  no  motive.  As  my  friend  said,  iriien  she  marries,  education  ceases. 
At  that  age  the  education  of  man  oommences:  he  has  wealth,  ambition,  social 
position,  as  his  stimulus;  he  knows  that  by  keeping  his  mind  on  the  alert  he 
earns  them  all.  You  furnish  a  woman  with  i>ooks — you  give  her  no  motive  to 
open  them.  Ton  open  to  her  the  door  of  adenoe :  why  ahonld  aba  enter  f  She 
oan  gain  notliing  except  in  Individnal  and  exeeptional  eaaea;  poblic  opinion 
drives  her  back,  places  a  stigma  upon  her  of  bluestocking,  and  the  consequence 
i'l.  the  very  motive  for  education  is  taken  away.  Now,  I  believe,  a  privileged 
class,  an  aristocracy,  a  set  of  slaveliolders,  does  just  as  much  harm  to  itself  as  it 
doee  to  the  victimized  class.  When  man  undertakes  to  place  woman  behind 
faim,  to  aanme  the  tdna  of  goverament  and  to  govern  fiir  her,  he  ia  an  ariatoerat; 
and  all  ariatueraciea  are  not  only  uqjoat,  bnt  they  an  harmfU  to  the  pciqgrMa  of 
society. 

I  welcome  this  movement,  becanae  it  shows  that  we  have  got  a  great  amount 
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of  Civilization.  Every  other  movement  to  redress  a  wrong  in  the  past  gcnera- 
tiont  of  the  world  has  been  yielded  to  only  fton  iMur.  BentlMtn  says  tmly,  ihm 
gomniog  i«oe  never  yielded  a  right  mdeH  they  were  bullied  out  of  it  Thai 

is  true  historically ;  but  we  have  come  to  a  time — and  this  movement  shows 
it — when  civilization  has  rendered  man  capable  of  vieUling  to  something  dif- 
ferent from  fear.  This  movement  has  only  been  eight  yearb  on  foot,  and  (luring 
that  time,  we  who  have  watched  the  statute-book  are  aware  to  admiration  of 
tiie  rapid  cbangee  tiiat  have  taken  plnee  in  pnbHo  opiui<»,  and  in  legialatioa, 
all  over  the  Statea.  Within  the  laat  firar  yeava»  in  dUbient  loealliieB,  wobub 
has  been  allowed  the  right  to  protect  her  earnings,  and  to  make  a  will — two  of 
the  great  points  of  property.  Aye,  and  one  little  star  of  light  begins  to  twinkle 
in  the  darkness  of  the  political  atmosphere :  Kentucky  allows  her  to  vote.  Yes, 
from  the  land  where  on  one  qaestion  they  are  so  obstinate,  the  white  race  have 
lemenberad  Jnstiee  to  flieir  white  eo-eqnala.  In  her  nobly^anned  adHMl 
iysteni,  Kentucky  divides  her  State  into  diatricts;  the  trustees  are  annually 
chosen  for  the  State  funds;  and  it  is  expressly  provided,  that  besides  the  u^tial 
voters  in  the  election  of  trustees  for  the  school  fund,  which  is  coveted  hy 
millions,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  vote,  every  widow  who  has  a  child  betwixt 
aix  and  eighteen  years  old,  and  she  ahall  go  to  the  balloUboz  in  person  or  by 
proxy.  Kentneky  repadlatea  the  doctrine  that  to  go  to  the  be]lot>boK  Mttta 
the  delicacy  of  the  lez;  for  she  pmvidaai  In  express  terms,  that  she  shall  go  to 
tic  hfi!l<)t-hox  in  person,  or  by  proxy,  as  she  pleases.  It  is  the  first  drop  of  tho 
coming  storm — it  is  the  first  ray  of  light  in  the  rising  sun. 

Civilization  can  not  defend  itself,  on  American  principles,  against  this  claim. 
My  ftiend  of  Brooklyn  d^ma  the  right  to  mako  poHtieal  ipeeohei,  aa  well  aa 
aeruoos,  beeanae  he  is  a  dtiara.  Well,  woman  la  a  oltiaen  too:  and  if  a  ndnin- 
ter  can  preach  politics  because  he  is  a  citizen,  woman  can  meddle  in  politics 
and  vote,  beoause  she  is  a  citizen  too.  When  Mr.  Beeclur  batied  his  riijhr.  not 
on  the  intellect  which  dashes  frnm  Maine  to  Georgia,  not  on  the  strtnLrth  of 
that  nervous  right  arm,  but  solely  on  his  citizunship,  he  dragged  to  the  platlurm 
twelve  mtllinna  of  Anuiiean  woneo  to  Btnd  at  Ma  aide.  Bnt  the  difllcolty  is, 
no  nan  can  deflmd  his  own  right  to  vote,  without  granting  it  to  woman.  Tho 
only  reason  why  the  demand  sounds  strange,  is  because  man  never  analyzed  his 
own  right  The  moment  he  begins  to  analyze  it,  he  can  not  defend  it  without 
admitting  her.  Our  fathers  proclaimed,  sixty  years  ago,  that  government  was 
co-equal  with  the  right  to  take  money  and  to  punish  for  crime.  Now,  all  that  I 
wlah  to  say  to  the  American  people  on  thia  qneation  is,  let  woman  go  ftee  from 
the  penal  stalnie  let  her  property  be  exempt  from  taxation,  until  you  admit 
her  to  the  ballot-box— or  seal  up  the  history  of  the  Revolution,  make  Bancroft 
and  Tlildreth  prohibited  bo'iku,  bani*;h  the  artrument  of  '76,  and  let  Mr.  Simms 
have  his  own  way  with  the  hi>-tory  of  all  the  States,  as  well  as  South  Carolina. 
Yes,  the  fact  is,  women  make  opinion  for  as;  and  the  only  thing  we  that  them 
out  faun,  ia  the  hallot4x>x. 

I  would  have  It  constantly  kept  before  the  public,  that  we  do  not  seek 
to  prop  up  woman ;  we  only  ask  for  her  space  to  let  her  grow.  Govern- 
ments are  n  t  ma<le;  they  grow.  They  are  not  buildings  like  this,  with 
dome  and  pillars ;  they  are  oaks,  with  roots  and  branches,  and  they  grow,  by 
God's  blessing,  in  the  aaO  He  gives  to  them.  Now  man  haa  been  allowed 
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to  grow,  and  when  Pharaoh  tied  him  down  with  bars  of  iron,  when 
Burope  tied  htm  down  witb  pvivilege  and  mpantltloii,  he  bunt  the 
b<»ide  and  gnw  etroog.  We  eak  the  eame  for  women.  GOethe  nid 

that  if  you  plant  an  oak  in  a  flower-pot,  one  of  two  things  was  snre  to 
happen;  either  the  oak  will  be  dwarfed,  or  the  flower-pot  will  break.  So 
we  have  planted  woman  in  a  flower-pot,  hemmed  her  in  by  restrictions, 
and  when  we  move  to  enlaxge  her  sphere,  society  eries  oat,  Oh  I  you'll 
bieakthefloweri^t*'  Well,  I  nj,  let  It  break.  Man  made  it|  and  the 
sooner  it  goes  to  pieeee  the  better.  Let  us  see  how  broadly  the  branches 
will  throw  themselves,  and  how  beantiful  will  bo  the  shape,  and  how 
glorious  a^iaiost  the  moonlit  sky,  or  glowing  sunset,  the  foliage  shall 
appear. 

I  say  the  very  first  elaim,  the  middle  and  last  ohdm  of  all  oar  Oonven- 
tions  should  be  the  baUot.  Sverywhere,  In  eaeh  State,  we  should  claim 

it;  not  Ibr  any  intrhiiie  Taluo  in  the  ballot,  but  booaoee  it  throws  upon 

womnn  hernelf  the  responsibility  of  her  position.  Man  never  grew  to  his 
stature  until  lie  was  provoked  to  it  by  the  pressure  and  weight  of  respon* 
sibillty;  and  I  take  it  woman  will  grow  up  the  same  way. 

The  fint  three  xeaolatioDS  on  the  Preeideatial  election 
brought  up  for  discoflrion  and  adopted.   Those  persona  in  the  an- 
dienoe  who  deeired  to  q»e(ik  were  urged  to  do  so. 

Ifos.  BoiB  said:  In  mllM«neeto  this  last  eleetton,tiion^  it  was  not  my 
goodfortonetobehmrednringthettmeof  thatgreatezdtement,  beingthen 

on  the  continent  of  Europe;  yet,  even  at  that  great  distance,  the  Are  of 
freedom  that  wa^  kindled  here  spread  itself  across  the  Atlantic.  Tlie  lib- 
eral, intelliirent.  and  reformatory  portion  of  the  people  of  Europe,  as  well 
as  in  England,  have  most  warmly,  most  heartily  sympathized  with  us  in 
the  last  struggle  of  freedom  against  slavery.  It  is  a  most  gloiions  epoeh. 

win  not  enter  Into  a  politteal  or  anti<slavery  leotiure,  but  idmply  state 
this  fact — the  time  has  oomo  when  the  political  parties  are  entirely  an- 
nitiilated.  They  have  ceased  to  exist.  There  is  no  longer  Wliip  and  no 
longer  Democrat  —  there  i^  Freedom  or  Slavery.  We  have  here  an 
eqiially  great  purpose  to  achieve.  This,  too,  is  not  woman's  rights  or 
man's  rights,  bnt  it  is  human  rights.  It  is  based  on  ptedsely  the  same 
fkindamental  troths  with  the  other  qaestSm.  •  la  the  last  eleetion  the 
general  feeling  prevailed  that  woman  ought  to  take  more  interest  in  po- 
litical affairp,  and  with  the  noble  work  ghe  did  during  the  campaign,  it 
seems  to  me  most  extraordinary  that  the  men  who  have  worked  thus 
nobly  for  the  freedom  of  one  class,  should  yet  refuse  freedom  to  the  other 
elass. 

Phillip  D.  Moobb  rose  In  the  body  of  the  building  and  said:  Dnring 
this  la«t  Presidential  canvass  I  heard  more  than  once  the  oldest  member 
of  Congress  declare  that  Freedom  was  based  upon  the  law  of  God,  which 
was  declared  in  our  Bill  of  Kights — our  Declaration  of  Independence — 
tiiat  it  was  the  inalienable  right  of  all  mankind  to  UfS,  to  liber^,  and  to 
the  poTsnit  of  hapj^ness.  He  plaeed  this  last  Presidential  stonggle  npon 
that  right  highsr  than  all  hnman  law;  and  upon  that  it  seems  this  e<m- 
41  . 
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test  in  behalf  of  human  rights  is  based.  I  think  that  we  should  adopt 
these  resolutions,  and  also  appeal  to  the  legislative  bodies,  where,  I  be- 
lieve, there  are  men  who  will  hear  and  heed  the  voice  of  justice. 

Bev.  T.  W.  Hxeenraoir  took  the  floor,  and  ezpreMed  his  hope  tiuit  they 
would  have  more  speaking  from  the  floor  and  leas  ftom  tike  platftem.  As 
a  Republican  vot^r,  he  would  take  his  stand  in  stipport  of  these  resolu- 
tions; and  he  would  declare  that  it  was  true  that  the  clof^e  of  the 
Presideutial  election  was  the  time  for  a  woman^s  ConTentiou  to  be  held. 
It  was  trae  that  the  BepobUoan  party  was  pledged,  if  It  bad  any  manli- 
nets  in  it,  to  support  the  oanse  of  women,  to  whom  it  had  applied  to 
support  its  cause  every  day ;  and  it  was  positively  true  that,  if  there  were 
such  a  thing  in  the  land  as  a  Democratic  party,  that  party  was  the  party 
of  the  women  also.  As  a  further  illustration  of  the  idea  exprcmsed  by  the 
gentleman  who  bad  preceded  him,  he  would  state  the  fact  that,  when  he 
was  invited  to  Vermont  to  address  tlie  LeglBlatare  in  favor  of  the  appro- 
priation of  120,000  for  Kansas,*  the  meeting  was  postponed,  on  tiie 
ground  that  the  shortness  of  the  notice  would  not  allow  time  for  procur- 
ing the  attendance  of  the  women  of  the  village  to  fill  the  galleries,  and 
by  their  sympathy  to  influence  the  determination  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  who  might  be  present.  Aeeordingly  they  waited  a  little 
longer,  gave  suflleient  notice,  got  the  gallery  fhll  of  ladies,  and  ultimate- 
ly got  the  $20,000  appropriation,  too.  But  always  when  the  women  had 
given  their  nympathy  and  began  to  demand  some  in  return,  it  was  found 
out  that  they  were  very  "  dependent "  oreatures,  and  that,  if  they  persisted 
In  It,  they  woold  lotMt  the  **proteetloii"  of  the  man;  and  this  in  the 
Usee  of  the  fselt  that  when  politiolans  wanted  votes  and  eieigymen 
wanted  money,  their  invariable  practice  was  to  appeal  to  the  women  ! 

The  last  time  he  had  considered  woman's  rights  ho  was  in  a  place  where 
man's  rights  needed  to  be  defended — it  was  in  Kansas.  No  man  could 
go  to  Kansas  and  see  what  woman  had  done  there,  and  come  back  and 
see  tiie  little  men  who  sq^aeak  and  shont  on  platftoms  in  behalf  of  Kan- 
sas, and  then  torn  to  deride  and  despise  women,  wiHioat  a  Ming  of  dis-* 
gust.  He  would  like  to  place  some  of  these  parlor  orators  and  dainty 
platform  speakers  where  the  women  of  Kansti.s  hud  ptood,  and  sufl'ered, 
and  acted.  He  saw,  while  in  Kansas,  a  liew  York  womaut — whoi^e  ntory 
they  might  remember  In  the  newqpapers— how  she  hospitably  prepared, 
in  one  day,  three  dinners  for  tlie  manunders  who  were  hovering  aroand 
her  house,  and  in  their  starvation  became  respectful  atjiast,  and  nskod  her 
for  the  hospitality  they  did  not  then  quite  dare  to  enforce:  and  how  they 
ate  her  dinner  and  abused  her  husband,  until  the  good  woman  could 
stand  it  no  longer,  and  at  last  opened  her  lips  and  gave  them  a  piece  of 

*  During  the  straggle  tu  extend  slavery  into  thut  fkse  State. 

f  Jeanuctte  Brown  Ileatb,  dauf;htcr  of  Nathau  Brown,  of  Mont^omerj*  County,  New 
York.  She  traveled  witii  Abbj  Kelly  at  one  time  aa  u  companion.  Jcanaetta  was  a  famoua 
hoteewonna ;  flie  joaig  ladiei  of  tho  county  tbooKbt  tbcmsehres  wdl  oft  wlisntlMiy  eoalA 
purchase  a  steed  that  she  hftd  trained  for  tbc  ^itddle.  I  remember  many  an  escapade  in  my 
youth  on  a  full-blooded  black  horse  from  Jcaunette's  equery,  as  I  lived  In  her  neighbor* 
iMod;  ilwlsiiowieridlngwilhtwosoasMidonedMghterlBBodmteri  Jf.  TnSi^^ 
fhe  needed  lett  after  sndi  an  cventfol  llfe.'-X,  C.  & 
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ber  mind.  He  aaw  that  woman.  She  bad  Kved  for  weeks  together  in 

theeecond  story  of  a  log  but,  with  the  windows  of  the  lower  story  boarded 
np,  so  that  the  inmates  had  to  climb  in  by  a  ladder.  She  was  surrounded 
by  pro-slavery  camps;  and  while  her  husband  was  in  the  army,  she  was  left 
«lone.  The  house  had  been  visited  again  and  again^  and  plundered.  The 
-wretehee  would  oome  at  night,  diaohaige  their  rifles,  and  howl  like  de- 
anona.  Her  little  girl,  a  neryone  ehlld,  had  sickened  and  died  from 
:8heer  fright.  But  still,  after  the  death  of  that  child,  the  mother  lived  on, 
and  still  gave  hospitality  to  free-soil  men,  and  still  defended  the  property 
•of  her  husband  by  her  presence.  At  last  the  marauders  burned  her  house 
•over  her  head,  and  she  retreated  for  a  time.  The  speaker  saw  her  when  die 
was  on  her  way  haek  to  that  homestead,  to  reholld  the  hoose  whioh  she 
had  seen  once  reduced  to  ashes  by  the  enemy ;  and  she  said  that  if  her 
husband  was  killed  there  in  Kansas,  she  shoold  preBmpt  that  olalm, and 
•defend  the  property  for  her  children. 

He  saw  another  woman,  a  girl  of  twenty.  He  visited  a  mill  whioh  had 
(been  bomt  by  Ifissoarians,  where  piles  of  sawdnst  wore  stUl  in  flames  be- 
Joore  his  eyes,  and  there  he  met  her;  and  when  he  asked  to  whom  that 
boose  belonged,  she  said  to  her  father.  And  when  he  inquired  about  her 
.adventures  in  connection  with  that  burning  house,  this  was  the  story. 
Twenty-eight  hundred  Missourians  were  encamped  around  that  house 
the  morning  after  they  had  burned  it.  The  girl  bad  fled  with  her  mother 
••  mfle  ofl^  bat  had  eomo  baok  to  see  if  she  eoold  save  any  of  the  property. 
•She  walksd  into  the  midst  of  the  crowd,  and  found  a  man  she  had  pt^ 
Tionsly  known  seated  upon  her  favorite  horse.  Said  she,  ''That  is  my 
borse;  get  off."  He  laughed  at  her.  She  repeated  her  demand.  He 
loaded  her  with  curses  and  insults.  She  turned  to  the  bystanders — the 
iierd  of  ruffians  who  had  burned  ber  father's  house— and  said:  **This  is 
sny  horse;  make  that  man  get  off."  Those  follows  obeyed  her;  they 
.ahrank  before  that  heioic  girl,  and  made  their  companion  dismount, 
^he  mounted  the  horse  and  rodo  off.  When  she  had  gone  about  half  a 
iiiilo,  nhc  heard  a  trampling  of  horses'  hoofs  behind  her.  The  thief, 
uiouuted  on  a  fleeter  horse,  was  riding  after  ber.  He  overtook  her,  and 
jceining  his  hoxsa  In  front  of  hor,  he  ssised  hins  by  the  bridle,  and  oom- 
jnandedbertoletgow  Sheheldon.  Said  he,  **  Let  go,  or  it  will  be  the 
worse  for  you."  She  still  held  on.  He  took  out  Us  bowie-knife,  and 
■drew  it  across  her  hand,  8o  that  she  could  feel  the  sharpness  of  the  edge, 
f^nid  he,  "  If  you  don't  let  go,  I  will  cut  your  hand  off."  Said  she,  "  Cut  if 
jrou  dare.  '  He  out  the  rope  close  to  her  band,  and  took  the  bridle  from 
ber.  It  was  useless  to  ledst  any  longer,  so  she  slipped  off  and  walked 
4hway.  But  It  was  not  ten  mlnntss  before  she  again  heard  trampling  be* 
Jlind,  and  as  she  looked  around,  she  saw  two  companions  of  this  miscreant 
— two  men  less  utterly  villainous  than  he — bringing  back  her  horse. 
I^oved  by  her  heroism,  they  had  compelled  him  again  to  give  up  the  horse, 
xhad  brought  it  back  to  her,  and  she  owns  it  now. 

That  was  what  great  emetgeneles  made  out  of  woman.  That  girl  had 
«plendid  physieal  pToportions,and  thoogh  some  aooidenthad  deptivBdher 
•of  her  left  arm,  she  had  a  right  arm,  however,  which  was  worth  a  good  many, 
jfihe  had  one  arm,  and  the  editor  of  Thu  Sew  York  2Ym««,  he  supposed,  bad 
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two.  He  WM  not  miusli  aoewtooMd  to  eeekiiig  deftooe  of  anybody,  bat  h»  nmst 
■ay  tbat,  if  he  evw  did  get  into  difflenlty  aa  n  Wonu»^itiglita  man,  and  bad  ti» 

choose  between  the  protection  of  the  one  arm  of  that  girl  in  Kansas,  and  the  two 
of  the  New  York  editor,  be  thought  his  first  choice  would  not  be  the  Lieutenaot- 
Govemor.  Seeing  the  heroitsm  of  the  women  of  Kansas,  he  told  the  men  of 
Lawrence,  that  when  the  time  came  for  them  to  assert  their  rights,  he  hoped 
thqr  would  not  imitate  the  border  rnlllanB  of  the  Bfwtem  8talei|  who  aiaarted 
righta  Ibr  man,  and  denied  lliem  to  woman. 

Mr.  Higginson  then  reported  the  foUowing  resolutioii  from  the 
BufiioesB  Gomimttee : 

i?<sg|arf, That  flw  warm  sympathies  of  this  Convention  aierMpeetflilljoflbred 

to  those  noble  women  in  England,  who  are  stnifrgling  against  wrongs  eveo 
greater  than  those  of  American  women,  but  the  s-ame  in  kind;  and  we  trust 
that  they  will  follow  on  their  demands  in  logical  consistency,  until  they  com- 
pfiae  the  Ibll  dabn  Ibr  tlie  eqoaUty  of  the  aexM  before  the  hiw. 

Thia  reaolittioii  retimed,  aa  aome  of  them  knew,  to  tiie  recent  action  of  aome 

of  the  nobleet  women  in  Bnghind,  in  behalf  of  juster  rights  of  property  and  n 

larjjrr  construction  of  human  rights  thnn  had  hitherto  prevailed  there.  Tho 
list  included  a  few  of  the  very  noblest  of  the  women  who  had  helped  to  make 
England's  name  glorious  by  their  deeds  in  literature  and  in  art.  It  included 
Un.  Norton,  to  whom  Wendell  Phillipa  Imd  referred,  aa  a  living  proof  of  the 
bitellectnal  greatneaa  of  woman ;  ahe  had  a  hoiband  who^  after  hfawting  h«  Hfo 
by  an  infatnottS  charge  against  her,  which  he  confe'^sed  to  his  counsel  he  did 
not  believe,  now  lived  on  th»>  earnings  of  the  brains  of  his  wife.  It  included, 
also,  MrrJ.  Somerville,  a  woman  who  had  forever  vindicated  the  scientific  genius 
of  her  sex.  by  labors  that  caused  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  scientific  men ; 
a  woman  of  whom  it  ia  aaid,  that  ahe  ie  in  allreipeeta  tmetolier  aex,  beeanee 
while  atndying  the  modooa  of  the  heavenly  bodiea,  ahe  doea  not  forget  the  mo* 
tkm  of  the  tea-capB  aronnd  her  own  table,  and  is  as  exquisite  a  housekeeper,  an 
she  is  wise  and  accomplished  as  a  student.  It  included  also  Ilnrriet  Martinean, 
that  woman  who,  perhaps  more  than  any  other  person  in  this  age,  had  con- 
tributed to  place  the  last  half  century  in  Europe  in  a  clear  light,  by  her  admira- 
ble matory,  and  ahown  in  lier  treatiae  on  Politieal  Economy,  a  grasp  and  dear- 
neaa  whioh  few  men  attdn.  It  included  also  the  name  of  BUail)eth  Banett 
Browning,  that  woman  of  rarest  fronins,  of  whom  her  husband,  himself  the  great- 
est of  England's  living  poets,  had  said  that  his  wife's  heart,  which  few  knew^ 
was  greater  than  her  intellect,  which  evwybody  knew ;  a  woman  whose  inapirap 
tion  had  drawn  Hmn  that  hnaband,  in  flie  doalog  poem  of  hia  lateitTolnme,  the 
Tory  bobcat  atrain  wliieh  modem  Bnglidi  poetry  Imd  atmek,  and  tiie  ndbleat 
utterance  of  emotion  that  era:  man  produced  toward  woman,  in  the  speak er^s 
judgment,  since  the  world  began.  It  also  included  Mary  Howitt,  whose  beauti- 
ful union  with  her  husband  is  a  pr  of  of  what  true  mHrriay:e  will  be,  when  man 
and  woman  are  equals,  and  whose  genius  bad  brought  forth  the  wonderful 
powera  of  another  woman  whom  we  may  fearieaaly  claim  aa  a  eoJabotar,  Fred- 
erica  Bremer.  These  were  ttie  women  of  England  to  whom  the  reaolution  re- 
ferred ;  women  who  had  taken  the  first  stnp  in  that  morement,  of  which  the 
fliU  enfranchiaement  of  woman  will  be  the  last 
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He  could  not  quite  accept  the  opinioa  by  Mrs.  Jones  in  her  admirable  essay 
in  r^(ard  to  the  superior  education  of  the  women  of  England.  The  women  of 
Eqgluidt  as  he  took  it,  did  not  eqiud  tho  women  of  America  in  tiidr  arerage 
eNlmaitlon,  atthongh  tiiej  did  mtptn  liiem  in  thi^  nhyiieal  vigor  of  cooBtittH 
tion  which,  in  the  end,  gave  greater  power  of  action  and  thought.  Whilst  the 
English  woman  was,  by  the  necessity  of  the  case,  taught  more  of  the  modem 
langnagea,  she  was  not  so  commonly  taught  either  the  ancient  languages  or  the 
mathematics,  and  had  not,  therefore,  the  aame  amouit  of  mental  training.  In 
Xttgland,  too^  fbia  Woman'k  Bights  movement  was  met  by  more  aerione  obata* 
cles.  It  had  to  encounter  all  the  thunders  of  2^  Thunderer — all  the  terrors  cA 
The  Times — whilst  here  it  had  to  umlergo  the  very  diluted  thunders  of  The  Times 
the  Little.  A  recent  traveler  has  remarked  that  he  could  distinguish  the  Massa- 
chusetts women  from  the  women  of  any  other  State — ^not  because  they  spoke 
thningh  their  nose,  or  emig  psalms,  Init  beoaaae  they  had  "vieirik*'  Sveiy 
woman  had  her  "  views**  iqwn  every  subjeot  It  was  true  timt  the  Bngllsh 
women  had  superb  frames,  grand  muscles,  fine  energies,  that  they  spoke  two  or 
thrc  e  Ifinguages,  but  then  they  usually  didn't  have  any  views j  and  he  thanked 
God  that  he  lived  in  a  State  where  women  had  them. 

He  had  spoken  ftr  woman  and  to  woman,becaawhe  was  a  man.  He  did  nol 
dare,  as  a  BepubHosn  vofesr,  to  tbrow  his  vote  with  one  hand,  without  doing 
something  for  Woman's  Rights  with  the  other.  Men  and  women  were  one  be- 
fore God,  and  this  union  can  not  be  perfect  until  their  equality  be  recognized. 
80  long  as  woman  is  cut  off  from  education,  man  is  deprived  of  his  just  educa- 
tion.  80  k>ng  as  woman  is  crushed  into  a  slave,  so  long  will  man  be  narrowed 
into  a  despot.  Without  this  movement,  the  poUtiesl  omivantf  ons  of  the  present 
day  would  only  prove  to  posterity  that  the  nation  was  half  civilized;  but  now 
future  historians  will  record  that  in  1856,  New  York  had  not  only  hercancoses 
and  her  ballot-boxes,  but  her  Woman's  Rights  Convention  also. 

Mrs.  Rose  wished  to  remark,  in  reference  to  the  resolution  otTered  by  Mr. 
Bigginson,  that  English  women,  to  her  knowledge,  were  very  sctivB  in  Ibrwsrd- 
ing  the  Woman^i  Bights  movement  throoghoot  Oreat  Britain.  And  not  only 
English  women,  but  young  and  noble  English  girls — girls,  who  were  too  timid 
to  take  part  publicly  in  the  movement,  but  who  were  untiring  and  indefatiga- 
ble in  making  converts  and  enlisting  aid.  There  was  ^iisA  Smith,  Miss  Fox, 
flMdaq^ter  of  the  odehratad  W.  J.  Fox,  the-eloqiient  leetorer  and  member  of 
Parliament  for  Oldham,  Hiss  Psrkes,  and  others.  They  had  devoted  themselves 
to  the  great  work,  which  was  more  difficult  in  that  country  than  this.  They 
bad  no  declaration  of  independence  to  appeal  to,  declaring  that  all  men  were 
created  equal,  and  endowed  with  the  incalculable  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  ot  nappinoss.  They  had  no  such  standard  to  appeal  to  there,  because 
men  there  were  not  reeognfatedssikee.  Bsaking-lntawts,  msmdhetorlng  inter* 
«8ts,  land  monopolies,  and  monopolies  of  every  other  kind  were  reprossntsd  in 
England,  but  not  men.  The  principle  of  universal  suffruge  lind  not  yet  ob- 
tained in  England,  and  heooe  the  greats  difficulties  that  woman  had  to  en- 
counter there. 

Another  obstaele  was  the  di^sion  of  the  people  into  elssses  and  castss.  No 
movement  ooidd  make  headway  In  England  unless  it  was  commenced  among 

what  are  termed  the  higher  classes.  Every  petition  to  Parliament  must  first 
have  some  names  that  have  a  title  attached  to  them  before  it  can  obtain  othei 
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signatures.  The  thinking  portion  of  the  middle  classes  were  kept  silent  to  9 
great  ezteDt,  because  of  their  utter  inability  to  do  anything  unless  it  was  takes 
vp  ind  tiipportod  by  the  biglier  rliww.  But  tliit  ttato  of  things  would  not 
coiitinae  long;  there  ww  good  time  ooning**  then  ae  well  ae  heio^  CHgnn* 
tores  by  thousands  had  been  obtained  to  the  Woman's  Petition,  and  the  pn- 
sumed  by  the  time  it  was  preaeated  to  Parliament  it  would  contain  tens  of 
thousands  of  names. 
Mrs.  Rose  then  offered  the  fbHowing  rcsolation  from  the  Committee : 

iiiwtNfmJ,  That  we  also  present  our  assaranccs  of  respect  and  sympathy  to  tiie  sup' 
porteiaof  the  eMweoC  women  to  Bute,  the  worthy  neoMiOct  ef  FanUne  Bolaad  and 
^aamie  Derolne,  who,  In  the  fsoa  of  Imperial  despotlstn,  dars  to  teU  the  tmth. 

In  commendog  on  thia  leadliilion,  Un^  Row  remarked  thai  If  die  diflleiittle» 
enrroondlng  EtagHah  women  who  advoeated  an  ameHontlon  ef  wom«n*B  ooii- 

dition  were  great,  how  much  grenteir  were  those  whirh  surrounded  the  French 
women,  owing  to  the  blight  of  despotism  in  that  country.  They  could  write- 
their  thoughts,  but  their  writings  could  not  be  pablished  in  France.  They  had 
to  lend  fliem  to  the  one  Stale  in  Ita|j  whSdh  waa  not  oraabed  bj  dailc 
and  bitter  deapoUam.  Ibat  bright  spot  ia  Sardinia.  Hie  worka  of  the  noU» 
IVench  women  had  to  be  sent  to  Turin,  printed  tibera,  and  aent  baek  to  Pari» 
for  private,  pecret  distribution.  And  when  these  women  met  in  consultation, 
they  had  to  watch  the  doors  and  windows,  to  see  that  all  was  secure.  Sbo- 
knew  many  of  them,  but  dared  not  mention  their  namca,  for  fear  they  might 
be  bonie  aoraaa  the  Atlantle,  and  lead  to  their  oppreaelon  and  proaeripllon. 
The  noblest  thoughts  that  had  ever  been  nttawd  in  France  ^cre  by  women^ 
not  only  before  the  Bfvnlntion.  but  down  to  the  present  day.  Madame  Roland 
was  imprisoned  for  uttering  the  truth,  in  consequence  of  which  imprisonment: 
she  lost  her  arm.  Jeanne  Deroine  was  exiled,  and  now  resides  in  London^ 
where  ahe  aupporta  heraell^  two  daughtera  and  eon.  She  waa  teaching  then» 
heridf,  because  ahe  had  no  meana  to  pny  fbr  their  edncatf on.  Bho  fllled  their 
minds  with  noble  thoughts  and  feelings,  even  to  the  very  encrifice  of  themselves 
for  the  benefit  of  the  race,  and  more  especially  for  the  elevation  of  wuman^ 
without  which  she  feels  convinced  that  the  elevation  of  man  can  never  be 
aooompUahed. 

Bat  while  the  namea  of  n  few  anoh  noblewomen  were  made  pnbHo^  hnndrada,. 

nay,  thousands,  who  had  done  as  much,  and  even  more  than  these,  were  In 
obscurity.  They  were  constantly  watching  to  find  what  wae  done  in  America. 
And  there  wus  one  thing  which  characterized  these  French  women,  and  that 
was,  the  entire  absence  of  jealousy  and  envy  of  the  talents  and  virtueA  of 
othen.  Wherever  they  aee  a  man  or  woman  of  InleDeet  or  vlrtae,  they  recog* 
nisethem  aa  n  brother  or  sister;  and  they  never  ask  from  whom  a  great  thought 
or  a  virtuous  notion  cnmop,  but,  is  it  good,  is  it  noble?  It  seemed  to  hor  that 
the  character  of  the  French  women  was  the  very  essence  of  huinun  nobility. 
They  arc  ready  to  welcome,  with  heart  and  hand,  every  reformer,  without  stop- 
ping to  inquire  wheAer  he  ia  EngHah,  American,  German,  or  Tufc.  Bot  poor 
Ranee  waa  oppromed  aa  ahe  never  waa  befere.  The  navrper  thnt  now  diagmeen 
the  throne,  as  well  as  the  name  he  bean,  does  not  allow  the  free  utterance  of  a 
single  fi^  thought.  Men  and  women  are  taken  up  privately  and  impriaoned, 
and  no  newspaper  dares  to  publish  any  account  of  it 
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When  HiB.  Eom  had  ooiiGloded,  a  jouDg  gentlemaxi  in  the  rear 
of  tiie  hall  rose  ftom  hia  aeat,  and  deaived  to  make  a  few  ramarkB. 
We  anbaeqaently  nnderatood  he  waa  from  Virginia,  and  that  hia 
name  waa  Xeftirioh,  a  theolcgieal  atodent  He  aaked  whether  the 
elaima  of  woman^  which  had  heen  etated  and  advooated  in  the 
Conrention^  were  Ibnnded  on  Katore  or  BevehitioDf  He  wished 
Mr.  Higginson  woaM  enlighten  him  and  leveral  of  hia  ftienda  on 
that  Bobjeot. 

Rev.  lb,  'BsMxmm  Mid  thai  h«wM  Toy  glad  that  itiraanot  a  plaoe  for 
fhwdogleal  diMuaaion.  He  was  requested  to  wmmt  the  queiy  whether  the 

claims  of  woman,  as  stated  in  this  ConventioD,  were  founded  in  Nature  or 
Revelation,  To  define  either  what  Nature  or  Revelation  was,  would  involve 
metaphyiical  argument  and  abstract  considerations  that  would  take  up  the 
enlin  dej.  The  heais  of  the  movemait  me  not  doe  to  this  or  that  creed. 
•  Every  Womkn'i  Blgbts  man  or  wooun  does  his  or  her  own  thinking.  He  (the 
speaker)  did  Us  Ofirn.  Included  in  the  moremeot  were  men  and  women  of  all 
sects.  There  was  Wendell  Phillips,  who  thought  himself  a  strict  Calvinist; 
there  were  on  the  other  hand  professed  atheists  among  them,  and  there  were, 
be  believed,  Roman  Catholics,  io  that  it  would  be,  in  the  highest  degree,  pre- 
somplnotui  Ibr  say  one  man  to  speak  on  that  peenUsr  topie.  Antoinette  L. 
Brown  had  formed  her  idea  of  Wonum's  Rights  from  the  Bible,  and  sonie  of 
her  friends  thought  that  she  wa."  wasting  her  time  in  writincj  a  treatise  on 
Woman's  Rights,  deduced  from  Scripture.  She  was  an  orthodox  Contrrega- 
tional  minister,  ordained  in  a  Methodist  meeting-bouse,  while  a  iiaptist 
ndnistv  prssehed  the  ordination  sermon.  There  were  some  of  the  Woman^ 
Bights  Meads  who  believed  that  we  conld  get  support  from  the  Mble,  and 
some  who  believed  we  could  not,  and  who  did  not  care  whether  we  can  or  not. 
There  were,  also,  those  who  simply  believed  that  God  made  man  and  woman, 
and  knew  what  He  was  about  when  He  made  them — giving  them  hghis 
Ibtmded  on  the  eternal  tows  of  nstore.  It  was  i^on  these  laws  of  aatun  that 
he  (Mr.  H.)  ihnnded  bis  WMnaa*S  Rights  doetilnes.  If  there  wss  say  book  nr 
teacher  in  the  world  which  contradicted  them,  he  was  sorry  for  tikat  book  and 
for  that  teacher.    Was  the  gentleman  answered  ? 

The  Qbntleman  vvlou.  Yiboinza  rose,  in  his  place,  in  the  rear  of  the  build- 
ing, and  replied  that  be  wss  not  answered.  Although  earnestly  invited  to 
come  upon  the  pbtlhrm  and  address  the  andienoe,  he  deettned  to  do  so.  His 
remarks,  in  consequence,  were  insndible  to  about  one-half  the  andienoe.  He 
said  it  Bcemed  to  him  that  there  was  an  inronsistcncy  and  an  antagonism  be- 
tween theology  and  Mr.  Higginson's  views,  as  expresised  by  himself.  The 
gentleman  had  contradicted  himself.  He  refused  to  treat  the  question  on  the 
ground  of  rerdation,  and  then  dsdsred  that  the  ohdm  of  Wonisa*s  Righto  was 
founded  on  the  ftmdsinentsl  laws  of  God  and  natore.  Here  he  took  Issne  with 
Mr.  IT.  The  test  of  the  nattiralness  of  a  claim  was  its  universality.  The  prin- 
ciples uf>on  which  it  was  based  must  be  found  wherever  man  was  found,  and 
must  have  existed  through  all  time  and  under  every  condition  of  life.  What 
was  Iband  everywhere  under  all  droomstanoes  was  aatoiaL  This  Woman*s 
Righto  daim  was  not  firand  eveiywhere  even  in  this  country,  let  sloae  others. 


Digitized  by  GoOgle 


648  Hi&tory  of  Wofnan  Svffrage, 


He  knew  many  enlightened  end  leflned  dittricte  which  hed  nerer  heeid  tiie 
iwiiidples  of  tiiie  iodefyt  modi  leas  fUt  them.  Thcf  were  not  popokr  eny- 
where  in  the  age  in  which  they  were  inaugurated.   Therefore  they  were  not 

founded  in  nature,  and  the  claim  of  naturalism  must  fall  to  the  ground.  The 
taste  for  the  beautiful,  and  the  love  of  right,  were  innate  faculties  of  the  uiind, 
because  they  existed  everywhere;  not  so  with  the  recognition  of  the  claim  of 
Woman's  Bij^iti.  Again,  the  claim  wat  not  haaed  on  rovebtlon,  whidi  he 
would  pffoiTe  in  this  way :  Reflation  la  noftr  inoonnatent  with  itaelC  The 
claim  for  woman  of  the  right  to  vote,  inasmuch  as  she  would  of  necessity  vote 
as  8he  pleased,  and  therefore  sometimes  contrary  to  her  husband,  involved  a 
disobeUience  of  her  husband,  which  was  directly  antagonistic  to  the  injimction 
of  the  Soriptttrea  requiring  wivea  to  obey  thdr  hvabanda. 

Ax  sumuiT  QvASBB  Ladt  in  die  h4>dy  of  the  andicooe  roae,  and  told  tiie 
gentleman  from  the  Old  Dominion  that  if  he  wished  to  do  any  good  be  must 
come  on  the  platform  where  he  could  bo  heard.   The  gentleman  declined. 

Lucy  Stone  said  that  men  had  rights  as  well  as  women,  and  she  would  not 
insist  on  the  gentleman  coming  to  the  platform  if  he  chose  to  remain  where  he 
waa.  bat  it  woold  he  mora  oonrenicnt  if  he  woold  oome. 

Tna  GsxTLmaK  fbok  Viboinia  atill  deelined,  and  foooeeded  to  qnote 
Scripture  against  the  "Woman's  Rights  movement. 

The  Quaker  Ladt  again  started  up,  and  told  him  he  had  got  hold  of  the 
letter  of  the  Bible,  bat  not  the  spirit. 

LucT  Biosa  dadred  that  each  apeafcer  voiddtahe hiaor  hertoni,  *'in  doe 
order,  ao  that  all  might  bo  edified." 

The  GENTLBMAir  imoH  Yxmxvia  proceeded*  Beftrring  to  a  remark  of  Mr^ 
Phillips  on  the  preceding  evening,  in  connection  with  a  quotation  from 
Tacitus,  "  that  this  movement  was  Paul  against  the  Anglo-Saxon  blood,"  he 
Stood  by  the  apostle  to  the  Qentiles,  and  Mr.  Phillips  might  stand  by  the 
coRupted  8azon  blood. 

A  Gbhtlsmas  rose  and  requested  him  to  go  upon  the  phrtfinm,  aa  half  the 
audience  were  breaking  thmr  necka  bj  trying  to  liatoii  to  him.  Still  the 
gentleman  declined. 

Thk  Viboinian  argued  that  woman  was  nut  fitted  for  the  pulpit,  the  rostrum, 
orthelawoomrt«  beeanieherTdoewaanotpoiierftilenoiigli.  God  gave  her  a 
mitd,  aweet  Toloe,  fitted  Ibr  the  parkr  and  the  diamber,  fiir  the  plaoea  for 
which  He  had  designed  her.  Qod  has  not  gtren  her  a  constitution  to  sn&tain 
fatij^uo,  to  endure  as  man  endures,  to  brave  the  dangers  which  man  can  brave. 
She  was  too  frail,  too  slender — too  dehcatc  a  flower  for  rough  blasts  and 
tempests.  In  her  whole  physical  organization  there  was  proof  that  she  was 
not  capable  of  what  man  waa  capable.  Hers  waa  a  more  beaiitifU  miaaion 
than  man's — a  pure  atmosphere  was  hers  to  breathe.  Surrounded  by  all  gentle 
influences,  let  her  be  content  with  the  holy  and  beautiful  position  assigned  to 
her  by  her  Maker.  He  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech.  He  was  urged  into  it 
by  the  desultory,  erratic,  shallow,  superficial  reasonings  of  the  gentleman  who 
in  one  breath  invited  them  to  ftee  diacnimon,  and  in  the  next  defimed  and 
acandaliaad  the  editor  of  2^  3%m«»  becanae  he  took  the  libera  to  diacuaa  tiiia 
question  freely  in  Ida  pa|Mr. 

Mr.  HiooiNsoN  came  forwa-^d  yromptly  to  reply.  He  thanked  the  gen- 
tleman for  his  speech.   Such  speeches  were  just  what  the  Convention  wanted 
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He  was  glad  to  hear  from  the  apfdaose  wbioh  followed  the  gentleiiiaa*e 

reiDarks,  that  there  was  a  large  number  of  persons  present  who  were 
opposed  to  the  viewH  of  the  Convention.  It  was  of  little  use  talking 
to  friends  who  already  agreed  with  you,  but  it  was  always  of  advantage 
to  talk  to  opponents,  whom  yon  mi^t  hope  to  e^mtwrt  He  was  glad 
that  those  who  difbted  withttaeia  were  there,  beeaiue  it  showed  tiiat  the 
question  was  one  of  interest,  and  was  beginning  to  excite  those  who 
probably  had  bestowed  but  little  thought  on  it  before.  He  did  not  think 
the  gentleman  could  have  meant  what  he  said  whon  he  accused  him  of 
slander.  He  did  not  mean  to  slander  anybody.  And  be  did  not  think 
he  quite  meant  what  he  aald  about  his  enatlc  aod  AaDow  reasonings* 
He  would  appeal  to  all  If  he  had  not  treated  the  gentleman  with  ooortesy. 
He  thought  he  had  answered  the  gentleman's  inquiry,  when  in  reply  to 
the  question  whether  he  founded  this  claim  on  nature  or  on  revelation, 
be  said  that  he  personally  founded  it  on  nature.  If  there  was  in  the  com> 
pass  of  the  English  language  any  simpler  way  of  answering  the  question 
than  that  he  did  not  know  it.  The  gentlemaa,  froni  the  eeope  of  Ills  re- 
maifcs,  evineed  a  oonidderable  love  for  metHthysloal  theology.  His  rea- 
soning appeare'l  to  bo  a  little  dim ;  perhaps  it  was  for  want  of  compre- 
hension on  hi^  part.  He  liked  to  plant  himBolf  on  the  fundamental 
principles  of  human  nature,  and  work  oat  his  opinions  from  them. 

In  reply  to  thq  gentleaian*s  reasoning  about  the  universality  of  a  thing 
being  a  test  of  its  natnrehiess,  he  eould  say  that  there  were  a  good  many 
raees  who  did  not  know  that  two  and  two  make  four.  According  to  tbe 
gentleman's  idea  of  natural  laws,  therefore,  it  was  not  natural  that  two 
and  two  should  make  four.  But  it  hod  always  been  a  question  among 
metaphysicians,  which  was  really  the  most  iiaiural  condition  for  man— > 
the  savage  or  the  elvilised  state  f  His  own  opinion  was  that  Am  state 
of  highest  onltivatlon  was  the  most  natural  state  of  man.  He  tried  to 
develop  bis  own  nature  in  that  way,  and  one  of  the  oonsequenoes  of  that 
development  was  the  conviction  that  two  and  two  made  four;  while  an- 
other was  the  conviction  that  his  wife  had  as  much  right  to  determine 
her  sphere  in  life  for  herself  as  be  bad  for  himself.  And  having  come  to 
that  eonvietlon,  he  should  endeavor  to  eaoy  It  out»  and  he  hoped  by  the 
time  tbe  young  gentleman  oame  to  have  a  wtts,  he  would  be  eonverted 

to  that  principle. 

In  reforonco  to  his  attack  on  the  editor  of  The  Daily  Times  for  the  arti- 
cle on  the  Woman's  Convention,  wbiob  bad  appeared  in  tbe  edition  of 
the  previons  day,  her  remarked  tfaiat  he  had  read  tliat  artiele  without  any 
partieular  reverenee  for  its  author.  He  knew  the  quarter  Itom  whieh 

it  came.  There  was  not  a  man  in  New  York  who  bettor  understood  on 
which  side  bis  bread  is  buttered  than  the  editor  of  The  Daily  IHmes. 
That  gentleman  alway.s  wishud  people  to  understand  that  his  journal  was 
The  Times,  and  was  not  The  Tribune,  and  never  failed  to  avail  himself  of 
the  Woman's  Bi^ts  movement  as  giving  him  suohan  opportunity.  Have 
yon  ever  seen  a  little  boy  running  along  the  street,  and  earsAilly  dodging 
between  two  big  boys  ?  If  yon  have,  that  was  tbe  editor  of  The  Times  be- 
tween CTreeley  and  Bennett.  TTje  THmes  seeks  to  be  a  Journal  and  nothing 
else.  1  will  always  say  of  it,  continued  the  speaker,  that  the  reports  in 
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Tht  Vtmt$  «TO  very  peifeet  and  Teiy  focoellent.  I  do  not  nmui  any  dlm- 
speet  to  the  oih«r  Mpoiim  pNMnt  when  I  My  tint  the  vqKi^ 
day's  proeeedings  of  tfai«  Convention,  published  in  this  moming't  Time^, 
was  fnller  and  far  more  perfect  than  the  report  of  any  other  paper.  And 
Ro  it  always  w  with  the  report*;  of  The  Timet.  They  are  as  fall,  aa  its  oriti* 
ciBms  on  moral  subjectti  are  empty. 

LucT  Bsonm  Taeatod  the  chair  to  addiesa  the  meeting.  Bhe  naa  more 
than  glad,  for  llie  sake  ot  the  eaase,  that  this  diaoaieion  had  aifaen.  Bhe 
was  glad  that  the  qnestlon  had  been  asked,  whether  this  claim  was  based 
on  nature  or  on  revelation.  Many  were  ankinp  the  same  question,  and  it 
was  proper  that  it  should  be  aiuiwered.  If  we  were  living  in  New  Zealand 
where  there  is  no  reTelatiom  and  nol»ody  hae  ever  heard  of  one,  there 
would  yet  be  an  ereilasting  trath  or  ftleeiiood  on  this  qoeetion  of 
womaa'a  rights,  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  idand  would  settle  It  In 
some  way,  withoat  revelation.  The  true  test  of  every  question  is  its  own 
merits.  What  is  true  will  remain.  ^Vhat  is  false  will  perish  like  the 
leaves  of  autumn  when  they  have  served  their  turn. 

Bat  in  regard  to  this  quMtion  of  Katnre  and  Bevelation,  we  found  oar 
elaim  on  both.  By  Berelation  I  soppose  the  gentleman  means  Soripture. 
I  find  it  there,  "  He  who  qpake  as  never  man  spake  **  held  up  before  ns 
all  radiant  with  God's  own  punh'prht  the  great  truth,  "All  things  whatso- 
ever ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you.  do  ye  even  so  to  them";  and 
that  revelation  I  take  as  the  foundation  of  our  claim,  and  tell  the  gentle- 
man who  takes  Issne  wltb  iis»  that  If  he  would  not  take  the  position  of 
woman,  denied  ilgfat  of  aoeess  to  oar  eolleges,  deprived  of  the  rifl^t  of 
property,  compelled  to  pay  taxes,  to  obey  laws  that  he  never  had  a  voice 
in  making,  and  be  defrauded  of  the  children  of  his  love,  then,  according 
to  the  revelation  which  he  believes  in,  he  must  not  be  thus  unjust  to  me. 

The  gentleman  says  he  believes  in  Paul.  So  do  I.  When  Paul  declares 
that  there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Cheek,  neither  bond  nor  firee,  male  nor  Hb- 
male  in  Christ,  Ibeileve  he  meant  what  he  said.  The  gentleman  wt^  he 
believes  in  Paul  more  than  In  the  Anglo-Saxon  blood.  I  believe  In  botti. 
But  when  Paul  tells  us  to  "subniit  ourselves  to  every  ordinance  of  man 
for  the  Lord  s  sake,"  and  to  "  fear  God  and  honor  the  king,"  the  heavy 
tread  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  blood  walks  over  the  head  of  Paul  and  sweeps 
away  ftom  Hds  repabUe  the  possibility  of  a  king.  And  the  gentleman 
himself;  I  presume,  wonld  not  assent  to  the  sway  of  a  erowned  moaareh, 
Paul  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding.  Just  as  the  people  have  out- 
grown the  injunction  of  Paul  in  regard  to  a  king,  so  have  the  wives  his 
direction  to  submit  themselves  to  their  husbands.  The  gentleman  inti- 
mates that  wives  have  no  right  to  vote  against  their  husbands,  because 
the  Seriptnros  eommand  sabmlsslon,  and  he  leani  that  it  wonld  cause 
trouble  at  home  if  they  were  to  do  so.  Lst  me  ^ve  him  the  reply  of  an 
old  lady,  gray  with  the  years  which  bring  experience  and  wisdom.  She 
said  that  when  men  wanted  to  get  their  fellow-men  to  vote  in  the  way 
they  desire,  they  take  especial  pains  to  please  thom,  they  smile  upon 
them,  ask  if  thdr  wives  and  children  are  well,  and  are  exceedingly  kind. 
Ihey  do  not  eipeet  to  win  thefar  vote  by  qnarrsiing  with  Ihem— that 
would  be  absurd.  In  the  same  way,  if  a  man  wanted  hls  wife  to  Toto  Ua 
his  candidate  he  will  be  sure  to  employ  conciliatory  means. 
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Th«  goldMk  role  eirttlM  ibis  wboto  qoMlton.  W«  elftim  It  as  oars,  and 
whateyer  Is  foond  in  the  Bible  contradictory  to  it,  never  came  from  God. 

If  men  quote  other  texts  in  conflict  with  this,  it  is  tlieir  bueinesp,  not 
mine,  to  make  them  harmonize.  I  did  not  quite  understand  the  gentle- 
man's definition  of  what  is  natural.  Bat  this  I  do  know,  that  when  God 
made  tbe  haman  loal  and  gave  it  certain  eapaoltiM,  He  meant  tbeiaea- 
paeitles  thonld  be  enrdMd.  Tbe  wing  of  the  blid  indleatea  its  right  to 
fly;  and  the  fln  of  lilt fldi ttie  >t^t  to  swim.  So  in  human  beings,  tbe 
existence  of  a  power,  presupposes  the  right  to  its  use,  subject  to  the  law  of 
benevolence.  The  gentleman  says  the  voice  of  woman  can  not  be  heard. 
I  am  not  aware  that  the  audience  finds  any  diffloolty  in  hearing  us  from 
this  platform.  All  Europe  and  Ameiiea  have  listened  to  the  voice  of 
Ttf^^^m  Biiflhiil  and  Jenny  Iilnd.  The  oapaotfy  to  speak  fadioates  the 
right  to  do  so,  and  the  nobleet,  highest,  and  best  thing  that  any  one  eaa 
accomplish,  Is  what  that  person  ought  to  do,  and  what  God  holds  him  or 
her  accountable  for  doing,  nor  should  we  be  deterred  by  the  senseless 
cry,    It  is  not  our  proper  sphere." 

As  Mgaids  woman's  voting,  I  lead  a  letter  fkom  a  lady  traveling  In  the 
British  prorinees,  who  says  that  by  a  provlndal  law  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick,  women  were  actually  voter;^  for  members  of  Parliament; 
and  still  the  seasons  come  and  go,  children  are  bom,  and  fish  flock  to 
that  shore.  The  voting  there  is  tiua  wee.  In  Canada  it  is  well  known 
that  women  vote  on  the  question  of  s(Amh>1s.  A  friend  told  me  when  the 
law  was  first  passed  giving  wimien  who  owned  a  eertain  amonnt  of  prop> 
erty,  or  who  paid  a  given  rental,  a  right  to  vote,  he  went  trembling  to 
the  polls  to  see  the  result.  The  first  woman  who  came  was  a  large  prop- 
erty holder  in  Toronto;  with  marked  respect  the  crowd  gave  way  as  she 
advanced.  She  spoke  her  vote  and  walked  quietly  away,  sheltered  by 
her  womanhood.  It  was  all  the  proteetion  she  needed.  In  Usee  of  all  the 
azgoments  In  favor  ol  tile  Ineapaelty  of  woman  to  be  assoeiated  In  gov^ 
eimnent.  f^tood  the  fact  that  women  had  sat  on  thrones  and  governed  as 
pnccessfully  nn  men  England  owes  more  to  Queen  Elizabeth  than  to  any 
other  sovereign  except  Alfred  the  Great.  We  iiiust  not  always  be  look- 
ing for  precedents.  New  ideas  are  boru  uud  old  ones  die.  Ideas  that 
have  prevailed  a  thoasand  years  have  been  at  last  exploded.  Bveiy  new 
troth  has  Its  birth-plaee  In  a  manger,  lives  thirty  yean,  is  enuifted,  and 
then  deified.  Columbus  argued  through  long  years  that  there  must  be  a 
western  world.  All  Europe  lftuj?hed  nt  hiin.  Five  crowned  heads  reject- 
ed him,  and  it  was  a  woman  at  last  who  sold  her  Jewels  and  fitted  out 
bis  ships.  So,  too,  the  first  idea  of  applying  steam  to  machinery  was  met 
with  the  woild*B  derision.  Bat  its  triumphs  are  xeoognlied  now.  What 
we  need  is  to  open  oar  minds  wide  and  give  hospitality  to  every  new 
thought,  and  prove  its  truth. 

I  want  to  say  a  word  upon  the  resolutions.  The  present  time,  just  after 
a  presidential  election,  is  most  appropriate  to  consider  woman's  demand 
for  solbage.  The  Kepublican  party  claims  eepedally  to  represent  the 
principles  of  fireedrim,  and  during  the  last  campaign  has  been  calling 
upon  women  for  help.  One  of  the  leaders  of  that  party  went  to  Eliw- 
beth  Cady  Stanton  and  said  he  wanted  hor  helji  in  this  campaign,  and 
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before  she  told  me  what  answer  she  made,  she  asked  me  how  I  woald 
have  felt  if  the  same  had  been  asked  of  me.  I  told  her  I  should  have  felt 
as  Samaon  did  when  tike  PhlUstlneB  put  out  Us  eyes,  sad  tiiea  asked  fhat 
he  should  make  merriment  for  them.  The  BepabUoan  party  are  a  pait 
of  those  who  compel  us  to  obey  laws  we  never  had  a  voice  in  makin?— 
to  pay  taxes  without  our  consent;  and  when  we  ask  for  our  political  and 
legal  rights,  it  laughs  iu  our  face,  and  only  says:  "Help  ua  to  places  of 
power  and  erndtoment,  and  um  will  rale  over  yon.**  I  know  there  are 
men  in  the  BepnbUean  pari^  who,  like  our  friend  Mr.  Sgginson,  take  a 
higher  stand,  and  are  ready  to  recognize  woman  as  a  co-sovereign ;  but 
they  are  the  exceptions.  There  is  but  one  party — that  of  Gerrit  Smith — 
that  makes  the  same  olainx  for  woman  that  it  does  for  man.  But  while 
the  Bspobliean  and  Demieiatlo  parties  deny  oar  politieal  nistenee, 
they  most  not  esipeot  that  we  shall  respond  to  tiielr  sails  for  aid. 

Madame  de  Stael  said  to  Bonaparte,  when  asked  why  she  meddled  with 
politics :  *'  Sire,  when  women  liavo  their  heads  out  oflf,  it  is  but  just  they 
should  know  the  reason."  Wlmtovar  political  influence  springs  into  be- 
ing, woman  is  atfectod  by  it.  We  have  the  same  rights  to  guard  that 
men  have;  we  shall  therelore  in^t  upon  oar  eUdms.  We  shall  go  to 
your  meetings,  and  by  and  by  we  shall  meet  with  the  same  success  that 
the  Roman  women  did,  who  claimed  the  repeal  of  the  Appian  law  War 
had  emptied  the  treasury,  and  it  was  still  necessary  to  carry  it  on;  women 
were  required  to  give  up  their  Jewels,  their  carriages,  etc.  But  by  and  by. 
jphen  the  war  was  ot^,  they  wished  to  rssnme  their  old  privileges.  They 
yot  ap  a  petition  for  the  rspeal  of  the  law;  and  when  tiie  senators  went 
to  th^  places,  tliey  found  eyery  avenue  to  the  forum  thronged  by  women, 
who  said  to  them  h.s  they  passed,  "  Do  us  justice."  And  notwithstand- 
ing Cato,  the  Censor,  was  liguinst  thorn,  affirming  that  men  must  have 
failed  iu  their  duty  or  women  would  not  be  elamoroos  Ibr  their  rights, 
yet  the  obnozioas  law  was  repealed. 

In  that  story  of  Mr.  Higginson's,  of  the  hercdo  woman  in  Kansas  whose 
left  arm  was  cut  olT.  there  is  a  lesson  for  us  to  learn.  I  tell  you,  Indies, 
though  we  have  our  left  liand  cut  off  by  unjust  laws  and  customs,  wc  have 
yet  the  right  hand  left;  and  when  we  once  demand  the  ballot  with  as 
mnoh  flimness  as  that  Kansas  danglhter  did  her  horse,  lielieye  me,  it  will 
not  be  in  the  power  of  men  to  withhold  it — even  the  border  nilBans 
among  them  will  hasten  to  restoie  It  After  all,  the  faalt  is  oar  own. 
We  haTe  sat  to 

**  Suckle  foolii,  and  chronicle  small  beer ;" 

and,  in  inglorious  ease,  have  forgotten  that  we  are  integral  parts  in  the 

fabric  of  human  society — that  all  that  interests  the  race,  interests  us. 
We  have  never  once,  as  a  body,  claimed  the  practical  application  of  the 
principles  of  our  government.  It  is  our  own  fault.  Let  it  bo  ao  no 
longer.  Let  us  say  to  men :  "  GoTsnunent  is  Jnst  only  when  It  obtains 
the  oonsent  of  the  governed  we  are  govsnied,  mumnder  to  tw  our  hMot. 
If  tliey  deride,  still  answer:  Surrender  oar  ballot  !  and  they  win  gire  it 
up.  "It  is  not  in  our  stars  that  we  are  underlings,  but  in  ourselves." 
Woman  has  sat,  like  Mordeoai  at  the  king's  gate,  hoping  that  her 
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silent  presence  would  bring  justice;  but  justice  has  not  come.  The 
world  hae  talked  of  universal  snffrage;  but  it  has  made  it  universal  only 
to  man.  It  ii  tlm«  we  spoke  and  Mted.  It  Iji  time  we  gave  man  lUtti  In 
woman— and,  atUl  more»  woman  lUltii  In  henelt  It  ia  time  both  men 
and  women  knew  that  whatever  has  been  aobleved  by  woman  in  tbe 
realm  of  mind  or  matter,  has  been  achieved  by  right  womanly  women. 
Let  n«  then  work,  and  continue  to  work,  until  the  world  shall  assent  to 
our  ri^ht  to  do  whatever  the  capacities  God  has  given  us  enable  us  to  do. 

BuBAS  B.  ASTBOOVT  voee  and  aaid  that  several  gentlemen  had  handed 
her  eontribntiona,  one  $40,  another  |25.  She  tnuted  that  all  New  Tork 
men  and  women  would  find  tbey  had  something  more  to  do  than  listen  to 
speeches. 

IXriBR  FBOM  H0&40B  OBBBLET. 

Nbw  Tobk»  JToMmter  tt,  18M. 

MT  Tsaxsn: — ^Yon  are  promised  to  be  present  and  speak  at  the  ap- 
proaching "Woman's  Rights  Convention."  I,  too  mean  to  attend  its 
deliberations,  or  some  portion  thereof,  but  not  to  take  part  In  thoni.  For  I 
flud  this  evil  apparently  inseparable  from  all  Radical  gatherings:  a  very 
laige  and  InHoential  portion  of  the  press,  inelnding,  I  grieve  to  sagr«  relig- 
ions as  well  as  seeolar  Jonmala^  aire  psone  and  eager  to  expose  to  odlnm 
those  whom  they  would  undermine  and  destroy,  by  attributing  to  them, 
not  the  sentiments  they  have  personally  expressed,  but  thofse  of  others  with 
whom  thoy  are  or  have  been  associated  in  some  reformatory  movement. 
Ue,  then,  who  appears  as  a  speaker  at  a  Woman's  Rights  Convention  is 
made  responsible  for  whatever  may  be  nttered  at  sneh  Convention— no 
matter  by  whom— which  is  most  likely  to  excite  popular  prejndioe  and 
arouse  popular  hostility.  I  have  borne  a  good  .«hare  of  this  unfairly  ex- 
cited and  unjust  odium,  with  regard  to  the  dietetic,  anti-slavery,  and  so- 
cial reforms  suggested  in  our  day,  and  shall  bear  on  as  patiently  as  I 
may ;  but  I  grow  Older,  and  do  not  eonfkont  tita  WMld  cm  »  fresh  Issue 
with  so  light  a  hearty  so  eareless  a  deflanoe,  as  I  might  have  dcme  twenty 
yean  ago.  Allow  me,  then,  through  you,  to  say  what  I  think  of  the 
woman's  rights  movement,  it«  objects,  incitements,  and  limitations.  If  I 
may  thus  attain  perspicuity,  I  can  bear  the  imputation  of  egotism. 

1.  I  deem  the  intellectual,  like  the  physical  capacities  of  women  un- 
equal In  tike  avenge  to  those  of  men;  but  I  peroelve  no  reason  In  this 
natural  diversity  fbr  a  fturtltions  and  snpeiindueed  legal  Inequality.  On 
the  contrary,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  fact  of  a  natural  and  madwd  dia- 
crepancy  in  the  average  mental  as  well  as  muscular  po%vcrs  of  ni(>n  and 
women  ought  to  allay  any  apprehensions  that  the  latter,  in  the  abi?enco 
of  legal  interdicts  and  circumscriptions,  woald  usurp  the  functions  and 
privileges  of  the  former. 

%,  I  believe  the  range  of  employment  for  woman.  In  our  age  and  coun* 
try,  far  too  restricted,  and  the  nvomge  recompense  of  her  labor,  conse* 
quently  far  lef-s  than  it  should  be.  In  saying  this,  I  do  not  intimate  a 
doubt  that  the  best  possible  employment  for  most  women  is  to  be  found 
In  the  care  and  management  of  their  own  booseholds  respectively,  with 
the  rearing  and  tn^ing  of  their  children.  But  many  women,  including 
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some  of  the  most  noble  and  estimable,  are  never  called  to  preside  over 
hoaseboids;  while  some  oi  the  called  are  impelled  to  decline  the  invita- 
tion, in  point  of  fMt,  then,  t3iM»  is  and  ttlwaxa  wUl  be  a  large  propor- 
tion  of  the  gentler  set  who  are,  at  least  tempotaiQy,  reqaifed  to  earn 
their  own  subsistence,  and  vindicate  their  own  usefulnosB  in  some  other 
capacity  than  that  of  the  lovod  and  honored  wife  and  mother.  The  maiden 
or  widow,  blessed  with  opulence,  ouglit  to  be  insured  against  tlie  worse 
calamities  of  a  reverse  of  fortune,  by  the  mastery  of  some  handicraft  or 
industrial  avoeation;  she  ooght  to  lead  a  Ufe  of  peraistent  and  eflldent 
indnstfj,  as  the  falflllment  of  a  universal  duty;  while  her  unportloned 
dster  must  do  this  or  grovpl  in  deK^ading  idleness  and  dependence  on  a 
father's  or  brother's  overtaxed  ener/^ies,  looking  to  marriage  as  her  only 
chance  of  escape  therefrom.  For  niau's  sake,  no  le^s  than  woman'ti,  it  is 
wninently  destralde  that  that  largo  portion  of  onr  womsn,  yxbio  ta»  not 
«bsoil>ed  in  domestio  eans,  shoold  be  attzaeted  and  sttmnlated  to  indostrj 
by  a  wider  range  of  pursuits,  and  a  consequent  increase  of  recompense. 
I  deem  it  at  once  unjust  and — like  all  injustice — impolitic,  that  a  brother 
and  sister,  hired  by  the  same  fanner,  the  one  to  aid  him  in  his  own  round 
of  labor,  the  othsr  to  assist  his  wifa  in  heca,  sbonid  be  i»aid,-tiie  one 
tweWe  to  twenty,  the  other  bat  Ikmr  to  six  dollars  per  month.  The 
difference  in  their  wages  should  be  no  greater  than  in  their  physical  and 
mental  ability.  Still  more  glaring  is  this  discrepancy,  when  the  two  are 
employod  as  teachers,  and,  though  of  equal  efficiency,  the  one  is  paid  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  the  other  but  two,  or  in  that  proportion, 
merely  beoaose  the  formor  is  a  man  and  the  lattera  woman.  While  sueh 
di^arities  exist,  rigbt  here  in  this  metropolis  of  Ameriosaeivilization  and 
Christianity,  it  is  in  vain  that  Conservatism  stops  its  ears  and  raises  its 
eyebrows  at  the  announcement  of  a  Woman's  Rights  Convention. 

8.  Eegarding  marriage  as  the  most  important,  most  sacred,  and  tender 
of  hnman  relations,  and  deeming  it  irfeTooable^  save  by  death,  tt 
seems  to  me  essentiaj  that  woman  should  be  piofteied  sueh  a  laage  of 
employments,  with  such  adequate  recompense,  as  to  enable  her  at  all 
times  to  support  herself  in  honored  and  virtuous  Independence,  so  that 
marriage  shall  be  accepted  by  her  at  the  dictates  of  love,  and  not  of  hun- 
ger. Much  might  be  urged  on  this  point,  but  I  choose  simply  to  com- 
mend it  to  the  oonsidesation  of  others. 

4.  Astowouuiu'8  voting  or  holding  office,  I  defer  implicitly  to  herself. 
If  the  women  of  this  or  any  other  country  believe  their  rights  would  be 
better  secured  and  their  happiness  promoted  by  the  assumption  on  their 
part  of  the  political  fruucliises  and  respousibiUtiea  of  men,  I,  a  Hepubli- 
ean  in  principle  from  eoovietlon,  shall  eerti^nly  interpose  no  objeotlon. 
I  peroeiTe  what  seem  to  be  serioos  praotieal  dilHeultlss  in  the  way  of 
realizing  such  assumption;  but  these  are  difficulties,  not  for  me,  but  for 
them.  I  deem  it  unjust  that  men  should  bo  so  constantly  and  unquali- 
fiedly impeached  as  denying  rights  to  woman  which  the  great  majority 
of  women  seem  quite  as  relnotant  to  elaim  as  men  are  to  oooeede.  I 
apfwehend  that  wlieneTer  women  shall  generally  and  earnestly  desire  an 
equality  of  political  franchises  with  men,  they  will  meet  with  Uttle 
impediment  from  the  latter. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Letter  from  Hon.  William  Hay. 


655 


ft.  I  eaa  not  dian  at  all  in  the  apptebensloiwof  flioteirtio  an  alafuwd 

at  tha  Woman's  B|ght8  agitation,  lest  it  sboiild  naiilt  in  tho  unsexiqg  of 
woTTian.  or  her  general  deflection  from  her  proper  sphere.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  feel  sure  that  tho  freest  inquiry  and  discussion  will  only  result  in 
a  clearer  and  truer  appreciation  of  woman's  proper  position,  and  a  more 
ganeial  and  rigid  adtaerenoe  thereto.  "Let  ttiese  be  light  I  **  Ibr  tiiia  is 
an  indiapenaable  eondition  of  all  true  and  healthy  growth.  Let  aU  eon* 
▼iotiona  Und  free  ntteranoe— all  grievances  be  stated  and  oonaidered.  In 
the  range  of  my  observation,  I  have  found  those  women  who  were  con- 
scious of  defoctH  in  tlio  present  legal  and  social  position  of  their  sei 
among  the  most  zealous,  faithful,  and  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their 
honaehold  and  panntal  datiea.  I  feel  confident  that  a  general  diaeoa- 
alon  of  the  anbjeet  of  Woman'a  Bights  iriU  xesnlt  in  a  more  general 
recognition  and  cheerful  performance  of  woman*a  appropriate  duties. 

Yeiy  truly  yoars,  Hobacb  Grsblbt. 

Rev.  Samusl  J.  Hat. 

LFirBB  raOK  HON.  WILLIAM  HAT,  OF  SABATOGA  qFRfKOS. 

I  acknowledge,  with  much  pleasure,  the  receipt  of  a  printed  circular, 
calling  for  the  Seventh  Woman's  Rights  Annual  Convention.  I  also 
acknowledge,  with  increased  pleasure,  and  perhaps  with  more  pride  than 
becomes  me,  the  accompanying  invitation  to  attend  that  Convention, 
and  take  part  in  ita  proceedinga.  I  like  thia  word,  becanae  It  impUea 
progreaa. 

Pre-engagement  will  prevent  my  personal  attendance  at  the  Broadway 
Tabernacle,  but,  be  assured,  my  heart  shall  be  there,  with  all  its  desires 
and  hopes  for  the  future  of  humanity;  because  I  am  convinced  that 
until  the  individual  and  social  rights  of  our  whole  race,  without  dis- 
tinction of  caste  or  aez,  shall  have  been  anivecaally  recognised,  the 
tyrannies  of  earth  will  not  cease  from  oppressing  it. 

I  wish  that  every  woman  in  the  United  States  could  be  at  New  Yorkj 
throughout  the  continuance  of  your  Convention,  where  each  might  see 
for  herself,  in  Mrs.  Lucretia  Mott,  what  woman  may  be,  and  should  be, 
and  must  be,  before  her  aez  can  attain,  individnally  and  socially,  that 
eqnal  atation  to  which  the  lawa  of  Katnre  and  of  Natare'a  God  entitle" 
her.  For  physical  and  mental  improvement  of  man's  condition,  accord- 
ing to  his  birthright  and  educational  capacity,  there  must  be,  in  America, 
more  Marys,  the  mothers  of  Wa«hingtons. 

l%e  great  political  and  legal  reform  announced  in  your  circular,  con- 
templating complete  developinent  of  the  entire  fanman  race,  is  aliready  • 
operating,  aympathetlsally  and  anspfadonaly,  in  Bnxope,  npon  pre- 
eminent minds,  like  that  of  Lord  Brougham,  and  may  favorably  react, 
in  practical  adoption  here,  of  JefTcrson's  elementary  truth  (ahuost  a  self- 
evident  proposition,  and  yet  treated  as  theory),  that  government  derives 
its  just  powers  from  sufCrage-consent  of  all  (not  half)  of  the  governed. 
Partial  conaent  (especiaUy  by  and  to  a  moiety  of  mankind,  arrogantly 
claiming,  like  Lonis  XIV.,  to  the  State)  can  conCsr  only  nnjost  power, 
which  HeaTcn'a  higher  law  of  liberty,  eqoality,  and  Justice  never  aanc- 
tioned. 
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Your  CcMiTeiitioii  la  moat  opportiiiM,  for  this  Continent  Is  tiiiMtened 

with  permanent  and  peculiar  danger,  prodaced  by  the  feudal  condition 
of  women.  I  allnde  to  the  increasing  curse  of  Mormonism,  a  oonsequenco 
of  woman's  legalized  inferiority  or  nonentity.  With  power  from  yoor 
loeal  attmtion  and  nadoabtod  wfim^  to  iiillaeiio«|  ton  aU  time,  the 
destiny  of  eveiy  otylUaed  eoiinti7,  the  members  of  jonr  Oonventlon, 
oonseioas  of  their  dnty,  ipfU  nsrer  flinch  from  the  responsibility  of  their 
position.  It  requires  an  unequivocal  and  uncompromising  claim  for 
perfect  equality  of  rights  in  every  department  of  manual  and  machine 
labor,  of  thought,  of  speech,  of  government,  of  society,  and  of  life  itself. 
Indeed,  testamentery  provision  tor  assertion  of  that  olaim,  by  those  f»w 
fortunate  women  who  have,  like  Mrs.  Blandina  Dudley,*  wealth  to  be> 
stow,  should  become  a  ruling  principle,  instead  of  that  passion,  so  strong 
in  death,  for  posthumous  pulpit  and  newspaper  applause,  which  Prot- 
estantism has  sagaciously  substituted  in  Heu  of  the  saving  urdinauoes  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Chnrdi.  Respectfully  yours, 

WkULZAM  HAX. 

LSITEB  VROU  VBAHOBS  D.  OAOB. 

St.  Louibi  Jfovsmisr  19, 1888. 

I>RAB  LuoT  Biora M ost  earnestly  did  I  desire  to  attend  this  Seventh 
Ifational  Convention,  more  especially  as  I  felt  that  I  should  be  the  only 
representative  from  the  west  side  of  the  great  Fatlier  of  Waters.  But  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  remove  the  barriers  just  now  opposed  to  so  long 
a  journey  and  absence  from  home.  There  is  much  thought  in  the  free 
States  of  the  great  West->maoh  less  of  eonservatism  and  ri^d  adherence 
to  Hie  old-<lme  enstoms  of  law  and  theology  among  the  masses,  than  in 
the  East.  Thousands  are  becoming  ready  to  be  baptized  into  a  new 
faith,  a  broader  and  holier  recognition  of  the  rights  of  humanity.  The 
harvest-fields  are  ripening  for  the  reapers. 

The  gloomy  nlgbt  i»  breaking— 
S>en  now  the  wiiilMatDa  rest 

With  a  brif^bt  and  choerlnp  radiance 

On  ttie  hlU-iopa  of  the  Wcat ; 
Tlie  mlcts  tie  slowly  riding 

From  the  valley  and  the  plaiii, 

And  n  spirit  is  awaking 

Tlmt  ehall  never  sleep  again. 

Bnt  since  I  can  not  meet  you  in  your  councils,  I  will  endeavor  to  allay  the 
disappoiutuient  by  striving  to  reach  with  my  pen  some  of  the  sunset  homes  ia 
the  far  West,  and  endeavor  to  snmae  women  there  to  her  duties  sad  naponsi* 
bllitles,  tbet  she  may  ^mpathim  more  IbUy  with  her  Xsstera  sisters,  who 
caught  the  first  glow  of  the  sunrise  hour  of  our  great  reform  movement.  "WSBti 
shiosrs  end  esmset  wishes  for  your  advancement  in  right  and  truth, 

I  am  respectftilly  yours,        Fbangss  D.  Gaqb. 

Mr.  HiQODTSOR  was  then  introduced.  Mrs.  President,  and  Laches  and 
Gentlemm :  I  think,  as  pcrbaiw  some  of  you  do,  that  a  ditjjNroportioDately  Isige 

•  She  geve  lUO^OOO  to  the  Obsemtety  in  Albssy. 
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portion  of  the  time  of  the  meeting  to-day  has  been  taken  up  by  the  speechc*  of 
men ;  therefore  I  do  not  intend  that  this  man's  speech  shall  be  a  very  long  one. 
I  NOMmber  a  certain  sermon,  of  which  it  wm  said  it  bad  nothing  good  in  it 
««oapt  ita  snt|^  and  ito  thortneai.  Uy  ■peeeh  it  going  to  be  lilte  tlist  MrmoD. 
But  there  is  one  great  adyantage  which  men  enjoy  in  speaking  on  a  'Wbinan^ 
Rights  platform:  they  can  not  help  doin/r  good  to  the  movement,  no  matter 
how  they  speak ;  for  if  a  man  speaks  well,  of  course  he  helps  it  by  his  speech ; 
and  if  he  speaks  ill  on  the  subject^  he  still  helps  it,  because  there  are  women 
about  bin  wboin»*t  qpeak  ill,  and  UwoonpaiiKW  te  mefbl. 

I  wiab  to  take  np  a  point  irbldh,aa  aman,  I  am  entitled  to  daim  abonld  baTO 
more  prominence  l^ven  it  than  has  yet  been  the  case ;  a  point  touobed  upon  by 
me  previously,  in  something  I  said  yesterday,  which  some  of  you  thought  was 
not  correct;  and  a  iK»int  touched  upon  by  Wendell  Pbilli{)s  thiri  aftrrnoon.  I 
mean  the  claim  of  the  Woman's  Rights  movement  on  woman;  the  wrong  douu 
by  woman  to  that  mofement;  and  the  injustice  of  tiie  charge  againat  man,  tbat 
be  ef^ecially  leaiati  it  And  yet  I  can  not  fblly  accept  the  positlcii  taken  by 
Bev.  Mr.  Johnson  and  Horace  Oreeley,  that  man's  doly  la  only  to  stand  aside 
and  let  woman  take  her  rights.  Not  so.  It  is  not  so  easy  as  that,  let  me  tell 
you,  gentlemen,  to  get  rid  of  the  responsibility  of  years  of  wrong.  We  men 
have  been  standing  for  years  with  our  bands  cru^hiug  down  the  shoulders  of 
woman,  so  tiiat  tbe  abonld  not  attain  her  true  altitude;  and  it  is  not  so  easy, 
after  we  have  cramped,  dwarfed,  and  crippled  her,  to  get  rid  of  onr  reip<nisi- 
hility  by  standing  back  at  last,  and  saying,  There,  we  will  let  you  go ;  stand 
up  for  yourself"  If  it  i<?  true,  as  these  women  say,  that  wo  have  wronged  them 
for  centuries,  we  have  got  to  do  something  more  than  mere  negative  duty.  By 
as  much  as  we  have  helped  to  wrong  them,  we  have  got  to  help  to  right  them ; 
by  as  mnch  as  we  have  disoonnged  them  heretofim,  we  have  got  to  encourage 
them  hcreaflber;  and  ttiat  is  why  I  wish  to  speak  to  women  to-night  of  their 
duties,  as  these  women  have  spoken  to  us  of  ours.  I  want  to  remind  them  that 
the  time  has  coiue  when  men  must  appeal  to  them;  for  be  assured  that  when 
women  are  ready  to  claim  their  rights,  men  will  be  ready  to  grant  them. 

There  are  three  special  obstacles,  Mrs.  Fresident|  to  tin  willingnees  of  woman 
to  do  her  simple  dnty  to  the  Woman's  Rights  movement.  Hie  first  is  die 
obstacle  of  folly — sheer,  unadnlterated  folly — the  folly  in  which  women  are 
trained,  and  in  which  we  men  help  to  train  them,  and  for  which  we  then 
denounce  them.  The  reason  why  many  women  don't  like  the  Woman's  liighta 
movement,  is  because  they  have  too  little  real  thought  in  them  to  appreciate  it 
at  an.  They  haye  been  bvought  up  aa  ftshlonable  aodety  brings  up  women  on 
one  side,  or  aa  mere  honsehold  drudgery  brings  them  np  on  the  other  in  each 
case,  without  power  to  apfnreci  ate  a  great  prindple— without  power  u-  appre- 
ciate a  sublime  purp^^se — without  power  to  appreciate  anything  but  a  "  good 
match,"  and  the  way  to  obtain  it.  On  their  entrance  into  life,  their  choici;  lies, 
for  social  position,  for  enjoyment,  fur  occupation,  for  usefulness,  in  this  narrow 
altemathre— between  a  hosband  and  nothing ;  and  that,  aa  Theodore  Parker 
'once  said,  is  very  often  a  choice  between  two  noOlngs.  These  women  may 
have  literary  culture  and  social  polish  ;  but,  for  want  of  an  idea  to  light  up 
their  eyes  and  strengthen  their  sonls,  these  things  are  only  letter  and  worth- 
lessness. 

A  certain  celebrated  French  woman  in  the  last  century  (MUe.  de  Lannay),  who 
42 
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made  matheawtioal  adenoe  her  etody,  at  laafe  had  a  lonr;  whennpan  ahe 
partial^  ibrgot  her  mathematica,  and  only  remembered  enough  of  it  for  practical 
purposes.  And,  in  her  Memoirs,  the  mentions  the  fact  that  her  lover  at  length 
began  to  be  lees  attentive  to  her;  so  much  so,  that  she  obfienred  that  whereas 
in  walking  home  with  her  in  the  erening,  he  need  to  take  pains  to  go  round 
the  two  ddea  of  the  pnbllc  aqnare,  in  order  to  make  the  walk  aa  long  aa 
possible,  he  now  cut  it  short  by  always  striking  across  the  center;  "  so  that  Ma 
love  for  mf.''  she  observes,  "must  luive  decreased  in  the  inverse  rntio  between 
the  diiigoiml  of  a  rectanguhir  paniUelo^'rain  and  the  sum  of  tw(t  ailjacent  sides." 
Who  shall  say  that  mathematics  are  wasted  on  a  woman  ailer  that  t  Now,  that 
is  the  warn,  of  the  adence  that  ia  taught  ia  half  oor  inatUationa  of  edneatioD,  in 
more  tiian  hatf  our  fiuihionable  hoarding-adioob»  in  nearly  all  the  moat  coM- 
Tatcd  social  circles  in  the  land.  How  can  yen  expect,  from  such  women,  any 
nobleness  or  appreciation  of  nobleness  ?  How  can  you  expect  any  from  such  a 
woman's  husband,  when  all  his  thoughts  of  woman  have  been  crushed  down,  by 
aad  experience,  to  the  level  of  hia  wift'e  capacitiea  t  When  I  find  a  man  who 
ia  ohatlnate  againat  Woman^a  iUghte,  I  try  to  find  oat  dther  what  aoti  of  a 
mother  or  what  aort  of  a  wife  that  man  has,  and  there  I  Qnd  the  key  to  his 
position ;  for  how  can  you  expect  any  man  to  hitve  a  noble  and  equal  idea  of 
woman,  when  his;  motliL-r  knows  nothint?  in  the  universe  beyond  a  cooking- 
Stove,  and  his  wife  haa  not  much  expcriiiieutul  ucquaiatance  even  with  that  I 

Ko;  the  fltat  obatade  to  tide  Woman's  Rights  movement  ia  the  ftminina,  that 
boilds  an  ita  hopes  upon  the  wretched  aduktiea  aad  flattery  of  mm-Ulwt 
think<*  *'  the  gentlemen  admire  weakness  in  a  woman."  Well,  so  they  do 
admire  to  liattcr  it  and  to  laugh  at  it !  Those  are  the  women  who  have  called 
out  from  gitled  men,  age  after  age,  those  terrible  denunciations  of  which 
Hteiatawia  AtDL  Women  whoanhen^ndiotiiinkmeii  adndiewaakncaa  In  a 
woman,  let  me  tell  yon  that  If  yon  want  to  know  what  men  really  think  of 
women,  you  mmi  go  beyond  the  flatteries  of  the  baU^NMmi;  yon  most  go 
beyond  the  compliments  of  the  public  speaker.  You  must  follow  your  yonng 
admirer  from  the  ball-room  into  the  bar-room,  where  he  ridicules  you  among 
his  companions,  and  laughs  at  the  folly  be  has  been  flattering.  You  must  pass 
Ihim  the  pabHc  meeting  into  the  oflleo  or  atody,  to  leam  bow  the  man  who 
flatters  woman  moat  may  de.spise  her  in  his  heart. 

Think  what  great  men  of  the  world  have  said  of  woman.  Voltaire  said: 
"Ideas  are  like  beards — women  and  young  men  have  none."  Lcssiag,  the 
German,  says:  ''The  woman  who  thinks  ia  like  a  man  who  puts  on  rouge — 
fIdHealoas.'*  Dr.  Haginn,  that  aooompliahed  literary  man,  says:  **  Wa  like  to 
hear  aftw  wordaitf  witflom  a  woman,  just  aa  we  like  to  bearaftwworda  of 
aenae  from  a  parrot— because  they  are  so  unexpected."  Those  things  were 
never  said  to  women,  but  they  were  said  of  them.  In  the  presence  of  female 
intellect,  men  arc  very  often  like  that  Englishman  who  wus  reproached  by  the 
judge  in  the  police-court,  becaose  he.  being  a  yeiy  large,  athletie  man,  allowed 
hia  wife,  who  waa  a  very  delicate,  pnny  woman,  oocaaiooally  to  heat  him. 
Said  the  judge :  "  How  can  you  allow  it  f  you  have  ten  times  her  strengtii.*' 
^'Oh,''  said  the  giant,  drawing  himself  up  to  his  full  stature,  "it  in  no  great 
matter;  it  plea.ses  her,  and  it  don't  hurt  nie.  "  Tiiat  is  the  way  men  deal  with 
female  intL-Uect — they  like  to  amuse  themselves  with  it,  to  flatter  it  as  an 
entert^ning  trifle.  But  when  it  oomes  In  eantiti  and  ahowa  Itself  then  it  la 
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tlist  ti&ttM  nen  ttaad  aparl  ftom  the  imw  tpectidA  of  a  wonuun  tniMformed 
into  ft  thinker  and  worker ;  while  true  men  rcjoioe  to  see  noblenaM  in  a  woman. 

There  is  not  a  man  here  vri.o  doe^  not,  in  liis  own  highest  moments,  reverence 
in  woman  the  same  qualities  he  admires  in  himself,  if  lie  thinks  he  claims 
them.  Power  of  clear  thought  and  of  heroic  action — every  man  admires  these 
in  woman  in  tlie  bort  nunneoti  of  bia  lift.  It  ii  when  ba  lowara  bimadf  to  tbc 
levd  of  iba  pnblio  meeting^  or  of  the  JhaMonable  drawhig-ioom,  that  he  i» 
<diangad  into  a  flatterer,  and  he  who  flatten  alwaji  deepliee  the  oli|}eet  of  Lis 

flattery. 

Another  source  of  opposition  to  this  movement  among  women  is  founded  in 
Fear,  it  does  not  require  much  courage  for  a  man  to  stand  on  a  Womau's 
Bigh  ts  platftmn.  I  do  not  lay  that  it  does  not  leqnire  noce  than  a  good  many 
men  have,  for  it  would  be  diflknlt  to  find  a  tltiag  ao  ea^j  as  not  to  do  that. 
He,  of  course,  has  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  old  nonsense  of  "  8tron<,'-rain(h'd 
■women  and  weak-minded  men."  Well,  I  am  willing  to  be  accounted  we:ik- 
ininded  in  the  presence  of  strength  of  mind  and  heart,  with  which  it  has  been 
my  privilege  to  be  Meodated  in  thia  moTiment.  That  fa  •  wnall  thing,  and  it 
Is  the  ezpeiienoe  of  e?ery  man  who  liaa  entered  into  Ukis  lefbrm,  that  iflie  had 
«  fiber  of  manhood  in  him  heretofore,  that  fiber  bad  been  doubled,  trebled,  and 
•quadrupled  before  he  had  been  in  it  a  year.  Instead  of  requiring  courage  for 
A  man  to  eater  into  thia  movement,  it  rather  requires  courage  to  keep  out  of 
it,  if  he  ia  a  logical,  clear-headed  man.  Bnt  witti  a  woman  it  is  different.  She 
needs  much  ooqrage.  A  woman  who,  ibr  instance,  has  been  engaged  in  some 
ffiterary  avocation,  uid  obtained  some  position,  does  not  wish  to  risk  her 
teputation  by  connecting  herself  with  those  who  advocate  the  right  of  woman, 
not  merely  to  write  and  to  speak,  but  to  vote  also;  hence,  while  admitting, 
aecretly  admitting,  the  justice  of  the  claim,  she  will  shrink  back  from  avowing 
it  Ibr  ftar  of  "losing  her  poritioB."  Howoan  any  hnve  man  honor  sneh  a 
feoreant  woman  aa  that,  who^  liaving  gained  ill  the  wants  to  heneK  mider 
4M>Tcr  of  tiie  bolder  cfTorts  of  these  nobler  spirits,  then  settles  back  upon  the 
•ease  and  comfort  of  that  position,  and  turns  her  «imn11  artillery  on  her  own 
aisters  ?  I  feel  a  sense  of  shame  for  American  literature,  when  I  think  how  our 
literary  women  shrink,  and  cringe,  and  apologize,  and  dodge  to  aroid  being 
iaken  ftr**strongHBBinded  women."  Oh,  therete  no  danger.  I  don*t  wonder 
;that  their  literary  eiBTorts  are  stricken  with  llie  palsy  of  weakness  from  the 
beginning.  I  don't  wonder  that  our  magazines  are  tilled  with  diluted  stories, 
in  which  sentimental  heroines  sigh,  cry,  and  die  through  whole  pages  of  weary 
ilatness,  and  nut  a  single  noble  thought  relieves  that  Sahara  of  cmptincas  and 
hanenness.  It  is  a  retribntion  on  them.  A  nun  or  woomn  oan  not  pnt  in  a 
book  more  ttiaa  they  haTO  in  thenudves,  and  if  woman  is  not  noMe  enoqgfa  to 
■appreciate  a  great  thought,  she  is  not  noble  enough  to  write  one.  I  don't 
wonder  that  their  &me  does  not  keep  the  promise  of  its  dawn,  when  that  dawn 
is  so  dastardly. 

The  timo  will  come,  let  ma  tell  yon,  ladies,  when  the  first  qoestioa  asked 
«boQl  any  woman  in  this  ago  who  ia  worth  rsmembering  will  be,  **Did  that 

woman  comprehend  her  whole  sphere?    Did  she  stand  beside  her  sisters 

■who  were  laboring  for  the  right?  If  she  did  not  this,  it  is  no  matter 
■what  she  did."  It  is  thus  we  already  begin  to  judge  the  American  women 
of  the  past.   The  time  will  come,  when  of  all  Mrs.  Adams'  letters,  the  passage 
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bent  rammberad  will  be  tliat,  tHienfllM  points  out  to  tier  gr»»t  bnaband, 

that  while  emancipaliiig  the  world,  he  still  beilovM  in  giving  men  the 
absolute  control  over  women.  So  the  time  will  oome  when  Harriet  Beecher 
Stowe  will  be  less  honored,  even  as  the  authoress  of  '*  Uncle  Tom'a  Cabin," 
than  a8  the  womau  who  in  Ttte  New  York  Independent,  that  repository  of 
nltgloasUkonghtk  dtted  to  plaoe  it  among  her  religiooi  thoughts,  that 
Antofakette  Brown  had  a  tight  to  etand  in  the  pnlplt.  I  wish  Ifn.  Btowe 
were  yet  more  consistent ;  I  wish  she  were  not  satisfied  with  merely  wish- 
ing that  others  would  attend  Woman's  Rights  Conventions,  and  support 
Woman's  Rights  Lectures,  but  would  Join  and  take  part  in  these  things 
heraeli^  as  I  believe  she  wiU  when  her  brave  spirit  has  gone  a  little  farther. 
Her  hmN^e  brother,  Henrj  Ward  Beeper,  is  with  ns  already  in  the  pab* 
lie  advocacy  of  the  right  of  suflDrage  for  women. 

The  third  obstacle  that  sets  woman  against  this  movement  is  pr^'udice. 
It  is  the  honest  feeling  of  multitudes  of  women  that  their  "natural 
sphere,"  their  domestic  duties,  will  be  interfered  with  by  any  other 
earner.  Let  me  tell  yon  that  eo  Judging,  yon  have  only  learned  half  the 
story  we  have  to  tell.  We  eneourage  these  domestio  dntiee  moot  fally 
and  amply.  There  is  not  a  woiimn  lioro  who  is  not  proud  to  claim  them. 
Of  all  the  women  who  have  stood  or  .spokon  on  this  platform  since  this  Con- 
vention began,  there  is  only  one  who  is  not  a  married  woman ;  there  are 
very  Isw  who  are  not  mothers;  and  among  them  all  there  Is  not  one  wIm 
does  not  give,  by  the  nobleness  of  her  domestio  life,  a  proof  of  the  eonslst- 
eney  of  that  with  the  rest  of  the  claims  she  makes  for  her  sex.  Some  there 
are  who  donbt  thin;  some  tliero  are  who  do  not  8ot»  !iow  thf^  »<loctive  fran- 
chise is  any  way  connected  with  home  duties  and  cures.  I  tell  you 
there  is  the  eloeest  oonneotion.  If  any  one  thing  caps  the  sum  of  the 
argument  for  the  rights  of  woman,  it  is  tile  ftust  of  those  domestic  duties 
which  some  idly  array  against  it.  What  has  a  man  at  stake  in  soeiety  t 
What  has  he  to  risk  by  bis  ballot  ?  Ask  him  at  the  ballot-box,  and  you 
will  hear  his  statement.  You  will  hear  it  in  a  thousand  ways,  and  in  a 
thousand  voices.  His  own  personal  interest.  A  man  invests  himsei/  in 
society ;  woman  invests  infinitely  more,  for  she  throws  in  her  dUld,  The 
man  can  run  away  to  California  wilh  his  interests,  and  from  his  duties; 
the  woman  is  anchored  to  her  home.  It  is  important  to  him,  you  say, 
whether  the  community  provides,  by  its  statutes,  schools  or  dram-shops. 
Then  how  vast,  how  unspeakable  the  importance  to  her  !  Deprive  every 
man  in  the  nation  of  the  ballot,  if  you  will,  but  demand,  oh,  demand  its 
proteeti<m  tot  tiie  wife  and  the  niotherl 

See  the  unjust  workings  of  the  present  system.  I  knew  in  a  town  in 
Maspochusetts  a  widow  woman,  who  paid  the  highest  tax  bill  in  the  town; 
nay.  for  every  dollar  that  any  man  paid  in  the  town,  shf  paid  two,  and 
yet  that  woman  had  not  the  riglit  to  the  ballot,  which  belonged  to  the 
most  ignorant  Lrishman  in  hsr  employ.  8he  hadn't  the  right  to  proteet 
her  etilld  from  tiie  misappropriation  of  his  property;  and  if  she  had 
owned  the  whole  town,  and  there  had  not  been  any  other  person  to  pay 
a  property  tax  except  that  solitary  woman,  the  case  would  have  been  the 
same,  and  not  the  slightest  power  of  protection  would  have  been  in  her 
hands,  against  the  most  outrageous  misappropriation. 
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In  anothar  town  of  HaMadniaetts  theie  Is  a  otory  told  of  a  man,  a 
member  ni  the  Sooiety  of  Friends.  He  was  once  sending  his  wife  on  a 
long  Journey.  As  she  was  about  to  set  forth  in  the  stage,  "My  dear,*' 
said  she,  "thee  has  forgotten  to  pive  me  any  money  for  my  journey. 

Why,"  said  the  Quaker,  "thee  knows  very  well  that  I  paid  thy  fare  in 
the  stage."  "Bot  tiiee  knom,"  nid  aha,  "that  I  am  going  to  be  away 
for  some  week*,  and  periiape  ii  may  be  weQ  for  me  to  have  some  little 
money,  In  oase  I  should  have  any  expenses.*'  "Rachel."  said  the  aston- 
ished husband,  where  is  that  ninepenoe  I  gave  thee  day  l>efore  yester- 
day ? "  That  m&u  had  gained  all  the  money  he  had  in  the  world  through 
that  wife.  He  obtahied  her  property  by  marriage;  he  invwted  tiiat 
property  in  real  estate,  and  had  grown  riidier  and  richer,  nntU  he  grew 
rich  enough  to  spare  a  ninepenoe  for  Rachel  the  day  before  yesterday. 
It  is  such  marriages  as  that,  that  we  wif^h  to  avert,  by  placing  woman  in 
an  honorable  position,  by  sabstituting  an  equal  union  in  marriage;  suob 
a  union  as  is  shown  in  the  lives  of  those  who  stand  behind  me  now. 

The  movement  wUeh  these  women  nige  is  sweeping  on  with  resistless 
power.  Within  the  last  seven  years,  every  legislature,  every  school, 
every  industrial  avocation  has  been  rtmrlied  by  it.  This  is  preliminary 
work.  The  final  Malakoff,  the  right  of  sutfrago,  is  yet  to  be  gained.  Al* 
ready  it  has  been  partially  oonceded,  in  communities  differing  in  all  else, 
in  Osaada  and  in  Kentnekj.  We  have  only  to  press  oas.  Strange  to  say, 
the  refonn  is  xeverring  the  ordinary  weapons  of  the  sexes,  tor  the  women 
have  aU  the  logic,  and  the  men  only  gossip  and  slander.-  Bat  it  finds  its 
answerinig  echo  in  the  very  hostility  it  creates.  It  has  a  million  liearts. 
iSHlenee  every  woman  on  this  platform,  and  the  movement  still  goes  on. 
Elevate  woman  at  any  point,  and  yon  lead  directly  to  this.  The  thou- 
sand sohools  of  New  York  are  edoeatbig  a  Woman's  Bights  advocate  in 
every  house. 

During  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Higginsou's  remarks,  a  frequent 
disturbance  was  made  by  some  of  the  occupants  of  the  galleries,  who 
were  evidently  curious  to  hear  the  female  speakers. 

The  President  tlieii  introduced  Ernestine  L.  Ro.se,  who  isaid  she 
wished  to  say  to  all  self-respecting  men,  that  this  is  the  last  place  in 
whidi  Uiey  dionld  create  a  disturbance,  especially  in  a  matter  which 
conoenu  theh*  sisten,  their  wiyes,  and  theur  iiiothei& 

Mrs.  RosK  :  Tliis  morning  a  young  man  made  some  remarks  in  opposi> 
tion  to  our  claims.  We  wore  glad  to  hear  him,  beoauae  he  gave  evidence 
of  an  earnest,  sincere  spirit  of  inquiry,  which  is  always  welcome  in  every 
true  xefMm  movenient.  And  as  we  believe  onr  oanse  to  be  based  on 
truth,  we  know  it  ean  bear  the  test  of  reason,  and,  like  gold  donbly  re- 
fined, will  come  out  purer  and  brl^ter  from  the  fiery  oxdeal.  The 
young  man,  who,  I  hope,  is  present,  based  his  principal  argument  uifuinst 
us,  ''Because,"  said  he,  "  you  can  bring  no  authority  from  rt'vt>lHtioii  oi 
from  nature."  I  wiU  not  enter  into  an  inquiry  as  to  what  he  meant  by 
ttiese  terms,  bnt  I  will  show  him  the  revelation  from  wiiieh  we  derive  onr 
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authority,  and  the  nature  in  whioh  it  is  written  in  living  obaructere.  It 
Ib  trae  we  do  not  go  to  iwrelaiioiui  wiftten  in  books;  bat  oqm  is  older 
then  all  books,  end  wfaetever  of  good  there  is  in  any  written  rerekitlons* 

muBt  necessarily  agree  with  ours,  or  it  is  not  true,  for  ours  only  is  the 
true  revelation,  baped  in  nature  and  in  life.  That  revelation  is  no  less 
than  the  living,  breathing,  thinking,  feeling,  acting  revelation  manifested 
In  tiie  iwtafe  of  woman.  In  ber  manflbld  powers,  capacities,  needs, 
liopes,  and  aspicatlons,  lies  her  tttle-deed,  and  whether  that  wvelatlon 
was  written  by  nature  or  natnre^s  Qod,  matters  not,  for  here  it  is.  No 
one  can  disprove  it.  No  one  can  bring  an  older,  broader,  higher,  and 
more  Racred  basis  for  human  rights.  Do  you  tell  me  that  the  Bible  is 
against  our  rights  ?  Then  I  say  tiiat  our  claims  do  not  rest  upon  a  book 
written  no  one  knows  irtieo,  or  by  irtiom.  I>o  70a  tell  me  wliat  Faol  or 
Petw  says  on  the  snbjeot  f  Ttioi  egain  I  reply  tiiat  oar  elaims  do  not 
rest  on  the  opinions  of  any  one,  not  even  on  those  of  Paul  and  Peter, 
for  they  are  older  than  they.  Bookp  and  opinions,  no  matter  from  whom 
they  came,  if  they  are  in  opposition  to  human  rights,  are  nothing  but 
dead  letters.  I  have  shown  yoa  that  we  derive  oar  elatnis  Ihom  hnman* 
Ity,  liKmi  revelation,  ftom  natnre,  and  fkom  yoor  Deolarstion  of  Inde- 
pendenee;  all  proclaim  our  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness; and  having  life,  which  fact  I  presume  you  do  not  question,  then 
we  demand  all  the  rights  and  privileges  society  is  capable  of  l)e8towing, 
to  make  life  useful,  virtuous,  honorable,  and  happy. 

Bat  I  am  \M  that  woman  needs  not  as  extensive  an  edaeatlon  as  man, 
as  her  fdaoe  is  only  flie  domes^  sphere;  on/y  the  domestic  sphere  I  Oht 
how  utterly  ignorant  is  society  of  tho  true  import  of  thnt  term !  Go  to 
your  legislative  Iialls,  and  your  Congress;  behold  those  you  have  sent 
there  to  govern  you,  and  as  you  find  them  high  or  low,  great  or  small^ 
noble  or  base,  yon  can  trace  it  direetly  or  indlreetty  to  the  domestic  sphere. 

The  wisest  in  all  ages  have  acknowledged  that  the  most  important 
period  in  human  education  is  in  childhood — that  period  when  the  plastic 
mind  may  be  moulded  into  such  exquisite  beauty,  that  no  unfavorable 
influences  shall  be  able  entirely  to  destroy  it— or  into  such  hideous  de- 
formity, that  it  shall  eUng  to  It  like  a  tidck  rast  eaten  into  a  highly  p61> 
ished  snzftuse,  whieh  no  after*soonring  shell  ever  be  able  entirely  to  eHhee. 
This  most  important  part  of  education  is  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  tho 
mother.  Sho  propnjros  the  soil  for  future  culture;  she  lays  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  a  superstructure  shall  be  erected  that  shall  stand  as  firm 
as  a  rock,  or  shall  pass  away  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  and  leave 
not  a  wreck  behind.  Bat  the  mother  can  not  give  what  she  does  not  pos- 
sess; weakness  can  not  impart  strength. 

Sisters,  you  have  a  duty  to  pcrfonn — and  duty,  like  charity,  begins  at 
home.  In  the  name  of  your  poor,  vicious,  outcast,  down-trodden  sisterf 
in  the  name  of  her  who  once  was  as  innocent  and  as  pure  as  you  are  I  in 
the  name  of  h«r  who  has  been  made  the  vietfm  of  wrong,  injustice,  and 
oppression!  in  the  name  of  man!  in  the  name  of  all,  I  ask  yon,  Z  entreat 
you,  if  yoa  have  an  hour  to  spare,  a  dollar  to  give,  or  a  word  to  utter- 
spare  it,  give  it,  and  utter  it,  for  the  elevation  of  woman '  And  when  your 
minister  asks  yoa  for  money  for  missionary  purposes,  tell  him  there  are 
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higher,  and  holier,  and  nobler  misijions  to  be  performed  at  home.  When 
he  asks  for  colleges  to  educate  ministers,  tell  him  you  must  educate 
woman,  that  she  may  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  ministers,  so  that  they 
may  be  able  to  go  to  some  useful  employment.  If  he  aake  you  to  give  to 
the  ehnrebee  (whloh  means  to  hlnuelf)  then  aak  him  what  he  hea  done 
for  the  Balvation  of  woman.  When  he  speaka  to  you  of  leadhig  a  virta- 
ous  life,  ask  him  whether  he  understandp  the  canses  that  have  prevented 
50  many  of  your  nisters  from  being  virtuous,  and  have  driven  them  to 
degradation,  sin,  and  wretchedness.  When  he  speaks  to  you  of  a  here- 
after, tell  him  to  help  to  ednoate  woman,  to  enable  her  to  live  a  life  of 
intelligenea,  indepen^enee,  virtue,  and  happlnees  here,  as  the  beet  pre- 
paratory step  for  any  oilier  life.  And  if  he  has  not  told  you  from  the  pal' 
pit  of  all  these  things ;  if  he  doeH  not  know  tliem;  it  is  high  time  you  in- 
form him,  and  teach  him  his  duty  here  in  this  life.  • 

This  subject  is  deep  and  vast  enough  for  the  wisest  heads  and  purest 
hearts  of  the  laoe;  it  underiiee  oar  whole  soeial  system.  Look  to  yonr 
eriminal  reeocds^-look  to  yonr  reeords  of  mortality,  to  yoor  eemet^ries, 
peopled  by  mollieirs  belbre  the  age  of  thirty  or  forty,  and  ohUdxen  nnder 
the  age  of  five;  earnestly  and  impartially  investigate  the  cause,  and  you 
can  trace  it  directly  or  indirectly  to  woman'n  inefficient  education ;  her 
helpless,  dependent  position;  her  inexperieuce ;  her  waut  of  confidence 
in  her  own  noble  natnie,  in  her  own  principles  and  powers,  and  her  blind 
xelianee  in  man.  We  ask,  then,  for  woman,  an  edneation  that  sliall  eolti- 
▼ate  her  powers,  develop,  elevate,  and  ennoble  her  beings  physically, 
mentally,  and  morally;  to  enable  her  to  take  care  of  herself,  and  she  will 
be  taken  care  of;  to  protect  herself,  and  she  will  be  protected.  But  to  give 
woman  as  full  and  extensive  an  education  as  man,  we  must  give  her  the 
same  motives.  No  one  gaihers  keys  wlUiont  a  prospeet  of  having  doors 
to  unlock.  Han  does  not  aoqaire  knowledge  without  the  hope  to  make 
it  useful  and  productive;  the  highest  motives  only  can  call  out  the  great- 
est exertion.  There  is  a  vast  field  of  action  open  to  man,  and  therefore 
he  is  prepared  to  enter  it ;  widen  the  sphere  of  action  for  woman,  throw 
open  to  her  all  the  avenues  of  industry,  emolument,  usefulness,  moral 
ambition,  and  true  greatness,  Mid  you  will  give  her  tiie  same  noble  mo- 
tives, the  same  inesntives  for  exertion,  application,  and  perseverance 
that  man  pos^espes  -and  this  can  he  done  only  by  giving  her  her  legal 
and  political  rights — pronounce  her  the  equal  of  man  in  all  the  rights  and 
advantages  society  can  bestow,  and  she  will  be  prepared  to  receive  and 
use  them,  and  not  before.  It  would  be  folly  to  oultivate  her  intelleet  like 
that  of  man  without  giving  her  the  same  chanees  to  use  it— to  i^ve  her 
an  industrial  avocation  without  giving  her  the  fight  to  the  proceeds  of 
her  industry,  or  to  give  her  the  rif^dit  to  the  proceeds  of  her  industry 
without  giving  her  the  power  to  protHct  the  property  nhe  may  acquire; 
she  must  therefore  liave  the  legal  and  political  rights,  or  she  has  noth- 
ing. The  ballot-boz  is  the  foeus  of  all  other  rights,  it  is  the  pivot  upon 
which  all  others  hang;  the  leg^  li^ta  axe  embraoed  in  it,  fbr  if  once 
possessed  of  the  right  to  the  ballot-boz,  to  self-representation,  she  will 
see  to  it  that  the  laws  shall  be  just,  and  protect  her  person  and  her  prop- 
erty, as  well  as  that  of  man.  Until  she  has  political  rights  she  is  not  secure 
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in  any  «!ie  rimv  possess.    One  legislature  may  alter  some  oppreppivp  law, 
and  giv«?  lier  some  right,  and  the  next  legislature  may  take  it  away,  for 
as  yet  it  is  only  given  as  an  act  of  generosity,  as  a  charity  on  the  part  of  / 
man,  «id  not  as  her  right,  and  therelbfe  It  ean  not  be  laeting^  nor  pio- 
dvetlTe  ot  good* 

Mothers,  women  of  Amerleat  when  you  hear  the  aobjeet  of  Woman^i 

Rights  broached,  laugh  at  it  and  U8,  ridloule  It  as  maoh  as  you  please; 
but  never  forgot,  that  by  the  laws  of  your  country,  you  have  no  right  to 
your  children — the  law  gives  the  father  as  uncontrolled  power  over  the 
child  as  It  give*  the  hashand  over  the  wife;  onlj  the  ehUd,  wh«i  it  comes 
to  maturity,  the  father's  eootrol  oeasee,  wlitte  the  wife  never  comes  to 
inaturity.  The  father  may  bequeath,  bestow,  or  sell  the  child  without 
tlie  eousont  of  the  mother.  But  methinks  I  hear  you  say  that  no  man 
deserving  the  name  of  man,  or  the  title  of  husband  and  father,  could  com- 
mit sooh  an  outrage  against  the  dearest  principles  of  hnmaoity ;  well,  if 
there  are  no  snch  men,  ihen  the  law  onght  to  beannnUed,  alnw  against 
which  natare,  jnstioe,  and  hamanity  revolt,  ong^t  to  be  wiped  off  from 
the  statute  book  as  a  disgrace;  and  If  there  are  such — which  unhappily 
we  all  know  there  are — then  there  is  still  greater  reason  why  the  laws 
ought  to  be  changed,  for  bad  laws  enconrage  bad  men  and  make  thMn 
worse;  goOdmeneannotbeben^tedbytheeilsteneeof  badlaws;  bad 
men  ought  not  to  be ;  laws  are  not  made  for  him  who  is  a  law  onto  him* 
self,  but  for  the  lawless.  The  legitimate  object  of  law  is  to  protect  the 
innocent  and  inexperienced  against  the  designing  and  the  guilty;  we 
therefore  ask  every  one  present  to  demand  of  the  Legislatures  of  every 
State  to  alter  these  unjust  laws;  give  the  willa  an  equal  right  with  the 
husband  in  the  propertj  aeqnired  alter  marriage;  give  the  motlier  an 
equal  right  with  the  father  in  the  control  of  the  children ;  let  the  wife  at 
the  death  of  the  husband  remain  his  heir  to  the  .same  extent  that  he  would 
be  hers,  at  her  death;  let  the  laws  be  alike  for  both,  and  they  are  sure 
to  be  right;  but  to  hnve  them  so*  woman  most  help  to  make  them. 

We  hear  n  great  deal  about  tiie  heroism  of  the  battie^leld.  What  is  itt 
Compare  it  with  the  heroism  of  the  woman  who  stands  up  for  the  right, 
and  it  sinks  into  utter  insigniflcance.  To  stand  before  the  cannon's  mouth, 
with  death  before  him  iiud  disgnico  behind,  excited  to  frenzy  by  physit-Al 
fear,  encouraged  by  his  leader,  stimulated  by  the  sound  of  the  trumpet, 
and  sustained  by  tiie  sMI  empMw  rnmnd  tf^orp^  requires  no*  great  hero- 
ism ;  the  merest  coward  oonld  be  a  hero  in  such  a  position ;  but  to  fisee 
the  f^re  of  an  unjust  and  prejudiced  public  opinion,  to  attack  the  ada- 
mantine walls  of  long-usurped  power,  to  brave  not  only  the  enemy  abroad, 
but  often  that  severest  of  all  enemies,  your  own  friends  at  home,  requires 
a  heroism  that  the  wotld  has  never  yet  reeognised,  that  the  battie-fleld 
ean  not  supply,  but  whioh  woman  possesses. 

When  the  Allied  Powers  endeavored  to  take  Sebaetopol  they  found  tliat 
every  incision  and  inroad  they  made  in  the  fortress  during  the  day  was 
filled  up  by  the  enemy  during  the  night ;  and  oven  now,  after  the  terri- 
ble sacrifice  of  life  to  break  it  down,  they  are  not  safe,  but  the  enemy  may 
build  it  up  again.  Bnt  in  a  moral  wartere,  no  matter  how  tbiek  and  Im- 
penetrable the  fortress  of  prejudioe  may  be^  If  you  once  make  an  inroad 
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in  it»  tfaatspaoe  nn  wnx  b*  fllted  op  agato;  ot«7  stoiM  yon  wmors  U 

removed  for  aye  and  for  good ;  and  the  veiyofflbit  to  replaoe  it  tends  onljr 
to  loosen  every  other  stone,  until  the  whole  fonndfttion  is  nndennined, 
and  the  saperstruoture  orumbles  at  our  feet. 

The  PBBSlDBBrT:  Before  this  Convention  doses,  I  want  to  say  a  word 
to  the  women  wbo  hear  me.  Thie  work  lies  ehieflf  in  onr  hmds.  We 
have  undertaken  no  ehild's  play.  It  is  nothing  less  than  a  change  in  ous" 
toms  hoary  with  age— in  laws  which  have  existed  tiirouph  long  years — in 
mistaken  religious  interpretations  and  views  of  duty,  which  have  received 
the  sanction  and  veneration  of  antiquity.  It  is  to  place  woman  where  ehe 
'  may  make  herself  Ht  for  life's  dntiss,  in  whateyer  department  she  may 
find  herself;  wheUier  as  woman,  danghter,  wlfei  or  mother.  Eyery  infin- 
enoe  around  ns  to-day  tends  to  the  reverse.  The  yoang  girl  stands  be- 
side her  brother  in  the  world^s  wide  arena,  and  looks  out  to  see  what  it 
shall  assign  her.  To  him,  everything  that  power  can  win  is  open,  while 
the  world  cheers  him,  by  so  much  as  he  grasps  and  couquers.  To  her  is 
presented,  what  kind  of  a  lifef  There  is  not  a  man  in  the  world,  who,  if 
sneh  a  life  were  oifered  him,  wonld  not  sooner  lie  down  peaeelhlly  fn  his 
grave,  than  in  a  paltry  cage  fret  away  a  life  that  ought  to  have  been  btoad 
and  grand,  as  God  who  gave  it  intended  it  should  be. 

Horace  Greeley  says  he  tliinks  the  intellect  of  woman  is  not  equal  to 
tiiat  of  man.  Horace  Greeley  was  a  poor  boy,  and  had  to  make  his  way 
np  in  the  wozld.  He  has  leaehed  a  positimi  that  is  attained  by  few. 
When  he  speaks  the  nation  listens.  Suppose  that  he  had  been  told  by  his 
mother,  as  she  placed  her  hand  upon  his  little  head,  with  all  the  tender- 
ness that  gushes  from  a  mother's  h^art,  "  My  son,  here  is  your  brother; 
he  shall  grow  up  in  the  world  of  society,  and  no  school  or  college  shall  be 
elosed  sgainst  him;  ^great  sdiooi  of  lifeshaU  be  free  to  him;  hedmll 
have  a  voloe  in  making  the  laws  lie  is  to  obey;  he  shall  pay  taxes, 
and  he  shall  direct  the  use  of  the  tax;  bnt  for  you,  alas!  none  of  these 
places  will  bo  open;  you  must  thfrefore  rest  satisfied  with  helping  your 
brother.  He  will  win  power  and  wealth,  but  none  of  it  shall  be  your  own ; 
if  you  seek  to  enter  into  the  same  position  that  he  is  in,  the  world  will 
soora  and  deride  yon."  And  if  when  he  eame  into  life  he  had  foond  all 
that  his  mother  told  him  was  true,  what  think  yon  would  have  been  the 
succesH  of  Hortiee  Greeley,  with  all  this  mountain-weight  upon  him  f 
Would  he  have  taken  the  place  he  has  now?  I  am  glad  he  was  not  hin- 
dered ;  I  am  only  sorry  that  woman  is.  It  is  too  early  for  him  or  us  to 
say  what  the  intelleot  of  woman  is,  till  she  has  had  the  fkeedom  to  try  its 
powers.  I  am  reminded  of  what  IVedeiiek  Douglass  said  of  the  negroes: 
'*  You  shut  us  out  of  the  schools  and  eoUeges,  you  put  your  foot  on  us, 
and  then  say,  Why  don't  you  know  something!"  That  is  just  what  is 
said  to  us. 

Let  us  teach  men  who  talk  of  the  wrongs  perpetrated  in  Kansas,  that 
tiiey  are  doing  the  very  some  thing  to  ns  here.  One  need  not  go  to  Kan* 

sas  to  find  border  ruffians,  or  bogus  legislation,  for  they  can  all  be  found 

here;  and  when  the  future  historian  shall  record  that  in  Kansas,  Mis- 
Bourians  deprived  free  State  men  of  the  franchi.se,  and  that  New  York 
men  deprived  the  women  of  the  same,  it  will  be  said  that  the  border  ruf- 
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flano  of  )fissonri  and  the  border  ruffians  of  New  York  were  very  mueli  alike 
— one  came  with  the  gloved  hand,  and  smiled  and  bowed,  eaying,  I  can't 
let  you  vote;  while  the  other  said.  If  you  do  1  will  blow  oat  your  braint. 
Tlie  reralt  Is  liie  muhb. 

I  look  in  the  Haoes  of  men  and  marvel  that  theyean  meet  ne  in  thewaj 
they  do,  when  they  have  made  such  laws  against  as.  Clear-headed  and 
far-sighted,  they  do  not  appear  to  realize  that  the  outrages  they  condemn 
in  Kansas,  they  are  themselves  all  the  while  inflicting?  upon  us.  John 
Randolph,  when  the  wouicu  of  Virginia  were  making  garments  for  the 
Qneka,  pointed  to  kmg  gangs  of  al«m»  and  Mld»  **Ladiefl,  tlM  Grceks 
•M  at  jonr  doon." 

Id  addition  to  the  annual  canvass  of  the  State,  lectures  from  the 
most  popular  oratore  were  secured  in  the  large  cities.  In  the  winter 

of  1856,  by  invitation  of  Miss  Anthony,  Tlieodore  Parker,  William 
Lloyd  Garrison,  "Wendell  Phillips,  Ralph  Wiildo  Emerson,  lectured 
in  Corinthian  Hall,  Rochester,  to  good  audiences.  In  the  spring 
of  1858,  Miss  Emily  Rowland  managed  a  course  of  lectures 
in  Mozart  Hall,  New  York,  in  aid  of  "The  Shirt-sewers*  and 
Seamstresses*  Union,"  viz :  George  Wra.  Curtis,  "  Fair  Play  for 
Women " ;  Lucy  Stone,  "  Woman  and  the  Elective  Franchise " ; 
Hon.  Eli  Thayer,  "Benefit  to  Women  of  Organized  Emigration"; 
and  Rev.  E.  H.  Cliapiii,  Woman  and  her  Work."  In  the  autumn 
of  the  same  year,  through  the  enterprise  of  Elizabetli  M.  PowelU 
Henry  Ward  Beecher,  James  T.  Brady,  Solon  Robinson,  and  others 
addressed  a  large  audienoe  in  Dr.  Chapin'a  elmrch,  Mayor  Tieman 
presiding,  to  aid  in  the  estaUiahment  of  a Free  Library  for  Woik- 
ing-WoOMIl." 

In  Janoaiy,  1859,  Antoinette  L.  Brown  gave  a  aeriee  of  Snnday 
eenuons  in  Booheater,  and  in  IMO  ahe  iraehed  in  Hope  Chapel» 
New  York,  for  six  months.  In  Boeheater  during  the  winter  of 
1859,  Miss  Anthony  had  a  aeries  of  leetnrea  by  Qeoige  WiJliaxn  Gar- 
tiS)  Wendell  PhilUpa,  Antoinette  Brown,  Ernestine  L.  Boae,  and 
others.  The  following  letter  will  show  that  Thomas  Starr  King  waa 
in  fnll  sympathy  with  onr  moTement: 

SusAJif  B.  A:fTHONY.  B0SI02f,  Sep.  20,  1858. 

Dbab  Madam  :—>It  would  afford  me  great  satisfaetion  to  be  able  to  serve 
yon  as  yon  request  I  am  eompeUed  to  say,  howeTer,  tbat  it  is  entliely 

<nit  of  my  power.  I  have  already  engaged  for  so  macb  woik  beyond  my 
regular  duties,  that  I  shall  have  no  h  isTirfl  even  to  prepare  a  new  Lyceum 
address.  Not  having  any  lecture  upon  the  position  of  woman  that  is  fall 
enough,  and  adequate  in  any  way  to  the  present  state  of  the  discosfiion, 
I  most  rstaiotaiktly  decline  the  opportunity  you  offer. 

WMb  slneere  thanks,  I  lemain  tmly  yours,     T.  8L  Knrak 
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In  the  antnmii  of  185S,  Francis  Jackson,  of  Boston,  placed  $5,000 
in  tlic  hands  of  Wendell  Phillips  for  woman's  enfraacliieement,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  letter : 

BosiON,  Not,  6,  1858. 

Dear  Friksds  : — I  have  had  given  me  five  thousand  dollars,  to  bo  used 
for  the  Woman's  Rights  cause;  to  procure  tracts  on  that  subject,  pub- 
lish aod  circulate  them,  pay  for  lectures,  and  secure  such  other  a^tation 
of  the  qiiMtion  aa  we  deem  fit  and  betl  to  o1»ftalii  equal  efvil  and  aodal 
petition  for  woman. 

The  name  ol  the  giver  of  this  generous  fund  I  am  not  allowed  to  tell 
you;  the  only  condition  of  tho  gift  is,  that  the  fund  is  to  remain  invested 
in  my  keeping.  In  other  respects,  we  three  are  a  Comiaittee  of  Trustees 
to  spend  it  wisely  and  efficiently. 

Let  me  ask  yon  to  write  me  what  plan  etrikee  yon  as  beet  to  1>egin  with. 
I  think  some  agitation  epeoially  directed  to  the  Legislatnxe  very  impor- 
tant. It  la  wished  that  we  ahoold  begin  our  efforts  at  once. 

¥onn  tmly,     WxhdbiiL  Philli7& 

Miss  Susan  B.  Anthony. 
Ifn.  LuoY  Stohb. 

It  was  in  the  year  1859  that  Oharles  F.  Hovey  of  Boston  left  by 
will,*  a  snm  of  $50,000  to  be  expended  annually  in  the  piomotion 
of  varions  reforms,  Woman's  Bights  «mong  them. 

«BXTBA0T8  FbOM  TBM  WOLL  09  TBM  LmB  Clt*Wf.lll  F.  BflTBT,  ESQ. 

Article  16.  After  setting  oslde  solBdent  tends  to  pay  all  legacies  rad  beqnssts  bsrata 

made,  I  direct  my  said  Trastees  to  hold  all  the  restoid  restdoe  of  my  esute,  real,  per- 
fonal  ami  mixed,  in  special  trust  for  the  following  pnrpoaes,  namely  ;  to  pay  over,  out 
of  the  Interest  aud  priocipal  of  said  special  trust,  a  earn  of  nut  less  than  eight  thousand 
SollafSSlinuaUy,  until  the  ssne  tM  all  exhatuted,  to  said  Wendell  PhilUps,  William  Lioyd 
Garrison,  Stephen  8.  Foster,  Abby  K.  Foster,  Pirkcr  Plllsburv,  Tlenn,  C.  Wriuht,  Fmn- 
cis  Jackson  aod  Charles  K.  Whipple,  and  their  snrvivors  aod  survivor,  for  them  to  use 
and  expand,  at  flielr  dtoeretton,  wttbont  any  mponalliility  toanyoos^  for  ptvoiotlon  of 
the  Aritl-S!nvpr\-  caiisc  and  other  rrfornip,  such  nfl  Woman's  Rights,  Non-Resfstsuicr,  Free 
Trade  and  Temperance,  at  their  discretion  ;  and  I  request  said  Wendell  Phillips  aud  his 
■afd  aaaodatcs  to  expand  not  leaa  than  liKtit  thonaand  dollais  MinnaOy,  by  the  prepara- 
tion and  circulation  of  books,  newspaperH,  employing  agents,  and  tho  daJlwy  ofl  cot  arcs 
that  vlll,  In  their  Judgment,  change  public  opinion,  and  secure  the  abolition  of  Slaveiy 
ta  the  United  States,  and  prom<rte  aald  other  reforms.  BeUerteg  that  the  ehaln  vpou  four 
mUiions  of  slaves,  with  tj'nints  at  one  end  aud  liypocrites  at  the  other,  has  hecome  the 
strongest  bond  of  the  Union  of  the  States,  I  deeire  said  Phillips  and  his  associates  to  ex- 
pend said  bequest  by  employing  such  agents  as  believe  aod  practice  the  doctrine  of  "  No 
anion  with  darehoMera,  rdfgloasly  or  politically  ** ;  and  IqrelrenlatlBg  sneh  pabUestkiDS 
as  tend  to  destroy  evory  prn-glavery  instil iitfon. 

Artiou  17,  In  caM  chattel  slavery  should  be  abolished  In  the  UnlU^l  States  before  tho 
espMidftafeof  thesald  raaldne  of  my  estate,  as  staled  to  said  alxtssnth  artldeof  this 
Will ;  then,  in  that  cnnc,  I  defiire  that  the  unexpended  part  of  said  residue  be  applied  by 
aald  Phillips  aod  his  associates,  in  equal  proportions,  for  the  promotion  of  Mon-Reslst- 
anee,  Woman's  Rights  and  Free  Tnde ;  feqiaesHiy  that  no  agenta  be  emptoyed  hy  them 
f<ir  the  promotion  of  said  causes,  except  such  as  licvc  It  wrong  to  have  any  voHintaiy 
connection  with  any  goveroment  of  violence,  and  such  as  believe  that  the  uatnral  rlghti 
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VOSSART  HALL, 

SEW  YOKK,  MAY  13,  14,  1858. 

The  3'ear  1S57  seems  to  have  paesed  without  a  National  Conven- 
tion, although  the  work  was  still  vigorously  prosecuted  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  in  the  spring  of  1858,  the  ninth  iSational  Con- 
vention was  called  in  New  Yt>i  k:  <luring  the  week  of  the  anniversa- 
ries when  crowds  were  always  attracted  to  attend  the  various  religi- 
ous and  reformatoiy  meetings.  Henceforward,  for  many  years,  a 
Woman's  Biglits  ConTentum  was  a  marked  feature  of  this  period  in 
the  month  of  May.  There  were  several  petsons  at  thia  OoDyentioD 
who  had  not  before  honored  our  pktf orm.*  These,  with  the  usual 
ftmiliar  qieakers,t  filled  the  platform  with  quite  a  striking  group  of 

of  men  and  women  arc  equal.  Wfictlior  slavery  be  nbolished  or  not.  I  desire  that  a  part 
of  the  Mid  retldue  of  mj  esuu*  may  be  applied  to  the  promoUoo  of  the  kindred  causes 
<»f  Teropennaa,  Wmnia*!  Bigbts,  N<«-B«dttia««  ud  IkM  Tttde,  it  tta  dlientloD  of 
the  Mid  FhUlipt  rad  hb  aatodatea. 


Artiolk  22.  I  particularly  requeet  that  no  prayers  be  solicited  from  any  person,  and 
that  no  prlMt  1m  tovited  to  perform  any  ceremony  whatever,  orer  or  after  my  body.  The 
Priesthood  are  an  order  of  men,  as  I  believe,  falsely  asaumlnff  to  be  reverend  and  divine, 
pretending  to  be  called  of  Uod ;  the  {{reat  body  of  them  in  all  countriee  have  been  on  the 
rtd»  of  power  and  oppreaalon ;  tbeworidbMbemtoolflaf  ohottedby  tiMai;  thotooner 
they  are  nnmaslced,  the  better  for  humanity.  As  I  hare  heretofore  borne  my  testimony 
agalnatalareiy,  intemperance,  war,  tarlfCs  and  all  indirect  taxation,  haaka  and  all  monopo* 
li«t,Id«dmtoleaTe(mi«eofdm7«MioiTCn«eofth«Ball.  The  fear  of  being  bnrled  be> 
fore  1  am  dead  is  allglit,  nevertheless  It  Is  greater  than  the  feir  of  death  ilflelf.  I  tlien^ 
fore  req,aeat  mj  ezecutom  not  to  bury  my  body  until  at  leaat  three  days  after  my  decease. 
Jn  wltaaw  vbareof^  I  IwTa  bcralo  aet  my  hand  and  aaal,  ttfa  tweoty-ei^hth  day  of  March, 
in  the  rear  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 

CHARLES  F.  HOVFT. 

Signed,  sealed,  published  and  declared  by  the  said  Testator  to  be  his  laat  Will  and 
Teatament,  in  preaeooe  of  us,  who,  at  Us  reqnsatt  and  la  hia  proaence,  and  In  the  piaa* 
anoe  oCaadi  oUier,  hava  heMto  anbaeiibad  oarntmaa  aa  wltneaees. 

GaoxoB  L.  Lornn. 

TnOKAB  llAOB. 
WlCUAM  W.  HOWB. 

I  do  prove,  approve  and  allow  the  same,  and  order  It  tO  ba  TCOOldad.  Qlvan  nndar  my 
band  and  aeai  of  office,  the  day  and  yaar  abova  writtan. 

Uaao  Ama, 

JMiy  80^  18SS.  ImSgt  <fBf«b«t$  md  £uehme^, 

•Geur>,'e  William  Curtis,  Mrs.  Eliza  W.  Fjrnham,  Parker  PUlsbury,  Sarah  Hallock, 
Mrs.  Sidney  Howard  Qay,  Sarah  M.  Grimk^  Cbarlea  Lenox  Kemond,  Lacy  A.  Coleman, 
Siirah  P.  Remond,  and  the  Hntchfaiaao  funlly,  oonaiatlnff  of  Jaaala,  hla  wife,  and  two 
chUdrcn,  and  Abby.  wbo  anng  among  many  oHnr  aweet  baUada, " Tbe  Oood  Tbna  Com* 

ing.'* 

t  Frf»(li  riek  DouplR".  Thnmns  Wentworth  Hlgginson,  Ernestine  L.  Rose,  Lucrctia  \fott, 
France:^  Dana  Gage,  Wendell  rhilllps,  \Vm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Oliver  Johnson,  Susan  B. 
Anthony,  Carolina  H.  Dall,  Lv^  Stone,  Antoinette  Brown,  Aaron  M .  TOwdL 
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ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  morning  session  was  occupied  w  ith  the 
n^nal  preHminary  business  matters,  choosing  officers,  presenting- 
resolutions,  and  planning  new  aggressive  steps  for  the  coming  year. 
Susan  B.  Anthony  was  President  on  this  occasion,  and  fulfilled  her 
duties  to  the  general  satisfaction.  During  tlie  evening  session  tlie 
hall  was  crowded,  all  the  available  space  for  either  sitting  or  stand- 
ing was  occupied,  the  platform  and  stepe  were  densely  packed,  and 
tliifi  at  twenty-tive  cents  admission. 

Mr.  Phillips,  Mre.  Mott,  Mrs.  Rose,  Mr.  Garrison,  Mr.  Iligginson, 
Miss  Brown,  and  Lucy  Stone  all  spoke  with  their  osual  effect.  Mrs. 
Eliza  WoodsoD  EBinham,  the  author  of  ''Woman  and  her  Era/* 
Bpoke  at  length  on  the  "  Snperiority  of  Woman." 

She  presented  a  series  of  resoiutions,  recognizing  the  right-of  man  in 
the  primary  eia  in  hla  pbysioal  and  cerebral  etmetore,  to  be  the  eon- 
qaeror,  the  meoliaiiie,  the  inventor,  the  olearer  of  foieete,  tlw  pioneer  el 

oiTilization,  but  she  looked  to  the  dawning  of  a  higher  era,  when  woman 

ehonld  assume  her  true  position  in  harmony  with  her  suporior  organism, 
her  delicacy  of  strooture,  herbeaaty  of  person,  her  great  i>owera  of  endor- 
ance,  and  thus  prove  heraelf  not  only  man's  equal  in  inflnenoe  and  power* 
but  his  superior  in  many  of  tiie  noblest  Tirtnee.  In  woman's  ersailTe 

power  during  maternity,  she  xeeognised  her  as  secoud  only  to  God  him- 
self. Woman  should  rceoErnize  man  as  a  John  the  Haptist,  going  be- 
fore to  prepare  the  world  for  Iier  coming',  \\v  r>'cogriiziug  her  j^xeater 
divinity  as  equal  in  the  Godhead,  a.-^  heuvt^nly  muther  as  well  as  father. 

Mrs.  Farnham*  enforced  her  theory  of  woman's  superiority  in  a 

long  speech,  which  was  received  with  apj>arent  satisfaction  by  the 
aiitliciK'C.  thongh  several  on  the  platfumi  dissented  from  the 
claim  of  Rup)eriority,  thinking  it  would  be  a  suthcient  triuinpli  over 
the  tyrannies  of  the  past,  if  popular  thought  could  be  educated  to 
the  idea  of  the  equality  of  the  sexes. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Hallock  read  an  extract  from  the  Statutes  of  New 
York,  giving  the  items  set  aside  by  law  for  use  of  the  wife  and 
minor  children,  in  case  the  husband  died  witliout  a  will. 

(Extract  from  the  Statutes  of  New  York). 

▲]tT(CL£8  INVSNTOJBIED,  BUT  NOT  ▲PPROVED,  BBLONOINO  TO  THE  WIDOW 

ANP  MINOR  CHILDBEK. 

Ipt.  All  spinning-wheels,  weaving-looms,  or  stoves  put  up  for  use. 

*  Eliza  Farnham  waa  in  many  reapects  »  remarkable  woman.  Aa  matron  of  the  Sing 
SioR  prison  It  em  tliiia,  she  tntiodneed  nmy  tanmaiie  tuprorenents  tn  fhe  oeonpatfcm 
and  didcipline  of  the  women  uader  her  charge.  She  bad  a  piano  in  the  corridor,  and  with 
•weet  music  touched  the  tender  chords  In  their  sonls.  Instead  of  tracts  on  bell-flre  and 
•a  angiy  Ood,  she  lead  aloud  to  them  from  Dlckena*  most  touching  storlea.  In  eveiy 
ivifttMleted  by  ifulMt  JolnuoiiradCtooigliittBrMi^ilMtnaM 
Dot  n  crlmlMla 
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9d.  The  family  Bible,  Ikmlly  pictures,  sohool-boolcB,  and  bocdu  not  vL" 
oeeding  in  value  fifty  dollara. 
[Mre.  Hallock  here  inteijeoted,  hoehande  had  better  give  their  wiVea 

ehonp  books].  ' 

3d,  Ten  sheep  and  their  fleeces,  and  the  yarn  and  cloth  manufactured 
from  the  same;  one  cow,  two  iwine,  and  the  pork  of  such  swine. 
[Laughter]. 

4th.  All  necessary  wearing  apparel,  bed*,  bedsteads,  and  bedding;  the 
clothing  of  the  widow  and  her  ornaments  proper  to  her  station  (ns  to  or- 
naments, tastes  differ  as  to  those  proper  to  her  station),  one  table,  six 
ohairts  (.suppose  there  were  seven  or  ten  children,  what  then  ?  queried 
ICrs.  Halloek  [Laaghter],)  six  knives  and  forks,  six  tea-onpe  andsaueeie, 
one  sagaxH3i0h,  one  milk-pot,  one  tearpot,  and  six  spoons.  "  So  great  a 
favorite  is  the  female  sex  of  the  laws  of  England  and  Amerioa,**  says 
Blackstone. 

Mrs.  Ross  protested  against  om  te«^pot;  the  law  didn't  mention  tea-pot 
at  all.  [Great  laughter]. 
Mrs.  HauiOCK:  Oh,  yes  I  bat  not  a  ooHbe-pot.  [Renewed  laughter]. 

Mrs.  Gaqb:  In  Ohio  they  give  twelve  spoons.    [Convulslye  laogbter]. 

Mrs.  Hallock  :  We'll  get  up  a  delegation  to  Ohio,  then. 

Mrs.  Fahnham:  I  would  say  that  I  will  give  up  all  these  things  if  the 
Btate  will  only  give  us  in  return  one  of  our  children.  [Applause  and 
laughter]. 

Mrs.  Hallock  :  Isn't  it  a  pity  tiiat  our  laws— 4Lre  they  ours  t 

Mrs.  ROSE:  No. 

Mre.  HALiyOCK:  Well,  then,  your  laws.  It  is  a  pity  that  those  statutes 
should  not  be  revised  so  as  to  give  a  widow  a  carpet  and  other  smaller 
artioles  of  luxury.  [Great  laughter]. 

And  such  was  the  boasted  "protection  "  secured  to  the  wives  and 
mothers  by  the  laws  of  the  most  civilized  nations  on  the  globOi  and 
such  the  law-inakers  in  wboee  hands  woman's  inter(>sts  were  supposed 
to  be  secure,  when  we  began  our  battle  for  equality.  Class  laws, 
class  legislation,  legalized  robbery  from  the  unborn  child,  down  to 
tlic  ('oin?noiicst  Tieccssaries  of  life,  has  been  tlie  "protection" 
woman  has  cuinplaiiu  *!  of  from  fathers,  husbands,  brothcre,  and  sons. 
Those  jusf  awaking  to  an  interest  in  tliis  reform,  see  but  the  smoke 
of  the  former  battles;  they  can  not  appreciate  all  the  tyranny  from 
which  this  agitation  has  freed  them.  Step  by  step,  custom  by 
cuhrDiii,  law  l)v  law,  a  partial  victory  has  been  wrested,  and  a 
public  opinion  slowly  created  that  promises  other  victories  in  the 
near  future. 

Those  who  have  not  been  through  the  oonfliet  will  never  realize  how 
dark  iSoB  yrosp&st  was  in  starting.  Denied  edneation,  and  a  place  in 
the  world  of  work,  denied  the  rights  of  property,  whether  of  her 
own  earnings,  or  her  inheritance^  with  the  pms  and  the  pulpit,  oufl> 
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torn,  and  public  opinion  eiistainint^  the  law,  was  there  ever  a  stmi;- 
gle  entered  up«>n,  which  at  its  beginning  seemed  more  hopeless  than 
this  for  woman  i  But  these  constant  presentations  of  the  laws,  with 
the  comments  and  arguments  in  our  Conventions,  gradually  appealed 
to  the  understanding  of  sensible  men  and  women^  and  opened  the 
eyes  of  the  community  to  the  wrongs  of  woman,  perpetrated  under 
the  specious  name  of  justice. 

All  the  sessions  of  this  Convention  were  interrupted  by  the  row- 
dyism of  a  number  of  men  occupying  the  rear  part  of  (he  ball. 

Parkrr  Pillsbury  said  he  had  attended  three  of  these  OoilYentions. 
but  had  not  spoken  in  one  before.  Ho  thotiglit  the  ladies  encroached  a 
little  on  the  men's  rights,  as  in  the  first  and  second,  the  Methodists  gave 
the  ladies  the  use  of  their  ohuroh  in  a  city  of  the  West,  on  condition  that 
Pftfker  FDlabury  should  not  bo  allowod  to  speak.  [Applaoie  and 
lani^tor].  Now  that  the  door  was  open,  and  he  had  TMitored  In,  be  did 
not  know  what  toia]i.  [Laughter  and  cries  of  Go  on  He  woold  ree- 
ommend  the  women  to  hold  their  next  Convention  at  the  ballot-box,  as 
that  would  do  more  good  than  a  hundred  such  as  these.  If  their  votes 
were  refused,  let  them  look  the  tax  collectors  in  the  face  and  defy  them 
to  oome  for  taaBeSi  aa  long  as  they  were  not  allowed  a  Toleein  ttie  Govern- 
ment.  And  oarry  the  war  into  the  Chtireh,  too^  dnoiand  eqnaUty  tfanre 
as  well  as  in  the  State. 

He  knew  an  orthodox  church,  connisting  of  twelve  members.  One  was 
a  man  and  a  deticon,  the  remainder  were  women.  A  vote  had  to  be 
taken  for  changing  the  day  for  the  prayer-meeting,  but  some  difficulty 
arose  between  the  mintster  and  tiie  deaoon,  and  the  only  way  it  ooold  be 
settled  was  by  the  votes  of  the  women.  So  the  deaeon  went  roand  on 
tip>toe,  and  put  his  head  under  each  bonnet,  and  held  a  little  private 
eancue  meeting  with  one  after  another,  and  then  returned  to  the  altar 
and  reported  to  the  nunister  that  the  vote  was  unanimous.  If  women 
had  any  proper  self-respeet,  they  would  scorn  to  remain  one  hour  in  any 
eharoh  in  which  they  were  not  eonsidered  and  reeognised  as  equals. 

OuvKB  Joaraov  said  there  was  a  new  oharsh  formed  eaUed  "  Pro- 
gressive Friends,^  in  whieh  men  and  women  stood  on  pevfeet  equality. 

He  said  there  was  another  church  (Henry  Ward  Beecher's)  in  Brooklyn, 
where  women  were  expected  to  vote  on  all  questions  connected  with  the 
business  afllairs  of  the  congregation.  Another  church  in  this  city  (Rev. 
Dr.  GheoTer's)  bad  a  difAoolty  in  which  tlie  capitalists  tried  to  dismiss 
the  pastor,  beeanse  he  maintained  the  ii|^  of  the  slave  to  flraedom,  and 
of  the  woraan  to  the  eleotiTe  fhtnchise.  Ho  agreed  with  Mr.  Pillsbury 
that  it  was  woman's  duty  to  test  her  eqoality  in  the  Ghareh  as  well  as 
the  State. 

Aaron  M,  Powbll  took  the  same  ground.  As  women  made  the  large 
majority  in  the  churches,  they  could  easily  secure  eqoal  rights  there  if 
united  in  an  ^tort  to  do  sow  Wliy,  said  he,  are  there  no  young  women 
sitting  at  the  reporters'  deslu,  toking  note  of  the  ptoeeedings  of  this  don- 
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▼ention  ?    He  advocated  the  eleetive  franchUe,  saying  that  no  clasf 
eonld  be  protwrted  in  all  its  riglita  wlllKmt  avcte  in  ths  Ittwi. 
A  Mr.  Wabbbv  raid  be  had  no  objection  to  woman's  elaimingequalitf, 

but  when  ^ttff  declared  their  saperioiltyi  they  IfljoMd  themaelyee  axid 
the  rising  generation  in  teaching  the  young  to  disrespect  the  men  of  the 
honsehold.  (Great  laughter  and  hipses).  Woman  iniuht  be  the  f^avlor 
of  man,  but  was  not  (iod.  and  had  no  place  in  the  Godhead.  (Laughter 
and  flbeen).  He  spoke  Drom  ea^eif  enee  when  he  said  men  had  aheedy 
snflSeored  moeh  from  the  tyrannieal  osorpatioQS  of  women.  Let  woman 
be  the  true  helpmate  Of  man,  religiously,  politically,  morally,  socially; 
but,  oh  !  said  he,  in  a  sorrowful  tone,  it  will  be  a  sad  clay  for  the  race 
when  woman  takes  command,  and  man  is  pushed  aside.  (Convulsive 
laughter,  and  cries  of  "  Give  us  your  experience.") 

Mrs.  Fahhham  was  c^ad  the  sabjeot  of  woman's  snpeiioii^  had  been 
broaohed,  and  only  regretted  that  aa  a  eeieutiflo  fact  it  oonld  not  be 
more  seriously  discussed. 

A  gentleman  deprecated  the  fact  that  Mr.  Warren  had  not  been  more 
fully  heard.  ^ 

Thk  Prksidknt  said  it  was  the  aodlenoe  and  not  the  platform  that 
laughed.  Loud  calls  were  made  for 

Douglass,  to  which  he  leeponded,  claiming  woman's  light  to  freedom 
and  equality  on  the  same  grounds  he  based  his  own. 

William  Lloyd  Garrison  maintained  woman's  right  to  sit  in  Con- 
gress and  the  legislatures — ^that  there  should  be  the  same  number  of 
women  aa  men  In  all  the  nntionel  oonneils.  He  enid  Mepeet  for  hb 
sainted  mother,  love  for  his  noble  wife,  and  for  the  only  danghter  of 
his  hooee  and  heart  (my  own  Fanny),  compel  me  to  defond  the  tights  of 
all  women.  Those  who  have  inaugurated  this  movement  are  worthy  to 
be  ranked  with  the  army  of  martyrs  and  confessors  in  the  days  of  old. 
Blessings  on  them  I  They  should  triumph,  and  every  opposition  be  re- 
moved, that  peace  and  love.Justlee  and  liberty,  might  prevail  throoghr 
ont  the  worid. 

A  Mr.  Tylbb  remarked  that  nfaar  had  been  expressed  that  in  coming 

to  tlie  polls,  woman  would  be  compelled  to  meet  men  who  drink  and 
.^nioke.  Do  women  encounter  no  suf  h  evils  in  their  homes  ?  Wliigky 
and  tobacco  are  much  greater  obstacles  at  the  marriage  altar  than  at 
the  polls— in  the  relation  of  wife  than  In  that  of  dtlsen. 

George  William  Cirtis,  then  in  the  height  of  his  repatatiou  (as 
Howad  ji),  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  suffrage  for  woman,  but  amid 
constant  iDtemiptions.  With  a  short  speech  from  Mrs.  Roee,  the 
ConvcQtioii  adjourned  amid  great  coufusion. 

NIKTH  NATIONAL  CONYXNTIOK. 

In  aoGOidftnoe  vith  a  call  Issaed,  bj  tihe  Oentnl  Oommittee,  ike 
Ninth  NatioDal  Womin's  Bights  Convention  was  held  in  the  City  of 
New  Toik  on  Thnnday,  May  Id,  1859. 

The  sessions  oommenced  with  a  hnslness  meetii^^  on  the  after- 
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noon  of  that  day,  in  "Mozart  Hall.  The  meeting:  wae  called  to  order 
bv  Susan  B.  Anthony,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  who  made  a  few 
introductory  remark?,  after  which,  the  question  of  the  expediency 
of  niemonjiHzing  the  Legislatures  of  the  different  States,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  granting  equal  rights  to  Woman,  was  discussed  at  some 
length.  At  the  close  of  the  deljate,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  that 
it  was  expedient  so  to  memorialize  the  several  Legislatures,  and  a 
committee  *  was  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions f  offered  bv  Caroline  H.  Dall. 

These  resolutions  were  discussed  by  Mrs.  Dall,  Mrs.  Hallock,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Neal  Gay,  Lucretia  Mott,  A.  M.  Powell,  Charles  C.  Bur- 
leigh, and  others. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

At  an  ejirly  hour,  Mozart  Hall  whs  crowded  to  overflowing,  every 
seat  being  occupied,  and  crowds  standing  in  the  aisle,  and  the  rear 

of  the  hall. 

LrcRETiA  MoTT  had  been  chosen  to  preside,  but  wa^  not  able,  on 
account  of  the  crowd,  to  reach  the  platform  at  the  hour  appointed. 
The  Convention  was  therefore  called  to  order  by  Susan  B.  Anthonv. 

Mrs.  Caroline  II.  Dat.i,,  of  Boston,  was  the  first  speaker.  She 
desired  to  commemorate  the  century  which  had  just  closed  since  the 
death  of  Mary  Woolstouecraft,  and  to  show  that  what  she  did  in  the 
old  world,  Margaret  Fuller  liad  done  in  the  new ;  but  the  noise  and 
restlessness  among  the  andienoe  were  so  great  (mneh  of  which,  we 

»  ^yeuaell  PhnUp*.  EllzabeUi  Cady  Stanton,  Caroline  H.  Dal),  CsroUne  M.  Severance, 
ErnestlDC  L.  Rose,  Autoinette  Brown  Blackwcll,  Tbomas  W.  Hiicginsou,  tjusau  B. 
Anfliony. 

t  Jteaolved,  That  wltfla  mWf  ttPWWpaper  In  the  land  carries  on  ite  face  the  record  of 
woman's  dishonor,  the  women  who  seek  to  elevAte  their  MX  we  boood  to  inqolva  loto 
its  causes  and  save  from  ita  paralysis. 

AaolMdy  That  while  we  Iwvo  do  daaKhtas  too  tender  and  jrarB,  no  aona  too  tonooent, 

to  eiicape  from  the  influence  of  snch  tragedies  as  those  at  North  Adnms  find  Waahlngton, 
the  true  modesty  of  every  mother,  Uio  true  dignity  of  every  wife,  should  forbid  her  to 
jmt  aside  the  questtons  thejr  Involve. 

Jiei>i'^r-  d.  That  the  dishonor  of  sliiplo  women  proceeds  In  frrent  measare  from  destitu- 
tiou,  and  the  dishonor  of  married  women  as  much  from  their  own  want  of  education 
and  utter  absence  of  purpose  in  life  as  from  the  inability  of  their  hnsliands  to  inspire 
them  with  true  respect  and  help  them  to  true  liTlng:  therefore, 

ReAohfd,  That  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  open,  In  eyery  possible  waj",  new  vocations  to 
women,  to  raise  their  wages  by  every  advlaable  means,  and  to  secure  to  them  an  edaca- 
tlon  whldb  ahall  be  leaa  a  deooimlton  to  their  perMMia  than  a  tool  to  ihelr  banda. 

Renolvedi  That  while  courts  adjourn  In  honor  of  a  mnn  Hke  Philip  Barton  Key,  while 
the  whole  Bar  of  the  District  of  Columbia  pass  resolutions  in  his  honor,  and  vote  to 
attend  his  faneral,  as  a  mark  of  respect,  while  the  pablle  opinion  9t  a  whole  oonunnnlty 
snstalns  a  man  who  could  not  defend  his  murderous  IndlgnatlOa  \ij  |3ie  Witness  of  an 
unspotted  life,  it  is  our  duty  to  rate  public  opinion  as  a  cormptlng  potrar,  and  to  bring 
np  our  children  ifi  the  knowledge  and  sanction  of  a  higher  law. 
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charitably  hope,  wjis  attributable  rather  to  the  discomfort  of  their 
position  than  to  any  want  of  respect  for  the  speaker,  or  for  the  cause 
which  the  CoiiTeotion  represented),  that  she  yielded  to  the  wish  of 
the  presiding  officer,  and  sat  down  vrithout  speaking  of  Margaret 
Fnller. 

Short  speeches  were  made  by  Lacretia  Mott,  Antoinette  Brown 
BUekwell,  and  Ernestine  L.  Boee ;  bit  as  it  proved  to  be  another  tnr- 
bnlent  meeting,  Wendell  Phillips,  who  nnderstood  from  long  experi- 
ence how  to  plaj  with  and  lash  a  mob,  and  thrust  what  he  wished  to 

say  into  their  long  ears,  all  with  one  consent  yielded  the  platform  to 
him,  and  for  nearly  two  hours  he  held  that  mocking  crowd  in  the 
hollow  of  his  hand.   In  closing  he  said: 

I  will  not  attempt  to  detain  yon  longer.  [**Go  on** — **Qo  on.'*]  I 

have  neither  the  disposition  nor  the  strength  to  trespass  any  longer  upon 
your  attention.  The  subject  is  so  large  that  it  might  well  fill  days,  in- 
stead of  hours.  It  covers  the  whole  surface  of  American  society.  It 
touches  religion,  purity,  political  eooDomy,  wages,  the  safety  of  cities, 
the  growth  of  tdeas,  the  very  Buooeas  of  our  experiment.  I  gave  to-nig^t 
9.  character  to  the  city  of  Washington  which  some  men  hiaaed.  You 
know  it  is  truf'.  If  this  experiment  of  solf-govcrnment  is  to  sticeood.  it 
is  to  succeed  by  some  saving  element  introduced  into  the  p>olitic.s  of  the 
present  day.  You  know  this :  Your  Websters,  your  Clays,  your  Calhouns, 
yonr  Douglases,  however  intellectaally  able  diey  ma/  have  been,  have 
never  dared  or  oared  to  toneh  that  moral  element  <rf  our  national  lifo. 
Eitiier  the  dmllowand  heartless  trado  of  politics  had  eaten  out  their 
own  moral  being,  or  they  feared  to  enter  the  unknown  land  of  lofty 
right  and  wrong. 

I^either  of  these  great  names  has  linked  its  fame  with  one  great  moral 
question  of  the  day.  They  deal  with  money  queatlona,  witii  tallffl^  with 
parties,  with  State  law,  and  if  by  ehanoe  they  touch  the  slave  question, 
it  is  only  like  Jewish  hiu.iksters  trading  in  the  relics  of  Saints.  The  re- 
formera — the  lauatics,  as  we  are  called  —  are  the  only  ones  who  have 
launched  social  and  moral  questions.  I  risk  nothing  when  I  say,  that 
the  anti*6lavery  dieouBsion  of  the  last  twenty  years  has  been  the  salt  of 
this  nation ;  it  hae  aotnally  kept  It  alive  and  wholesome.  Without  it,  oar 
poiiticR  would  have  sunk  beyond  even  contempt.  So  with  this  question. 
It  stirs  the  df'Hptvst  sympathy ;  it  appealn  to  the  highest  moral  sense:  it 
enwraps  within  itself  the  greatest  moral  issues.  Judge  it,  then,  candid- 
ly, carefully,  as  Americans,  and  let  us  show  onrsdvee  worthy  <rf  the  high 
plaoe  to  whieh  Ood  has  ealled  us  in  human  aflhirs.  (Applanse). 

MKMOlilAL. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legitlature  of  the  State  of  ' 

The  National  Woman's  Rights  Convention,  held  in  Ne^-  York  City,  May  12, 
1859,  appointed  your  memorialists  a  Committee  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
anomalous  positioD  of  OBe*balf  the  people  of  this  Republic.  , 
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All  republican  ooostitations  aet  fortb  tbe  great  troth  that  every  human  being 
la  endowed  wi<h  oertala  inalienable  righta— each  aa  Bib,  liberty,  and  the  pmaoit 
«f  happinew  end  as  a  consequence,  a  riglit  to  the  nae  of  all  those  means 

necessary  to  secure  these  grand  results. 

1st. — A  citizen  can  not  be  said  to  liavc;  n  r  ight  to  11  o,  who  may  be  depriveil 
of  it  for  the  violation  of  lawra  to  which  ^^llc  Im-s  never  consented — who  is  denied 
the  right  of  trial  by  a  jury  of  her  peers— who  haa  no  Toioe  In  tiie  election 
«f  Judges  iriio  are  to  dedde  her  fiue. 

2d. — A  citizen  can  not  be  said  to  have  a  right  to  liberty,  when  the  custody 
of  her  person  belong.-i  to  another;  when  she  has  no  civil  or  political  rights — no 
right  even  to  tbe  wages  she  earns ;  when  she  can  make  no  contracts — neither 
buy  nor  sell,  sue  or  be  soed— and  yet  can  be  taxed  without  representation. 

8d. — A  dtinn  can  not  be  said  to  have  a  right  to  happinees,  when  denied  the 
right  to  person,  property,  children,  and  home;  when  the  code  of  laws  under 
which  she  is  oompdU'd  to  live  is  far  more  iinjnst  and  tvranniral  than  that 
-which  onr  fathers  repudiated  at  tbe  mouth  of  the  cannon  nearly  one  century 
*go. 

Now,  we  would  ask  on  what  principle  of  repubHcanlsm,  justice,  or  common 
IramiBtty,  a  odnoritjr  of  the  people  of  this  Republic  have  monopoKaed  to  them- 
selves all  the  rights  of  the  whole?  Where,  under  our  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, does  the  white  Saxon  man  get  his  power  to  dcpriye  all  women  tmA 
negroes  of  their  inalienable  rights  ? 

The  mothini  ot  the  Revolution  bruTely  shared  all  dangers,  persecutions,  and 
•death ;  and  thdr  danghteiu  now  daim  an  equal  ahare  In  all  the  glories  and 
triumphs  of  your  success.  Shall  they  stand  before  a  body  of  American  1^^ 
lators  and  n-k  in  vain  for  their  n'p'bt  of  suffra^re — their  right  <>f  property — their 
right  to  the  wages  they  earn — their  right  to  their  children  and  their  homes—' 
tbe.ir  sacred  right  to  personal  liberty — to  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  their  peers? 

hk  view  of  theee  high  eonrideradons,  we  demand,  then,  that  you  shall,  by 
your  Aature  legislation,  secure  to  women  all  those  rights  and  privileges  and 
immunities  which  in  equity  belong  to  every  citizen  of  a  republic. 

And  we  demand  that  whenever  you  sh;ill  ren)odel  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  in  which  30U  live,  the  word  "male  '  shall  be  expurgated,  and  that  hence- 
Ibrtb  you  ahaU  legislate  for  aU  dtiMns*  There  can  be  no  privileged  classes  in 
« truly  democntie  government. 

£li2abktu  Cauy  SxAKTotf,  Mabxha  C.  Wbiout, 

YfrnnKLL  PuLun,  CiBMJim  M.  SnmuBOK, 

Cabouhb  H.  Dall,  Tbomai  W.  IbemmoH, 

Bnnminni  L.  Rose,  Susan  B.  AvrHOflT, 

AnToufBTTB  Bbowh  BLaoKWCLL,  CmmuMm. 

The  above  memornal  was  extensively  circulated  and  sent  to  the 
Legislature  of  every  State  in  the  nation,  but,  owing  to  the  John 
Brown  raid  and  the  general  unrest  and  forebodings  of  the  people  on 
the  eve  of  our  civil  war,  it  commauded  but  little  attention. 
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VOBX  OF  AfPXAL  AHD  PBimON  OIBC0LATBD  0  THB  BTATB  OV  mW 
TOBK  DUBIHO  TBB  flOlOIZR  AHD  AUTDiar  OV  1859. 

Jo  the  Women  of  the  Empire  State: 

It  is  the  desire  and  purpose  of  those  interested  in  the  Woman's  Rights  move- 
ment,  to  send  up  to  oar  next  Legislalnft  «n  ofcrwhdBBing  petition,  for  ite 
civil  and  political  rigbts  of  womto.  ThcM  rights  must  be  teeored  jost  ae  eooa 
as  the  m^gority  of  the  women  of  the  BCate  make  the  demand.   To  this  cad,  nm 

have  decidrd  thoroughlj  to  canvass  our  State  before  the  close  of  the  present 
year.  We  shall  hold  conventions  in  every  county,  distribute  tracts  and  circo- 
late  petitions,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  arouse  a  proper  self-respect  in  woman. 

The  want  ot  Ihnda  hae  herstolbre  crippled  all  our  tBottB,  but  aa  large  bequesta 
baTe  been  made  to  oar  cause  daring  the  past  year,  we  are  now  able  to  send  out 
agents  and  to  commence  anew  our  work,  which  shall  never  end,  until,  in 
Church  and  StatCt  and  at  the  fireside,  the  eqaali^  of  woman  shall  be  fuQj 
recognized. 

We  hope  much  from  our  Republican  legislators.  Their  well-known  profes- 
'alons  encottvage  oa  to  bettcve  that  oar  task  ia  by  no  OMaaa  a  hard  one.  We 
shall  look  fat  their  hearfy  co^penitioii  in  crery  effort  Ibr  the  dcTatioa  of 

humanity.  We  have  had  bills  before  the  Legislature  for  several  years,  on  some 
of  wliich,  from  tinic  to  time,  have  had  most  favorable  reports.  Tlie  property 
bill  of  %^  was  passed  by  a  Urge  majority.  The  various  bills  of  rit?lit«.  to 
wages,  children,  sufirage,  etc.,  have  been  respectfully  considered.  The  bill 
presented  at  the  last  sesrion,  giving  to  married  women  their  rights  to  make 
ooatncta,  and  to  their  wagea,  passed  the  Hoose  with  only  three  dissenting 
votes,  but  owing  to  the  pressure  of  boaincsa  at  the  clcac  of  the  session,  it  was 

never  brought  before  the  Senate. 

Whilst  man,  by  his  legislation  and  generous  donations,  declares  our  cause 
righteoQS  and  just— whilat  the  very  best  men  of  the  nation,  those  who  stand 
first  in  Chorch  and  State,  in  Uteratore,  commerce,  and  the  arts,  are  ipcaUog 
for  OS  soch  noble  words  and  perfiinning  sneh  Ood-like  deeds— 4haU  woman, 
herself,  be  indifferent  to  her  own  wrongs,  insensible  to  all  the  responsibilities 
of  her  high  and  holy  calling  ?  No  I  No  I !  Let  the  women  of  the  Empire 
State  now  speak  out  in  deep  and  earnest  tones  that  can  not  be  misunderstood, 
demanding  all  thcae  rigfata  whi^  are  at  the  very  fonndation  of  R^nbUcaniam 
— a  fbll  and  eqoal  rcpreaeotatioa  witii  man  in  the  administradon  of  oar  State 
and  National  GoremoMnt. 

Do  you  know,  women  of  New  York!  that  under  our  present  laws  married 
women  have  no  right  to  the  wages  they  earn  ?  Think  of  the  40.0u0  drunkards* 
wives  in  this  Sute — of  the  wives  of  men  who  are  licentious— of  gamblers — of 
tiie  long  line  of  tboae  who  do  nothing ;  and  ia  It  no  light  matter  tiiat  all  thcae 
women  who  avppovt  themadtei,  fhdr  bnabanda  and  fkmiHca,  too,  ahall  have  no 
right  to  tiie  dlapodticn  of  their  own  earnings  ?  Roll  ap,  then,  yonr  pedtiona  * 

*  WvuM  ov  Paiwoa* 

JbtheametemHdAmmVypflkeatU^JI^  ToHt: 

The  nn;1('r^lLaic(5,  rUizens  of   ,  New  York,  ri'*spectfully  ask  that  you  will  take 

measures  to  submit  to  the  people  an  amendment  of  the  ConsUtation,  allowing  women  to 
vole  and  hold  ofltee.  And  tliat  jon  wlU  snset  laws  seenriaK  to  manied  women  the  lUi 
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en  tiiii  point,  if  no  other*  and  Mcnre  to  Iftboring  women  tiidr  wag«t  *t  tbc 

coming  session ! 

Now  18  the  golden  time  to  work  !  Before  another  Constitutional  Convention 
be  called,  see  to  it  tliat  the  pablic  aentiment  of  this  State  shall  demand 
aoftage  fiw  woman!  Remember, tb^  who  woold  be  ftee,  fhemaelTes  mnst 
atriketheblowl**  K  Cadt  Stantom, 

Of  the  caovMB  of  1859  and  '60,  we  find  the  following  letter  In 
Thi9  Nw)  York  TrUnme,  Febmaiy,  1880. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Tribune : 

Sm: — ^Tbe  readers  of  The  Tribune  wbo  bave  perused  its  columns  closely 
tat  the  laat  iiz  numtlu  will  hare  notloed  repeated  annonneemeata  of 
County  ConTantlona  (n  dillBrent  pnrta  of  the  State  to  be  addreaaed  by 
certain  ladies  engaged  in  ad  vo(^ating  equal  rights  for  woman.  It  may  not 

be  uninteresting  to  thoin  to  know  that  every  one  of  those  appointments 
waf  filled  by  said  ladies.  Over  fifty  coiintieg  of  the  State  have  been  thus 
ribited,  and  petitions  present4»d  to  the  people  for  their  signatures,  pray- 
ing for  equal  property  righta,  and  for  atepe  to  be  taken  to  ao  amend  the 
Oonatttation  aa  to  aeoare  to  woman  the  ili^t  of  soflh^^e,  whioh  have  been 
numerously  signed  and  duly  presented  to  the  Legislature.  In  the  rural 
districts  the  success  has  been  wonderful,  considering  the  unpopularity 
of  the  subject;  our  most  violent  opposers  being  demagogical  Democrats 
who  frank]^  acknowledge  that  if  our  doctrines  prevail,  aati-alaToiy,  tem- 
perance, mmal  reifi»m»  and  Bepnblieaniam  win  eonquw. 

Large  beqneats  have  been  made  in  the  East  for  the  fhrtherance  of  this 
movement,  and  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  these  ladies  have  gone  forth  to  proclaim  the  doctrine  of  civil  and 
political  equality  for  woman.  No  lag^rds  are  they  in  their  work.  In  the 
language  of  Mr.  GMdey,  they  have  foond  a  work  to  be  done,  and  havo 
gone  at  it  with  ready  andieaolote  will;  they  have  not  been  able  to  an- 
swer all  the  calls  made  upon  their  time  and  talent.  One  of  them  (I  can 
speak  but  for  one)  between  the  Uth  of  November  and  the  31st  of  January, 
has  given  sixty-eight  lectures,  not  missing  one  appointment,  resting  only 
throngh  the  hoHdaya  and  on  Snndaya.  The  otbeta  haTC  donbtlcaa  done 
aawelL  In  moat  inatancea  ail  have  been  able  to  pay  their  own  ezpanaea, 
and  in  some  oases  their  own  salaries. 

These  ladies  are  not  disappointed  old  maids,  desolate  widow.s,  or  un- 
happy wives,  though  there  is  one  widow  and  one  who  has  pansod  what  is 
oalled  the  sunny  side  of  twenty-five.  Miss  Susan  B.  Anthony,  the  gen- 
eral agent,  reaidee  at  Bocheator,  and  ia  nnmanrled.  Mrs.  Bmeatlne  L. 
Boae,  of  New  York  City,  is  too  widely  known  to  need  comment.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  Antoinette  Biown  Blackwell,  the  eloquent  minlater, 

and  entire  eonliol  of  all  property  originally  bekmftaigto  tbem,  and  of  tbelr  eamlnga  during 

niarrl.'itrc  .  iind  making  the  t\\i:\\U  of  the  wifr  over  the  chlldrou  the  «ame  as  a  li.isliand 
enjoy*,  and  the  rigbt«  at  a  widow,  as  to  her  children,  and  aa  to  the  property  left  hy  her 
boabaad,  tbe  aama  tliat  a  hmriNUii  baa  in  the  property  and  over  the  children  of  hla 
deceaaed  wife. 
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AoeompliBhed  sebolftr,  and  amiable  wife  and  mother.  Mn.  J.  EUulMtb 
Jones,  of  Ohiov  is  a  lady  in  the  ripeness  of  womanhood,  to  whom,  equally 

with  the  above,  all  these  adjeotivee  apply.  Mrs.  Hannah  Tracy  Cutler, 
of  Illinois,  ha.s  been  twice  married,  and  has  guperintended  two  frtinilies 
of  children  satisfactorily;  she  has  been  teacher  in  a  high -school  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  matron  of  a  deaf  and  dumb  asylum,  has  taken 
premiums  (m  soij^nm  sugar  made  by  her  own  hands,  and  is  also  a 
physician  among  the  poor  of  her  neighborhood .  Mrs.  Lucy  N.  Colman,  of 
New  York,  if^  a  widow,  and  has  fought  life's  battle  brnvoly  and  well  for 
herself  and  children.  Mrs.  Frances  D.  Gage,  of  Missouri,  formerly  of 
Oliio,  might  claim  the  nomination  for  President  under  the  authority  of 
Henry  Ward  Beeober,  ''havhag  brought  up  six  iiahily  boys,"  whose  ag- 
gregate h^gfat  would  form  a  eoiumn  of  thirty<«lx  foot  la  honor  of  their 
mother,  who  will  all  vote  tbB  Bepublioan  tieket  in  1860  but  one,  and  b» 
is  not  old  enough;  and  no  one  of  them  smokes  or  chews,  or  8timnlate» 
the  inner  man  with  iutozioatiog  beverBgea.  8he  is  also  the  mother  of 
two  daughters. 

Two  yeais  ago  Kr.  Greeley  said  to  one  of  the  ladies,  Why  don*t  yon 
ladies  go  to  wotkf**  Theyhavegoneto  work;  and  with  the  help  of  sueh 

men  as  Garrison,  Phillips,  Parker,  Giddings,  Curtis,  Beecher,  Chapln, 
Brady,  and  a  host  of  others  whom  the  world  delights  to  honor,  their 
cause  will  surely  triumph.  It  is  a  question  of  time  only;  not  of  fact. 
God  speed  the  day. 

The  State  OonTention  of  1S60  was  held  in  AssodatioD  Hall, 
Albany,  Febmaiy  8d  and  4tb,  with  fine  aadiences  thronghont,  and 
the  nsual  force  of  speskera.  As  the  outpoarings  of  Miss  Anthony'a 
love  element  all  flowed  into  the  snffnge  movement,  she  was  sor^j 
tried  with  the  imperative  oares  that  the  domestic  experiments  of 
most  of  her  coadjutors  so  constantly  involved.  Iler  urgent  missives 
coming  ever  and  anon  to  arouse  DS  to  higher  duties,  are  quite  inspir- 
ing even  at  this  date.  In  a  letter  to  Martha  G.  Wright,  she  says: 

Mr.  Bingimm,  the  ehalrman  of  the  Judioiary  Committee,  will  bring  in 
a  radleal  report  in  llavor  of  all  our  olaims,  but  previous  to  his  doing  so  he 
wishes  our  strongest  arguments  made  before  the  Conimitt^,  and  he  sayv 
Mrs.  Stanton  mu.^t  come.  I  write  her  this  mail,  but  I  wish  you  would 
step  over  there  and  make  Irt  ft-el  that  the  salvation  of  the  Empire  State, 
at  least  the  women  in  it,  depends  upon  her  bending  all  her  powers  to 
moving  the  hearte  of  our  law-makers  at  this  time.  Mr.  Bingham  ssys  our 
Convention  here  has  wrought  wondrous  ehmifes  with  a  large  number  of 
the  members  who  attended,  and  so  says  Mr.  Mayo,  of  the  Albanians;  in- 
deed our  claims  are  so  patent  they  need  only  to  be  known  to  be  ap- 
proved, Mrs.  Stanton  must  move  heaven  and  earth  now  to  f?ecure  this 
bill,  and  she  can,  if  she  will  only  try.  I  should  go  there  myself  this  very 
night,  but  I  must  wateh  and  enoourage  friends  here.  The  Earnings  BiU 
has  passed  the  House,  and  is  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  Senate^ 
Then  a  Quardianship  BiU  must  be  drafted  and  put  through  if  posriblew 
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I  returned  from  New  York  last  evening?;  have  taken  tho  *'  Cooper  Tallinn,  ' 
for  oar  National  Convention  in  May.  Saw  Mbs  Howland;  she  said  Mr. 
Beecber's  lecture  is  to  be  in  this  week's  Independent.  Only  think  how 
many  priestly  eyes  will  be  compelled  to  look  at  its  defiled  page.  Theo- 
dore TUton  told  me  the*  Mr*  Beeeher  bad  had  a  eereie  ImMAo  to  get  into 
J%e  Independent, 

Mfb.  Stanton,  in  answering  Miss  Anthony's  appeal,  says : 

I  am  willing  to  do  the  appofakted  work  at  Albany*  H  Napoleon  eays 
arose  the  Alps,  they  are  crosned.    I  can  not,  my  dear  friend,  "move 

heaven  and  earth,"  but  I  will  do  wliat  I  <mui  with  pen  and  brain.  You 
•  must  come  here  and  start  nie  on  the  right  train  of  thought,  as  your  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  just  what  is  wanted  is  everything  in  getting  up  the 
right  doeomeat.  Kind  regards  to  the  antl  slavery  host  now  with  yon.  I 
did  not  think  that  tiw  easy  aim-ebair  I  ooonpied  on  the  Anbam  plat- 
form was  to  bfing  me  so  much  glory.  Did  you  know  the  rcsolations  ci 
that  meeting"  were  read  on  the  floor  of  Congress? — that  pleased  me 
greatly.  I  am  very  proud  to  btand  maternal  sponsor  for  the  whole  string. 
I  wish  our  Albany  resolutions  had  more  snap  in  them.  The  Garrison 
eliqoe  are  the  onl^  men  in  this  nation  that  know  bow  to  write  a 
resolution. 

On  the  18th  of  February  Mrs.  Stanton  addresBed  the  T.eijiHlatiire 
on  woman's  riglit  of  suffrage  and  tlie  bill  then  pending  in  the  Sen- 
ate. A  magniticent  andience  greeted  her  in  the  Capitol.  She  oc- 
cupied the  Speaker's  desk,  and  was  introduced  by  Senator  Ham- 
mond, and  spoke  as  follows  : 

Gkntlemen  of  the  Judiciary  : — There  are  certain  natural  rightu  as 
inaUenable  to  civilization  as  are  the  rights  of  air  and  motion  to  the  sav- 
age in  the  wlldeniess.  The  natnral  righta  of  ^  eiviliied  man  and 
woman  are  government,  property,  the  barmonioosdeTeloimient  <tf  all  their 

powers,  and  the  gratification  of  their  desires.  IThere  are  a  few  people  we 
now  and  then  uicft  who.  like  JtToniy  Bfiithnni,  scout  tho  idea  of  natunil 
rights  hi  civilization,  and  pronounce  theiu  mere  luotuphors,  docluring  that 
there  are  no  rights  aside  from  those  tho  law  confers.  If  the  law  made  man 
too,  that  might  do,  for  then  be  eonld  be  made  to  order  to  fit  the  partlenlar 
oidie  he  was  designed  to  fill.  But  Inasmnoh  as  Gk>d  made  man  in  His 
own  image,  with  eapaeitiBS  and  powers  as  bomidless  as  the  universe, 
whose  exigencies  no  mere  human  law  can  meet,  it  is  evident  that  the 
man  must  over  stand  first;  the  law  but  the  creature  of  his  want'^;  the 
law  giver  but  tlie  mouthpiece  of  humtinity.  If,  then,  the  nature  ot  a  be- 
ing deeldes  its  rights,  every  Individual  eomes  into  this  world  with  rights ' 
that  are  not  transferable.  He  does  not  bring  them  like  a  peek  on  his 
back,  that  may  bo  stolen  from  him,  but  they  are  a  component  part  ol 
himself,  the  laws  which  insure  his  growth  and  development.  The  indi- 
vidual may  be  put  in  the  stocks,  body  and  soul,  he  may  be  dwarfed,  crip- 
pled, killed,  bat  his  rights  no  man  can  get;  they  live  and  die  with  him. 


Digitized  by  Google 


680  HUAory  of  Woman  Suffrage, 


Though  the  atmosphere  is  forty  miles  deep  all  round  the  globe,  no  man 
can  do  more  than  fill  his  own  luntrs.  No  man  can  see,  hear,  or  smell  hut 
Just  8o  £ar;  and  though  Imntlredi?  are  deprived  of  these  senses,  his  are 
not  the  more  aeate.  Though  rights  have  booa  abim^toatly  supplied  by 
the  good  Fktiior,  no  man  eaa  appiopflate  to  himaelf  thoM  lli^ 
another.  A  citizen  can  have  bat  one  vote,  fill  but  one  offloe,  though 
thousands  are  not  pennitt^d  to  do  either.  These  axioms  prove  that 
woman's  poverty  does  not  add  to  man's  wealth,  and  if,  in  the  plenitude 
of  his  power,  he  should  secure  to  her  the  exercise  of  all  her  Qod-given 
rights,  her  wealth  eoold  not  bring  puwwtf  to  hfan.  There  is  a  Idnd  iA 
norvouB  unrest  always  manifested  by  those  in  power,  whenever  new 
claims  are  started  by  those  out  of  their  own  immcdinte  class.  Tlie  phi- 
losophy of  this  is  very  plain.  They  imagine  that  if  the  rights  of  this  new 
class  be  granted,  they  must,  of  necessity,  sacrifloe  something  of  what  they 
already  poesese.  They  eaa  not  direst  themselves  of  the  idea  that  rights 
are  very  mneh  like  lands,  stooks,  bonds,  and  mortgages,  and  tiiat  if  eveiy 
new  elaimant  be  satisfied,  the  supply  of  human  rights  must  in  time  run 
low.  You  might  as  well  carp  at  the  birth  of  every  child,  lest  there  should 
not  be  enough  air  left  to  inflate  your  lunp^;  at  the  success  of  every 
scholar,  for  fear  that  your  draughts  at  the  fountain  of  knowledge  could 
not  be  so  long  and  deep;  at  the  glory  of  every  hero,  lest  there  be  no  glory 
left  for  yon  

If  the  object  of  government  is  to  protect  the  weak  against  tiie  stront?, 
how  nnwise  to  place  the  power  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  strong.  Yet 
that  is  the  history  of  all  governments,  even  the  model  republic  of  these 
United  States.  You  who  have  read  the  history  of  nations,  from  Mosee 
down  to  onr  last  deetioo,  where  have  yoo  ever  seen  one  elass  lotAin^ 
alter  the  interests  of  another  ?  Any  of  you  ean  readily  see  the  defeets  in 
other  governments,  and  prononnce  sentence  against  thope  who  have  sac- 
ritlft'd  the  masses  to  themselves;  but  when  we  come  to  our  own  cose,  we 
are  bUnded  by  custom  and  self-interest.  Some  of  you  who  have  no  oapi- 
tal  ean  see  the  Injnstioe  whleh  the  laborer  snfliara;  some  of  you  who  have 
no  slaves,  ean  see  the  eroelty  of  Us  oppression;  bat  who  of  yon  appre- 
eiate  the  galling  hnmiliation,  the  refinements  of  degradation,  to  which 
women  (the  motliers,  wives,  sisters,  and  daughters  of  freemen)  are  sub- 
ject, in  this  the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  ?  How  many  of  you 
have  ever  read  even  the  laws  concerning  them  that  now  disgrace  your 
statnte-books  t  In  omelty  and  tyranny,  they  are  not  surpassed  by  any 
slaveholding  eode  in  the  Sonthem  States;  in  ftwt  they  are  wone,  by  just 
so  far  as  woman,  from  her  social  position,  refinement,  and  edaeatlon,  is 
on  a  more  equal  ground  with  the  oppressor. 

Allow  me  just  here  to  call  the  attention  of  that  party  now  so  much  inter- 
ested in  the  slave  of  the  Carollnas,  to  the  similarity  in  bis  condition  and 
that  of  the  mothers,  wives,  and  daughters  of  the  Bmpire  State.  The 
iiv)iTc>  has  no  name.  He  is  Cuffy  Douglas  or  Cnfiy  Brooks,  just  whose 
Cuflfy  he  may  chance  to  be.  The  woman  has  no  name.  She  i.s  Mrs. 
Richard  Roe  or  Mrs.  John  Doe.  just  whose  Mrs.  she  may  chance  to  be. 
Cofly  has  no  right  to  his  earnings;  he  can  not  buy  or  sell,  or  lay  up  any- 
thing that  he  eon  eall  bis  own.  Un.  Boe  has  no  rl^t  to  her  eamings- 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


Mrs.  SkmUm^s  Addrm  to  Legidature  in  1860.  681 

she  can  neither  buy  nor  sell,  make  contracts,  nor  lay  up  anything  tliat 
she  can  call  her  own.  Cuflfy  has  no  right  to  his  children :  they  can  be 
«old  from  him  at  any  time.  Mrs.  Hoe  has  no  right  to  her  children;  they 
may  be  bound  out  to  cancel  a  father's  debts  of  honor.  The  unborr 
ohild,  ey«n  by  the  laat  will  of  th«  fether,  may  ba  plaoed  nnder  the 
guardianship  of  a  stranger  and  a  foretgner.  Cuffy  has  no  legal  existence ; 
he  is  subject  to  restraint  and  ni6derare  chastisement.  Mrs.  Roe  has  no 
k'^^al  existence;  she  has  not  the  best  right  to  her  own  person.  The  hus- 
band has  the  power  to  restrain,  and  administer  moderate  chastisement. 

Blaekstone  declares  that  the  hoeband  and  wUb  are  one,  and  learned 
«onimetttaton  bave  deetded  that  that  one  Is  Hie  hnsbaad.  In  all  eivil 
codes,  yoa  will  find  them  classified  as  one.  Certain  rights  and  inunoni- 
ties,  such  and  such  privilegeH  are  to  be  secured  to  white  male  citizens. 
What  have  women  and  negroes  to  do  with  rights  ?  What  know  tbejr  of 
|{Ovemment,  war,  or  glory  ? 

The  prejadioe  agahist  color,  of  whidh  we  hear  so  nmeb,  is  no  stronger 
fhan  that  against  sex.  It  is  produced  by  the  same  cause,  and  manilssted 
very  much  in  the  same  way.  The  negroes  skin  and  the  woman's  sex  are 
both  prima  fade  evidence  that  they  were  intended  to  be  in  subjection  to 
the  white  Saxon  man.  The  few  social  privileges  which  the  man  gives 
the  woman,  he  makes  np  to  the  negro  in  dTil  lii^ts.  The  woman  may 
sit  at  the  same  table  and  eat  with  the  white  man;  the  free  negro  may 
'  hold  property  and  vote.  The  woman  may  sit  in  the  same  pew  with  the 
white  man  in  church;  the  free  ne^ro  may  enter  the  pulpit  and  preach. 
2sow,  with  the  black  man'u  rif^ht  to  suffrnge,  the  right  unquestioned,  even 
by  Paul,  to  minister  at  the  altar,  it  is  evident  that  the  prejudice  against 
eez  is  more  deeply  rooted  and  more  mueasonably  maintained  than  that 
agi^nst  color.  As  cltiscns  of  a  repabUc»  wfaleh  should  we  most  highly 
prize,  social  privileges  or  civil  rights  f  The  latter,  most  certainly. 

Tf)  those  who  do  not  feel  the  injustice  and  degradation  of  the  condi- 
tion, thtro  is  something  inexpressibly  comical  in  man's  "citizen  woman." 
It  reminds  me  of  those  monsters  I  used  to  see  in  the  old  world,  head 
and  shoulders  woman,  and  the  rest  of  the  body  sometimes  fish 
and  sometimes  beast.  I  used  to  think.  What  a  strange  conceit! 
but  now  I  see  how  perfectly  it  represents  man's  idea  I  Look  over 
all  his  laws  concerning  us,  and  you  will  see  just  enough  of  woman  to  tell 
of  her  existence;  all  the  rest  is  submerged,  or  made  to  crawl  upon  the 
earth.  Just  imagine  an  inhabitant  of  another  planet  entertaining  him- 
self some  pleasant  CTcnlng  in  searching  over  our  great  national  compact, 
our  Declaration  of  Independence,  our  Const itntions*  or  some  of  our  stat- 
ute-books; what  would  he  think  of  those  "women  and  negroes"  that 
must  be  so  fenced  in,  so  guarded  again.st  ?  Why,  he  would  certainly  sup- 
pose we  were  monsters,  like  those  fabulous  giants  or  Brobdignagians  of 
olden  times,  so  dangerous  to  ciTilised  man,  from  our  aiie,  ferocity,  and 
power.  Then  let  him  take  up  our  poets,  Arom  Pope  down  to  Dana;  let  him 
listen  to  our  Fourth  of  July  toasts,  and  some  of  the  sentimental  adulations 
of  social  life,  and  no  logic  could  convince  him  that  this  creature  of  the 
law,  and  this  an^'cl  of  the  family  altar,  could  be  one  and  the  same  being. 
Man  is  in  suuk  a  labyrinth  of  contradictions  with  his  marital  and  prop- 
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arty  rights ;  he  is  to  befbgged  cn  fhe  whole  queetioii  of  maideiw,  wWes,  eod 

mothers,  that  from  pare  beneyolence  we  should  relieve  him  from  this  trouble- 
some branch  of  letrislation.  We  should  vote,  and  make  laws  for  ourselves. 
Do  not  be  alarmed,  dear  ladies!  You  need  spend  no  time  reading  Grotiu&, 
Coke,  Puffendorf,  Blackstmie,  Bentbam,  Kent,  and  Story  to  find  out  what  you 
need*  We  may  wMy  traet  the  shrewd  selfishness  of  Uie  white  man,  and  con- 
sent to  Uts  nnder  the  same  broad  code  where  he  has  so  comfortably  ensconced 
himself.  Any  legishition  that  will  do  for  man,  we  may  abide  by  most  checr- 
ftilly  

But,  say  you,  we  would  not  haye  woman  exposed  to  the  groe>ne£8  and 
Tulgari^  of  public  lift,  or  enooanler  w^  die  most  at  the  poUe.  When  yon 
taUc,  gentlemen,  of  sheltering  woman  from  flie  rough  winds  and  revolting 

scenes  of  real  life,  yon  most  be  dtiier  talking  Tor  effect,  or  wholly  ignorant  of 
what  the  fact5  of  life  are.  The  man,  wlmtever  ho  is.  i-  known  to  the  woman. 
She  is  the  companion,  not  only  of  the  acctMnplished  statesman,  the  orator,  and 
the  scholar ;  but  the  vile,  Tulgar,  brutal  man  has  his  mother,  his  wife,  his  sister, 
his  daughter.  Tes,  delicate,  refined,  edocated  women  are  in  daily  Hfe  with  the 
drankard,  tiie  gambler,  the  lioentioiis  man,  the  rogtie,  and  the  vilkin ;  and  if 
man  shows  out  what  he  is  anywhere,  it  is  at  his  own  hearthstone.  There  are 
over  forty  thousand  drunkards  in  this  State.  AI!  thrse  are  }>onnd  by  the  ties 
of  family  to  some  woivian.  Allow  luit  a  mother  and  a  wii'e  to  each,  and  you 
have  over  eighty  thousand  women.  All  these  have  seen  their  fathers,  brothers, 
husbands,  soos,  in  the  lowest  and  most  debased  stages  of  obscenity  and 
degradation.  In  your  own  circle  of  friends,  do  yon  not  know  refined  wooieo, 
whose  whole  lives  are  darkened  and  saddened  by  gross  and  brutal  associations  f 
Now,  trentlemen,  do  you  talk  to  woman  of  a  rude  jest  or  jostle  at  the  poll<i, 
where  noble,  virtuous  men  stand  ready  to  protect  her  person  and  her  righiii, 
when,  alone  in  the  darkness  and  solitude  and  gloom  of  night,  she  has 
trembled  on  her  own  threehotd.  awaiting  the  return  of  a  husbnid  ikom  hia 
midnight  revels  ? — when,  stepping  from  het  chamber,  she  has  beheld  her  royal 
monarch,  her  lord  and  master — her  legjil  representative — the  protector  of  her 
property,  her  liome,  her  children,  and  her  per^ioo,  down  on  his  hands  and  knees 
slowly  crawling  up  the  stairs  ?  Heboid  him  in  her  chamber — in  her  bed !  The 
ihiiy  tale  of  ^Beauty  and  the  Beast is  far  too  oftoi  realized  in  life.  QenUe- 
men,  such  scenes  ss  womsn  liss  witneesed  at  bar  own  fireside,  where  no  eye 
save  Omnipotence  could  pity,  no  strong  arm  could  help,  can  never  be  realized 
at  the  p«ills,  never  equaled  elsewhere,  this  siile  the  liottomle.ss  pit.  Xo, 
woman  lias  not  hitherto  lived  in  the  cloiid^,  surrounded  by  an  atmosphere  of 
purity  and  peace — but  she  has  been  tlie  compuuion  of  man  in  health,  in  sick- 
ness, snd  in  death,  in  his  highest  and  in  hfo  lowest  moments.  She  fass  wofw 
shiped  him  as  a  saint  and  an  orator,  and  pitied  him  as  madman  or  a  fi»l.  In 
Fandiae,  man  and  woman  were  placed  together,  and  so  they  must  ever  be. 
They  must  sink  or  ri'^e  to'_rcther.  If  man  is  low  and  wretched  and  vile,  woman 
can  not  escape  the  contagion,  and  any  atmosphere  that  is  unfit  for  woman  to 
breathe  is  not  fit  for  man.  Verily,  the  sii^s  of  the  lathers  shall  be  visited  up^n 
the  children  to  the  third  snd  iborth  generation.  Yoti,  by  your  unwise  I^s- 
lation,  have  crippled  snd  dwsrfed  womanhood,  by  closing  to  her  all  honorable 
and  Tncrative  means  of  employment,  have  driven  her  into  the  garrete  and  dens 
of  our  cities,  where  she  now  revenges  herself  on  your  innocent  sons,  sailing 
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the  very  foundations  of  national  virtue  and  strength.  Alas  I  for  tlip  young  men 
just  coniinp  on  the  stage  of  action,  who  soon  shall  fill  your  vacant  places — our 
Aiturc  Senators,  our  Presidents,  the  expounders  of  our  constitutiunal  law  !  Tef" 
riblc  are  the  penaltiw  we  are  now  taflbring  fi«  ttie  ages  of  ii^tioe  done  to 
woinm. 

Again,  it  is  said  tbat  tbe  minority  of  women  do  not  ask  for  any  change  in  tbe 
la^vs ;  that  it  is  time  enough  to  give  them  the  elective  franchiae  when  they,  aa  a 

class,  demand  it. 

Wise  statesmen  l^slate  for  tbe  best  interests  of  the  nation;  the  State,  for  the 
highest  good  ita  dtiiena ;  the  Cbriatian,  for  the  ooovenion  of  the  world. 
Where  would  have  been  onr  railroads,  our  telegraphs,  our  ocean  ateancn,  our 
csnala  aad  harbors,  our  arts  and  sciences,  if  government  had  witiiheld  the 

means  from  the  far-«eeing  minority  ?  This  State  established  our  present 
system  of  common  schools,  fully  believing  that  educated  men  and  women  would 
make  better  citizens  than  ignorant  ones.  In  making  this  provision  for  the 
education  of  ita  children,  had  they  waited  for  a  majority  of  the  vrehlna  of  thla 
State  to  petltieo  Ibr  acfaoola,  how  many,  think  yoo,  woidd  have  aaked  to  be 
transplanted  from  tbe  street  to  tbe  school-house  ?  Does  the  State  wait  for  the 
criminal  to  ask  for  his  prison-house?  the  insane,  the  idiot,  the  deaf  and  dumb 
for  his  asylum?  Does  the  Christian,  in  his  love  to  ail  mankind,  wait  for  the 
majority  of  tbe  benighted  heathen  to  ask  him  for  the  guepeU  No;  unasked 
and  nnwdcomed,  he  croeaea  the  traekkaa  ocean,  rolla  off  the  momtain  of 
anperetitieo  that  oppressea  the  human  mind,  proclaims  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  the  dignity  of  manhood,  the  right  of  all  to  be  free  and  happy. 

No.  gentlemen,  if  there  is  but  one  wonian  in  this  State  who  feels  the  injustice 
of  her  position,  she  should  not  be  denied  her  inalienable  rights,  because  tbe 
common  household  drudge  and  the  aiUy  butterfly  of  Ihshion  are  ignorant  of  all 
kwa,  both  hnman  and  Divine.  Becaine  thcj  know  nothing  of  goremmenta,  or 
rights,  and  therefore  usk  nothing,  ahall  my  petitions  be  unheard  ?  I  stand 
before  you  the  rightful  representative  of  woman,  claiming  a  share  in  the  hal<»  of 
glory  that  has  gathered  round  her  in  the  ages,  and  by  the  wisdom  of  her  past 
words  and  works,  her  peerless  heroism  and  self-sacrifice,  I  cballeoge  your 
admiration ;  and,  moreover,  ckiming,  as  I  do,  a  share  in  att  her  ontngea  and 
auftringa,  in  the  cruel  injuatioe,  emitempt,  and  ridicule  now  heaped  upon  her, 
in  her  deep  degradation,  hopeless  wretchedness,  by  all  that  is  helpleaa  in  her 
present  condition,  that  is  false  in  l:iw  and  public  sentiment,  I  nrge  your  gener- 
ous consideration;  for  uh  my  heart  swells  with  pride  to  Ix  liold  woman  in  the 
highest  walks  of  titeruture  and  art,  it  grows  big  enough  to  take  in  those  who 
are  bleeding  in  tbe  dust 

Now  do  not  think,  gentlemen,  we  wiah  yon  to  do  a  great  many  trouhlesome 
things  for  us.  We  do  not  ask  our  l^slators  to  qpend  a  whole  aeawon  in  fixing 
up  a  code  of  law.«  to  sati'^'y  a  class  of  most  unreasonable  women.  We  ask  no 
more  than  the  po^jr  devils  in  the  Scripture  asked,  "Let  us  alone."  In  mercy, 
let  us  take  care  of  ourselves,  our  property,  our  children,  and  our  homes.  True, 
we  are  not  so  strong,  ao  wiae,  ao  cratty  as  you  are,  but  if  any  kind  ftiend  leavea 
us  a  little  money,  or  wc  cm  by  great  industry  earn  fifty  centa  a  day,  we  would 
ratli'  r  buy  bread  and  clothes  for  our  children  than  cigars  and  champagne  for 
our  legal  protectors.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  written  and  said  about 
protection.    We,  as  a  class,  are  Ured  of  one  kind  of  protection,  that  which 
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leaves  us  eyer3rthing  to  do,  to  dare,  and  to  suffer,  and  ttript  us  of  all  means  for 
its  accoinplishmiMit  We  would  not  tax  man  to  take  care  of  us.  No,  the  Great 
Father  bas  endowed  all  his  creatures  witb  the  necessary  powen?  for  self-supjX)rt, 
aelf-defeose,  and  protection.  We  do  not  ask  man  to  repre^ient  us ;  it  in  l.urd 
enoogh  in  times  like  these  for  man  to  carry  badcbme  enough  to  repreacat 
himself.  Su  loQg  as  the  maas  of  men  spend  moat  of  their  tame  on  the  fence,  not 
knowing  which  way  to  jump,  they  are  surely  in  no  condition  to  tell  us  where 
we  had  better  stand.  In  pity  for  man,  we  wouM  no  longer  hansr  like  a  mill- 
stone round  his  neck.  Undo  what  man  did  lor  us  in  the  dark  ages,  and  strike 
out  all  qpcdal  legiihitioB  fbr  na;  strike  tha  worda  ^  white  male  from  all  your 
eonstitotioiia,  and  than,  with  ftir  ssiling,  let  os  sink  or  swim,  live  or  die, 
swrive  or  periih  together. 

At  Athens,  an  ancient  apologue  tells  us,  on  the  completion  of  the  temple 
of  .Minerva,  a  Htatue  of  the  goddess  was  wanteJ  to  occupy  the  crowning 
point  of  the  edifice.  Two  of  the  greatest  artists  produced  what  each 
deesMd  his  maater|»iaoe.  One  of  tiieaa  flgirea  waa  the  aiia  oT  ad* 
mirably  deaigBad,  ezquiiitely  ifadahed,  aoftty  nninded,  and  beantifnlly  r»- 
fined.  The  other  waa  of  Amaaonian  atatorei  and  ao  boldly  chiselled  that  it 
looked  more  like  ma«ionry  than  sculpture.  The  eyes  of  all  were  attracted  by 
the  tirst,  and  turnetl  away  in  contempt  from  the  second.  Thi.t,  therefore,  was 
adopted,  and  the  other  rcjuctA-d,  almost  witb  resentment,  as  though  an  insult 
had  been  oiRNred  to  a  dlsceming  public  The  ikvond  atatna  was  aooordingly 
b<Mne  in  triumph  to  the  phuM  for  which  it  waa  dsslgnsd,  in  the  preeanoe  of 
appfanding  thowands,  but  as  it  receded  from  th^  iqittumed  eyes,  all,  all  at 
once  agaze  up(m  it,  the  thunder?  of  applause  unaccountably  died  away — a 
gpentrul  niisizi vint,'  ran  throufih  every  bosom — the  mob  themselves  stoud  like 
statuea,  as  silent  and  as  petritiud,  for  as  it  slowly  went  up,  and  up  iue  soft 
equeaiion  of  tboae  chiaellad  ftatw^  the  ddicate  oorrea  and  oatUava  of  tha 
Umfaa  and  flgora,  beoama  gndoally  JUnter  and  fainter,  and  when  at  laat  it 
reached  the  place  for  which  it  was  intended,  it  was  a  sbitpcleas  ball,  enveloped 
in  mist.  Of  course,  the  idol  of  tlu*  hour  was  now  clamored  down  as  rationally 
as  it  had  been  cried  up,  and  \U  dishonored  rival,  witb  no  good  will  and  no 
good  looks  on  the  part  of  the  chagrined  populace,  was  reared  io  its  stead.  Aa 
it  ascended,  the  sharp  anj^es  Ihded  away,  the  rough  points  became  amooth.  the 
featnres  fiiU  of  expreaeion,  the  whole  figure  radiant  with  mi^eaty  and  beauty. 
The  rude  hewn  mass,  that  before  had  scarcely  appeared  to  bear  even  the  human 
form,  assumed  at  once  the  divinity  whi(  h  it  represented,  being  so  pcrfi«tly  pro- 
portioned to  the  dimensions  of  the  building,  and  to  the  elevation  on  which  it 
stood,  that  it  seemed  as  though  PsUss  harsslf  had  alighted  npon  tha  pinnada  of 
tha  temple  in  person,  to  reoeiva  the  homage  of  her  worshippers. 

The  woman  of  the  nineteenth  century  is  the  shapeless  bull  in  the  lofty 
position  which  she  was  designe<l  fully  and  nobly  to  (111.  The  place  i-  not  too 
high,  too  large,  too  sacred  for  woman,  but  the  type  that  you  h:ive  ciiosen  is  far 
too  small  for  it.  The  woman  we  deolare  unto  yuu  is  the  rude,  misshapen,  uu- 
pdlahad  object  of  the  snoeeisflil  artfat  From  yoor  atand-poiut,  you  are  abaotbed 
with  the  deitetsahme.  The  tmaartlat  sees  tha  harmony  between  the  olifoet  and 
its  destination.  Man,  the  senlptor,  htis  carved  out  his  ideal,  and  applaud: ug 
thousand"?  welctmic  his  success.  He  has  made  a  woman  that  from  his  low 
Stand-point  looks  iisur  and  beautiful,  a  being  without  rights,  or  hopes,  or  fears 
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but  in  him— neitber  noble,  virtuous,  nor  independent.  Where  do  we  »ee,  in 
Chweb  or  Btate^  in  MliooMuNHe  or  «t  fh«  flnilde,  Ihe  moeh  tdkod-of  uoral 
power  of  .woman  \   Like  fliOM  Athoniini,  w«  lum  bowed  down  and  worshiped 

in  woman,  beauty,  grace,  the  exquisite  proportioDB,  the  aoft  and  bcautifullf 
rounded  outline,  her  delicacy,  refinement,  and  silent  helplessness — all  well  when 
she  is  viewed  simply  as  an  object  of  sight,  never  to  rise  one  foot  above  the  dust 
from  wbitA  she  sprung.  Bat  if  she  is  to  be  raised  up  to  adorn  a  temple,  or 
Tcpreeent  •  divinity— -ifihe  is  to  fiD  tbe  ntche  of  wUb  and  ooonteUor  to  trae  and 
noble  men,  if  she  is  to  be  tbe  mother,  the  edncator  of  a  race  of  heroM  or 
martyrs,  of  a  Napoleon,  or  a  Jesus — then  moattbo  type  of  womanbood  be  on  • 
larger  scale  than  that  yet  carved  by  man. 

In  vain  w^uld  the  rejected  artist  have  reasoned  with  the  Athenians  aa 
to  the  superiority  of  Ue  prodootloo;  nothing  abort  of  tbie  experiment 
tiiej  made  ooold  bnTo  aatiafled  them.  And  what  of  your  experimenti 
what  of  your  wives,  your  homes  7  Alas  I  for  the  follj  and  Tacsncy  that 
meet  you  there !  But  for  your  club-houses  and  newspapers,  what  would 
social  life  be  to  you  I  Where  are  your  beautiful  wunieu?  your  frail  ones, 
taught  to  lean  lovingly  and  confidingly  on  man?  Where  are  the  crowds 
of  educated  dependenta-^bere  tbe  long  Hne  of  pentfooera  on  man's  boanty  t 
Wliere  all  the  young  girls,  taught  to  believe  that  marriage  is  the  only  legitimate 
object  of  a  wnman^s  pursuit — they  wlio  st  ind  listlessly  on  life's  shores,  waitini^, 
year  after  year,  like  the  sick  man  at  the  pool  of  Bt'tlit'^dii,  for  some  one  to  come 
and  put  them  in  ?  These  are  they  who  by  their  iguuruncc  and  folly  cuise 
almoat  evtfy  Ifarealde  with  aome  human  specimen  of  deformity  or  irobedllty. 
These  are  they  who  ffil  tbe  gloomy  abodea  of  poverty  and  vice  in  our  vast  metmp- 
olis.  These  are  they  who  patrol  the  streets  of  our  cities,  to  give  our  sons  their 
first  lessons  in  infamy.  These  arc  they  who  fill  our  asyloms,  and  make  night 
hideous  with  their  cries  and  groans. 

The  women  who  are  called  masealinef  who  are  brave,  courageous,  self- 
reliant  and  independent,  are  they  who  in  the  fine  of  advene  wfaida  have  kept 
one  steady  course  upward  and  onward  in  tiie  paths  of  virtue  and  peace 
they  who  have  taken  their  gauge  of  womanhood  from  their  own  native 
strength  and  dignity — they  who  have  learned  for  themselves  the  will  uf  God 
concerning  them.  This  is  our  type  of  womanhood.  Will  you  help  us  raise 
it  op,  llwt  yon  too  may  see  ita  beantilhl  propordooa— tiiat  yon  may  behold 
the  outline  of  the  goddcM  wbo  la  yet  to  adorn  your  temple  of  FMedomt 
We  are  building  a  model  republic;  our  edifice  will  one  day  need  a  crowning 
glory.  Let  the  artists  be  wisely  chosen.  Let  them  begin  their  work.  Here 
is  a  temple  to  Liberty,  to  human  rights,  on  whose  portals  behold  the  glorious 
declaration,  All  men  are  ereated  equal**  The  son  baa  never  yet  abone  upon 
any  of  man^  creadooa  that  can  compare  with  thia.  Tbe  artiat  wbo  can  mold 
a  statue  worthy  to  crown  magnificence  like  this,  must  be  godlike  in  bia  con- 
ceptions, grand  in  big  comprehensions,  sublimely  beautiful  in  his  power  of 
execution.  Tbe  woman — tbe  crowning  glory  of  the  model  republic  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth — what  must  she  not  be  ?   (Loud  applause).*^ 


*I<rdia  Ifott,  In  wrftliigr  to  a  fMend,  ttys:  **I  have  hearfl  Imt one oplukm  about  the 

merits  of  the  address  and  the  manner  of  It«  delivery,  and  the  press  Is  very  comiiHtnenturv. 
It  was  better  that  one  like  Mra.  Stanton  should  speak  on  the  occasion  Uian  two,  unless 
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AN  ACT  CONCBKNINQ  THE  RIGHTS  AND  LIABILITIES  OF 

H17SBAin>  AND  WIFE. 

The  Act  of  1860*  was  offered  bv  Andrew  J.  Colviii  iu  the  Sen- 
ate  88  a  substitute  for  a  bill  from  the  Aasembiy,  which  was  simply  an 
amendment  of  the  law  of  1848.  Senatoia  Hammond,  lUmsoj,  and 
Colvin  oonstitnted  the  Jndiciarj  Committee,  to  whom  the  Inll  was  re- 
ferred. Mr.  Oolvin  objected  to  it  for  want  of  breadth  in  giving  to 
married  women  the  rigbte  to  which  he  thought  them  entitled,  and 
urged  that  a  moch  more  liberal  measare  was  demanded  by  the 

the  other  might  bare  been  Weodeli  Phillips.  Mr.  Mayo  expressed  blnueU  tborooxhly  satis- 
fled  ;  the  whole  effhek  wm  grtnd.  Bm  old  l^tther  Woolworth  stood  the  whole  ttme,  and 

ven-  oftt;n  he  would  nod  assent  at  certain  points.  Tlie  House  wa--*  packeil,  but  so  still 
that  uot  uuo  word  was  lost.  It  was  worth  as  much  to  oar  cause  as  our  whole  Convea- 
ttoo,  though  we  oould  not  have  spared  cither." 

•AN  ACT 

COMCSRKUfO  THJC  BI0HT8  AVn  LUBILITIXS  OF  HIWBAVD  AMD  WITS. 

FkMedMwebV^UBOL 

SwmoK  1.  The  property,  both  real  and  personal,  which  any  married  woman  now  mnw, 
as  her  sole  and  80pan\f«'  property;  that  which  com<w  to  her  by  deBoent,  devise,  bequest, 
gift,  or  grant ;  that  which  she  acqulrus  by  her  trade,  basloess,  labor,  or  services,  carried 
OD  or  performed  on  her  sole  or  sepMtte  Moowit;  tliat  wliidi  %  wodmb  married  ta  this 
Sliitc  owns  at  the  time  of  her  mnrrlagt?,  and  the  rmtB.  Is«uc8,  and  proi'i-ods  of  all  =ni  h 
property,  shall  notwIthAtaDding  her  marriage,  be  and  remain  her  sole  and  separate  prop- 
erty, and  may  be  used,  eotteeted,  and  InTeeted  by  her  In  her  own  name,  and  ehall  not  tw 
subject  to  the  interference  or  control  of  her  husband,  or  liabb'  for  \\\'.  dobta,  except  such 
debts  08  may  bare  been  contmcted  for  the  support  of  beiaelf  or  her  children,  by  her  as  his 
agent 

ft.  A  manled  woman  may  bargain,  sell,  assign,  and  transfer  her  separate  personal 
property,  and  carry  on  any  tnide  or  buslnejis,  and  perform  any  labor  or  ttervices  on  her 
sole  and  separate  accouut,  and  tlie  earnings  of  any  married  woman  from  her  trade,  busi- 
ness, Ubor,  or  aerrioea  ahall  be  her  aole  and  aepwato  property,  and  may  he  used  or  ln« 
vested  by  her  In  her  own  name. 

S  .S.  Any  married  woman  possessed  of  real  estate  as  her  separate  property  may  bargain, 
sell,  and  eoiivey  snch  proper^',  and  enter  Into  any  oontnel  in  raCwanDo  to  the  aamo ; 
t>ut  no  such  conveyance  or  contract  shall  he  Tnlld  wUhont  tho  aSMnt,  hi  Wifling,  of  her 
hnsband,  except  as  hereinafter  provided. 

1 4.  In  case  any  married  woman  possessed  of  separate  real  property,  as  sforesald,  may 
desire  to  sell  or  convey  the  same,  or  to  make  any  contract  in  relation  thereto,  and  »)ia]l 
be  unable  to  procure  the  assent  of  her  husband  as  in  the  preccdlnfr  section  provided.  In 
consequence  of  his  refusal,  absence,  insanity,  or  other  disability,  such  married  woman 
may  apply  to  the  Oomty  Ooort  in  flM  eonnty  where  she  ahall  at  the  time  reside,  for  leave 
to  make  such  sale,  conveyance,  or  contract,  without  the  assent  of  her  husband. 

i  5.  Such  application  may  be  made  by  petition,  veriHed  by  her,  and  setting  forth  the 
gronnda  of  aneh  application.  If  the  hnab«nd  bo  n  resident  of  the  eounty  and  not  under 
dinaViillty  from  Insanity  or  other  cause,  a  copy  of  said  petition  shall  be  served  upon  hlra, 
with  a  notice  of  the  time  when  the  same  will  b«  presented  to  the  said  court,  at  least  ten 
di^  before  audi  applieatton.  In  all  other  eaaea,  the  Oonnly  Ooort  to  whldi  mdi  appll« 
cation  shall  be  made,  shall,  in  iU  discretion,  determlDO  whtUier  any  notlee  ahall  he  given, 
and  If  any,  the  mode  and  manner  of  giving  it. 

1 0b  If  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  to  such  court,  upon  application,  that  the  huaband 
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spirit  of  the  times.  In  one  of  Miss  Anthony's  interviews  with 
Mr.  Colvin,  she  handed  liini  a  very  radical  bill  just  introduced 
in  the  Massaclmsetts  Legis^lature,  wliicli  after  due  exaini nation 
and  the  addition  of  two  or  three  more  liberal  clau.ses,  was  accepted 
by  the  Coiuuiittt'e,  rejmrted  to  the  kSenate  by  Mr.  CJolvin,  and 
adopted  by  that  body  February  28,  18^)0.*  Tlie  bill  was  con- 
curred in  by  tlie  Assembly,  and  signed  by  the  Govenior,  Edwin  D. 
Morpm.  It  is  quite  ronmrkable  that  the  bill  in  its  transit  did  not 
receive  a  single  alteration,  nuxlilication,  or  amendment  from  the 
time  it  left  Mr.  Colvin's  hands  until  it  took  its  place  on  the  statute- 
book.  The  women  of  the  State  who  labored  so  persistently  for  this 
measure,  felt  that  the  victory  at  last  was  due  in  no  small  degree  to 
the  deep  interest  and  patient  skill  of  Ajidrow  J.  CoMii.  Hon. 
Anson  Bingham,  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Oommittee,  who  did 
good  service  in  the  Assembly  at  this  time,  shoold  be  gratefully 

of  doch  applicant  bM  vOlfiilly  abandoned  hto  laid  wife,  and  Uvea  aeparate  and  apart  from 

her,  or  thst  he  is  iiieane,  or  ImprifiontH!  hs  a  convict  in  any  «tat«  prison,  or  that  he  1b  an 
habitual  drunkard,  or  that  he  is  in  any  way  disabled  from  making  a  contract,  or  that  be 
refnaea  to  glTS  bia  eonscnt  wttbont  good  cause  therefor,  then  aneh  ooart  ahall  eaiiM  an 
order  to  be  entered  upon  ita  records,  authorizing  such  married  woman  to  sell  nnd  convey 
her  real  eatate,  or  contract  In  regard  thereto  without  the  aasent  of  her  hasband,  with  tbo 
same  efleet  m  though  sadi  eooTaiyuee  or  eontraet  had  b«en  made  wMh  Ua  tMeiit. 

%  7.  Any  married  woman  may,  while  married,  sue  and  be  sued  In  all  matters  having  ra> 
lation  to  her  property,  which  may  be  her  sole  and  separate  property,  or  which  may  here- 
after come  to  her  by  deacent,  devise,  bequest,  or  the  gift  of  any  person  except  her  bus- 
hand.  In  the  same  manner  If  the  were  sole.  And  any  manled  iraiaaa  may  hiittg  and 
roaliit.iin  an  notion  In  her  OWB  oeoie,  for  damages  agnlnat  any  person  or  body  corporate, 
for  any  injury  to  her  person  ordianctcr,  the  same  as  if  she  were  sole ;  and  the  mont^ 
received  mpoa  the  aettlement  of  any  aodi  eetion,  or  weovewd  upon  %  Jndgment,  ahall  he 
her  sole  and  i»eparate  property. 

1 8.  Mo  burgain  or  coutruct  made  by  any  married  woman,  in  respect  to  her  aole  and 
separate  property,  or  any  propeKy  wldeh  may  heretfler  come  to  her  hy  deaeent,  derlae, 
bequest,  or  gift  of  any  person  except  her  huaband,  and  no  bargain  or  contract  entered 
into  by  any  married  woman  in  or  about  the  carrylutr  on  of  any  trade  or  biisitieSH  under 
the  statutes  of  this  State,  shall  be  biodiog  upon  her  huabund,  or  rundcr  him  ur  his  prop- 
erty In  any  way  liable  therefor. 

{  9.  Ever}-  married  woman  is  hereby  constitntcd  and  declared  to  be  the  Joint  pruardian 
of  her  children,  with  her  husband,  with  equal  powers,  rights,  aud  duties  in  regard  to 
them,  with  the  hnahand. 

§  10.  At  the  decease  of  husband  or  wife,  leaving  no  miuor  cUId  or  children,  tlie  survivor 
ahall  hold,  poaaeaa,  and  ei\)oy  a  life  estate  in  ono-tUird  of  all  the  real  estate  of  which  the 
hnahand  or  wife  died  eelsed. 

1 11.  At  the  decease  of  tte  hllflMod  or  wife  intestate,  leaving  minor  child  or  children, 
the  siirvi\  or  fihall  hold,  possess,  and  ei^oy  all  the  real  estate  of  which  the  husband  or 
witc  died  beized,  and  all  the  rents,  isaoes,  and  profits  thereof  during  the  minority  of  the 
yoongest  dilld,  and  one-third  thereof  diuring  Us  or  her  natural  llf6. 

*  On  the  flnal  paaaefte  of  tiie  binthefidlowliis8raaton,8a  2te  Jbiirmrfahowa,  voted  In 

favor  of  the  measure,  viz:  Senator?  Ahcll,  Bcli,  Cul\4n,  Ck»nally,  Flero,  Guss,  Ulllhouse, 
Kelly,  Lapbam,  Sessions,  Mauicrre,  MouUcouicry,  Monroe,  F.  P.  Mnrphy,  Truman,  Froa 
■er,  Ramaey,  Bohertaon,  Botch,  Warner,  WUlhime— 81. 
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rememl)ered  by  the  women  of  'New  York.  Mr.  Bingham  acted 
in  concert  with  Mr.  Colvin,  both  earnestly  putting  their  shoul- 
ders to  the  wheel,  one  in  the  Assembly  and  one  in  the  Senate,  and 
with  the  women  pulling'  all  the  wires  they  could  outside,  together 
they  pushed  the  grand  measure  through. 

Judge  Bingham  t;er\  ed  our  cause  also  by  articles  on  all  phases  of 
the  question  over  the  signature  of  "  Senex,"  publif^hed  in  many 
journalB  throughout  the  State.  And  this,  too,  at  an  early  day, 
when  every  word  in  favor  of  woman's  rights  was  of  immense  value 
in  breaking  down  the  prejudice  of  the  ages. 

In  addition  to  this,  another  act  of  great  benefit  to  a  large  number 
of  housekeepers,  called  the  "  Boarding  House  Law,''  was  secured  by 
the  same  members.  Miss  Emily  Howland,  Mrs.  Margaret  Murray, 
"iSn,  Hanmog,  and  Mrs.  Griffith  Satterlee  spent  some  weeks  in 
Albany  using  their  inflnenoe  in  favor  of  this  measure. 

In  February,  1860,  Emily  Howland  arranged  a  course  of  leetures  on 
Woman's  Kights,  to  be  given  in  Cooper  Institute,  New  York.  Heniy 
Ward  Beeeher  delivered  his  first  lecliire  on  the  question  in  this  eoime, 
receiving  his  fte  of  $100  in  advance,  as  it  was  said  he  considered  no 
engagement  of  that  sort  imperative  witboat  previous  payment. 
Mr.  Beeefaer's  speech  was  pobliehed  in  fhl)  in  Ths  New  York 
Indepmdmii^  of  which  he  was  then  editoivin-chief.  The  State 
Committee  pnrebased  a  large  number,  which  Lydia  Mott,  of  Albany, 
laid  on  the  desk  of  every  member  of  both  Houses.  At  the  time  we 
felt  the  speech  worth  to  our  cause  all  it  cost. 

TENTH  NATIONAL  WOMAN'S  RIGHTS  CONVENTION: 

ooopXB  nrsTnuTB,  nxw  tobk,  hat  10-11,  1860. 

A  large  audience  assembled  in  Cooper  Institute  at  10|  o^cloek, 
Thursday  morning.  Susan  B.  Anthony  called  the  Convention  to 
order,  and  submitted  a  list  of  officers,*  nominated  at  a  preliminaiy 
meeting,  which  was  adopted  without  dissent. 

The  Pkesidelit,  Martha  C.  Wright,  of  Anbum,  on  taking  the 
Chair,  addressed  the  Convention  as  follows : 


•  Prrsidmt. — Martha  Wria;^ht,  of  Auburu,  New  York. 

Vice-l*retidetU*.—A\ihy  Hopper  Gil»bon»,  of  New  York  j  Asa  Falrbauks,  of  Rhode  Ifllaod  j 
ReT.  AntoiiMlle  Brown  Bbtdnrdl,  Of  M«wJ<nef;  ThoowtGamtt,  of  Ddiiiram;  Won- 
dcll  Phillips,  of  MasMchiuett^  :  Rnheit  PnrvU,  of  ItaurlTKnla;  J*  SUaboth  Jonco,  of 
Ohio ;  GU«»  B.  Stebbiiw,  of  Micbi^ao. 

AerdoHai— Ellen  Wr%lit  aid  Mary  L.  Booth. 

Fbumce  Commi/tor.— Susan  B.  Anthony,  Lacy  N.  Colman,  and  Marietta  Richmond. 
Btuineu  ConunUtff. —Erue»t\ne  L.  Rose,  A.  L.  B.  BUckweU,  Wm.  Lloyd  OarriaoD,  & 
Lady  Staotoo,  Mary  Grew,  and  W«udcU  Pbillipa. 
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I  have  only  to  tliank  yon  for  tiie  honor  yon  h«ro  cooftmd  by  electing  me  to 
pmlde  over  «he  deKbentloiw  of  tliie  OonTeotlcii.  I  fheU  leave  It  to  others  to 
■peak  of  the  purposes  of  tiiie  grwt  movement  end  of  the  raooeeue  whidi  beve 

eireadj  been  achieved. 

There  are  those  in  onr  movement  who  ask,  **  What  ia  the  use  of  these  Con- 
ventioDs?  What  is  the  use  of  this  constant  iteration  of  thtf  etme  things?'* 
When  we  lee  whet  hae  been  already  aehieved,  we  leam  the  nee  of  thfe  **foolidi- 
neee  of  preeehing: "  and  after  ell  that  we  demand  has  been  granted,  as  it  will 
be  soon,  The  Neic  York  Obterver  wiW  piously  fold  it?  hands  and  roll  up  its  eyes, 
and  say,  "This  beneficent  movement  we  have  always  advocated,"  and  the 
pulpits  will  say  ^'  Amen  1  *'  (Laughter  and  applause).  Then  will  come  forward 
women  who  have  geined  eontege  fton  titeefforte  and  eacrilleee  of  othea,  and 
the  great  world  vdU  eay,  '*Beie  oome  the'woeeen  who  are  going  to  do  eome- 
thing,  and  not  talk." 

There  are  thf>5e.  too,  who  find  fault  with  the  freedom  of  our  platform,  who 
stand  aloof  and  criticise,  fearful  of  being  inv«tlved  in  something  that  they  can 
not  fully  endorse.  Forgetting  that,  as  Macaulay  says,  Liberty  alone  can  cure 
the  evile  of  Mhatf,**  tb^  feer  to  trust  on  the  fiilatfonn  all  who  have  a  word  to 
say.  Bot  we  have  invited  all  to  come  forward  and  speak,  and  not  to  stend 
aside  and  afterward  criticise  what  has  been  said.  We  trnst  that  thoee  present 
\vh<*  have  an  opinion,  who  have  a  word  to  say,  whether  tlicy  have  ever  spoken 
belbre  or  not,  will  speak  now.  If  they  disapprove  of  our  resolutions,  if  they 
disapprove  of  anything  that  ia  seld  on  this  platform,  let  them  oppose  if  fhey 
can  not  unite  with  as.  (Applaoee.) 

Susan  B.  Anthony  was  then  introduced,  and  read  the  fellowiDg 
report: 

For  ow  eneouregement  in  laboring  for  the  elevalioQ  of  woman,  It  ia  well  ever 
and  anon  to  review  the  advancing  stepe.  Each  year  we  heil  with  pleeeore  new 
aooeesiona  to  oar  ftift.   Strong  words  of  cheer  have  come  to  us  on  every 

breeze.  Brave  men  and  tnifi,  from  the  hic^her  walks  of  literature  an<l  art,  from 
the  l>ur.  tlic  liciich,  tlie  pulpit,  and  legislative  lialls,  are  ready  now  to  help 
woman  wherever  she  claims  to  stand.  The  Press,  too,  has  changed  its  tone. 
Insteed  of  fidioule,  we  now  have  grave  debate^  And  etiU  more  enbetantial 
praiioe  of  gold  end  silver  have  come  to  us.  A  gift  of  $5,000  ftom  unknown 
hands;  a  rich  legacy  from  the  coffers  of  a  Boston  merchant  prince — the  late 
Charles  F.  Hovey ;  and,  hnt  a  few  days  ago,  i^OO.OOO  from  3Ir.  Vassar,  of 
Poughkeepsie,  to  found  a  college  for  girls,  equal  in  all  respects  to  Yale  and 
Harvard, 

We  had  in  New  York  a  legislative  eot  peeeed  at  the  leet  eeielon,  eecuring  to 
married  women  their  rights  to  their  earnings  and  their  children.   Other  Statee 

have  taken  onward  step?.  And,  from  what  is  being  done  on  all  sides,  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that,  as  the  Northern  States  shall  one  by  one  remodel  their 
Constitutions,  the  right  of  suffrage  will  be  granted  to  women.  Six  years  hence 
Kew  York  propoeee  to  revise  h«r  Conetittttion.  These  should  be  years  of  effint 
with  all  those  who  believe  that  it  ie  tiie  right  end  the  duly  of  every  dtiien  of  a 
State  to  have  a  voice  in  the  laws  that  govern  them. 

Woman  is  being  so  educated  that  she  will  feel  herself  capable  of  assuming 
grave  respousibilities  as  lawgiver  and  administrator.    She  is  crowding  into 
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higher  ftTocatioiis  and  new  brtnebee  of  indaatty.  She  already  oeeupies  the 

highest  places  in  literature  and  art.  The  more  liberal  lyceutns  are  open  to  her, 
and  she  is  herself  the  Hubject  of  tlic  mo?t  popular  lectures  now  before  the  pablic. 
The  young  wonic-u  ot  our  academies  and  liigh  sch(X)ls  are  asserting  their  right 
to  the  dLgcipKne  of  declamalioD  aod  diaeoaaiott,  and  the  departments  of  adence 
and  nwthenwtidB.  Pewholdnri,  of  the  moat  orthodox  aecta,  are  taking  their 
right  to  a  Toioe  in  tlie  gOTorament  of  the  church,  and  in  the  hea  of  priests,  cry- 
ing **  let  yo'ir  women  keep  silence  in  the  chun^hea,''  yes,  at  the  very  homs  of 
the  altar,  calmly,  deliberately,  and  persi.-tt'utly  castinj;  their  votes  in  the  choice 
of  cliurch  officers  and  pastors. *  Mass-meetings  to  sympathize  with  the 
^^strikera"  of  Uaaaaohnaetts  are  being  called  in  tbia  metropolia  by  women. 
Women  are  ordained  n^nistera,  and  Ueenaed  phyaidans.  BHsabeth  Blaekweil 
has  founded  a  hospital  in  this  city,  where  she  proposes  a  thorough  medical 
education,  both  theoretical  and  practi  al.  for  younf;  wnmen.  And  this  Institute 
in  which  we  are  now  assembled,  with  its  school  of  design,  its  library  and  read- 
ing>room,  where  the  arts  and  acienoea  are  freely  taught  to  women*  and  tUa 
hall,  so  cheerAilly  granted  to  onr  Convention,  shows  the  magnanimity  of  ita 
ftonder,  Peter  Cooper.  All  these  are  the  reanita  of  our  tirenty  years  of  agita- 
tion. And  it  matters  not  to  u".  (hontrh  the  men  and  the  women  who  echo  liack 
our  thought  do  tail  to  recognize  the  source  of  ])ower,  and  while  they  rejoice  in 
each  onward  step  achieved  in  the  face  of  ridicule  and  persecution,  ostracise 
thoae  who  have  done  the  woik.  Who  of  onr  literary  women  haa  yet  Tentnind 
one  word  of  praise  or  recognition  of  the  heroic  enunciators  of  the  great  idea  of 
woman's  equality — of  Mary  Woolstonecraft,  Frances  Wri<,dit,  Ernestine  L.  Rose, 
Lucretia  Mott,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton?  It  matters  nnt  to  thoae  who  live  for 
the  race,  and  not  for  self  alone,  who  has  the  praise,  so  that  justice  be  done  to 
woman  in  Church,  In  Stated  and  at  the  fireside— an  equal  ererywbere  with 
man— they  win  not  complain,  though  even  Th»  Nm  ToHt  Obmntr  its^  does 
claim  to  have  done  for  them  the  work. 

During  the  past  pit  years  this  State  been  thoroughly  canvassed,  and 
every  county  that  has  been  visited  by  our  lecturers  and  tracts  has  rolled  up 

*  In  tlie  Bcotdi  PreabyterfaoCirareh  at  Johnstown,  N.  r.,1lierewas|(r«at«zd(ementat 

one  time  on  the  question  of  temperance,  the  pastor  bcln>;  a  very  active  friend  to  tliat  move- 
jncot.  Tbc  oppodtlon  were  determined  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  calleU  a  church  meeting; 
for  that,  purpose.  To  the  tarprlse  of  the  leading  men  of  the  congregation,  the  women 
oame  in  force,  armed  with  ballots,  to  defeat  their  proposed  measures.  When  the  time 
«ame  to  vote,  acconiine  to  uiranKemeDt,  my  mother  headed  the  line  marching  up  to  the 
dtar,  where  ^tood  the  deacon,  hal  in  hand,  to  receive  the  ballots.  As  soon  as  he  saw  the 
women  coming,  be  retreated  behind  the  nilliofr  in  the  altar,  cloelog  the  lltUe  door  after 
him,  whifh  the  women  dcllhcrat.  ly  oppiiod,  and  soon  filled  the  space,  eompletoly  sur- 

roundint;  i'ltftfrlor  of  eUrtum,  nutl,  whii  tMMT  wiiy  ho  tiimod,  the  baDott:  were  thrown 
liitu  llif  hilt  ;  and,  wlicn  all  had  vote<l,  rnv  ni  'iln  r  l  ut  lu  r  h  ind  into  the  hat  and  stirred 
th^'m  up  with  tiie  men's  voles,  so  tliat  it  would  l)c  iuipo.-isibk-  to  separate  them.  The 
nactor.  representing  the  interests  of  temperance,  had  a  laree  majority  for  hi^  r-  ti  iition. 
But  tlie  men  declared  the  election  void  because  of  the  ttleKHl  voting,  and,  barricadins^^  the 
woinni  out,  with  closed  doom,  voted  their  own  msasnres  the  next  day.  Rev.  Jeremiah 
"Wood  presided  on  the  occasion,  and  whilst  the  women  were  eonlendmg  for  their  rights 
«ndcr  the  venr  shadow  of  the  altar,  he  recited  various  Scrlptnnl  texto  on  woman's 
ephers^  to  whiieh  these  rebelltoas  ones  nsid  nut  the  slightest  attantlon.  One  dlgnltted 
Scotch  matron,  lookfnir  Mm  steedily  Id  the  liice,  indignant  at  the  behavior  of  the  men. 
paid  with  ?«ternnesi»  and  emphasis  :  I  prf>test  a!;ain<^t  »uch  high-handed  proceedings.** 
The  result  of  this  outltn-nli,  wan  a  decree  by  the  Judicature  of  tlie  Church,  "that the 
women  of  the  congregation  fhnnid  have  the  right  tO  mte  iD  all  hnsioeas  matter:^,'"  wlifrli 
they  have  most  Judiciously  done  ever  since.  £.  C.  S. 
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petitions  bj  the  hundreds  and  thousand",  asking  fat  woman's  right  to  vote  and 
hold  offiQe--1ier  right  to  her  pentoii,  her  wnges,  her  children,  and  her  home. 
Again  and  again  have  we  held  Conventions  at  the  capital,  and  addressed  our 
Legislaturr.  di  niaixlin!^  the  exercise  of  all  our  ricjhta  citizens  of  the  Ktiipire 
State.  DiiriiiLT  tlic  ])a?t  yt  iir.  wc  have  had  six  women  *  lecturing  in  New  York 
tor  several  months  each.  Conventions  have  been  held  in  forty  counties,  one  or 
more  lec tores  ddivvred  in  one  bnndrod  and  fifty  towns  and  villages,  our  peti' 
tions  drcalated.  and  our  tracts  and  docninflnts  sold  and  gratnitonsly  diatxibated 
throughout  the  entire  lengtli  and  breadth  of  the  State. 

A  State  Convention  was  held  at  Albany  early  in  February.  Lnrgc  numbers 
of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  listened  r^pectfuUy  and  attentively  to  the 
discussions  of  its  several  sessions,  and  expressed  themselves  converts  to  the 
elaims  for  woman.  The  bilb  fat  woman's  right  to  her  propertyi  her  earnings, 
and  the  gnardianship  of  her  children  pa-^^sed  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
with  scarce  a  dissenting  voice,  and  received  the  prompt  dgnature  of  the 
Governor. 

Our  Legislature  passed  ^et  uuuther  bill  that  brings  great  relief  to  u  iurge 
claas  of  women.  It  was  called  tim  Boaiding-Honse  BilL  It  provides  that  the 
keepers  of  private  boarding-houses  shall  have  the  right  of  lien  on  the  property 

of  boarders,  precisely  the  same  as  do  hotel-keepers.  We  closed  our  work  by  a 
joint  hearing  before  the  Committees  of  the  Judiciary  at  the  Capitol  on  the 
lUth  of  March.  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton  addressed  them.  The  Assembly 
Chamber  was  densely  packed,  and  she  was  listened  to  vritb  marked  attention 
«nd  respect  The  Jodidary  Committees  of  neither  Honae  reported  on  oar 
petition  for  the  right  of  suflfrage,  thoogb  the  Chairman,  with  a  large  nuaority 
of  the  House  Committee  and  a  majority  of  the  Senate  Committee,  favored  the 
claim.    The  Hon.  A.  J.  Colvin,  of  the  Senate  Committee,  in  a  letter  to  me,  says? 

"Tiio  subject  wad  presented  at  so  lato  a  day  as  to  preclude  action. 
Whllo  a  majority  of  flie  Etonate  Committee  I  think  weie  &vorab1e,  »  ma- 
Sority  of  tlie  House  Committoe,  so  iSar  as  I  eoald  learn,  were  opposed.  Ho 
many  progressive  measures  had  passed  both  Houses  that  I  felt  appre- 
hensive we  might  porhapw  be  running  too  great  a  risk  by  urging  this 
c^uestion  of  Jostioe  and  reform  at  this  session.  I  did  not  therefore  press 
it.  Shoold  I  remain  in  the  Senate,  I  may  take  oeearf<m  at  an  eariy  day 
In  the  next  seaskm  to  bring  np  the  rabjeot  and  present  my  Tiewa  at 
length.  The  more  reflection  I  give,  the  more  my  mind  becomes  con- 
vinced that  in  a  Republican  Government,  we  have  no  right  to  deny  to 
woman  the  privilogex  she  claims.  Besides,  the  moral  element  which 
tboiie  privileges  would  bring  into  existence  would,  in  my  judgment,  have 
a  powerfliil  inlluenoe  in  perpetnating  onr  form  of  government.  It  may  be 
deemed  best,  at  the  next  session,  to  urge  an  early  Constitutiona]  Con* 
vention.  Tn  cft.«e  one  should  be  called,  your  friends  should  bo  prepared 
to  meet  tlio  enierxeucy.  Is  the  public  mind  suffioitsntly  enlightened  to 
accept  a  constitution  recognizing  the  right  of  women  to  vote  and  hold 
oAee  f  Ton  should  consider  this." 

The  entire  expense  of  the  New  Toric  State  work  during  the  past  year  is 

*  Frances  D.  Gage,  Hannah  Tnu  v  f  nticr,  J .  EUnbeth  Jooes,  Antoinette  Brown  Blsck* 

well,  Lucy  N.  Culmau,  and  Susan  U.  Aiiihuny. 
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nearly  four  thousand  dollare.  The  present  year  we  propose  to  expend 
our  funds  and  efforts  mostly  in  Ohio,  to  ohtain,  if  possible,  for  the  women 
of  that  State,  the  liberal  laws  we  have  secured  for  ourselree.  Ohio,  too, 
is  flooa  to  levlae  herConstitiitlOD,  and  ira  tvnst  she  will  not  be  flur  behind 
New  York  in  recognising  the  ftill  eqniiUty  of  woman.  We  who  have 
grasped  the  idea  of  woman's  destiny,  her  power  and  influence,  the  trinity 
of  her  existence  as  woman,  wife,  and  mother,  can  most  earnestly  work  for 
her  elevation  to  that  high  position  that  it  is  the  will  of  God  she  should 
ever  fllL  Though  we  have  not  yet  realized  the  fdUneee  of  our  hopes,  let 
ne  test  in  the  belief  th«t  in  aU  these  yean  of  straggle,  no  enineet  thought, 
or  word,  or  prayer  has  been  breathed  in  vain.  The  inilnenoe  has  gone 
forth,  the  great  ocean  has  been  moved,  and  those  who  watch,  e'en  now 
niay  see  the  mighty  waves  of  truth  slowly  swelling  on  the  shores  of  time. 

"One  accent  of  the  Hnly  Ghos^t, 
A  heedleu  word  hath  aever  l<wt." 

Ernbstdtb  L.  Rose  bt  inp  introduced,  swd:  Prances  Wright  was  the 
first  woman  in  this  country  wlio  spoke  on  the  equality  of  the  sexes.  She 
had  indeed  a  hard  task  before  her.  The  elements  were  entirely  unpre- 
pared. She  had  to  break  up  the  time-hardened  soil  of  conservatism,  and 
her  lewaid  was  snre— the  same  reward  that  is  always  bestowed  upon 
those  who  are  in  the  vangoard  of  anj  great  movement.  She  was  snl^ 
jected  to  public  odium,  slander,  and  persecution.  But  these  were  not 
the  only  things  thnt  .she  received.  Oh,  she  had  her  reward  1 — that  reward 
of  which  no  enemies  could  deprive  her,  which  no  slanders  could  make  less 
precious — the  eternal  reward  of  knowing  that  she  had  done  her  duty; 
tiie  reward  springing  from  the  eonsidoosness  of  right,  of  endeavoring  to 
benefit  unborn  generations.  How  delightftil  to  see  the  molding  of  the 
minds  nround  you,  the  infusing  of  your  thoughts  and  aspirations  into 
others,  until  one  by  one  they  stand  by  your  side,  without  knowing  how 
they  came  there  !  That  reward  she  had.  It  has  been  her  glory,  it  is  the 
glory  of  her  memory ;  and  the  time  will  eome  when  society  wiU  have  ont- 
grown  its  old  prejudiees,  and  stepped  with  one  foot,  at  least,  npon  the 
elevated  platform  on  whioh  she  took  her  position.  But  owing  to  the 
fact  that  tlie  elements  were  unprepared,  she  naturally  coold  not  snooeed 
to  any  great  extent. 

After  her,  in  1837,  the  subject  of  woman's  rights  was  again  taken  hold 
of— aye»  taken  hold  of  by  woman;  and  iSb»  soil  having  been  already  some- 
what prepared,  she  bsgan  to  sow  the  seeds  for  the  fhtnro  growth,  the 
firuits  of  which  we  now  begin  to  enjoy.  Petitions  were  circulated  and 
sent  to  our  Legislature,  and  who  can  tell  the  hardships  that  then  niPt 
those  who  undertook  tiiat  great  work  !  I  went  from  bouse  to  house  with 
a  petition  for  signatures  simply  asking  our  I^egislature  to  allow  married 
women  to  hold  real  estate  in  their  own  name.  What  did  I  meet  with  t 
Why,  the  very  name  exposed  one  to  ridieole,  if  not  to  worse  treatment. 
The  women  said:  "We  have  rights  enough;  we  want  no  more'':  and  the 
mep,  as  a  matter  of  course,  echoed  it,  and  said:  "You  have  rights 
enough;  nay,  you  have  too  many  already."  (I-rfiughter).  But  by  perse- 
TMcanee  In  sending  petitions  to  the  Legislature,  and,  at  the  same  time. 
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enUl^teDing  fhe  pablte.mlnd  on  the'rabjeot,  «•  at  last  MixmipilBhed  o«ur 
parpose.  We  bad  to  adopt  the  method  which  physicians  sometimes  ma, 
when  they  are  called  to  a  patient  who  is  so  hopelessly  sick  that  ho  is  un- 
conscious of  his  pain  and  suffering.  We  had  to  describe  to  women  their 
own  position,  to  explain  to  them  the  burdens  that  rested  so  heavily  upon 
them,  and  through  theee  means,  at  a  ulioletome  inftaikt,  we  ronsed  pub* 
Uo  oirfnlon  on  the  aabjeot,  and  throni^  pablio  opinion,  wa  aetad  apoo 
the  Legislature,  and  in  1848-*40,  thaj  gaTe  ns  tha  great  boon  for  which  we 
asked,  by  enacting  that  a  woman  who  poPSPBsed  property  previous  to 
marriage,  or  obtained  it  after  marriage,  should  be  allowed  to  hold  it  in 
her  own  name.  Thus  far,  thus  good;  but  it  was  only  a  beginning,  and 
wa  want  on.  In  1818  wa  bad  tba  flnt  Woman's  Bights  ConTantion,  and 
tban  loaa  of  oar  papers  tboai^t  It  oidjr  a  vary  amaU  aflkbv  eallad  to- 
gether by  a  few  "strong-minded  woman,**  and  would  pass  away  like  a 
nine-days'  wonder  They  little  knew  woman  !  They  little  knew  that  U 
woman  taken  anything  earnestly  in  her  hands,  she  will  not  lay  it  aside 
uuaccompUshed.  (Applause;.  We  have  continued  our  Conventions  ever 
flinea.  A  lew  yean  ago,  when  wa  sent  a  petition  to  onr  Leglilatore,  wa 
obtained,  witik  but  very  little  effort,  npward  of  thirteen  thonaand  dgna- 
tares.  What  a  c<mtrast  between  this  number  and  the  five  i^ignatures  at- 
tached to  the  first  petition,  in  1837  I  Since  then,  we  might  have  had 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  signatures,  but  it  is  no  longer  necessary.  Pub- 
lic opinion  is  too  well  known  to  require  a  long  array  of  names. 

Wa  have  been  often  aaked,  **  What  Is  the  nsa  of  Oonyentlons  t  Why 
talk  t  Why  not  go  to  work  Just  as  if  the  thought  did  not  precede 
the  act !  Those  who  act  without  previously  thinking,  are  not  good  for 
iniK'h.  Thought  is  flrnt  required,  then  the  oiprossion  of  it,  and  that  leads 
to  action;  and  action  based  upon  thought  never  needs  to  be  reversed;  it 
is  lasting  and  profitable,  and  ptodoass  fha  dssirsd  ^ihet.  I  know  that 
there  are  many  who  take  advantage  of  this  movamant,  and  then  say: 
"Tou  are  doing  nothing;  only  talking."  Yes,  doing  nothing  I  We  have 
only  broken  up  the  ground  and  sowed  the  seed;  they  are  reaping  the 
benefit,  and  yet  they  tell  us  we  liave  done  nothing  1  Mrs.  Swisshelm, 
who  has  proclaimed  herself  to  be  "uu  woman's  rights  woman,"  has  ao- 
oepted  a  position  as  Inspeotor  of  logs  and  inmber.  (Laughter).  Well,  I 
have  no  ohjestlon  to  her  having  that  avoeatlon.  If  she  have  a  taste  and 
capacity  for  it — far  from  it.  But  she  has  accepted  still  more,  and  I  doubt 
not  with  a  great  deal  more  ze»t  and  satisfaction — the  five  hundred  dol- 
lars salary;  and  1  hope  she  will  enjoy  it.  Then,  having  accepted  both 
the  office  and  the  salary,  she  folds  her  arms,  and  says:  "  I  am  none  of 
your  strong-minded  women;  I  dent  go  iSor  woman's  rights.**  Well,  she  is 
still  welcome  to  it.  I  have  not  tlie  slightest  objection  that  tboee  who 
proclaim  themselves  not  strong-minded,  should  still  reap  the  >)enefitof  a 
strong  mind  (applause  and  laughter);  it  is  for  them  we  work.  8o  there 
are  some  ladies  who  think  a  great  deal  can  be  done  in  the  Legislature 
without  petitions,  wfttumt  eonventlons,  without  lectures,  without  public 
claim,  in  Usat,  without  anything,  but  a  little  lobbying.  Well,  If  they  have 
a  taste  for  it,  they  are  welcome  to  engage  in  it:  I  have  not  the  slightest 
objeotion.  Yes,  I  have.  I,  as  a  woman,  being  oonscious  of  the  evil  that 
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is  done  by  them  lobby  loafen  In  our  L^glsUtiire  and  in  tbe  halb  ofCkm^ 
gresa,  object  to  It  (Load  eheeri).  I  will  wait  flre  yews  1ong«r  to  haT» 
a  right  given  to  me  legitimatoly,  from  a  sense  of  joirtiee^  latber  than  bay 

it  in  an  underhand  way  by  lobbying.  Whatever  my  sentimente  may  be, 
good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  I  express  them,  and  they  are  known.  Never- 
theleiis,  if  any  desire  it,  let  them  do  that  work.  But  what  has  induced 
them,  what  has  enabled  them,  to  do  that  wovk  f  The  Woman's  Rights 
movement,  alihoogfa  they  are  afraid  or  ashamed  even  of  the  name 
"woman's  rights." 

Ton  have  been  told,  and  maoh  more  might  be  said  on  the  subject,  that 
already  the  Woman's  Rights  platform  has  upon  it  lawyers,  ministers,  and 
statesmen — men  who  are  among  the  highest  in  the  nation.  I  need  not 
mention  WoL  Lloyd  €h«rIsoii,  or  Wendell  Phillips;  bnt  there  are  otiieis, 
those  even  who  are  afraid  of  the  name  of  reformer,  who  have  stood 
npon  oar  platform.  Brady  !  Who  would  ever  have  expected  it  ?  Chapin ! 
Beecher  !  Think  of  it  for  a  moment !  A  minister  advocating  the  rights 
of  woman,  even  her  right  at  the  ballot-box  !  What  has  done  it  ?  Our 
agitation  has  purified  the  atmosphere,  and  enabled  them  to  see  the  in- 
Justiee  that  Is  done  to  woman. 

Mrs.  Elikabbib  Joim,  of  Ohio,  was  the  next  weaker.  She  esid:  I 
wish  to  preface  my  remarks  with  this  rseolatlon: 

jMahwd;  Thai  woiiiiii*t  •pherecsn  not  be  bonnded.  Its  prMcrfbed oiMt  ta  the  iMftcet 

place  that  In  her  liltrlx "^t  development  she  can  fill.  The  laws  of  tnlnJ  are  as  iuniiut:i>i'c 
as  are  tbos«  ot  tbe  pUnetary  world,  and  tbe  true  womao  most  over  revolve  aroaod  the 
great  mond  son  of  Ught  and  trutli. 

As  a  general  proposition,  wo  say  that  capacity  determiiu'"  the  true 
sphere  of  action,  and  indicates  the  kind  of  labor  to  be  perlorined.  I 
often  hear  women  discussing  this  subject,  much  more  in  eametit  thuu  in 
Jest,  though  they  profess  to  be  simply  amndng  themselves.  One  says: 
**If  I  were  a  man,  I  should  be  a  mechanic  " ;  another  says:  "  I  should  be 
a  merchant."  One  says:  "lam  sure  I  should  be  rich";  another,  in  tho 
excessof  her  humor,  thinks  she  should  bo  distinguished.  Why  do  women 
talk  thus  ?  Because  one  feels  that  she  has  mechanical  genius;  the  power 
to  constract,  to  perfect.  Another  understands  the  secrets  of  trade,  and 
would  like  to  Incur  the  heavy  responsibilities  It  involves.  A  third  Is 
eonseions  that  she  was  bom  a  finandsr;  while  a  fourth  has  an  intnttlvo 
perception  of  the  eleinent.s  of  .siiccesR. 

Many  women  are  beginning  to  judge  for  themselves  the  pn^per  sphere 
of  action,  and  are  not  only  jesting  about  what  they  should  do  under 
other  cireamstanees,  bnt  are  already  entering  upon  sueh  paths  as  their 
taste  and  oapaelty  indicate.  Some  will  doubtless  make  mistakes,  idilch 
experience  will  recti^,  and  others  will  perhaps  persist  In  striving  to  do 
that  which  it  will  be  very  evident  they  have  no  ability  to  perform.  This 
iji  tlie  case  with  men  who  have  had  freedom  in  every  sphere.  Look  at 
the  American  pulpit,  for  instance.  Go  through  the  country,  and  listen  to 
those  who  daim  to  be  the  messengers  of  God,  and  if  yon  do  not  say  tiwt 
many  are  destitute  of  eapaotty  to  fill  the  sphere  they  have  chosen,  we 
shall  regard  It  as  an  aet  of  obedience  on  your  part  to  the  command 
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wldefai  8i>70;  *' Jadge  not,  lest  jebe  Judged/'  (Loi^rhtor).  Let  iidftptfr- 
tion  be  the  rule  for  pulpit  occupancy,  and  while  it  would  eject  some  who 
are  now  no  honor  to  the  station,  and  no  benefit  to  the  people,  it  would 
open  the  place  to  many  an  Anna  and  Miriam  and  Deborah  to  fulfill  tho 
mission  which  God  has  clearly  indicated  by  the  talents  He  has  bestowed. 

The  wofld  says  now«  man  is  Ood's  minister,  and  woman  is  not  fit  to  eall 
sinners  to  repentance ;  but  let  it  say;  **Those  who  have  tsltii  In  the  prin- 
ciples of  eternal  rifj:ht,  and  have  power  to  give  it  utterance;  those  who 
have  the  clearest  perceptions  of  moral  truth;  those  who  understand  the 
wants  of  the  people,  are  the  proper  persons,  whether  they  be  men  or 
women,  to  dispense  to  the  needy  moltltiide  the  bread  of  life.**  Tfaiswonid 
elevate  the  standard  of  polplt  qoalilleatfons,  and  bring  into  the  Held  a  Ux 
greater  amount  of  talent  to  choose  firom,  and  thus  WQald  the  intellectual 
and  spiritual  needs  of  the  people  be  more  fully  answered.  What  is  true 
of  this  profession  will  apply  with  equal  force  to  others.  Should  I  be  told 
that  the  American  bar  needs  no  more  talent,  I  would  reply  that  it  needs 
deeeney,  and  a  welMbonded  sslf-respeot.  When  yon  enter  a  oonrt- 
room,  and  listen  to  a  cross  erainination  of  a  dalleata  natnrv,  one  where 
woman  is  concerned,  and  she  would  rather  die  a  hundred  deaths,  if  she 
could,  than  to  have  the  case  drag^^ed  before  the  public,  you  will  see  it 
treated  in  the  coarseHt  way,  aa  if  her  holiest  affections  and  her  most  t»a- 
ored  functions  were  fitting  themes  for  brutish  men  to  Jeer  at.  And  even 
in  the  most  ordinary  eases,  gentlemen  who  wonld  spam  the  impatation 
of  inoivUity  In  soolaJ  life,  will  so  browbeat  and  badger  a  witness,  that  the 
most  disgusting  boar-baiting  would  become  by  rotnpHrisf)!!  a  refined 
amusement.  If  the  yonnp:  aspirunts  for  legal  honors  should  meet  atiif>ng  ^ 
the  advocates  and  Judges  sensible,  dignified,  and  highly  cultivated  women, 
they  woilld,  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  get  the  bweflt  of  certAin  lessons, 
upon  manners  and  morals,  that  it  is  essential  for  all  yoong  men  to  learn. 
(AppIauHf'  I  It  appears  to  me  that  by  association  of  men  and  women  in 
this  profesf<ion,  the  bar  might  be  purged  of  this  indecorum,  and  possess 
the  humanity.  th(>  wisdom,  and  the  dignity  that  should  ever  character- 
ize a  Court  of  Justice. 
Yon  need  not  tell  me  that  the  profession  would  be  orerstoeked,  if 

*  women  shoold  entw  it,  for,  like  men,  they  must  stand  on  their  merits. 
Let  there  be  no  proscription  on  account  9i  sex.  Let  talent  be  brought 
fairly  into  competition,  and  although  many  a  young  man,  as  well  as 
young  woman,  would  sit  down  forever  briefiess,  liaving  neither  the  ca- 
pacity nor  the  acquirements  to  bring  or  retain  clients,  yet  their  loss 
would  be  for  the  public  good,  and  for  the  honor  and  respectability  of  the 

-  profession.  Let  the  talents  of  women  be  fally  developed,  and  no  man 
will  lose  any  place  tliat  he  is  qualified  to  fill  in  consetiuence,  and  no 
woman  will  obtain  that  place  who  has  not  peculiar  fitness.  All  these 
matters  will  find  their  own  level,  ultimately.  I  can  point  you  to  locali- 
ties now  where  the  people  prefer  women  for  teachers.  A  Union  School 
in  Northern  Ohio,  whioh  is  made  up  of  ten  departments,  employs  women 
for  teachers,  and  a  woman  as  superintendent  of  the  whole.  The  people 
reason  this  way:  We  prefer  women,  because  they  bring  us  the  best  tnlent. 
Kot  that  they  have  better  talents  than  men,  but  with  the  latter,  teaching 
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highest  post,  and  brings  her  best  energies.  With  man,  it  is  often  a  sabor* 
dinate  interest,  and  his  best  talents  will  be  exercised  upon  what  he  re- 
gards as  Homething  higher  and  better.  As  in  this,  go  in  other  thin^. 
The  time  will  come  when  taient  or  capacity  will  govern  the  choice  and 
not  001.  It  Is  so  now  In  Art,  to  a  great  extent.  I  think  theffe  is  not 
much  known  of  sex  theie.  The  world  does  not  oare  who  wrote  "  Anraia 
Leigh/'  It  does  not  recognize  it  as  the  production  of  a  woman,  but  as 
the  work  of  genius.  Let  the  artists  say  what  thoy  please,  the  world  does 
not  care  who  chisels  Zenobia,  so  that  Zenobia  be  well  chiseled.  It 
does  not  oare  whether  Landseer  or  Rosa  Bonheur  paints  animals,  so 
that  animals  are  well  painted.  No  one  says  this  at  that  Is  well  done  for 
a  woman,  bnt  he  si^s,  this  is  the  woiic  of  an  artist,  that  has  no  merit; 
not  because  a  woman  did  it,  not  because  a  man  did  it,  but  beOMIse  the 
author  wat.  destitute  of  capacity  to  embody  tho  idea. 

Again,  read  the  httle  village  newspapers,  got  out  by  little  editors,  and 
joa  will  find,  in  manycasss,  an  ottsr  want  of  ablttty  to  lUI  the  plaee  that 
has  been  chosen.  I  hope  yoong  women  will  not  make  saeh  mistakes  m 
these  young  men  have  done,  who  might  have  been  supposed  to  know 
something,  if  they  had  only  kept  still.  (I>aaghter).  If  thefe  papers,  to 
which  I  liave  referred,  were  all  in  tho  handt*  of  women,  and  so  d»\stitnte 
of  editorial  pith  and  point  as  they  now  are,  I  should  counsel  agaiust  any 
ftarther  eflSorts  for  the  elevation  ot  the  sex,  bellsving  the  esse  to  be  hope- 
less. (Applanse).  U I  mistake  not,  women  haYe  a  peenliar  fitness  for 
trad*>.  Mrs.  DaU  says,  In  her  second  leetare,  that  on  the  Island  of  Nan- 
tucket, women  have  engaged  in  commerce  very  puceefsfully.  They  did 
it  in  the  war.  aticl  aft<^r\vard,  when  destitution  drove  tho  men  to  the  wliale 
fisheries,  and  uguin  when  they  went  to  California.  They  have  had  much 
experienoe;  and  ElhBaBamey  tells  of  seventy  women  who  engaged  in  tmde, 
and  rsthred  with  a  eompetenee,  and  beddes  bioaght  np  and  edneated 
large  families  of  eliUdren.  She  says,  also,  that  failnres  were  very  uncom- 
mon when  women  managed  tho  business,  and  some  of  the  largest  and 
safest  fortunes  in  Boston  were  founded  by  women.  Whenever,  therefore,  ' 
one  shows  any  ability  for  trade,  that  is  her  license  for  engaging  in  it — a 
lloense  gianted  under  the  higher  law,  an4  therafl»rs  velid.  I  went  into  a  • 
bonnet  store  the  other  day,  and  saw  a  man^mUliner  holding  ap  a  bonnet 
on  his  soft  white  hand  to  a  lady  customer,  and  expatiating  upon  the 
beauties  of  the  article  with  an  eame-stness,  if  not  the  eloquence,  of  an 
orator.  She  tried  it  on,  and  ho  went  into  ecstacies.  ^Laughter).  It  was 
so  becoming  I  It  was  so  charming  !  He  oompttmented  her,  end  he  oom- 
plimented  the  bonnet,  and  had  she  not  been  a  strong^inded  woman,  I  • 
do  not  know  how  mnch  of  the  flattery  she  would  have  takfm  for  truth.  I 
thought  that  man  was  out  of  his  sphere;  and  not  only  that,  but  he  had 
crowded  some  woman  out  of  her  appropriate  place,  out  of  tho  realm  of  taste 
and  lashion.  (Applause).  When  1  passed  out  on  the  street,  the  harsh,  dis- 
eordant  tone  of  a  flsh-wcnnan  fsU  upon  my  ear.  I  saw  that  she  Ikitb  a 
heavy  tab  upon  her  head,  evidently  seeking  by  this  branch  of  msvehan- 
disc  to  procure  a  living  for  herself  and  family.  So  few  were  the  avenues 
open  to  her,  as  she  thought,  and  so  much  had  men  monopolized  the 
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places  she  could  fill,  tiiftt  flhe  wad  compelled  to  carry  fish  on  ber  head, 

until  she  could  raise  money  enough  to  procure  a  better  conveyance. 

Again.  I  see  younf?  men  selling:  artificial  flowers,  and  laces  and  embroi- 
dery, crinolinea  and  balmorals,  and  I  think  to  myself  they  had  better  be 
oat  digging  coal  or  making  briek.  When  I  go  iMek  home  to  the  West,  1 
eonld  take  a  carload  with  me,  and  aet  them  to  woilcaad  I  woald  greatly 
benefit  their  condltton,  while  the  places  they  vacate  here  might  be  filled 
by  the  pirls  who  are  now  Bta.rving  in  your  garrets.  (Applause).  At  a 
ehoe-atoro,  instead  of  finding  a  sprightly  miss,  to  select  and  fit  the  ladies 
gaiters,  you  often  see  a  strong,  healthy  man,  kneeling  before  the  cus- 
tomer with  a  gallaatfy  that  would  be  admirable  in  a  dvaMng-room,  and 
worth  infinitely  more  than  the  piiee  of  the  ardde  he  is  selUng;  and  he 
ftasses  over  the  gaiters  and  over  the  lady's  foot,  until  yon  wonder  if  she  is 
not  tempted  to  propel  him  into  a  more  appropriate  sphere.  (Laughter). 
Whatever  possessed  men  to  imagine  that  God  designed  them  to  fit  ladies* 
gaiters,  is  more  than  I  can  imagine.  (Applause).  I  am  enable  to  realize 
how  they  obtained  the  revelation  that  for  a  womui  to  thus  offieiate  wonld 
take  her  out  of  her  appropiiate  sphere.  Shall  I  be  held  to  my  principles 
here,  and  told  that  these  men  succeed  in  business,  and  success  being  the 
test  of  sphere,  therefore  they  are  in  their  place  ?  It  remains  to  be  proved 
that  they  have  succeeded.  A  man  may  Jump  Jim  Crow  from  morning 
till  night,  or  make  a  lool  ctf  himself  in  any  other  way,  and  sneoeed  adml^ 
lably  in  plecuriog  aadltoni  and  gathering  pennies;  but  when  yon  take 
into  consideration  his  hifl^  and  heavenly  origin,  and  the  noble  purposes 
for  whicli  ho  was  made,  you  can  hardly  call  it  a  success.  Neither  should 
I  think  a  woman  was  in  suitable  business,  even  if  it  were  ever  so  lucra- 
tive and  well  done,  unless  that  business  developed  her  talents ;  made  her 
Stronger,  more  selforelia&t,  and  better  fitted  her  tot  life  and  its  dnties^ 
These  stores  wonld  be  a  good  disslpline  for  young  girls,  bat  not  for  men. 

This  whole  question  lies  in  a  small  oompass.  Oor  reform  would  leave 
woman  just  where  God  placed  hor — a  moral,  accountable  being,  endowed 
with  talents  whose  scope  and  character  indicate  the  work  she  is  to  do; 
and  who  is  responsible  primarily  to  her  Creator  for  the  use  she  makes  of 
those  talents.  He  says  to  every  man  and  to  every  woman.  Go  woik  in 
my  vineyard  I  That  vineyard  I  understand  to  be  the  worid,  embiaeing 
all  the  varied  responsibilities  of  life.  Wliether  man  shall  pursue  science, 
literature,  or  art,  whether  he  shall  engage  in  agriculture,  manufactures, 
or  mechanics,  is  for  him  to  determine,  and  whether  womun  shall  engage 
in  any  of  these  things  is  for  her  to  determine.  Hottiing  bat  an  internal 
ecmseioasness  of  power  to  perform  eertain  work,  and  that  it  will  be  for 
her  own  good,  can  aid  her  in  her  choice.  If  a  woman  can  write  vigorous 
verse,  then  let  her  write  verse.  If  she  can  build  ^*llips,  thou  let  her  be  a 
ship-builder.  I  know  no  reason  why.  If  she  can  keep  huu«e.  and  that 
takes  as  muob  brains  as  any  other  occupation,  let  her  be  u  hou£<ekeeper. 
They  tell  ns  that  eternal  vigilanee  is  the  ptiee  of  liberty  " ;  eternal  vig^ 
tlanee  is  the  pviee  of  a  well-ordered  home,  and  every  woman  before  me 
knows  it>  (Applause).  I  know  that  the  conservative,  in  his  fMur,  says. 
Surely  you  would  not  have  woman  till  the  soil,  sail  the  seas,  run  up  the 
rigging  of  a  ship  like  a  monkey  (I  use  the  language  of  one  of  your  most 
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distinguished  msB),  go  to  war,  engage  in  poUtieal  btawls  t  No  t  I  wonld 

not  have  her  do  anything.  Bile  must  be  her  own  Judge.  In  relation  to 
tilling  the  soil,  the  last  '^^nsvis  of  the  United  Kingdom  rpports  12S.418 
women  employed  in  a^ricultare.  Examples  are  by  no  means  rare  where 
a  woman  carries  on  a  farm  which  her  deceased  husband  has  left,  and  1 
bava  seen  Bnush  skUl  evineed  in  the  managemant.  **  In  Madia.  Pa.,  two 
gills  named  MlUer  earry  on  a  flwm  <rf  900  aeres,  vaising  bay  and  gmin, 
btring  labor,  but  working  mostly  themSfllTes."  I  have  been  on  a  farm  in 
yonr  own  State  where  I  saw,  not  Tennyson's  six  mighty  daughters  of  the 
plow,  bat  I  saw  three*  who  plowed,  and  not  only  that,  but  they 
plowed  well.  Doubtless,  some  of  our  fastidious  young  ladles  would  be 
greatly  sboekod  at  sneb  an  ezbibtiloii,  and  I  mnst  aoknowledge  tbat  it 
was  to  me  a  novel  right;  bnt  the  more  I  eonsldered  lt»  the  mote  Itiiongbt 
that  I  would  xatiiar  see  a  young  woman  holding  the  plow,  than  to  see 
her  leading  such  an  aimless,  silly  life  as  many  a  yoong  lady  leads.  I 
would  rather  see  a  young  woman  holding  the  plow,  than  to  see  her 
decked  out  in  her  finery,  and  sitting  idle  in  the  parlor,  waiting  for  an 
olbr  of  marriage.  (Applanse).  I  hope  women  will  not  copy  the  Tlees  of 
men.  I  hope  they  will  not  go  to  war;  I  wish  men  woald  not.  I  hope 
they  will  not  be  contentious  politicians ;  I  am  sorry  that  men  are.  I  hope 
they  will  not  regard  their  freedom  as  a  license  to  do  wrong;  I  am  ashamed 
to  acknowledge  that  men  do.  But  we  need  not  fear.  We  may  safely 
trust  the  judgment  of  those  who  tell  us  that  politics  and  morals,  and 
every  department  into  wiiiob  woman  may  enter,  will  be  elevated  and  re- 
flned  by  bar  influence. 

So  far  as  navigation  is  concerned,  T  think  many  women  would  not  T)C  attracted 
to  that  life.  There  might  be  now  and  tlien  a  Betsy  Miller,  who  could  walk  the 
quarter-deck  in  a  gale,  and  tbat  certaiuly  would  indicate  constitutiooal  ability 
to  become  a  ssilor.  I  do  not  sappese  so  moch  violence  woold  be  done  to  her 
nature  navigating  the  eese*  ss  by  helping  a  dmnken  husband  to  nsvigate 
tbe  streets  habitually.  (Applause).  In  relation  to  running  up  the  rigging  like 
a  monkey,  or  in  regard  to  any  other  monkey  jxTformance,  I  do  not  believe  that 
women  will  ever  enter  into  competition  with  men  in  these  thtng.'<,  because  the 
latter  have  shown  such  remarkable  aptitude  for  that  business.  (Laughter  and 
applause).  Bnt  after  all  tbst  msy  be  ssid  on  this  subject,  we  Ikil  to  reseh  one 
clssK  in  the  communis  who  have  spare  time,  spare  eneigie%  abnndsace  of  power 
for  work.  I  mean  young  ladies  of  weslth  sad  nnk.  The  world  shows  a 
degree  of  toleration  now  toward  any  young  woman  who  from  necessity  has 
engaged  in  any  industrial  avocation  t)  which  women  have  not  heretofore 
upljiied  them-selves.  But  there  is  no  such  toleration  for  the  rich.  Many  oi  tliesc 
sre  now  striving  to  kill  time  with  Kunqr-work  and  fiction,  with  fiirtstion  and 
flsnnting.  Borne  are  destttote  of  ssplration  for  anything  better.  These  eonid 
be  moved  only  by  some  convulsion  in  the  social  system,  like  the  earthquake,  or 
like  the  volcano  that  opens  the  ground  at  our  feet  and  shows  ns  our  danger. 
But  there  are  others  whose  convictions  lead  them  to  desire  something  better; 
who  feel  that  they  are  living  to  no  purpose ;  who  know  tbat  their  own  powers,  good 
as  any  Ood  evrr  created,  sre  lying  in  inglorious  repose.  Some  of  tbe  advocates 
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of  our  came  have  nSd  fhat  ibr  fbeae  thore  la  no  profeanon  but  marriage.  If 
tbey  are  not  literary,  artlatic,  or  pbilanthropic,  what  can  they  do  ?  They  arc 
held  by  a  cable,  made  up  of  home  influence,  of  fashion,  and  of  perverted 
Scripture,  which  liinds  tbem  down  to  an  insipid  existence.  Hence,  tbey  sup- 
press all  dcaire  for  a  fuller,  larger  life ;  they  smile  graciously  upon  their  fetters ; 
they  piofiBM  to  be  tlie  happieat  of  all  happy  women,  and  tbva  they  glide  along 
throi^ih  the  fhoronghfiureB  of  society  with  a  lying  tongue  and  an  aching  heart 

I  wiah  these  had  enough  vitality  of  soul  and  enough  energy  of  clmrnctcr  to 
rise  superior  to  the  circumstances  around  them,  and  make  some  approach  to 
their  own  ideal.  I  know  this  is  asking  them  to  martyrize  themselves.  But 
could  they  see  the  beauty  and  the  glory  that  will  inveet  the  ftitare  woman, 
when  die  ahaU  have  her  proper  place  among  tiie  diildren  of  the  Father;  whm 
aho  shall  inftaae  her  lore,  hor  moral  perceptions,  her  sense  of  jastioe,  Into  the 
ethics  and  governments  of  tht*  earth  ;  when  she  shall  be  united  to  man  in  a 
Divine  harmony,  and  her  children  shall  go  fortli  to  bless  all  coming  generations, 
thqr  would  regard  martyrdom  but  dust  in  the  balance  compared  with  such 
blearing.  And  wlMn  tiw  wcffid  ahall  aee  tiie  moral  grandeur,  the  anbHme 
podtion  of  a  raoe  redeemed  by  the  aanetil^og  inlhmttcea  of  thia  IMirine 
harmony,  it  will  weave  for  them  a  brighter  chaplet  than  it  has  ever  WOTCn  ibr 
any  of  ita  martyrs  who  have  Buffered  at  the  stake.  (Lrad  applauae). 

Rer.  Bbuah  Obbbr,  of  Whiteaboro*,  K.  T.,  waa  next  introdooed,  and  aaid: 

It  !a  not,  I  suppose,  at  all  the  design  of  this  platform  in  any  way  to  abolish 
what  Uie  grammarians  call  **the  distinction  of  sex*';  and  when  we  speak  of 
woman'a  rights,^'  we  admit,  in  the  very  language  which  is  thus  employed,  that 
ahe  is  a  "woman" — that  that  is  appropriately  her  character — that  under  this 
name  she  is  fitly  described.  Now,  a  comprehensive  descriptioD  of  all  the 
rights  which  any  member  of  the  human  family,  whoever  and  whaterer  and 
wherever  he  may  be,  Is  entitled  to  ehallenge  and  maintain,  we  have  in  the  brief 
and  rimple  expression,  the  right  to  be  himself;  the  right  to  be  true  to  the 
nature  which  he  hi?  inherited;  the  right  to  the  free  and  full  development  of 
the  powers  with  ^Thich  he  is  endowed  ;  the  right  to  liiy  out  those  resources  of 
which  he  is  constructed  happily,  effectively,  properly;  the  right  to  rise  to  the 
highest  porition  hi  exedlsiioe  mid  In  Ucasedneaa  to  which  his  capacities  and 
povren  may  elevate  him.  Tlds  ie  a  comprehensive  deaoriptlmt  of  man*a  righta, 
a  comprehensive  description  d  woman^  rights,  and  a  comprehensive  descrip- 
tion of  hnmnn  rights,  under  every  form  and  phase  of  application  of  which 
human  rights  may  be  supposed  eupaljle. 

Now,  I  regard  it  as  a  repulsive  feature  of  the  age,  that  one  sex  should  feel 
Iti^  eonati^ned  to  eome  forward  and  defend  Itsdf  from  the  oOier  sex ;  to 
demand  a  redress  of  the  wrongs  to  which  it  may  be  exposed,  and  a  vindication 
of  the  rights  to  whidi  It  may  be  entitled  ;  for,  look  you  1  most  obviously  and 
clearly,  the  relation  between  the  soxcs  is  naturally  mo-t  intimate.  The  one 
lives  in  and  throuj^h  the  other.  They  do  not  make  two  distinct  classes,  most 
obviously  and  certainly.  They  do  not  in  nature;  they  do  not  according  to  the 
Divine  arrangement;  and  It  always  seems  to  me  to  be  moat  absurd,  and  in  the 
highest  degree  ungrateful,  to  present  the  ant^eet  with  which  we  are  now  ooen- 
pied,  under  any  such  aspect.  Mankind  are  divided,  doubtless — divided  now 
by  accident,  and  now  by  arrangement—Into  different  classes;  but  to  make  the 
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women  one  class,  aud  the  men  another  class,  seems  to  me  to  be  eaieiitlally  tiul 
flagrantly  absurd.  (Applausp).  ^Manifestly,  the  grand  right  of  man  (employing 
the  term  man  here  not  generally,  but  specifically),  in  his  relations  to  woman,  as 
well  as  in  all  his  other  relations,  is  to  be  grandly,  yigorously  beautiful;  in  every 
nvf  a  man ;  in  aS  tbe  relationi  of  Hft  to  be  true  to  what«f«riiiay  be  cbaract«r> 
iatic  of  bis  natare,  and  to  vbaterar  may  b«  diatinetlTe  in  bis  tes.  Ao4  wbat 
may  be  affirmed  of  bim  in  tbii  respect  nef  be  aflinned  of  b|a  motber,  of  bit 

wile,  of  his  sister. 

It  is  a  general  law  of  our  humanity,  an  all-comprehensive  and  all  controlling 
principle,  that  we  belong,  as  human  beings,  to  each  other.  Every  man  belongs 
to  tbe  wbole  bnman  Ibmilyf  and  tbe  wbole  bnmaa  fbniily  belonga  to  erery  one 
of  its  members.  We  are  mutnallj,  as  a  matter  of  course,  nnder  the  controlling 
influence  of  this  great  law;  we  are  mutually  to  contribute,  as  effectively  and 
wisely  as  we  may,  to  each  other's  improvcnx  nt  and  welfare.  This  is  the  great 
general  law  which  lies  at  the  very  basis  of  our  being;  this  is  the  law  which 
aseerte  its  majesty  in  tbe  deptbs  of  our  oonedoiMneei.  Tbis  btw  bas  manSfbst|y 
a  Bpeeiflc  and  benefleent  appUeadon  to  fbe  rdation  wbicb  binds  nan  to  woman, 
and  unites  woman  to  man.  In  a  natural  state  of  things,  where  the  ordinances 
of  our  true  Father  were  regarded,  where  the  principles  of  our  existence  were 
reverently  heeded,  as  a  matter  of  course,  individually  and  generally,  man 
would  deroto  bimielf,  as  man,  generously,  magnanimoosly,  his  entire  self,  what- 
erer  belongs  to  bis  manbood,  in  eteiy  department  <tf  Ue  being— lie  would 
devote  himself,  as  man,  to  woman;  and  woman,  on  the  other  hand,  would  just 
as  chnracteristicftUy,  ju?t  ns  nobly,  just  as  cheerfully,  just  as  gratefully,  just  as 
effectively,  devote  herself  to  the  improvement  and  welfure  of  man  ;  nnd  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  relation  which  unites  them,  the  oue  would  supply 
wbaterer  migbt  seem  to  be  demanded  in  tbe  constrnetion  of  tbe  otber.  A  man 
is  never  completely  bimself  until  he  is  nnitod  to  woman,  and  a  woman  is  never 
completely  herself  tintil  she  is  united  to  man  ;  and  thus  they  become  a  beautiful 
unit,  playing  continually  into  each  other's  hands,  their  hearts  beating  in 
delightful  harmony  with  each  other.  This  is  the  great  fundamental  law  of  our 
social  erastenoe.  The  Tery  germ  of  tbe  sodal  is  to  be  found  in  tbe  sexual 
lebktioos  wbicb  bind  men  and  women  togetber,  and  sodety,  in  all  its  forms  and 
phases,  is  nothing  under  beaven  but  the  development,  the  fit,  symmetrical,  and 
full  development  of  the  ererm  to  which  I  have  thus  referred. 

As  has  already  been  intimated  in  the  beautiful  thoughts  which  have  been 
expressed  by  those  who  bave  preceded  me,  the  great  law,  wbicb  was,  perhaps, 
as  intelligibly  and  impreafllTely  presented  by  Napoleon  as  by  any  otber  man, 
giving  liberty  to  every  man  to  use  the  tools  who  is  qualified  to  use  them — Tbe 
tools  to  him  who  can  use  them!" — or,  in  better  language  still,  as  it  fell  from 
the  Iip>  of  the  Great  Teacher,  "  Every  man  according  to  his  ability  " — this  great 
luw  applies  with  equal  force  tu  vvomuu  as  to  mau.  There  have  been  women 
greatly  distinguisbed  for  physical  power.  You  remember  tbe  old  story  of  Kstte 
GuanUnier.  A  distinguisbed  wrestler,  wbo  came  to  lay  bold  of  her  brother, 
ber  muscular  and  gigantic  brother,  and  measure  strength  with  him,  found  that 
he  was  absent.  "Well."  says  Kate,  *' I  will  wrestle  with  you,  and  if  I  throw 
you,  you  need  not  wait  the  return  of  my  brother."  And  so  she  did,  and  he 
went  away,  fbUy  satisfied  that  tbere  was  no  occasion  for  him  to  wait  for  any 
mote  vigorous  arm  than  Kate  Gnardinier  wielded.  Now,  wberever  tbere  is  a 
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■iMOg  vm,  adftpt  ito  tMk  to  !!•  powert— €bftt  is  the  will  of  Higb  Hmvob. 
Vheraver  there  ore  well-traiiitd  powren,  let  these  be  reoogntied  pomn,  and  of 

course  the  general  results  can  not  be  otherwise  than  happy. 

In  regard  to  the  fjrreat  question  who  shall  take  the  lead  in  the  family  or  the 
comtuunitj,  let  me  say,  that  I  do  not  care  through  what  mudium  wisdom  maj 
reach  me,  throqgh  what  mediimi  I  m^Meaie  tiie  benefit  of  healthlU  goidanoe. 
>That  I  want  ia  wiadooi.  Wiadooi,  goodneia,  and  power  are  the  aoul  of  all 
gOTernment.  TNTierevcr  these  are  combined,  there  you  hare  the  results  of 
wisdom,  goodness,  and  power.  Now,  then,  if  the  mother  in  a  household,  or 
eren  if  a  daughter  in  a  household,  is  more  distinguished  for  these  high 
qiialitiai,  Ibr  theae  giand  attaiamente,  than  any  other  member  of  tiiat  familj, 
why,  it  la  nothing  but  rebellion  agaioat  Ctod,  it  ia  nothing  bnt  gibbering  mad- 
ness, that  would  make  any  member  of  that  family  herftate  to  avail  himself  of 
the  guidance  thus  offered,  of  the  light  of  the  wisdom  which  may  thu?  l)e  poured 
around  him.  In  God's  name,  give  me  wisdom,  give  me  genuine  power,  give 
me  magnanimi^  1— aa  to  the  incidents  of  the  matter,  I  do  not  insist  upon 
them.  WhMfaer  it  be  through  my  father  or  my  mother  that  true  guidance  la 
afforded,  whether  it  be  by  my  wife  or  my  daughter  that  good  counsel  ia  offered, 
very  clearly,  to  c^ect  these  is  to  spurn  the  kindneaa  of  benignant  Heaven. 

Wendell  Phillips  said: — We  are  here  to  enforce,  on  the  consideration  of 
the  dvil  state,  4>eae  elemeota  of  power  which  have  already  made  tiie  sodal 
state.   Yon  do  not  find  it  neceesary  to-day  to  say  to  a  husband,  *'  Yonr  wile  haa 

a  right  to  read";  or  necessary  to  say  to  Dicki.-ns,  "  You  have  as  many  women 
over  your  pages  as  men.'"  You  do  not  tinel  it  necessary  to  say  to  the  male 
members  of  a  church  that  the  women  members  have  a  right  to  change  their 
creed.  All  that  ia  settied ;  nobody  conteata  it  If  a  man  stood  np  hers  and 
aaid,  **  I  am  a  Ghhrinist,  and  thowfore  my  wife  ia  bound  to  be  one,**  yon  wonld 
send  him  to  a  losatic  asylum.  You  would  say,  "  Poor  man !  don't  judge  him 
by  what  he  says ;  he  don't  mean  it."  But  law  ia  halting  back  just  where  that 
old  civilization  was;  we  want  to  change  it. 

We  are  not  doing  anything  new.  There  ia  no  fanaticism  about  it.  We  are 
merely  extending  the  area  cf  Hberty-^nothing  ebe.  We  hare  made  great 
progress.  The  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  New  York  Legislators 
grants,  in  fact,  the  whole  question.  The  moment  you  grant  us  anything,  we 
have  gained  the  whole.  You  can  not  stop  with  an  inconsistent  statute-book.  A 
man  is  uneasy  who  is  inconsistent.  As  Thomas  Fuller  says,  "You  can  nut 
make  one  side  <tf  tiie  fikce  hmgb,  and  the  other  ciy  I**  Yon  can  not  hsTe  oni^ 
half  yonr  atatnte-book  Jewish,  and  the  oflier  Christian ;  one-half  of  Uie  atatnte- 
book  Oriental,  the  other  Saxon.  You  have  granted  that  woman  may  be  hung, 
therefore  you  must  grant  that  woman  may  vote.  You  have  granted  that  she 
may  be  taxed,  therefore,  on  republican  principles,  you  must  grant  that  she 
ought  to  have  a  voice  in  fixing  ^e  laws  of  taxation— and  this  la,  in  fiwt,  all  that 
we  daim— the  whole  of  it. 

Now,  I  want  to  consider  some  of  the  objections  tiiat  are  made  to  this  claim. 
Men  say,  **  Woman  is  not  fit  to  vote  ;  she  does  not  know  enough ;  she  has  not 
sense  enough  to  vote."  I  take  this  idea  of  the  ballot  as  the  Gibraltar  of  our 
claim,  for  this  reason,  because  I  am  speaking  in  a  democracy ;  I  am  speaking 
nnder  republican  institntlons.  The  rule  of  despotism  is  that  one  dass  hi  mads 
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to  protect  tiio  other ;  thmt  tlie  rich,  the  noble,  1%e  ednoatod  are  « tort  of  probate 

court,  to  take  care  of  the  poor,  the  ignorant,  and  the  common  chisses.  Our 
fathers  gdt  rid  of  all  that.    Tlioy  knocked  it  on  the  head  by  the  simple  prin- 
ciple, that  no  clu8&  is  sate,  unless  government  is  so  arranged  that  each  cla.<s  has 
in  its  own  bands  the  means  of  protecting  itself.   That  is  the  idea  of  repubUcs. 
The  Briton  aays  to  the  poor  man,  "Be  oontent;  I  am  worth  fire  milliona,  and  I 
will  protect  yon."  And  Americft  aaja,  **  Thank  joo,  dr;  I  had  rather  take  care 
of  myself!" — and  that  is  the  essence  of  democracy.    (Applause),    It  is  the 
comer-htone  of  progress,  also;  because,  the  moment  you  liave  admitted  that 
poor  ignorant  heart  as  an  element  of  the  government,  able  to  mold  yom 
ittitlt&lkaa)  tiioae  fif«  ndUlou  of  doUaia,  feeling  that  their  ctadle  la  not  aab 
and  their  liib  la  in  peril,  onleaa  that  heart  ia  bnlwarked  with  education  and 
informed  with  morality,  selfishness  dictates  that  wealth  and  education  ahotdd 
do  its  utmost  to  e<lncate  poverty  and  hold  up  weakness — and  that  is  the 
philosophy  of  dem*xrHtic  institutions.     (.\pplau3e).     T  am  speakinir  in  a 
republic  which  admits  the  principle  that  the  poor  are  not  to  be  protected 
by  the  rich,  but  to  have  the  meana  of  protecting  themadvea.  So,  too,  the 
ignorant ;  ao,  too^  raoea.  The  Iriah  are  not  to  tmat  to  the  aeoae  of  joatloe  in 
the  Saxon;  the  German  is  not  to  trust  to  the  native-bom  citizen;  the  Catholic 
19  not  to  trust  to  the  Protestant;  but  all  sects,  all  clas<»es,  are  to  hold  in  their 
own  hands  the  scepter — the  American  scepter — of  the  ballot,  which  protects 
each  class.   We  claim  it,  therefore,  for  woman.   The  reply  ia^  that  woman  has 
not  got  aenae  enough.  If  aha  haa  not,  ao  mnch  the  more  ahame  for  yoor  pnblie- 
achools — educate  her  I   For  you  will  not  say  that  woman  naturally  baa  not  mind 
enough.    If  God  did  not  give  her  mind  enough,  then  you  are  brutes,  for  yon 
«ay  to  her:  "Madam,  you  have  sense  enough  to  earn  your  own  living — don't 
come  to  us  I "   You  make  her  earn  her  own  bread,  and,  if  she  has  sense  enough 
to  do  that,  ahe  haa  enongb  to  any  whether  Peniando  Wood  or  Governor  Morgan 
aball  take  one  cent  out  of  oreiy  bvndred  to  pay  for  Hrewoflca.  When  you  hold 
her  up  in  both  hands,  and  say,  "Let  mo  work  for  you  1  Don't  move  one  of  your 
.    daiuty  fingers  !    We  will  pour  wealth  into  your  lap,  and  he  ye  clothed  in  satin 
and  velvet,  every  daughter  of  Eve!" — then  you  will  be  consistent  in  saying 
that  woman  has  not  sense  enough  to  vote.    But  if  she  has  sense  enough  to 
work,  to  depend  for  her  biead  on  her  work,  abe  baa  aenae  enough  to 
▼otci  ;  . .  . 

But  men  say  it  would  be  very  indelicate  for  woman  to  go  to  the  ballot-box  or 
.■^it  in  the  Legislature.  Well,  what  would  she  sec  there?  Why,  she  would  see 
men.  (Laughtei).  She  sees  men  now.  In  "  C  ran  ford  Village,"  that  sweet 
little  sketch  by  Mrs.  Gaskill,  one  of  the  characters  says,  "I  know  Aeie  meo — 
my  fotber  waa  a  man."  (Laughter).  I  think  every  woman  can  aay  tiie  aame. 
She  meeta  men  now ;  ahe  could  meet  nothing  but  nun  at  the  ballot-box,  or,  if 
she  meets  brutes,  they  ought  not  to  l>e  there.  (Applause).  Indelicate  for  her 
to  go  to  the  ballot-box  I— but  you  may  walk  up  aud  down  Broadway  any  time 
from  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  nine  at  night,  and  you  will  find  about 
equal  nnmbera  of  men  and  women  eiowding  thai  tboioqghfore,  which  ia  never 
atill.  Too  may  get  into  an  omnibua— women  are  there,  erowdiag  ua  out,  aome- 
tiiucK.  (Laughter).  Yon  can  not  go  into  a  theater  without  being  crowded  to 
death  !»y  two  women  to  one  man.  If  you  go  to  the  lyceum,  woman  is  there.  1 
have  stood  on  this  very  platform,  and  seen  as  many  women  as  men  before  me. 
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and  one  time,  at  lea^t,  when  they  could  not  have  met  any  worse  men  at  the 
banot-box  than  they  met  Id  this  ball.  (Laughter  and  applause).  Ton  may  go 
to  chnreb,  and  joa  will  find  her  ftdng  men  of  all  olaaaea— ignorant  and  wlae^ 

M^nts  and  sinners.  I  do  not  know  anywhere  that  woman  is  not.  It  i:»  too  late 
now  .to  say  that  she  can  not  go  to  the  ballot-box.  Go  l>rtck  to  Turkey,  and  shut 
her  up  in  a  harem  ;  go  back  to  Greece,  and  shut  her  up  in  the  private  apart- 
mentH  of  women ;  go  back  to  tbe  old  Oriental  i»bae«a  of  oiTiliiation,  tbat 
nerer  allowed  wom«i*t  ejes  to  light  a  man^  pathway,  imleaa  he  owned 
her,  and  you  are  consistent:  but  you  see,  we  have  broken  down  the  bul- 
wark, centuries  ago.  You  know  they  used  to  let  a  ninn  be  hung  in  public, 
and  said  that  it  was  fur  tbe  ^^ake  of  the  example.  They  got  ashamed  of  it,  and 
banished  the  gallows  to  the  jail-yard,  and  allowed  only  twelTO  men  to  witness 
an  exeeation.  It  la  too  late  to  say  that  you  hang  men  for  the  example,  because 
the  example  you  are  a.shamed  to  have  pnblic  can  not  be  a  wholesome  example. 
So  it  is  with  tliis  question  of  woman.  You  have  granto<l  so  mucli,  thnt  you 
have  left  yourselves  no  ground  to  stand  on.  My  dear,  delicate  friend,  you  are 
out  of  your  sphere ;  you  ought  to  be  in  Turkey,  ily  dear,  religiously,  scrupu- 
lously lii^ionablet  exquisitely  anxious  hearer,  fearltol  lest  your  wifb,  or  daugh- 
ter, or  ristor  shall  be  sullied  by  looking  into  your  neighbors*  faces  at  the  ballot- 
box,  yon  do  not  belong  to  the  century  tliat  has  hnllot-boxcs.  You  l)elong  to 
the  century  of  Tamerlane  and  Timoiir  the  I'm  tur;  you  belong  to  China,  where 
the  women  have  no  feet,  because  it  is  nut  meant  that  they  shall  walk.  You 
betong  anywhere  but  in  America;  end  if  you  want  an  answer,  wnlk  down 
Broadway,  and  meet  a  hnndred  thousand  petttoosti,  and  tb^  are  a  hundred 
thousand  answers;  for  if  woman  can  walk  the  streets,  she  can  go  to  the  bftllot- 
box,  and  any  reason  of  indelicacy  that  forbids  the  one  cnvcrs  the  other. 

Men  say,  "  Why  do  you  oome  here  ?  What  good  are  you  going  to  dot 
You  do  Doihing  but  talk.*!  Ob,  yes,  we  hare  done  a  great  deel  beeides 
talk  I  Bat  suppose  we  had  done  nothing  bat  talk  f  I  aaw  a  poor  nuui 
the  other  day,  and  said  he  (speaking  of  a  certain  period  in  his  life),  "  I 
felt  very  friendless  and  alone — I  had  only  God  with  me";  and  he  seemed 
to  think  that  was  not  much.  And  so  thirty  miilious  of  thinking,  reading 
people  are  oonstantly  throwing  it  in  the  tee&h  of  reformers  that  they  rely 
Qpoa  talk  I  What  ia  talk  ?  Why,  it  Is  the  reprseentatiTe  of  brains. 
And  what  is  the  ch8u*acteristic  glory  of  the  nineteenth  eentary  t  That  it 
is  ruled  by  brains,  and  not  by  moaole;  that  rifles  are  gone  by,  and  ideas 
have  come  in;  and,  of  course,  in  such  an  era,  talk  is  the  fountain-head 
of  all  things.  But  we  have  done  a  great  deal.  In  the  fln:$t  place,  you  will 
meet  dosens  of  men  who  say,  **  Oh,  woman's  right  to  property,  the  right 
of  the  wife  to  her  own  earnings,  we  grant  that;  we  always  thought  that; 
we  hnvt!  had  that  idea  for  a  dozen  years."  I  met  a  man  the  other  day  in 
the  cars,  and  we  read  the  statute  of  your  New  York  Legislature.  "  Why," 
said  he,  "  that  is  nothing;  X  have  assented  to  that  for  these  Ufteon  years." 
All  I  eoold  say  to  tbat  waa  this;  "This  agitation  has  either  gtven  yoa  tbe 
idea,  or  it  has  t^^va  yon  the  ooorage  to  atter  it»  for  nobody  ever  heard  it 
Itom  you  until  to-day."  .... 

What  do  wo  toil  for  ?  Why,  my  friends,  I  do  not  oare  much  whether  a 
woman  actually  goes  to  the  ballot-box  and  votes — that  is  a  slight  matter ; 
and  I  ahaU  not  wait,  either,  to  know  whether  every  woman  in  this 
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audience  milts  to  vote.  Some  of  yon  were  iiiytng  to^y,  In  tbeee  rwj 

seats,  coming  here  oat  of  mere  cariosity,  to  see  what  certain  fanatics 
could  find  to  say,  ••"Why,  I  don't  want  any  more  rights;  I  have  got 
rights  enough.''  Many  a  lady,  whose  husband  is  what  he  ought  to  be, 
whose  father  is  what  fathers  ought  to  be,  feeling  no  want  unsupphed,  is 
xeedy  to  say,  '*  I  baive  en  Hie  fights  I  want**  So  the  dani^ter  of  Lonis 
Sixteen^  Sn  the  troublous  time  of  1791,  when  somebody  told  her  that 
the  people  were  starving  in  the  streets  of  Parip,  exclaimed,  ''What  fools  ! 
I  would  eat  bread  tirst  ! "  ThuH  wealth,  comfort,  and  ease  say,  "  I  have 
rights  enough/'  Ivobody  doubted  it,  madatu  I  But  the  question  is  not 
of  you ;  the  question  Is  of  lome  houseless  wife  of  a  dmnkacd;  the  qoes- 
tiim  is  of  some  groond-down  daughter  of  toil,  whose  earnings  are  filched 
from  her  by  the  rum  debts  of  a  selflshness  which  the  law  makes  to  have 
a  right  over  her,  in  the  person  of  a  husband.  The  question  is  not  of  yoti, 
it  is  of  some  friendless  woman  of  twenty,  standing  at  the  door  of  the 
worid,  edneated,  capable,  desiioas  of  earing  her  time  and  her  vsee,  and 
saying,  "Where  shall  I  nse  these  tskats  f  How  shall  I  earn  bcead  I** 
And  orthodox  society,  cabined  and  cribbed  In  St.  Paul,  cries  oat,  "Go 
sew,  jade  !  We  have  no  other  channel  for  you.  Go  to  the  needle,  or 
wear  yourself  to  death  as  a  school-mistress."  We  come  here  to  endeavor 
to  oonvinoe  you,  and  so  to  shape  our  institutions  that  publio  opinion, 
foUoiHng  in  the  wake>  shall  be  wQling  to  open  ohannels  for  the  agreeable 
and  profitable  occupation  of  women  as  mneh  as  for  men.  People  blame 
the  shirt-makers  and  tailors  because  they  pay  two  cents  where  they 
ought  to  pay  fifty.  It  is  not  their  fan^t.  They  are  nothing  but  the  weath- 
ercocks, aud  society  is  the  wind.  Trade  does  not  grow  out  of  the  Bermou 
on  the  Mount;  merchants  never  have  any  hearts,  they  have  only  ledgers ; 
two  per  cent,  a  month  is  their  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  a  balance  on 
the  wrong  side  of  the  ledtrfr  is  thoir  demonstration.  (Laughter).  No- 
body finds  fault  with  theiu  for  it.  Everything  according  to  the  law  of  its 
life.  A  man  pays  as  much  for  making  shirts  or  coats  as  it  is  necessary  to 
pay,  and  he  wonld  be  a  fool  and  a  bankrupt  if  he  paid  any  more.  He 
needs  only  a  hnndrsd  workwomen;  there  are  a  thoassnd  women  stand- 
ing at  his  door  saying,  "  Give  us  work;  and  if  it  is  worth  ten  cents  to  do 
it,  we  will  do  it  for  two  ";  and  a  hundred  get  the  work,  and  nine  hundred 
are  turned  into  the  street,  to  drag  down  this  city  into  the  pit  ttiat  it  de- 
■erresL  (Load  applause). 

Kow,  irtiat  is  the  remedy  t  To  take  that  ti^or  by  the  throat,  and  gib- 
bet him  in  The  New  York  THhune  f  Not  at  all ;  it  does  the  women  no 
good,  and  he  does  not  deserve  it.  I  will  toll  you  what  is  to  be  done.  Be- 
hind the  door  at  which  those  women  stand  asking  for  work,  on  one  side 
stands  an  orthodox  disciple  of  St.  Paul,  and  on  the  other  a  dainty  ex- 
qnlilte;  and  the  one  says,  It  Is  not  rsUgloas,  and  the  other  says,  it  Is  not 
foshionablei  for  woman  to  be  anything  but  a  drudge.  Now,  strangle  the 
one  in  his  own  creed,  and  ^mr^ther  the  other  in  his  own  perfumes,  and 
give  to  those  thousand  women  freedom  to  toil.  Let  public  opinion  only 
grant  that,  like  their  thousand  brothers,  those  thousand  women  may  go 
ont,  and  wherever  tiiey  find  work  to  do,  do  It,  without  a  stigma  being  set 
i^n  them.  Let  the  edueatod  giil  (tf  twenty  have  ttie  same  Ubevtyto  use 
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the  p«ii,  to  pnMtlm  law,  to  wiito  books,  to  attend  the  telegraph,  to  go 
Into  the  arttst^S  studio,  to  serve  in  a  library,  to  tend  in  a  gallery  of  art,  to 
do  anything  that  her  brother  can  do.  St,  Paul  is  dead  and  rotten, 
and  ought  to  be  forgotten  —  (Applause,  laughter,  and  a  few  hisses) 
— 60  fax  as  this  doctrine  goes,  mark  you !  fmr  hts  is  the  nohUwt  flgue  in 
an  tilstory,  eiOBpt  tliat  of  Clulst,  the  hioadest  and  most  masteriy  InteU 
lect  of  any  age;  but  he  was  a  Jew  and  not  a  Christian;  he  lived  under 
Jewish  civilization  and  not  aim,  and  was  freaking  by  his  own  light,  and 
not  by  inspiration  of  rfo<l. 

This  is  all  we  claim;  and  we  claim  the  ballot  for  this  reason;  the  mo- 
ment yon  giTe  woman  power,  that  moment  men  will  see  to  it  that  she 
has  the  way  cleared  for  her.  There  are  two  sources  of  power:  one  is  eivil, 
the  ballot;  the  other  is  physical,  the  rifle.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  up- 
per classes — education,  wealth,  aristocracy,  conservatism — the  men  that 
are  in— ever  yielded,  except  to  fear.  I  think  the  hii>tory  of  the  race  shows 
that  the  upper  elassee  never  gmnted  a  privilege  to  the  lower  out  of  love. 
As  Jeremy  Bentbam  says,  **The  npper  elesfloa  nevar  yielded  a  privilege 
without  being  bullied  out  of  it."  When  man  rises  in  revolution,  with  the 
sword  in  his  right  hand,  trembling  wealth  and  conservatism  say,  "What 
do  you  want }  Take  it;  but  grant  me  my  life."  The  Duke  of  Tuscany, 
Elisabeth  Barrett  Browning  has  told  us,  swore  to  a  dosen  oonstttntlons 
when  the  Tosoans  stood  aimed  in  the  streets  of  Floranoe,  and  he  forgot 
them  when  the  AasMans  came  in  and  took  the  rifles  out  of  the  Tuscans* 
hands.  You  must  force  the  upper  classes  to  do  justice  by  physical  or  some 
other  power.  The  age  of  physical  power  is  gone,  and  we  want  to  put 
ballots  into  the  hands  of  women  

Politicel  economy  pats  in  every  man*s  hand,l>y  the  labor  of  half  a  day, 
money  enough  to  be  drunk  a  week.  There  is  one  temptation,  dragging 
down  the  possibility  of  self-government  into  the  pit  of  iinbruted  human- 
ity; and  on  rhe  otluT  side,  is  that  hideous  problem  of  modern  civilized 
life — prostitution — born  of  orthodox  scruples  and  aristocratic  fastidious- 
ncfls— bom  of  that  fastidious  denial  of  the  rig^t  of  woman  to  choose  her 
own  work,  and,  like  her  brother,  to  satiate  her  ambltiou,  her  love  of 
luxury,  her  love  of  material  gratifications,  by  fair  wages  for  fair  work. 
As  long  as  you  deny  it,  as  long  as  the  pulpit  covers  with  its  fastidious 
orthodoxy  this  question  from  the  consideration  of  the  public,  it  is  but  a 
oonesaled  brothel,  althongh  it  oaUs  itself  an  orthodox  pulpit.  (Applanse 
and  hisses).  I  know  what  I  say;  yonr  hisses  can  not  change  it.  Ghs 
clean  out  the  Gehenna  of  New  York  !  (Applause).  Go,  sweep  the  Augoaa 
stable  that  makes  New  York  the  lazar-house  of  corruption  !  You  know 
that  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  these  temptations  lies  very  much  of  the 
evil  of  modem  civilized  life.  Yon  know  that  before  them,  statesmanship 
Iblds  its  hands  In  de^air.  Here  is  a  method  by  which  to  take  eare  of  at 
least  one.  Give  men  fair  wages,  and  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hondred  will 
disdain  to  steal.  The  way  to  prevent  dishonesty  is  to  let  every  man  have 
a  field  for  his  work,  and  honest  wages;  the  way  to  prevent  licentiousness 
is  to  give  to  woman's  capacity  free  play.  Give  to  the  higher  powers  ac- 
tivity, and  they  wUl  choke  down  Uie  animal.  The  man  who  loves  think- 
ing^ disdains  to  be  the  victim  of  appetite.  It  Is  a  law  of  our  natore. 
45 
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Ciivu  tt  hundred  women  honest  wages  for  capacity  and  toil,  and  ninetj^ 
nine  out  of  the  hundred  wOl  disdain  to  win  it  by  vioe.  *nuit  ie  m  mire 
for  Uoentioasness.  (i^planse). 

I  wish  to  put  into  our  civil  life  the  element  of  woman'fj  right  to  ahape 
the  laws,  for  all  our  social  life  copies  largely  from  the  statute-boolc.  Let 
woman  dictate  at  the  capital,  let  her  say  to  Wall  Street,  M7  yote<i  on 
finance  «•  to  make  etoelu  ilae  and  fall,**  and  Wall  Street  will  sav  to 
GolnnkMa  College,  **  Open  yonr  daases  to  woman;  it  neede  be  that  ahe 
should  learn."  The  moment  yoa  give  her  the  ballot,  yon  take  bonds  of 
wealth  and  fashion  and  conservatism,  that  tiiey  will  educate  this  power, 
which  is  holding  their  interest  in  its  right  hand.  I  want  to  spike  the 
gun  of  selfishness;  or  rather,  I  want  to  double-shot  the  cannon  of  selfish- 
ness. Let  Wall  Street  s^,  "  Look  yon  1  whe&er  the  New  York  Central 
stock  shall  have  a  toll  placed  upon  it,  whether  my  milUon  shares  shall  be 
worth  pixty  cents  in  the  market  or  eighty,  depends  upon  whether  certain 
women  up  there  at  Albany  know  the  laws  of  trade  and  the  secrets  of 
political  economy" — and  Wall  Street  will  say,  "Get  out  of  the  way,  Dr. 
Adams !— absent  yourself,  Dr.  Spring  I— we  don*t  care  for  Jewish  preju- 
dices; these  wmnen  mast  have  education  1"  (Lond  applause).  Show 
me  the  necessity  in  civil  life,  and  I  will  find  you  forty  thousand  pulpits 
that  will  Httv  St.  Paul  meant  just  that.  (Renewed  applause).  Now,  I  am 
orthodox;  1  believe  in  the  Bible;  I  reverence  St.  Paul;  I  believe  his  was 
the  most  masterly  Intellect  that  Qod  ever  gave  to  the  race;  I  beliaTe  ha 
was  the  connecting  link,  bridge,  by  iHiich  the  AaiaUo  and  European 
mind  were  joined;  I  believe  that  Plato  ministers  at  his  feet;  but,  after 
all,  he  was  a  man,  and  not  God.  (Applause).  He  wa.^  limited,  and  made 
mistakes.  You  can  not  anchor  this  wectem  continent  to  the  Jewish 
footstool  of  St.  Paul;  and,  after  all,  that  Is  the  difficulty — ^religious  prej- 
udice. It  is  not  fftsliion-^we  shaU  beat  It;  It  Is  not  the  Ihstidiousness 
of  the  exquisite — we  shall  smother  it;  it  is  the  religious  prejudice,  bor- 
rowed from  a  mistaken  interpretation  of  the  New  Testament.  That  is 
the  real  Gibraltar  with  which  we  are  to  grapple,  and  my  argument  with 
that  is  simply  this:  You  left  it  when  you  founded  a  republic;  you  left  it 
when  you  inaugurated  Western  dvllisation;  we  must  g^wontof  one 
root. 

Let  me,  in  closing,  show  you.  by  one  single  anecdote,  how  mean  a  thing 
a  man  can  bo.  You  have  heard  of  Mrs.  Norton,  "the  woman  Byron,"  as 
critics  call  her — the  granddaughter  of  Sheridan,  and  the  one  on  whose 
shoulders  bis  mantle  Ins  rested-^  genius  by  right  of  inherltanee  and  by 
<3od*s  own  gift  Perhaps  yon  may  remember  that  when  the  Tories 
wanted  to  break  down  the  reform  administration  of  Lord  ISfelboume, 
they  brought  her  husband  to  feign  to  believe  his  wife  unfaithful,  and  to 
sue  her  before  a  Jury.  He  did  so,  brought  an  action,  and  an  English 
jury  said  she  was  innocent ;  and  his  own  ooonsel  has  since  admitted,  in 
writing,  under  his  own  rfgnature^  that  during  the  time  he  prosecuted 
tb&t  trial,  the  Honorable  Mr.  Norton  (for  so  he  Is  In  the  Herald's  Book) 
confessed  all  the  time  that  he  did  not  believe  a  word  against  his  wife, 
and  knew  she  was  innocent.  She  is  a  writer.  The  profits  of  her  books, 
by  the  law  of  England,  belong  to  her  husband.    She  has  not  lived  with 


L^iy  u^cj  uy  Google 


The  Tools  to  him  that  can  use  them. 


707 


bink— of  eonfsa  not,  for  ehe  is  a  woman  I — since  that  trial ;  but  the  brute 
goes  every  six  months  to  John  Murray,  and  eats  the  profits  of  the  brain 
of  the  wife  whom  he  tried  to  disgrace.  (Loud  cries  of  "shame,"  "«harae")- 
Aiid  the  law  of  Euglaud  says  it  is  right;  the  orthodox  pulpit  says,  "If 
yon  eliMkge it,  itirtllbethe pnlUag downofthe stanandBt FaoL"  Ido 
not  believe  that  the  Honorable  Mr.  Nofton  Is  half  as  near  to  the  mind  of 
St.  Pttul  as  the  Honorable  Mrs.  Norton.  I  go,  therefore,  for  woman 
having  her  right  to  her  brain,  to  her  hands,  to  her  toil,  to  her  ballot. 

The  tools  to  him  that  can  use  them  " — and  let  God  settle  the  rest.  If 
He  made  it  just  tliat  «e  ahoold  have  demooiatio  inetltatione,  then  He 
made  It  Jnit  lliat  erezybody  who  is  to  ralbr  nnder  the  law  ihould  have 
a  voice  in  making  it ;  and  if  it  is  indelicate  for  woman  to  vote,  then  let 
Him  ftop  making  women  (applause  and  laughter),  because  republicanism 
and  such  women  are  not  consistent.  1  say  it  reverently;  and  I  only  say 
It  to  show  yon  the  eibeoidity.  Why,  my  dear  man  and  woman,  we  aie 
not  to  help  God  govern  the  world  1^  telling  liee  I  He  oan  take  eare  of  it 
Himself.  If  He  made  it  Just,  you  mav  be  certain  that  He  saw  to  it  that  it 
.«hould  be  delicate;  and  you  need  not  insert  your  little  tiny  roots  of  fas- 
tidious delicacy  into  the  great  giant  rifts  of  God's  world — they  are  only 
in  the  way.  (Applause). 

The  first  evening  SMsion  was  called  to  order  at  7^  o'clock.  The 
President  in  the  chair.  The  audience  was  very  large,  the  hall  being 
uncomfortably  full,  and  the  attention  unremitting  and  profound. 
The  most  excellent  order  was  preserved  ;  the  raeetin?,  in  this  re- 
spect, furnishing  a  marked  and  gratifying  contrast  with  the  evening 
flessions  of  the  last  two  years  at  Mozart  Hall. 

Mrs.  Rose,  from  the  Business  Connnittec,  presented  a  serieti  of 
resolutiouB*,  which  were  read  by  Alibjj  Anthony.    Kiiisabuth  Cadj 

*  AtoiNd;  That  InasmBdi  as  msn,  In  the  piogNMof  hte  derelepuent,  Ibnnd  tint  «t 

each  advancing  step  new  wants  demanded  new  ricrlit*,  and  naturally  walked  out  of  those 
pUcM,  ciutomt,  creeds,  and  laws  that  Id  any  way  crippled  aud  trammeled  hia  freedom 
of  fhonght,  yrorHL,  or  aetloti,  It  to  his  duty  to  stsad  aside  and  taave  to  woman  the  aama 
rigbta — to  prow  up  Into  whatever  the  laws  of  her  being  demand. 

Itemdved,  That  iDaamoch  as  on  woman  are  impoaad  \ij  her  Creator  the  daUes  of  self- 
•npport  and  sslf'deftnse,  and  by  goYenunsttt  the  xesponslbimigs  of  taxation  and  penaltlea 
of  violated  law,  ahe  should  be  prataetad  In  bar  natnral,  Inallansbis  ffghts,  and  seeimd  hi 
all  the  prlrlleges  of  citizen  ship. 

Retotved,  That  we  demand  a  fall  recognition  of  our  eqnal  rights,  drll  and  poliUcal— no 
special  leKislation  can  satisfy  oa — the  eojoyment  of  a  right  to-day  Is  no  uecurity  that  it 
will  be  continued  to-morrow,  so  long  as  it  to  granted  to  ns  by  a  pilvttciged  class,  and  not 
secured  to  us  as  a  sacred  right. 

Whbbbas,  the  essenos  €f  repnbllcan  libertj  to  the  principle  that  noctasa  ahaO  depend 
for  its  rights  on  the  mercy  or  Justice  of  any  other  class,  therefore, 

Jissofoed,  That  woman  demands  her  right  to  the  Jury-box  and  the  ballot,  that  she  may 
have,  aa  man  haa,  the  means  of  her  own  protection  !n  her  own  hands. 

Rfiwivtd,  Ttiat  woman,  In  consenting  to  remain  in  any  organization  or  church  where 
ahe  haa  no  voice  in  the  choice  of  officers,  trustees,  or  pastor— no  right  of  protest  against 
fdae  doelitnss  or  wstloii— la  wantfaig  In  a  pamper  Bdf'ieqwek|laflHitd|gidtjwblcii,aaa 
phUsnthroptot  and  a  Chrtotlan,  she  shoold  ever  manifest. 
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Stanton  was  the  first  speaker  of  the  evening.    Bj  particular  request 
she  gave  the  same  address  recently  delivered  before  the  Legiskture 
at  Albany,  and  was  foUowed  by  Emeatine  L.  Boae  with  one  of  ber 
logical  and  oooTincing  argumeots. 
Saean  B.  Anthony  ihoi  read  the  following  letters : 

LETTEB  FBOM  HON.  OE&RIT  SMITH. 

£lizabbth  OJlDT  Staxton:  Pktkbboro\  May  8,  1860. 

If  T  TSRT  BBAB  CtoOBOr  >-It  is  proper  that  one  of  the  flrat  Men  wfaf  cb 
I  write  in  my  new  lifls^  ataonid  be  to  the  eonsin  whose  vleira  are  most  in 

harmony  with  mf  own.  I  call  it  my  new  life,  because  I  have  come  up  into 
it  from  the  gates  of  death.  May  it  prove  a  new  life  also,  in  being  a  flur 
better  and  nobler  one  than  that  which  I  had  hitherto  lived  I 

I  wake  up  with  joy  to  see  my  old  fsUoW'^aboxwrs  still  in  Hielr  woi^  off 
honoring  0od,  in  benefiting  and  blessing  men.  Tonr  own  seal  for  tnitli 
is  unabated.  I  see  that  yoo  are  still  laboring  to  free  the  slave  from  bis 
chains,  and  woman  from  her  sooial,  civil,  and  political  disabilities;  and 
to  preserve  both  man  and  woman  from  defihug  and  debasing  themselves 
with  intoxioating  liquors  and  tobaooo.  Preoioas  reforms  are  these  which 
have  enlisted  yoar  powers  I  It  is  trae  that  they  do  not  oover  tim  wh<^» 
ground  of  relifl^oos  dnty.  Bat  it  is  also  trae  that  the  religion,  wfaieh, 
like  the  current  one,  opposes  or  ignores  them  all,  is  spurious;  and  so, 
too,  that  the  roll^ion  which  opposf>s  or  ignores  anyone  of  them  is  always 
sadly  dtifectivo,  if  not  always  spurious. 

Please  add  ti^e  indosed  draft  for  |tB  to  the  fnnd  for  serving  the  eaas» 
of  woman's  rights.  To  no  better  caoae  ean  money,  -time,  or  talents  ba 
appropriated.  I  am  in  high  health,  compared  with  any  I  have  onjovf  d 
since  the  succossion  of  my  frightful  dise^tscs,  beg'im  two  and  a  half  years 
ago.  My  nerves,  however,  are  still  weak,  and  most  of  the  year  1859  is 
Still  Aill  of  eonfdiion  and  darkness  to  me. 

Tonr  friend  and  eondn,  Gbbbit  Smzth. 

LBITEB  FROM  FKANOIS  JACKSON,  ESQ 

Luc¥  Stoxs:  Boston,  May  6,  1860. 

Dbar  Fbibho:— I  intend  to  be  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  AmerieaQ 
Anti-Slavery  Soeiety,  bat  my  engegemmts  are  soeh  that  I  shall  not  stop 

£amived,  That  we  from  this  platfurm  lu6tructour  legal  represenUlivud  to  in&kc  uo  more 
•ppropftattoot  to  etdtogas  for  boys  txdwlvdf.  Now  that  we  are  lan;e  property  holdeie 
and  tiLx-]>nyer^,  we  protest  againet  the  injuotice  of  being  oompeUed  to  build  Slid  endow 
coUefea  loto  which  we  are  forbidden  to  eoter. 

iftnehwt,  ThiiwasdvlBe  woasDtoai^lytottietnMteesiiidlMtdsorpabllellbnt^ 
naileries  of  art,  and  8lnillar  institutions,  for  employment  aa  clerks  und  attendant*,  thua 
Mcarlng  tu  tbemtelTea,  when  admitted,  a  more  liberal  means  of  support,  and  fumlahin^ 
a  ateppiug-atoM  to  other  oecapaUona. 

Eetolved,  That  we  return  thanka  to  the  Legislature  of  N'ew  York  for  lt«  acts  of  justice 
to  woman  daring  the  lost  seasion.  But  the  work  ia  not  yet  done.  We  stUi  claim  the 
ballot,  the  right  of  trial  by  a  Jury  of  our  own  peers,  the  eootrol  and  ewlody  of  ottr  pei^ 
•ooa  in  marriage,  and  an  equal  right  to  the  joint  eamlngi  of  the  co-partoerahip.  The 
geOfT-npbical  poaitlon  and  political  ]>ower  of  New  Yoric  make  her  example  aupmae; 
hence  we  feel  aaaoied  that  when  ahe  la  right  onythia  question,  our  work  la  done. 
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long  enough  in  New  Tork  to  attend  your  meeting  of  Woman's  BigfaU.  I 
berawith  ineloM  70a  $90  to  help  tbe  eanee  along.    FBAjran  Jacbbov. 

Hon.  Erastus  D.  Culver,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  being  present 
among  that  portion  of  the  andience  seated  upon  the  platform,  was 
recognized  and  loadlj  called  for,  and  came  forwa^xl  in  reeponae  to 
the  call,  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Pkesidbnt,  Ladibs,  and  Gbxtlbmbn:— 'Riey  used  to  have,  io  old 
timee,  In  iSa»  eoantiy  wbme  I  was  Immght  up,  a  minleter,  yrhOy  •Sbm  de* 
llvering  his  sermon,  wonld  call  upon  some  brother  to  get  np  and  make 

the  application.  Now,  I  mnt  to  give  you  an  application  of  what  I  have 
heard  to-night,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  providence  in  it.  This 
very  day,  since  I  opened  my  court  this  morning,  three  ciises  have  come 
in  review  before  me,  each  one  of  them  directly  connected  with  the  sub- 
Jeet  matter  of  this  evening's  de]ibefiath»s,  and  witli  the  law  whieh  has 
been  aUnded  to  to-n]|^t.  The  first  was  tiie  ease  of  a  woman  who  had 
brought  a  suit,  in  conjunction  with  her  husband  (as  she  had  (O  do,  as 
the  law  was)  against  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  for  personal  injuries,  reoei>^d 
by  falling  into  a  hole;  and  on  the  first  trial,  it  was  found  very  difficult  to 
make  out  the  case,  because  we  were  obliged  to  exclude  the  woman  as  a 
witness.  If  her  husband  had  iUlen  into  that  hole,  and  hwt  his  side, 
making  him  a  etipple  for  life,  he  might  ham  bnnight  a  suit,  and  he 
would  have  been  by  law  a  competent  witness:  but  his  wife  was  not;  and 
as  he  was  not  with  her  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  of  course  he  could  not 
testify.  To-day  the  case  came  on  again,  and  they  were  making  a  very 
poor  show  at  proving  the  accident,  when  the  lawyer  for  the  lady  said,  "  I 
will  offsr  the  lady  as  a  witness."  Tiie  other  lawyer  started  np  (he  Is  an 
old  fbgy,  who  does  not  keep  up  with  the  times)  and  said,  "  She  is  a  party 
out  of  sight  in  law;  in  law,  sho  is  one  of  the  invi.siblos";  when,  to  my 
great  surprise  and  joy  (for  1  had  lost  track  of  it  myself)  the  lady's  lawyer 
pulled  out  from  his  pocket  a  slip  from  a  newspaper,  which  contained  the 
soble  law  of  tiw S0&  of  Maioli,  IMO,  and  that  law  sagri  that  '*any  niar> 
vied  woman  may  bring  and  inaintain  an  action  In  her  own  name  for 
damages  against  any  person  or  body  corporate  for  any  injury  to  hor  por- 
flon  or  character."  That  obviated  the  diflBculty.  The  law  was  handed 
to  the  opposite  lawyer,  and  when  he  had  read  it  through,  with  a  frown  on 
tiis  face,  he  said,  ill-naturedly,  "If  your  honor  please,  it  is  so;  they  have 
emancipated  the  women  fhnn  aO  obligations  to  their  hnsbands.*  Now, 
Just  look  at  that  old  preenmption  of  law,  that  a  married  woman 
could  not  tell  the  truth,  even  in  a  matter  about  which  she  knew  better 
than  any  one  else,  on  the  groond  that  she  was  a  /euM  covert,  and  was 
nil — nothing  I 

That  was  one  case.  Another  was  that  of  a  woman  who  made  a  bitter 
eomplaint  against  her  hasbsnd,  sayli^r  that  he  had  become  a  dronkard, 

and  was  squandering  her  estate,  and  threatened  to  take  their  two  ehiU 

dren  away.  I  signed  the  writ,  and  the  husband  and  two  children  were 
brought  in.  He  addressed  the  Court  in  his  own  defence,  and  I  have 
not  heard  such  eloquence  in  court  for  many  a  year.   He  told  how  he 
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lOTod  his  wife,  how  devoMl  he  wm,  and  tiiat  It  woald  vain  htm  for  mr 

to  be  separated  from  her.  He  said  to  his  lawyer,  "  Do  you  keep  still;  I 
can  talk  better  than  you  can."  "  Now,"  said  he  to  the  Court,  "  I  adjure 
yon,  by  the  feelingw  of  a  father  and  a  man,  restore  to  me  my  wife  and 
children  1  Do  not  disgrace  me  in  this  way  ! "  All  present  were  deeply 
aflRMted,  and  tt  eeemed  as  If  he  had  eanied  the  people  with  him,  whether 
he  had  the  Court  or  not.  His  speeeh  soonded  admixably ;  but  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  that  when  his  wife's  turn  came,  ehe  had  not  spoken  five  minutes 
before  she  had  taken  the  wind  entirely  out  of  his  sails.  ' '  I  wjus  married," 
she  said,  eleven  years  ago,  and  not  a  fortnight  after,  he  beat  me,  and 
left  his  hralaee  upon  me.  He  has  pawned  all  mj  olotties,  every  thing  I 
have  In  tha  house  has  been  pledged,  and  I  am  left  destltnte;  and  here, 
your  honor,  are  the  wounds  upon  my  head,  here  are  the  bmises  that  he 
has  left.  I  can  not  live  with  him  any  longer;  I  can  not  be  reconciled, 
until  be  abjures  mm  and  oomes  home  resolved  to  live  a  sober  life." 
** Well,"  said  the  hnsbaad's  lawyer,  "we  elalm  our  paiamooni  rights— 
that  the  Hither  shall  have  the  eostody  of  the  ddtdfen."  Then  eame  up 
this  very  law  again,  and  this  lawyer  was  as  much  surprised  as  the  one  to 
whom  I  first  referred.  There  is  a  clause  in  that  law  which  declares  that, 
from  tills  time  forward,  there  shall  be  no  such  thing  as  "  paramount 
rights."  It  Is  declared  in  that  statute  that  from  this  day  **eveiy  married 
woman  is  eonstltated  and  deelarsd  to  be  the  Joint  goaidian  of  her  ehil- 
dren,  with  equal  powers,  rights,  and  duties  in  regard  to  tbem,  with  her 
husband."  In  view  of  that  law.  I  said,  "  I  can  not  take  the  children  away 
from  the  mother;  she  has  Just  as  much  right  to  them  as  her  hu.sband. 
and  if  she  says  she  must  have  them,  I  wUl  let  her  have  them."  (Ix>ad 
applause). 

Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  have  never  been  identlded  with  this 
Woman's  Rights  movement,  but  I  tell  you  what  it  in,  wo  have  got  to  ad- 
mit some  things.  We  have  got  to  admit  that  these  indefatigable- laborers, 
amid  obloquy  and  reproach,  in  Churoh  and  State,  by  bolToons  and  by 
mmi,  have  at  last  set  the  under^unent  in  motion.  The  statute-book  Is 
their  vindication  to-night.  The  last  measure  passed  has  relieved  woman, 
to  a  great  extent,  fron\  the  disabilities  under  which  she  was  placed.  I 
am  one  who  believes  that  she  may  ^^o  torwurd.  There  will  come  a  time, 
friends,  when  we  sliail  see  the  buiiot-bojc  open,  and  one  particular  de- 
partment (as  we  have  at  tiie  postH>fllee)  where  the  ladies  will  all  march 
np  and  vote.  (Applause,  and  a  few  hlssss).  Now,  yon  men  that  hiss,  yon 
would  like  to  have  them  help  you  elect  your  candidate  this  year,  wouldn't 
you  ?  1  wish  mo^t  nincerely  that  they  could  help  elect  our  Republican 
candidate.  (Applause).  There  is  to  be  a  still  further  advance  in  this 
mattsr.  I  do  not  tUnk  It  «t  all  degrading  to  say,  that  there  will  eome 
a  time  when  ladies  will  sit  in  the  jury-box,  to  pass  upon  certain  eases 
that  oome  particularly  within  their  sphere ;  and  I  will  say  (now  that  I  am 
off  the  bench)  that  they  would  make  better  Judges  than  some  who  are 
on  the  benches  now.    (LMighter  and  applause). 

Mrs.  Ro8B  added:  I  have  been  most  happy  to  hear  the  remarlcs  of 
Jndge  Colver.  Who  ean  donbt  onr  sneeess,  when  Judges,  and  noble 
ones,  too—for  It  Is  only  noble  ones  who  are  ready  to  identity  themselves 
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with  this  oaase  before  It  beoomes  fully  eaccessfol — come  forward  to  en* 
dorse  our  movement  1  All  we  now  have  to  do  is,  to  continue  in  the  good 
cause,  and,  depend  upon  it,  the  time  will  come  when  we  shall  look  back 
to  this  last  spring's  enactment  of  the  Legislature,  as  the  commaiifieiiMnt 
of  thexeol '^good^aeoming.**  ButwehAvaTetaomodotlestoperfonii* 
What  we  have  gained,  has  not  been  gained  without  labor.  Freedom,  my 
friends,  does  not  come  from  the  clouds,  like  a  meteor;  it  does  not  bloom 
in  one  night ;  it  does  not  come  without  great  efforts  and  great  sacritlces ; 
all  who  love  liberty,  have  to  labor  for  it.  We  expect  that  from  this  hour, 
yoa  will  aU  help  ub  to  work  oat  that  n^ocioiu  ^oUam,  whathar  or  not 
woman  can  govern  herself  qtiite  as  well  aa  man  can  govern  her.  Give 
U8  the  elective  franchise,  and  we  a#ik  for  no  more.  When  we  have  ob- 
tained that,  it  shall  be  our  fifcolt  if  we  do  not  take  ail  the  rights  we  now 
claim.  (Applause). 

BUBABBEH  Joms  sald  i  Tha  adoption  of  tha  plana  now  proposed  iroold 
piaaa  woman  abora  the  naanarity  of  any  mareanaiy  mawiagaa.  Shaaonld 
leave  her  fatherV  home  if  she  didn't  like  it,  and  engage  in  bualnaBa  and 
support  herself.    Who  cared  for  the  husband  of  Jenny  Lind,  or  of  Mrs, 
Norton  ?   It  was  not  necessary  for  Florence  Nightingale,  Harriet  Hos- 
mer,  or  BUiabath  Blaokwall  to  marry  to  secure  the  world's  consideration. 
Tha  wife  should  ha-vo  aqnal  and  Joint  proprlatoraUp  with  har  hnaband. 
Two  brothers,  John  and  Henry,  go  to  California  and  form  a  partnership; 
John  cooks  while  Henry  digs.  Henry  finds  one  day  a  lump  of  gold  worth 
a  hundred  dollars.    Will  he  pay  John  fifty  cents  for  cooking,  and  take 
the  rest  himself  {    Of  course  not;  he  will  divide  with  him.   So  the  hus- 
hand  abonld  regard  tha  proparty  that  ha  aoanmnlatea  aa  ownad  by  hia 
wife  Jointly  and  equally  with  himaalf.  Woman  would  hava  har  rights, 
let  man  do  what  he  might.    She  asked  no  rights  from  man,  for  man  had 
none  to  give  her — none  to  spare  from  himself.   Satan  promised  Jesus  all 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the  glory  of  them,  if  He  would  fall  down 
and  worahip  him;  bat  it  waa  wall  known  that  tha  p«K>r  davil  had  not 
a  foot  to  glm  And  so  man  aoold  glva  no  rights  to  woman.  Sba  waa 
bom  with  rights,  and  only  wanted  man  to  recognize  them.   Her  purpose 
was  to  demand  them  persistently,  or,  if  need  be,  like  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  die  in  the  last  ditch  before  she  surrendered  them.  (Applause). 

Rev.  Samuel  Longfellow,  of  Hrookljn,  N,  Y.,  brother  of  the 
poet,  was  next  introduced,  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mrs.  PRKSIUKNT :— It  might  seem,  that  on  a  platform  like  this,  when  a 
woman  speaks,  her  presence  is  not  merely  a  plea  and  an  argument,  but 
also  a  prool  Whan  a  woman  speaks,  and  spaaks  wall,  speaks  so  aa  to 
intere.st  and  moTe  and  persuade  men,  there  is  no  need  of  any  argument 
back  of  that  to  prove  that  she  has  the  liberty  and  the  right,  and  that  it 
is  a  part  of  her  sphere  to  do  it.  She  luis  done  it;  and  that  of  itself  is  tlie 
whole  argument — both  premise  and  conclusion  in  one.  And  i  think  if 
thara  wara  nona  hat  man  prasant  hara,  It  would  ba  battar  that  only 
woman  ahoold  spaak;  Ibr  thara  is  a  snbtla  powar  whiah  God  Implanted 
fkom  tha  first  In  wcnnan  ovar  man,  so  that  tha  thooght  of  hw  mind  and 
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the  tone  of  her  Toloe  are  more  powerfol  over  iu  tiian  almort  uny  man,  be 
he  eloquent  as  he  may ;  but  not  only  men  are  here,  but  womeiii  elao; 
and  an  our  friend  who  has  just  epoken  hae  addieaeed  herself  to  men,  I 

will  address  myself  to  women. 

I  have  often  thought  that  the  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  fall  allowance  and 
reeogaitioii  of  woman's  right  to  etand  dde  bj  dde  irtih  man  hi  aU  tbe 
department H  of  life,  and  to  add  her  feminine  inflneneeand  fiber  twined 
in  with  man's  influence  and  fiber,  in  all  things  that  are  thought  and  done, 
that  the  obstAclo  lay  more  in  woman  than  in  man.  I  have  often  thought 
that  meu  were  more  willing  to  accept  these  ideas  and  grant  these  claimB 
tban  women  were  even  to  make  the  elataaB  tot  themselvee;  and  I  haye  no 
doubt  that  those  women  who  have  labored,  tiinragfa  so  mndi  dUBenl^, 
through  so  much  pcorn  and  obloquy,  in  behalf  of  these  simple  rights,  will 
tell  you  that  they  have  often  found  the  greatest  opposition  among  their 
own  sex. 

The  simple  proportion  whkh,  It  eeeme  to  me,  inolades  tiie  whole  of 
this  matter,  is,  what  I  eboold  eall  a  self-orident  trath-^that  in  all  depart- 
ments of  life,  men  and  women,  made  from  the  first  to  be  co-mates  and 

partner?,  should  stand  side  by  side,  and  work  hand  to  hand.  Not  be- 
cause men  and  women  are  identical,  not  because  they  are  not  different, 
but  because  they  are  different;  because  eaeh  has  a  special  quaUty  running 
tbroogh  the  whole  oiganiwtifm  of  the  man  and  the  woman,  whieh  qoattty 
is  needed  to  make  a  complete  manhood  and  womanhood.  And  then  there 
is  another  proposition,  which  is  this:  that  whatever  any  human  being 
can  do  well,  that  being  has  a  right  to  do,  and  the  ability  of  any  person 
marks  the  sphere  of  that  person.  ("  Hear  "—"  hear ").  This,  I  say,  I 
eoont  to  be  strfetlj  a  self-evident  propositton.  (Applause).  If  yon  want 
to  know  what  the  level  of  water  is  at  any  particular  spot  upon  the  ftuie 
of  the  earth,  you  do  not  force  the  water  up  with  a  force-pump,  you  do 
not  build  a  ^ruat  reservoir  with  high  stone  walls,  to  hold  it,  you  simply 
leave  it  alone,  and  it  finds  its  level.  So,  if  you  want  to  know  what  is  the 
true  sphere  of  man  or  woman,  Just  leave  ttie  man  or  the  woman  alone, 
and  the  natural  law,  and  the  divine  law,  whieh  oan  not  be  broken,  and 
which  are  as  sure  In  the  moral  and  human  world  as  they  are  in  the  ex* 
ternal  world,  will  settle  the  matter.  If  you  want  to  know,  really  and 
sincerely,  what  woman's  sphere  is,  leave  her  unhampered  and  untram- 
meled,  and  her  own  powers  will  find  that  sphere.  She  may  make  mis- 
takes, and  try,  as  man  often  does,  to  do  things  whieh  she  can  not,  but 
the  experimeot  will  settle  the  matter;  and  nothing  can  be  more  abi^urd 
than  for  man,  espocially,  n  priori,  to  establish  the  limits  which  shall 
bound  woman's  sphere,  or  for  woman,  as  a  mere  matter  of  speculation,  to 
debate  what  her  sphere  shall  be,  since  the  natural  laws  are  revealed,  uot 
to  speeolatlon,  but  to  aetion. 

^e  obstacle  to  the  {nogiess  of  tbe  simple  Ideas  which  underlie  this  move- 
ment, and  to  their  being  carried  out  into  praetioe,  I  take  to  be  nothing  else 
than  this — the  vis  inertice  of  prejudice,  the  dead-weight  of  the  customary 
and  familiar — ^that  which  has  been;  and  that  is  simply  the  dead- weight 
which  hangs  upon  tlie  wheels  of  eveiy  movemeot  of  reform.  A  thing  has  not 
not  been,  it  is  not  eoetomacjr,  it  is  strange,  it  distnibs  onr  oidinaiy  modes  of 
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thonrfht,  (uid  we  will  have  notliinf^  to  <lo  with  it.  When  yon  are  driving  with  your 
carriage  along  the  track  of  the  horse-railroad,  your  wheels  run  very  <nioothly ;  but 
if  you  are  obliged  to  turn  out,  it  wrenches  the  wheels  and  jars  your  carriage ;  and 
the  deiper  t1i«  roto,  fhe  more  dtotaibaDoe  sad  troable  win  yon  have  if  you  tre 
obliged  to  moTe  oat  of  them.  We  all  move  in  tlie  rats  of  habit  and  cnatoiii ; 
and  it  disturbs  and  troubles  us  to  be  asked  to  more  out  of  them — to  do  or  think 
anything  unusual.  This  inertuB  is  what  stands  in  the  way,  first  and  most  of 
all,  of  the  success  of  this  movement,  of  the  reception  of  these  ideas,  as  of  every 
Other  moTement  of  reform.  And  this  dead-weight  of  prejudice,  this  imertuB 
of  old  and  traditlooal  tiionght^  is  coocentvated  is  tlda  plmwa,  vttered  with 
tones  of  indiffnrcncc  or  with  tones  of  self  satisfaction  and  pride,  **!  think,  ftxt 
my  part,  that  woman's  sphere  is  home."  Thii?  phrase  you  hear  evervwhere — ^in 
the  parlors,  in  the  streets,  in  conventions,  and  in  pulpits,  and  read  in  books — 
*•  Woman's  sphere  is  home  1 "  (Applause).  "  Well,  is  it  not  ? some  one  asks 
among  you,  perhaps.  Now,  I  have  no  dcttre  to  deny  that  the  home  is  fo^ 
woman,  as  Amt  man,  the  most  nolile  sphere  of  Hft.  I  am  anre  that  tiicfe  is  not 
one  who  will  stand  upon  this  platform,  or  speak  or  write  in  this  cause,  who  will 
deny  that;  not  one  but  will  df  clare  that  they  ronnt  home  a  sacred  and  noble 
sphere  for  woman,  m  for  man — a  sphere  for  grand  and  high  influence,  for  noble 
consecration  and  devoted  work;  whether  it  be  the  simple  duties  of  house- 
keeping, which  a  high  and  ealtiTatod  aonl  can  make  boantUtal  bj  tho  spirit  in 
which  they  are  done— or  whether  it  bo  die  esra  tit  diiltai  and  tlw  training 
up  of  the  yoathfhl  mind  into  noble  thonght  and  preparation  for  noble  action, 
which  is  a  sphere  so  high,  that  none  of  us,  perhaps,  know  how  high  it  is— or 
whether  it  be  as  the  friend  and  comforter,  cncouragcr  and  inspirer,  to  all  things 
noble  in  thought  and  grand  in  action,  of  man.  But  if  borne  be  the  sphere  of 
woman — as  none  of  ns  deny  or  donbt  fbr  a  moment— If  it  be  a  aphera  fan 
woman  high  and  noble,  and  to  some  altogether  sufltoient  to  boond  thrir  capao- 
itie'«  and  bound  their  desires,  it  is  also  a  sphere  for  man — a  sphere  which  he 
altogether  too  much  neglects,  not  knowing  how  high  and  noble  it  if!,  and  that 
his  duty  lies  at  home,  however  much  he  ignores  it,  with  his  wife  and  with  his 
children.  Bnt  when  it  is  said  that  home  is  wonaa^  only  sphere — and  that  is 
what  is  meant— it  is  simply  a  mistake ;  it  is  simply  a  narrow  statement;  Tske 
the  very  woman  who  says  this.  As  she  passes  along  the  street,  she  sees  a 
placard  for  a  Woman's  Rights  meeting, and  witli  scornful  lip  she  says,  "I  think 
woman's  sphere  is  home" — and  goes  promenading  up  and  down  the  street  to 
meet  acquaintances,  and  spends  all  the  morning  iu  shopping — because  woman's 
sphere  is  homo  I  (Apphinse  and  laughter).  And  after  dinner,  she  says  to  her ' 
husband,  "Where  ahaU  we  go  this  ereningf "  **I  think  we  win  go  to  the 
opera,^  he  says;  and  so  she  leaves  the  children  with  the  servant,  and  spends 
half  the  night  at  the  opera,  bccauso  woman's  sphere  is  home  !  (Laughter).  On 
Sunday  she  goes  to  church  morning  and  evening,  because  woman's  sphere  is 
home !  aud  during  the  week  goes  to  concerts  and  lectures  and  balls,  perhaps,  be- 
cause woman's  sphere  is  home  t  This  is  the  answer  to  be  giren  to  idl  those  who 
claim  that  woman  can  do  nothing  but  attend  to  household  afiirs,  or  to  thoM 
duties  which  are  called  especially  the  duties  of  home.  No  woman  attends  to  these 
Utterly.  No  woman  need  neglect  the  duties  of  home  in  order  to  fulfill  dntie«j  in 
a  wider  sphere.  It  takes  as  much  time  to  sit  and  hear  a  lecture  as  to  stand  aud 
deliver  it ;  to  ait  and  hear  a  concert  as  to  stand  beibte  the  andience  and  ring. 


Digitized  by  Google 


714  History  of  Woman  Suffrage, 


There  is  time  enough,  tad  if  one  bee  %  talent  for  either,  that  it  the  ephcte  fat 

bim  or  her. 

But  when  this  claim  is  made  that  woman  a  sphere  is  at  home,  it  is  quite  for* 
gotten  how  meny  women  there  are  who  hnve  not  impoeed  upon  them  the  caree 
ofehone;  wliet nmaben there  are wboaienotnt thehetdof  funitiee;  what 

nmnben  there  are  who  have  not  these  domestio  tlea  to  call  opon  them  Ibr  eflbrt ; 
and  it  is  also  forgotten  how  many  there  arc  who  can  not  possibly  always  remain 
at  home,  because  upon  their  going  forth  depends  the  getting  of  the  money  that 
shall  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  home — that  shall  bring  the  clothing  and  the 
bread  that  are  to  supply  the  bome'a  outward  wants.  To  do  this,  theae  women 
must  go  from  their  bomea;  and  oh  I  bundveda  and  thousands  of  wwUng-wonen 
in  this  city  are  women  whose  sphere  can  not  be  home  alone.  It  is  upon  this 
ground  that  there  is  pressed  home  opon  us  the  consideration  of  the  demands  for 
a  wider  sphere  of  work  for  woman,  that  she  shall  not  be  cut  off  from  this  and 
that  meana  of  getting  a  ttviag,  wbieh  are  Ikeely  opened  to  man,  bat  ftom  wblcb 
woman  ia  eidnded,  through  prqJndioeB  and  ftara.  Let  tiie  wide  apbere  itf  work 
be  opened  to  woman,  that  she  may  select  from  it,  just  as  man  does,  whatever 
her  strength  and  skill  are  sufficient  for  her  to  accomplish.  She  is  not  to  be  shut 
up,  it  is  claimed,  and  justly,  to  a  few  poor,  small,  and  wretchedly -paid  employ- 
mant^  by  whioli  abe  can,  wltii  her  own  Innda  and  ddll,  gain  n  living,  but  ii  to 
be  allowed  and  enonnnged  to  open  to  hen^  ovny  variety  of  employment 
wherein  abe  shall  be  paid  an  equal  sum  with  that  which  man  is  paid  for  doing 
the  same  work;  a  claim  which  ha.s  been  too  lon^  ignored  and  set  aside,  but 
which  will  press  itself  until  its  manifest  justice  shall  compel  its  admission.  The 
woman  who  has  not  the  care  of  a  family  is  to  be  encouraged  to  expand  her 
powers,  her  talenta,  and  genina,  and  to  apply  tiiem  to  the  pnrpoee  of  seenring  • 
livelihood,  without  any  obstacle  whatever  being  put  in  the  way ;  for  when  we 
talk  of  man's  sphere  and  woman's  sphere,  it  is  all  a  farce.  There  is  no  one 
sphere  fitted  for  all  men,  any  more  than  for  all  women.  Some  men  can  not 
make  good  business  men,  and  must  fail  if  they  try  \  and  huuic  men  can  not  pos- 
sibly write  books,  or  preach,  or  apeak  in  pnUic,  and  mast  flul  if  they  try.  They 
do  not  try,  becanae  they  have  wladom  enongb  to  know  that  they  could  not 
succeed.  So  it  will  be  with  women.  People  commonly  think,  that  if  you 
grant  this  claim  of  woman's  right  to  make  her  own  sphere,  that  all  women  will 
immediately  rush  into  public  speaking,  and  be  crowdinj^  to  the  platform,  or  into 
the  pulpit,  or  writing  booka,  or  oarving  sUtuc8»  or  painting  pictorea.  There  ia 
not  the  alighteat  danger  of  that  Of  conrae,  if  either  of  thcae  ia  the  true  sphere 
of  any  woman,  she  ought  to  go  there ;  bat  thoae  who  have  not  a  talent  fi>r  theae 
things  will  not  try  them. 

If  the  right  to  vote  was  granted  to  woman — from  which  I  do  nut  %ea  how  we 
can  escape— I  do  not  suppoee  that  all  women  would  go  to  the  polls,  for  I  know 
that  many  man  do  not,  althoqgb  they  have  mneb  to  say  about  the  great  privi- 
lege which  every  man  enjoys,  of  having  a  voice  in  tiie  government,  and  the 
responsibility  of  a  voter.  Things  would  remain  much  as  now  it  to-morrow 
earery  obstacle  were  removed  from  woman^s  path.  Only  gradually  would  the 
change  occur,  as  individual  after  individual  found  larger  room  for  action  than 
that  in  which  abe  ia  now  pent  Aa  tbia  dlecasalcn  baa  been  going  on,  woman 
after  woman  has  been  enlarging  the  sphere  allowed  her.  Women  write 
admirable  booka,  paint  admirable  pictures,  chisel  admirable  statne^,  make 
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most  excellent  «od  well-instructed  pbysidam.  WcMDta  ue  doing  eycrjtbing 
which  it  !•  now  daimid  fb^  hftte  the  right  to  do,  except  Toting,  which  they 

•re  sot  yet  permitted  to  do  ;  and  I  am  not  sure,  in  regard  to  that,  that  the  beat 
plan  would  not  be,  as  onr  Platonic  friend  in  New  England  once  Raid,  for  the 
women  to  go  quietly  and  vote,  without  waiting  to  be  asked  or  told  that  they 
would  be  permitted  to  do  so.  To  be  sure,  he  said,  their  TOtea  could  not  bo 
coonted,  bat  there  th^y  would  be,  nd  tb^  would  hwre  their  force.  He 
thought  that  the  moral  iifliieiioe  of  tiioee  Totes  would  go  a  great  ways,  and 
it  is  quite  po^ible  that  they  would  have' that  effect.  But  I  hope,  whether  in 
tlitit  way  or  8ome  other — perhaps  before  that  step  is  taken — men  will  be  led 
to  see,  that  in  the  sphere  of  politics,  as  well  as  in  the  sphere  of  literature  and 
art,  woDian*e  influence  ia  ikeded;  end  all  tiie  oljeoHone  that  are  made  to 
woman^e  voting  are  of  the  most  trivial  character,  that  would  not  stand  n  day 
before  any  serious  desire  that  she  should  liriTf>  hvr  simple  right  in  this  matter, 
su  far  as  8he  chooses  to  claim  it  And  her  right  lies  simply  in  these  old  propo- 
sitions, so  dear  to  oojt  fathers — upon  which  they  stood  and  fought  an  eight 
yeara*wii^-**Taintioa  without  representation  is  tyranny,**  and  that  "all  joat 
powen  of  goTcmaient  are  derived  flom  <he  consent  of  tlie  goremkL"  And 
there  Is  nothing  in  these  two  propositions  which  confines  their  application  to 
man ;  there  is  nothing  in  them  which  doe8  not  demand  that  woman  should  be 
included  as  well  as  man.  Wherever  woman  is  taxed,  she  has  a  right  to  vote,  by 
tbia  ftandamentd  prindpfe  of  onr  go?«nnient ;  and  wherever  ahe  is  I^dated 
ftr  and  governed,  ahe  ia  entitled  to  a  v<rice  in  tliat  legialation  and  government. 

This  ia  n  veiy  simple  matter.  To-daj,  it  ia  only  a  question  of  time, 
when,  from  a  matter  of  speculation,  it  will  l>ecome  a  matter  of  fact,  the  details 
of  which  can  be  managed  as  well  as  anything  in  the  world.  Women  will 
not  be  obliged  to  enter  into  a  scramble  with  dirty  and  fighting  men  at  the 
polb-^oqgh  it  ia  poarible,  if  ahe  went  wliere  each  men  are,  they  would  be  put 
on  thrir  good  manners,  and  be  aa  welUbebaved  as  anybody ;  but  she  could  have 
a  separate  place  to  vote,  and  go  to  the  polls  as  quietly,  and  with  as  little  loss  of 
time,  as  she  now  goes  to  the  p<:'8t-office,  or  walks  the  streets,  where  rough,  rude 
men  congregate,  but  where  she  has  enough  room  to  go  and  purchase  her  silks 
and  aatina  and  laces  in  Broadway.  (Applause).  I  congratulate  those  wh0| 
taking  an  interest  in  this  cauae^  espoused  it  when  it  was  a  great  croas  to  bear~ 
who  took  it  up  with  the  simple  courage  of  woman,  the  patient  porspverfinro  of 
woman,  and  have  rarried  it  through  as  far  it  has  f^one  now — upon  the 
advances  which  it  has  made,  upon  the  opening  und  enlightenment  of  the 
public  mind,  and  upon  ita  fiiTorable  reoeptiun,  spite  of  all  die  obetadea 
that  still  remain.  I  hid  them  be  of  good  cheer,  and  remember  that  the  great 
law  of  progress  is  a  law  of  steps;  so  that  we  must  needs  all  be  patient,  while 
we  must  also  all  needs  be  persevering.  It  ia  but  a  question  of  time  and  of 
steps.  The  great  psalm  of  human  progress  is  (to  borrow  a  phrase  from  the 
Hebrew  Bible)  a  psahn  of  degraaa.  By  patient  atepa  man  liaea  out  of  ftlaehood 
into  tntth,  out  of  wronga  into  righta.  Bo  it  in  vrtth  woman,  aa  a  part  of  human- 
ity. Let  every  woman  be  true  to  this  as  her  miaiion;  let  no  woman  dare  to 
place  any  obstacle  or  coldness  in  the  way  of  this  movement ;  but  let  all  calmly 
consider  it,  hear  the  arguments  that  are  made,  and  allow  them  to  have  their  full 
weight;  look  at  the  simple  facts,  and  decide.  Then  we  may,  perhaps,  all  of  na 
live  to  lee  the  dny  when,  thionghoat  all  the  spheres  of  his  Hlh,  and  all  the 
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departments  of  Us  action,  side  by  side  witli  maa  and  the  manly  quality,  there 
shall  >)c  woman  and  tbe  womanly  quality,  and  a  new  Eden  h90xi  on  earth. 
(Applause). 

The  Prendent  said : — Before  introdndng  the  next  speaker,  I  want 

to  express  the  gratitade  which  we  women  feel  to  Mr.  LongfelloMT 
and  the  other  gentlemen  who  have  identified  themselves  with  an 

unpopular  and  ridiculed  came..  Permit  me  to  say  one  word  in 
relation  to  this  matter  of  womatr*  sphere.  There  is  a  lady  in  my 
neighborhood,  \vh<>  wns  speaking  to  me  not  long  since,  in  the  most 
enthusiastic  terms,  of  this  recent  hiw  that  has  passed  tlirough  our 
Legislature,  and  of  i^ratitude  toward  Susan  B.  Antlionv,  through 
whose  untiring  exertions  and  executive  ability,  aided  by  two  or 
three  other  women,  this  law  has  been  secured.  After  she  had 
expatiated  for  a  while  on  this  subject,  her  husband  said,  "  Miss 
Authoiiy  had  a  great  deal  better  have  been  at  home,  taking  care  of 
her  husband  and  children."  Thank  Heaven  I  there  is  one  woman 
who  has  leisaro  to  care  for  others  as  well  as  herself.  (Applause). 

Elizabeth  Gady  Staoton  then  presented  a  series  of  resolutions,*  in 
support  of  which  she  addressed  the  OoDTcntion  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Pkesidkst: — In  our  common  law,  in  our  whole  system  of  jurisprudence, 
wc  fiud  man's  highest  idea  of  right.  Tbe  object  of  law  is  to  secure  justice.  But 


*  1.  Baolved,  That,  in  the  language  (sU^btly  varied)  of  John  Milton,  "  Tboae  who  marry 
intend  as  little  to  eonsplre  their  own  rulii,  as  tboee  who  swear  allegiaiiee,  and  aa  a  whole 

people  Is  to  an  ill  irnvirnment,  so  is  one  man  r)r  woman  to  an  ill  marria^.  If  a  wh<flt, 
people,  against  any  author!^,  covenant,  or  statute,  may,  by  tbe  aovereigu  edict  of  charity, 
mTs  flot  only  fbelr  llTes,  bnt  honeat  Hbertlea,  from  unworthy  bondage,  aa  well  may  a 
married  party,  against  any  priviite  covenant,  wliich  he  or  she  never  entered,  to  his  or  her 
mischief,  be  redeemed  from  onaopportable  diatorbaacea,  to  booeat  peace  and  jnat  content- 
ment" 

2.  /U-'jliTiJ,  That  all  men  ore  created  equal,  and  all  women,  in  their  natural  rights,  an 
the  eqiiulb  of  men,  and  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  the  aame  inalieoahlo  ri|^t  to  the 

pursuit  of  happiness. 

8L  Betolmd,  That  any  eonstituUou,  compact,  or  covenant  between  human  bcings,  Itant 
failed  to  i)roduce  or  promote  humiui  happiness,  could  not,  In  the  nature  of  things,  be  Of 
any  force  or  authority  ;  and  it  would  be  not  only  a  right,  but  a  duty,  tu  aboliah  it. 

4.  JImoM,  That  though  mairiaffe  be  tn  Itself  divinely  founded,  and  Is  fbctifled  as  sa 
lusUtutlcm  by  Innumerable  annlngie-*  in  the  whole  kingdom  of  universal  nature,  still,  a 
true  marriage  is  only  known  by  its  results ;  and,  like  the  fountain,  if  pure,  will  reveal 
only  pure  manllhstatlons.  Nor  need  It  ever  be  said,  **  What  God  bath  joliiod  together,  let 
no  man  put  asunder,"  for  man  could  not  pntttasuider;  noreaa  hesojnion  unite  what 
God  and  nature  have  not  joined  together. 

6.  Beaolved,  That  of  all  Insulting  mockeries  of  heavenly  truth  aud  holy  law,  none  can 
be  jfMtor  than  thai  physical  impotency  ia  cause  sufBcient  for  divorce,  white  no  amoont 
of  menu]  or  moral  or  aplrltiial  imbedUtiy  la  ever  to  be  pleaded  In  aappoct  d  sneh  a 
demand. 

t.  JtoelMi;  That  such  a  law  was  wortl«7  those  dark  periods  when  marriace  was  htSA 
bj  tbe  grsattst  doctors  and  priests  of  the  Chnrdi  to  be' a  wock  of  the  flesh  mSj^  and 
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inaamooh  at  fUUble  nm  U  the  nakir  and  admlirtatrator  of  kw,  we  mnat  look 
fbr  many  and  groaa  blmidflri  in  the  applieatioii  of  ita  geoenil  prtodplet  to 

individoal  caaes. 

The  science  of  theology,  of  civil,  political,  moral,  and  social  life,  all  teach  tbe 
common  idea,  that  man  ever  baa  been,  and  ever  must  be,  sacrificed  to  tlio  high- 
eat  good  of  society ;  the  one  to  tbe  many — tbe  poor  to  tbe  hob — the  weak  to 
the  powerfttk-and  all  to  Hio  intltatioiia  of  bfa  owo  oioalioii.  Look,  what 
tbniiideibolts  of  power  Bum  bas  forged  in  tbe  ages  for  his  own  deetraction  1— 
at  the  ortrnnizjitions  to  enslave  himself  !  And  through  those  times  of  darkness, 
those  generations  of  superstition,  behold  all  along  the  relics  of  his  power  and 
skill,  tbat  stand  like  mile-stones,  here  and  there,  to  show  how  fax  back  man  was 
great  and  gloriooal  Who  oaa  ataad  in  tboie  Tait  eathednla  of  the  old  wofld, 
aa  the  deep-toned  ocgan  werbetatea  ftom  arah  to  areh,  and  not  feel  the 
grandear  of  humanity?  These  are  tbe  workmanship  of  him,  beneath  whose 
stately  dome  the  architect  himself  now  bows  in  fear  and  doubt,  knows  nut  him- 
self, and  knows  not  Qod — a  mere  slave  to  symbols — and  with  boly  water  signs 
tbe  Gioia,  wUbt  He  lAo  died  tiieieon  dedaied  nan  Ood. 

I  repndHato  the  popofav  Idee  of  man^e  degfadatlon  and  total  depravi^.  I 
place  man  above  all  govemmenta,  all  inatltatlOQe — ecclesiastical  and  civil — all 
constitutions  and  laws.  (Applause),  fit  is  a  mistaken  idea,  that  the  same  law 
that  oppresses  the  individual  can  promote  tbe  highest  good  of  society.  The 
beat  interaata  of  a  community  never  can  require  the  sacrifice  of  one  innocent 
beiog^-of  one  aaered  right  In  the  eettlemait,  then,  of  any  qoeation,  we  mnat 
simply  consider  the  bigbest  good  of  tbe  individual.  It  is  the  inalienable  right 
of  all  to  be  happy.  It  is  the  highest  duty  of  all  to  seek  those  conditions  in  life, 
those  surroundings,  which  raay  develop  what  is  nohleft  and  best,  remembering 
that  the  lessons  of  these  passing  hours  are  not  for  time  alouo,  but  for  the  ages 
of  eternity.  They  tell  us,  in  that  fhtnie  home— the  hearenly  pamdiae— that  the 
hnnian  ftmily  ihall  be  fitted  out,  and  the  good  and  pore  shall  dwell  together 

almost,  If  not  altogether,  a  defltement;  denied  wholly  to  the  clergy,  and  a  second  time, 
forbidden  to  all. 

7.  Betolved,  That  an  unfurtunate  or  Ill-assorted  inarrlai^e  is  ever  a  caluinlty,  but  not 
ever,  peibaps  never,  a  crime— and  when  society  or  Kovcmment,  by  its  laws  or  customs, 
eompdi  Its  eottltaraaaeB,  always  to  the  gifet  <rf  one  it  tte  parties,  and  the  aelnei  lots  and 
damage  <rf  botb,  it  nswps  an  antboirtlir  never  delegated  to  man,  nor  emMbed  by  God 

himself. 

.8.  Beiolved,  I'hat  observation  and  experience  daily  show  how  Incompetent  aro  men,  as 
taidividuals,  or  aa  govemmeats,  to  select  partoen  to  business,  teachers  for  their  chUdren, 
ministers  of  their  religion,  or  makers,  adjudicators,  or  administrators  of  their  laws  ;  and 
aa  tbe  same  weakness  and  blindness  must  attend  in  tbe  selection  of  matrlmoalal  partners, 
the  dtetatee  of  hmnaiilty  and  eommoD  setMe  alike  Show  that  tbe  latter  and  nuMt  Important 
contnict  shoold  no  more  be  perpetual  than  either  or  all  of  the  former. 

9.  Jtetolvedt  That  children  horn  In  these  unhappy  and  unhallowed  connections  are,  in 
the  most  Bolamn  aenae,  of  nalawfU  Mithr-Che  llradt  of  Inetk  hot  not  of  love-^nd  so  not 
of  God,  divinely  deeosiided,  but  fMm  beneath,  wbenea  proceed  all  naanar  of  e?fl  and 
undeanUneM. 

10.  Smehed,  Tbat  nextto  Ibe  eatamltgr  of  cadi  a  Uifh  to  tbe  diOd,  Is  tiie  mlsfortntte 

of  being  trained  in  llic  Mttuospbere  of  a  bonsebold  where  love  is  not  the  law,  but  where 
discord  and  bitterness  abound ;  stamping  their  demoniac  features  on  the  moral  nature, 
wUih  an  their  odious  pecnllSTtHes  thus  continuing  the  race  In  a  weakness  and  depravity 
fliat  nmet  be  a  snre  pieeniaor  of  tie  rall^  as  a  Just  penalty  of  long^fMlated  law. 
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in  peace.  If  that  be  the  beaTenty  order,  it  it  not  onrjduty  to  fender  earth  aa 

near  like  heaven  as  we  may  ? 

For  years,  there  has  been  before  the  Legislature  of  this  State  a  rariety  of  bills, 
asking  for  dirorce  In  easee  of  dninkeDnen,  intanitj,  deeertioii*  eniel  tad  Invtal 
treatmentv  radaagcrlng  Uft.  My  aftentioa  tvas  celled  to  fUe  qneetioii  very  carlj 

in  lin  ,  by  the  snfferlngs  of  a  friend  of  my  girlhood,  a  victim  of  one  of  fhoae 
unfortunate  unions,  culled  marriage.  What  my  prpat  love  for  that  youncr  oriH. 
and  my  holy  intuitions,  then  decided  to  be  right,  has  not  been  changed  by 
years  of  experience,  observation,  and  reason.  I  have  pondered  well  these 
libingt  In  my  he«rt»  md  evor  felt  the  deqpeet  intereet  in  ell  that  has  been  written 
and  said  upon  the  eul^ect,  and  the  most  profound  respect  and  loving  aympathy 
for  thosp  heroic  women,  who,  in  the  fiicf  nf  law  and  public  icntiment,  hare 
dared  to  sunder  the  unholy  ties  of  a  joylf-s.  loveless  union. 

If  marriage  is  a  human  institution,  about  which  man  may  legislate,  it  seems 
hot  Jwt  that  he  ahonld  treat  thia  hrancb  of  hia  legifllatton  with  the  aame  eoB> 
mou'eenee  that  he  appHoe  to  an  othen.  If  it  ia  a  mere  legal  eontraot,  then 
should  it  be  suhject  to  the  restraints  and  privileges  of  all  other  contracts.  A 
contract,  to  be  valid  in  law,  must  be  formed  between  parties  of  mature  age,  with 
an  honest  intention  in  said  parties  to  do  what  they  agree.  The  least  conceal- 
ment, (hind,  or  deception,  if  proved,  anfuls  the  oaiitmol»  A  boy  can  not  con- 
tract for  an  acre  of  land,  or  a  horse,  nntil  he  la  twentymo,  but  he  may  oontiact 
for  a  wife  at  fourteen.  If  a  man  a  horse,  and  the  piurhaser  And  in  him 
great  Incompatibility  of  temper — a  disjxi-^ition  to  stand  still  when  the  owner  is 
in  haste  to  go— the  sale  is  null  and  void,  and  the  man  and  his  horse  part  com- 
pany. Bat  in  marriage,  no  matter  how  much  fraud  and  deception  are  practiced, 
nor  how  emelly  one  or  both  par^  have  been  mlaled ;  no  matter  how  young,  inex- 
perienced,or  thoughtless  the  parties,  nor  how  unequal  their  ccndltioaaMlpoaitiail 
in  life,  the  contract  can  not  be  annulled.  Think  of«  husliEind  tellinga  yOOngand 
trusting  girl,  but  one  short  month  his  wifp,thaf  he  married  her  for  her  money;  that 
those  letters  so  precious  to  her,  that  she  bod  read  and  re-read,  and  kissed  and 
cheriihed,  were  written  by  another ;  fliat  their  aplondid  hom«,of  which,  on  their 
wedding-day,  her  fother  gave  him  the  deed,  ia  already  in  the  handa  of  hia 
creditors;  that  she  must  give  up  the  elegance  and  luxury  that  now  surround 
her.  unless  she  can  draw  fresh  nupplies  of  money  to  meet  their  wants!  When 
she  told  the  story  of  her  wrongs  to  me — the  abuse  to  which  she  was  subject, 
and  the  dread  in  which  ahe  UTod— I  impolaiTely  urged  her  to  fly  ftom  andi  a 
monster  and  villain,  aa  ahe  wonld  before  the  hot  breath  of  a  forodona  beaat  ot 
the  wilderness.  (Applause).  And  she  did  fly ;  and  it  was  well  with  her.  Many 
times  since,  as  I  have  felt  her  throbbing  heart  against  my  own.  she  has  said. 
Oh,  but  for  your  love  and  sympathy,  your  encouragement,  1  should  never  have 
eacaped  ftom  that  bondage.  Before  I  ooold,  of  myaoU;  have  found  courage  to 
break  fhoee  chdna  my  heart  would  haro  brohen  in  the  eflbrt" 

Marriage,  as  it  now  exists,  must  seem  to  all  of  you  a  mere  human  inaCitution. 
Look  through  the  universe  of  matter  and  mind — all  God's  arranirements  are 
perfect,  harmonious,  and  complete!  There  is  no  discord,  friction,  or  failure  in 
Hia  eternal  plana.  Immntability,  perfection,  beau^,  are  stamped  on  all  Uis 
lawa.  Love  ia  the  Tfteleeeemse  that  perradea  and  pernuiatea,fioin  the  center  to 
the  cireumftreiioa,  the  gra  hiit  i  ng  circles  of  all  thought  and  aotkm.  Love  ia  Hm 
talieman  of  hnman  weal  and  woe~the  <q[MO  aeeamc  to  «T«ry  huaaa  aouL 
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"Where  two  beings  are  drawn  ti^ether,  bj  the  natural  lawa  of  likeness  and 
affinity,  union  and  happiness  are  the  renult.  Such  marriages  might  be  Divine. 
But  how  is  it  now  ?  You  all  know  our  marriage  is,  in  many  cases,  a  mere  out- 
ward tie.,  impell^  by  custom,  policy,  interest,  necessity;  founded  not  even  in 
frlendsldp,  to  My  noting  of  lore;  idth  orery  poasibto  inequality  of  condition 
ftnd  dtfrolopment  In  thepe  heterogeneous  unions,  we  find  youth  and  old  age, 
beauty  and  deformity,  refinement  and  vnlf,'arity.  virtue  and  vice,  the  educated 
and  the  ignorant,  angels  of  grace  and  goo  iness,  with  devils  of  mnlice  and 
malignity :  and  the  sum  of  all  this  is  human  wretclivdness  and  despair ;  cold 
fkthera,  Md  mothecs,  and  lapfeM  children,  wbo  Bhiver  at  tfaeheMrttwUme,  where 
the  fires  of  lore  bmre  ell  gone  oat  The  iride  world,  end  Ibe  etnogn^  unqrm- 
pathizing  gaze,  arc  not  more  to  be  dreaded  for  yonng  hearts  than  homes  like 
these.  Now,  who  shall  say  that  it  is  right  to  take  two  beings,  so  unlike,  and 
anchor  them  right  side  by  side,  fast  bound — to  stay  all  time,  until  Qod  shall 
iommon  one  awayt 

Do  iHon,  GhxletlBii  legtelators  need  waxj  argnmenta  to  oonvliiee  them 
that  the  sacredness  of  the  family  relatloil  should  be  protected  at  all 
hazards  ?  The  family,  that  great  conservator  of  national  virtue  and 
strength,  how  can  you  hope  to  build  it  up  in  the  midst  of  violence, 
debauchery,  and  excess  ?  Can  there  be  anything  sacred  at  that  family 
altar,  whore  the  ehlef>prle8t  who  mlnlatera  makea  aaeriflee  of  haman  be* 
ings,  of  the  weak  and  the  innocent?  where  the  incense  offered  np  is  not 
to  the  God  of  ju-tice  and  mercy,  but  to  those  heathen  divinities,  who  best 
may  represent  tho  lost  man  in  all  his  grossness  and  deformity  ?  Call 
that  sacred,  where  woman,  the  mother  of  the  race — of  a  Jesus  of  Naza* 
leth — ^nnoonaeious  of  the  tme  dignity  of  her  nature,  of  her  high  and 
holy  destiny,  eonaenta  to  live  in  legalized  prostitution  t— her  whole  aoiil 
revolting  at  such  gross  association  ! — her  Hesh  shivering  at  the  cold  con- 
tamination of  that  embrace,  hold  there  by  no  tie  but  the  iron  chain  of  the 
law,  and  a  false  and  most  unnatural  public  sentiment  ?  Call  that  sacred, 
where  Innooeiit  children,  trembling  with  faar,  lljio  tlm  oomaia  and  daik 
plaoea  of  the  boose,  to  hide  themselTee  fkom  the  wrath  of  dronken,  bra- 
tal  fathers,  but,  forgetting  their  past  sufferings,  rush  out  again  at  their 
mother's  frantic  screams,  "  Help,  oh  lp3lp  "  ?  Behold  the  agonies  of  those 
young  hearts,  as  they  see  the  only  being  ou  earth  they  love,  dragged 
atxmft  the  room  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  kicked  and  pounded,  and  left 
half  dead  and  bleeding  on  the  floor  1  Call  that  aaored,  where  Iktibers 
like  these  have  the  power  and  legal  right  to  hand  down  their  natures  to 
other  beings,  to  enise  other  generations  with  each  moral  deformity  and 
death  ? 

Men  and  brethren,  look  into  your  asylums  for  the  blind,  the  deaf  and 
damb,  tibe  idiot,  the  imbe^e,  the  deformed,  the  insane;  go  out  Into  the 

by-lanes  and  dens  of  this  vi'ist  metropolis,  and  contemplate  that  reeking 
mass  of  depravity;  pause  before  the  terrible  revelations  made  by  statis- 
tics, of  the  rapid  increase  of  all  this  moral  and  physical  impotoucy,  and 
learn  how  fearful  a  thing  it  is  to  violate  the  immutable  laws  of  the  beuefi- 
oent  Bider  of  the  waiTetaa;  and  there  behold  the  terrible  retribations  of 
your  violence  on  woman  t  Leam  how  false  and  orael  are  those  institu- 
tions, which,  with  a  coaisa  materialism,  set  aaide  those  holy  instincts  ol 
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the  woman  to  bear  no  children  bat  those  of  love  !  In  the  best  condition 
of  marriage,  as  we  now  have  it,  to  woman  comes  all  the  penalties  and 
saoriflces.  A  man,  in  the  fall  tide  of  business  or  pleasure,  can  marry  and 
not  change  bis  life  one  iota;  he  oan  be  husband,  lather,  and  everything 
beside;  but  In  manlage,  woman  gives  np  alL  Home  is  her  spheve^  her 
rnftlm  Well,  be  it  so.  If  here  you  will  make  as  all-enpreme,  take  to 
yourselves  the  tini verse  beside;  explore  the  North  Pole;  and,  in  yonr  airy 
car,  all  space;  in  your  Northern  homes  ajid  cloud-capt  towers,  go  feast 
on  walrus  flesh  and  air,  and  lay  you  down  to  sleep  your  six  months'  night 
away,  and  leave  ns  to  make  these  laws  that  govern  the  inner  sanetaary 
of  oar  own  homes,  and  ftdthlhl  satellites  we  wiU  ever  be  to  the  dinner- 
pot,  the  cradle,  and  the  old  arm-ohair.  (Applause). 

Fathers,  do  you  say,  let  your  daughters  pay  a  life-lone:  penalty  for  one 
unfortunate  step  ?   How  could  they,  on  the  threshold  of  life,  full  of  joy 
and  hope,  believing  all  things  to  be  as  they  seemed  on  the  surface,  judge 
of  the  daifc  windings  of  the  hnman  soul  t  How  could  th^  Ibreeee  that 
the  young  man,  to-day  so  noble,  so  generous,  would  in  a  few  short  yean 
be  transformed  into  a  cowardly,  mean  tyrant,  or  a  foul-mouthed,  bloated 
drunkard  f    What  father  could  rest  at  hi.s  home  by  night,  knowing  that 
his  lovely  daughter  was  at  the  mercy  of  a  strong  man  drunk  with  wine 
and  passion,  and  that,  do  what  he  might,  he  was  backed  up  by  law  and 
publie  sentfament  f  The  beet  interests  of  the  individual,  the  fiunily,  the 
State,  the  nation,  cry  oat  against  these  legalised  mariiages  of  force  and 
endurance.    There  can  be  no  heaven  without  love,  and  notliing  is  sacred 
in  the  family  and  home,  but  just  .so  far  an  it  in  built  up  and  anchored  in 
love.    Our  newspapers  teem  with  tjtartling  accounts  of  hosbands  and 
wives  having  shot  or  poisoned  each  other,  or  committed  suidde,  ehooe> 
ing  death  rather  than  the  indissoluble  tie;  and,  still  wrase,  the  living 
death  of  faithless  wives  and  daughters,  from  the  first  families  in  this 
State,  dragged  from  the  privacy  of  home  into  the  public  prints  and 
courts,  with  all  the  painful  details  of  sad,  false  live.s.    What  say  you  to 
facts  like  these  i   ^ow,  do  you  believe,  men  and  women,  that  all  these 
wretched  matches  are  made  in  heaven  f  that  all  these  sad,  miserable 
people  are  bound  together  by  God  t  I  know  Horace  Greeley  baa  been 
most  eloquent,  for  weeks  past,  on  the  holy  sacrament  of  ill-assorted  mar- 
riages; but  let  us  hope  that  all  wisdom  does  not  live,  and  will  not  die 
with  Horace  Greeley.    I  think,  if  he  liad  been  married  to  The  New  York 
Herald,  instead  of  the  Republican  party,  he  would  have  found  out  some 
Beriptnrsl  aiguments  against  lifelong  unions,  where  great  incompatibU- 
Ity  of  temper  existed  between  the  parties.   (Laughter  and  i^^plaaso). 

Our  law-makers  have  dug  a  pit,  and  the  innocent  have  fallen  into  it; 
and  now  will  you  coolly  cover  them  over  with  statute  laws,  Tribunes,  and 
Weeds,*  and  tell  them  to  stay  there  and  pay  the  life-long  penalty  of  hav- 
ing fallen  in  I  Nero  was  thought  the  chief  of  tyiants,  because  he  made 
laws  and  hung  them  up  so  high  that  lUs  subjeets  could  not  read  them, 
and  then  punished  them  for  eveiy  act  of  disobedienee.  What  better  are 


•  Thnrlow  Weed,  editor  of  Tht  Albany  BvenUtg  JoHmal^  opposed  the  ptMige  of  tbe 
Divorce  BUI  before  the  New  York  LegUlatiue  io  1860. 
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*    our  Repablioan  legislators  t  The  mass  of  the  women  of  this  nation  know 
notUng  about  the  laws,  yet  all  their  epeeially  heilMUKniB  l«gIilation  is  for 
woman.  liniirahaT*tiieyiaade«iiyinovlei<mlbr  her  to  leant  the  laws 
Where  Is  the  Law  fldiool  for  oar  daughters  7  where  the  law  office,  the 
bar,  or  the  beneh,  HOW  Qiging  them  to  take  part  in  the  Jnrispnideiiee  of 

the  nation  ? 

But,  say  you,  does  not  separation  cover  all  these  difficulties  ?  No 
oite  objeofcs  to  Mpaiatlon  when  the  partiea  are  lo  tfspoeed.  But,  to 
separation  there  are  two  verj  seiioas  ol^eetlons.  Ebst,  so  long  as 
yoo  insist  on  marriage  as  a  divine  institution,  as  an  Indissoluble  tie, 
so  long  as  you  maintain  your  present  laws  against  divorce,  you  make 
sei>aration,  even,  ho  odious,  that  the  most  noble,  virtuous,  and  sensitive 
men  and  woiueu  choose  a  life  of  concealed  misery,  rather  than  a  partial, 
dlsgvseeAil  release.  Seoondly,  those  who,  in  their  impetuosity  and 
despair,  do,  in  spite  of  pnblio  sentiment,  separate,  find  themselves  in 
their  new  position  beset  with  many  temptations  to  lead  a  fal«e,  unreal 
life.  This  isolation  bears  especially  hard  on  woman.  Marriage  is  not  all 
of  Ufe  to  man.  His  resources  for  amusement  and  occupation  are  bound- 
less. He  has  the  whole  world  for  his  hom«.  His  business,  his  polities, 
his  elnb,  his  friendships  with  either  sex,  ean  hsAp  to  fill  up  the  void  made 
by  an  unfortunate  union  or  separation.  But  to  woman,  marriage  is  all 
and  everything;  her  sole  obj  'et  in  life — that  for  which  she  is  educated  — 
tlie  subject  (jf  all  her  sleeping  and  her  waking  dreams.  Now,  if  a  noble, 
generous  girl  of  eighteeu  marries,  and  is  unfortunate,  because  the  cruelty 
of  her  husband  eompels  s^Muation,  in  her  dreary  isolation,  would  you 
drive  her  to  a  nunneiy;  and  shall  she  be  a  nun  indeed  f  Her  solitude  is 
nothing  less,  as,  in  the  present  undeveloped  oondition  of  woiriun,  it  is 
only  through  our  fathers,  brothers,  husbands,  SOUS,  tliat  we  feel  the  pul- 
sations of  the  great  outer  world. 

One  unhappy,  discordant  man  or  woman  in  a  neighborhood,  may  mar 
the  happiness  of  all  the  rest.  Ton  ean  not  shut  up  discord,  any  more 
than  yon  ean  small^x.  There  ean  be  no  morality  where  there  is  a  set- 
tled  discontent.  A  very  wise  father  once  remarked,  that  in  tike  govern- 
ment of  his  children,  he  forbade  as  few  things  as  possible:  a  wise  legisla- 
tion would  do  the  same.  It  is  folly  to  make  laws  on  subjects  beyond 
human  prerogative,  knowing  that  in  the  very  nature  of  things  they  must 
be  s4t  aside.  To  malce  laws  that  man  ean  not  and  will  not  obey,  serves 
to  bring  all  law  into  eontempt.  It  is  very  important  in  a  republic,  that 
the  people  should  respect  the  laws,  for  if  we  throw  them  to  the  winds, 
what  becomes  of  civil  govcmmout  ?  What  do  our  present  divorce  laws 
amount  to  ?  Those  who  wish  to  evade  them  have  only  to  go  into  an- 
other Stele  to  aoeomplish  what  they  desire.  If  any  of  our  eitlsens  can 
not  seoure  their  inalienable  rights  in  New  Tork  State,  they  may  in  Con- 
neetiout  and  Indiana.  Wtiy  is  it  that  all  agreements,  eovenants,  part- 
nerships, are  left  wholly  at  the  discretion  of  the  parties,  except  the  con- 
tract, which  of  all  others  is  considered  most  holy  and  important,  both 
for  the  individual  and  the  race  ?  This  question  of  divorce,  they  tell  us, 
is  hedged  about  with  diflleulties ;  that  it  ean  not  be  appioadied  with  the 
ordinaiy  rules  of  logio  and  eommon-sense.  It  is  too  holy,  too  saered  to 
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be  discussed,  and  few  seem  disposed  to  toucli  it.  From  man's  Ptand- 
poiut,  thifl  may  be  all  true,  as  to  Mm  they  say  belong  reason,  and  the 
powOT  of  zalSoolnatioiL  Fortonately;  I  belong  to  Hui  cla«8  eodowed  with 
mere  Intoitioiii,  *  Und  of  moral  inttinet,  by  wUob  we  fsel  ont  i4gfat  aad 
mong.  In  presenting  to  you,  therefore,  my  ylews  of  divorce,  you  will  of 
course  give  tliem  the  weight  only  of  the  woman's  intuitions.  But  inas- 
much as  that  is  all  God  saw  tit  to  give  us,  it  is  evident  we  need  nothing 
more.  Hence,  w&at  we  do  perceive  of  truth  must  be  as  reliable  as  what 
man  grinds  out  by  the  longer  proeeee  of  reason,  authority,  and  spee- 
Illation. 

Horace  Greeley,  in  his  recent  discussion  with  Robert  Dale  Owen,  said, 
this  whole  question  has  boon  triod,  in  all  it^  varieties  and  conditions,  from 
indi.ssoluble  monogamic  marriage  down  to  free  love;  that  the  ground  has 
been  all  gone  over  and  explored.    Let  me  assure  him  that  but  jast  one- 
half  fA  the  ground  has  been  sanreyed,  and  that  half  but  by  one  of  flie 
partieSf  and  that  party  oerbdnly  not  the  moet  interested  In  the  matter. 
Moreover,  there  is  one  kind  of  marriage  that  has  not  been  tried,  and  that 
is,  a  contract  made  by  equal  parties  to  live  an  equal  Hfo.  with  equal  re- 
straints and  privileges  on  either  side.    Thus  far,  we  have  had  the  man 
marriage,  and  nothing  more.   From  the  beginning,  man  has  had  the  sole 
and  whole  rsgnlatioa  of  the  matter.  He  has  spoken  in  Scripture,  he  has 
spoken  in  law.  As  an  indiyidual,  he  has  decided  the  time  and  cause  fbr 
putting  away  a  wife,  and  as  a  Judge  and  legislator,  he  still  holds  the  en- 
tire control.    In  all  history,  sacred  and  profane,  the  woman  is  regardfd 
and  spoken  of  simply  as  the  toy  of  man — made  for  his  special  use — to  meet 
his  most  gross  and  sensuous  desires.   She  is  taken  or  put  away,  given  or 
received,  bought  or  sold,  Just  as  the  tnterast  of  the  parties  might  dictate^ 
But  the  woman  has  been  no  more  recognised  in  all  these  transactions, 
through  all  the  ditforent  periods  and  conditions  of  the  race,  than  if  she 
had  had  no  part  nor  lot  in  the  whole  matter.    The  right  of  woman  to  put 
away  a  husband,  be  he  ever  so  impure,  is  never  hinted  at  in  sacred  his- 
tory. Even  Jesus  himself  fisiled  to  recognise  the  sacred  rights  of  the  hxAf 
mother  of  the  race.  We  can  not  take  our  gauge  of  womanhood  fkom  the 
past,  but  from  the  solemn  convictions  of  our  own  souls,  in  the  higher  de> 
▼elopment  of  the  race.    No  parchments,  however  voJiornb!.'  with  the 
mould  of  ages,  no  human  institutions,  can  bound  the  iiaiuortal  want.s  of 
the  royal  sons  and  daughters  of  the  great  1  Am, — rightful  heirs  of  the 
Joys  of  time,  and  joint  heirs  of  the  glories  of  eternity. 

if  fa  msnisge  either  party  clsims  the  right  to  stand  sapreme^  to  wonsan,  the 
mother  uf  the  race,  belongs  the  scepter  and  the  crown.  Her  life  is  one  long 
sacrifice  for  man.  You  tell  us  tlisit  anions:  all  womankind  there  is  no  Moses, 
Christ,  or  Paul, — no  Michael  Angclo,  BeLtlioveu,  or  Slmkspeare, — no  Columbus, 
or  Galileo, — no  Locke  or  Bacon.  Bthuld  those  mighty  minds  attuned  to  music 
and  the  arts,  so  great,  so  grand,  so  comprehcDdve,— these  an  our  great  woika  <^ 
isrhleh  we  hossti  Into  yoa,  O  sons  of  earth,  go  sU  of  as  that  is  immortsl.  In 
you  center  our  very  life-thoughts,  our  hopes,  our  intensest  love.  For  you  we 
gladly  pour  oat  our  heart'.s  blood  and  die,  knowing  that  from  our  suffering  comes 
fonh  a  new  and  more  glorious  resuirection  of  thought  and  life.  (Loud  ap- 
plause). 
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Ber.  Antoinette  Biowd  Blackwell  followed,  and  prefaced  her 
remarks  hj  Baying :  "  Ours  has  always  been  a  free  platform.  We 
liaye  beliered  in  the  fullest  freedom  of  thoiig^t  and  in  the  free 
expression  of  individual  opinion.  I  propose  to  speak  npon  the  sub- 
ject discoBsed  by  our  friend,  Mrs.  Stanton.  It  is  often  said  that 
there  are  two  sides  to  eveiy  question ;  but  there  are  three  sid^, 
many  sides,  to  every  question.  Let  Mrs.  Stanton  take  hers ;  let 
Horace  Greeley  take  his  ;  I  only  ask  the  privilege  of  statino^  mine. 
(Applause).  I  have  embodied  ray  thought,  hastily,  iti  a  series  of 
resolutions,*  and  my  remarks  following  them  will  be  very  brief.'* 


*Jttaolved,  That  mairiage  1b  the  vulnutary  aUiaDce  of  two  penooa  of  opposite  ecxe«  Into 
one  ftmlly,  and  fh«t  tiieb  an  aUfanee,  with  Its  possible  teeldente  of  difldren,  tta  oommon 

interests,  etc.,  mast  be,  froni  the  nsturo  of  things,  us  permanent  as  the  Hfo  of  the  jmrtles. 

Jietoii^,  That  If  Jiumnn  law  attompts  to  repulntp  marriage  at  all.  It  Bhould  aim  to 
fltJlfulnte  it  according  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  marriage  ;  and  that  as  the  Institu* 
tloa  to  tsbeveatly  as  oontlnnona  aa  tito  life  of  the  peitiee,  ao  ell  law*  sbcwld  look  to  Ita 
<ontrri!  and  preservation  as  such. 

JicMjivcd^  Tbut  as  a  parent  can  never  anuol  bis  obligationa  towards  cvon  a  profligate 
^Dd,  beetttw  of  the  tmeparable  reletloiiehlp  of  the  partlea,  ao  the  married  partner  can 
not  annul  his  nbllgjitlons  towards  the  other,  while  both  live,  no  matter  how  jtrtiflltnite 
that  other's  conduct  may  be,  t>ecausc  of  their  still  closer  and  alike  i)erm&neot  relatlou- 
abip ;  and,  therefore,  that  all  divorce  is  natnmlly  and  morally  Impossible,  evra  though 
ire  should  succeed  In  annulling  all  legalities. 

Resolved,  That  gross  fraud  and  wnnt  of  g(K»d  faith  in  one  of  the  partloa  contracting 
this  alliance,  such  as  would  iuvjiidate  any  utber  voluntary  relation,  are  the  only  caoaea 
-wlitdi  can  Invilldato  fMa,  aadtlda,  too^  uAAf  upon  the  fcroond  that  the  relation  never 
virttially  pxiated,  and  that  there  are,  therefore,  no  rcsultlcR:  mnml  oMlgatlons. 

Muoimi,  however,  That  both  men  and  women  have  a  first  and  inriolable  right  to 
tiMinselvea,  physically,  mentally,  end  monOy,  end  fliat  tt  ein  never  be  the  dnfy  of  either 
40  surrtinder  his  personal  freedom  In  any  direction  to  his  own  hnrt. 

Buolv^d,  That  the  great  duty  of  every  human  being  Is  to  secure  his  own  hii^hest  moral 
development,  and  ttiat  he  can  not  owe  to  society,  or  to  an  individual,  any  obligation  which 
•hall  be  degrading  to  himself. 

7fri^ol)'ed,  That  self-devotion  to  the  good  of  snother,  and  especially  to  the  good  of  the 
sinful  and  guilty,  like  all  dlaintereatednesa,  most  redound  to  the  highest  good  of  its 
suilhor,  and  thai  the  hoaband  or  wffb  who  thus  eeeke  the  beat  farteraeta  of  Hie  other,  to 
obedient  to  the  highest  law  of  beiievolcnce. 

.Bwotosd,  Thai  this  la  a  veiy  different  thing  from  the  calpal>le  weakness  which  allows 
Itself  to  be  Immolated  by  the  eelflahneis  of  another,  to  Uie  hnrt  of  both ;  and  that  the 
miserable  pr&ctice,  now  ao  common  among  vv!ve>i,  of  allowing  themselvoa,  their  childrua 
and  family  interests,  to  be  sacrlflced  to  a  deigraded  husband  and  fMher,  to  most  repr^ 
hensible. 

Mmotmi,  That  hnman  law  to  tanperativbiy  obligated  to  give  ritlaer  party  am]de  pro- 
tection to  himself,  to  their  off^^jning,  and  to  all  other  family  Interests,  against  wrong. 
Injustice,  and  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  other,  and  that,  if  it  be  necessary  to  this, 
It  shooldgiwit  a  legal  separation;  and  yet,  that  even  aadi  separation  eannoklnvalUtoto 
any  real  marriage  obligation. 

JtoNtoed,  That  every  married  person  is  imporativdly  obligated  to  do  his  utmost  fhna 
So  piotieet  himself  and  ail  family  Intorosts  against  Iqjnstioe  and  wrong,  let  It  arise  from 
vrhat  soYurce  it  may. 

Benilt'fd,  That  every  woman  Is  morally  obllg«led  to  maintain  her  equality  In  hnman 
rigbtA  in  all  her  relations  in  life,  and  that  If  sho  consenta  to  her  own  subjugation,  either 
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Mrs.  Blftckwell  continued : 

1  believe  that  the  highest  laws  of  life  are  those  which  we  find  written  within 
our  being;  that  the  first  moral  laws  which  we  are  to  obey  are  the  laws  which 
Qod'a  own  finger  has  traced  ap<m  oar  own  wmta.  Therefore,  our  fiftt  daty  is  to 
ouradrea.  tnd  wa  oMy  ii«T«r,  under  eny  dfemnetMicee,  ytdd  thit  to  aaj  «dur. 
I  toy  we  an  flnt  TeeponriUe  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  God  who  has  the  oUi- 
gation  ujKjn  us.  to  make  ourselves  the  grandest  we  may.  Marriage  grows  out 
of  the  relations  of  parties.  The  law  of  our  development  comes  wholly  from 
within ;  but  the  relation  of  marriage  supposes  two  persons  as  being  united  to 
ench  other,  and  firam  tiil«  nlatioB  offigia^  Mn.  BtantoB  Mlb  mar- 

ilaga  ft  '*d«.^  No,  nartiage  ia  a  rdotiM;  and,  onoe  ftemed, fhat  relation 
continues  as  lo^g  aa  the  parties  continue  ^th  the  natmea  wblefa  tiiej  now  es- 
sentially have.  Let,  then,  the  two  parties  deliberately,  roluntarily  consent  to 
enter  into  tliis  relation.  It  is  one  which,  from  its  very  nature,  must  be  perma- 
nent. Can  the  mother  ever  destroy  the  relation  which  exists  between  herself 
and  her  chOdt  Ctw  the  fttiier  annul  tlie  relation  which  ezlala  between  binaelf 
and  hta  child  t  Then,  can  the  fkther  and  mother  annul  the  relation  which  ex- 
ists between  themselves,  the  parents  of  the  child  ?  It  can  not  be.  The  interests 
of  marriage  are  ?uoh  thnt  they  can  not  be  destroyed,  and  the  only  question  must 
be,  Has  there  been  a  marriage  in  this  case  or  not?"  If  there  has,  then  the 
social  law,  the  obligations  growing  out  of  the  relation,  must  be  life-long. 

Bat  I  aaaert  that  every  woman,  in  the  preaent  state  of  society*  ia  bound  to 
maintain  her  own  independence  and  her  own  integrity  of  character;  to  assert 
herself,  earnestly  and  firmly,  as  the  equal  of  man,  who  is  only  her  peer.  This 
is  her  first  right,  her  first  duty;  and  if  she  live«  in  a  country  where  the  law 
supposes  that  she  is  to  be  subjected  to  her  husband,  and  she  consents  to  this 
subjection,  I  do  insist  that  ahe  consents  to  degradati(m ;  that  this  ia  dn,  and  it 
ia  impossible  to  make  it  other  than  ain.  True,  in  Ihia  State,  and  in  nearly  all 
the  States,  the  idea  of  marriage  is  that  of  subjection,  in  all  respects, of  the  wife 
to  the  husband — personal  f-ubjertion,  ^nhjertion  in  the  rights  over  their  chil- 
dren and  over  their  property  ;  hwl  this  is  a  false  relation.  Marriacre  is  a  union 
of  equals — equal  interests  being  involved,  equal  duties  at  stake;  and  if  any 
woman  haa  been  mairied  to  a  man  wbo  chocsea  to  talce  adwitaga  of  the  lawn 
aath^nowataad,  who  chooeea  to  anl^jcct  her,  ignobly,  to  hie  will,  against  her 
own,  to  take  from  her  the  earnings  which  belong  to  the  family,  and  to  tabs 
from  her  the  children  which  belontr  to  the  family,  I  hold  that  that  woman,  if 
she  ran  not,  by  her  influence,  clmngo  tills  state  of  things,  is  sulemnly  obligated 
to  go  to  some  6tate  where  she  can  be  legally  divorced ;  and  then  she  would  be 
aa  solemnly  boond  to  letum  again,  and.  standing  for  hendf  and  her  chlldreo, 
regard  herself,  in  tiie  sight  of  Ctod,  aa  being  bound  adU  to  the  fhther  of  thcee 
children,  to  work  fiir  hia  beat  Intereats,  while  she  atill  maintains  her  own  sor- 


in  the  ftmQy,  Ohnroh  or  fitals^  she  is  ss  guilty  ss  the  slaf*  Is  la  eonsentlag  to  be  a 
slave. 

BmUmd^  That  a  perfect  unkmesa  not  be  expected  to  exist  ontil  we  fliat  have  perfect 
units,  and  that  every  marriaf^  of  flnlle  bflings  must  be  f{ndudly  perfsctsd  thfoai^  the 

growth  and  assimilation  of  the  partJes. 

JSeao^Md,  That  the  permanence  and  indiseolabiUty  of  marriage  tend  more  directly 
than  snylblag  dse  towsid  this  rssnlt 
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ereigiity.  Of  cootm,  sbe  moft  Im  govencd  by  tbe  eizeamttM|CM  of  tib«  ctM. 

She  may  be  obliged,  for  tbe  protection  of  the  liuntlj,  to  live  on  one  continent 
■vvhilp  lier  hushand  is  nn  tbe  other  :  bat  she  is  never  to  forpet  that  in  tbe  eight 
of  God  and  her  own  soul,  sbe  is  his  wife,  and  that  she  owes  to  him  the  wife's 
loyalty ;  that  to  work  for  hia  redemption  is  her  highest  social  obligation,  and 
tiiaft  to  tetcb  ber  ebUdrento  do  ttw  mudo  Itberllnt  notberly  duty.  Legal  diTOie« 
may  be  neoewij fcr  penonal  and  fiunily  proteodAn;  if  ao^  let  every  wonaa  ob- 
tain it  TMi,  Qod  bdplng  me*  ie  what  I  would  certai  nly  do,  for  under  no  circum- 
Btances  will  T  evor  give  my  consent  to  be  subjected  to  the  will  of  another,  in 
any  relation,  for  (io  !  hns  bidden  me  not  to  do  it.  But  the  idea  of  most  women 
is,  that  they  must  be  tiuiid,  weak,  helpless,  and  full  of  ignoble  submission.  Only 
bMit  week,  a  bidy  wbo  bae  just  been  cUvopoed  tnm  ber  bosbaad  eatd  to  me— I 
liBedtobexeqiifa«dti>gointo«fa«fleldanddottebaideitUbaier*eirorfc,  irben 
I  was  not  able  to  do  it ;  and  my  husband  would  declare,  that  if  I  would  not 
thus  labor,  I  «bouId  not  be  allowed  to  eat,  and  I  was  obliged  to  snbmit  I 
Bay  the  fault  waa  as  much  with  the  womao  as  with  the  man ;  sbe  sbould  never 
bave  submitted. 

'  Onr  trouble  is  not  witb  marriage  as  a  rtlatioa  between  two;  it  is  all  iodiTld^ 
ual.  We  liave  few  men  or  women  fit  to  be  married*  Tbey  neitber  ibily  respeot 

themselves  and  their  own  rights  and  duties,  nor  yet  those  of  another.  They 
haye  no  idea  bow  nobie,  how  godUke  is  tbe  relation  which  ooght  to  exiat  b<K 
tween  the  husband  and  wife. 

Tell  me,  Is  marriage  to  be  merely  a  eoatrael — something  entered  into  for  a 
me,  and  tben  broken  sgaiaf— or  is  tiM  true  marriage  permanent  t  One  reiolu- 
tion  read  by  Mrs.  Stanton  said  that,  as  men  arc  incompetent  to  select  partners 
in  business,  teachers  for  tlieir  children,  ministers  of  their  religion,  or  makers, 
adjudicatorg,  or  administrators  of  their  laws,  and  as  the  same  weakness  and 
blindness  must  attend  in  the  selection  of  matrimonial  partners,  the  Utter  and 
most  importsat  eontrset  sbould  no  more  be  perpetual  tban  eitber  or  all  of  the 
Ibnner.  I  do  not  believe  tbat,  ligbdy  understood,  sbe  quite  bolds  to  that  posi- 
tion bereelH  Marriage  roust  be  either  permanent,  or  capable  of  being  any  time 
dissolved.  Which  ground  shall  we  take?  I  insist  that,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  marriage  must  be  as  (>€rmanent  and  indissoluble  as  the  relation  of  par* 
ent  and  child.  If  so,  let  us  It^slate  toward  the  right.  Though  evils  must 
eometimee  result,  we  are  stm  to  seek  tbe  bigbest  law  of  tbe  idation. 

Self-devotion  Is  alwi^  subBmely  beautilhl,  Imttbe  law  hss  no  right  to  re- 
quire either  a  woman  to  be  sacrificed  to  any  man,  or  a  man  to  he  sacrificed  to 
any  woiniin,  or  either  to  the  good  of  society;  but  if  either  ehooses  to  devote 
himself  to  the  good  of  the  other,  no  matter  how  low  that  other  may  have  fiftllen, 
no  mattw  bow  degraded  be  may  be,  let  tbe  witling  partner  strive  to  Uft  bim 
up,  not  by  going  down  and  sitting  aide  by  ride  with  him— that  ia  wrong^-but 
by  bteadily  trying  to  win  him  baek  to  tbe  right :  keeping  his  own  sovereignty, 
but  trying  to  redeem  tlie  fallen  one  as  long  as  liTe  shall  endure.  I  do  not  wish 
to  go  to  the  other  state  of  being,  and  state  what  shall  be  our  duty  there,  but  I 
do  say,  that  where  there  is  sio  and  sufiering  in  this  universe  of  ours,  we  may 
none  of  us  sit  still  until  we  baTO  overcome  tbat  rin  and  sofliering.  Ttmn  If  my 
husband  was  wietcbed  and  degrsded  in  thia  lift,  I  beUevu  God  would  give  ma 
strength  to  work  for  him  while  lift  lasted.  I  would  do  that  for  the  lowest 
drunkard  in  tbe  street,  and  certainly  I  would  do  as  much  Jur  my  husband.  I 
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believe  that  the  greatest  boon  of  existence  is  the  privilege  of  working  for  thoM 
tvho  are  oppreeied  and  llsllaB;  and  Hiose  who  have  oppmaed  their  own  natural 
are  ihoaa  who  need  the  most  help.   My  great  hope  is,  that  I  may  ba  able  to  lift 

thfm  upward'.  The  great  responsihility  that  baa  been  laid  upon  me  is  the 
respoiisiliility  never  to  sit  down  and  sing  to  myself  psaims  of  happiness  nnd 
content  while  anybody  suffers.  (Applause).  Then,  if  I  find  a  wretched  man  in 
the  gutter,  and  ftel  tbai»  aa  a  bunaa  rfalar,!  mnat  go  and  llftbias  up,  and  tbat 
I  can  never  oojoy  peace  or  nat  imtU  I  bava  draa  ledeaasad  }Am  and  btoogbt 
him  out  of  his  sins,  shall  I,  if  the  man  whom  I  solemnly  swore  to  love,  to  aaacK 
ciate  ^nth  in  all  the  interests  of  home  and  \X»  holieflt  relations  —  shall  I.  if  he 
£sUs  into  ain,  turn  him  off,  and  go  on  enjoying  life,  while  he  is  sunk  in  wretch- 
edaaaa  and  sfai  t  IwfflMtdoit  Tomatbaraka  higher  ideaof  Ufe.  If;aa 
aa  iatifli%eBt  bamaii  beiog,  I  promlaadto  eo-work  with  him  in  dD  the  Ugber 
interests  of  life,  and  if  he  proves  false,  I  will  not  turn  from  bin,  bnt  I 
mu!»t  ecck  first  to  regenerate  him,  the  nearest  and  dearest  to  me,  as  T  would 
work,  secondly,  to  save  my  children,  who  are  next,  and  then  m;  brothers,  my 
nistera,  and  the  whole  human  family.  (Applause). 

Mii.  Btaaton  nakai  "Would  yon  aaiid  %  ywmg  glii  into  »  mnmaty, 
when  she  haa  made  a  mistake  ?"  Does  Mrs.  Stanton  not  know  that  nun- 
neries belong  to  a  pat^t  age,  that  people  who  had  nothing  to  do  might  go 
there  and  try  to  expiate  their  own  sins  ?  I  would  teach  the  young  girl  a 
higher  way.  I  do  not  say  to  her,  ' '  If  you  have  foolishly  united  yourself 
to  another**  (not  **lf  yon  have  been  tied  by  the  law  for,  remember,  It 
wnaa  not  the  law  that  tied  her;  she  said,  "  I  will  do  it,"  and  the  law  said, 
'*  80  let  it  be  ! ") — "  sunder  the  bond  " ;  but  I  say  to  her,  that  her  duty  is 
to  reflect,  ''Now  that  I  see  uiy  mistake,  I  will  commence  being  true  to 
myself;  I  will  become  a  true  unit,  strong  and  noble  in  myself;  and  if  I 
eaa  nerer  make  onr  union  a  troe  one,  I  will  work  toward  that  good  vesoM^ 
I  will  live  tor  thia  great  work— tor  troth  and  all  its  iaterefta.**  Let  mo 
tell  you,  if  she  is  not  great  enough  to  do  this,  aba  ia  not  great  enough 
to  enter  into  any  union  I 

Look  at  those  who  believe  in  thus  easily  dissolving  the  marriage  obli- 
gation 1  In  very  many  oaaea  tiiey  eaa  not  he  tnily  married,  or  tndy 
happy  in  thIa  relation,  beeaose  there  ia  aomethlng  ineompatibie  with  It 
in  thehr  own  natures.  It  is  not  alwayi  ao;  hat  when  one  feels  that  it  Is  a 
relation  ea«!ly  to  be  diHsolved,  of  course,  hioorapatibility  at  once  sopras 
to  arise  in  the  other,  and  every  difficulty  that  occurs,  instead  of  being 
overlooked,  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  a  spirit  of  forgiveness,  is  magnified,  and 
the  evil  naturally  Inoreaeed.  We  porohaae  a  house,  the  deed  ia  put  into 
our  hands,  and  we  take  poasaesioo.  We  feel  at  once  that  it  is  really  very 
convonient.  It  suits  us,  and  wh  arc  surprised  that  we  like  it  so  much 
better  than  we  supposed.  The  secret  in,  that  it  is  our  house,  and  until 
we  are  ready  to  part  with  it,  wu  make  ourselves  content  with  it  as  it  is. 
We  go  to  live  in  eome  eoontry  town.  At  ftret  we  do  not  like  it;  it  la 
not  like  the  home  we  eame  from ;  but  eoon  we  be^^n  to  be  reconciled,  and 
feel  that,  as  Dr.  Holmes  said  of  Boston,  our  town  is  the  hub  of  th»?  uni- 
verse. So,  when  we  are  content  to  allow  our  relations  to  remain  ixa  they 
are,  we  adapt  ourselves  to  them,  and  they  adapt  themselves' to  us,  and 
we  eonstantly,  unoonaciously  (beeauae  €k>d  made  ua  eo)  woA  toward  the 
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perfecting  of  all  the  interosts  arising  from  tho^e  n-lations.  But  the  mo- 
ment we  wish  to  sell  a  house,  or  remove  from  a  town,  liow  many  defects 
we  dtseoTw  1  The  pUusa  has  not  tlie  nine  i^peaninee  to  oe  at  all;  we 
wlih  we  oonld  get  oat  of  it;  we  Ibel  all  the  tide  more  and  moie  dloMtie- 
fled.  So,  let  any  married  person  take  the  idea  that  he  may  dissolve  this 
relation,  and  enter  into  a  new  one.  and  how  mimy  faults  he  may  discover 
that  otherwise  never  would  have  been  uotioed  I  The  marriage  will  be- 
oome  intoletable.  The  fheoiy  will  work  tbat  result;  It  ia  In  the  natoie 
of  tbings,  and  that  to  me  if  ererytliing. 

Of  course,  I  would  not  have  man  or  woman  aaerilloed— by  no  means. 
First  of  all.  let  every  human  being  maintain  his  own  position  aa  a  self- 
protecting  human  being.  At  all  hazards,  let  him  never  sin,  or  consent  to 
be  sacrificed  to  the  hurt  of  himself  or  of  another;  and  when  he  has  taken 
tUs  ttand,  let  him  net  in  haim<»ij  with  it.  Would  I  aaj  to  any  woman, 
"  You  are  bound,  because  you  are  legally  married  to  one  who  is  debased 
to  the  level  of  the  brute,  to  be  the  mother  of  his  children  ?"  I  say  to 
her,  "  No  I  while  the  law  of  God  continues,  you  are  bound  never  to  make 
one  whom  you  do  not  honor  and  respect,  as  well  as  love,  the  father  of 
any  shUd  of  youfs.  It  is  yonr  first  and  highest  dn^  to  be  tme  to  your- 
self; true  to  posterity,  and  trae  to  sosiety.**  (Applanse).  Thos,  let  eadi 
decide  for  himself  and  for  hereelf  what  is  right.  But,  I  repeat,  either 
nxarriage  is  in  its  very  nature  a  relation  which,  once  formed,  never  can 
be  dissolved,  and  either  the  essential  obligations  growing  out  of  it  exibt 
forever,  or  the  zeiaHon  may  at  any  time  be  dissolved,  and  at  any  time 
those  obUgatlMis  be  annnlled.  And  what  are  those  obligations  t  Two 
persons,  if  I  nnderstand  marriage,  eovenant  to  work  together,  to  uphold 
each  other  in  all  excellence,  and  to  mutually  blend  their  lives  and  inter- 
ests into  a  common  harmony.  I  believe  that  God  has  so  made  mau  and 
woman,  that  it  is  not  good  fur  them  to  be  alone,  that  they  each  need  a  co- 
worker. There  is  no  w<«k  on  God's  footstool  irtiioh  man  ean  do  alone 
and  do  well,  and  there  is  no  work  which  woman  ean  do  alone  and 
do  well.  (Applause).  We  need  that  the  two  should  stand  side  by 
side  everywhere.  All  over  the  world,  we  need  this  co-operation  of  the 
two  classes — not  because  they  are  alike,  but  because  they  are  unlike — in 
trying  to  make  the  whole  world  better.  Then  we  need  something  more 
tlian  these  elass  workers.  Two  persons  need  to  stand  side  by  ride,  to 
stay  up  each  other's  hands,  to  take  an  interest  in  each  other's  wellSure,  to 
build  up  a  family,  to  cluster  about  it  all  the  beauties  and  excellencies  of 
home  life;  in  short,  to  be  to  each  other  what  only  one  man  and  one 
woman  ean  be  to  each  other  in  all  God's  earth. 

No  grown-np  human  being  ought  to  rush  blindly  into  this  most  inti- 
mate, most  important,  most  enduring  of  human  rdations;  and  will  yon 
let  a  yonng  man,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  contract  marriage,  or  a  young 
maiden  either  (  It  the  law  undertakes  to  regulate  the  matter  at  all.  let 
it  regulate  it  upon  principles  of  commou-sense.  But  this  is  a  matter 
whi4^  mnst  be  vety  moeh  regulated  by  pnblie  opinion,  by  our  teaehers. 
What  do  you,  the  guides  of  our  youth,  say  t  Ton  say  to  the  young  girl, 
**You  ought  to  expect  to  be  married  before  you  are  twenty,  or  about  that 
time;  you  should  intend  to  be;  and  from  the  time  you  are  fifteen,  it 
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fshould  be  made  your  one  life  purpose;  and  In  all  human  probability,  you 
may  expeot  to  spend  the  next  ten  or  twenty  years  in  the  nunnery,  and  at 
fortf  or  llllf,  jroa  win  be  an  old  woman,  your  life  will  be  wetl-iiigfa  worn 
oat/'  I  stand  here  to  aajtha^  thi^  is  all  false.  Let  the  young  girl  bt;  in- 
itructed  that,  above  her  personal  interests,  her  home,  and  social  life,  siho 
is  to  have  a  groat  life  purpose,  as  broad  a?  the  rights  and  interests  of 
bomanity.  I  say,  let  every  young  girl  feel  thia,  as  much  as  every  young 
man  doee.  We  bave  no  rfgbt,  we,  Wbo  eipeet  to  live  Iteever,  to  play 
about  bete  ae  if  we  were  mere  Ulet,  eoloying  onrselvee  in  the  snnahtne. 
We  ought  to  have  an  earnest  purpose  ontfide  of  home,  outside  of  our 
family  relations.  Then  let  the  young  girl  tit  herself  for  this.  Let  her  be 
taught  that  she  ought  not  to  be  married  in  her  teens.  Let  her  wait,  as  a 
young  man  doee,  if  be  Is  aenrfble^  until  die  ia  twenl^-flTe  or  tblrty.  (Ap< 
planae).  Sbe  wU!  tiben  know  bow  to  ebooee  pvopmrlj*  and  probably  sbe 
will  not  be  deceived  in  her  estimate  of  character;  she  will  have  had  a  cer- 
tain life-discipline,  which  will  enable  her  to  control  her  household  mat- 
ters with  wise  Judgment,  so  that,  while  8he  is  looking  after  her  family, 
ebe  may  still  keep  her  great  life  purpose,  for  wfaieh  sbe  was  ednoated,  and 
to  wbidi  sbe  has  given  bar  beet  eneigiee,  eleadlly  in  view.  Sbe  need  not 
absorb  herself  in  her  home,  and  God  never  intended  that  she  should; 
and  then,  if  slic  has  lived  according  to  th^  laws  of  physiology,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  common-sense,  she  ought  to  be,  at  the  age  of  fifty 
years,  Just  where  man  is,  Just  where  our  great  men  are,  in  the  very  prime 
of  life  I  When  ber  yoong  ebildren  have  gone  out  of  ber  borne,  tiien  let 
her  enter  in  earnest  upon  the  great  work  of  life  ontslde  of  home  and  Its 
relations.  (Applanpp). 

It  is  a  shame  for  our  women  to  have  no  steady  purpose  or  pursuit,  and 
to  make  the  mere  fact  of  womanhood  a  valid  plea  for  indoleuce ;  it  is  a 
grsater  shame  that  they  sboold  be  instmeted  thus  to  throw  ell  the  ie> 
spondbillty  of  working  for  the  general  good  upon  the  other  sex.  God 
has  not  intended  it.  But  long  as  you  make  women  helpless,  inefficient 
beiugs,  wlio  never  expect  to  earn  a  fartliing  in  their  live.s.  who  never  ex- 
peot to  do  anything  outside  of  the  family,  but  to  be  cared  for  and  pro- 
teeted  by  others  throngbont  life,  yon  oan  not  baTe  tme  marriages;  and 
if  yon  tiyto  break  npibe  old  ones,  yon  will  do  It  against  the  woman  and 
in  favor  of  the  man.  Last  week  I  went  back  to  a  town  where  I  used  to 
live,  and  wa.**  told  that  a  woman,  whose  husband  was  notoriously  the 
most  miserable  man  in  the  town,  had  in  despair  taken  her  own  life.  I 
aeked  what  had  become  of  the  husband,  and  the  answer  was,  "  Married 
again."  And  yet  everybody  thmre  knows  that  be  is  the  vilest  and  meet 
eon  tempt  ible  man  in  the  whole  neighborhood.  Any  man,  no  matter  how 
wretched  he  may  be,  will  find  plenty  of  women  to  accept  him,  while  they 
are  rendered  so  helpless  and  weak  by  their  whole  education  that  they 
must  be  supported  or  starve.  The  advantage,  if  this  theory  of  marriage 
is  adopted,  wHl  not  be  on  the  side  of  woman,  bat  altogether  on  the  dde 
of  man.  The  cure  for  the  evUs  that  now  eidst  is  not  In  dissolving  mar- 
riage, but  it  is  in  giving  to  tlie  mnrried  woman  her  own  natural  inde* 
pendence  and  self-sovcroiLTUty.  by  whicli  .^he  can  maintain  herself. 

Yes,  our  women  and  our  men  are  both  degenerate;  they  are  weak  and 
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Ignoble.  "Dear  me!"  said  a  pretty,  indolmt  young  lady,  "T  had  a 
great  doal  rather  my  husband  would  take  care  of  me,  than  to  be  obliged 
todoit  for  myself."  "Of  courHoyou  would,"  said  ablant  old  lady  who  was 
present;  "and  your  brother  would  a  great  deal  rather  marry  an  heiress, 
ft&d  Ito  upon  a  Mdh  eating  loUypops,  bought  with  her  money,  titon  to  do 
•aytblng  maaty  or  noble.  The  onlj  diflbrenee  is,  that  ae  helreaset  a^e 
not  very  plenty,  he  may  probably  haTO  to  marry  a  poor  girl,  and  then 
society  will  insist  that  he  shall  exert  himself  to  earn  a  living  for  the  fam- 
ily; but  you,  poor  thing,  will  only  have  to  open  your  mouth,  all  your  life 
long,  lilie  a  olam,  and  eat."  (Applause  and  laughter).  So  long  as  socie- 
ty if  oonatitoted  fn  meta  a  way  that  woman  Is  expected  to  do  nothing  If 
she  haye  a  ftvther,  brother,  or  hnaband  able  to  flappcvt  her,  there  la  no 
salvation  for  her,  in  or  out  of  marriage.  When  you  tlo  up  your  arm,  it 
will  becomo  weak  and  feeble;  and  when  you  tie  up  woman,  she  will  be- 
come weak  and  helpless.  Qive  her,  then,  ,  some  earnest  purpose  in  life, 
hold  ap  to  her  the  tme  ideal  of  marriage,  and  It  It  anongh— I  am  eontent  I 
(Lond  applawe).  • 

BBirasvnm  L.  Rose  said : — Mrs.  President— The  qoestion  of  a  IMTOffce  law 
seems  to  me  one  of  the  greatest  importance  to  all  parties,  but  I  presume  tliat 
tbe  very  advocacy  of  divorce  will  be  called  Free  Love."  For  my  part  (and  I 
wish  distinctly  to  define  my  position),  I  do  not  know  what  others  understand 
by  that  tenn;  to  me,  In  its  tmest  stgnifleaiifie,  lore  mwt  be  fl«e^  or  It  ceaaes  to 
be  1c?e.  In  Its  low  and  degmding  seme,  it  is  not  lore  at  all,  and  I  hare  as 
little  to  do  with  its  name  as  its  reality. 

The  Rev.  Mrs.  Black  well  gave  us  quite  a  sermon  on  what  woman  ought  to 
be,  what  she  ought  to  do,  and  what  marriage  ought  to  be;  au  excellent  sermon 
in  its  proper  place,  but  not  when  tbe  important  question  of  a  Divorce  law  is 
nnder  oon^dnatioQ.  8be  treats  woman  as  some  etbenal  being.  ItitTeiywell 
to  be  eOiereal  to  some  extent,  bvt  I  tdl  700,  my  friends,  it  is  qoite  reqnislto  to 
be  a  little  material,  also.  At  all  erents,  we  are  so,  and,  being  so,  It  proves  a  law 
of  our  nature.  (Applause) 

It  were  indeed  well  if  woman  could  be  what  she  ought  to  be,  man  what  he 
ought  to  be,  and  marriage  what  it  ought  to  be ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
ttfoagh  tile  Womsa*s  Ittgbts  movement— tiie  eqnalidog  of  the  laws,  making 
ttiem  more  Jost,  and  making  woman  more  independent— we  will  hasten  the 
romint?  of  the  millennium,  when  marriage  shall  in<^1e»'d  be  a  bond  of  union  and 
btfection.  I^ut,  alas!  it  is  not  yet;  and  I  fear  th;\t  scrinorw,  however  well 
meant,  will  not  produce  that  debiiable  end  ;  and  as  long  as  the  evil  is  here,  we 
moat  look  It  in  the  fime  wlthoafe  shrinking,  grapple  wiCh  it  msnftilly,  and  the 
more  oomplleated  It  is,  the  mere  floumgeondy  most  It  be  aaalyisd,  oombatod, 
and  destroyed.  (Applause). 

Mrs.  Blackwell  told  that,  marriage  being  based  on  the  j>erfeot  equality  of 
husband  and  wife,  it  can  not  be  destroyed.  But  is  it  80  ?  Where?  Where 
and  when  have  tbe  sexes  yet  been  equal  in  pliysical  or  mental  education,  in 
position,  or  in  law  t  Wbea  and  wheie  have  they  yet  been  leoogniied  by  society, 
or  by  themselves,  as  equals  t  **  EqosI  In  rights.**  says  Urs.  B.  But  ars  they 
equal  in  rights  t  If  they  wtve,  we  would  need  no  oonventions  to  claim  our 
rights.  "  She  can  assert  her  equality."  Yea,  she  can  assert  it,  but  does  that 
assertion  constitute  a  true  marriage  i  And  when  the  husband  holds  tbe  iron 
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heel  of  legal  oppres  io  on  the  subjugated  neck  of  the  wife  until  every  spark  of 
womahood  is  crushed  out,  will  it  heal  the  wounded  heart,  the  lacerated  J^piriti 
the  destroyed  hope,  to  assert  her  equality  f  And  shall  she  still  <-oDtinae  the 
wife!  It  dwt  A  muriage  which  mogt  not  be  diasohred }  (Applause). 

Acoovdisg  to  Mr.  Gneltj'i  defiiiition,  that  Uiere  !•  na  nuniAge  udIcm 
the  ceremony  is  performed  by  a  minister  and  in  a  chnrch,  the  tens  of  thonaandt 
miirrierl  according  to  the  laws  of  thi?  and  most  of  the  other  States,  by  a  lawyer 
or  justice  of  the  peace,  a  mayor  or  an  alderman,  are  not  married  at  all. 
According  to  the  definition  of  our  reverend  sister,  no  one  has  ever  yet  been 
married,  aa  woman  haa  never  yet  been  perfeeUy  equal  witii  man.  I 
to  both,  take  your  poeition,  and  abide  by  tiie  coaaeqoeiieea.  If  Ifae  fcw  only, 
or  no  one,  is  feally  married,  why  do  yon  oli||eot  to  a  law  that  shall  acknowledge 
the  fact  ?  You  certainly  ought  not  to  fbice  people  to  live  together  who  an  not 
married.  (Applause). 

Mr.  Greeley  tells  ua,  that,  marriage  being  a  Divine  institution,  nothing  bat 
death  ahoold  ever  aepanite  the  partiea;  but  when  he  waa  aaked,  **  Would  yoa 
have  a  being  who^  innooeat  and  Ineqperieoeed,  in  flie  youth  aad  aidor 
of  alfection,  in  the  fond  hope  that  the  sentiment  was  reciprocated,  united  herself 
to  one  she  loved  and  cherished,  and  then  found  (no  matter  from  what  cause) 
that  his  profession  was  false,  his  heart  huUuw,  his  HCts  cruel,  that  she  was 
degraded  by  his  vice,  despised  for  his  crimes,  cursed  by  his  very  presence,  and 
treated  wlflt  every  ooooeivable  IgBominy— would  yen  have  her  dt^f  out  % 
miserable  eiiiteaoe  as  his  wtlbf*  *'SCy  ms^eayi  he;  **ia  that  ease,  they 
ooght  to  separate."  Separate?  But  what  becomes  of  the  indoii  dtvinely  iaeti- 
tuted,  which  death  only  should  part  ?  (Applause). 

The  papers  have  of  late  been  tilled  with  the  heart-sickening  accounts  of  wite- 
poisoning.  Whence  come  these  terrible  crimes?  From  the  want  of  a  Divorce 
kw.  Could  the  Hardinga  be  Icgalty  aeparated,  ihiqf  wooid  not  be  diiven  to  th* 
commission  of  murder  to  be  free  from  each  other;  and  whidi  la  preftnhle,* 
Divorce  law,  to  dissolve  an  unholy  union,  which  all  parties  agree  is  no  true 
marriage,  or  a  murder  of  one,  and  an  execution  (legal  murder)  of  the  other 
party?  But  had  the  unfortunate  woman,  just  before  the  poisoned  cup  was  pro- 
aented  to  her  lips,  pleaded  Ibr  a  dlvtooe^  Vm,  BtaflicweQ  wodd  have  read  her  « 
aennon  equal  to  8t  Paul's  Wivea,  be  obedient  to  your  hoabanda,**  only  sho 
would  havL  added,  **  You  must  assert  your  equality,"  but  "  you  must  keep  with 
your  husband  and  work  for  his  redemption,  as  I  would  do  for  my  husband  ; 
and  Mr.  Greeley  would  say,  "  .Vs  you  chose  to  marry  hira.  it  is  your  own  fnult ; 
you  must  abide  the  consequences,  for  it  is  a '  divine  iustitutiun,  a  union  for 
Hlb,  which  aottnog  bat  death  eaa  end.***  (Applause).  Tk$  Trikm$  had 
reoenfly  a  long  lermon,  ahaoat  eQoal  to  the  one  we  had  thia  morning  fton 
our  reverend  sister,  on  "Flut  Women***  The  evils  it  spoke  of  were  teitUila 
indeed,  but.  like  all  other  sermons,  it  was  ono-sided.  Not  one  single  word  was 
said  about  fast  men,  except  that  the  "poor  >ictim  had  to  spend  so  much 
money."  The  writer  forgot  that  it  is  the  demand  which  calls  tiie  supply  into 
eariBtence.  Bnt  what  waa  the  primary  canae  of  that  tragic  end  I  Ichoaaawera, 
what!"  Aak  the  HIMeea  Ibrm  <tf  tiie  mvrdered  woman,  and  aha  magr  diadoee 
the  terrible  secret,  and  show  you  that,  could  she  have  been  legally  divorced,  she 
might  not  liave  been  driven  to  the  wateiy  grave  of  a  "&at  woman." 
(Applause). 
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But  vrhnt  is  marritg»f  A  hmnan  institution,  called  oat  by  the  nreds  of 
social,  affectional  human  nature,  f  >r  human  purposes,  its  objects  are,  first,  the 
happiness  of  tlie  parties  immediately  ooncerui  d,  and,  secondly,  the  welfare  of 
society.  Define  it  as  you  please,  these  are  oul>  its  objects;  uidflierafore  iff 
from  weD-Moeitaiiied  ftcti,  it  if  demoostnitMl  tbtt  the  real  objects  are  Ihu- 
tnted,  tiuft  iactoad  of  mdon  and  happiness,  there  are  only  cUaeoid  and  misery 
to  thpmselvea.  and  v\ce  and  crime  to  society,  T  ask,  in  the  nnmc  of  individual 
happiness  and  social  morality  and  well-being,  whv  such  a  marriage  should  be 
binding  for  lifel — why  one  human  being  should  be  chained  for  Ufe  to  the 
datd  body  of  anottier  f  '*Biit  tbey  may  sepaiato  aad  itfll  nmbi  wmxAtd,^ 
What  •  ptrrenkm  of  ibv  v«rj  terml  Is  fhat  the  uioa  wbidi  death  ontj 
should  part"  ?  It  may  be  according  to  the  definition  of  the  Rev.  Mrs.  Black- 
well's  tlieolopry  and  Mr.  Greeley's  dictionary,  1)01  it  certainly  is  not  nocording  to 
common-sense  or  the  dictates  of  morality.  No,  no !  "  It  is  not  well  for  man  tO 
be  alone,"  before  nor  after  marriage.  (Applause). 

I  Hienlbn  ttkforn  Dlvoioo  Uiw.  DlTtwoa  la  now  gmntad  for  mmm  Crimea ; 
I  Mk  it  for  othen  alio.  It  ia  gnnted  Ibr  ft  fltaie^k  prfaon  oAom.  I  aak  that 
penonal  cruelty  to  a  wife,  whom  be  nron  to  "  lote,  cherish,  and  protect,**  may 
be  made  a  hein«»u9  crime — a  peijury  and  a  State's  prison  offense,  for  which 
divorce  shall  be  granted.  Willful  desertion  for  one  year  should  be  a  sufficient 
cause  for  divore,  for  the  willful  deserter  forfeits  the  sacred  title  of  husband  or 
wilb.  Habitoal  tatenperance,  or  any  other  vice  which  makes  the  bnaband  or 
wife  intolerable  aod  abliomnt  to  the  other,  oo^t  to  be  siiU«it  eanie  ftr 
divorce.  I  ask  for  a  law  of  Divorce,  ao  aa  to  aecnre  the  real  ot^Jeota  and  bleu- 
ings  of  married  life,  tf>  i>revent  the  crimes  and  immoralities  now  practiced,  to 
prevent  "Free  Love,"  in  its  most  hideous  form,  such  as  is  now  carried  on  but 
too  often  under  the  very  name  of  marriage,  where  hypocrisy  is  added  to  the 
eiiaieof  legaHnd  proatftntloft.  **  Free  Lore,**  in  ila  degraded  aeHM^aakafer  do 
Divorce  law.  It  ackaowledgea  no  marriage,  and  therefore  reqinrea  no  divorae; 
I  believe  in  true  marriages,  and  therefere  I  aak  fat  m  law  to  free  men  and  women 
from  false  ones.  (Applause). 

But  it  is  said  that  if  div(Mrce  wore  easily  granted,  "  men  and  women  would 
marry  Unlay  and  nnmarry  to-moiroir.**  Thoae  who  say  that,  only  profO  that 
they  have  no  eonfidenoe  in  thenuelvea,  aad  flierefora  can  have  no  oonlldenee  in 
others.  But  the  assertion  is  false;  it  is  a  libel  on  human  nature.  It  is  the  in» 
dissoluble  chain  that  corrodes  the  tl»  sh.  Remove  the  indis<K>lubillty,  and  there 
would  be  less  Ht  panifinn  tlian  now,  for  it  would  place  the  parties  on  their  good 
behavior,  the  same  as  during  courtship.  Human  nature  is  not  quite  so  chang&> 
able ;  give  it  more  fteedom,  and  it  will  be  lem  eo.  We  are  n  good  deal  tiie 
crBatorea  of  habit,  bat  we  will  not  be  forced.  We  Sto  (I  apeak  feom  eiperl- 
enre)  in  uncomfortable  honaei  for  years,  rather  than  move,  though  we  have  the 
privilege  to  do  so  every  year ;  but  force  any  one  to  live  for  Ufe  in  one  honae, 
and  he  would  run  away  from  it,  though  it  were  a  palace. 

But  Mr.  Greeley  asks,  "  How  could  the  mother  look  the  child  in  the  face,  if 
■he  married  a  aeeood  me  f  With  ininitely  bettor  grace  and  better  oon- 
idence  than  to  Uve  as  some  do  now,  aod  show  their  children  the  degrading 
example^  how  utterly  father  and  mother  despise  and  hate  each  other,  and  still 
live  together  as  husband  and  wife.  She  could  say  to  her  child,  "As,  unfortu- 
nately, >oar  father  proved  himself  unworthy,  your  mother  could  not  be  so 
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nnwurthy  as  to  co  itinue  to  live  with  him.  As  he  failed  to  be  a  true  father  tr 
you,  I  have  endeavored  to  supply  his  place  with  one,  who,  though  not  entitled 
to  tbe  DMne,  will,  I  hope,  proye  bimielf  one  in  the  performance  of  a  father's 

Finally,  educate  woman,  to  enable  her  to  promote  her  independonee,  eod  she 
will  not  bf  obliged  to  marry  for  a  home  and  a  subsistence.  Give  the  wife  an 
equal  right  with  the  husband  in  the  property  acquired  after  marriage,  and  it 
will  be  a  bond  of  union  between  them.  Diamond  cement,  applied  on  both 
■Idee  of  ft  freclMred  veee^  VMiiiltei  the  parts,  and  pterente  them  from  ialhng 
Mimdcr.  A  gold  bend  le  nioio  eflktoloiM  Umb  aa  iioa  tow.  UntR  now,  tlio 
gold  has  all  been  on  one  side,  and  the  iron  law  on  the  other.  Remove  it ;  place 
the  golden  band  of  justice  and  mutual  interest  around  both  husband  and  wife, 
and  it  will  hide  the  little  fractures  whirh  may  have  occurred,  even  from  their 
own  perception,  and  allow  them  effectually  to  re-unite.  A  union  of  interest 
helpe  to  pfoierye  a  onioii  of  heevtik  ^jond  applaoae). 

WsHDBLL  FBOiEOB  tben  tMi  I  objaot  to  ontariog  those  reoolittioiw 
upon  the  journal  of  thtoCSonTention.  (Apptonae).  I  would  moye  to  lay  them 
on  the  table;  but  my  conviction  that  they  are  out  of  order  is  so  emphatic, 
that  I  winh  to  go  further  than  that,  and  move  that  they  do  not  appear  on 
the  Journals  of  this  Convention.  If  the  resolutions  were  merely  the  ex- 
pfoaalona  of  IndMdQal  teiiilmeata,  they  ought  not  to  appear  fat  the 
form  of  reaolatioiia,  bat  m  qMoohea,  booMiae  a  raoolatloii  haa  a  oeitafai 
emphasis  and  authority.  It  is  assumed  to  give  the  Toioe  of  an  neimiiitilji, 
and  is  not  taken  as  an  individual  expression,  which  a  speech  is. 

Of  course,  every  person  must  be  interested  in  the  question  of  marriage, 
and  the  branch  that  grows  out  of  it,  the  question  of  divorce;  and  no  one 
ooald  deny,  who  haa  llateiMd  for  an  hour,  that  wo  have  boon  faToiod  with 
an  ezeeedingiy  able  diaenaakm  of  thoao  questiona.  Bat  here  wo  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them,  any  more  than  with  tho  quoetion  of  intemper- 
ance, or  Kansas,  in  my  opinion.  This  Convention  is  no  Marriage  Conven- 
tion—if it  were,  the  subject  would  be  in  order;  but  thia  Convention,  if  I 
understand  it^  aaaomblea  to  dlaoQOS  tho  laws  that  Mat  onoqnally  upon 
woman,  not  flioao  that  rest  equally  apon  man  and  woinen.  Itiatiwlawa 
that  mako  diathictibns  botwoon  tho  aozaa.  Now,  whether  a  man  and  a 
woman  nr**  married  for  a  year  or  a  life  is  a  question  which  affects  the 
man  just  as  much  as  the  woman.  At  tho  end  of  a  tiiontli.  the  man  is 
without  a  wife  exactly  as  much  as  the  woman  is  without  a  husband.  The 
question  whether,  having  entered  into  a  oontmet,  you  shall  be  bound  to 
an  unworthy  partaor,  aifeota  tho  nan  aamnehaa  tho  woman.  Oeatainly, 
there  are  eases  where  men  are  bound  to  women  oaraaaaos  as  well  as  where 
women  are  bound  to  men  carcasses.  (Laughter  ivnd  applaus^e).  We  have 
nothing  to  do  with  a  question  which  affect*  both  sexen  equally.  There- 
fore, it  seems  to  me  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  theory  of  man-iage, 
whiehistho  baala,  aaMis.  Boaohaavory  oloaily  ahown,  of  divoroo.  Ono 
iiueation  grows  out  of  tho  othor;  and  thoreftwo  tho  queetion  of  tho  por* 
manonoo  of  manriago,  and  the  laws  relating  to  marriage,  in  the  essential 
moaning  of  that  word,  are  not  for  our  oon8ideration.  Of  course  I  know, 
as  everybody  else  does,  that  tho  results  of  marriage,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  society,  are  often  mure  disastrous  to  woman  than  to  men.  In- 
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tempenikfle.  Iii>r  Inttaaoe,  bnid^iu  »  wlll»  «oiw  than  a  bnsband,  owing 
to  tlie  present  ttato  of  society.  It  ia  not  fault  of  the  statute-book, 
and  no  change  in  the  duration  of  marriage  would  alter  that  inequality. 

The  reason  why  I  object  so  emphatically  to  the  introduction  of  the 
question  here  is  because  it  is  a  question  which  admits  of  so  many  theories, 
physiological  and  feUgtoot,  and  what  Is  teohnieally  flailed  "Dree-lore," 
tbat  It  b  laige  enooi^  for  a  moTement  of  its  own.  Oar  qnestion  ie  only 
unnecessarily  burdened  with  it.  It  can  not  be  kept  within  the  convenient 
limits  of  this  enterprise;  for  this  Woman's  Rights  Convention  is  not 
Man's  Convention,  and  I  hold  that  I,  as  a  man,  have  an  exactly  equal 
interest  in  the  essential  question  of  marriage  as  woman  has.  I  move, 
then,  lliat  tiiese  series  of  rseolntlons  do  not  i^pp^ar  at  aU  npon  the  Joai^ 
nal  of  the  Convention.  If  the  speeehee  are  reported,  of  oonrse  the  rseo* 
lutions  will  go  with  them.  Most  journals  will  report  them  as  adopted. 
Bnt  I  say  to  those  who  use  this  platform  to  make  speeches  on  this  ques- 
tion, tliat  they  do  far  worse  than  take  more  than  their  fair  share  of  the 
time;  they  open  a  gulf  into  whioh  onr  distfaietlve  movement  will  be 
plunged,  and  its  sneesss  postponed  two  years  for  every  one  tbat  it  need 
neeessarHy  be. 

Of  course,  in  these  remarkM,  I  intend  no  refloction  upKjn  those  whose 
view8  differ  from  mine  in  regarrl  to  introducing  this  subject  before  the 
Convention ;  but  we  had  an  experience  two  years  ago  on  this  point,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  might  have  leaned  by  that  lesson.  Ho  question 
— Anti-fflaveiy,  Tempevanee,  Woman's  Btghts-Hsan  more  forward  elll- 
fliently,  onless  it  keeps  its  platform  separate  and  amazed  with  extra- 
neous  issues,  unmixed  with  discussions  which  carry  us  into  endless 
realms  of  debate.  We  have  now,  under  our  present  civilization,  to  deal 
with  the  simple  question  whioh  we  propose — how  to  make  that  statute- 
book  look  apon  woman  ezaotly  as  it  doee  upon  man.  Under  the  law  of 
Divorce,  one  stands  exactiy  like  the  other.  All  we  have  asked  in  regard 
to  the  law  of  property  has  been,  that  the  statute-book  of  New  York  shall 
make  the  wife  exactiy  like  the  husband;  we  do  not  go  another  step,  and 
state  what  tliat  right  shall  be.  We  do  not  ask  law-makers  whether  there 
shall  be  rights  of  dower  and  ooartesy — rights  to  equal  shares — rights  to 
this  or  that  interest  in  property.  That  isnot  our  bnshiess.  Allwesayis, 
"Gentlemen  law -makers,  we  represent  womaii;  make  what  laws  you 
please  about  marriage  and  property,  but  let  wonmu  stand  under  them 
exactly  as  man  does;  let  sex  deprive  her  of  no  right,  let  sex  confer  no 
special  right;  and  that  is  all  we  claim."  (Applause).  Society  has  done 
tliat  as  to  marriage  and  divoree,  and  we  have  nothing  more  to  ask  of  it 
on  tiiis  question,  as  a  Woman's  Bi^ts  body. 

Abbt  Hopper  Gibbons,  of  New  York  City,  seconded  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Phillips,  and  said  that  she  wished  the  whole  subject  of  marriage  and 
divorce  might  be  swept  from  tbat  platform,  as  it  was  manifestly  not  the 
place  for  it. 

Mr.  ^MXBSBOS  Said  he  lUly  conoorred  in  opinion  wHb  Us  firlend,  Mr. 
Phillipe,  that  they  had  not  eome  togstber  to  settle  definitely  the  qoestton 

of  marilage,  as  sach,  on  that  platform;  still,  he  should  be  sorry  to  have 
the  motion  adopted,  as  Against  the  resolutions  of  Mrs.  Stanton,  iMoause 
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they  were  a  part  of  ber  speech,  And  her  speech  was  aji  elucidation  of  hec 
FMohitloiMi  wbieh  irwe  ofllarad  <m  her  own  rwiKNiribilitj,  not  on  behall 

of  the  BnsinosB  Committee,  and  which  did  not,  therefore,  make  the  Con- 
vention reHponsiblf'  for  thcui.  It  Heeined  to  hiin  that,  in  the  liberty  u««u- 
ally  tiiken  on  that  platform,  both  by  way  of  argument  and  illustration, 
to  hIiow  the  various  methudH  by  which  woman  was  unjustly,  yet  legally, 
snbjected  to  the  abaolnte  dontiol  of  nan,  ahe  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
pfeeent  her  own  MitEmente.  It  was  not  the  epeeUle  objeet  off  en  Anti- 
Slavery  Convention — for  example — to  discuss  the  conduct  of  Rev.  Nehe- 
niiah  Adams,  or  the  position  of  Stophon  A.  Douglas,  or  the  course  of  The 
York  UercUd;  yet  they  did,  incidentally,  dincnsH  all  theeC}  and  many 
other  mntten  elosely  related  to  the  ^at  struggle  ft»r  the  fkoeduut  of  the 
eUva.  So  this  question  of  nanlage  eame  in  as  at  least  inoidental  to  the 
main  question  of  the  equal  rights  of  wiMBaiL 

Mrs.  BLA.CKWKLL:  I  Hhould  like  to  say  a  few  words  In  explanation.  I 
do  not  understand  whether  our  friend  Wendell  Phillips  objects  to  both 
series  of  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  divorce,  or  merely  to  mine. 

Mr.  PdIiUPS:  To  both. 

Ifn.  "BLkOKWVULi  I  with  elmply  to  say,  that  I  did  not  come  to  the 
Convention  proposing  to  speak  on  this  subject,  but  on  another  ;  but 
finding  that  these  resolutions  were  to  bo  introduced,  and  believing  the 
subject  legitimate,  I  said,  "  I  will  take  my  own  position."  So  I  prepared 
the  raeolnttotii,  aa  they  enabled  me  at  the  moment  better  to  ezpreae  my 
thongfat  than  I  eoold  do  by  merely  extemporiilng. 

Now  does  this  question  grow  legitimately  out  of  the  great  question  of 
woman's  oqtiality?  The  world  says,  marriage  is  not  an  alliance  between 
equals  in  human  rights.  My  whole  argument  was  based  on  the  position 
that  it  ia.  If  thie  question  !■  not  legitimate^  wliat  let  Then  do  we  not 
ask  for  lawa  whieh  are  not  equal  between  man  and  woman?  What  have 
we  boon  doing  here  in  New  York  State?  I  spent  three  months  asking 
the  State  to  allow  the  drunkard'!^  wife  her  own  earnings.  Do  I  believe 
that  tiie  wife  ought  to  take  her  own  earnings,  as  her  own  earnings?  No; 
I  do  not  beheve  it.  I  believe  that  in  a  true  marriage,  the  husband  and 
wile  earn  for  the  family,  and  that  the  pioperty  hi  ttm  liunlly*e — belonge 
Jointly  to  the  husband  and  wife.  Bat  if  the  law  says  that  the  property 
is  the  husband's,  if  it  says  that  he  may  take  the  wages  of  his  wife,  juit 
as  the  master  does  those  of  the  slave,  and  she  has  no  right  to  them,  we 
must  seek  a  temporary  redress.  We  must  take  the  tirst  step,  by  com- 
pelling legislators,  who  wlU  not  look  at  great  prineiplee,  to  proteot  the 
wife  of  the  drankard,  by  giving  her  her  own  earn  Inge  to  expend  upon 
herself  and  her  children,  and  not  allow  them  to  be  wasted  by  the  hos- 
baud.  I  say  that  it  is  legitimate  for  us  to  ask  for  a  law  which  we  believe 
is  merely  a  temporary  expedient^not  based  upon  the  great  principle  of  hu- 
man and  marriage  equality.  Joft  to  with  this  question  of  marriage.  It 
must  eome  upon  this  platfonn,  for  at  present  it  is  a  relation  wlileh  legally 
and  socially  bean  unequally  upon  woman.  We  must  have  temposaiy 
redress  for  the  wife.  The  whole  subject  must  be  incidentally  opened  for 
discussion.  The  only  question  is  one  of  present  tttnetss.  Was  it  best, 
under  ail  the  circumstances,  to  introduce  it  now  i   I  have  not  taken  the 
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MflpoDaObilitj  of  oaiwwring  in  the  aJBniiative.    Bat  it  mint  tmmrn  h«m 

and  bo  settled,  sooner  or  later,  bocause  its  interests  are  everywhere, 
and  all  hamau  relatioo«  oenter  in  this  one  marriage  relation.  (Ap- 
plause)* 

SmUH  B.  AflTHCMTT:  I  bopo  Mr.  Phillips  will  withdraw  Us  motkm  Hiat 
these  resolutions  shall  not  appear  on  the  reeords  of  the  Oonventioo.  I 

am  very  sure  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  all  parliamentary  usage  to 
say,  that  when  the  speeches  which  enforced  and  advocated  the  resolu- 
tions are  reported  and  published  in  the  proceedings,  the  resolutions  shall 
not  be  placed  there.  And  as  to  the  point  that  this  question  does  not 
belong  to  this  platfocm,— from  that  I  totally  dissent.  Maniago  has  vwt 
been  a  one^ded  mattw,  lestiiig  moat  oneqiiallj  upon  the  seies.  By  \ty 
man  gains  all— woman  loses  all;  tyrant  law  and  lust  reign  supreme  with 
him— meek  snbmi.ssion  and  ready  obedience  alone  befit  her.  Woman 
has  never  been  consulted ;  her  wish  has  never  been  taken  into  consider- 
ation as  regards  the  terius  of  the  marriage  oompaot.  By  law,  public 
sentiment  and  religion,  ftrom  the  time  of  Moaes  down  to  the  present  day, 
woman  has  never  been  thought  of  otiier  than  as  a  piece  of  property*  to 
be  disposed  of  at  the  will  und  pleanuro  of  man.  And  this  very  hour, 
by  our  statute  book.s,  by  our  (so  calledj  enlightened  Christian  civiliza- 
tion, she  has  no  voice  whatever  in  saying  what  shall  be  the  basis  of  the 
relation.   She  mnst  aooept  marrlaga  as  man  proffers  it,  m  not  at  alL 

And  then  again,  on  Mr.  Pldllips*  own  gvoond,  the  dtsoasslon  Is  psfCsotly 
in  order,  since  nearly  all  the  wrongs  of  which  we  complain  grow  out  of 
the  inequality,  the  injustice  of  the  marriage  laws,  that  rob  the  wife  of  the 
right  to  herself  and  her  children— that  make  her  the  slave  of  the  man 
she  marries. 

I  hope,  tlioffoflors,  the  resointlons  will  be  allowed  to-go  ont  to  the  pub- 
^lio,  that  tiiMte  may  be  a  fsir  report  of  tlw  ideas  wliioh  tiatn  aotoally  been 
presented  here,  that  they  may  not  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  secular 
press.  I  trust  the  Convention  will  not  vote  to  forbid  the  pabUoatkm  of 
those  resolutionH  with  the  proceed ingrs. 

Rev.  Wm.  Hol:UNGTON,  the  blind  preacher:  Publish  all  that  you  have 
said  and  done  iMfo,  and  1st  the  pnblie  know  it. 

Hie  question  was  tliMi  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.PhlHlpB,  and  It  was 
lost. 

After  which,  the  resolutions  reported  by  the  Business  Ckmunittee  were 
adopted  without  dissent. 

Miss  Mabx  Grew,  of  Philadelptua,  said:  Friends,  we  are  about  to  sepa- 
rate. Tliis  eonventton  was  eallsd  for  the  oonsideratlcm  of  one  of  the  most 
Important  qnsstions  before  the  Amerloan  people.  The  press  may  ridicule 
your  movement,  the  pulpit  denounce  it,  but,  as  time  rolls  on,  it  will  be 
seen — the  press  and  pulpit  will  noo — that  it  is  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  tliat  has  ever  agitated  the  community.  It  is  well  that  those 
who  are  engaged  in  this  moremant  stamild  go  forth  deeply  imprestad 
withthalmportaneeof  tiiawoikthatisbeforatfaam.  It  la  wall  that  yon 
who  have  assembled  firom  earioaUy,  to  listen  to  what  these  fanatios  " 
have  to  say,  should  take  home  with  you  to  your  souls  one  thought  which 
is  sofloient  to  settle  this  whole  question.  All  the  arguments  that  Ixave 
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been  addneed  agi^iMt  IU|  and  against  granting  to  woman  all  her  rightsi 
eome  to  ne  in  one  form  or  another  of  preJadSoe  or  ezpedieney.  Talk 
with  whom  yon  will  about  it,— the  priest,  politioiiui,  merchant,  farmei^ 

mechanic,  and  one  after  another  says,  (you  have  heard  them.  I  have 
heard  them,  we  all  hear  them,)  to  every  right  which  woman  claiinc*,  "  I 
grant  you  that,  in  the  abetraoti  yoa  are  right  \  bat  it  is  not  expedient, 
nor  wiIm^  nor  aafo  for  woman  nor  nan,  nor  good  for  the  world."  Let 
me  tell  you,  that  the  man  who  grant!  timt  the  position  we  aeeome  ia,  hk 
the  abstract,  right,  has  granted  all  we  want ;  and  if  he  is  not  ready  to 
take  that  8tep  of  abstract  right,  he  only  assumes  to  be  wiser  than  He  who 
made  the  world. 

Ifn.  FieeUlent,  I  hear  everj  daj  of  my  life,  afanoet,  the  aeaeitlon  tiiat  It 
la  flmatiolflm  to  say  that  it  is  alw^  Mfb  mmI  li^^t  to  follow  abfltnea 

right.  This  principle  does  not  belong  to  any  one  belief ;  it  is  the  livii^ 
soul  of  Hod's  luiivLTML',  tliiit  the  absolute  right  i.s  safe.  If  woman  has 
the  same  right  as  man  to  readj  to  vote,  to  rule,  to  learn,  to  teach,  there 
la  nothing  fhrther  to  be  laid  about  it;  and  I  never  oare  to  argue  with 
the  man  who  aaja  it  Is  right,  bnt  for  eome  reason  or  otiier,  it  ooi^t  not 
to  bo  granted,  for  he  liaa  granted  everything,  and  lias  no  ground  left  to 
stand  upon. 

Is  it  fanaticism  to  believe  that  Ch>d  is  wiser  thau  mau ;  that  He,  ' '  who 
stretched  out  the  heavens  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,"  who 
*Hx»nnianded  the  morning,  and  eaosed  the  day-spring  to  know  its  plaoe," 
is  wise  enoagh  to  give  laws  to  the  universe  which  it  shall  be  safe  for 
you  and  nio  to  obey?  (Applause).  Into  this  fanaticisifi  this  world  is  to 
be  educated,  if  it  is  to  be  saved  from  going  down  to  moral  ruin  and  death. 
Remember,  then,  O  man!  father,  husband,  brother,  clergyman,  and 
polltielan— remember,  when  these  words  slip  so  easily  from  your  tongue^, 
as  they  often  do,  **I  giant  yoa  hare  the  same  abstraet  rifl^t  to  do  this 
that  man  has."'  yon  grant  all  that  woman  claims;  and  remember,  as  yott 
stand  reverently  iti  the  presence  of  (iod,  that  if  you  a-ssert  that  that  is 
not  safe  which  He  has  pronounced  to  be  right,  you  claim  to  be  wiser,  not 
than  these  women  or  these  men  who  stand  on  the  platform  of  the 
"  Woman's  Bights  Oonvsntion,"  but  700  elalm  to  be  wiser  than  the  Crea- 
tor of  man  and  woman.  (Apphwse). 

Allusion  was  made  here  this  morning  —  well  and  wisely  made  —  to  the 
charge  that  when  woman  walks  out  into  the  avenues  of  public  life,  there 
to  gain  a  living  for  herself  and  her  children,  or  to  help  guide  the  nation, 
she  oeasse  to  be  domestio,  and  foHhfhl  to  the  eares  and  shrine  of  homa. 
We  heard  something  well  said  this  morning  on  the  sphete  of  woman  being 
the  home,  and  we  are  told  that  this  objection  to  our  movement  was  alto- 
gether dishonest,  contemptible,  and  ridiculous.  It  is  not  always  such. 
Qood  men  and  true,  and  sometimes  wise  men,  also,  really  in  their  souls 
betteve  that  If  a  woman  tooehes  a  ballot,  her  hand  will  be  unfit  for  do- 
mestio duties;  that  If  she  teaehes  in  the  pnblie  eongregation,aha  eaa  not 
act  well  her  part  In  the  fiamily  circle.  As  I  listened  to  what  was  said  here^ 
the  words  called  to  my  mind  the  image  of  a  woman  of  America,  known 
as  a  religious  and  moral  teacher,  who  bears  a  name  of  which  this  nation 
will  one  day  be  proud,  but  now  slandered  by  a  venal  press,  seomed  bjr 
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an  aiTOgant  pulpit,  little  appreciated  bj  the  maes  of  men  and  women,  for 
whom  the  bearer  of  it  is  laboring  night  and  day.  The  image  of  that  wom- 
an rose  before  me.  The  world  regards  her  as  a  public  woman,  as  out 
of  her  sphere,  and  infers  that  she  is  neglectful  of  the  cares  and  insensible 
to  thd  ImliaMS  of  domMtlo  life;  and  aa  I  lamemlMired  her,  I  felt  as  I 
ever  Cm],  tiiat  thare  Is  not  a  woman  who,  as  a  vepfessntativa  of  mj  own 
sex,  I  would  sooner  show  to  the  world  as  the  embodiment  of  all  domestla 
beauty  and  wifely  care  and  motherly  fidelity.  I  only  wish  that  they  and 
you  might  know  her  as  I  know  her.  I  only  wish  that  you  might  see  in 
her,  as  I  see  in  her,  the  very  best  possible  illustration  of  the  power  of 
guiding  and  guarding  all  the  sanotity  of  homs^  of  blessAng  hnsband  and 
ciiOdren  and  grandehildien,  atad  ezscting  In  the  guidance  of  her  house" 
hold  an  intellectual  power  which  would  be  the  glory  of  this  or  any  other 
platform.  Not  only  do  husband  and  children  *'  rise  up  and  coll  her 
blessed,"  but  in  the  time  to  come,  the  children  and  children's  children 
of  those  who  now  scorn  her  name — of  priests  who  have  despised  it,  edi- 
tors who  have  ildlouled  and  slandered  it,  and  heaped  upon  it  all  of  the 
ignominy  of  their  souls— will  thknk  God,  as  Uiej  reap  the  benefit  of 
her  exertions  and  her  beautiful  life,  for  the  name  of  LucneuRiA  Hon. 
(Applause), 

Tlie  word  I  would  impress  upon  yon  all,  as  you  go  hence,  is  tliis — it  is 
always  sslb  to  do  light.  .  Cany  away  with  jon  ftom  this  Convention,  my 
iHeiids,  this  one  lliought— €k)d  is  wiser  thsa  msn.  What  He  has  made  right, 
He  has  slio  made  safe.   His  paths  sre  paths  of  pleasantness,  and  all  His  ways 

are  peace.  And  to  thm<^  M-hn  go  forward,  bearing  tliis  great  cause  in  tlioir 
hands,  to  work  for  tbcmstlves,  lor  tlieir  sisters,  for  th<  ir  mothers — to  them  I 
would  say,  "  Be  not  discouraged  at  any  obstacles  that  muy  lie  in  your  way  I 
Forget,  ihr  a  little  while,  the  sneers  of  the  preas  and  the  pulpit,  the  laugh  of  flie 
ftalilonable  lady,  who  calls  yon  ualsdyHke,  sad  tiie  aoora  of  arrogant  man,  who 
appreciate  not  your  labors !  You  need  not  pay  back  the  laagbter  and  the  scorn 
with  scorn.  Your^ork  is  too  great,  too  high,  too  holy.  Forgive  them,  and 
pass  on  I  Ilejoice  to  think  that,  in  a  few  years,  they,  too,  will  rise  up  and 
thank  you  for  it.  Those  who  work  for  mankind  must  be  content  not  to  receive 
their  reward  in  the  appreciation  of  thdr  services  as  they  pass  through  life.  It 
to  of  tittle  oomeqneaoe.  The  only  thing  to  to  be  sure  we  are  doing  rights  and 
Kving  Ibr  aome  great  porpoae ;  for,  -of  all  the  affllctiona  that  can  befall  a  man  or 
woman,  there  is  none  so  great  as  to  pass  through  life  without  effecting  any- 
thing— to  die  and  leave  the  world  no  better  than  we  found  it,  never  being 
missed  in  consequence  of  any  useful  work  we  have  done.  (Applause).  No 
good  cause  can  go  backward.  No  good  caaae  dedinea.  Kot^sg  can  put  us 
down  if  we  are  right  All  that  we  need  to  aostain  sad  strengthen  na  in  sny 
great  work  is  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  smile  of  God,  and  to  have  faith  and 
hope  that  man  shall  at  last  be  wholly  and  utterly  redeemed  and  aaved.** 
(Applause). 
The  CooTention  then  adj  oumed  tiM  Mt, 
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MABBIAOB  AMD  mOBOM, 

To  the  Editor  qf  The  Nete  York  Tribune: 

Sir: — At  our  recent  Natiotml  Woman's  Rights  Convrntirm  many  were  sur- 
prised to  bear  Wendell  PbiUips  object  to  the  question  ot  Marriage  and  Divorce, 
«s  iirele?iiit  to  our  platfomi.  He  nAds  **  We  lud  no  right  to  diacme  there 
any  lewe  or  eostoms  bat  those  whflfe  ineqnelity  exieted  in  die  sexes ;  that 
lawfl  on  Marriage  and  Divorce  rested  equally  OB  man  and  woman ;  that  he  snf^ 
fered ,  a<«  much  as  she  possibly  could,  the  wroDgs  and  abusss  of  an  iU-ossotted 
marriage." 

Now,  it  must  strike  every  careful  thinker,  that  an  immense  difference  rests  in 
the  fteti  that  man  has  made  the  laws,  cunningly  and  seMshty,  ibr  his  own  pur- 
pose. Frmn  Coke  down  to  Kent,  who  can  cite  cue  clanae  of  llie  marriage 
contract  where  woman  has  the  advantage  ?  When  man  sufiers  from  false  legis- 
lation, he  has  his  remedy  in  his  own  hands.  Shall  woman  be  denied  the  riirht 
of  protect  against  laws  in  which  she  has  bad  noToice — laws  which  outrage  the 
holiest  affections  of  her  nature— 4awt  which  transcend  the  limits  of  human 
legiahtioa— in  n  ConTentlon  called  ftr  the  express  poipcse  of  considering  her 
wrongs  t  He  might  as  well  object  to  a  protest  against  die  Iqjnadee  of  hanging 
a  woman,  because  capital  punishment  hears  equally  on  man  and  woman. 

The  contract  of  marriage  is  by  no  means  equal.  The  law  pt-rmits  the  jrirl  to 
marry  at  twelve  years  of  age,  while  it  requires  several  years  more  of  experience 
on  the  part  of  the  hoy.  In  entering  diis  compact,  the  man  gives  np  nothing 
that  he  before  poeseased— he  is  a  man  tdll;  while  the  legal  exiatence  of  the 
woman  i«  suspended  during  marriage,  and  henceforth  she  is  known  but  in  and 
through  the  husband.  She  is  namelese,  poisekas,  childless  thongh  n  woman, 
an  heiress,  and  a  mother. 

Blackatone  says  .  '^The  husband  and  wife  are  one,  and  tliat  one  is  the  hus- 
band.** Kent  says:  **Tbe  legal  efiots  of  mairiage  are  geoerally  dedndble 
from  the  principle  cf  the  common  law,  by  which  die  hiisDand  and  wife  an 
regarded  as  one  person,  and  her  legal  existence  and  authority  lost  or  stispended 
during  the  continuance  of  the  matrimonial  union." — Vol.  2,  p.  109.  Kent  refen 
to  Coke  on  Littleton,  112,  a.  187,  B.    Litt.  sec.  1G8,  201. 

The  wife  is  regarded  by  all  legal  authorities  as  a  ^'/enu-cocert,  placed  wholly 
«u(  pataiaU  tki,  Her  moral  ret^onsibility,  eren,  is  meigsd  in  the  husband. 
The  tow  takes  it  for  grsnted  Uiat  the  wifo  UTsain  to  of  her  bnsband;  that 
bis  command  is  her  highest  law  :  }u.  nee  a  wife  is  not  punishable  for  theft  com- 
mitted in  presence  of  her  hushaud. — Kent,  vol.  2,  p.  127.  An  immarried 
woman  can  make  contracts,  sue  and  be  sued,  enjoy  the  rights  of  pro|>erty,  to 
brr  inheritance — to  her  wages — to  her  person — to  her  children;  but,  in  mar- 
riage, she  is  robbed  by  Uw  cf  all  and  etery  nntural  and  dril  fight.  Thn 
dissblH^  of  the  wilb  to  contract,  so  as  to  bind  herself  ariacs  not  from  want  of 
discretion,  but  because  she  has  entered  into  an  indissoluble  connection,  by 
•which  she  is  placed  imderthe  power  and  pro'ection  of  h or  husband." — Kent, 
Tol.  2.  p.  127.  She  is  possessed  of  certain  rights  until  she  is  mairied ;  then  all 
are  suspended,  to  revive  again  the  moment  the  breath  goes  ontof  the  husband's 
body.--8ee  C^wen*s  Trentise,**  vol.  2,  p.  709. 
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If  the  contract  be  equal,  whence  come  the  terms  "  marital  power" — "  marital 
lighu" — "obedience  and  restraint  — 'dominion  and  control" — "i>ower  and 
piotMtioD,"  etc^  etc  t  Many  oaaet  an  stated,  ahowing  the  ouralae  of  a  moat 
qneatioiiabla  power  ow  tiie  wift,  anatained  by  oonrta.— See  Biehop  on 
Divorce,  p.  489. 

The  laws  on  DiTorce  are  quite  as  unequal  as  those  on  Marriage ;  yes,  far 
more  so.  The  advantages  seem  to  be  all  on  one  side,  and  the  penalties  on  t)  e 
other.  In  caae  of  divorce,  if  the  htuband  be  the  guilty  party,  be  stiU  retains 
the  greater  part  of  the  pfoperty.  If  the  wilb  be  tfie  gidllj  p«i^,  abo  goea  oat 
of  thepartnerahip  pemiileae. — Kent,  vol.  2,  p.  33 ;  Bishop  on  Divorce,  p.  4m. 

In  New  York  and  some  other  States,  the  wife  of  the  guilty  husband  ran  now 
sne  for  a  divorce  in  her  own  name,  and  the  costs  come  out  of  the  husband's 
estate ;  but,  in  the  majority  of  the  States,  she  is  still  compelled  to  sue  in  tbe  name 
of  another,  as  she  haa  no  meana  of  paying  costa,  even  thoqgh  aha  may  have 
broQght  her  thooaanda  into  the  pertnenhip.  "  The  allowaiica  to  the  famoeent 
irife  of  ad  inUrim  aUmOBy  and  money  to  sustain  the  suit,  is  not  r^^arded  aa 
strict  right  in  her,  but  of  aoond  disoretion  in  the  o<Mtrt^— JIKahop  on  DiToree, 
p. 581. 

"  Many  jurists,"  says  Kent,  vol.  2,  p.  88,  "  are  of  opinion  that  the  adultery  of 
the  hnalMMid  oqght  not  to  be  noticed  or  made  anl^jeet  to  the  same  animadTer- 
«loiia  aa  that  of  the  wifo,  becanae  it  la  not  evideaee  of  sneh  entire  depcarity.  nor 

■equally  injurious  in  its  effects  upon  the  morals,  good  order,  and  happiness  ot 
domestic  life.  Montesquieu,  Pothier,  and  Dr.  Taylor  all  insist  that  the  cases 
ofhuflband  and  wife  ought  to  be  distinguished,  and  that  tbe  violation  of  the  mar- 
riage vow,  on  the  part  of  tbe  wife,  i^  the  most  miscbieTOiiB|  and  the  proeecution 
ought  to  be  confined  to  the  dfenae  on  h«r  part^  Baprit  dea  Loii;*'  torn.  8,  IM; 
«Trait«  do  Contrat  de  Manage,"  No.  SIS;  *«SienMnts  of  Civil  Law,"*  p.  254. 

Say  you,  "These  are  but  the  opinions  of  men"?  On  what  else,  I  ask,  are 
the  hundreds  of  women  depending,  who  this  hour  demand  in  our  courts  a  release 
from  burdensome  ccmtracts  ?  Are  not  these  delicate  matters  left  wholly  to  the 
'discretion  of  oenrtat  Ave  not  young  mmm  ftim  tfm  fiiat  tedllea  dragged 
Into  the  pnbKc  oonrta— into  aaaembliea  of  men  azohidTe(y<— the  jodgea  all  men, 
the  jnrors  all  men  I — no  true  woman  there  to  shield  them  by  her  piaaence  from 
^ross  and  impertinent  qneationinga,  to  pitj  their  misfiirtnBoa,  or  to  proteet 
Against  their  wrongs  ? 

The  administration  of  Justioe  depends  far  more  on  the  opinions  of  eini- 
namt  Jnrlata,  than  on  law  atone,  for  law  la  powerleaa  wfaaa  at  varlanoe  with 
pabllo  aenthnaikt. 

Do  not  the  above  citations  clearly  prove  Inequality  7  Are  not  the  TOry 
letter  and  spirit  of  tbe  marriage  contract  based  ou  the  idea  of  the  su- 
premaoy  of  man  aa  tbe  keeper  of  woman's  virtue — her  sole  protector  and 
support  t  Oat  of  nuurriage,  woman  asks  nothing  at  this  boor  but  the 
«leotiT6  fraaeUah.  It  ia  only  in  mairiaga  Chat  aha  moat  donuHid  her 
rights  to  person,  children,  ptoparfy,  wages,  life,  liberty,  and  the  puraoit 
of  happiness.  How  can  we  discuss  all  tbe  laws  and  conditions  of  mar- 
riage, withoat  perceiving  its  essential  essence,  end,  and  aim  ?  Now, 
•whether  the  institution  of  marriage  be  human  or  divine,  whether  re- 
garded  aa  indiaaotabta  by  acclealaatleal  oonrte,  or  diaaolabia  by  civil 
«oarta,  woman,  finding  heraelf  equally  dagmdod  in  eaoh  and  evety  pbaae 
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of  it»  ftlwayatbe  ^etlm  oIIIm  initltatioii,  itlfh«r  right  and  bar  da$f  to  iift 
Uie  velaUon  and  the  compact  tlmm^  and  throng  imtO  ahe  finds  oat 

the  true  caupe  of  hor  false  position.  How  can  we  go  before  the  Legisla- 
tures of  our  respective  States,  and  demand  new  laws,  or  no  laws,  on  di- 
vorce, until  we  have  some  idea  of  what  the  true  relation  is  ? 

We  deeido  tlie  whola  qaeattoa  of  slavery  by  settling  tha  «MNd  ifghta 
of  tiieindivfdiiaL  We  assart  that  man  aaa  not  hold  propavty  In  man,  and 
ttjeot  the  whole  eode  of  lawn  ttiat  eonlllets  with  tiie  self-evldant  trath  of 
that  assertion. 

Again  I  ask,  is  it  possible  to  discuss  all  the  laws  of  a  relation,  and  not 
touch  the  relation  itself!  Yours  respectfully, 

BUEABBTH  CADT  STABTON. 

HORAOB  Obbblbt  bi  THb  NtUf  Tor^  Mbum,  May  14, 1860. 

rropofihn  Towtffand  6M-Io0jUlR^.— Whetbar  the  Woman*8  Bli^t  Oon- 

Tention  will  finally  succeed  or  not  in  enlarging  the  sphere  of  woman,  they 
have  certainly  been  very  Ruccessful  in  enlarging  that  of  their  platform. 
Having  introduced  ea£>y  Divorce  as  one  of  the  reforms  which  the  new  or- 
der of  things  demands,  we  eaa  nee  no  good  reason  why  the  platform  should 
not  be  altogettier  leplanked.  We  feapeetfull^  enggeet  Out  irlth  tUa 
change  d  pnipoae  there  shall  also  be  a  change  in  name,  and  that  here- 
after these  meetinps  shall  be  called  not  by  name  of  Woman,  but  in  the 
name  of  Wives  Discontented.  Hitherto  wo  have  Mipposod  that  the  aim 
of  this  movement  related  to  wrongs  which  womau  sulferod  as  woman, 
political  and  sodal  ineqnalities,  and  disabilities  with  which  she  was 
mli^tlly  hardened .  A  settlement  of  the  marriage  relatton,  we  conceive, 
does  not  corao  within  this  cateprory.  As  there  can  be  no  wives  without 
husbands,  the  subject  concerns  the  latter  quite  as  much  a,s  it  docs  the 
former.  One  of  the  wrongs  which  it  is  charged  woman  suffers  from  man, 
is  that  he  legialatei  fbr  her  when  ihe  la  not  lepieaented.  We  aeknowl* 
edge  the  Jnttlee  of  that  plea,  and,  for  that  very  reaaon,  complain  that  she, 
under  the  name  of  Woman's  Rights,  should  attempt  to  settle  a  question 
of  puch  vital  importance  to  him  where  ho  supposod  to  be  admitted 
only  on  suA«nce.  We  believe  in  woman's  rights;  we  liave  some  conclu- 
sions (?)  on  the  il^^taof  bnabaada  and  wives;  we  are  not  yet,  we  confess, 
np  to  that  advanoed  atate  which  enablea  oa  to  oonaider  the  if^ta  of 
wives  as  something  apart  from  ^at  of  haabanda. 

On  the  subject  of  marriage  and  divorce  we  have  some  very  positive 
opinions,  and  what  they  are  is  pretty  generally  known.  But  even  wore 
they  less  positive  and  fixed,  we  should  none  the  less  protest  against  the 
aweeptaig  shameter  of  the  ntolatioina  introdneed  at  the  Womaa'a  Ilighta 
Convention  on  Friday  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton.  We  can  not  look 
upon  the  marriage  relation  as  of  no  more  binding  force  than  that  which 
a  man  may  make  with  a  purchaser  for  the  sale  of  dry-goods,  or  an 
engagement  he  may  contract  with  a  schoolmaster  or  governess.  Such 
doctrine  seema  to  ns  simply  ehoeklng. 

The  intimate  relation  existing  between  one  man  and  one  woman,  sane* 
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tilled  by,  at  least,  the  meinoiy  of  an  early  and  dnoere  affeotion,  rendei^ed 
mon  saned  \ff  the  preient  bond  of  dependmt  obildxten,  fhe  froit  of  tliat 
lOTO,  ludlowod  by  many  Jogw  and  many  Borrows,  though  they  be  only  re- 
membered joys  and  sorrows,  with  other  interests  that  can  be  broken  in 
upon  only  to  be  destroyed — euch  a  relation,  we  are  very  sore,  has  ele- 
ments of  quite  another  nature  than  those  which  belong  to  the  shop  or 
the  eoontinf-boQM.  In  oar  judgment,  tha  balaooe  of  duty  oan  not  be 
straek  like  the  balance  of  a  meroantile  atotmnMit  of  profit  and  loss,  or 
measured  with  the  calculations  we  bestow  on  an  account  current.  Such 
a  doctrine  we  regard  as  pernicious  and  debasing.  We  can  conceive  of 
nothing  that  would  more  utterly  sap  the  foundations  of  sound  morality, 
or  give  a  looaer  vein  to  the  moat  Uotntioiu  and  depraved  appetitei  of  the 
vOeat  men  and  women.  Upon  the  phyrfologioal  and  p^ohologleal  lawa 
which  govern  generation,  we  do  not  care  here  to  enter,  even  if  Mrs.  Stanton 
leads  the  way;  but  we  believe  that  the  progress  of  the  world,  springing 
out  of  oonnections  formed  under  such  a  dispensation  of  humanity  as  ia 
here  indicated,  with  ao  little  of  duty  or  eoneaianee,  with  00  little  hope  or 
expeetation  of  abiding  aJiiBetion,  with  m  little  intention  of  peimanenoy 
as  must  necessarily  belong  to  them,  would  be  more  monstrous  than  the 
world  has  ever  dreamed  of.  For  such  a  rule  of  married  life  contemplates 
no  married  life  at  all,  and  no  parental  relation.  It  destroys  the  family ;  it 
renders  the  dearest  word  in  the  Saxon  tongue  (home)  a  vague  and  un- 
meaning term;  it  mnltipUee  a  thoaiand4Uld  and  renders  onlvMnsal  aU 
the  evils  which  in  the  imperfeetione  of  human  nature  arenowoeeaaional 
under  the  binding  force  of  a  moral  senM^  the  duty  of  eontinenoy,  end 
the  remnant  of  nothing  else  is  left  of  love. 

There  are  some  other  tilings  besides  in  these  resolutions  to  which  we 
mt^t  objeet  on  the  aoore  of  tnith,  aome  things  whieh  we  ratliMr  marrd, 
modest  women  should  say,  and  that  modest  women,  in  a  mixed  assem- 
bly, should  listen  to  with  patience.  But  these  are  secondary  matters. 
The  thought — uiore  than  them  all — that  the  marriagu  tie  Ih  of  the  same 
nature  as  a  mere  business  relation,  Is  so  objectionable,  so  dangerous, 
that  we  do  not  eare  to  draw  attention  ftom  that  one  point. 

In  asserting  that  marriage  is  an  equal  relation  for  husbands  and 
wives,  Mr.  Greeley,  like  Mr.  Phillips,  begs  the  whole  question.  If 
it  is  legitimate  to  discuss  all  laws  that  bear  unequally  on  man  and 
woman  in  woman's  rights  conventions,  surely  th(»e  that  grow  out  of 
marriage,  which  are  the  most  oppressive  and  degrading  on  the  statute- 
book,  sliould  command  our  first  consideration.  There  could  be  no 
slaveholders  without  slaves ;  the  one  relation  involves  the  other,  and 
yet  it  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  daves  mig^t  not  hold  a  ooDven- 
tion  todisoam  ilie  inequality  of  the  laws  soBtalning  that  veilation,  and 
Inddentally  the  whole  inatitntion  itself,  beoanae  the  slayeholder 
■bared  in  the  evils  resnltiiig  from  it  There  never  has  been  a 
woman's  oonventioo  held  in  which  llie  injnstioe  soffered  by  wives 
and  mothers  baa  not  been  a  toplo  for  diseossion)  and  legitimately  so. 
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And  if  the  only  way  of  escape  from  fihe  iii&tnoiis  lawB  by  which  aU 
power  18  placed  in  the  bands  of  man,  is  throng^  divoroe,  then 
that  la  the  hotpitaUe  door  to  open  for  thoae  who  wish  to  escape. 
Ko  proposition  contained  in  Mrs.  Stanton's  speech  on  diFOiee,  viewed 
m  any  lig^t,  can  be  a  tenth  part  so  shooldiig  as  the  laws  on  the 
atatnte-boolo,  or  the  opinions  expreesed  by  many  of  the  anthoiities 
in  the  English  and  American  Byeteme  of  jarispnidence. 

It  is  difficult  to  comprehend  that  the  release  of  the  miserable  from 
folse  relations,  would  neoesBarilj  seduce  the  contented  from  happy 
ones,  or  that  the  dearest  word  in  the  Saxon  tong:oe  ^me)  should 
have  no  significance,  after  drunkards  and  villains  were  denied  the 
ri^t  to  enter  it.  It  is  a  pleasant  reflection,  in  view  of  the  dolorous 
results  Mr.  Greeley  foresees  from  the  passage  of  a  divorce  law,  that 
the  love  of  men  and  women  for  each  other  and  their  childreu  in  no 
way  depends  on  the  Statutes  of  ^ew  York.  In  the  State  of  Indiana, 
where  the  laws  have  been  very  liberal  for  many  years,  family  life  is 
as  beautiful  and  permanent  as  in  South  Carolina  and  New  York, 
where  the  tie  can  be  dissolved  for  one  cause  only.  When  we  con- 
sider huw  little  protection  the  State  throws  round  the  young  and 
thoughtless  in  entering  this  relation,  stringent  laws  against  all  escape 
are  cruel  and  despotic,  especially  to  woman,  for  if  home  life,  which 
is  everything  to  her,  is  discordant,  where  can  she  look  for  happiness  \ 

AmAL  TO  THS  WOKBV  09  NSW  TOBK. 

Worn  <Hr  Vbw  Tobk:— Ones  mors  we  appeal  to  yoa  to  make  renewed 
^forts  for  the  elevation  of  oar  sex.   In  onr  merital  laws  we  are  now  in 

advance  of  every  Stat«  in  the  Union.  Twelve  years  ago  New  York  took 
the  initiative  step,  and  secured  to  married  women  their  property,  rcrei  ved 
by  gift  or  inheritance.  Our  last  Legi^laturu  pa88ud  a  most  liberal  act, 
giving  to  manied  women  their  rights,  to  sae  for  damages  of  person  or 
property,  to  their  aepaiate  earnings  and  their  eliildien;  and  to  the  wid* 
ow,  the  possesRion  and  control  of  the  entire  estate  daring  the  minority 
of  the  youngest  child.  Women  of  !New  York  !  You  eaji  no  longer  be  in- 
sulted in  the  first  days  of  your  widowed  grief  by  the  coarse  minions  of 
the  law  at  your  fireside,  coolly  taking  an  inventory  of  your  household 
gods,  or  robbing  your  ohildien  of  their  natural  guardian. 

WhOe  we  T^oiee  in  this  progreea  made  in  our  laws,  we  see  also  a  ehange 
in  the  employment  of  women.  They  are  comin}^  down  from  the  garrets 
and  up  from  the  cellars  to  occupy  more  profitable  ponts  in  every  depart- 
ment of  industry,  literature,  science,  and  art.  In  the  church,  too,  behold 
the  spirit  of  fireedom  at  wmk.  Witiiin  tbe  past  year,  the  very  altar  has 
been  the  scene  <tfwel]-foQgfat  battles;  women  eiaimtng and  exereising  their 
right  to  rote  in  church  matters,  in  defiance  of  pteeedent,  priest,  or  PaoL 

Another  evidence  of  the  importance  of  our  c^use  is  seen  in  the  deep 
interest  men  of  wealth  are  manifesting  in  it   Three  gnat  bequests  have 
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been  given  to  «b  in  the  past  year.  Five  thousand  dollars  from  an  un- 
known hand,*  a  share  in  the  mnniflcent  fund  left  by  that  noble  man  of 
Boston,  Charles  F.  Hovey,  and  fonr  hundred  thousand  dollars  by  Ifr. 
VaMHur,  of  Pooghkespsie,  to  fbmnd  *  eoO^  for  girls,  equal  In  all  re^>eet« 
to  Tale  and  Harrard.  Is  It  not  strange  that  women  of  wealth  are  con- 
stantly giving  large  sums  of  money  to  endow  professorshipa  and  colleges 
for  boys  exclusively — to  churches  and  to  the  education  of  the  miuintry, 
and  yet  give  no  thought  to  their  own  sex — crushed  in  ignorance,  poverty, 
aad  pcostttnttoii— iQie  hopeless  vletiiiis  of  eastom,  law,  and  Gospel,  with 
few  to  crffer  a  helping  hand,  yAiSi»  the  whole  world  eomhlne  to  aid  the 
boy  and  l^oaflSf  the  man  f 

Our  moyement  is  already  felt  in  the  Old  World.  The  nobility  of  En- 
gland, with  Lord  Brougham  at  their  head,  have  recently  formed  a  "  So- 
ciety, for  Promoting  the  Employments  of  Women." 

All  Hda  is  the-iesQlt  of  the  agitation,  teehnieaDy  ealled  "Woman's 
Bli^its,**  through  conrentionB,  Isetores,  eLnmlalJon  of  tmete  and  peti- 
tions, and  by  the  faithful  word  attered  in  the  privacy  of  home.  The  few 
who  stand  forth  to  meet  the  world's  cold  gaze,  its  ridicule,  its  contumely, 
and  its  scorn,  are  urged  onward  by  the  prayers  and  tears,  crushed  hopes 
and  withered  hearts  of  the  sad  daughters  of  the  race.  The  wretched  will 
not  let  them  lUter;  and  they  who  seem  to  do  tiie  work,  evw  and  anon 
draw  fresh  courage  and  Inq^bation  from  the  noblest  women  of  the  age, 
who.  from  behind  the  scene,  send  IbrCh  good  words  of  oheer  and  heartfelt ' 
thanks. 

Six  years  hence,  the  men  of  New  York  purpose  to  revise  our  State 
Oonslititti«Mk*  Among  other  dianges  dsmanded,  is  the  right  of  soflrage 
lor  women^-^hioh  right  iHU  surely  be  granted.  If  tliroai^  all  tlie  inter- 
vening years  OTeiy  woman  does  her  duty.  Again  do  we  appeal  to  each 
and  all— to  every  class  and  condition — to  inform  themselves  on  this  ques- 
tion, that  woman  may  no  longer  publish  her  degradation  by  declaring 
herself  satisfied  in  her  present  position,  nor  her  ignorance  by  asserting 
that  she  has  "aU  the  rights  she  wants.*' 

Any  person  who  ponders  the  staitUng  Ihet  that  there  are  four  millions  of 
AlHean  slaves  in  this  republic,  will  instantly  put  the  question  to  himself, 
•'Why  do  these  people  submit  to  the  cruel  tyranny  that  our  government 
exercises  over  them  ? "  The  answer  is  apparent — "  simply  because  they 
are  ignorant  of  their  power."  Should  they  rise  en  mctsse^  assert  and  de- 
mand their  rights,  thsir  freedom  would  be  seeore.  It  is  the  same  with 
woman.  Why  is  it  that  one-half  the  people  of  this  nation  are  held  in 
abject  dspendenoe — oiTiUy,  politically,  socially,  the  slayes  of  man  I 


•  Franda  Jttckson.  This  fund  wm  drawn  apon  by  several  of  the  SUte*.  91,9(3.06  was 
ezpeoded  to  the  esmpaigns  In  New  York,  the  pnbltestloD  <rf  60,€00  tneto,  and  ths 

appropriation  of  several  hundred  to  a  series  of  eennons  by  the  Rev.  Antoinette  Brown 
BlackweU,  delivered  in  Hope  Chapel,  New  York ;  $1,000  was  expended  in  the  Ohio  can- 
vasi  of  1860,  and  trocts  in  large  nnmbera  were  also  sent  there.  Both  money  and  tracts 
wars  contribnted  to  the  Kansas  campaign  of  1859.  Lacj  Stone  had  Sl,fiOO  to  expend  ta 
KaniMis  in  1867,  and  tliuB  In  various  ways  the  fund  was  finally  expended,  Lncy  Stone  draw> 
ing  oat  the  last  $1,000  in  VSTL  So  careful  bad  been  the  management  of  this  faod,  that 
the  ■eeonralation  of  the  intereit  had  grestly  InareaMd  the  orii^al  ram. 
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Simply  because  woman  knows  not  her  power.  To  find  oat  he? 
natural  rights,  she  must  travel  througU  such  labrrinths  of  talse- 
hood,  that  most  minds  stand  appalled  before  the  dark  mysteries  of  life— 
tiie  seeming  ooolndlotfoiiM  In  all  lawi^  both  hamMi  tmH  divine.  Bat, 
beoaase  woman  can  not  sotre  the  whole  problem  to  her  sathtfiution, 
because  she  oan  not  pnve  to  a  demonstration  the  rottennesa  and  lULse- 
hood  of  our  preseut  customs,  shall  she,  without  protest,  supinely  en- 
dure evils  she  oan  not  at  once  redress  ?  The  sillcworm,  in  its  many  wrap- 
pings,  knows  not  it  yet  shall  fly.  The  woman,  in  her  ignoranoe,  her 
drapery,  and  her  ehains,  knows  not  that  In  advandng  eMUaalkm,  she 
too  nmst  soon  be  firee,  to  counsel  with  her  conscience  and  her  God. 

The  religion  of  our  day  teaches  that  In  the  most  sacred  relations  of  the 
raSe,  the  woman  must  ever  be  subject  to  the  man;  that  in  the  hu.^band 
centers  all  power  and  learning;  that  the  difference  in  position  between 
husband  and  wife  Is  as  vast  as  that  between  Christ  and  the  ehnrsh;  and 
woman  straggles  to  hold  the  noble  impulses  of  her  nature  in  abeyanoe 
to  opinions  uttered  hj  a  Jewish  teacher,  which,  alas!  the  mass  believe  to 
be  the  will  of  God.  Woman  tnms  from  what  she  is  taught  to  believe  are 
God's  laws  to  the  laws  of  man ;  and  in  his  vrritten  codes  she  finds  herself 
stUl  a  slave.  No  girl  of  flUoen  eoold  read  the  laws  eonesming  woman, 
made,  evsented,  and  dafsnded  by  those  who  ate  bound  to  her  by  every 
tie  of  affection,  without  a  burst  of  righteous  indignation.  Few  have  ever 
read  or  heard  of  the  barbarous  laws  that  govern  the  mothers  of  this 
Christian  republic,  and  fewer  still  care,  until  misfortune  brings  them  into 
tiie  Iron  grip  ci  tbm  law.  It  ii  the  impetatlve  dn^  of  edneated  women 
to  study  the  Oonstttatlon  and  statntes  under  whldh  they  Ihre,  that  when 
they  flhall  have  a  voice  in  the  govemmenti  thsy  may  brfag  wisdom  and 
not  folly  into  its  councils. 

We  now  demand  the  ballot,  trial  by  jury  of  our  peer«,  and  an  equal 
right  to  the  Joint  earnings  of  the  marriage  copartnership.  And,  until  the 
Constttntion  be  so  ohanged  as  to  give  us  a  voiee  in  the  government,  we 
demand  that  man  shall  make  all  his  laws  on  property,  marriage,  and  di- 
vorce, to  bear  equally  on  man  and  woman. 


N.  B.— Let  every  Mend  eommaiee  to  get  signataies  to  tiie  petition 
without  delay,  and  send  up  to  Albany  early  in  Janvaqr,  rither  to  your 

representative  or  to  Lydia  Mott. 

How  can  any  wife  or  mother,  who  to-day  rejoices  in  her  legal  rif?ht  to 
the  earnings  of  her  hands,  and  the  children  of  her  love,  witiihold  the 
small  pittanee  of  a  tern  hoars  or  days  in  getting  signatures  to  the  petition, 
or  a  few  shillings  or  doUars  to  eany  the  woik  onward  and  upward,  to 
a  final  glorious  consummation. 


Woman**  BlgMa  OomrnUtM. 


'  E.  Cadt  Staitton,  President. 
Ltdta.  Mott,*  Sec.  and  Treoi. 


IEttJ»KSTIAK  L.  Ross. 
Mabxba.  C.  WtaaiBT. 
BOBAS  B«  Abthovt. 


*  Xjdte  Mott  WM  oae  of  the  qolsi  wmksm  wlio  Inpt  sU  Ihliigs  psit^^ 
sa*s  rights  nfofm  hi  notion  si  tht  espltSl.  living  hi  AIlMny,  sIm  plsansd  oonvsntloas 
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OOKVBNTION  m  kUBAm  KSa>  HBABma  BEFOBB  THE  JU- 
DIOIABY  OOmaTTBB  IN  THE  ASSEMBLY  OKAlfBEB. 

Fkbbuart  7th  Ajn>  8tb,  186L 

The  last  Convention  before  tlie  War  was  lield  in  Albany.  Ernes- 
tine L.  Rose,  Lucretia  Mott,  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  Rev.  Beriah 
Green,  Aaron  M.  Powell,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  and  Susan  J3. 
Anthony  were  the  speakers.  They  had  a  hearing  also  before  the 
Jadiciary  Committee  on  the  bill  then  pending  asking  diroroeforyarip 
ana  caosee.*  The  inteveat  in     qnestioii  waa  intense  at  this  time, 


•Bd hearings  before  the  Legislatore.  She  knew  a  large  Dnmber  of  the  tteoAen  and  vam  off 
tBiiMnee,  who  all  felt  a  profound  respect  for  that  dignified,  Jndlcloiu  Quaker  woman.  Her 
home  was  not  only  one  of  the  depots  of  the  undergroond  railroad,  where  slaves  escaping 
to  Canada  were  warmed  and  fed,  but  it  was  the  hospitable  resort  for  all  reformers.  £ver>-> 
flilnff  ebont  flie  hMM  ww  dean  snd  orderly,  and  the  table  dwqw  homilftil,  ud  lawfood 
nppetWniT.  Kn  such  men  as  Seward  aud  Marcy,  leaders  from  opposite  political  parties, 
Gerrit  Smith,  Garrison,  Pbilllpe,  Pillaboiy,  Bemond,  Foster,  Dooglaae,  representing  all 
tiM  refomut  met  tn  turn  A  Mils  llott*e  dfamei<4riile^  ihohad  tiio  adfwitago  of  houlov 
popular  questions  discussed  from  every  standpoint.  And  Misa  Mott  was  not  merely 
hostess  at  her  table,  but  on  all  occaaiooa  took  a  leading  port  in  the  oooTenation.  All  of 
tm  who  onjoijod  b«r  IHeiiddUp  tod  hospitality  deeply  feel  hor  km  Id  thateoMonratlw  cUgr.  ' 

t*  Intredueed,  on  noMoe,  bj  Mr.  Ramsey ;  read  twloe^  Midralaired  to  ttwCoanBltteeon 

the:  Jndlcliiry  ;  n  porttn!  from  nald  Committee  for  thO  OOHMldontlOD  Off  tlW  SoiMta,  ttld 
committed  to  the  Ciwamlttee  of  the  Whole]. 

AN  ACT  TK  REOARD  TO  DITORCR9  DISSOLVING  THB  MaRRIAOE  CONTRACT. 
The  Ihjpk  of  tfin  State  qf  Xexo  York^  reprt»ented  in  Senate  and  Ai^s^iMy,  do  enact  oifdlows  : 

Skotion  L  La  addition  to  the  cases  in  which  a  divorce,  dissolving  the  marriage  con- 
1mt»  OMj  BOW  be  doevMd  by  ttM  flnpnoM  Oonrti  Mieh  ft  dlvorao  lu^  bo 
eonrt  in  either  of  the  cases  following : 

1.  Where  either  party  to  the  marriage  shall,  for  the  period  of  three  years  next  preced- 
IBK  the  •ppUeallon  Ibr  mdi  diToroe,  haTo  wfltfBlly  deeoited  tte  other  porty  to  tiM  mev* 
rlage,  and  neglected  to  perform  to  such  party  the  datles  Imposed  by  their  relation. 

2.  Where  there  Is  and  shall  have  been  for  the  period  of  one  year  neact  preceding  the  ap> 
plioitton  for  such  diroroe,  eomttmioas  and  repeated  htetaaceaof  entel  and  hdniman  twt 
ment  by  either  party,  so  as  greatly  to  impair  the  health  or  endanger  the  life  of  the  other 
party,  thereby  nadeiliig  it  niMOfe  to  live  with  tho  puty  gnlltj  of  audi  crveUgr  or 
inhumanity. 

I  a.  The  foregoing  sections  shall  not  apply  to  any  penoniAo  ahdl  sot  have  been  mi 
actual  resident  of  thiafitate  for  tho  period  off  dfo  jemaoxIpMoedfeia  Mob  appUootkn 

for  such  divorce. 

1 8.  SpoeUoOloiM  OM,  two,  ond  tfano  off  oilgliMl  oaetlott  thMy^^tfrti  off  tftldo  tbnt, 

of  title  one,  of  chapter  eight,  of  ]mrt  two  of  tho  Revised  StutatOii  iImII  aiqply  tO  thOM 
eaosee  for  divorce  as  they  now  apply  to  the  catue  of  adultery. 

1 4  Tho  ottwr  prorlsioBa  off  the  Bortsed  fltatateo  vdatiBf  to  tto  pwnttaf  of  dlfwoeo 
for  adultery,  and  regulating  the  form  and  manner  of  proceedings  and  decrees,  and  the  ef- 
fBOtt  thereof,  and  the  restrictlona  and  defences  to  the  application  thereof,  shall  be  appli- 
eeblo  to  the  granting  of  dtronN  for  enneo  liorilMlNm  fpeotaod,  and  011  prooeedings 
therefor  and  thoMln,  ao  Att  aiid  Id  ottcih  manner  aa  tha  aama  any  bo  oapabla  off  ndi 
application. 

1 5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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owing  to  several  Teiy  aggravated  cases  amoDg  leading  families, 
bo&  in  tbiB  eoimtrjr  md  E&glaiid.  The  Hbenl  blh  pending 
in  the  Legidatnie  had  drawn  ipecial  attention  to  it  in  die  Em- 
pire State,  whieh  not  only  made  the  whole  question  of  maniage  and 
divorae  a  topio  of  oonvenation  at  ereiy  findde,  hat  of  many  editorial 
debates  in  oar  leading  jbnmala.  .Among  otfaen^  Horaoe  Gkeelej,  in 
ThM  N«M  Yorh  Tribuni$f  had  a  prolonged  diseosaion  with  the 
Hon.  Bobert  Dale  Owen,*  in  which  it  was  genomlly  thought  that 
the  weight  of  argument  rested  with  Mr.  Oweii ;  bat  it  was  evident 
that  Mr.  Greelej  did  not  think  ao^  as  he  afterward  republished  the 
whole  controversy  at  his  own  expense.  T?ie  Albany  Eoming  Jouit- 
nal  also  took  strong  grounds  agunst  the  bill.  But  the  opponents  in- 
variably discuMed  tho  question  on  the  basis  that  marriage  was  an 
equal  relation,  in  which  man  suffered  ae  much  as  woman,  ignoring 
the  fact  that  man  had  made  the  Jaws  governing  it,  and  all  to  his  own 
advantage. 

From  the  following  letter  of  Lucretia  Mott,  we  see  how  clear  she 
was  as  to  the  merits  of  the  position  we  had  taken  in  the  discussion  of 
this  vital  question : 

RoADSiDK,  near  Philadelphia,  4th  Mo.,  80th,  'Gl. 
My  Deak  Lydia  Mott  ; — I  have  wished  ever  since  parting  with  thee  and 
our  other  dear  friends  in  Albany  to  send  tbee  a  line,  and  have  onlj  waited  in 
the  hope  of  eontribiillng  a  Httle  **iabtt«]itisl  aid"  toward  joor  noat  and 
valoabte  **  depodtoty.**  The  twenty  dollara  oDdoied  io  from  our  Tamale  Anti- 
Slavery  Society. 

I  see  the  annual  meeting  in  New  York  is  not  to  be  held  this  spring.  Sister 
Martha  is  here,  and  was  expecting  to  attend  both  aoniveraariee.  But  we  now 
fbtak  the  Wonaa'k  Bights  meeting  had  better  not  be  attempted*  and  the  hoe 
written  BHaabeth  C.  Stanton  to  this  cibet 

I  was  well  satisfied  with  bdng  at  ttie  Albany  meeting.  I  have  dnce  met 
with  the  following  from  a  speech  of  Lord  Brougham's,  which  pleased  me,aa 
being  as  radical  as  mine  in  your  stately  Hall  of  Representatiycs : 

"  Before  woman  can  have  any  justice  by  tlie  laws  of  England,  there  must  be 
a.totolreooiiatniotloii  of  the  whole  system;  ibr  aay  attempt  to  amend  itwoold 
pfove  vielMa.  The  great  charter,  in  establiahiBg  llie  anpremacy  of  hnr  orer 
prerogative,  provides  only  for  justice  between  man  and  man;  for  woman  noth- 
ing is  left  but  common-law,  accumulationB  Hrr^l  modifications  of  original  Gothic 
and  Roman  heathenism,  which  no  amouut  of  filtration  through  ecclesiastical 
ooorti  could  ehaage  into  Ohiladan  laws.  They  are  deehred  nnworthy  a 
Gbtistita  peopte  by  great  Joriete ;  still  they  remain  anchanged.** 

So  Bttsabeth  Stenton  wiU  see  that  I  ham  aothoiity  fat  going  to  1H»  loot  of 
the  evil 

We  had  a  delightful  golden-wedding  on  the  lOth  inst  All  our  children  and 


•  PaUlsbed  at  the  does  ef  Mr.  Oreeky*e  »BeooUeeiione  of  a  Bosy  life.** 
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childrcti's  children  were  present,  and  a  number  of  our  friends  liereawny.  Our 
sister  Mary  W.  Hicks  and  her  grand  daughter  May  were  all  oi  Jatues's  relativM 
from  New  York.  Brother  Richard  and  daughter  Cannie  could  not  ftel  Ulw 
coming.  Brother  Bilas  and  Barah  Oornell  could  not  come. 

LoTO  to  alL  LvcBsnA  Mott. 

In  1861  came  "  the  war  of  the  rebellion,"  the  great  (X)nflict 
between  the  North  and  the  South,  the  final  struggle  between  froe- 
dom  and  slavery.  Tlie  women  who  had  so  perse veringly  labored 
for  their  own  enfranchisement  now  gave  all  their  time  and  thought 
to  the  nation's  life;  their  patriotism  was  alike  spontaneous  and 
enduring.  In  the  canitary  movement,  in  the  hospitals,  on  the  battle* 
field,  gathering  in  the  harvests  on  the  far-off  prairies — all  that  heroic 
women  dared  and  snfferad  through  those  long  dark  yean  of  iiixietj 
and  death)  shonld  have  made  ''jastioe  to  woman"  the  spontaneona 
eiy  on  the  lipa  of  oar  nilera,  as  we  welcomed  the  leturn  oi  tiie  fiitt 
glad  dajB  of  peace.  AU  speeific  work  for  her  own  righto  she  wiU- 
inf^  thmst  aside.  Ko  OonyentionB  were  held  ibr  five  jears;  na 
petitUKU  dnmlatod  ibr  her  dvil  and  politioal  righto ;  the  action  of 
Stote  LegislatoreB  was  wholly  forgotten.  In  their  stead,  Loyal 
Leagues  were  formed,  and  petitions  by  the  hundred  thousand  for 
the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  rolled  up  and  sent  to  Oongress — a 
measure  which  with  speech  and  pen  they  pressed  on  the  nation's 
heart,  seeing  clearly  as  they  did  that  this  was  the  pivotal  point  of 
the  great  conflict. 

Thus  left  un watched,  the  Legislature  of  New  York  amended  the 
law  of  ISCO,  taking  from  the  mother  the  lately  guariuitoed  right  to 
the  equal  guardianship  of  her  children,  replacing  it  by  a  species  of 
veto  power,  which  did  not  allow  the  father  to  bind  out  or  will  away 
a  child  without  the  mother's  consent  in  writing  The  law  iruaran- 
teeing  the  widow  the  control  of  the  property,  which  the  husband 
should  leave  at  death,  for  the  care  and  protection  of  minor  chiU 
dren,  was  also  repealed,  ^lis  cowardly  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  1862  *  is  the  strongest  possible  proof  of  woman's  need  of  the  ballot 

■  •  Pabod  Apbix.  10,  ISA 

BiOT.  8.  Any  married  woman,  poMessed  of  real  «ilate  her  leporate  property,  may 
iMflgidn,  sell,  and  com  ey  such  property,  and  enter  faito  tay  oontnet  in  nftlttice  to  the 

same,  with  the  Hko  effect  in  ull  respects  as  If  ?he  were  tinmarried ;  nnd  she  may  In  like 
manner  enter  into  such  covenant  or  covenanta  for  title  aa  are  usual  in  cunveymnces  of 
real  eitate,  which  eoveoaiiU  ahau  be  oMIgatory  to  htnd  her  eeparate  property,  In  eue  the 
tame  or  any  of  them  be  brrikcn. 

S  3.  The  fourth,  filth,  sixth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  el«veuth  sections  of  the  eald  Act  are 
benbgr  vepeeM. 

Tth.  Any  married  woman  may,  while  married,  sue  and  be  sued,  In  nil  matters  having 
rditton  to  her  sole  and  separate  property,  or  which  may  hereafter  come  to  her  by 
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in  her  own  band  for  pfoteetbn.  Had  she  poMised  tlie  power 
to  mako  and  nnmake  l^gulatore^  no  State  AiBemblj  would  have 
dared  thos  to  rob  tiie  motfaer  of  bar  natural  rights.  Bnt  withoot  the 
snflrage  flhe  was  belpleak  While,  in  her  loyalty  to  the  GoTemment 
and  her  loye  to  hnmanitj,  she  was  enoonraging  the  boys  in  bine" 
to  light  for  the  freedom  of  the  bUck  mothers  of  the  South,  these 
dastaidlj  kw-makeiSy  filled  with  the  spirit  of  slayeholders,  were 
stealing  the  cliildien  and  the  property  of  the  white  mothen  in  the 
Empire  State  I 

When  Susan  B.  Anthony  heard  of  the  repeal  of  1862,  she  wa§ 
filled  with  astooiahment,  and  wrote  thoa  to  Miae  Lydia  Mott : 

DsAK  LTDI4!— Tour  ttwtling  letter  is  bffiira  me.  I  knew  some  weeks  ago 
that  that  abominable  thing  was  on  the  ealendar,  idfli  aome  aiz  or  eigkt 

hundred  bills  "btprre  and  hence  felt  sore  it  woald  not  come  np  this  winter, 
and  that  in  the  meantime  we  should  sound  the  alarm.  Well,  well;  while  the  old 
jfuard  sleep  the  young  "  devils  "  are  wide-awake,  and  we  deserve  to  suflFer  for 
our  conKdence  in  man's  sense  of  justice,"  and  to  have  all  we  have  gained  thus 
anatehed  ftem  as.  Bnt  nothing  shott  of  tUa  can  rooae  oor  women  again  to 
action.  All  onr  rsllannaia  aeem  aoddenly  to  have  grown  politic  All  alike  aay, 
"  Have  no  conventions  at  this  crisis  "  1  Garrison,  Phillips,  Mrs.  Mott,  Mrs.  Wright 
Mrs.  Stanton,  etc,  say,  "  Wait  nntil  the  war  eadtement  abates  "  j  whichis  to  snj. 


descent,  devise,  bequest,  porchase,  or  the  gift  or  grant  of  any  pera<Hit  In  the  same  manner 
as  if  she  were  sole ;  and  any  married  woman  may  bring  and  nudntalB  an  aelian  In  ber 
own  name,  for  dumagWi  against  any  penoo  or  body  corpoiata^  for  any  Injury  to  ber  per- 
son or  character,  tbo  flnmp  a*  if  !<!ie  were  sole  ;  and  the  monfy  rPcelred  upon  the  '■cttle- 
ment  of  any  sucb  action,  or  rocuvered  upon  a  Judgment,  shall  be  ber  sol«  aud  &eparalc 
propaitf.  In  ease  It  sbaU  bo  neesMttty  In  the  pfoseenlion  or  deHsoM  <rf  anj  aetton 

brought  by  nr  n^ntlnst  a  mnrHod  woman,  to  enter  into  on}-  bond  or  undertaklne,  such 
bond  or  undertaking  may  b«  executed  by  such  married  woman,  with  the  aame  effect  in 
•11  rsipeels  as  tf  She  were  sOle;  and  In  OMe  the  said  bond  or  vntetShteg  riuill  beeonse 
broken  or  forfeited,  the  «ame  may  he  enforced  against  her  separate  instate. 

8tb.  No  bargain  or  contruct  made  by  any  munied  woman,  In  respect  to  lier  sole  and 
separate  property,  or  any  property  which  may  hertiafter  come  to  her  by  descent,  devise, 
beqnest,  purchase,  or  the  gift  or  gnnt  of  any  peison  (eaeept  her  hnslMmdX  and  no 
bargain  or  contract  entered  into  by  any  ronrrled  woman,  in  or  about  the  rnrryine  on  of 
any  trade  or  bosinest*,  under  any  statute  of  this  State,  shall  be  binding  upon  her  bnsbaud, 
or  render  bin  or  Us  property  in  any  way  HaMe  therefor. 

5th.  In  an  action  brought  or  defended  by  »ny  married  woman  In  her  name,  her 
husband  sliall  not,  neither  shall  his  property,  be  liable  for  the  costs  thereof,  or  the 
recovery  therafa.  In  an  aetlon  brought  by  her  tor  an  taijwy  to  her  person,  dianeter,  or 
property.  If  Judgment  sh;UI  pass  against  her  for  costs,  the  court  In  wblch  the  action  U 
pending  shall  have  JurisdicUon  to  enforce  payment  of  such  judgment  oat  of  ber  teparafee 
estate,  though  the  som  recovered  be  less  than  cue  hundred  doUars. 

6th.  No  man  shall  bfaid  his  cfafld  to  amMrvotieeshlp  or  servloe,  or  part  with  the  control 
of  Buch  child  or  create  any  te^tanieutary  guardian  tbcraffOTi  nnlota  the  mother.  If  li?iB|{^ 
shall  In  writing  signify  her  assent  thereto. 

Tfb.  A  narried  woman  may  be  ancd  la  any  of  Ihc  eonrta  of  ttiis  State,  and  wbenever  a 
judgment  shall  be  recovered  against  a  married  woman,  the  same  may  he  enfrsrced  by  • 
eaeentlon  against  her  sole  and  separate  estate  in  the  same  manner  as  if  she  were  sole. 
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**  Ask  ouroppooenta  if  they  think  we  had  better  speak,  or,  rather,  if  they  do  not 
AiBk  we  bad  better  ronalii  fOcDt."  I  an  eiek  at  hearty  bol  I  can  not  cany  tiia 
worid  asaiast  the  wish  and  the  will  of  our  begt  frienda*  Bvt  what  can  we  do 

now,  when  even  the  motioD  to  retain  the  mother's  joint  guardianship  is  voted, 
down?  Twenty  thousand  petitiuna  rolled  up  for  that — a  hard  year's  work  ! — 
the  law  secured  1 — the  echoes  of  our  words  of  gratitude  in  the  capitol  have 
•caioa  died  awaj,  and  now  all  ia  loetl 

Aod,  wone  stiU,  in  1871,^  after  the  blaok  man  im  aotonly  eman- 
cipafeed,  bot  eofranehiaed,  hy  the  Fonrteeiith  and  Fifteenth  Amend> 
mentSy  which,  oreiriding  State  Oonatitatioii  and  atatate  law,  abol- 
iahed  tiie  property  quaHflcation  for  oolored  Totars  in  the  8tete  <d 
Kew  York,  another  step  of  retrpgreesiye  legislation  was  taken  against 
woman,  in  the  repeal  of  section  nine  f  of  the  Act  of  1860,  re-enacting 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  old  common  law,  which  holds  that  the 
children  bom  in  legsX  wedlock  belong  to  the  father  alone.  Had 
woman  held  the  ballot — that  weapon  of  protection — in  her  hand  to 
punish  legislators,  b^  withholding  her  vote  from  those  thus  derelict 
to  duty,  no  repeal  of  the  law  of  1S60  oould  have  poesiblj  taken 
place. 

Albany,  April  8,  1881. 

Dkar  Miss  AirrHOirr: — ^Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  6th  duly  received. 

The  Statute  of  1862,  Laws  of  1862,  chapter  90,  page  157,  repealed  the 
grandest  aad  orowniog  aeotioa  of  the  Statute  of  1860,  viz:  Seotions  4,  5, 
6^  9y  10,  and  11,  oof^  of  whiob  aeetloos  I  herewith  Ineloee  yoo.  Hiad 
these  sections  remained,  wivee  in  this  State  would  have  poaaeeaed  equal 
rights  with  their  husbands,  save  simply  the  right  of  voting.  It  was  a 
great  mistake  and  wrong  to  repeal  them.  Had  I  been  a  member  of  the 
Senate  at  that  time,  as  I  was  not,  I  don't  think  it  would  have  been  done. 

I  do  not  know  irho  waa  the  antbor  ot  the  repeal  Mil,  nor  did  I  know  of 
its  exiateooe  until  I  saw  it  in  the  statote-book.  I  think  Jndice  Charles  J. 
Folger,  now  Chief-Justico  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  was  chairman  of  the 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee,  and  the  bill  of  1862  must  therefore  have 
passed  through  the  liands  of  that  Committee,  in  which  it  originated,  or 
tbiOQi^  whfeh  it  waa  reported,  and  by  the  Inflaenee  of  wUeh  It  must 
have  been  adopted. 


•  Thb  Qttaxdiaitbhtp  Law,  passbd  Apbh,  26,  1871. 

6th.  The  BwTOgata,  to  whom  appUcatlon  may  be  made  under  ettber  o(  the  praeeding 
aeeCkHM,  shall  have  the  same  power  to  allow  and  appotnt  gnafiHMit  m  to  poiMseed  hj 
the  teineiDe  Court,  and  may  appoint  a  guardian  for  a  minor  whoM  father  to  llvlDg,  vpoo 
peraonal  ierricc  of  notice  of  the  application  for  such  appointment  upon  puch  father, 
at  least  ten  days  prior  thereto ;  and  Id  all  cases  the  Surrogate  abail  Inquire  into  the 
ebevBMCaaecs  ef  the  minor  and  aaoertaln  the  anoimt  of  hto  penonal  proper^,  eodtte 
value  of  the  rents  and  proflta  of  his  real  estate,  and  for  that  parpese  flUgr  eOBipei  aoj 
penon  to  appear  before  him  and  tostity  in  relation  thereto. 

t  Bee  law  of  1880. 
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SuuDge  that  you  women,  so  watckful  aud  so  regardful  of  your  rights, 
shoald  have  allowed  the  vepeal  of  thoee  impoftaat  Mottons,  iHtboat 
etreoooas  oppoatiiott.  Yety  sinoeMly  joufe, 

kmmxm  J.  CoLvnr. 

We  were  busily  engaged  rolling  up  petitions  for  the  Thirteenth 
Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  our  hearts  and  hands  full 
of  work  for  the  Governraent  in  the  midst  of  the  war,  supposing  all 
was  safe  at  Albany.  But  how  comes  it  that  the  author  of  the  bill 
of  1860,  residing  at  the  capital,  never  heard  of  its  repeal?  If  the 
bill  was  so  slyly  passed  that  Mr.  Colvin  himself  did  not  know  of  it 
until  he  saw  it  in  the  statate-bookf  it  is  not  remarkable  that  it  es- 
caped OUT  notioe  in  time  to  prerent  it 

Gbrbbta,  N.  Y.,  AprU  12,  1881. 
Miss  Anthoxt.  Dbar  Madam: — I  was  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee  of  the  New  York  Senate  In  1862-'3-'4-'5-'6-7-'8-'9.  Judge  John 
Willard,  of  Saratoga  County,  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  in  that 
year,  and  a  member  of  that  Gommltteew  He  was  tiie  antlior  of  the  Aet 
of  His  object,  as  I  have  always  nndentood  it,  was  to  simplify,  make 
clear,  consistent,  and  pmctical  some  of  the  legislation  in  regard  to  mar- 
ried women.  I  think,  with  dofen^nce  I  say  it,  that  you  are  not  strictly 
accurate  in  caLLing  the  legislation  of  1862  a  repealing  one.  The  first  tiec- 
tlon  of  the  Aet  of  1868  (dhap.  ITS.  p.  843)  ommnit  the  third  eeottom  of  the 
Act  of  1860  (ohap.  90,  p.  157),  by  strikiog  out  the  provision  requiring  the 
assent  of  the  husband,  and  giving  the  wife  the  right  (or  privilege)  to  con- 
tract and  convey  as  ekfeme  sole,  and  to  covenant  for  title,  etc.,  etc.  That 
amendment  rendered  unnecessary  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  sections  of 
the  Aet  of  1860.  Thej  woold  have  lUlen  of  themselves  that  Is,  have  heen 
repealed  bj  Impileation,  as  Ineondstent  ivlth  the  greater  power  and  free- 
dom attiUned  by  married  women  by  the  amendment  of  1368  to  the  Act  of 
1860.  But  ex  abundanti  cautela,  as  Jndgo  Willard  would  have  said,  there 
was  an  express  repeal  of  tiiem.  The  tenth  and  eleventh  sections  of  the 
Act  of  1860,  were  also  repealed  expressly;  but  not  to  the  sole  detriment 
of  married  women.  The  tenth  seetion  gave  to  married  men  and  manried 
women  a  life  estate  in  certain  cases  in  one-third  of  all  the  real  estate  of 
which  t1i^>  wife  or  husband  died  seized.  The  wife  had  before  the  Act  of 
1860,  aud  has  now,  that  estate.  The  tenth  section  gave  her  nothing. 
The  repeal  of  it  took  nothing  from  her.  The  eleventh  section,  so  tar  as 
It  gave  a  lifls  estate^  Is  the  same  as  the  tenth.  So  fhr  as  it  gave  the  use 
of  all  the  real  estate  of  the  intestate  for  the  minority  of  the  youngest 
child,  it  was  an  addition  to  the  property  rights  of  the  wife,  but  \t  wac  ajf?© 
an  liddition  to  tho  property  rights  of  the  husband.  I  nm  not  able  from 
memory  to  say  why  it  was  repealed ;  and  it  is  remembrance  and  not  rea- 
eonhig  that  yon  ask  Ibr.  The  tliJrd  seetion  of  the  Aet  of  1668  amends  the 
seventh  of  the  Act  of  1860  by  strildng  ont  the  phrase,  "sMepi  her  hut- 
band,^  thus  enabling  a  married  woman  to  protest  the  ptopeitgr  given  to 
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hor  by  the  husband,  in  which  the  Aot  of  1860  was  lame,  and  in  other 
ways  gave  more  freedom  and  power  to  married  women.  The  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  Aot  of  1862  amends  the  eighth  section  of  the  Aot  of  1860,  but 
only  in  its  verbiage.  The  fifth  eeotion  of  the  Aet  of  1862  does  not 
impair  Aet  of  1800;  It  elmplj  puts  the  women  before  the  eoorti,  end 
the  law  as  an  entltj  able  to  go  alone.  The  elzth  eeotion  of  the  Aet  of 
1862  increases  the  powers  of  a  married  woman,  by  giving  her  a  veto  on 
some  acts  of  hor  husband.  The  seventh  section  is  like  the  fifth.  In  no 
other  respeot  than  those  I  have  named  did  the  Act  of  1862  affect  the 
Aet  of  1800.  In  but  one  thing  did  it  lepeal,  in  the  sense  <tf  teUng  away 
any  right  or  power  or  privHege  or  fteedom  that  tiie  Aet  of  1800  gaye. 
On  the  contrary,  in  some  respeetei  It  gave  more  or  greater. 

I  am  glad  that  you  wrote  to  me.  I  am  glad  that  I  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  defend  the  memory  of  a  good  man,  Judge  John  Willard.  I  make 
bold  to  ask  yoa  to  torn  to  the  thirty-seventh  volume  of  Barbour's  ba- 
preme  Court  Beports,  Appendix,  pp.  670  ieq^  and  read  tlie  wwde 
spoken  of  him  by  liie  peers.  I  am  glad  aleo  to  have  the  opportanity  to 
speak  a  word  for  my  Judiciary  Committee. 

And  I  will  not  close  this  lengthened  answer,  without  suggesting  a  sus- 
picion, that  those  wiio  have  takon  the  notion  that  the  Act  of  1862  was  a 
retrograde  step,  have  done  so  without  comparing  for  themselves  the  two 
acte. 

For  myaell^  I  have  the  diettnotlon  of  being  one  of  less  than  half-apdosen 

Senators  who  voted  that  women  have  the  rig^t  to  vote  for  delegates  to 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1866;  and  one  of  about  a  dozen  and  a 
half  members  of  that  Convention  who  voted  to  erase  from  the  suffrage 
article  the  word  "«iMd«."  I  have  never  been  convinced  of  the  expediency 
of  giving  to  fsmales  the  privilege  of  saJfrege;  but  I  have  never  been  able 
to  see  the  avgnment  by  wliioh  they  were  not  ae  mneh  entitled  to  the  r^fU 
as  males. 

TroBtiog  that  yoa  will  forgive  the  length  of  this  epistle, 

I  am  with  respeoti  yoors,  etc.,  eto., 

XUS  BUSAV  B.  AHXHOn.  OHABIBB  J.  FOMBB. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  above  letters,  both  Mr.  Colvin  and  Mr. 
Folger  make  mistakes  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  these  bills.  In 
speaking  of  the  complete  equality  of  husbands  and  wives  under  tiie 
law  of  1860,  Mr,  Colvin  said,  "All  the  wife  then  had  to  ask  was  the 
right  of  suffrage,"  quite  forgetting  that  the  wife  has  never  had  an 
equal  right  to  the  joint  earnings  of  the  copartnership,  as  no  valua- 
tion has  ever  been  placed  on  her  labor  in  the  household,  to  whicli 
she  gives  all  her  time,  thought,  and  strength,  the  absolute  sacrifice 
of  herself,  mind  and  body,  all  possibility  of  self -development  and 
self-improvement  being  in  most  cases  out  of  the  question.  Mr. 
Folger  in  saying  the  repeal  of  section  eleven  affected  man  as  much 
as  woman,  falls  into  the  same  mistake,  assuming  that  the  joint  eam- 
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iiigs  belong  to  mati.  We  say  that  the  wife  who  Burrenders  herself 
whollj  to  domestic  life,  foregoing  all  opportonities  for  pecuniar j 
indepeiidMiM  aod  penonal  diatinctioii  in  the  worM  of  worii:,  or  the 
higher  walks  of  litenlnre  and  art,  in  order  to  make  it  poarible  for 
fhe  huiband  to  haTO  home  and  family  tie8|8Dd  at  the  same  time^his 
worldly  aaooeaaes  and  ambitioiu,  liehly  eama  the  place  of  an  equal 
partner.  In  their  joint  aoonmalationi^  her  labor  and  economy  ahoidd 
be  taken  into  aoeonnt. 

This  is  Mtf  pomt  of  interest  to  Hie  vast  majority  of  mairied 
women,  since  it  ia  only  the  fiw  who  ever  possess  anything  throogh 
separate  earnings  or  inheritance.  A  law  seonring  to  the  wife  the  ab- 
Bolnte  right  to  one-half  the  joint  earnings,  and  at  the  death  of  the 
husband,  the  same  control  of  property  and  children  that  he  has  when 
she  dies,  might  make  some  show  of  justice ;  but  it  is  a  provision  not 
yet  on  the  statnte-books  of  any  civilized  nation  on  the  globe. 

The  seeming  sophistry  of  Judirc  Folger  may  be  traced  to  the  uni- 
versal fact  that  man  does  not  appreciate  tlie  arduous  and  unremitting 
labors  of  the  wife  in  the  household,  or  her  settled  diseatiefaction  in 
having  no  pecuniary  recompense  for  her  labore.  No  man  with  cul- 
tured brain  and  skilled  hands  would  consider  himself  recompensed 
for  a  life  of  toil  in  being  provided  with  shelter,  food,  and  clothes 
while  his  employer  was  living,  to  be  cut  down  in  his  old  age  to  a 
mere  pitfcanoe ;  yet  anefa  ia  the  litte  of  the  majority  of  wives  and 
widows  under  the  most  beneficent  provisioDa  of  oor  ststntes  in  this 
favored  republic.  Trae,  the  law  says  the  husband  shall  maintain 
the  wile  in  accordance  with  his  oiiciunBtances'';  he  being  judge, 
jury,  ezecative.  Though  she  may  toil  inceseantly,  and  her  duties  be 
fsr  more  ezhanstiye  than  his,  yet  he  is  supposed  to  maintain  her,  and 
the  joint  property  is  always  disposed  of  on  that  basis.  Legislation 
for  woman  proceeds  on  the  assumption,  that  all  she  needs  is  a  bare 
support;  and  that  she  is  destitute  of  the  natural  human  desire  to 
aoomnulate,  possess^  and  control  the  results  of  her  own  labor. 
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W0MA2(,  CHUBCH,  AKD  STATE, 
m  MiTTTiHi  JOSLYN  OAOX. 

W<»iiaii  under  old  religloD»— Womao  took  paii  in  ofBcea  of  earlj  CbrisUaa  Cbarch  Couu* 
elto— Original  ■lii'-CelllM^  of  the  cImst— Thdr  degrading  seofiultty— Wsodallnn— 
Marriage— Debasing  externals  and  debasing  Idons— Witchcraft— Tlirec  btrlklne:  point* 
for  conblderatlon  —  Bamlng  of  Witches— Witcbcraft  In  New  England  —  Morriags 
with  devUa— Woumu  6  Hight  of  property  not  recognised — Wife  ownecahlp— Women 
legiileted  for  as  alaTM— Marriage  under  the  Greek  Church— The  Salle  Jaw— CronH 
wellian  era — The  Reformation — Woman  under  mdnustif  niles  in  the  Protestant  home — 
Polygamy  taught  by  Luther  and  other  Prot^bUiut  Divines — The  Mormon  doctrine 
regarding  woman  tta  logleAl  retnlt— Mfltou  responsible  for  many  existing  views  to  re- 
pard  to  won  i;ni  Woman's  subordinatinn  taught  to-day — The  Bee  trial— Rif^ht  Rev.  Dr. 
Cox— Bev.  JLoox -Little— Pau-Preabyteriana — Quakers  not  aejlberal  as  they  have  been 
eonslderod— Restrictive  eetkm of  the KethodlslQinrdi—Offleiialvedebete  upon  ordain- 
ing Mi^s  Oliver— The  EplseopolCbllrthBlldlli  restrictions — Sundaj-school  toachiug.s— 
Week-day-achool  teachings — Sermon  upon  woman's  subordination  by  the  Prcldcrit  of 
a  Baptist  Theological  Seminary— Professor  CtiribUieb  of  Qennany — "  Deur,  will  you 
Mng  me  my  shawl  t"— Female  sex  looked  lipoa  as  s  degndetfon— A  eaemegkHit 
child  Sncrptar\-  Fvnrts,  in  the  Bcerhtr-Tilton  ♦rlnl,  upon  woman's  subordination— 
Women  degiuded  in  science  and  literature— Large-hearted  meo  npon  woman's  degrada- 
tion—Wives  still  sold  fai  the  msrket>p1soe  m  **man^**  led  by  a  baiter  aroond  their 
necl^— Degrading  servile  labor  perfonnedtuwonuoi  In  Christian  countries — A  lower 
degradation  —  "  Qnecn'*  women  "—"  Govenimont  women" — Interpolations  In  the 
Bible— Letter  from  iloward  Crosby,  D.D.,  LL.D— What  la  Truth  » 

WoMAH  iB  told  tbat  her  preBent  position  in  society  is  entirely  due 
to  Obnattanitj,  and  fjtoB  assertion  ia  then  made  the  basis  of  oppo- 
sition to  her  demands  for  exact  eqnaHty  with  man  in  all  the  relations 
of  life.  Knowing  that  the  position  of  every  haman  being  keeps 
pace  with  the  religion  and  civilkation  of  his  oonntiy,  and  that  in 
many  ancient  nations  woman  had  secured  a  good  degree  of  respect 
and  power,  as  compared  even  with  tliat  t^he  basin  the  present  era, 
it  has  been  decided  to  presrat  this  subject  from  a  historical  stand- 
point, and  to  show  woman's  position  under  the  Ohristian  Chorch  for 
the  last  1,500  years. 

If  in  so  doing  we  shall  help  to  show  man's  nnwarranted  nsnrpa- 
tii»n  over  woman's  religions  and  civil  rights,  and  the  very  great  dif- 
ference between  true  religion  and  theology,  this  chapter  will  not 
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bftve  beea  written  in  vain^  as  it  will  pr076  that  the  moBt  grievoos 

wound  ever  inflicted  upon  woman  has  been  in  the  teaehing  that 

she  was  not  created  equal  with  man,  and  the  oonseiiaent  denial  o>.  ^ 

her  rigfatf  ul  place  and  position  in  Ohoreh  and  State. 

Woman  had  acquired  great  liberty  under  the  old  dyilizations.  lu 
Borne  she  had  not  only  aecuied  remarkable  personal  and  property 
rights,*  but  she  officiated  as  priesteds  in  the  most  holj  offices  of  re- 
ligion. Not  only  as  Vestal  Yiigin  did  she  guard  the  Sacred  Fii*c,  upon 
whose  preservation  the  welfare  of  Borne  was  held  to  depend,  but  at 
the  end  of  every  consular  period  women  officiated  in  private  worship 
and  sacrifice  to  the  Bona  Dea,  with  mystic  ceremonies  which  no 
man's  presence  was  suffered  to  profane.  Tlie  Eleusinian  mysteries 
were  attrilnited  to  CercB  herself,  and  but  few  men  ha<l  the  courage 
to  dare  initiation  into  tlieir  most  secret  rites.  In  ancient  Egypt, 
woman  bought  and  sold  in  the  markets,  was  physician,  colleges  for 
her  instruction  iu  medicine  existing  1,200  years  before  Christ ; 
she  founded  its  literature,  the  "  Sacred  Songs "  of  Isis  being 
deemed  by  Plato  literally  10,000  years  old ;  as  priestess  she 
performed  the  most  holy  offices  of  religion,  holding  the  bacred 
Sistrum  and  offering  sacrifices  to  the  gods;  she  sat  upon  its 
throne  and  directed  the  civiliation  of  this  oonntry  at  the  most  i 
brilliant  period  of  its  history^  while  in  the  marriage  relation  she 
held  more  than  equality;  the  husband  at  the  ceremony  promis- 
ing obedience  to  the  wife  in  all  things,  a  mle  whidi  according 
to  Wilkinson,  wrought  no  hann,  bat,  on  the  contrary,  was  pro- 
ductlTo  of  lasting  fidelity  and  regard,  the  husband  and  wife  sitting  to- 
gether npon  the  same  double  chair  in  life^  and  lying  together  in  the 
same  tomb  after  death.  Gnmos  against  women  were  rare  in  olden 
Egypt,  and  were  punished  in  the  most  severe  manner.  In  Persia, 
woman  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  ancient  Parsee  religion,  which 
taught  the  existence  of  but  a  single  Gk)d,  thus  introducing  monothe- 
ism into  that  rare  old  kingdom.  The  Germans  endowed  their 
wives  upon  marriage  with  a  horse,  bridle,  and  spear,  emblematic 


♦  Maine  (Gains)  Bays  of  the  position  of  woman  under  Roman  law  before  the  Intro- 
dactlon  of  CbrisUanlty :  "  The  Joriconaulists  had  eTldeatly  at  this  time  aaaamfld  the 
equUtyof  tiMMZMMApffliielpleor  theood«of  aqidity.  Tlie  fllliulloii  of  Hie  Bomaii 

■woman,  whether  marriptl  or  siny;!*?,  became  one  of  great  personal  and  proporty  Inde- 
pendence ....  but  Chrlatiaoity  tended  somewhat,  Arom  the  very  first,  to  narrow  this 
mnatlnble  Ubwty.  The  prafaOf nflr  slito  of  rdtgfanis  wntlineiit  ma j  explain  why  modem 
Jorisprudeuce  has  adopted  these  rule*  eoooerning  the  position  of  woman  which  belong 

peculiarly  to  an  imperfect  cirUUaUoo  No  eooietgr  which  presenrea  eny  tincture  of 

Cbriatten  Instltatioiia,  It  likely  to  refttora  to  manled  women  the  perMwal  liberty  con- 
feired  OB  then  bj  middle  Bomu  ten.  Cmon  Um  lue  deeply  ip|ttied  cWliiitloiiL** 
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of  equality,  and  they  held  themselves  boand  to  chastity  in  tihe 
marital  relation.  13i6  women  of  SeandiiHiTia  were  rcgaided  wilii  r»- 
spect,  and  xnaniage  was  hold  as  sacrsd  by  both  men  and  women. 
These  old  Berserkers  reverenoed  their  Alran%  or  Holy  Women,  on 
earlih,  and  woxshqted  goddesses  in  heaven. 

All  Pagandom  leoogmaed  a  female  priestihood,  some  making  their 
national  safety  to  depend  npon  them,  like  Bome;  syhils  wrote  the 
Books  of  Fate^  and  oracles  where  women  presided  were  oonsnlted 
by  many  nations.  The  proof  of  woman's  also  taking  part  in  the 
offices  of  the  Christian  Chuidi  at  an  early  date  is  to  be  fonnd  in 
the  very  restrictions  which  were  at  a  later  period  placed  npon  her. 
The  Council  of  Laodicea,  a.d.  365,  in  its  eleventh  canon  *  forbade 
the  ordination  of  women  to  the  ministry,  and  by  its  forty-fourth 
canon  prohibited  them  from  entering;  into  tlie  altar. 

The  Council  of  Orleans,  a.d.  511.  consisting  of  twenty-six  bisliops 
and  priests,  promulgated  a  canuii  declaring  that  on  account  of  their 
frailty,  women  must  be  excluded  from  the  deaconship. 

Nearly  five  hundred  years  later  than  the  Council  of  Laodicea,  we 
fiud  the  Council  of  Paris  (a.d.  824)  bitterly  complaining  that  wom- 
en serve  at  the  altar,  and  even  give  to  the  people  the  body  and 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  Cooneil  of  AixJa^Ohapelle,  only  eight 
years  previously,  had  forbidden  abbesses  from  tsking  upon  them- 
selves any  priestly  function.  Thiougfa  these  canons  we  have  the 
negative  proof  that  for  many  hundred  years  women  preached,  bap- 
tizedyt  administered  the  sacrament,  and  filled  varions  offices  of  the 
Chnidi,  and  that  men  took  it  npon  themselves  to  forbid  them 
from  sach  fanotions  tbrongh  prohibitory  canons. 

A  curious  old  black-letter  volume  published  in  London  in  1683, 
entitled  ^  The  Lawes  and  Besdntions  of  Women's  Bights,''  says» 


*  Canon  Itw  to  Ike  wIwIb  body  of  Ohueh  daoroei  ennsted  by  oOttneOt,  buDi,  deeretab, 

«ic.,  and  Is  rcco^ized  as  a  system  of  laws  primarily  estabUsUed  by  the  CbrlHtlan  Church, 
and  enforced  by  ecclesiastical  anthority.  It  took  cogniianoe  first  merely  of  what  were 
eontldered  epiritoal  duties,  but  ultimately  aztandad  ItaaU  to  temporal  righta.  It  vaa 
collected  and  embodied  In  ttM  nlnfh  centwy,  dsea  wMob  period  niuMiroaa  addftkMie 

have  been  made. 

t  Tbe  womra  claimed  the  right  to  baptixe  their  own  sex.  But  the  bishops  and  pros- 
bjten  did  not  caro  to  tM  rslaaaed  fkmn  tbe  pleasant  duty  of  baptlzlni;  the  female  eon* 

nW^Mt—Hia.  <if  Chrittian  ReliffUm  from  A,3>.  to  iXX),  p.  28,  WaiU.  The  Coni«Ututlon  of  the 
Obarch  of  Alexandria,  which  is  thought  to  have  been  eetabUshed  about  the  year  dUU, 
teqnlred  tbe  applicant  for  baptism  to  be  dlveeted  of  eloihing,  and  after  the  ordfoanoe 
bad  been  admiolatered,  to  be  aoointed  With  Oil.— iMd.,  p.  884-5.  Tbe  converts  were  first 
exorclbcd  of  tbe  evil  spirits  that  were  supposed  to  inhabit  them ;  then,  after  nndross* 
log  and  being  baptized,  they  were  anointed  with  oil.— i^unsen't  CArMionUy  <tf  Mankind^ 
VUL  TJLtp,  S86^;  8d  TU.  Jnobete. 
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*^  the  KMcm  why  vomen  have  no  control  in  Pariiament,  why  thej 
,  main  no  kwiyOonMnt  to  n4me^  abrogate  nonei  is  liieurOrif^ 

This  doctrine  of  her  original  rin  Ilea  at  the  base  of  the  leligioas 
and  politioal  diaqnalifloations  of  woman.  Chrifitiamtj,  throng  this 
doctrine,  has  been  interpreted  as  snstainii^  man's  rights  alone.  The 
offices  held  by  her  daring  the  apostolic  age,  she  has  been  gradually 
depriTed  of  throuf^  ecclemastical  enactments.  To  Augustine, 
whose  early  life  was  spent  in  company  with  the  most  degraded  of 
woman-kind,  is  Christianity  indebted  for  the  full  development  of 
the  doctrine  of  Original  Sin,  which,  although  to  be  found  in  the 
religious  systems  of  several  ancient  nations,  was  not  a  primitive 
one  of  the  Christian  Church.*  Taught  as  one  of  the  most  sacred 
mysteries  of  rehgion,  which  to  doubt  or  to  (question  was  to  hazard 
eternal  damnation,  it  at  once  exerted  a  most  powerful  and  repre-ssing 
influence  upon  woman,  fastening  upon  her  a  bomlage  which  the 
civilization  of  the  nineteenth  centm'y  has  not  been  able  to  cast  off. 

To  this  doctrine  of  woman's  croated  inferiority  we  can  trace 
those  im^larities  which  for  many  centuries  filled  the  Ghnreh  witih 
shame,  for  practices  more  obscene  than  the  oigies  of  Babylon  or 
Corinth,  and  which  dragged  Christendom  to  a  darkness  blacker 
than  the  night  of  heathendom  in  pagan  coontriesF-*  darkness  upon 
which  the  most  searching  efforts  of  historians  cast  scarcely  one  my  of 
light-*<a  darkness  so  profound  that  from  the  seventh  to  the  eleventh 
centory  no  individnal  thought  can  be  traced.  All  was  sunk  in  supev^ 
stition ;  men  were  bound  by  Church  dogmas,  and  looked  only  to 
aggrandizement  through  her.  The  priesthood,  which  alone  possessed  a 
knowledge  of  letters,  prostituted  their  learning  to  tlie  basest  uses  ;  the 
nobility  spent  their  lives  in  warring  upon  each  other ;  the  peas^mtry 
were  the  sport  and  victim  by  turns  of  priest  and  uol)le,  wliile  woman 
was  the  prey  of  all ;  her  person  and  her  rights  possessing  no  considera- 
tion only  as  they  could  be  made  to  advance  the  interest  or  serve  the 
pleasure  of  noble,  husband,  father,  or  priest — some  man-god  to 
w^hose  lightest  desire  all  her  wishes  were  made  to  bend.  The  must 
pronounced  doctrine  of  the  Church  during  this  period  was,  that 
through  woman  sin  had  been  introduced  into  the  world ;  that  wom- 
an's whole  tendency  was  toward  evO,  and  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  unfortunate  oyersight  of  her  cnation,  man  would  be  dwelling 
in  the  paradisical  innocence  and  happiness  of  Eden  blessed  with 

»  All,  or  at  letiit  the  grwter  part  of  fho  fathers  of  tlic  Grck  Church  before  Aninistine, 
denied  any  real,  origioal  sin. — Aai^iutliilMU  uud  Fcla^^ianUm,"  p.  43,  EmcrKou't  Tram- 
UUou  (W«tt«>.  The  dootrtne  had  a  |{nda«I  growth,  and  wm  fallj  derelopod  \^  Angoir 
tliie|A.iK4aOL— (nkrMlaRAr^foA.D.800(ir«IM,j».88S. 
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immortality.  The  Church  looking  ■upon  woman  as  under  a  curse, 
cousidered  man  as  Gud's  divinely  appointed  agent  for  its  enforce- 
ment, and  that  the  restrictions  she  suffered  under  Christianity 
were  bat  parts  of  a  just  punishment  for  having  caused  the  fall  of 
miiii.  Chrittiui  tiieology  thus  at  onoe  ttawik  a  Uow  at  these  old 
beliefi  ia  woman's  equality,  broadly  inculcatiDg  the  doctrine  that 
woman  was  created  lor  man,  was  anbordinate  to  h!m  and  under 
obedience  to  him.  It  bade  woman  stand  aside  from  sacerdotal 
offices,  forbidding  her  to  speak  in  the  church,  commanding  her  to 
ask  her  husband  at  home  for  all  she  wished  to  know,  at  onoe  repress- 
ing all  tendency  toward  her  freedom  among  those  who  adopted  the 
new  religion,  and  by  Tarions  decretals  tanght  her  defilement  throng 
the  physical  peculiarities  of  her  being.  It  placed  the  legality  of 
marriage  under  priestly  control,  secured  to  husbands  a  ri^t  of 
divorce  for  causes  not  freeing  the  wife,  and  so  far  set  its  ban  upon 
this  rdation  as  to  hold  single  women  above  the  wife  and  mother  in 
holiness.  After  having  forbidden  woman  the  priestly  office,  it  for- 
bade her  certain  beneiits  to  be  derived  therefrom,  thus  unjnstly 
punishing  h^r  for  an  ineligibility  of  its  own  creation  ;  offices  in  the 
Church,  learning,  and  property  rights,  freedom  of  thought  and 
action,  all  were  held  as  improper  for  a  being  secondary  to  man,  who 
came  into  the  world,  not  as  part  of  the  great  original  plan,  bat  as  an 
afterthought  of  the  Creator. 

While  it  took  many  hundred  years  to  totally  exclude  woman  from 
the  ])rieBtho(>d,  the  strict  celibacy  of  the  male  clergy  was  during  the 
same  period  the  constant  effort  of  the  Church.  At  first  its  restric- 
tions were  confined  to  a  single  marriage  with  a  woman  who  had 
never  before  entered  that  relation.  A  Council  of  a.d.  3-i7,  consist- 
ing of  twenty-one  bishops,  forbade  the  ordination  uf  those  priests 
who  had  been  twice  married,  or  wlio  had  married  a  widow.  A 
Council  of  A.D.  895,  ruled  that  a  bishop  who  had  children  after 
ordination,  should  be  excluded  from  the  major  orders.  The  Coun- 
cil of  ▲.!>.  444,  deposed  Chelidonios,  Bishop  of  Besancon,  for  having 
married  a  widow ;  whilo  the  Oonncfl  of  Qileaos»  511,  consisting 
of  thirty-two  bishopsj,  decided  that  any  monk  who  married  shonld 
be  ezpdled  fxcm  the  ecdesiastical  order. 

In  the  sixth  centory  a  Oonncfl  was  held  at  Macon  (585),  connsU 
ing  of  forty-three  bishops  with  sees,  sixteen  bishops  without  sees, 
and  fifteen  envoys.  At  this  Conndl  the  celebmted  diseossion  took 
place  of  which  it  has  often  been  said,  the  qnestion  was  whether 
woman  had  a  sool.  It  arose  in  this  wise.  A  certain  bishop  insisted 
that  woman  should  not  be  called  ^homo**;  bnt  the  contrary  was 
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aririied  by  others  from  the  two  facts  that  the  Scriptures  say  that 
Gud  created  raan,  mide  and  female,  aud  that  Jesus  Christ,  son  of  a 
woman,  is  called  the  son  of  man.  Woman  was,  therefore,  allowed  to 
remaxD  a  human  bemg  in  the  eyes  of  the  clergy,  even  though  con- 
ridered  a  very  weak  and  bad  one. 

The  Ohnrdi  held  two  entirely  opposing  views  of  marriage.  Inaa- 
mnch  as  it  taq^t  that  the  fdl  came  throi^h  marriage,  thk  reUtion 
was  regarded  by  many  ptiests  with  holy  honor  as  a  eontinoanoe  of 
the  evil  which  first  brought  ain  into  ^e  world.  It  waa  dedared 
that  Ood  would  have  found  some  method  of  populating  the  world 
outside  of  marriage,  and  that  condition  was  looked  upon  as  one  of 
peculiar  temptation  and  trial.  Another  class  taught  its  neoetsityy 
thou^  in  it  woman  was  under  complete  subordination  to  man. 
These  views  can  be  traced  to  the  early  fathers;  through  clerical 
contempt  of  marriage,  tlio  conditions  of  celibacy  and  virginity  were 
regarded  as  those  of  highest  virtue.  Jerome  re8j)ectcd  marriage  as 
chiefly  valuable  in  that  it  gsive  virgins  to  the  Church,  while  Augus- 
tine, although  he  admitted  the  possibility  of  salvation  to  the  married, 
yet  spoke  of  a  mother  and  daughter  in  heaven,  the  mother  shining 
as  a  dim  i-tar,  the  daughter  as  one  of  the  tirst  magnitude. 

In  the  "  Apostolic  Constitutions,"  held  by  the  Episcopal  Church 
as  regulations  established  by  the  apostles  themselves,  and  which  are 
believed  by  many  to  be  among  the  eariiest  Christian  records,  them 
are  elabon^  directions  for  the  places  of  all  who  attend  church,  the 
unmarried  being  most  honored.  The  viigins  and  widows  and  elder 
women  stood,  or  sat  first  of  all.  The  Emperor  Honorius  banished 
Jovinius  for  asserting  the  possibility  of  a  man  bong  saved  who  lived 
with  his  wife,  even  though  he  obeyed  all  the  ordinances  of  the 
Church  and  lived  a  good  life. 

St.  Chrysostom,  whose  prayer  is  repeated  at  every  Sunday  morn- 
ing service  of  tlie  Episcopal  Church,  described  woman  as  "  a  neces- 
sary evil,  &  natui-al  temptation, a  desirable  calamity,  a  domestic  peril, 
a  deadly  fascination,  and  a  painted  ill."  The  doctrine  of  priestly 
celibacy  which  waa  early  taught,  though  not  thoroughly  enforced  un- 
til the  eleventh  century,  and  the  general  tenor  of  the  Church  against 
marriage,  together  with  its  teaching  woman's  greater  sinfulness,  were 
the  great  causes  of  undermining  the  morals  of  the  Christian  world 
for  fifteen  hundred  years.  With  tliese  doctrines  was  also  taught 
the  duty  of  woman  to  sjicritice  herself  in  every  way  to  raan. 
The  luss  of  cliastity  in  a  woman  Wiis  held  as  a  light  sin  in  com- 
parison to  the  degradation  that  marriage  would  bring  upon  the 
priesthood,  and  young  girU  ruined  by  some  csndidate  or  priest,  con 
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sidered  themselves  as  doing  God  service  by  refusing  a  marriage  that 
would  cause  tlie  expulsiou  of  their  lovers  from  this  order.  With 
woman's  so-called  divine  self-aaerifiee,  Heloise  chose  to  remdD 
Abelaid's  mistress  nther  than  destroy  his  prospects  of  sdvanoement 
in  the  ChanL* 

To  the  more  sbriet  enf oraement  of  priestly  oslibeej,  the  barons 
were  permitted  to  make  daves  of  the  wives  and  children  of 
married  priests.  While  by  ooromon  law  children  were  held  as 
following  the  condition  of  flieir  Mubtb,  under  Church  legislation 
they  were  held  to  follow  the  condition  of  their  mothers.  Self 
mothers  have  thus  borne  serf  children  to  free-bopn  fathers,  and 
dave  mothers  have  borne  slave  children  to  their  masterB;  while 
unmarried  mothers  still  bear  bastard  children  to  onknown  fathers, 
the  Church  thus  throwing  the  taint  of  illegitimacy  upon  the 
innocent.  The  relations  of  man  and  woman  to  each  other,  the 
sinfulness  of  marriage,  and  the  license  of  illicit  relations  em- 
ployed most  of  the  thought  of  the  Church.t  The  duty  of 
woman  to  obey,  not  only  her  husband,  but  all  men  by  virtue 
of  their  sex,  was  sedulously  inculcated.  She  was  trained  to  hold 
her  own  desires  and  even  her  own  thoughts  in  complete  abey- 
ance to  thobe  of  mau ;  father,  husband,  brother,  i;on,  priest,  alike 
held  themselves  as  her  rightful  masters,  and  every  holy  principle  of 
tier  natoze  was  subverted  in  this  most  degrading  assumption. 
A.  great  many  importsnt  eflEeets  followed  the  full  establishment  of 
priestly  celibacy.  The  doctrine  of  woman's  inherent  wickedness 
took  new  strength;  a  formal  prohibition  of  the  Scriptures  to  the 
laity  was  promulfjated  from  Toulouse  in  the  twelfth  century;  the 
canon  law  gained  control  of  the  dvil  law ;  the  absolute  sinfulness 
of  divorce,  which  had  been  maintained  in  ooundls,  yet  allowed  by 
the  dvil  law,  was  established ;  the  Inquidtion  arose ;  the  persecution 
of  woman  for  witchcraft  took  on  a  new  phase,  and  a  tendency  to 
suidde  was  developed.  The  wives  of  priests  rendered  homeless, 
and  with  their  children  suddenly  ranked  among  the  vilest  of  the 
ORrtli.  were  powerless  and  despairing,  and  not  a  few  of  them  short- 
ened their  agony  by  death  at  their  own  hands.  For  all  these  crimes 
the  ChoFch  was  directly  responsible. 

*  Milman  says  that  Helulse  aacriflced  herself  on  account  of  the  ImpedillieBto  the 
Church  threw  \n  the  way  of  the  married  clergy's  career  of  advancement.  As  lils  wife  sho 
would  clos«  the  aaceudiDg  ladder  of  ecclesiastical  honors,  priory,  abbacy,  bUbupric,  me- 
trop<diUii«,  ewdliulade,  tod  ereit  thftt  wbfdi  wm  tteve  and  befond  •U.— "  Lalln  OhH^ 

tUinUy." 

t  Tbe  Christian  Church  was  swamped  by  hysteria  from  the  third  to  the  sixteenth  ceo 


760  Hiistat^y  of  Woman  Suffrage. 


Prieetly  oeObftey  dSd  not  cause  priestly  puritj  of  life,*  bat  looking 
upon  themselres  as  especially  sanetiiled  and  aet  apart  by  virtue  <xf 
that  oelibacj,  priests  made  tiieir  holy  office  the  cover  of  the  most 
degrading  sensual  ity.f  Methods  were  taken  to  debaooh  the  minds 
of  women  as  well  as  their  bodies.  As  late  as  the  sereDtoenth  cent- 
nry  it  was  tanght  that  a  priest  eonld  commit  no  sin.  This  waa  an 
old  doctrine,  but  received  new  strength  from  the  IIlumineB.  It  was 
said  that  The  devoat,  having  offered  up  and  annihilated  their  own 
selves,  exist  no  longer  but  in  GU>d.  Thenceforth  thej  can  do  no 
wrong.  The  better  part  of  them  is  so  divine  that  it  no  longer 
knows  what  the  other  is  doing."  The  doctrine  of  some  Protestant 
sects,  *'  Once  in  grrace,  always  in  grace,"  is  of  the  same  character. 
The  very  incarnation  was  used  as  a  means  of  weakening  woman's 
virtue.  An  enforcement  of  the  duty  of  an  utter  sui-render  of  the 
soul  and  the  will  was  taught  by  the  example  of  the  Virgin,  "  who 
obeyed  the  angel  Gabriel  and  conceived,  without  risk  of  evil,  for 
impurity  could  not  come  of  a  spirit."^  Another  lesson,  of  which 
the  present  century  has  bome  glimpse,  was  "that  sin  could  be  killed 
by  sin,  as  the  better  way  of  becoming  innocent  again.**  The  result 
of  this  doctrine  was  seen  in  tiie  mistresses  of  the  priests,  known  as 

The  Hallowed  Ones." 

Under  each  religions  teaching  as  to  woman,  naught  ooold  be  ex- 
pected bnt  that  the  laity  wonld  closely  imitate  the  priestihood.  Al- 
though Ohnroh  and  State  may  not  he  legally  onited,  it  is  impossible 
for  any  religioas  opinion  to  become  widely  prevalent  withont  its  in- 
flaendDg  .legislation.  Among  the  Anglo-Saxons^  the  priesthood 
possessed  great  inflnenoe;  bnt  after  the  Norman  Gonqnest,  eodeei- 
asticinn  gained  greater  control  in  England.  Previous  to  thia,  a  man 
was  compelled  by  law  to  leave  his  wife  one-third  of  his  property, 

*In  1874  an  Old  Cfttiiolic  priwt  of  Bwltzerland,  about  to  foUow  Pdre  Byadnili** 

oxumple  in  abandoiilnic:  celihnoy,  announced  his  betrothal  In  the  followluc:  manner  :  "I 
tuorry  because  1  wlab  to  remain  an  honorable  mau.  In  tbo  acveuteeuUi  century  It  waa  a 
pKw«l<lfal•zpt«nlof^  *Ateoniipi  Mftprlott,*aiid^  Inuny, 

then>fnrc,  because  I  witik  tO  |{«(  OUt  0(  the  UltnunOUtBIIO  tl(rog^.*'~Oai|BMNi'«  Jfi«> 

M^tftfT,  HqtUmJbtr  10,  1871 
f  Hie  abbot  eleet  of  Bt  AugfoatiQe,  at  Ckatflfboiy,  to  1171  wMftmnS,  on  inveittgattofi, 

to  have  seventeen  illegitimatt!  rhllJrcn  in  a  alni^Ie  villaijo.  An  abbot  of  St.  Pelayu  In 
Spain  in  1130  was  proved  to  have  kept  no  leas  tbau  seventy  miistiMaea.  Heoiy  84,  Blah* 
op  of  Licgc,  was  depoi«dl]ild74forbaTiniir*Izty-flT6  UlegltlnuitacblldrMi.— £«dky,  '^JM. 
^AtrofMon  J/oro/t,"  p.  860.  This  same  bbhop  boasted  in  a  public  banquet,  that  in 
twenty-two  months,  fourteen  children  bad  been  bora  to  bim.  A  tax  called  "  Culla^tlum," 
which  waa,  in  fact,  a  license  to  clergymen  to  keep  concubines,  was  during  several  cen- 
turies systematically  levied  by  prfnoes.— /64(f,  Kerf.  3,  p.  849.  It  waa  openly  attested  that 
100,000  women  in  England  were  made  dlMolate  bjr  the  clergy*  i^rgpsr'a  *' Jwtsffsrtnoi 
Devdopment     Europe^''*  p.  408. 
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and  could  leareher  as  much  more  as  he  pleased.  Under  ecclesiastical 
law  he  wae  not  permitted  to  will  her  more  than  one-third,  and  ooold 
leave  her  as  much  less  as  he  pleased.  Glanvillc  laid  it  down  as  a 
law  of  the  kingdom  that  no  one  was  compelled  to  leave  another 
person  any  portion  of  his  property,  and  that  the  pai-t  usually  devised 
to  wives  was  left  them  at  the  dictate  of  affection  and  not  of  law. 

Women  were  not  permitted  to  testify  in  court  unless  on  some 
question  especially  concerning  themselves.  It  is  but  twenty  years 
since  this  law  was  annulled  in  Scotland,  and  but  three  years  since, 
that  by  the  influence  of  Signor  Morelli,*  the  Parliament  of  Italy  re- 
pealed the  old  restriction  upon  woman's  testimony. 

Sisters  were  not  allowed  to  inlierit  with  brothers,  the  property,  ac- 
cording to  old  ecclesiastical  langiuige,  going  to  the  wortliiest  of 
bl<X)<l."  Blackstoiie  acknowledges  that  this  distinction  Ijetween 
brothers  and  sisters  retiects  shame  upon  England,  and  was  no  part  of 
the  old  Roman  law,  where  the  children  of  a  family  inherited  equally 
without  distinction  of  sex.  It  is  but  two  years  since  the  old  law  of 
inheritance  of  sons  alone  was  repealed  in  one  of  the  Swiss  Cantons. 
Even  in  this  enlightened  age  its  repeal  met  much  opposition,  men 
piteously  complaining  that  they  would  be  ruined  by  this  act  of 
justice  done  their  sisters. 

The  minds  of  people  having  been  ooimpted  throogfa  eentnries  by 
Ohnieh  doctrines  regarding  woman,  it  was  an  easy  step  for  the  State 
to  aid  in  her  degradation.  The  system  of  FendaUsm  rising  from 
the  theory  of  warlsre  as  the  normid  condition  of  man,  stili  farther 
oppressed  woman  by  bringing  into  power  a  daas  of  men  aeeostomed 
to  deeds  of  violence,  and  finding  Iheir  chief  pleasnre  in  the  suffer, 
ings  of  othera.  To  be  a  woman,  appealed  to  no  instinct  of  tender- 
ness in  this  daas.  To  be  a  woman  was  not  to  be  protected  even, 
unless  she  held  power  in  her  own  right,  or  was  acting  in  place  of 
some  feudal  lord.  The  whole  body  of  -rilleins  and  serfs  were  under 
absolute  dominion  of  the  Feudal  Lords.  They  were  held  as  possess- 
ing no  rights  of  their  own :  the  Priest  had  control  of  their  souls, 
the  Lord  of  their  bodies.  But  it  was  not  upon  the  nude  seriB  that 
the  greatest  oppression  fell. 

Although  the  tillage  of  the  soil,  the  care  of  swine  and  cattle  was 
theirs,  the  mastere  claiming  the  half  or  more  of  everything  even  to 
one-half  the  wool  shorn  from  the  flock,t  and  ail  exactions  upon  them 

•2N«i  in  1880. 

tiBtiM  dominion  ollhoOoaaidttTdiztlM  lord  btd  rfi^t  ODoe  la  hta  Ufctlmo  to  take, 

wlthoat  paymt- nt,  a  certain  qpuatitj  of  goodi  fkon  the  stONt  ot  Mdi  tODMiL— ".ffMoIra 

UntvenetUf"  Cnar  Cantu. 
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were  great,  wliQe  their  mdm  of  aeonrity  was  slight,  it  was  npon  their 
wives  and  daughters  tiiat  the  greatest  aotmges  were  ioflieted.  It 
was  apastime  of  the  csstle  rrtaaners  to  fdl  upon  peaceful  vilk^es 
to  the  constematioiii  of  its  women,  who  were  strack,  tortorsd, 
and  made  the  sport  of  the  ribald  soldieiy.  *  Serfs  of  tide  Body,** 
they  had  no  protection.  The  yllest  outrages  were  perpetrated 
by  the  Feudal  Lords  uoder  the  name  of  Rights.  Women  were 
taught  by  Church  and  State  alike,  that  the  Feudal  Lord  or  Seigneur 
had  a  right  to  them,  not  only  as  against  themselves,  but  as 
against  any  claim  of  Iiiisband  or  father.  The  law  known  as  Mar- 
chettay  or  Marquette,  compelled  newly-married  women  to  a  most 
dishonorable  servitude.  They  were  regarded  as  tlie  rightful  prey  of 
the  Feudal  Lord  from  one  to  three  days  after  their  marriage,  and 
from  this  custom,  the  oldest  son  of  the  serf  was  held  as  the  son  of 
the  lord,  "  £18  perchance  it  was  ho  who  begat  him."  From  this  ne- 
farious degradation  of  woman,  the  custom  of  Borough-English  arose, 
in  whudi  the  youngest  son  became  the  heir.  The  original  signitica* 
tion  of  the  wofd  botoaf^  being  to  make  seeore,  the  peasant  through 
Borough-English  made  aeenre  the  right  of  his  own  son  to  what  in. 
heritanoe  he  might  leave,  thus  entting  off  the  daim  of  the  possible 
son  of  his  hated  lord.  Fnmoe^  Germany,  Prossia,  England,  Soot- 
land,  and  all  OhiistuuL  oonntries  where  f endalism  existed,  held  to  the 
enforcement  of  Harqnette.  The  lord  deemed  this  rig^t  as  folly  his 
as  he  did  the  ckim  to  half  the  crops  of  the  land,  or  to  the  half  of  the 
wool  sheared  from  the  sheep.  More  than  one  reign  of  terror  arose 
in  Franoe.from  the  enforcement  of  this  law,  and  the  uprisings  of  the 
peasantry  over  Europe  during  the  twelfth  century,  and  the  fierce 
Jacquerie,  or  Pcjisant  AVar,  of  the  fourteenth  cetitiiry  in  France  owed 
their  ongin,  aiuoiig  other  causes,  to  the  enforcement  of  these  claims 
by  the  lords  uj>on  the  newly-married  wife.  The  Edicts  of  Marly 
securing  the  Seigneural  Tenure  in  Lower  Canada,  transplanted  that 
claim  to  America  when  Canada  wjii  under  the  control  of  Fnmce. 

To  persons  not  conversant  with  the  history  of  feudalism,  and  of 
the  Churcli  for  the  tii-bt  fifteen  hundred  years  of  its  existeneo,  it  will 
seem  impossible  that  such  foulness  could  ever  have  been  part  of 
Christian  civilization.  That  the  crimes  they  have  been  trahied  to 
oonsider  the  worst  f  oomia  of  heathendom  oonld  have  existed  in  Chris* 
tian  Europe,  upheld  by  both  Chnroh  and  State  for  more  than  a 
ihonsand  fire  hundred  years,  will  strike  most  people  with  inere* 
duHty.  Sndi,  howeyer,  is  the  tnith ;  we  can  but  admit  weU^ittested 
fiusts  of  history  how  severe  a  blow  soever  they  strike  our  pre- 
conceiTed  beliefs. 
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Marquette  was  claimed  by  the  Lords  Spiritual*  as  well  as  hy  the 
Lords  Temporal.  The  Church,  indeed,  was  the  bulwark  of  this  base 
feudal  claim.  With  the  power  of  penance  and  excommunication 
in  its  grasp,  this  feudal  demand  oonM  neither  hm  originated  nor 
been  snatiined  nnleaa  Huustioiied  by  the  Ohnroli. 

In  Scotland,  ICai^j^iet,  wife  of  Malcolm  Oonmore^  generally 
known,  from  her  goodneaa,  as  St  Maigaret,t  exerted  her  royal 
influence  in  1067,  against  this  d^gndation  of  her  eex,  bnt  despite 
the  royal  prohibittoa  and  the  sobetitution  of  the  pi^ent  of  a  mark 
in  money  instead,  the  eastern  had  sooh  a  foothold  and  appesled  so 
strongly  to  man's  Eoentioos  appetite  it  still  continued,  remaining  in 
existence  nearly  seven  hnndrod  years  after  the  royal  edict  against 
its  practice.  These  enstoms  of  feudalism  wore  the  customs  of 
Christianity  dnring  many  centuries.:]:  These  infamous  outrages  upon 
woman  were  enforced  under  Christian  law  by  both  Church  and  State.§ 

The  degradation  of  the  husband  at  this  infringement  of  the  lord 
spiritual  and  temporal  upon  his  marital  right,  has  been  pictured  bj 
many  writers,  but  history  has  been  quite  silent  upon  the  despair  and 
shame  of  the  wife.  No  hope  appeared  for  woman  anywhere.  The 
Church,  which  should  have  been  the  great  conserver  of  morals, 
dragged  her  to  the  lowest  depths,  through  the  vileness  of  its  priestly 
customs.  The  State,  which  should  have  defended  her  civil  rights,  ' 
followed  the  example  of  the  Church  in  crushing  her  to  the  earth. 

*  In  days  to  come  people  will  be  slow  to  bfiHcve  tliat  the  law  nmon^  Cliriatlan  nations 
vent  beyond  aoytblng  decreed  concerniog  tlie  oldea  Hlaverjr ;  that  it  wrote  down  aa  an 
Mtaal  right  the  most  grlevtnu  outrage  that  eoold  erer  wound  man's  hearl  The  Lord 
Spiritual  had  thla  rigbtno  leas  than  the  Lord  Ti-niponil.  The  parson  being  a  lord,  ex- 
pressly claimed  the  first  fruits  of  the  bride,  but  was  willing  to  sell  his  righto  to  the  has- 
The  OoQils  of  Berne  openly  metntafai  tiiat  this  tight  grew  up  nfttorelly.— **Za 
Borcerie:'  MteheUt,  p.  62. 

t  Margaret  was  canonized  In  1261,  and  made  the  patron  saint  of  ScoUaod  in  1673.  Several 
of  the  Scotch  fendalry,  despite  royal  protestation,  kept  up  the  iofiuDaons  praettoa  US  a 
late  date.  One  of  the  Earls  of  Crawford,  a  truculent  and  Inatfol  anarch,  popfOatlj 
known  and  dreaded  us  "  Earl  Brant,"  in  the  sixteenth  -zentury,  was  probably  among  the 
jasl  wUo  openly  claimed  leg -right  (the  literal  tninslatioa  of  droit  de  Jambage). — Sluiehet 
^  Feudalimi. 

X  At  the  beginning:  of  the  Christian  era,  Corinth  poRACSsed  a  thousand  women  who 
were  devoted  to  the  service  of  its  idol,  the  Corinthian  Venus.  "  To  Corintbianixe  "  came 
to  ezpreae  die  vtnoet  kwdoeM^  hot  Oonifth,  eo  eankcn  as  ahe  was  In  tcnsiial  plcasnra, 
was  not  under  the  pale  of  Chrtstlunlty.  Bin'  wun  a  heathen  city,  ontnideof  thatUghiwliletat 
coming  into  the  world,  is  held  to  enlighten  every  man  that  accepU  it. 

{  Lee  CSnlelnlen  et  lea  maraltoiu  de  ParcheTAqnea  de  Vlenne  avalent  Impost  ira 
tribut  ?ur  IfS  iriftrlnc;rp  ;  on  orolt  que  certain^  feiHH'.ilres  (  xlirealcnt  un  droit  nh^-ci^nv.  de 
lenr  vussaux  qui  se  marienient,  quel  fut  traosf onoe  ensuite  en  droit  de  cuiuage  consUtant, 
delapertdsMlgnenr,  Amettiemie  Jambenuedaoa  le  Utdei  Doavwna  ^ponx.  Dana 
dUintnapay^  1'  bomroe  ne  pourait  couche  avcc  sa  femme  lea  trois  premieres  nuits  sans 
le  consentement  de  revdqne  on  da  aeigneur  da  feiC— Gisar  CbiUM,  "JERatobr*  CkiwrseUs," 
Vol.  IX^p.'im-^ 
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God  Himself  sccnied  to  liave  forsaken  woman.  Freeclom  for  the  peas- 
ants  was  fouml  alone  at  nii^lit.  Known  as  the  Birds  of  the  ]Jsigbt, 
Foxes  and  Birds  of  Prey,  it  was  only  at  these  night  assemblages  they 
enjoyed  tlie  least  happiness  or  security.  Here,  with  wives  and 
daughtei-s,  they  met  together  to  talk  of  their  gross  outrutres.  Out 
of  these  foiil  wrongs  grew  the  sacritice  of  the  "  Black  Mass,*'  with 
^oman  as  officiating  priestess,  iu  wliich  the  rites  of  the  Church 
weire  travestied  in  Bolemn  moekeiy,  and  defianee  eait  at  that  beaven 
which  seemed  to  pennit  the  priest  and  loid  alike  to  tnonple  upon  all 
the  aaored  rights  of  womanhood  in  the  names  of  religion  and  law. 

Daring  this  moddng  semoe  a  true  saerifioe  of  wheat  waa  offered 
to  the  Spirit  of  the  l^urth  who  made  wheat  to  grow,  and  loosened 
birds  bore  aloft  to  the  God  of  Freedom  the  sighs  and  piayen  of  the 
serfs  asking  that  their  desoendants  might  be  We  can  not  do 
otherwise  than  regard  this  sacrifice  as  the  most  acceptable  offering 
made  in  that  day  of  moral  degradation,  a  sacrifice  and  prayer  more 
holy  than  all  the  ceremonials  of  the  Chnrch.  This  service,  where 
woman,  by  virtue  of  her  greater  despair,  acted  both  as  altar  and 
priest,  opened  by  the  followinsr  address  and  prayer:  "I  will  come 
before  Thine  altar,  but  save  me,  O  Lord,  from  the  faithless  and  vio- 
lent man  I (from  the  priest  and  the  baron).*  From  these  assemblages, 
•  known  as  "  Sabbat,"  or  '*  the  Sabbath,"  from  the  old  Pagan  Midsum- 
mer-day sacritice  to  "  Bacchus  Sabiesji,''  rose  the  belief  in  the  "  Witches' 
Sabbath,"  which  for  several  hundred  years  formed  a  new  source  uf 
accusation  against  women,  and  sent  tens  of  thousands  of  them  to  the 
most  horrible  death. 

Not  until  canon  or  Church  law  had  become  quite  engrafted  upon 
the  civil  law,  did  the  full  persecutions  for  witchcraft  arise.  A  witch 
was  held  to  be  a  woman  who  had  deliberately  sold  her  soul  to  the 
Evil  One,  who  delighted  in  injuring  others,  and  who  chose  the  Sab- 
bath day  for  the  enactment  of  her  impious  rites,  and  who  was  espe> 
daUy  connected  with  black  animals ;  the  bUck  cat  being  held  as  her 
familiar  in  many  ooontries. 

In  looking  at  the  history  of  witchcraft,  we  see  three  strildng  pohita 
for  consideration : 

MrtL  That  women  were  chiefly  accused,  a  wisard  being  seldom 
mentioned. 

Second.  Tliat  man,  believing  in  woman's  inherent  wickedness, 
and  understanding  neither  the  mental  nor  the  physical  peculiarities 
of  her  being,  ascribed  all  her  idiosyncrasies  to  witchcraft. 

•  Le  MieMet,  "  Le  Sorctrie,''  p.  151. 
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J%ML  That  the  olergj  inenlcated  the  idea  that  woman  was  in 
league  wUih  the  devO,  and  tiial  atioiig  intellect,  remarkable  beauty 
or  mraaoal  aieknoao,  were  In  themselveB  a  proof  of  that  league. 

OBtholio  and  Ftotertant  oonntriea  alike  i^^reed  in  boldi^  woman 
aa  the  ehiflf  aooeiaofy  of  the  devil.  Loflier  aaad,  *<I  would  haveno 
oompaaBlon  for  a  witch ;  I  wooldihiiin  them  all"  Aa  late  aa  1768, 
John  Wealey  deokred  the  giving  np  of  witeheialt  to  he  in  effeet 
giving  np  the  Bible.  James  I.,  on  his  acceflsion  to  the  throne,  on 
deted  the  learned  work  of  Reginald  Scot  againat  witchcraft,  to  be 
bnmed  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1608,  which 
ratified  a  belief  in  witchcraft  over  the  three  kingdoms.  Under 
Henry  YIII.,  from  whose  reign  the  Protestant  Reformation  in 
England  dates,  an  act  of  Parliament  made  witchcraft  felony ;  this 
act  was  again  contirraed  under  Elizabeth,  To  doubt  witchcraft  was 
aa  heretical  under  Protestantism  as  under  Catholicism. 

Even  the  widely  extolled  Pilgrim  Fathers  brought  this  belief  with 
them  when  they  stepped  ashore  at  Plymouth  Rock.  With  the 
*•  Ducking-Stool  "  and  the  "  Scarlet  Letter  "  of  shame  for  woman, 
while  her  companion  in  eiu  went  free,  they  also  brought  with  them 
a  belief  in  witches.  Richard  Baxter,  the  "greatest  of  tho  i'uritans,'* 
condemned  those  ,who  disbelieved  in  witchoraft  as  ^*  wicked  Sad< 
dnoees,"  hia  work  againat  it  adding  intenaity  to  the  peneentiim* 
Gotten  Mather  waa  active  in  fomenting  a  belief  in  thia  doetrine. 

So  convinced  were  those  in  power  of  the  tendency  of  woman  to 
diaboliam  that  the  learned  Sir  ICattfaew  Hale  condemned  two  women 
witfumt  even  amnming  np  the  evidence.  Old  women,  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  they  were  old,  were  held  aa  moat  aoaoeptible  to  the 
aaBaolts  of  the  devil,  and  moat  eapecially  endowed  with  anpematnnl 
powers  for  evil,  to  donbt  which  was  equivalent  to  donbting  the  Bi- 
ble. We  see  a  reason  for  this  hatred  of  old  women,  in  the  fact 
that  woman  was  chiefly  viewed  from  a  sensual  stand-point,  and  when 
by  reason  of  age  or  debility,  she  no  longer  attracted  the  physical  ad- 
miration of  man,  he  looked  upon  her  as  of  no  farther  use  to  the 
world,  and  as  possessing  no  right  to  life.  At  one  period  it  was  very 
unusual  for  an  old  woman  in  the  north  of  Europe  to  die  peaceably 
in  her  bed.  The  porB^ution  against  them  raged  with  special  viru- 
lence in  Scotland,  where  upon  the  act  of  the  British  Parliament  in 
17 — ,  abolishing  the  burning  and  hanging  of  witches,  the  assembly 
of  the  Calvinistic  Church  of  Scotland  "  confessed  "  this  act  of  Parlia- 
ment "  as  a  great  national  sin."  Looked  upon  as  a  sin  rather  than 
a  crime,  the  Ohurch  sought  its  control,  and  when  coming  under  its 
power,  witchoraft  waa  punished  with  much  greater  aaverity  than 
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when  falling  under  la}'  tribunals.  It  proved  s  source  of  great  ei&ol* 
nmeikt  to  the  Church,  which  was  even  accused  of  fostering  it 
for  pnrposes  of  gain.  A  system  of  "witch  finders''  or  witch 
peroeoatoiB"  arose.  Cardan,  a  famous  Italian  physician,  said  of 
them :  "  In  order  to  obtain  forfeit  property,  the  same  persons  acted 
as  accusers  and  jndnfcs,  and  invented  a  thousand  stories  as  proof.'' 

"Witeheraft  was  as  a  sin  alnn»st  confined  to  woman;  a  wizard 
was  rare,  one  writer  saying :  to  every  100  witches,  we  fitid  ]>nt  one 
wizard.  In  the  time  of  Louis  XIII.  this  proportion  was  greatly  in- 
creased ;  "  to  one  wizard,  10,000  witches,''  another  person  declared 
there  were  100,000  w^itches  in  France  alone.  Sprenger,  the  great 
Inquisitor,  author  of  "  The  Witch  Hammer,"  *  through  whose  perse- 
cutions many  countries  were  flooded  with  victims,  said, Heresy  of 
witches,  not  of  wizards,  must  wo  call  it,  for  these  latter  are  ot  very 
small  account."  Is o  class  or  condition  escaped  Sprenger;  we  read 
of  witches  of  fifteen  years,  and  two  "  infernally  beautiful  "f  of  sev- 
enteen years. 

The  Parliament  ol  Toulonae  bamed  400  witches  at  one  time. 
Four  himdred  women  at  one  boor  on  fbe  public  square,  dymg  the 
horrid  death  of  iixe^  for  a  erime  wbieh  nerer  existed  aave  in  the 
imagination  of  thoee  peneeaton»  and  wbieh  grew  in  their  imagina- 
tion from  a  falae  belief  in  woman's  extraordinary  wiekednete,  baaed 
npon  a  false  theoi7  as  to  original  on.  Kot  a  Ohriatian  eoontry  but 
waa  fnll  of  the  horron  of  witofa  perBeoati<Hi  and  Tiolsnt  death.  Bemy, 
Judge  of  Kancj,  aeknowledged  to  having  himaelf  burnt  800  in  aizteen 
years.  Many  women  weore  driven  to  snioide  in  fear  of  the  tortnre  in 
store  for  them.  In  159S  sixteen  of  those  accused  by  Bemy,  destroyed 
themselves  rather  than  fall  into  bis  terrible  bands.  Six  hundred  were 
burnt  in  one  small  bishopric  in  one  year ;  900  during  the  same  period 
in  another.  Seven  thousand  lost  their  lives  at  Treves;  1,000  in  the 
province  of  Como  in  Italy  in  a  single  year ;  500  were  exeonted  at 
Geneva  in  a  single  month.   Under  the  reign  of  Enuuas  I.  more  than 


*  The  vezy  word  Jtailna  (woman)  m<MM  one  wmUi^  in  (alUii  tor/«  meaoa  fattb,  and 
mitttM,  leM.<— IRM  ABMiMr.  Ibiiwoikww  printed  In  ISmo^nimuiunyimanitse  for 
that  period,  for  the  OOUVtalMnee  of  carrying  it  In  the  pocket,  vbere  its  assertions,  they 

could  not  be  called  arj^imentu,  ronld  be  always  w!thln  reach,  especially  for  thoee  travel- 
tug  witch  inquiaitors,  who  proceeded  Irom  coautrj  to  countr}',  like  Sprenger  blmMlf, 
to  deMmneft  wftehw.  Tbte  wnk  bora  Uw  mumUob  of  the        sad  was  foUoved,  even 

In  Protoptant  cimntries,  nntfl  the  eighteenth  century.  It  based  Its  theoriM  upon  the  Bible^ 
and  devoted  tbirly-thrct^  pngos  to  n  proof  that  women  were  especially  addicted  to  sorcery. 

i  It  waa  obeenred  tfaej  (devUa)  had  a  poculiar  attachment  to  women  with  beautifol  hair, 
•Dd  It  WM  n  old  OifbaUelMllflf  fltttSt  M  lUadad  to  tiilt  tD  lliil  MBMwM 
p.vsage  In  whlcb  iM  o^iorts  ironea  to  oorer  thdr  beads  beoran  of  tte  mfait.^ 
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lOOyOCK)  witches  are  said  to  have  been  put  to  death,  and  for  hundreds 
of  years  this  superstition  controlled  the  Church.  In  Scotland  the 
most  atrocious  tortures  were  invented,  and  women  died  "shrieking 
to  heaven  for  that  mercy  denied  them  by  Christian  men."  One 
writer  cafiually  mentions  seeing  nine  burning  in  a  single  day's  jounicy. 

"When  for  witches  "  we  read  "  women,"  we  shall  gain  a  more  direct 
idea  of  the  cruelties  inflicted  by  the  Church  upon  woman.  Friends 
were  encouraged  to  cast  accusations  upon  friends,  and  rewards  ^vere 
offered  for  conviction.  From  tlie  pulpit  people  were  exhoiled  to 
brftig  the  witch  to  justice.  Ilushauds  who  had  ceased  to  care 
for  their  wives,  or  in  any  way  found  them  a  burden,  or  who  for 
any  reason  wished  to  dissolve  the  marriage  tie,  now  found  an  easy 
method.  Thev  had  but  to  accuse  tbciii  of  witchcraft,  and  the  mar- 
riagc  was  dissolved  by  the  death  of  the  wife  at  the  .stake.  Mention 
is  made  of  wives  dragged  by  their  husbands  before  the  ai'ch-Inquisi- 
tor,  Sprenger,  by  ropes  around  their  necks.  In  Protestant,  as  in 
OathoHe  oonntries,  the  pmm  aioeosed  was  yirtually  dead.  She  was 
excommnnieatod  from  humanity ;  designated  and  denonnoed  aa  ono 
whom  all  mnst  shmi,  with  whom  none  mnst  bnj  or  adl,  to  whom 
no  one  mnst  give  food  or  lodging  or  speech  or  shelter;  life  waa 
not  worth  the  UWng. 

Besides  those  committing  suicide^  others  bronght  to  tiial,  tired  of 
life  amid  so  many  horrors,  falsely  aoeosed  themselves)  preferring  a 
deatii  by  Ibe  torture  of  fire  to  a  life  of  endless  ieolatioa  and  perse- 
eution.  An  English  woman  on  her  way  to  the  stake,  with  a  great- 
ness of  sonl  all  mnst  admire,  freed  her  jndgcs  from  responsibility  by 
saying  to  the  people,  "  Do  not  blame  my  judges,  I  wished  to  put  an 
end  to  my  own  self.  My  parents  kept  aloof  from  me;  my  husband 
had  denied  me.  I  could  not  live  on  without  disgrace.  I  longed  lor 
death,  and  so  I  told  a  lie." 

Of  Sir  George  Mackenine,  the  eminent  Scotch  advocate,  it  waa 
said : 

Ho  went  to  examine  flome  wmnen  who  had  oonfaMad,*  and  one  of  them 

*  One  of  the  momt  powerful  IncentlTea  to  coofNslon  wis  lystemftticaily  to  deprive  the 
mqieetad  wUdi  o<  her  oaturai  Bleep.  .  .  .  Iron  ooiDm,  or  wttebes*  bridlen,  an  ttfll  pn- 
sen'ed  In  vaHoun  part.s  of  Scotland,  which  had  been  used  for  ench  Iniqnltoas  parposes. 
These  luBtrunienU  were  bo  coastmcted  that  hj  means  of  a  loop  which  passed  over  the 
bead,  a  pleoa  of  Iron  hsirlng  four  potnts  or  VKOfftj  waa  fordbly  tbnui  Into  the  month, 
two  of  thcBe  belni;  directed  to  the  «  r  ^rne  and  palate,  the  others  pointing  outward  to  each 
cheek.  This  infernal  machine  was  secored  by  a  padlock.  At  the  back  of  the  collar  was 
And  a  rinfr,  by  whkii  to  attadi  fbo  witdi  to  •  alaple  In  the  wall  of  her  cdL  Thns  equip- 
ped, and  day  and  night  waked  and  watohed  by  some  sklllfal  person  appointed  by  her  in- 
quisitors, the  nnhappy  creatare,  after  a  few  days  of  such  discipline,  maddened  by  the 
misery  of  her  forlorn  and  helpless  state,  would  be  rendered  fit  for  confes^hig  anything,  in 
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told  him  "anawMoreoie"  that  dw  had  not  oonfessed  beoMiae  aha  waa 
gouty,  but  iMiiig  a  poor  imtoh  who  ^nmigbt  for  lior  mMt,  and  boing 

fined  for  a  witoh,  alio  knew  she  would  gtarve,  for  no  pmon  tberoiiftor 
would  give  her  either  meat  or  lodging,  and  that  all  men  would  beat  her 
and  hoond  dogs  at  her,  and  therefore  she  desired  to  be  out  of  the  world, 
wlMrenpon  riw  wept  most  bitterly,  and  upon  her  knees  called  upon  God 
to  wUneis  wliat  aho  Mid. 

Tlie  death  tlu'se  poor  women  choee  to  suffer  rather  than  accept  a 
chance  of  life  with  the  name  of  witch  chngine;  to  them,*  was  one  of 
the  most  |>ainful  of  which  we  can  coneeive,-f  although  in  the  diversity 
of  torture  inflicted  upon  "  the  witch,"  it  ia  scarcely  potwible  to  say 
which  woB  the  least  agoniziDg. 

Not  only  \m  tiie  paneeation  for  witohenlfc  bronght  to  Kew  En- 
§^nd  by  the  Puritans,  bat  it  has  been  oonndered  and  treated  as  a  capi- 
tal offense  by  the  laws  of  both  Pennsylvania  and  New  Tork.  Trbla 
took  place  in  botih  oolonies  not  long  before  the  Salem  tragedy ;  the 
peaceful  Quaker,  WiUiam  Penn,  presiding  upon  the  bench  at  the 
time  of  the  trial  of  two  Swedish  women  aceoaed  of  witchcraft 
The  Grand  Jury  acting  under  instraotion  given  in  a  charge  delxv- 
enA  by  him,  found  bille  against  them,  and  his  skirts  were  only  saved 
from  the  fcoSXt  of  their  blood  by  some  technical  irregularity  in  the 
indictment. 


ruder  to  be  rid  of  the  dregs  of  her  wretched  life.  At  Intervals  fre«b  examloationB  took 
place,  and  they  wens  repeated  from  time  to  time  iiiitiltMr  **  oontmnacy,**  M  It  wee  tenned, 

wae  subdued.  The  clergy  nnd  Kirk  ScaslonR  appear  to  bnve  hen  the  nnweanVd  itistru- 
mente  of  "pui:]glng  the  land  of  witchcraft,"  and  to  them,  in  l/te  first  instance^  all  the  cotn- 
fUM  m4  iitfliwiMltww  mm*  m^—PUa^kH,  YcL  L,  Tut  «^  p.  BP. 

*  The  following  U  an  account  of  the  Dwlwtol  ued,  ud  fha  vxpenMi  attemllng  tte 


aentloD  of  two  witches  In  Scotland  : 

Tor  10  loeda  of  coale  to  bum  the  witches.  £S  06  8 

**  eterbenel   0  U  0 

tuwes     0  06  0 

honilee  to  be  Jiuspe  Xor  (hem   8  10  0 

"  meking  of  them   0  06  0 

**  ocietogotoTlDmontbforthelo«dto«tti90nai«MalMMjQ4ge  0  06  0 

"  the  executioner  for  his  palos   8  14  0 

*'  his  ezpeosea  there.   0  16  4 


t  Bee  tn  account  of  the  tortures  and  death  of  Alison  Balfour,  in  which  not  only  she, 
but  ber  bosbend  and  her  yooag  children  were  also  grievoaalf  tortured  In  order  to  wring 
eonfeaelon  from  the  wife  end  motlier.  This  poor  womtn  boM  erery  thing  applied  to  ber> 
eelf,  nor  did  the  eiifrerings  of  ber  baaband  and  son  compel  a  confession  of  guilt.  Not 
until  her  little  dau>;ht<>r  of  seven  or  eight  years  was  put  to  the  torture  la  ber  preaeoee  did 
the  constancy  of  the  mother  give  way.  To  spare  the  innocent  chUd,  the  equally  Innoeent 
mMtMt  OOMtMUfl  ihA wae  a  wltcb.  After  enduring  all  the  agonies  applied  to  herself,  and 
all  she  was  made  to  bear  in  the  persons  of  ber  Innocent  family,  she  was  still  made  to  un« 
dergo  the  frightful  suffering  of  death  at  the  stake,  bhe  wai>  one  of  those  who  died  call 
lug  upon  God  for  that  merqr  tbe  oonld  not  find  et  the  bande  of  Chriatiaa  men. 
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Marriage  with  devili  was  long  one  of  the  most  ordinary  aoooMi- 
tioDB  in  witch  trials.  The  knowledge  of  witehes  was  admitted,  as  is 
afaown  in  the  widely  extended  belief  of  fheir  ability  to  work  mira- 
dea*  A  large  part  of  the  women  termed  witehee  were  in  reality  the 
prafoondeat  ihinkefe»  the  moat  adyanoed  adentiatB  of  those  ages. 
For  many  hundred  years  the  knowledge  of  medicine,  and  its  praetioe 
among  the  poorer  dassea  waa  almost  entirely  in  their  hands,  and  many 
diaeoveries  in  thia  sdenoe  are  due  to  them ;  bnt  aa  acquaintance  with 
herha  soothing  to  pain,  or  healing  in  their  qnalities,  was  tiien  looked 
upon  as  having  been  acquired  through  diabolical  agency.  Even 
those  persons  cured  through  the  instrumentality  of  some  woman 
were  ready  when  the  hour  came  to  assert  their  belief  in  her  indebt- 
edness to  the  devil  f(»r  that  knowledge.  Not  only  were  the  common 
people  themselves  ignorant  of  all  science,  but  their  brains  were  tilled 
with  BuperstitiouB  fears,  and  the  l»elicf  that  kTiowle<ls:e  had  been  first 
introduced  to  the  world  through  woman's  obe<lience  to  the  devil. 
Thus  the  perseeutinn  which  for  flf^ics  raged  against  witches,  was  in 
reality  an  attack  upon  science  at  the  hands  of  the  Church. 

The  entire  subordination  of  the  common  law  to  ecclesiasticism, 
dates  in  Kughtnd  tu  the  reign  of  Stephen,  who  ascended  the  throne  in 
1135.  Its  new  growth  of  power  mast  be  ascribed  to  avarice,  as  it 
then  began  to  take  cognizance  of  crimes,  establishing  an  equivalent 
in  money  for  erery  species  of  wrong-doiug.  The  Ohnrch  not  only 
remitted  penalties  for  crimes  already  perpetrated,  but  sold  indulgences 
for  the  commission  of  new  ones.  Its  touch  upon  property  soon  ex- 
tended  to  all  the  relations  of  life.  Harriages  wHhin  the  aeventh 
degree  were  forbidden  by  the  Ohuroih  as  incestuous,  but  those  who 
could  buy  indulgence  were  enabled  to  get  a  dupensation.  No  crime 
so  great  that  it  could  not  be  condoned  for  money. 

Canon  law  gained  its  greatest  power  in  the  family  relation  in 
its  control  over  wills,  the  guardianship  of  orphans,  marriage  and 
diyorce.  Under  'ecclesiastical  law,  marriage  was  held  as  a  sac- 
rament, was  performed  at  the  church  door,  the  wife  being  required 
to  give  up  her  name,  her  person,  her  property,  her  own  sacred 
individuality,  and  to  promise  obedience  to  her  husband  in  all 
things.  Certain  hours  of  the  day  were  even  set  aside  as  canon- 
iQid  after  which  no  marriage  could  be  celebrated.*  "Wherever  it 
became  the  basis  of  legislatfon,  the  laws  of  succession  and  inher- 
itance, and  those  in  r^;ard  to  children,  constantly  sacrificed  the 


*  Ho  marriage  could  take  place  after  12  m.,  which  Is  eTea  now  the  rule  of  the  estab- 
Uabed  Churdi  of  Sos^aad. 

4B 
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interests  of  wives  and  dauglitere  to  those  of  husbands  and  sons. 
Ecelesiastical  law  ultimately  secured  such  a  hold  upon  family  prop- 
erty and  became  so  gmsping  in  its  demands,  tliat  the  civil  law 
interfered,  not,  however,  in  the  interests  of  wives  and  children, 
but  in  the  interests  of  creditors.  Canon  law  had  its  largest  growth 
through  the  ])ioii6  lictions  of  woman's  created  inferiority. 

To  the  credit  of  humanity  it  must  be  said  that  the  laitv  did  not 

«•'  ■ 

readily  yield  to  priestly  p<^wer,  but  jnadc  many  efforts  to  wrest  tlieir 
temporal  concerns  from  ecclesia.Ntical  control.    But  in  tlie  general 
paucity  of  education,  together  witli  the  abnegation  of  the  will, 
sedulouBly  taoght  bj  the  Cborcb,  which  brought  all  its  dread  power 
to  bear  in  threats  of  exoommanication  and  futore  eternal  torment, 
the  rjghta  of  the  people  were  gradually  lost.  The  control  of  the 
priesthood  over  all  thhigs  of  a  temporal,  aa  well  as  of  a  spiritnal 
nature,  tended  to  make  them  a  distinet  body  from  the  laity,  tod 
rights  were  divided  into  those  pertaining  to  persons  and  things,  the 
r^ts  of  perBOOfl  belonging  to  the  pijesthood  alone ;  but  inasmneh  as 
every  man,  whatever  his  condition,  oonld  become  a  priest,  and  no 
woman,  however  learned  or  pions  or  high  in  station,  conld,  tiie  whole 
tendency  of  eeelesiaBtioal  law  was  to  separate  man  and  woman  into 
a  holy  or  divine  sex,  and  an  unholy  or  impioos  sex,  creating  aa 
antagonism  between  those  whose  interests  are  bv  nature  the  eame. 
Thus  canon  law,  bearing  upon  the  business  of  ordinary  life  between 
man  and  man,  fell  with  its  ^eatest  weight  upon  womui;  it  not 
only  corrupted  the  common  law  in  England,  but  perverted  the  dvil 
law  of  other  countries.    The  denial  under  common  law  of  the  right 
of  woman  to  make  a  contract,  grew  out  of  the  denial  of  her  right  of 
ownership.    Not  possessing  control  over  her  own  property  or  her 
future  actions, she  was  held  as  legally  unable  to  make  a  binding  con- 
tract. 

Property  is  a  delicate  test  of  the  condition  of  a  nation.  It  is  a 
6in;^'nlar  fact  of  liistory  that  the  rights  of  property  have  everywhere 
been  recognized  before  the  rights  of  persons,  and  wherever  the  rights 
of  any  class  to  pro})erty  are  attacked,  it  is  a  most  subtle  and  dan- 
gerous assault  upt>u  personal  rights.  The  chief  restrictive  element 
of  slavery  was  the  denial  to  the  slave  of  the  proceeds  of  his  own 
labor.  As  soon  as  a  slave  was  allowed  to  hire  his  time,  the  door  of 
freedom  begim  to  open  to  him.  The  enslavement  of  woman  has 
been  much  increased  from  the  denial  of  the  rights  of  property  to 
Ler,  not  merely  to  the  fruits  of  her  own  labor,  bat  to  the  right  of 
inheritance. 
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The  great  school  of  Genuan  jurists*  teacii  that  ownership  increases 
both  physical  and  moral  capacity,  and  tliat  as  owner,  actual  or  pos- 
sible, man  is  a  more  capable  aud  woitliy  1)(mii<^  tlian  he  would  other- 
■wise  l>e.  Inasmuch  as  under  canon  law  woman  was  debarred  from 
giving  testimony  in  courts  of  law,  sisters  were  prohibited  from 
taking  an  inheritance  with  brothers,  and  wives  were  deprived  of 
property  rights,  it  is  entirely  juBtifiable  to  say  eoeleBiastic&l  Uw 
injured  dvilusation  by  ite  destmetion  of  the  property  rights  of 
-womeiLt 

The  wont  features  of  esnon  law,  as  Blackstone  frankly  admits, 
iu«  those  touching  npon  the  rights  of  woman.  Tliese  features  have 
been  made  permanent  to  this  day  by  the  power  the  Chnreh  gained 
•o^er  common  law4  between  the  tenth  and  sixteenth  centuries, 

;eince  which  period  the  .  complete  inferiority  and  sabordination  of 
:ihe  female  sex  has  been  as  fully  maintained  by  the  State  as  by  the 
Church.  The  influence  of  canon  law  npon  the  criminal  codes  of 
England  and  Ameiica  has  but  recently  attracted  the  attention  of 
Jegal  minds.  AVlun  ton,  whose  "  Criminal  Law  "  has  for  yean  been 
n  standard  work,  did  not  examine  their  relation  until  his  seventh 
•edition,  in  which  he  gave  a  copious  array  of  authors,  English,  Ger- 
man, and  Latin,  from  whom  he  deduced  proof  that  the  criminal 
<!odes  of  these  two  coantries  are  pre-eminently  based  upon  ecdesias- 
■tical  law. 

Ciiuun  law  gave  to  the  husband  the  power  of  conii)elling  the 
^•ife's  return  if,  for  any  cause,  she  left  him.  She  was  then  at  once 
in  the  position  of  an  outlaw,  branded  as  a  run  away  who  had  left  her 
master's  service,  a  wife  who  had  left  bed  and  board  "  without  con- 
sent, and  whom  all  persons  were  forbidden  to  harbor  "  or  shelter 
^  under  penalty  of  ^e  law."  The  absconding  wife  was  in  the  poei- 
^on  of  an  excommunicate  from  the  Catholic  Church,  or  of  a  woman 

*  Science  of  Law. 

t  Gerard  says  the  doofdrn'^s  of  the  Canon  Lnw  most  favortblc  to  tbo  POWW  of  tbo 
«lefgy,  are  foaoded  on  igooraDce,  ur  supported  by  fraud  aud  forgery. 

%  Whorrer  wtoh«s  to  gain  fatelght  Into  that  great  taisUtution,  Caeon  Law,  can  do 
iM  most  effectively  by  stodytag  Common  Law,  in  regard  to  woman.— BLAOKWoaa. 
I  have  arrived  at  conclosionB  which  I  keep  to  myself  as  yet,  ami  only  otter  as  Greek 
^vaiTa,  aweTOTOt.,  the  principle  of  which  is  tiwt  there  wiU  never  be  a  good  world  for 
wonan  tin  the  laat  monk,  and  fbarewltti  «io  last  rennant  of  the  monaatle  Idea  oC,  and 
legislation  for,  womun,  *  e  ,  tlu>  rnnon  Law,  Is  cMlLsed  off  the  face  of  tho  earth.  Meao- 
wbifc  all  the  most  pore  aud  high-minded  women  in  England  and  in  Europe,  taaTO 
twea  brought  up  under  tiia  aliadow  of  tiia  Omon  Law,  md  have  aooepted  It  wKh  ttia 
■usuul  divine  self-sacriflce,  as  their  destiny  by  law  of  God  and  nature,  and  consider  their 
own  womaotiood  oatraged  wliea  it,  their  tyrant,  is  meddled  wMtu—Ckartm  Singikif, 
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condemned  as  a  witch.  Any  pereou  befriending  her  was  held  acces- 
sory to  the  wife's  theft  of  herself  from  her  husband,  and  rendered 
liable  to  tine  and  other  punishment  for  having  helped  to  rob  the 
husband  (master)  of  his  wife  (slave). 

The  present  formula  of  adTertidiig  »  itHB,  which  so  frequently 
disgraces  the  press,  is  doe  to  this  belief  in  wife-ownenhip. 

Whereon  my  wife  has  left  my  bed  and  board  without  j\i«t 

cause  or  provocation,  I  hereby  forbid  all  persons  from  harboruig  or 
trnsting  h«r  on  my  aeoonnt. 

By  old  Enn^lish  law,  in  case  the  wife  was  in  danger  of  perishing 
in  a  ptorin,  it  was  allowable  "  to  harbor  *'  and  shelter  her. 

It  is  less  than  thirty  years  since  the  dockets  of  a  court  in  New 
York  city,  the  great  metropolis  of  our  nation,  were  sulhed  by  the 
suit  of  a  husban<l  against  parties  who  had  i-eceiveil,  "  harbored  "  and 
sheltered  his  wife  after  she  left  him,  the  husband  recovering  $10,000 
damages. 

Al&ongh  Eiigland  was  Christianized  in  the  fourth  oentury,  it 
was  not  nntil  the  tenth  that  a  daughter  had  a  right  to  rejeet 
the  husband  aeleeted  for  her  by  her  father  ;*  and  it  was  not  until 
this  same  century  that  the  Christian  wife  of  a  Christian  husband 
acquired  the  right  of  eating  at  table  with  him.  For  many  hundred 
years  the  law  entered  families,  binding  out  to  servile  labor  all  un- 
married women  between  the  ages  of  eleven  and  forty. 

For  more  than  a  thousand  years  women  in  England  were  legis* 
lated  for  as  slaves.  They  were  imprisone<l  for  crimes  that,  if  com- 
mitted by  a  man,  were  punished  by  simple  branding  in  the  hand  ; 
and  other  crimes  which  he  could  atone  for  by  a  fine,  were  punished  in 
her  case  by  burning  alive.  Down  to  the  end  of  the  cij:rhtcenth  cent- 
ury the  punishment  of  a  wife  who  had  murdered  her  liusband  was 
bumingf  alive  ;  while  if  the  husband  murdcre<l  the  wife,  his  was 
hanging,  "the  same  as  if  he  had  murdered  any  stranger."  iier 


*  WlTW  In  England  were  boaght  from  the  lUlb  tu  tb«  elevcaUi  centiuy  (^Jkteriptivt 
Boetobgif,  Artart  S^omcer).  By  an  inctait  law  of  India,  a  tether  wis  forUddm  to  sell 

hia  daughter  in  marriage.  K«Mhub  Chunder  &n,  who  ivceuUy  spent  a  few  yean  lu  En- 
gland, objected,  after  his  return  home,  to  the  introduction  of  Englisb  cuBtooH  in  regard 
to  woman  into  India,  on  account  of  their  degradation  of  the  female  sex. 

f  Our  Inwt  •■«  baaed  on  fhe  an^avflldeney  of  nian*a  rigbte ;  aodetf  ezlata  ftir  neni 

only;  for  women,  merdv  In  so  fur  as  they  are  reprcieDtod  by  pomc  man,  are  In  the 
miMdi;  or  keeping  of  aome  man  {fimrijptbtt  Soeiology^  jBktgfandt  Mtrtert  i^pmcer).  In  Sa* 
Ulaiid,  aa  late  aa  the  trraiiMaafli  eaatmy,  bualiaadto  otdmMDt  atetlon  were  not  aahamed 
to  beat  their  wivc».  Gentleman  ananged  {)arties  of  ploaaure  to  Bridewell,  for  tbe  pnr- 
ptHie  of  teeing  the  wretched  women  wbo  beat  bemp  there  whipped.  It  waa  BOi  ttOtfl 
1817  that  the  public  whipping  of  woman  was  abolished  in  England. — IbkL 
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crime  was  petit  treason,  and  her  paiiiBhiiieiat  WBA  the  same  as  that  of 
the  slave  who  had  murdered  her  master.  For  woman  there  existed  no 
«  benefit  of  clergy,' '  which  in  a  man  who  could  read,  greatly  lesBened 
his  punishment;  this  ability  to  read  enablinfir  him  to  perform  cer- 
tain priestly  functions  and  securing  him  immunity  in  crime.  The 
Church  having  first  made  woman  ineligible  to  the  priesthood,  pun- 
ished her  on  account  of  the  restrictions  of  its  own  making.  We 
who  talk  of  the  burning  of  wives  upon  the  funeral  pyres  of  husbands 
iu  India,  may  well  turn  our  eyes  to  the  records  of  Christian  countries. 

Where  marriage  is  wholly  or  partially  under  ecclesiastical  law, 
woman's  degradation  surely  follows  ;  but  in  Catholic  and  Protestant 
countries  a  more  decent  veil  has  been  thrown  OTor  this  sacrifice  of 
woman  than  under  aome  fcmna  of  the  Greek  Ohnich,  where  the  wile 
is  delivered  to  the  hnsband  nnder  this  fonnala :  Here^  wolf,  take 
thy  lamhl"  and  the  bridegroom  is  presented  with  a  whip,  giving 
hia  bride  a  fewhlows  as  part  of  the  oeiemony,  and  bidding  her  draw 
off  his  boots  as  a  i^bol  of  her  snbjogpttion  to  him.  With  saeh  an 
entrance  ceremony,  it  may  well  be  snrmiaed  that  the  marriage 
relation  permits  of  the  most  revolting  tyranny.  In  Bossia,  until 
recently,  the  wife  who  killed  her  husband  while  he  was  chastising 
her,  was  buried  alive,  her  head  (miy  being  left  above  groottd.  Many 
lingered  for  days  before  the  mercy  of  death  reached  them. 

Iran  Panim,  a  Unssian  exile,  now  a  student  in  Harvard  College, 
made  the  following  statement  in  a  speech  at  the  Massaohuaettfl 
Woman  SofErage  Convention,  lield  in  February,  1881 : 

A  short  time  ago  the  wife  of  a  well-to-do  pea.8ant  oame  to  a  justice  of 
one  of  the  district  courts  in  Russia  and  demanded  protection  from  the 
cruelty  of  her  husband.  Siie  proved  conchisively  by  the  aid  of  compe- 
tent witnesses,  that  he  had  bound  her  naked  to  a  stake  daring  the  cold 
weather,  cm  the  street,  and  asked  the  paasers-hy  to  strike  her;  and 
whenever  tihey  reftised,  he  stmok  her  himself.  He  ftstened  her,  more* 
over,  to  the  ground,  put  heavy  stones  and  weights  on  her  and  broke  one 
of  her  arms.  The  court  declared  the  husband  "not  ^lilty."  "  It  can  not 
afford,"  it  said,  "  to  teach  woman  to  disobey  the  commands  of  her  hus- 
band." This  is  bj  no  means  an  extimna  or  isolated  case.  Few,  indeed, 
beoome  known  to  the  pnblie  tiirongh  the  courts  or  throngfa  the  prsss.* 


•  Wives  is  Russia.— A  peasaat  In  the  vniageof  Zelova  Baltia,  havliiK  reason  to  doubt 
tbe  fidelity  of  hia  spouse,  deiiber»t«Iy  harueaded  bar  to  a  cart  io  oompaoy  with  a  mare— 
a  fpeclM  of  doald*  IwnoM  fw  wUck  the  lady  WW  pffolM^ 

the  nnptlal  vow.  He  then  pot  into  the  cart  In  company  with  a  frionrl,  and  drove  the  111- 
asaorted  team  some  sizteeo  versU  (neuiy  eleven  English  miles),  without  aparing  die 
wUp-cord.  Wbca  Im  retamed  tnm  Ms  Mteonton  be  ebtved  flie  vnlncky  woman's  liead, 
tarred  and  feathered  her,  aud  turned  her  out  of  doors.  She  oatarally  sought  refuge  and 
conaolatloD  from  her  parish  priest  \  bat  be  sent  her  beek  to  ber  lord  and  master,  pre 
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Canon  law  made  its  greatest  encroachuiunts  at  the  period  tliat 
chivalry  waf  at  its  height ;  the  outward  show  of  respect  and  honor 
to  woman  keeping  pace  in  its  false  pretense  with  the  destruction  of 
lier  legal  rights.  Woman's  moral  degradation  was  at  this  time  so 
great  that  a  community  of  women  was  even  proposed,  and  was  sus* 
tained  by  Jem  de  Kenng,  the  Poet  of  Chivalry,"  in  his  Bomaa 
de  la  Boae.  Christine  of  Pisa,  the  fint  strictly  literaiy  woman  of 
Western  Europe,  took  up  her  pen  in  defense  of  her  aez  agaioat  th» 
genera]  liMdmona  spirit  of  the  a§pe,  writing  in  opposition  to  Meong. 

Under  Eeoidalisai,  nnder  CeHhacyi  under  Chivalry,  under  the  Bef- 
ormation,  under  the  prindplaa  of  new  sects  of  the  nineteenth  cent- 
ury— the  Perfectionists  and  Mormons  alike — ^we  find  tliia  one  idea, 
of  woman's  inferiority,  and  her  creation  aa  a  subject  of  man's  pea- 
sions  openly  or  covertly  promulgated. 

The  Salic  Uw  not  only  denied  to  women  the  right  to  reign,  but  t» 
the  inheritance  of  houses  and  lauds.  One  of  its  famous  articles  was  : 
"  8alic  land  shall  not  fall  to  women ;  the  inheritance  shall 
devolve  exclusively  on  the  males."  The  fact  of  sex  not  only 
prohibited  woman's  inlicritance  of  thrones  and  of  lands,  but  there  were 
forms  in  this  law  hy  which  a  man  might  sepanite  himself  from 
his  family,  getting  free  from  all  obligations  of  relationship  and  en- 
tering upon  an  entire  indej>endence."  History  does  not  tell  us  to 
what  depths  of  degradation  this  disocverance  of  all  family  ties  re- 
duced the  women  of  his  household,  who  could  neither  inherit  hous» 
or  land.  The  formation  of  the  Salic  code  is  still  buried  in  the  mist» 
of  antiquity ;  it  is,  however,  variously  regarded  as  having  originated 
in  the  fourth  and  in  the  seventh  century,  many  laws  of  its  code  be- 
ing, like  English  common  law,  unwritten,  and  othera  showing 
double  origin."  &ut  our  interest  does  not  so  greatly  lie  in  ita 
origin,  aa  in  the  fact  that  after  the  convenion  of  the  Franks  to 
Christiamty  the  law  was  revised,  and  all  parts  deemed  inconsistent 
with  this  religion  were  revoked.  The  restrictions  upon  woman  wer» 
retained. 

Woman's  wrougs  under  the  Beformation,  we  discover  by  glancing 


•crlblng  furtbor  flai;cllaUon.  An  apyiral  to  jii^tft  <>  t  v  ttie  pnor  woman  and  her  relative* 
imalted  in  a  Qon-sultt  and  anjr  recoune  to  a  higbor  court  will  probably  tarmloaie  in  the 
nme  mmMr. 

Woman's  Lot  ik  Romli.— Here  and  there  the  popular  eonga  bear  traces  of  the  grief* 
which  iu  tlic  rough  furrows  of  dally  life  the  Rusaian  woman  flndA  it  prudent  to  ooDCoaL 
"  Agea  have  rolled  away,"  eaya  the  poet  Nckraaof ;  "  the  whole  face  of  the  earth  has 
Ml^toQed  ;  only  the  sombre  lot  of  mowjik?*  wffto  God  forgets  to  change.*'  And  the 
•ame  port  maki*  one  of  his  villufrv  hprolnea  say,  apropos  of  the  enfranchisement  of  the 
aerf«,  "  God  has  furgulteu  the  nook  where  Ue  hid  the  keys  of  woman's  emaacl(Mtioa.** 
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at  dMerent  periods.  The  CromwelL'an  cm  exhibited  an  inereue  of 
piety.  FuritaniBm  here  had  its  birth,  but  brought  no  element  of 
toleration  to  wonum.  Lydia  Maris  Child,  in  her  History  of  Worn* 
an,"  says: 

Under  tiie  Oommonwealth  lodety  AMomed  a  new  and  stem  aipeet. 

Women  were  in  disgrace;  it  was  everywhere  reiterated  from  the  pulpit 
that  woman  caused  man's  expulsion  from  ParadiRe,  and  ought  to  be 
shunned  by  Christians  as  one  of  the  greatest  temptations  of  Satan.  "Man," 
said  they,  *'is  conceived  in  sin  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity;  it  was  liis 
complaMnoy  to  woman  that  eanaed  his  lliat  debaaement;  let  him  not, 
thttrefcre,  glory  in  his  shame;  let  him  not  worablp  the  fountain  of  his 
corruption."  Learning  and  accomplifhTnonts  were  alike  discouraged; 
and  wonien  confined  to  a  knowledge  of  cooking,  family  medicines,  and 
the  onintelligible  theological  discussions  of  the  day. 

'  A  writer  about  this  period,  Baid :  She  that  knoweth  how  to 
oomponnd  a  pudding  is  more  desirable  than  afae  who  akiUfiilly  com- 
ponndeth  a  poem." 

At  the  time  of  the  Beformation,  Lather  at  first  contiDned  celibate, 
but  thmking  to  vex  the  Pope,"  he  suddenly,  at  the  age  of  f  orty- 
two,  gave  his  infloence  agsinst  celibacy  by  marriage  with  Oatherine 
You  Bora,  a  former  nun.  Bnt  although  thna  becoming  an  example 
of  priestly  marri^igc  under  the  new  order  of  thingB^  Luther's  whole 
course  shows  that  he  did  not  believe  in  woman's  equality  with  man. 
He  took  with  him  the  old  theory  of  her  subordination.  It  was  his 
maxim  that  "  no  gown  or  garment  worse  becomes  a  ^voman  than  that 
she  will  be  wise."  Although  opposing  monastic  life,  the  home  under 
the  reformation  was  frovemed  by  many  of  its  rules  for  woman. 

First.  She  was  to  be  under  obedience  to  the  masculine  head  of 
the  household. 

Second.  She  wasi  to  be  constantly  employed  for  ]>on(»tit. 
Tfi  irdL  Her  society  was  strictly  chosen  for  her  by  her  master  and 
bead. 

F<yurth.  This  masculine  family  head  was  a  general  fatlier  con- 
fessor, to  whom  she  was  lield  re>pon)iil)le  in  thought  and  deed. 

Fifth.  Xeitlier  genius  nor  talent  could  free  woman  from  such 
control,  without  consent. 

Luther,  though  free  from  the  lasciviousness  of  the  old  priest- 
hood, wari  not  monogamic  in  principle.  When  applied  to  by  the 
German  Elector,  Philip,*  Landgrave  of  Hesse-Cafjsel,  for  pcnnis- 
eiou  to  marry  a  second  wife,  wliile  his  first,  Margaret  of  Savoy,  was 

•  Ooe  of  the  powerfnl  QenMa  Eleelom,  wbo  fOR0«ri|y  iMdedMioe  of  the  Smperar  of 
Genoanjr. 
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still  living,  Luther  called  a  synod  of  six  of  the  principal  reformers, 
who  in  joint  consultation  decided  that  as  the  Bible  nowhere  con- 
demned polygamy,  and  as  it  had  been  invariably  practiced  by  the 
highest  digniteritt  of  the  Ghmeh,  the  required  permisaion  shonld  be 
granted.  History  does  not  teU  ns  that  the  wife  was  consiilted  in  the 
matter.  She  wbb  held  as  In  general  snbordlnation  to  the  powera 
that  be,  ea  weD  aa  in  special  snbordlnation  to  her  hoaband;  bnt 
more  degrading  than  all  else  is  the  fact  that  the  doctrine  of  nnchas- 
tity  for  man  waa  bronght  into  the  Beformation,  aa  not  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  of  the  Qospel.* 

Many  Protestant  divinea  have  written  in  foror  of  polygamy. 
John  Lyser,  a  Latheran  minister,  living  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  defended  it  strongly  in  a  work  entitled 
"  Polygamia  Triumphatrix."  A  former  general  of  the  Capuchin 
Order,  converted  to  the  Protestant  faith,  published,  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  a  book  of  "  Dialogues  in  Favor  of  Polygamy."  Rev.  Mr. 
Madan,  a  Protestant  divine,  in  a  treatise  called  "  Thalypthora,"  main- 
tained that  Paul's  injunctions  that  bishops  should  be  the  husbands  of 
one  wife,  signified  that  laymen  were  permitted  to  marry  more  than  one. 
The  scholarly  William  Ellery  Channing  could  lind  no  prohibition  of 
polygamy  in  the  New  Testament.  In  his  "  Remarks  on  the  Character 
and  Writings  of  John  Milton,"  he  says :  We  believe  it  to  be  an  indis- 
putable feet,  that  althougli  Christianity  was  first  preached  in  Asia, 
whieh  had  been  from  the  earliest  days  Uie  seat  of  polygamy,  the  apoa- 
tlee  never  denoanoed  it  aa  a  eiime,  and  never  leqnired  their  converts 
to  pnt  away  all  wivea  bat  one.  Ko  express  prohibition  of  polygamy 
ja  f  onnd  in  the  Kew  Testament''  The  legitimate  reralt  of  soch  views 
is  seen  in  Mormonism,  the  latest  Protestant  sect,  which  daima  its 
anth<nity  from  the  Bible  aa  well  aa  from  the  Book  of  Mormon.  We 
give  the  remarks  recently  made  in  defence  of  polygamy  by  Bishop 
Iiunt  of  the  Mormon  Ohnrdi,  to  a  reporter  of  TK^  San  ^randtoo 
CMvniole: 

Gtod  revealvd  to  Joseph  Smith  the  polygamous  f^stam.  It  is  quite  tme 
that  his  widow  declared  that  no  such  revelatton  was  evor  mada,  but  that 

wtiM  bocaase  sbe  had  lost  tho  spirit.    God  oomqianded  the  human  race  to 
multiply  and  roplonish  tho  eftrth.    Abraham  had  two  wives,  and  the 
luighty  iionorod  the  second  one  by  a  direct  communication.   Jacob  had 
Leah  and  Zilpah.  David  had  a  plucali^  of  wives,  and  waa  a  man  alter 


*  IvcB  M  late  M  the  aixtMiilh  eentuy  a  plmU^  of  wItw  mm  aHowad  In  mmm  of 

the  Cbristiiiu  countries  of  Earopo,  au^l  the  Gcrmaa  nfonners  were  incHneil  to  permit  big- 
amy M  uot  incooaiateot  with  Uie  prlndplet  of  tiw  GoapeU— "  Woman  in  all  Oountries  and 
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God's  own  heart.  God  gave  him  Saul's  wives,  and  only  isondeiiined  hit 
adulteries.  Mosos,  Gideon,  and  Joshua  had  each  a  plurality  of  wives. 
Soiomon  had  wives  and  concubines  by  hundreds,  tbouj?h  we  do  not  be- 
lieve in  the  concubine  system.  We  leave  that  to  the  (ientiles.  Virtue 
and  chastity  withar  benoath  the  monogamio  institution,  wliich  was  bor- 
rowed ftrom  the  pftgaa  nationa  by  tbe  early  Ohiistiaiis.  It  was  pvopheaied 
that  in  the  latter  days  seven  women  would  lay  hold  of  one  man  and  de- 
mand to  bear  his  name,  that  they  might  not  be  held  in  dishonor.  The 
ProteRtants  and  Catholics  assail  us  with  very  poor  grace  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  the  first  pillars  of  the  religion  they  claim  to  profess  were 
men  like  the  flainti  of  Utah— polygamista.  The  Ihetoan  not  be  denied.  Po- 
lygamy is  Yirtoally  eneomaged  and  taoght  by  emmple  by  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. It  may  appear  shocking  and  blasphemous  to  Gentiles  for  us  to  say 
so,  but  we  hold  that  Jesus  Christ  himself  was  a  polygamist.  He  was  sur- 
rounded by  women  constantly,  as  the  Scriptures  attest,  and  those  women 
were  His  polygamous  wives.  The  vast  disparity  between  the  sexes  in  all 
settled  eommnnitlseisanother  aigament  in  tevorof  polygamy,  to  saynoth- 
ingoftiiediBinelinationamongyoangmaleQentilsetoomRying:  Themon- 
ogamio  system  condemns  millions  of  women  to  celibacy.  A  lai^  propor- 
tion of  them  stray  from  the  path  of  right,  and  these  unfortunates  induce 
millions  of  men  to  forego  marriage.  As  I  have  said,  virtue  and  chastity 
wither  under  the  monogamio  system. 

There  are  no  illegitimate  ohildren  in  Utah;  thers  are  no  Ubertlnee; 
there  are  no  brotheis,  excepting  where  the  presence  of  Gsntiles  orsatee 
the  demand  for  thein.  Even  then  our  people  do  what  they  can  to  root 
out  such  places.  There  is  a  positive  advantage  in  having  more  than  one 
wife.  It  is  impossible  to  find  a  Gentile  home,  where  comforts  and  plenty 
prevail,  in  whioh  tiMre  is  only  <me  woman.  Ho  one  woman  ean  manage 
a  hoosehold.  She  most  have  aaslstaaee.  Henoe  we  eiaim  that  when  a 
man  marries  a  seeond  wife,  he  actually  benefits  the  first  one,  and  con- 
tributes to  her  ease,  and  relieves  her  of  a  large  burden  of  care.  The  du- 
ties of  the  household  are  divided  between  the  two  women,  and  everything 
moves  on  harmoniously  and  peacefully.  The  whole  thing  is  a  matter  of 
ednoatlon.  A  girl  reared  under  the  monogamio  system  may  look  with 
abhotrenoe  on  onrs ;  our  yonng  women  do  not  do  so.  They  ezpeot,  when 
they  marry  a  man,  that  he  wilt  some  day  take  another  wife,  and  they 
corifsidor  It  quite  natural  that  he  should  do  so.  In  wealthy  Gentile  com- 
uiutiitieH  the  concubine  system  largely  takes  the  place  of  the  polygamous 
system.  Any  man  of  intelligence,  observation,  and  travel,  knows  that 
saeh  is  the  ease.  The  fust  is  ignored  by  general  eonsent,  and  little  is  said 
about  it,  and  nothing  Is  written  about  it.  It  is  not  rsgarded  as  a  proper 
subject  of  conversation  or  of  publication.  How  much  better  to  give 
lonely  women  a  homo  while  they  are  uncontaminated,  and  honor 
them  with  your  name,  and  perpetually  provide  for  them,  and  before  the 
world  reoognise  your  own  oflhpring  I  The  polygamous  system  is  the  only 
satnrel  one,  and  the  time  rapidly  apptoaohes  when  it  will  be  the  most 
oonspicuous  and  beneficent  of  American  institutions.  It  will  be  the 
grand  characteristic  feature  of  American  society.  Our  women  are  con- 
tented with  it— more,  they  are  the  most  ardent  defenders  of  it  to  be  found 
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la  Utah.  If  the  qaMtfon  w«m  put  to  «  vote  to-moROw,  niiifrientha  of  ^ 
women  of  Utah  would  TOte  to  peipetoaito  poljsamy. 

The  Monnons  claim  that  polygamy  is  countenanced  by  the  Xew 
Testament  well  as  by  tlie  Old.  They  interpret  Paul's  teaching  in 
regard  to  bishops,  while  eonunanding  them  to  marry  one  wife,  as 
also  not  })rohibiting  them  from  niarrving  more  than  one  ;  their  inter- 
pretation of  this  passage  slightly  varying  from  that  of  liev.  }Ax, 
Hadau. 

Bey.  C.  P.  Ljford,  of  the  Methodiet  Ofaoreh,  long  a  reBideiit  of 
Utah,  in  a  letter  of  Febmmry  19, 1881,  to  Thelfcrthfim  CkriiUan 
Advoeatef  a  Methodist  paper  })ubliBhed  in  Syracnse,  sajs: 

We  read  of  the  stories  of  India  and  China,  and  the  wonder  of  their  ex* 
islenee  la  kwt  hi  their  antiquitf.  ]fohamiiiedaoiflDi»  with  its  1,800  yearn 
of  e^stenoe,  nmnm  as  that  it  should  have  obtained  each  a  footing.  But 
here,  In  onr  daj,  surrounded  with  hM  tlie  advantages  of  the  nineteenth 

century,  that  a  people  should  have  come  up  from  nothing;  that  a  man  of 
low  family,  himself  a  worthless  oharaoter,  should  have  come  up  with  a 
lie  Id  his  moath  and  a  stolen  mamiserliit  in  ids  hand,  and  he  foond  die* 
toting  terms  to  a  strong  government,  and  become  an  absolute  despot  in 
a  republic,  is  the  most  amazing  fact  of  history.  It  took  the  Methodist 
Church  forty  years  to  got  a  membersliip  of  138,000.  Mormonism  in  forty- 
four  years  oouuted  2^0,000.  it  seems  incredible,  nevertheless  it  iti  a  fact. 
hk  this  brief  spaee  of  time  it  has  also  been  able  to  noUUy  our  laws,  oppose 
onr  institntl<ms»  openlj  peipetrato  erfmes,  be  repreaonted  In  Congrsss, 
boast  of  the  helplessness  of  the  nation  to  prevent  these  things,  and  give 
the  Church  supremacy  over  the  State  and  the  people.  Bills  introduced 
in  Congress  adequate  to  their  overthrow  have  been  year  after  year  allowed 
to  lUl  to  the  ground  without  action  upon  them. 

Onr  publio  men  ean  only  pconounee  against  the  eilmo  of  polygamy;  the 
presB  can  Hee  only  polygamy  in  Utah;  the  public  mind  is  impressed  with 
only  the  heinonsness  of  polygamy.  Back  of  polygamy  is  the  tree  that 
produces  it  and  many  kindred  evils  more  dear  to  the  Mormon  rulers. 
They  do  not  care  for  all  the  sentiment  or  law  against  this  one  fruit  of  the 
tose.  If  the  tree  itself  is  left  to  stand.  Tlie  tree—the  prolille  eanse  of  so 
many  and  so  great  evils  in  Utah,  the  great^ist  curse  of  the  territory,  the 
strength  of  Mormonism  and  its  impregnable  wall  of  defence  ngainf^t  Chris- 
tianity and  civilization,  ib  that  arbitrary,  despotic,  and  absolute  hierarchy 
known  as  the  Mormon  Priesthood. 

Mr.  Lyford  has  partial  insight  into  the  truth  when  he  saya 
•'back  of  pdjgamj  ia  the  tree  that  prodnoea  it  and  many  Undred 

evils";  but  in  deiiDing  that  tree  as  the  hierarchy— the  prieathood— 
he  has  not  reached  the  entire  truth.  He  does  not  touch  the  ground 
which  supports  the  tree.  Polygamy  is  but  one  development  of  the 
doctrine     woman's  created  inferiority,  the  constant  tendency  of 
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which  is  to  make  her  a  mere  slave  ,ander  everj  form  of  religion 
extant,  and  of  which  the  complex  marriage  of  the  Oneida  Com- 
munity  was  but  another  logical  result. 

When  woman  interprets  the  Bible  for  herself,  it  will  be  in  the 
interest  of  a  higher  morality,  a  purer  lioine.  Monogamy  is  woman's 
doctrine,  as  polygamy  is  man's.  Backofeii,  the  Swiss  jurist,  says 
that  the  regulation  of  marriage  by  which,  in  priniitivc  times,  it 
became  possible  for  a  woman  to  belong  only  to  one  man,  came  about 
by  a  religious  reformation,  wherein  the  women,  in  armed  oouilict, 
obtained  a  victory  over  men. 

In  Chris*tian  countries  to-day,  the  restrictions  on  woman  in 
the  married  relation  are  much  greater  than  upon  man.*  Adultery, 
which  is  polygJimy  outside  of  the  married  relation,  is  everywhere 
held  as  more  venial  in  man  than  in  woman.  In  England,  while  the 
linsband  can  easily  obtain  a  divorce  from  his  wife,  upon  the  ground 
of  adultery,  it  is  almost  imposrible  lor  the  wife  to  obtain  a  divorce 
upon  the  same  ground.  Nothing  short  of  the  husband's  bringing 
another  woman  into  the  honse,  to  snstain  wi£aly  relations  to  him, 
at  all  justifies  her  in  proceeding  for  a  separation ;  and  even  then, 
the  husband  retains  contiol  of  the  wife's  property.  A  trialf  in 
England  is  scarcely  ended  in  which  a  husband  willed  his  wife^s 
property  to  his  mistress  and  ill^timate  children.  The  courts  not 
only  decided  in  his  favor,  but  to  this  legal  robbery  of  the  wife> 
added  the  insult  of  telling  her  that  a  part  of  her  own  money  was 
enough  for  her,  and  that  she  ought  to  be  willing  that  her  husband's 
mistress  and  illegitimate  children  should  share  it  with  her. 

Milton's  ''Paradise  Lost"  is  responsible  for  many  existing  views 
in  regard  to  woman.  After  the  Reformation,  as  women  b^;an  to 
waken  to  literature,  came  Milton,  a  patriot  of  patriots — as  patriots 
were  held  in  those  days,  a  man  who  talked  of  liberty  for  men — 
but  who  held  man  to  stand  in  God's  place  toward  woman.  Al- 
though it  has  been  affirmed  that  his  blindness  Milton  dictated  his 
great  epic  to  lii^i  daiigrhters,  and  a  Scotch  artist  has  painted  the  scene 
(a  picture  recently  purchased  by  the  Lenox  Library),  yet  this  is  one 
of  the  myths  men  call  history,  and  amuse  themselves  in  believing. 
This  tale  of  blind  Milton  dictatine:  "  Paradise  Lost  "  to  his  daugh- 
ters, is  a  trick  ^  desigued  to  play  upon  our  sympathies.    Old  Dr. 

*8ee  report  of  tba  8«i^  trial  !□  Ohio,  1879,  io  wbleh  the  Jad^e  decided  against  the 
l»ro8ccatiDK  wife,  upon  the  (ground  of  her  lack  of  the  Mme  ownenblp  over  ttie  batbsod 

that  the  husband  po»se»Bcd  over  the  wife. 

t  The  Birchell  caee  . 

X  «*Htotoi7,"  Mft  YiAtOn,  '*  Je  only  t  pored  of  tricks  wo  ploj  irtth  tho  deod.** 
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Johnson  said  of  Milton,  that  he  would  not  allow  his  dangfaten* 
even  to  learn  to  vrite.  Between  Milton  and  his  wivee,  we  know 
there  was  tyranny  npon  one  side  and  hatred  on  the  other.  He  ooald 
not  gain  the  love  of  cither  wife  or  daughter,  and  yet  he  is  the  nian 
who  did  so  much  to  popularize  the  idea  of  woman's  subordination 
to  man.  "He,  for  Ood  :  ehe,  for  God  in  him" — as tanght  in  the 
fanions  line  :  "  Ond  thy  law,  thou  raine." 

Tliat  the  clerical  teaching  of  woman's  subordination  to  man  wag  not 
alone  a  doctrine  of  the  dark  ages,  is  proven  by  the  most  abundant 
testiraon}'  of  to-dav.  The  famous  See  trial  of  1876,  which  shook 
not  onlv  the  Presbytery  of  Newark,  l)ut  the  whole  Synod  of  New 
Jersey,  and  finally,  the  General  Presbyterian  Assembly  of  the  United 
States,  wiis  based  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  divinely  appointed  8ul>- 
ordination  of  woman  to  muu,  and  arose  simply  because  Dr.  See 
a<lmitted  two  ladiesf  to  his  })nlpit  to  spwik  upon  temperance ;  which 
act,  liev  Dr.  Craven,  the  prosecutor,  declared  to  have  been  "  an 
indecency  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah."  He  expressed  the  genenii 
clerical  and  Ohnroh  view,  when  he  said : 

I  believe  the  subject  involves  the  honor  of  my  God.  I  believe  the 
subject  iuvolves  the  headship  and  orown  of  Jesus.  Woman  was  made 
fur  man  and  became  first  in  the  tranagression.  My  argxuuent  is  that 
gabordinatioii  is  Qfttnral,  tiie  sabordlnatlon  of  s«i.  Dr.  Be«  has  admit- 
ted marital  subordination,  but  this  Is  not  enough;  there  exists  a  created 
gnbordination;  a  divinely  arranged  and  appointed  subordination  of 
woman  &&  woman,  to  man  as  man.  Woman  was  made  for  man  nnd  became 
first  in  the  tranagression.  The  proper  condition  of  the  adoit  female  is  mar- 
riage ;  the  geneml  rale  ledlse  Is  meiflege.  Women  wtthont  sUIdien, 
It  might  be  said,  eonld  preaeh,  bat  thej  oie  voder  tfa«  gwMral  rale  of 

*JosK  Mu<T0K  Alio  Hm  Dacohtkbs.— Milton's  OricnUl  views  ol  tbo  funcUoD  of 
woono  led  htm  not  only  to  neglcet,  Imt  to  poNlttTiely  pioTnt  On  ednestfcm  of  Us  dngh- 
ter*.  They  were  -^Tit  tn  no  school  nt  all,  hnt  were  handf»d  over  to  a  schoolmi^tn-ss  |q 
the  bouse.  He  would  not  allow  them  to  Icaru  any  luigaage.  My  log,  with  »  sneer,  thai 
"for  s  womsa  one  toagoe  was  enoagh.**  The  Nemevto,  however,  that  fSoDowa soMah 
sacrifice  of  others  Is  so  sure  of  stroke  that  there  needs  no  future  world  of  panishment 
to  adjust  the  balance.  Tbc  time  came  when  Milton  wonldhavo  given  worlds  that  his 
daughters  bad  learned  the  tongitea.  Hotraa  hUad,  and  eonld  only  get  at  his  precious 
book — eonld  only  give  expression  to  hia  piceloas  verses— through  the  eyes  and  hnuds  of 
others.  Whose  hands  and  who^o  eye«  so  proper  for  this  as  his  daughters  *  He  pro- 
ceeded to  train  them  to  rfsd  to  him,  parrot^  like,  iu  five  or  six  languages,  which  be  (the 
icboolmaatei)  eonld  at  one  time  have  aasUy  tavght  ihett;  hot  of  wkleii  thenp  oooM  not 
now  understand  a  word.  He  tumfd  h\fi  diinghters  Into  reading-machines.  It  appall- 
ing to  think  of  such  a  task.  That  Mary  should  revolt,  and  at  last,  after  repealed  con- 
teati  wHb  bar  taaionaater,  leant  to  hate  ber  father— that  She  ehonld,  when  tome  one 
•poke  in  h«  presence  of  her  father's  approachintr  marriatro,  make  the  dreadful  speech 
that  "  it  was  no  news  to  hear  of  bis  wedding,  but  if  she  could  bear  of  bis  death,  that 
were  something  "—is  unutterably  palnfhl,  bat  not  snrprlsing.— 2^  Aihmumm. 

t  Mis.  BoMnaon,  of  Indlaiia,  and  Mra.  X.  &  Whtlae!f ,  of  Nav  Tock. 
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■ttboidfnatimi.  It  Is  not  allowed  women  to  speak  in  fbe  Ohnroh.  lCan*B 

place  is  on  the  platform.  It  is  positively  base  for  a  woman  to  speak  in 
the  pulpit;  it  \»  bane  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah.  The  whole  qaestlon  is 
one  of  Bubordiuation* 

Thna,  befove  a  lai|;e  andJenoe'eompoiod  mainly  of  women,  .  Dr. 
Omvea  stood,  and  with  danunciatory  maaoer,  ireqaently  bringing 
his  fiats  or  liis  Bible  empbaticallj  down,  demoted  a  fbvr  honrr 
speeeh  to  proviiig  that  fhe  Bible  taught  womaa's  sabordinadon; 
one  of  his  statements  being  that  ^'in  ereiy  oonntrji  under  werj 
eUme,  firom  the  pesasnt  woman  of  Naples  with  a  handkerohief  over 
her  hair,  to  the  women  before  him  with  bonnets,  weej  one  wore 
something  npon  her  head  In  token  of  her  sabcwdination.''  Dr. 
OrsFen's  position  was  fullj  sustained  by  many  brother  deigymen, 
some  of  whom  Enthusiastically  shouted  ^  Amen ! 

Dr.  Ballantine  considered  the  subject  too  simple  for  an  aignment. 
Dr,  Few  Smith,  although  he  admired  Miss  Smiley,  more  than  sl- 
moet  any  other  orator  he  had  ever  listened  to,  did  not  want  her  or 
any  other  woman  to  pennanently  oocnpy  the  Presbyterian  pulpit. 
Dr.  Wilson  rejoiced  to  see  so  many  women  crowding  in  the  lecture- 
room  ;  but  Brother  See  should  not  take  all  the  glory  to  himself. 
He  was  glad  to  see  the  wemen  take  so  deep  an  interest  in  the  subject 
under  discussion ;  but  as  he  looked  at  them  he  asked  himself,  "  What 
will  all  the  little  children  do,  while  these  women  are  away  from 
home  i "  * 

The  Chhetiauity  of  to-day  thus  continues  to  teach  the  existence 


*  While  in  the  mid&t  of  correcUng  proof,  March  22d,  Uie  New  York  press  comes  wltb  an 
arUclu  showing  how  geoeraUy  womea  are  rousing  to  their  rights.   It  is  headed  : 

**  WOMBV  AT  TUB  CHUBaH  PoLl/—  What  Uanu  of  Reviving  an  (M  Statute  in  Ibrtehe^.— 
The  tmstoes  of  tho  Preabyterian  Church  in  Portchester,  although  elected  on  the  34tli  of 
Febmarjr  last,  did  not  oi]^i2e  onlU  about  tea  dajrs  ago.  The  reason  for  this  delay  lies 
fa  fbe  dsfni  made  by  wme  of  ttw  oongwgatton  tbftt  fhe  dectton  wes  Inegider,  owing  to 
women  having  been  allowed  to  vote.  Some  of  the  trustees  who  held  over  were  at  first 
tnelioed  to  rcetgii,  end  the  matter  has  been  much  discossed.  Wbea  opposition  was  made 
to  women  TOttng;  H.  T.  SmlUi  prodneed  ttie  itetnte  of  U18,  which  ae7«  fhet  any  member 
of  the  church  at  fuU  age  shaU  have  a  right  to  vote  for  trofitees.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
Qct  prohlbfflnp  women  from  voting.  There  arc,  I  believe,  statutes  forblddfntr  women  to 
vote  in  the  Datcb  Reformed  and  Episcopal  Churches  ;  but  this  is  a  regular  Fresbyterian 
Church.  It  aeems  to  me  that  the  women  heve  wofked  bud  for  tble  duiieb,  end  thek  Ibei 
ought  to  have  a  vote  at  the  elecUon  of  trustem  and  other  oflScers.  A  Sun  reporter 
called  upon  the  ladies  for  their  venion  of  the  troables.  Miss  Pink,  who  is  a  school 
teeeher,  seld :  *  We  women  do  f(»ii4flhe  of  the  wofk,  end  eontrlbnte  more  then  one-helf 
the  money  to  support  the  church.  Two  years  ago  we  were  allowc  J  to  vote  for  a  mfnlstcr, 
and  we  don't  see  whj  we  shouldn't  vote  tor  trustees  and  at  other  elecUons.'  Miss  Camp 
gem  ilndler  leeeons  far  yoUag.  Ibe.  Montgomery  Lyon  seld :  *  U  the  old  tiiMlieia  dtdn*! 
know  that  we  bad  a  right  to  vote,  it  isn't  our  fault.  We  women  do  ell  the  woifci  end 
whj  ehooldn't  we  vote  t  *  Women  will  Tote  for  FMildett^  soon.** 
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of  a  8iij>€rior  and  an  inferior  8ex  within  the  Church,  poi^sessiTicr  dif. 
ferent  rights,  and  lield  acc^ninrable  to  a  different  code  of  morals, 
wlieii  even  woman's  dress  is  lield  as  typical  of  her  inferiority.  Kot 
alone  did  Dr.  Craven  express  this  idea,  Imt  the  Right  Rev.  Dr. 
Coxe refused  the  sacrament  to  the  lady  patients  at  the  Cliiton  Springs 
Sanitarimn  in  1$C8,  whose  heads  were  uncovered.  This  saine  Eight 
Ber.  Dr.  Ooze^  in  a  apeeeh  at  bia  fniitollatioii  aa  fitat  Fkioaid^t  of 
Ingbam  Seminaiy  for  young  ladia^dedarod  ''the  lawa  of  God  to  be 
plamly  Satio," 

Rer.  Knoz-Iit^  a  SB^-Cbviob  dieigyman  of  England,  spent  a 
few  weeks  in  the  United  States  daring  the  fiill  of  1880.   In  the 

course  of  his  stay  in  Phih^dclphia  he  preached  a"  Sermon  to  Women," 
in  the  laige  church  of  St.  Clements.  The  following  extraet  from  the 
report  in  the  Tiuiea  of  that  city  shows  its  teachings : 

"God  made  himself  to  be  born  of  a  woman  to  sanctify  the  virtue  of  endur- 
ance; loviug  sulnnission  ia  an  attril)utf  of  woman;  men  are  logical,  but  women 
lacking  this  quality,  have  an  intricacy  of  Uiougbt.  There  are  those  who  think 
women  can  be  taagbt  logic;  this  Is  a  mistake.  They  can  never  by  any  power 
ef  eduoatioa  atrive  at  the  aame  mental  etatna  at  that  enjoyed  hy  men,  but  tb^ 
have  a  qaickn«is  of  apprehension,  which  ia  oanally  called  leaping  at  oonehi- 
eions,  that  is  astonishing.  Tlicre,  then,  we  have  distinctive  traits  of  a  woman, 
namely,  endurance,  loving  submission,  and  quickness  of  iipprchenHion.  Wifehood 
ia  the  crowning  glory  of  a  woman.  In  it  she  is  bound  for  all  time.  To  her 
husband  the  owes  the  dn^  of  nnqnalifled  obedience.  There  ia  no  crime  which  a 
man  can  commit  which  jnatifies  his  wifb  in  leaving  him  or  applying  ibr  that 
monstrous  thing,  divorro.  Tt  is  her  dnty  to  <*ubjpct  her  u  lf  tn  him  alwny".  nnd 
no  crime  that  he  can  commit  can  justify  her  lack  of  obedience.  If  he  be  a  bad 
or  wicked  man  she  may  gently  remonstrate  with  him,  but  refuse  him  never. 
Let  divofoe  be  anathema;  cum  it;  cane  this  aoconed  thing,  divorce;  cone 
it,  cnrae  it  I  Tfainlc  of  the  bleaeedneaa  of  having  ehildxen.  I  am  the  ikther  of 
many  children  and  there  have  been  those  who  have  ventured  to  pity  me, '  Keep 
your  pity  for  yoiir?e1f'  I  have  replied.  'They  never  cosit  me  a  sinpfU*  pang.'  In 
this  matter  let  woman  exorcise  that  endurance  and  loving  submission  which  with 
intricacy  of  thought  are  thdr  only  characterietica.** 

Such  a  sermon  as  the  above,  preached  to  woman,  under  the  full 
blaze  of  nineteenth  century  civiHzation,  needs  few  comments.  In  it 
woman's  inferiority  and  nubordination  are  aa  opeuiy  a8,>*ertod  as  at 
any  time  during  the  dark  ages.  Accordinc/  to  Rev.  Kiiox-Little, 
woman  posseates  no  r^ponsibility ;  she  is  deprived  of  couscieuce, 
intelligent  thou;^ht,  self-respect,  nnd  is  simply  an  appendage  to  man, 
a  thing.  As  the  clergy  in  the  iniLldle  ages  divided  rights  into  those 
of  persons  and  things,  themselves  being  the  persons,  the  laity,  things, 
SO  the  Bev.  SnozJittle  and  bis  ilk  of  to-day  divide  the  world  into 
penoDS  and  thingB,*-m0n  being  the  penooa  and  women  tbe  thiqgs* 
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It  should  require  but  little  thought  upon  woman's  part  to  Bee  bow 
doeel}'  her  disabilities  arc  interwoven  with  present  religious  belief  as 
to  her  inferiority  and  pre-destined  subordination.  If  she  needs  aid  to 
tliougbt,  the  Knox-Littles  will  help  her.  Have  protests  against  his 
biasphemons  doctrine  been  made  by  his  brother  clergymen  ?  Not 
one.  Has  a  single  church  denied  his  degrading  theory  ?  Not  one. 
He  has  been  allowed  in  this  sermon  to  stand  as  the  representative, 
not  only  of  Iligh-Church  theology  in  regard  to  woman,  but  as 
expressing  the  belief  of  all  churches  in  her  creation  and  existence 
as  an  inferior  and  appendage  to  man. 

There  is  scarcely  a  Protestant  sect  that  has  not,  within  a  few  years, 
in  some  way,  placed  itself  upon  record  in  regard  to  woman's  subor- 
dination. The  Pan-Presbyterian  Council  that  assembled  in  Edin- 
burgh a  few  years  since,  refused  to  admit  a  woman  even  as  a  listener 
to  its  proceedings,  althougli  women  constitute  at  least  two-thirds 
of  tlio  membership  of  that  Church.  A  solitary  woman  who  per- 
sisted in  remaining  to  listen  to  the  discus^iions  of  this  body,  was  re- 
moved by  force ;  "  six  stalwart  Presbyterians*'  lending  their  ungen- 
tie  aid  to  ber  cjeetion.  The  same  Pan-PiegbyterSan  body  when 
in  Bosnon  in  Philadelphia  in  the  anmmar  of  1880,  laughed  to  acorn 
the  suggestion  of  a  libeial  member,  that  the  status  of  woman  in  the 
Ohnreh  ahonld  receive  aome  ooDsidentioii.  The  speaker  referred  to 
the  SisterB  of  Qharity  in  the  Oatfaolic  Ohordi,  and  to  the  position  of 
woman  among  the  Qoakers;  hut  althon^  the  qnealion  waa  twice  in- 
trodoced,  it  waa  aa  often  met  with  deriaiTe  laughter,  and  no  action 
was  taken  npon  it  A  vote  of  the  Kew  England  Sodetj  of  Frienda 
at  their  meeting  in  Newport,  1878,  provea  that  as  liberal  as  thej 
have  been  considered  toward  woman,  even  they  have  not  in  the  paat 
held  her  as  upon  a  plane  of  perfect  equality.  This  body  voted  that 
hereafter  "  women  shall  be  eligible  to  ofSoe  in  the  management  of 
the  Society,  shall  sign  all  conveyances  of  real  estate  made  by  the 
Society,  and  shall  be  considered  equal  to  the  opposite  sex." 

The  OongK^tional  Church  is  placed  upon  record  through  lawa 
governing  certain  of  its  bodies : 

"  By  the  word  '  church '  ia  maut  the  adult  males  duly  admitted  and  reldned 

in  t!ie  First  Kvfinrrelical  Congregational  Clmrch  in  CambridgepO!rfc,piresettt»tsny 
regular  meeting  of  said  chnroh  aod  voting  by  a  majority."  * 


*  The  above  is  article  xW.  of  the  by-laws  of  the  eoclely  connectod  with  the  aforesaid 
dtnrdi.  Tbm  flMiool0tyQiiderta1mtodfetatetoljieehiii«h  wboahiU  liavetT^ 

the  selection  of  a  pastor.  It  Is  a  mattor  of  pjiitltude  that  the  snc  lt  f  y,  If  it  forbids  females 
to  vote  in  the  church,  yet  allows  them  to  prsy  and  to  help  the  society  raisa  money.— /lulf 
pendent,  M  F.,  JW.  24, 188L 
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In  the  Unitarian  and  Univerealist  churches,  which  ordain  women 
to  preach  and  adminiBter  the  ordinances,  th^  women  pastors  are 
nia<le  to  feel  that  the  innovation  is  not  universally  aceeptiible. 

The  Methodi^it  Church,  professing  to  stand  upon  a  broad  ba^iB, 
still  refuses  to  ordain  its  most  influential  women  preachers,  and, 
within  the  year,  has  even  deprived  them  of  Hcense,  though  one  of 
them*  has  brought  more  converts  to  the  Church  than  a  dozen 
of  its  most  intiuential  bishops  during  the  same  period.  To  such 
bitter  lengths  has  the  opposition  to  woman's  ordination  been  carried, 
that  a  certain  reverend  gentlemen,  in  debating  the  subject,  declared 
that  he  would  oppose  the  admission  of  the  mother  of  our  Lord  into 
tbe  minbtry,  the  debftte  taking  on  %  inoet  nnaeemly  form.  The 
SyracfUM  Sunday  Jfommg  Oovriet  of  Kardli  4, 1877,  reported  this 
debate  as  follows: 

WkMKN  a>  ikkachers. 

The  snbjept  of  perraittinj?  women  to  preach  in  Mothodi.Ht  pulpit**  was 
incideDtally,  but  rather  racily  discussed  at  the  Methodist  ministerti'  meet- 
log  in  New  Toric  eiij  a  few  days  alnee.  A  lUss  Ollyar— «  mora  or  Ism 
reverend  lady— had  been  invited  to  preaoh  to  the  ministers  at  tMLt  next 
meeting,  and  the  que.stion  was  raised,  by  what  authority  she  was  invited! 
Thereupon  Brother  Buckley  took  the  floor  and  gave  ezproofiiontohisdi^ 
sent  in  tho  following  terms: 

I  am  opposed  to  inviting  any  woman  to  preach  before  this  meeting.  If 
the  motiier  of  oor  Lord  were  <m  aarth  I  should  oppose  lier  pfssehing 
here.  [Sensation  and  murmurs  of  disapproval].  Oh,  1  do  not  mind  ibaX^ 
I  like  at  the  beginning  of  a  speech  to  flud  that  there  are  two  sides  to  my 
question.  There  is  no  power  in  the  Methodist  Church  by  whicli  a  woiuau 
can  be  licensed  to  preach;  this  is  history,  this  ia  the  report  made  at 
the  last  General  ConfSrsnoe.  It  is»  therefbrs,  not  legal  for  any  quarterly 
eonforenee  to  Ueense  a  wcnmui  to  pceaeh,  nevertiistess  here  is  a  woman  who 
claims  to  have  such  a  license,  and  we  ars  asked  to  harite  her  to  preaeh. 

A  Brother:  We  have  the  right  ! 

Brother  Buckl,kT:  Oh,  you  have  tho  right  to  believe  the  moon  is 
made  of  green  cheese,  but  yet  have  no  right  to  commit  the  ministers  of 
this  dty  on  an  unsettled  Ohoroh  question.  [Langhter  and  applause].  The 
tendeney  of  men— now  hers  is  a  ohanes  to  hiss— tiis  tendenej  of  men  to 

endeavor  to  force  female  preachers  on  the  Churcli,  nnd  thf  <1»  sire  to  ran 
after  female  preachers,  i?.  as  Dr.  Finney  said  to  the  students  at  Oberlin, 
au  aberration  of  amativeness.  [Roars  of  laughter  and  applause].  When 
men  are  moved  by  women,  then  by  men  under  the  same  circumstances,  it 
is  fiertainly  due  to  an  abeimtion  of  amativeness.  [Appianse  and  mors 


•  Bboksh  Dows.— Mrs.  Yea  Gott,  the  woman  eTsagdltt,  hms  retired  fnm  tlM  tSM, 

probablT  forever  Her  nervous  eyft*^!!  i*  hrt'kcn  down.  During  the  f()urle«n  years  of 
her  miniBtry  i»he  hu  iravcled  li3,41i  miles,  bM  preached  4,aM  sermoos,  be«lde«  oondact 
tag  9,888  other  leUgloae  meetiiigt,  and  wiltinf  t^OB  lettan.— Jk. 
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laughter].  For  tK>me  timo  the  male  and  female  students  at  Oberlin  used 
to  bave  their  pray eismeetings  together,  bat  afler  a  ttme  they  divided,  and 
the  yoang  men  eomplalned  to  Dr.  Finney  that  the  Holy  0hoit  no  longer 
came  with  equal  force.   Dr.  Finney  said  this  showed  amativeneae,  orthat 

th<'  men  were  bnck-sliding.  [Applause]. 

HuoTHER  Dickinson:  Aa  to  the  talk  of  amativoncss,  wliat  about  our 
huliuess  meetings  and  seaside  meetings,  where  we  go  to  hear  woman,  and 
to  be  moved  by  her  words  and  her  p«nona]ity  ?  [Applause].  Why  are 
there  so  mspy  women  tn  the  Ohardh  t  It  most  be  amatlveness  which 
nrges  them  to  go  and  hear  men  preaoh.  [Laughter]. 

Dr.  RoAcn:  If  this  meeting  has  any  dignity,  has  any  Christian  Intelli- 
gence, hag  any  weight  of  character,  it  ought  not  to  take  this  action. 
[Laugliter].  \Vhat  wildness,  what  fanaticism,  what  strange  freaks  will 
we  not  take  on  next  t  [Laofl^ter  and  applause]. 

Brother  McAllister  and  others  took  part  in  the  disenseton,  and  flnalfy, 
amid  cries  of  ''Motion,"  "  Question,"  points  of  order,  and  the  utmost  con- 
fusion, the  question  was  put,  and  tlie  meeting  refused  to  invite  Miss  Oliver 
to  preach  by  a  vote  of  46  to  38.  The  result  was  received  with  ejacula- 
tions of  "  Amen  "  and  Thank  Ood  "  and  God  bless  Brother  Buckley.** 
The  diair  announced  that  Brother  Kittrell  wUl  preaoh  next  Monday  on 
*'  Entire  Satisfiustion,"  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Miss  Oliver  appealed  to  the  Creneral  Coiifereuce  of  the  Metlio- 
dist  Episcopal  Church  in  se.ssion  in  Cincinnati,  May,  I860,  for  full 
installment  an<l  ordination.    In  this  appeal  she  said  : 

I  am  so  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  Lord  has  laid  commands  upon 
me  in  this  direotioUf  that  it  becomes  with  me  a  question  of  my  own 
soul's  salvation.  I  have  passed  throngh  tortures  to  whieh  the  flames 
of  martyrdom  woold  be  nothing,  for  they  would  end  in  a  day;  and 
through  all  this  time,  and  to-day,  I  could  turn  off  to  x)06itions  of  com- 
parative ease  and  profit.  I  a^k  you,  fathers  and  brethren,  tell  me  what 
you  would  do  in  my  place  ?  Tell  me  what  you  would  wish  the  Chun  h 
to  do  toward  you,  were  you  in  my  place  ?  Please  apply  the  golden  rulei 
and  vote  in  Conferenee  aeoordingly. 

As  answer  to  this  appeal,  and  in  reply  to  all  women  seekini^r  the 
ministry  of  that  Church,  the  Conference  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  womon  have  already  all  the  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
Methodist  Church  that  are  good  for  them,  and  that  it  is  not  expedient  to 
make  any  ohange  in  the  books  of  disdpline  that  would  open  the  doors  for ' 
their  ordination  to  Iflie  ministry.* 

An  Episcopal  Church  CoDventioa  meeting  in  Boston  in  the  sum- 

*  Bat  tbU  Conference,  which  oovld  not  recognize  woiBMi's  eqnaltty  of  rights  In  the 

Church,  atljonrncd  In  a  body  to  Chicago,  before  Its  boiitnc&H  was  completed,  by  Its  pres- 
ence there  to  Inflocnce  the  Republican  Nominating  Convention  In  favor  of  QeuenU  Grant'* 
Bsm  tor  Uw  FresldoM^. 

AO 
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mer  of  1877,  busied  itself  in  preparing  canons  upon  marriage  and 
divorce,  thus  aiming  to  reach  the  finger  of  the  Protestant  Church 
down  to  a  control  of  tliis  most  private  family  relation.  The  Diocet-an 
Convention  of  Sooth  Carolina,  in  the  spring  of  1878,  denied  women 
the  right  to  Tote  upon  Ohoroih  nutten^  aUhongh  Bome  churcheg  in 
the  diooefie  ooanted  bnt  five  male  memben. 

Not  alone  in  her  request  for  ordination  has  woman  met  wi^ 
opposition,  bat  in  her  effort  for  any  separate  church  work.  The 
formation  of  woman's  foreign  missionaij  societies  was  bitterly 
opposed  by  the  different  evaiigelioal  denominations,  althoogh  they 
have  raised  more  money  than  the  male  societies  have  ever  been  able 
to  do— even  helping  them  pay  old  debts— and  have  reached  laige 
classes  of  their  own  sex  whom  the  male  societies  were  powerless  to 
touch.  By  thus  supplementing  men's  work,  they  have  made  them, 
selves  acceptable. 

Kot  only  do  councils,  convocations,  conferences,  conventions, 
syntKls,  and  assemblies  proclaim  woman's  inferiority,  but  Sunday- 
schools  teach  the  same  doctrine.  A  letter  from  a  correspondent  of 
The  National  Citizen  and  JSaUo^Mox  (Syracuse,  Y.),  iu  August, 
1880,  said : 

()»r  Sunday -schools  horo  have  juat  finished  tho  lesson  on  the  creation 
and  fall  of  mau,  and  thobe  of  us  who  are  capable  of  feeling,  felt  keenly  the 
thrusts  at  woman  for  her  infldelity  to  Gk>d's  laws,  and  her  overpowerixtg 
influenee  in  dragging  man  from  his  exalted  position  in  Ulb  Into  a  bond- 
age of  sin  and  death,  and  that  she  Isto be  held  responsible  for  all  the  accu- 
mulated sins  of  the  Htjes.  One  man  gaid  that  "had  not  Eve  been  lurk' 
ing  around  where  f<lie  liad  no  business,  the  devil  would  never  have 
tempted  her."  Another  said,  "Had  it  not  been  for  woman,  we  might 
to-day  be  living  in  ease  and  splendor,"  and  I  listened  to  hear  them  say 
the  lUlen  angel  was  a  woman. 

This  same  doctrine  is  taught  in  the  public  schools.  The  Repuh- 
licanf  of  Havre  de  Grace,  Maryland,  in  its  issue  of  August  6, 1880, 
gave  the  following  report  of  a  speech  at  that  time : 

Thus  sp<^  Vaster  Showell  at  the  Berlin  (Wlconuoo  County)  Hi^^ 
School  commencement:  "  By  woman  was  Eden  lost  and  man  cursed.  If 
you  trust  her,  give  up  all  hopes  of  heaven.  She  can  not  love,  beoaoee 
■he  Is  too  selfish.  She  may  have  a  fancy,  bat  tikiit  Is  fleeting.  Her 
amilee  aredeeelt;  hervows  aie  traced  In  sand.  Siie  is  a  thread  of  candor 
with  a  web  of  wiles.  Her  charity  is  hypoerisy;  she  Is  deception  eveiy 
way— hair,  teeth,  complexion,  heart,  tongue^  and  aU.  Oh,  I  hate  yon,  ye 
cold  oompoaition  of  art  I " 

Sermons  are  frequently  pieaelied  in  opposition  to  woman^  demand 
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for  equality  of  right  in  ClmrcL  and  State.  On  the  Sunday  following 
the  Thirtieth  Anuiver>;:iry  Woman  SuiTrage  Convention,  lield  in 
R(K'he8ter,  1878,  the  Rev.  A.  IT.  Strong,  D.D.,  President  of  the 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  of  that  city,  preached  upon  "  Wom- 
aa's  Place  and  Work,"  aayiug : 

In  the  very  creation  of  mttoUnd  in  the  garden  beauty*  God  ordained 
the  snbozdmatlon  of  woman. 

This  president  of  a  theologica]  seminary,  where  Ghristiaii  theol* 
ogy  is  taught  to  embryo  Christian  ministers,  said  that  Woman's  sab- 
■ordinatioii  wonld  be  most  perfectly  seen  in  the  Christian  hnmili^ 
■and  gentleness  and  endaranee  of  her  chaisoter,  and  in  her  indis- 
position to  assnme  the  phuse  or  do  the  work  of  man/'  forgetting,  ap- 
patently,  that  sobordination,  humility,  and  endoranoe  aro  predselj 
the  qualities  which  tend  to  destroy  nobleness  of  (^unscter. 

The  sermon  was  especially  directed  against  the  following  resoln- 
tions  of  this  Convention,  which  throughout  the  country  met  much 
elerieal  criticism  and  opposition : 

Resulp^'d,  That  as  the  duty  of  every  individual  is  self-development,  the 
lessons  of  self-sacrifice  aud  obedience  tauf^ht  women  by  the  Christian 
<3bnreh  have  been  fiital,  not  cmly  to  her  own  highest  interests,  bat  through 
tier  have  also  dwarfed  and  degraded  the  raoe. 

Resolvedy  That  the  faudamental  principle  of  the  Protestant  Beforma- 
tion,  the  right  of  Individual  oonscienee  and  judgment  in  the  inteipreta- 
tfon  of  Beriptore,  heretofore  conoeded  to  and  ezeroiaed  1^  man  alone, 
ahonld  now  be  claimed  by  woman,  and  that  in  her  most  vital  Interests 
ahe  should  no  longer  trott  authority,  but  be  guided  by  her  own  reason. 

Satohed,  That  it  is  throng  the  perversion  of  the  religious  element  in 

woman,  cultivating  the  emotions  at  the  expense  of  her  reason,  playing 
upon  her  hopes  and  fears  of  the  future,  holding  this  life,  with  all  its  high 
duties,  forever  in  abeyance  to  that  which  is  to  corae,  that  she,  and  the 
ohildren  she  has  trained,  have  been  so  completely  subjugated  by  priettt- 
«raft  and  superstition. 

Professor  Chiistlieb»  a  distinguished  German  cleigyman  who  was 
in  attendance  upon  the  Evangelical  Alliance  in  Kew  York,  a  few 
years  since,  expressed  severe  condemnation  of  the  marriage  relation 
as  he  saw  it  in  this  country.  His  criticism  is  a  good  exemplification 
of  the  general  religious  view  taken  of  woman's  relation  to  man. 
After  his  return  to  (slermany,  a  young  American  student  called,  it 
is  related,  upon  the  professor  witil  a  note  of  introduction,  and  was 
<M>rdiaUy  received  by  the  German,  who,  while  he  praised  this  coun- 
try, esq^iressed  much  solicitude  about  its  future.  On  heing  asked 
bis  reasons,  ho  frankly  expressed  liis  opinion  that "  the  Spirit  of 
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Christ  "  wjis  not  here,  and  proceeded  to  illustrate  his  meaning.  Tie 
seriously  declared  that  on  more  than  one  occasion  he  ha<i  heard  an 
American  woman  say  to  her  husband,  "  Dear,  will  you  bring  me 
my  shawl  ? "  and  the  husband  had  broupjht  it !  Worse  than  this,  he 
had  seen  a  husband,  returning  lioino  at  evening,  enter  the  parlor 
where  his  wife  was  sitting — perhaps  in  the  very  best  chair  in  the 
room — and  the  wife  not  only  did  not  go  and  get  his  slippers  and 
drcftsing-guwn,  but  she  even  remained  seated,  and  left  him  to  tind  a 
chair  as  he  could.  In  the  view  of  this  noted  German  clergyman, 
the  principles  of  the  wife's  equality  with  the  husband,  as  shown  in 
the  American  home,  is  destructive  of  Christian  principles.* 

Clerical  action  to-day,  proves  woman  to  hold  the  same  place  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Church  that  she  did  during  the  dark  ages.  "Womaa 
i;^  as  fully  degraded,  taking  into  consideration  our  civilization,  as 
she  ever  was.  The  form  alone  has  changed.  She  is  no  longer 
burned  at  the  stake  as  a  witch  ;  she  is  no  longer  prostituted  to  feudal 
lords.  The  age  has  outgrown  a  belief  in  the  su])ernatnral,  and 
feudalism  is  dead  ;  yet  the  same  principle  which  degraded  her  five 
hundred  or  a  thousand  years  since,  still  exists,  even  though  its  mani- 
festation is  not  the  sjime.  The  feminine  principle  is  still  lookc^l 
upon  as  secondary  and  inferior,!  though  all  the  facts  of  nature  and 
science  prove  it  to  extend  throughout  creation. 

It  is  through  the  Church  ideii  of  woman  that  the  press  of  the 
World  is  filled  with  scandals  like  the  one  that  recently  agitated  the 
Romish  Church,  in  which  the  dead  Cardinal  Antonelli's  name  w;is 
bandied  about  in  courts  of  law.  It  is  through  Church  interpreta- 
tion of  woman's  position  that  the  suit  of  his  putative  daiigliter,  the 
Countess  Lambertina,  for  his  pro]>crty,  was  decide<1  against  her  on 
the  ground  that  she  was  "  a  sacrilegious  child.''  The  person  who 
commits  sacrilege  steals  sacred  things.  Sacrilegious  "  means  vio- 
lating sacred  things.  *'  A  sacrilegious  child  "  is  a  child  who  *'  violated 
sacred  things  "  by  coming  into  existence.  Her  father  was  lioly  ;  he 
did  not  violate  holy  things  when  he  violated  and  ruined  a  woman's 
life.  He  committed  no  sacril^e  in  the  eyes  of  the  Church.  His  sin 
was  nothing;  but  the  unfoitiuiate  resolt  of  his  sin  was  a  violation 

*  A  professor  A  tb^logy  said  a  wMle  agOt  liow  sorry  he  should  be  to  hare  tiu  Isv 
Kcogi^  that  one-half  of  the  Ineome  of  the  fomUy  belonged  to  hit  wtfe,  •MtwooU 
MtahUah  snch  » inliie-aiid*tiUM  niatlon.*'  It  eTldeotly  seemed  to  Um,  somehow,  more 

harmoniotiff,  lps<!  of  the  earth,  earthy,  that  be  could  say,  "  AU  rafne,  my  love,"  and  thit 
•be  could  eweetly  respond,  "All  Uiine,  dearest."— <iKate  iVo/ii^ioNMt,  Du  Moiiut,  Ja., 
Jian.  28,  1881. 

t  The  great  botanist,  LituMBQS,  WW  peneentad  when  lie  flnt  pteaentad  hia  eemal  Qt- 
lam  to  TCKetation  to  the  wotld. 
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of  holy  things  by  the  mere  lust  cf  her  oomlng  into  existence.  What 
ironj  of  all  that  ig  called  holj  I 

It  is  becaose  the  Chnrdi  has  tanght  that  woman  was  created 
soldy  for  man,  that  in  tearing  asunder  a  recent  will  in  New  Yox)c, 
it  was  proven  that  the  hoshandi  indebted  thong^  he  was  to  his  wife 
for  the  banning  of  his  vast  fortone,  incanserated  her  while  sane  in 
a  lanatic  asylum,  because  she  objected  to  bis  pnustieal  polygamy  by 
his  introduction  of  a  mistress  into  the  family. 

Fditical  despotism  has  now  its  strongest  hold  in  the  theory  of 
woman's  created  subordination.  Woman  has  been  legislated  for  as 
a  class,  and  not  as  a  human  being  upon  a  basis  of  equality  witii  man, 
but  as  an  inferior  to  whom  a  different  code  was  applicable. 

Our  recent  Secretary  of  State,  William  M.  Evarts,  when  counsel 
in  the  Beeclier-Tilton  trial,  defined  woman's  legal  and  theological 
position  as  that  of  subordination  to  man,  declaring  that  notwith- 
standing changing  customs  and  the  amenities  of  modem  life,  women 
were  not  free,  but  were  held  in  the  hollow  of  man's  hand,  to  be 
crushed  at  his  will. 

Then  Mr.  Enuts  Mad  from  varioas  legal  authorities  instances  and 
opinions  bearing  upon  the  subjugation  of  weak  wives  by  Htrong  hus- 
bands, the  gi8t  of  theu  being  that  coufesHious  of  guilt  obtained  by  such 
husbauds  from  such  wives  are  not  entitled  to  great  welglit.    Ue  uoutiuued : 

BBOOGHIZDrO  THE  PBUIOIPUS  OF  HABSIAOB. 

This  institution  of  marriage,  framed  in  our  nature,  built  up  in  our  civi> 
ilization,  studied,  contemplated,  understoori  by  the  jurisprudonce  of  ages, 
is  a  solid  and  real  institution,  and  for  its  great  beuetits,  and  as  a  neoes- 
■uy  part  of  them,  it  carries  not  only  the  fact  of  the  wife  s  subordiuatioa 
to  the  husband,  bat  of  the  mezeiftd  interpretatioii  of  tiiat  sobordhiatlon* 
which  sensible,  Instraoted  men  over  accord  in  praotioal  life,  and  which 
the  judges  pronounce  from  the  bench,  and  the  juries  confirm  by  their 
verdicts.  Now,  gentlemen,  you  may  thitik  that  is  our  advanced  civiliza- 
tion, when  so  much  uf  independence  is  assumed  for  women,  and  such  entire 
equality  la  aeeorded  to  them  in  feeling  and  in  senttmemt  by  their  Iraso 
bands  and  by  the  world,  that  the  old  rule  of  the  oommon  law  interpret- 
ing this  institution  of  marriage,  by  which  a  wife  was  never  held  responsible 
to  the  law,  or  subject  to  punishment  for  any  crime  committed  in  the  pres- 
ence or  under  the  influence  of  her  husband,  was  one  of  those  traits  of 
hamas  natnre  belonging  to  mder  ages  and  to  past  times;  but,  gentle- 
men, in  onr  own  Gourt  of  Appeala,  and  in  the  highest  tribonals  <tf  Ba- 


*  The  legal  BQbordin«tk»  of  eiM  mat.  to  toother  U  wrong  In  itaeU^  and  now  ooo  of  the 

chief  hindrances  to  haman  Improvement :  it  ought  to  bo  replaced  by  a  principle  of  perfect 
eqaoilty,  admltUog  no  powers  or  privilege*  uu  tiie  ooe  side  or  UiaAbility  oa  the  otber.~ 
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gland,  within  the  lait  few  jean,  then  Sa  aa  fl^Uolt  reeognition  of  tlws* 

principles. 

Mr.  Rvarts  cited  an  Englisti  case  in  which  a  wife,  who  participated  in 
a  robbery  under  tlie  guidance  of  her  husband,  wa»  acquitted  on  the  Krouud 
tbat  flhe  was  irrespoBsible;  aad  ha  added  an  axgament  that  the  prinoipla 
of  law  involved  was  correct.  Then  he  called  attention  to  a  recent  caee  hi 
this  States  which  he  held  was  a  oonflrmation  of  the  same  soond  theory. 

The  teach infj^s  of  the  Church  that  it  was  sinful  for  woman  to  use 
her  own  rtuiBon,  to  think  for  herself,  to  question  authority,  thus 
fettering  her  will,  together  with  a  false  interpret^itiou  of  Scripture^ 
have  been  the  instruments  to  hold  her,  body  and  soul,  in  a  slavery 
whose  depths  of  degradation  can  never  be  fstiiomed,  whose  !nde> 
aoribable  tortoras  ean  never  be  understood  by  nian. 

Not  only  has  woman  snfiered  in  tbe  Ghnreh,  in  soeiety,  ander.th^ 
kwsy  and  in  the  fsmily  by  this  theolcgieal  degradation  of  ber  iez» 
but  in  science  and  literature  she  has  met  a  like  fate.  Hypatisy  who 
snooeeded  her  fstfaer,  Theon,  in  the  government  of  the  Alexandrian 
school,  and  whose  lectures  were  attended  by  the  wisest  men  of  Eu- 
rope, A.^^ia,  and  Africa,  was  torn  in  pieces  by  a  Christian  mob  afrsid 
of  her  learning. 

A  monument  erected  to  Catherine  Sawbridge  Macaulay,  as  "Pa- 
troness of  Liberty,"  was  removed  from  the  Church  by  order  of  its 
rector.  Harriet  Martineau  met  the  mosst  strenuous  opposition  from 
bishops  in  her  effort  to  teaeh  the  poor  ;  her  day-gehools  and  even  lier 
Sunday-schools  were  broken  up  by  clerical  influence.  Madam  Pepe- 
Caqientier,  founder  of  tlie  French  system  of  primary  instrnetion,  of 
whom  I  Voel^el  caught  his  kindergarten  idea,  found  her  laboi^  inter- 
rupted, and  her  life  harassed  bv  clerical  opposition. 

Marv  Somerville,  the  most  eminent  P^iiijlisii  mathematician  of  this 
century,  was  publicly  denounced  in  church  by  Dean  Cockburn» 
of  York;  and  when  Qeorge  Eliot  died  a  few  weeks  since,  her 
lifeless  remains  were  refused  interment  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
where  so  many  inferior  authors  of  the  privileged  sex  lie  bnried ;  the 
grave  even  not  coveiing  man's  efforts  toward  the  degradation  of 
woman. 

When  Susannah  Wesley  dared  to  conduct  religious  services  in  her 
own  house,  and  to  pray  for  the  king,  contrary  to  her  husband's 
wishes,  he  separated  from  her  in  consequence.  The  husband  of 
Annie  Besant  left  her  because  she  dared  to  investigate  the  Scriptures 
for  herself,  and  was  sustained  by  the  courts  in  taking  frooi  her  the 
control  (if  her  little  daughter,  simply  because  the  mother  thought 
best  not  to  train  her  in  a  special  religious  belief,  but  to  allow  her  to 
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wait  until  her  reason  developed,  that  she  might  decide  her  reh'gious 
views  for  herself.  A  woman  writing  in  the  "  Woman's  Kingdom'* 
department  of  The  Chicago  InUr^Ooeimy  6&y& : 

The  orthodox  Chnroh  liM  been  almost  suicidal  in  ita  treatment  of 
women  (and  I  write  as  one  whose  name  still  stands  on  the  membership 
list  of  the  Presbyterian  Church).  Persons  who  have  not  walked  with 
wounded,  lacerated  hearts  through  the  terrible  realities,  can  form  no  idea 
of  the  suffering  occasioned  young  women  whose  conscience  summoned 
themto^eaklbrtemperaiioe  and  womao  Mittntge,  by  the  pefaeeatlone 
eneoontered  In  the  Chmeh.  We  have  known  elefgymen  eome  etralght 
firom tbe palpit where  they  have  talked  eloquently  of  "moral  ooQiage,*' 
of  the  heroism  of  Martin  Luther  and  Calvin  and  Wesley,  and  even  of 
Garrison  and  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe,  to  meet  with  a  sneer  some  brave 
young  woman,  who,  with  the  same  moral  courage  was  proclaiming  the 
truth  as  revealed  unto  her.  Our  young  women  have  been  denied  admit- 
tanee  into  theological  edioolfl;  they  have  been  eompelled  to  go  oat  Into 
the  by-ways  and  hedgei;  tbey  have  been  peraeeoted  for  fi^teoaaness* 
mOu,  The  Ghwoh  hae  deeroed  that  two-thirds  of  its  members  shall  be 
governed  by  the  masculine  one  tliird;  bntde^ite  thifl  decision,  woman 
win  preaoh  and  the  world  will  listen. 

Kot  only  has  woman  recognized  lier  own  degradation,  but  the 
largest-hearted  men  have  alt^o  seen  it.  Thomas  W.  Higginson,  in  an 
adilre.^j^  at  the  anniversary  of  tlie  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  in 
Kew  York  City,  as  long  ago  as  1858,  iaan  address  upon  women  in 
ChristiAD  civilization,  said : 

No  nmn  enn  ever  speak  of  the  position  of  woman  so  mournfully  as  she 
has  done  it  for  herself.  Charlotte  Bronte,  Caroline  Norton,  and  indeed 
the  majority  of  intellectual  women,  frfini  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  their 
lives,  have  touched  us  to  sadness  even  in  mirth,  and  the  mournful  mo- 
moire  of  Mrs.  Siddone,  looking  back  upon  years  when  she  had  been  the 
ehief  Inteileetaal  Joy  of  En^h  society,  oonld  only  dednoe  tbe  hope, 
'*  that  there  might  be  some  other  world  hereafter,  whsra  Joetlee  would  be 
done  to  woman." 

The  essayist,  E.  P.  Whipple,  in  a  recent  speech  before  the  Papyrus 
Club  of  Boston,  said  of  George  £Uot : 

The  great  mnsculine  creators  and  delineators  of  human  chaiaeter. 
Homer,  Cervantes,  Shakespjoare,  Goethe,  Scott,  and  the  rest,  cheer  and 
invigorate  us  even  in  the  vivid  representation  of  our  common  humanity 
in  its  meanest,  most  stupid,  most  criminal  forms.  Now  comes  a  woman 
endowed  not  only  with  thslr  large  ^seooree  of  reason,  their  tolerant 
views  of  life,  and  their  intimate  knowledge  of  the  most  obscore  reeessee 
of  the  human  heart  and  bmln,  bat  with  a  portion  of  that  rich,  imaginar> 
tive  humor  which  softens  the  savageness  of  the  serious  side  of  life  by  a 
quick  perception  of  its  ludicrous  side,  and  the  result  of  her  survey  of  life 
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ISf  that  6he  depretise«  the  mind,  while  the  men  of  genius  animate  it,  and 
tM  she  aaddens  the  heart,  while  they  flU  it  with  hopefiilness  and  joy. 
I  do  sot  intend  to  a  problem  so  e<»aplieated  as  tfaia,  bnt  I  wonld 
nay,  as  some  approach  to  an  explanation,  that  this  remarkable  woman 

was  born  under  the  wrath  and  curse  of  what  our  moden  philoeophMI 
call  ''heredity."  Sh(>  inliorited  the  results  of  man's  deaiinge  withwonum 
darkig  a  thousand  generations  of  their  life  together. 

Contempt  for  woman»the  result  of  derioal  teat^lag,  is  shown 
in  myriad  ibmiB.  Wife-beating  is  stiU  bo  oommon,  even  in 
America,  that  a  namber  of  the  States  ha^e  of  late  introdnoed 
bills  especially  diTected  to  the  panishment  of  the  vife-heater.  Great 
surprise  is  fieqnentlj  shown  by  these  men  when  arrested.  ^Is 
she  not  mjwifet"  is  cried  in  tones  proving  the  bnital  husband 
had  been  trained  to  consider  this  rektiondup  a  sufficient  justifica- 
tion for  any  abuse. 

In  Enghmd,  wivee  are  still  occasionally  led  to  the  market  by  a 
halter  around  the  neck  to  be  sold  by  the  husband  to  the  higfaest 
bidder.*  Geoige  Borrow,  in  his  singular  narrative,  ^  The  Bommany 
Bye,"  says: 

The  sale  of  a  wift  with  a  halter  around  her  neck  is  still  a  legal  transactiao 
la  Bngla&d.  The  sale  mutt  be  made  in  the  cattle  market^  as  If  she  were  • 
mare^  '*all  women  bring  coniidered  as  mam  by  old  English  law,  and  Indeed 
called  '  mane  *  in  oertala  conntiss  whero  genuine  old  EogUah  b  stiU  pteseroL** 

It  is  the  boai^t  of  America  and  Europe  that  woman  holds  a  liigher 
position  in  the  world  of  work  under  Christianity  than  under  pagan- 
dom. Heathen  treatment  of  woman  in  this  respect  often  points  the 
moral  and  adorns  the  tale  of  returned  missionaries,  who  are  appar- 
ently forgetful  that  servile  labor+  of  tlie  t^everest  and  most  decprad- 
ing  character  is  performed  hy  Christian  women  in  highly  Christi  m 
countries.  In  Germany,  where  the  Reformation  had  it5  first  incep- 
tion, woman  carries  a  hod  of  mortar  up  steep  ladders  to  the  top  of 
the  highest  buildings;  or,  with  a  coal  basket  strapped  to  her  back, 
climbs  three  or  four  flights  i  ft"  stairs,  her  husband  remaining  at  the 
foot,  pipe  in  month,  awaiting  her  return  to  load  the  hod  or  basket, 
that  she  may  make  another  ascent,  the  payment  for  her  work  going 

*  The  WorcttUr  ChronicU  of  recent  date  gives  an  account  of  a  wife  sale  In  Englaad. 
ThomM  MiddleloB  ddlvwed aphis  wife liuylL  to FblUpBottbii^ndcM 

ehflHng  and  a  quart  of  ale,  and  parted  from  her  Bolely  and  absolutely  for  life,  "  not  to 
trouble  one  another  for  Ufe."  Philip  Rostios  made  hia  mark  aaawitnaat.  Aaeooud 
wttnew  waa  S.  H.  Shore,  Crown  Inn,  Trim  street. 

f  In  tiie  iMwee  mado  by  the  SaUnes  with  the  Robimm,  aftar  0m  fofdble  ebdnetloii  of 
the  Sabine  maidens,  one  of  the  provlsioiu  wu  that  no  labor,  except  ■pimtBig',  ihoald  be 
required  of  theae  Boman  wlvee. 
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into  the  husband's  hands  for  his  oncoDtrollod  use.  Or  mayhap  this 
Qerman  wife  works  in  the  field  harneeeed  by  the  side  of  a  cow,  while 
her  husband-master  holds  the  plough  and  wields  the  whip.  Or. 
perhaps,  harnessed  with  a  dog,  she  serves  the  mornlDg's  milk,  oi 
drags  her  hnsbaiid  home  from  work  at  night. 

Li  France  women  act  as  porters,  carrying  the  hoariest  burdene 
and  performing  tiie  most  repulsive  labors  at  the  dockd,  while  eating 
food  of  80  poor  a  quality  that  the  lassening  stature  of  the  papulation 
daily  shows  the  result.  In  Holland  and  Prussia  women  drag  barges 
on  the  canal,  and  pertbrm  the  niost  repulsive  agricultural  duties. 
On  the  Alps*  husbands  borrow  and  lend  their  wives,  one  neighbor 
not  scmpUng  to  aak  the  loan  of  anotiher^a  wife  to  complete  tM>me 
fiuTDing  task,  wluoh  loan  is  leadfly  granted,  with  the  onderBtaiiding 
that  the  favor  is  to  be  returned  in  kind.  In  England,  scantily 
clothed  women  work  by  the  dde  of  nude  men  in  coal  pits,  and,  har- 
nessed to  tracks,  perfbrm  the  sotcto  labor  of  dragging  oosl  np  indined 
planes  to  the  month  of  the  pit,  a  work  testing  every  mnsde  and 
straining  every  nerve,  and  so  sevete  that  the  stoniest  men  shrink 
from  it ;  while  their  degradation  in  brick-yards  and  iron  mines  has 
commanded  the  attention  of  pliilanthropists  and  le^lators.f 

A  gentleman  recently  travelling  in  Ireland  blnshes  for  his  sex 
when  he  sees  the  employments  of  women,  yonng  and  old.  They  are 
patient  drudges,  staggering  over  the  bogs  with  heavy  creels  of  turf 
on  their  backs,  or  climbing  the  slopes  from  the  seashore,  laden  like 
beasts  of  burden  with  the  heavy  sand-dripping  seaweed,  or  under- 
takitig  long  journeys  on  foot  into  the  market  towns,  bearing  weighty 
hampers  of  farm  produce.  In  Montenegro,  women  form  the  beasts 
of  burden  in  war,  and  are  counted  among  the  "  animals  "  l>elonging  to 
the  prince.  In  Italy,  that  land  which  for  centuries  led  the  world 
in  art,  women  work  in  .squalor  and  degradation  under  the  shadow  of 
St.  Peter's  and  the  Vatican  for  four-pence  a  day ;  while  in  America, 
nnder  the  Christianity  of  the  nineteenth  centory,  until  within 
twenty  years,  she  worked  on  rice  and  cotton  plantations  waist-deep 
in  water,  or  nnder  a  burning  sun  performed  the  tasks  demanded 
by  a  emd  master,  at  whose  hands  she  also  snflered  the  same  kind 


*  Thb  Faik  Ssz  nr  tu  Alm.— The  farmers  tn  the  Upper  Alps,  though  by  no  means 
wt vilthy,  live  like  lords  in  their  hOdBMi,  While  the  heavlflflt  portion  of  agrlcoltand  Ubora 
dovolvPF  on  the  wffo.  It  is  no  uncommon  thine  tr>  see  n  woman  yoked  to  the  plough 
with  an  a&s,  while  her  husband  guides  it,  An  Alpine  farmer  acconiitalt  an  act  of  polite* 
ness  to  lend  bis  wUe  to  ft  ndgbbor  who  bM  too  much  w<^  and  tb«  neighbor  In  retam 
lends  bis  wife  for  a  ftm  digr**  tabor  whtnorar  reqnetted. 

t  Locd  fihoftMbwj  bclngtngfho  lulijooi  bofoio  Flultaiiiailk 
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of  moral  degradation  exacted  of  tiie  aof  mder  ^r"*'^'i  iiii  In  mm 
portums  of  Christendom  the  ^  eervioe ^  of  jOQiig girls  to-daj  jafiliM 
llMir  tacrifice  to  the  Moloch  of  man's  unrestrained  pHBOOt. 

AogoidDe,  in  iiia  work,  '^The  Citjof  God/'  tsmte  Boine  wi& 

hftving  oraaed  her  own  downfall.  He  npeiki  of  her  slaves,  muer- 
able  men,  pot  to  labors  00I7  fit  for  the  beasts  of  tbe  field,  degraded 
below  tbem ;  dieir  eondition  had  brought  Borne  to  its  own  dertrne- 
tion.  If  nich  wrongs  contributed  to  tbe  overthrow  of  Bome,  what 
can  we  not  predict  of  the  Cfaristiao  civilization  which,  in  the  twentieth 
centnrv  of  its  existence,  deCTades  its  Qiristian  women  to  labc«s  fit 
only  for  the  bf-a-t?  of  tbe  field :  hamesaing  them  with  dogs  to  do  the 
most  menial  labors;  which  draji=  them  below  even  this,  holding 
their  womanhfxxl  up  to  ^ale.  [»uttlng  both  Church  an^i  State  sanction 
nprjn  their  moral  death ;  which,  in  6ome  places,  as  in  the  city  of 
Berlin,  «/»  Cir  reco^izee  the  sale  of  women's  bodies  for  the  vilest 
pur|>ose*j  Hfl  part  of  the  Chrif<tian  religion,  that  liceooe  for  this  life  i* 
refased  until  they  have  partaken  of  the  Sacrament;  and  which 
demand?^  of  the  "  10,000  licen^t'l  women  of  the  town  "  of  the  city 
of  Hamburg,  certificates  showing  that  thej  regalarly  attend  cliorcb 
and  aU  "  {)artake  of  the  gacrament  ? 

A  civilization  which  even  there  has  not  reached  its  lowest  depths, 
bnt  which  ha^^  created  in  EnLrland,  as  a  result  ot'  it*  liighest  Chris- 
tian civilization,  a  class  of  women  under  the  protection  of  the  State, 
known  as  '•Queen's  women,"  or  "  Government  women."  with  direct 
pnrix>se  of  ajore  fully  protecting  niaii  ifi  Iiis  departure  from  the 
moral  law,  and  which  makes  woman  the  hopeless  slave  of  man's 
lowest  nature ;  a  system  not  confined  to  England,  but  already  in 
practioe  in  Franoe,  in  Italy,  in  Switzerland,  in  Germany,  and  nearly 
OToy  oonntiy  in  £arope.  A  gyitem  of  morality  whieh  deolam 
*^  the  nMOirity  "  of  wonum'f  degndatioii,  and  wldeb  annoaUy  sendA 
it!  teof  of  ihooMndB  down  to  a  death  from  whidi  society  grants  no 
fosnFfeetioiL 

•A  8TORT  OF  TiiEi,ASD  IN  1880.— Recently,  a  yonn>f  girl  named  Catherine  Cafferby, 
of  Boltnollet,  in  CkioDtj  Mayo — the  pick  of  her  father's  family — fled  from  tbe  ''domc^tie 
MTTise  **  of  alandloffd  sbsolato  m  Loid  LeUrim,  tiM  moaMat  tht  poor  cnotavo  dit- 
covered  what  that  "  service "  castomarily  Involved.  The  great  man  had  the  audacity  to 
iDVokH  tbe  Uw  to  compel  her  to  returo,  as  she  bad  not  given  eututable  notice  of  her 
ilfTAt.  She  doaf  to  tho  dooriKMtof  ber  fiitbor*f  eaun ;  obe  told  iload  lh«  otoiyor  her 
terror,  and  called  on  Ood  and  man  to  save  her.  Her  tcar^,  her  shrickii,  her  piteooa 
pleading  were  all  in  vain.  The  Petty  Sessions  Bench  ordered  bor  back  to  tbe  landlord's 
**aervice,"  or  elM  to  pay  £5,  or  two  weeks  in  Jail.  This  is  not  a  story  of  Baigarts 
ttadar  Murad  IT.,  Initof  Ireluid  in  the  reign  of  tlM  present  sovere^n.  That  pcM«nt 
jfirl  went  to  Jail  to  save  her  chastity.  If  she  did  not  ^pptid  a  fortuljrht  in  the  cel!f»,  it 
was  only  because  friends  of  oatnged  virtue,  iostice,  and  humanity  paid  the  flnc  when  tbe 
ftury  reached  tbo  outer  world. 
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In  a  letter  to  the  National  Woman's  Suffrage  Convention,  hold  at 
St.  Louis,  May,  1879,  upon  this  condition  of  Licensed  Vice,  from 
Josephine  £.  Bailer,  Hon.  Seoretary  ol  the  Fedentioii  and  the 
Ladies'  Kationid  Aaaoeiatioii  fi>r  the  Pioteeticfn  of  Women ;  a  society 
whieh  hie  ite  bnuMshee  over  Eniope»  and  haa  finr  yean  been  aotively 
at  work  againat  thia  laat  moat  hideooa  fonn  of  alaveiy  for  women, 
Mrs.  Bailer  sajs : 

JEiDgland  holds  a  peculiar  position  in  regard  to  tbQ  question.  She  was 
the  laat  to  adopt  this  system  of  slavery,  and  she  adopted  it  In  that 
thoimi^  maiinar  whtoh  ehaiMteiises  the  aotions  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 

race.  In  no  other  country  has  prostltntion  been  vegnlated  hjlaw.  It 

has  been  understood  by  the  Latin  races,  even  when  morally  enervated, 
that  the  law  could  not  without  risk  of  losing  its  majesty  and  force  sanc- 
tion illegality  and  violate  justice.  In  England  alone  the  regulationa 
are  law. 

Thie  legalisation  of  Tloe,  wtiioh  is  the  endorsement  of  the  "  neeesitfty  * 
of  imparity  for  man  and  the  institution  of  the  slayery  of  woman,  is  the 
most  open  denial  which  modem  times  have  seen  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bacrecint'S!^  of  the  individual  Imman  being.  An  English  high-class  jour- 
nal dared  to  demand  that  women  who  are  unohaate  shall  henceforth  be 
dealt  with  "  not  aa  homan  beings,  but  as  fool  sewers,**  or  some  mch 
"  material  nnisanoe  **  without  souls,  without  rights,  and  witiumt  respon- 
sibility. When  the  leaders  of  public  opinion  in  a  ooontey  have  arriTed 
at  such  a  point  of  combined  skepticism  and  despotism  as  to  recommend 
such  a  manner  of  dealing  with  human  beings,  there  is  no  crime  which 
that  country  may  uut  presently  legalize,  there  is  no  organization  of  mur- 
•  der,  no  oonepiracy  of  abominable  things  that  it  may  nd,  and  in  dne 
time  will  not — have  been  found  to  erabmoe  in  its  gnflty  methods.  Were 
it  possible  to  secure  the  absolute  physical  health  of  a  whole  province  or 
an  entire  continent  by  the  destruction  of  one,  only  one  poor  and  sinful 
woman,  woe  to  that  nation  whicli  should  dare,  by  that  single  act  of  de- 
struction, to  purchase  this  advantage  to  the  maiiyl  It  will  do  it  at  its 
periL  God  will  take  aeeonnt  of  the  deed  not  in  eternity  only,  bat  In 
time,  it  may  be  in  the  next  or  even  in  Hhm  present  generatioti. 

The  fact  of  goveriuiieiitt'  lending  their  official  aid  to  the  demorali- 
zution  of  woman  by  the  registration  system,  shows  an  utter  debaso- 
meut  of  law.  This  syst«^m  is  directly  oi>pose(l  to  the  fundamental 
principle  of  ri^'ht,  that  uf  iiolding  the  accused  innocent  until  proven 
guilty,  which  until  now  has  been  recognized  a*  a  j)art  of  niodeni  law. 
Under  the  registration  or  license  system,  all  women  within  the  radius 
of  its  action  are  ander  saspidou ;  all  women  are  held  as  morally 
guilty  until  they  prove  themselves  innocent.  Where  this  law  is  in 
force,  all  women  are  nnder  an  irreaponsible  police  sarveillance,  liable 
to  acenaation,  airest,  examination,  imprisonment,  and  the  entrance 
of  thcdr  names  npon  the  list  of  the  lewd  women  of  a  town.  Upon 
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this  frightful  inf ractioD  of  ja8tice»  we  have  the  Bentiments  of  Shel- 
don Amos,  Profewor  of  Jnriflpradenoe  in  the  Law  College  of  Lon- 
don Unirenlty.  In  The  Science  of  Law,"  he  8ajB»  in  reference  to 
this  very  wrong : 

The'lOM  of  libartf  to  the  extent  to  whioh  it  ezifits,  implies  a  degrada- 
tion of  the  State,  and,  if  persisted  in,  ean  only  lead  to  its  dissolution. 

No  person  or  class  of  persons  umst  be  under  the  eriagiug  fear  of  haring 
impnt«'(l  to  tlipiu  offences  of  which  thov  are  innocent,  and  of  beinpr  taken 
into  custody  in  consequence  of  such  imputation.  They  must  not  be 
liable  to  be  detained  in  custody  without  ho  much  as  prima  facie  case 
being  made  ont,  sneh  as  in  the  opinion  of  a  reflponslhle  jadldaloaew 
leaves  a  ptesamption  of  gnill  Th9!j  most  not  be  liable  to  be  detained 
for  an  indefinite  time  without  having  the  qneetion  of  their  guilt  or  laniH 
cence  investigated  by  the  best  attainable  methods.  When  the  fact  comes 
to  be  inquired  Into,  the  best  attainable  methods  of  eliciting  the  truth 
must  be  used.  In  default  of  any  one  of  these  securities,  public  liberty 
most  be  said  to  be  proportionately  at  a  very-  low  ebb. 

Great  effort  has  been  made  to  introduce  this  system  into  the 
United  States,  and  a  National  Board  of  Health,  created  by  Congress 
in  1879,  is  carefully  watched  in  its  action,  leet  its  irresponsible  pow- 
ers lead  to  its  encroachment  upon  the  liberties  and  personal  rights 
of  woman.  A  resolution  adopted  March  2,  1881,  at  a  uieetiug  of 
tlie  New  York  Coimnittee  ;ij)pointe<l  to  thwart  tlie  effort  to  license 
vice  in  this  country,  c«hows  the  need  of  its  watcliful  care. 

Jit'mhprl,  That  this  coramittct'  has  It  arncd  with  much  regri  t  and  apprehen- 
rion  of  thu  uctiun  uf  tlic  American  Public  iiealtb  Association,  at  its  late  auoual 
meetlDg  in  New  Orlcane,  tn  adopting  a  seoaational  fepoit  oommeadiag  Euro* 
peen  goveramental  regnlatios  of  proetitntiett,  and  looking  to  tbe  introductioa 
in  tbii  country,  with  modifications,  through  the  medium  of  State  IcgiDlative 
eneetmentA  and  municipal  ordinances,  of  a  kiinc'red  immoral  system  of  State- 
regnlated  social  vice. 

From  all  these  startling  facts  in  Church  and  State  we  see  that  our 
government  and  religion  are  alike  essentially  masonline  in  their 
origin  and  development.  All  the  evils  that  have  resulted  from 
dignifying  one  sex  and  d^rading  the  other  may  be  traced  to  this 
central  error :  a  belief  in  a  trinity  of  masculine  Gods  in  One,  from 
which  the  feminine  element  is  wholly  eliminated.*  And  jret  in  the 

•  The  son  of  the  late  William  EUery  Cbanniog,  In  a  recent  letter  to  a  friend  on  thU 
potot,  My*:  **Rc]1k1oi»  like  the  Jewfdi  end  ChriitUn,  which  make  Qod  cxcloiiiTelj 
maie,  consi^  woman  lofcically  to  Uie  subordinate  position  which  is  di^tin!tely  a^sl^ed  to 
her  in  MahometSDlam.  Uiatoiy  has  Icept  thia  tnulition.  Tbe  subJcctioD  of  wommo  bu 
esliied  u  an  taTwtable  eleowni  tn  CbritUm  elvfllflrtloa.  It  ooirid  not  be  ottienriae.  If 

God  and  Christ  w.  rc  !)oth  represented  us  male  (and  the  Holy  Ghost,  too,  in  the  pletures 
of  tbe  old  masters),  it  <>tood  to  reaiiun  and  appealed  to  fanaticism  ttiat  the  male  form 
was  tbe  Godlike.  Hence,  logically,  Intellect  and  physical  force  were  exalted  abore  tht 
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Scriptural  account  of  the  eimultancons  creation  of  man  and  woman, 
the  text  plainly  recognizes  the  feminine  as  well  as  the  masculine 
element  in  the  Godliead,  and  declares  the  equality  of  the  sexes  in 
goodness,  wisdom,  and  power.    Genesis  i.  26,  27 :  "  And  God  sa^ : 

let  08  make  man  in  ottr  own  image,  after  our  m/m  likeness  

So  God  ci  eated  man  in  His  own  image ;  in  the  image  of  God  created 
He  him  ;  mal^  andifemaU  created  He  thkm.  ....  And  gave  them 
dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air, 
and  over  every  living  thing  that  moveth  upon  the  earth." 

While  woman's  subordination  is  taught  as  a  Scriptural  doctrine, 
the  most  devout  and  learned  biblical  scholars  of  the  present  day 
admit  that  the  Bible  has  suffered  manj  interpolations  in  the  course 
of  the  centuries.  Some  of  theee  have  donbtlesB  ooemred  through 
^efforts  to  render  eertaJii  paesBgeB  dearer,  i^ifle  odm  have  been 
forged  with  direet  intention  to  deceive.  Dimeli  aays  that  the  enrlj 
English  editioDB  eontain  6,000  errors,  whieh  were  constantlj  intro- 
dooed,  and  passages  interpolated  for  aeetarian  purposes,  or  to  sostain 
new  creeds.  Sometimes^  indeed,  they  were  added  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  all  Scriptnral  anthority  by  the  snpprsssion  of  texts. 
The  Church  Unim  says  of  the  prssent  translation,  that  there  are 
more  than  7,000  vaiiations  from  the  reoeiTed  Hebrew  text,  and  more 
than  160,000  from  the  leceiTed  Qreek  text 

These  7,000  variations  in  the  Old  Testament  and  150,000  in  the 
I^ew  Testament,  are  veiy  signifleant  fiots.  The  oldest  mann- 
soripts  of  the  Kew  Testament  are  the  Alexandrine  Codex,  known 
since  the  commencement  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  believed 
to  date  hack  to  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  the  Sinaitic,  and  the 
Vatican  Oodices,  each  believed  to  have  been  executed  about  the 
middle  of  the  fourth  century.  The  Sinaitic  Codex  was  discovered 
by  Professor  Tiachendoii,  a  German  scholar,  at  a  monastery  upon 
Mt.  Sinai,  in  fragments,  and  at  different  periods  from  1848  to  1869, 
a  period  of  eleven  years  elapsing  from  his  discovery  of  the  first  frag- 
ment until  he  secured  the  last  one.  The  Vatican  Codex  has  been  in 
the  Vaticjin  library  since  its  foundation,  but  has  been  inaccessible  to 
scholars  until  very  recently.  It  is  not  known  from  whence  it  came 
or  by  whom  executed,  but  ia  deemed  the  oldest  and  most  authentic 

tntniUoD  of  GaiDsden(y  and  attractive  chann.  The  male  religton  shaped  j{OTeninieut  aad 
•odely  allar  Ha  own  form.  Theodow  Prtwr  habttaally  adawwa  Ood  aaonrTiathef 
and  Mother.  What  wc  call  God  U  the  Inflalte  ideal  of  hamanlty.  The  preposterous, 
ridiculous  absurditj  of  auppoeiog  Ood  ao  defined  to  b«  of  the  male  aex,  aod  tu  call  God 
*  him,*  does  not  neaA  awdrS  to  make  It  apparent.  This  Ided  yMxSk  w  lU  iwrannee, 
and  forwbldi  weycani,  ii«ce3«uri1y  enfolda  iu  On«  the  attributes  wUeli,Mptnittd  in  ou 
Imman  im«^  «zpfeM  fhemMlTW  to  Manhood  and  Womaaliood." 
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copy  of  the  Bible  extant.  Ab  these  uldeut  codices  only  date  to  the 
middle  of  the  fourth  century,  we  have  no  record  uf  the  Xew  Testa- 
ment, in  its  present  form,  for  the  first  three  hundred  aud  iifty  years 
of  this  era. 

A  oommiseioii  of  eminent  soholim  has  been  engaged  for  the  past 
eleven  jean  upon  a  rerStton  of  the  Bible.  The  New  Teatament  por- 
tion iB  now  aboot  ready  foot  the  public,  bat  ao  great  and  ao  many  are 
ita  diveraitiea  from  the  old  Tenion,  that  it  is  prophesied  the  orthodox 
«harch  wiU  be  torn  by  diapatea  between  adherents  of  the  old  and 
^  the  new,  while  those  anziooa  for  the  tmth,  tonoh  where  it  may,  will 
be  honestly  in  donbt  if  either  one  is  to  be  implieitly  trnsted. 
Tarions  comments  and  inqniiies  in  regard  to  this  revision  have 
already  appeared  in  the  press.*  The  oldest  oodioea  do  not  contain 
many  texts  we  have  learned  to  look  open  aa  eapecdaUy  holy.  For- 
tions  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  are  not  in  these  old  manuscripts, 
a  proof  of  their  interpolation  to  serve  the  parpoee  of  some  one  at 
a  later  date.  In  the  game  way  additions  have  been,  made  to  the 
Lord's  Prayer.  Neither  of  these  mantiscripts  contain  the  story  of 
the  woman  taken  in  adultery,  as  narrated  Joho  viii.  1-11,  so  often 
quoted  as  proof  of  the  div^ine  mercy  of  Jcbur.  A  letter  upon  this  so 
lonnj  accepted  stoiy,  from  the  eminent  scholar,  Howard  Crosby, 
D.D.,  LL.D.,  a  member  of  the  revisory  commission,  will  be  read 
with  interest : 

Mbs.  H.  J.  OAes: 

Drar  MADA.MK:— Tlu?  passage  in  John  viii  Ml.  Is  not  in  the  Alexan- 
drian, nor  is  it  in  the  Sitinitic,  Vatican,  aji<l  Epbraim  Codices.  It  is  found 
in  twelve  uncials  (Uioogh  marked  douhffnl  in  five  of  these)  and  in  over 
flOO  oursives.  ItourB  very  truly, 

HOWABD  CteOSBT. 

116  East  19th,  N.  T.,  Marth  14,  '9L. 

The  world  still  asks,  What  is  Truth?  A  work  has  recently  been 
published  entitled,  "  The  Christian  Religion  to  a.d.  200.»  It  St  tiie 
truit  ut'  be^eral  years'  study  of  a  period  upon  which  the  Ghnreh  haa 


•  Bomepenon,  ovwtiieslgiwiiinot  <*ABIbto  RmOw,**  willliif  la  the  Am  of  Mireh 

16,  Bays  :  '*IlVOuld  bo  elnccrely  iflad  to  know  what  gaaruntee  wo  have  that  er»'  lontf  we 
sha'l  not  havft  another  revision  of  Scripture  t  It  to  not  to  long  af{o  aince  the  diaoovcry 
of  TiacUcuitorX  uf  au  Impurtant  tuanuacrlpt  of  the  Neir  TBttunent,  which  gare  •  onnbcr 
of  n«v  wrthisi  There  maj  tw  In  eztotence  other  and  older  manaacrlpta  of  fhe  Blhle 
than  any  we  now  have,  from  which  may  be  omitted  the  narnUivcif  of  the  Crucifixion  Md 
the  ResurrecUoD.  Should  we  thea  have  to  givo  these  up  ?  If  the  reviaurb  act  oOMlst- 
«ntly  they  wooM  mMaSf  bats  to  do  to. 

"It  appears  that  already  the  Cuhinlgt?  and  the  Trinitarians  have  hccn  deprived  by  the 
revisera  of  the  texts  they  relied  upon  to  aphoUl  their  peculUr  doctrines.  It  remains  to 
he  seen  how  the  Uolveraaltota,  BaptUU,  and  oUmt  Chrirtteii  MOU  iriUfin.** 
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but  little  record.  It  finds  no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  New 
Testament  in  its  present  form  dunng  that  time;  neither  does  it 
find  evidence  that  the  Go.-;pel6  in  tlieir  present  form  date  from  the 
lives  of  their  professed  authors.  All  l>iblical  scliolai-s  acknowledge 
that  the  world  possesses  no  record  or  tradition  of  the  original  manu- 
scripts of  the  IS'ew  Testament,  and  that  to  attempt  to  reestablish  the 
old  text  is  hopeless.  No  reference  by  writers  to  any  part  of  the 
New  Testament  {is  authoritative  is  found  earlier  than  the  third 
century  (a.d.  202).  The  first  collection,  or  canon,  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament was  prepared  by  the  Synod  or  Council  of  Laodicea  in  the 
fourth  century  (a.d.  360).  It  entirely  omitted  the  Book  of  Revela- 
tion from  ibe  list  of  sacred  works.  This  book  has  met  a  similar 
iiite  fh>m  many  Bources,  not  bong  printad  in  the  Syriac  Testament 
as  late  as  166S. 

Amid  this  Tast  dieciepancy  io  regard  to  the  tmth  of  tho  Seript- 
ores  tfaemselreB;  wiA  no  Hebrew  mannsoript  older  tban  tbe 
twelfth  century ;  with  no  Greek  one  older  than  the  fonrth ;  with 
the  acknowledgment  by  scholars  of  7»000  errors  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment) and  1(M>,000  in  the  New ;  with  assurance  that  these  inter- 
polations and  changes  have  been  made  hy  men  in  the  interest  of 
creeds,  we  may  well  believe  that  the  portions  of  the  Bible  qaoted 
against  woman's  equality  are  but  interpolations  of  an  nnscmpnlons 
priesthood,  for  the  puipose  of  holding  her  in  sntjeetion  to  man. 

Amid  this  conflict  of  authority  over  texts  of  Scripture  we  have 
been  taught  to  believe  divinely  inspired,  destroying  our  &ith  in 
doctrines  heretofwe  deelared  essential  to  salvation,  how  can  we  be 
enre  that  the  forthcoming  version  of  the  Bible  from  the  masculine 
revisers  of  our  day  will  be  more  trustworthy  than  those  which  have 
been  accepted  as  of  Divine  origin  in  the  past  9 

TbiB  chapter  Is  condenied  from  the  writer's  forthcoming  work,  "  WoM^,  i^vay&QU^ 
UKO  Statb.'* 
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CHAPTER  I. 

PRKCKDING  CAU8BS. 

MABOiBn  FvuM  potsoMed  more  inflaenoe  up'JD  tbe  thought  of  Ainericu,  than  any 
-wonan  prarlons  to  her  time.  Men  of  diverae  IntereiU  and  Imbttt  of  th<inght«  aUlcA  ntofl' 

nlzed  ber  power  and  aokuowledge«l  the  quickening  inflaenco  of  her  m!ud  aj>on  their  own. 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  8aid  of  her :  "  The  day  was  never  lontf  enough  to  exhaust  her 
opulent  memory;  and  I,  who  knew  her  intimately  for  ten  yeara,  never  saw  her  without- 
rarpriM  «!  her  dw  pvmn.*' 

William  H.  Channlng,  In  her  "  Mfmnlra,"  says  :  "  1 1  ave  no  hope  of  mnveylne  to  my 
readera  my  aeoae  of  the  beauty  of  our  relation,  as  it  lies  In  the  paat,  with  brightoess  fall- 
fair  on  It  from  UtrgttVt  Ham  eplrlt  It  would  be  Ifke  prfntlag  »  di*pter  of  avtobiog^ 
raphy,  to  describv'  what  Is  so  grateful  Iti  tncmory— Us  Influence  upon  oneself." 

Rev.  Jamea  Freeman  Clarke  saya :  "  Socrates  without  his  scholars,  would  be  more  com- 
plete than  Margaret  without  her  fHends.  The  insight  which  Margaret  displayed  Id  flndp 
ing  her  friends ;  tbe  magnetism  by  which  she  drew  them  toward  herself ;  the  cathoUe 
range  of  litr  Intimacies  ;  the  Inflnenee  which  she  exert^^d  to  develop  the  latent  genn  of 
every  churucter ;  the  constancy  with  which  she  clung  to  each  when  ahe  had  onc«  given 
and  neelfad  conlldenee ;  the  dcUeate  Jnatloe  whieh  InpC  etwy  Intiiiiaqr  aepante,  aad 
the  process  of  transfl^^nratlon  which  took  place  when  she  met  any  one  on  thle  mountain 
of  friendship,  giving  a  daszliug  lustre  to  tbe  details  of  common  life— all  these  should  be 
at  lent  toadied  upon  aad  fUmttated,  to  give  any  adequate  vtew  of  theea  ntatkNUL** 
Horace  Greeley,  in  his  "  Recollections  of  a  Busy  Life,"  said :  **  When  I  lint  laada  her 
acquaintance  she  was  nipntally  the  best  Instructed  woman  In  America." 

When  Transcendentalism  rose  In  Now  England,  drawing  the  brightest  minda  of  the 
eoontiy  talo  Ito  fldfh,  Ifeqcarat  waa  aeeeptad  aa  Ita  hlgh-prlaiteia ;  and  when 
was  established  for  the  expression  of  those  views,  she  was  choi^en  Its  editor,  aided  by 
Ralph  Waldo  Rmerson  and  George  Ripley.   Nothing  could  be  more  significant  of  the 
pUK»  Ifaiyanl  VWIar  h«1d  In  the  natal  Of  lho«glit  tiim  llM  fM!l»  that  In  t^ 
she  waagltenpiaoadeactoyarthn  eminent  jdifloaopher  and  eoilnanl  idiolar,  her  aieo- 

clatcs. 

She  sought  to  unveil  the  mysteries  of  life  and  enfranchise  her  own  sex  from  the 
hondaga  of  the  paat,  aad  while  atlll  OBder  thtoty  planned  a  aeilaa  of  eoanrenatlona  (hi 

BoBtoni  for  women  only,  wherein  she  took  a  leading  part.  The  general  object  of  theee 
conferences,  as  declared  in  ber  programme,  was  to  supply  anawera  to  these  questiona : 
'^Whatanwe  bom  todof**  and "HowihaD wodoltf**  or,M  hMbeea  ata1ad,**Her 

throe  sp'^ctal  aims  in  those  conversations  were,  To  pass  in  review  Uie  departments  of 
thought  and  knowledge,  and  endeavor  to  place  them  in  one  relation  to  one  another  in 
our  minds.  To  systcmsitlae  thought  and  give  a  precision  and  clearness  in  which  our  aex 
are  so  deficient,  chiefly,  I  think,  because  thegr  have  so  few  indnoemeata  to  test  and  classify 
whnt  they  receive.  To  ascertain  what  pursuits  are  best  suited  to  U3,  in  our  time  and 
state  of  society,  and  bow  we  may  make  the  best  use  of  our  means  of  building  up  the  lile 
of  thonght  npon  the  life  of  aetkm.** 

These  conversations  continued  for  sovernl  snccesnlve  winter?,  and  were  in  reality  a 
Vindication  of  wo  man' te  right  to  think.   In  calling  forth  the  opinions  of  her  sex  npon 
Ltfa^  Lltefatnre,  M^Uiuio^y,  Art,  Culture,  and  IMIglon,  Mlsa  Tnllarwaa  the  precnraor 
51  CM) 


802 


Hintory  of  Woumn  Suffrage. 


of  the  Womiin's  Rights  ajrltatlon  of  the  last  tliirty  thr.  y-ars.  Her  work,  "The  Grett 
Lawsuit;  or,  Man  r*  Woman,  Woinan  r$.  '  was  declared  by  TTomco  Greeley  to  be 

the  loftiest  and  moost  coinuiundiug  ustioriluii  uiude  of  the  rlgUt  u(  wouiud  to  be  regarded 
and  Created  as  an  Independent,  fnteUlgent,  ratloiial  being,  ealHIed  to  an  eqoal  virfee  to 
framlnj?  and  mndifyifiLr  tin-  la-vfi  she  is  required  to  obey,  and  In  controlling  and  diaposinjr 
of  the  propertj  she  has  inheriled  or  aided  to  acquire.  la  thia  work  Margaret  said :  "  It 
ia  tlie  fknlt  of  Mabbiaob  and  of  the  preeent  ndaUon  between  the  aexea»  tliai  the  woman 

Mn^  to  the  man,  instead  of  formtDg  a  wholi  with  liim  Woman,  aelf-oentered, 

would  never  be  iit)8orbcd  by  any  relation  ;  it  woulil  only  be  an  experience  to  her,  a#  to 
Man.  it  ib  a  vulvar  error  that  love — a  love — 1«  lo  Woiuan  her  whole  existence  ;  she  Ls 
alio  bom  for  Thith  and  Love  In  tiMir  nntfenal  eneigy.  •  Wotild  ahe  bat  aiaome  her  hi' 
heritaace.  ^farr  would  not  be  the  only  virgin  mother." 

Margaret  Fuller  wa»  the  first  woman  upon  the  staff  of  Th€  Xev  York  Tribmic,  a  posi- 
ttoo  aba  took  in  MA,  when  ahe  waa  bnt  fhlr^foiir.  Mva.  Oreeley  having  made  Mar- 
garet's acquaintance,  attended  her  conversntions  und  uccepted  her  leading  ideas,  planned 
to  hnve  her  become  a  member  of  the  Greeley  family,  and  a  writer  for  The  Tribune  ;  a 
position  was  therefore  offered  her  by  Mr.  Oreeley  upon  his  wife's  judgments  It  required 
but  a  abort  time,  however,  for  the  great  editor  to  feel  her  power,  although  he  faUtd  to 
fully  comprehend  her  greatne^^  It  has  been  declared  not  the  least  of  Ilorui  <■  Gn-'loy's 
services  to  the  nation,  that  he  wa«  willing  to  eatmst  the  literary  criticisms  of  The  Trib- 
sHwtoone  whoeeatandardof  eoltiurewaaaofSMraboTetliator  bto  readeie  or  ble  own. 

MarLriirt;l  Fuller  opened  the  way  fur  many  women,  u  l.  i  upon  the  editorial  stuff  of  the 
great  New  York  dailies,  as  literary  critics  and  as  reporters,  have  helped  impress  woman'a 
thought  upon  the  American  mind. 

Tbeodon  Parker,  who  knew  her  well,  charaeteiiaed  her  aa  a  eritie,  lather  than  a  cnn- 
tororaeer.  But  wliether  we  look  upon  her  as  critic,  creator,  or  jeer,  -he  wiis  thoroughly 
a  woman.  One  of  her  friends  wrote  of  her,  "  She  was  the  largest  woman,  and  not  a 
woman  who  wanted  to  be  a  man.*'  Woman  ereiywhere,  to*dqr,  la  a  eritie.  KnthraOed 
as  she  been  fur  oj^i  -,  by  both  religious  and  political  despotism,  no  sooner  does  she 
rouse  to  thought  than  she  necessarily  )>egius  criticism.  The  hoary  wrongs  of  the  p.-vst 
atlU  fttU  with  heavy  weight  upon  woman— their  cur»e  still  exlata.  Before  bnfldiog  society 
anew,  she  aeeka  to  deatroy  the  errors  and  iDjnatlee  of  tlw  poat,  honca  we  And  women 
crftlca  in  eveiy  department  of  thought 


OHAPTEB  IV. 

mW  TOBK. 

Amaos  FaU$  and  Bochester  CawMntUnu, 

WoxKH  Oct  or  thbib  Latitomi. 

We  are  sorry  to  «ee  that  the  women  In  aeveral  parte  of  tbto  Stale  an  holdtiig  what  they 
eall  "  Woman's  Rltrht^  Conventions,"  and  Ketttni;  forth  a  f ormidalde  Uit  of  thOaoBilSita 
iu  a  parody  upon  the  Declaration  of  American  iudependeoce* 

Tlie  papers  of  the  day  contain  extended  notices  of  tlieae  Conventlona.  Some  of  them 
IMI  In  with  their  obJeeU  and  pndae  the  meettaiffi  highly ;  but  the  m«|oiHy  either  depr*' 

cate  <ir  ridicule  botb. 

1  lie  women  who  attend  these  meetings,  uo  doubt  at  the  expense  uf  their  more  appro- 
priate dntlee,  act  aa  eommitteea,  write  leaohitlona  and  addreaaea,  hohl  mneh  oorreapand- 

cncc,  make  speeches,  etc.,  etc  They  affirm,  as  among  their  rights,  that  of  nnreslricted 
franchise,  and  assert  that  it  is  wrong  to  deprive  them  of  the  privilege  to  become  legislators, 
lawyers,  doctors,  divines,  etc.,  etc ;  and  they  are  h<Adlng  Convintlona  and  maMng  an 
ngltatory  movement,  with  the  object  in  view  of  revolutionizing  public  opinion  and  the 
laws  of  tbe  land,  and  changing  tlieir  relative  position  in  society  in  such  a  way  as  to  di>ide 
with  the  mule  sex  the  labors  and  responsibilities  of  active  life  in  every  branch  uf  art, 
Mlenoe,  tradaa»  and  praleaaloiM. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A^endix — Chapter  IV, 


BOd 


K<»w«  it  MquirM  do  argamrat  to  proTe  that  this  'ts  ill  wranf .  Srery  trve  liMUted 

female  will  Instantly  fn^l  that  thl>  la  unwomatily.  and  that  tn  ho  prartically  carrlOiJ  otit, 
the  males  must  chau^  Uieir  positiuu  in  society  to  the  aame  extent  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion, fai  order  to  enable  them  to  dlaehaige  an  equal  share  of  tbe  domestic  duties  which 
new  appertain  to  females,  and  which  must  be  neglected,  to  a  great  extent.  If  women  are 
iillowcd  to  exerciae  all  the  "  ritrhts  "  that  are  claln?ed  by  these  Conventlon-holdere.  So- 
ciety would  have  to  be  nuiicAJly  rcuiodeiled  iu  order  to  accommodate  Itself  to  so  great  a 
change  In  the  most  Tltal  part  of  the  compeetof  the  sodal  vaiatlons  of  life ;  and  the  order 
of  fhln!,'f<  e-tahlished  at  the  creation  of  mankind,  and  continaed  $ir  thn<isand  years,  would 
be  completely  broken  ap.  Tbe  organic  laws  of  our  conntry^  and  of  each  State,  would 
have  to  be  Uelted  into  new  diapes,  In  ohtar  to  admit  of  the  intradvotton  of  the  vaat 
chan)<:e  that  It  contemplated.  In  a  thotisand  oHiar  ways  that  might  bo  mentioned,  if  we 
had  room  to  make,  and  our  re.iders  had  patience  to  hear  them,  would  this  fiweepinff 
reform  be  attended  by  fundamental  chaogea  in  tbe  public  and  private,  civil  and  reiigioua, 
moral  and  aodal  ralatlons  of  the  aexea,  of  life,  and  of  the  Oovenuneot* 

But  fhl«  eh:ini:e  Is  Impracticable,  tincalled  for,  and  unnecessary.  If  fferUd,  It  would 
set  the  world  by  the  cuins,  make  "confusion  worse  confounded,"  demoralize  and  degrade 
from  their  htgfa  sphere  and  nohto  destiny,  women  of  all  reapeetable  and  nsefM  daases,  and 
j)ro\  e  a  monstrous  Injury  to  all  mankind.  It  would  be  productive  of  no  positive  good, 
that  would  not  be  outweighed  tenfold  by  positive  evil.  It  would  alter  the  relations  of 
females  without  bettering  their  condition.  Besides  all,  and  above  all,  it  presents  no 
remedy  for  the  Mol  oftla  thnt  the  mllllona  of  the  industrious,  hard-working,  and  noch 
aufTerlng  women  of  our  oonntiy  gnwn  under  and  seek  to  redrsas.— JAeilafife*s  (Albany, 
N.  y.:  Advocate. 

lamamaonou  AMom  ma  Womir. 

A  female  ConTnitloo  has  Jnst  been  hdd  at  Seneca  flalla,  N.  f at  which  was  adopted 

a  "  deehir.ition  of  rij^ht**,"  st  ttlng  forth,  among  other  thiii>?*,  that  "  all  men  and  women  are 
created  equal,  and  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights."  The  list 
Of  grievances  Whl<dl  the  Amazfrnt  exhibit,  concludes  by  expressing  a  determlaatlon  to 
Insist  that  woman  shall  have  "  immediate  admission  to  all  the  rights  and  prirlleges  which 
belong  to  them  as  citizens  of  tbe  United  States."  It  is  stated  that  they  design,  in  spite 
of  all  misrepresentatious  and  ridicule,  to  employ  agents,  circulate  tracts,  petition  the 
State  and  National  Leglslatorea,  and  endeaTor  to  enlist  the  pnlptt  and  the  press  to  their 
hehalt  Thia  Is  toUbig  with  n  Tcngeanoe.— TTorwMfw  (Moso.)  3mgw»>. 

Tn  Rbov  or  PnvKxum. 

Tbe  women  In  Tarlons  ports  of  the  State  have  taken  the  Held  in  fhfor  of  a  peMtooot 

empire,  with  a  seal  and  energy  which  show  tliat  their  heart*  are  In  cause,  and  that 
they  are  resolved  no  longer  to  submit  to  the  tyrannical  rule  of  the  heartlm  lords  of 
evestion,**  bnt  have  solemnly  determfaied  to  demand  thehr  **natara]  and  Inalienable 
right'*  to  attend  the  polls,  and  assist  in  electing  our  Presidents,  and  Oovernors,  and 
Members  of  Congress,  and  State  Representatives,  and  Sherltr!»,  and  County  Clerks,  and 
Supervisors,  and  Constables,  etc.,  etc,  and  to  unite  in  the  general  scramble  fur  otHce. 
This  is  right  and  proper.  It  is  but  Jnst  tiiot  thsy  should  participate  tn  Oo  beaatlfUl  and 
feminine  business  of  politics,  :tnd  eiijoy  their  proportion  of  the  "spoils  of  victor}*." 
Mature  never  designed  that  they  should  be  couflned  exclusively  to  tbe  drudgeiy  of  rais- 
ing diUdren,  and  snpertntendlng  the  tdtcfaens,  and  to  the  perfonnanoe  of  the  varlons 
other  household  duties  which  the  cruelty  of  men  and  the  customs  of  society  have  t>o  long 
assigned  to  them.  This  is  emphatically  the  age  of  "  democratic  progression,"  of  eqitalUy 
and  fraUmi»atUm—th^  age  when  all  colors  and  sexes,  tbe  bond  and  free,  black  and 
white,  male  and  female,  are^  aa  they  by  right  onght  to  bo,  all  tending  downward  and 
upward  toward  the  common  level  of  equality. 

Tbe  harmony  of  this  great  movement  in  the  cause  of  freedom  would  not  be  perfect  if 
women  wars  still  to  be  cooflned  to  pettlooets,  and  men  to  breeches.  There  must  be  an 
*' Interchange"  of  these  "  commf  ditfes  "  to  complete  the  system.  Why  should  it  not 
be  so  f  Can  not  women  Ull  an  office,  or  cast  %  vole,  or  conduct  a  campaign,  aa  judi- 
dooily  and  vlgotously  an  ment  And,  on  the  other  hand,  can  not  men    nurse  "  ths 


Digitized  by  Go« 


804  SUstory  of  Woman  Suffrage. 


babies,  or  preside  at  the  wub-tob,  or  boil  a  pot  aa  aafelj  and  aa  well  aa  womoi  ?  If  they 
can  not^  the  «vll  It  in  Uiat  MMInrjr  ofganintloD  off  ooototy  wMck  \m  «aDd0MI  ttcm 

from  the  practice  of  these  pareulte.  It  is  time  these  false  notions  and  practices  were 
changed,  or,  rather,  removed,  and  for  the  political  miUennlam  foreshadowed  by  this  petti- 
coat movemeot  to  be  nshered  fn.  Lat  tbe  women  keep  the  ball  moving:,  eo  brarelj 
•tarted  by  thoae  who  have  become  tired  of  the  restraints  impciscd  upon  them  by  tho 
aatediluvian  DoUons  of  a  Paid  or  tiM  tynuiy  of  mnu—Hodrndtr  (M.  T.)  JDlafly  A^HwTt 
Henry  Montgomery,  Editor. 

"  PBOOKBsa,"  la  the  grand  bobble  which  is  now  blown  np  to  balloon  bnlk  by  the  wiodj 
philosophers  of  tbo  ago.  Hio  women  folka  hmve  Jnet  hdd  •  CoBTeatkm  up  In  New  Tofk 

State,  and  panscd  a  sort  of  "  bill  of  rijfhts,"  afflrminK  il  their  riRbt  to  vote,  to  become 
teachera,  l^islators,  lawyere,  diviues,  and  do  ail  aud  (sundries  t!be  lords  "  may,  and  of 
rtKht  now  do.  Tbey  should  have  resolved  at  tbe  same  time,  that  It  was  obligatory  also 
npoo  the  ''hMda**  aftMvsald,  to  wash  dishes,  soonr  Qp«  be  |iat  to  the  tab,  handle  tlie 
brootn.  dam  stocklnRii,  patch  breeches,  scold  tho  f»ervant«,  drees  In  the  latest  fafhion,  wear 
trinkets,  look  beautiful,  and  be  as  fasdnating  aa  those  bleeaed  morsels  of  homaoity  whom 
Qodfpmtopniemthatroagli  utaMl  meutln  eomettliif  UkeaneaoMtileeMilietion. 
**  Vwgnm  I  **  PWtglMS,  forever  !— ZomwO  (Mass.)  Courier. 

To  ns  they  appear  extremely  dull  and  unlntemttng,  and,  aeldo  ten  tMr  nord^, 

hardly  worth  notice. — BochaUr  Advertiter. 

TUe  has  been  a  remarkable  Convention.  It  waa  composed  of  those  holding  to  aome 
one  of  the  varlooa  taw  of  liie  day,  and  some,  we  shoold  think,  who  embraced  them  alL  Tbe 
only  practical  eroofi  proitoscd— the  adoption  of  mt^ssnrf's  for  tlie  relief  and  amelioration 
of  the  condittoo  uf  iudlgeut,  Induatrlooa,  laboring  females — was  almost  scooted  by  tbe 
leadfam  :  onea  oompoetog  the  meettoflr.  Tbe  great  effort  seemed  to  be  to  bring  ont  some 
new,  Impracticable,  absurd,  and  rIdlrulouR  proimpUion,  and  the  (jp-eater  Its  absurdity  the 
better,  in  abort,  it  waa  a  regular  tmguU  of  a  coagreigatioa  of  females  gatherod  from 
vaitono  qnaiten,  who  leem  to  be  really  In  eamaet  in  tbelr  aim  ai  nvolBtloii,  and  who 
aflnoe  entire  confidence  that  "  the  day  of  their  deUTeraace  la  at  band.**  Yerilj,  this  la 
A  ptognaalTO  era  l—Moehmkr  Denuxrat. 


Our  Philadelphia  ladiea  not  only  possess  beauty,  but  tbey  are  celebrated  for  discretion, 
modcaiy,  aud  aufci^icd  dlfBdence,  as  well  aa  wit,  vivacity,  and  good  natore.  Whoever 
beard  of  a  Philadelphia  lady  setting  op  for  a  reformer,  or  standing  out  for  woman's  rlghis, 
or  assisting  to  mnn  the  election  grounds,  ralne  a  repriment,  comnuiiid  u  l«'trion.  or  addr.>*« 
a  jury?  Our  ladles  glow  with  a  higher  ambition.  They  soar  to  rule  the  hearts  of  tbcir 
worshlpen,  and  aeenm  obedienoo  by  the  eoeptre  of  aflbeUoo.  Tbe  tennre  of  their  power 
ta  a  law  of  natun-,  not  a  law  of  man,  and  hence  they  fear  no  insarrprtlon,  iiid  never  ex- 
perience the  shock  of  a  revolution  in  their  domintona.  Bat  all  women  are  not  aa  reason- 
able aa  onn  of  FbOadelphia.  Tbe  Boaton  ladiea  oontend  Ibr  the  rights  of  woideB.  Tbo 
Kew  York  glda  aaplre  to  mount  the  rostrum,  to  do  all  the  voting,  and,  wc  buppcme,  all  the 

flpbting  too  Our  Philadelphia  elrls  ohject  to  tlghtlnjr  and  holding;  office.  They 

prefer  the  baby-jumper  to  the  study  of  Cuke  and  Lyttlcton,  and  tbu  ball-room  to  the  Palo 
IttobatMo.  Tbey  ob|eei  to  hnvlag  a  Gcoigo  Sand  for  FTMMent  of  th«  United  Btalea; 
nOorinna  for  Governor ;  a  Fanny  Wright  for  Mayor  ;  or  a  Mrs.  Partington  for  Postmas- 
tor.  ....  Women  have  euou^h  Inflnence  over  human  affairs  without  being  polltldana. 
la  not  everything  managed  by  fsnale  Inflvenoef  Mothera,  gnadmottMre,  ancta,  and 
ametbearte  manage  everything.  Men  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  listen  and  obey  to  tho 
"  of  course,  my  dear,  you  will,  and  of  course,  my  dear,  you  won't."  Their  rule  is  abso- 
lute i  their  power  onbonnded.  Under  such  a  system  men  have  no  claim  to  rights,  cspc« 
^unyM^qoalrigbta.** 

A  woman  is  nobody.  A  wife  Is  everything.  A  pntty  ^ri  is  eqnal  to  ten  thousand 
men,  and  a  mother  la,  next  to  God,  all  powerlbL  ....  The  ladies  of  Philadelphia,  there- 
fbre,  voder  the  fnllnenoeof  tbe  moat  aeriooa  *'aober  aacood  tboon^ta,'*  am  reiolvidto 
maintain  their  rights  as  Wives,  B«ille8)  ytagtaM,  and  Xottian^  and  oot  aa  WooMB."— sAib* 
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Rights  Coimnrnow. 

This  l«  the  age  of  revolutions.  To  whatever  part  of  the  world  the  attention  I0  directed, 
the  political  and  social  fabric  lit  cmmbling  to  pieces  ;  and  cbaoj^a  wblch  far  exceed  the 
wlldevt  dreanu  of  the  MithQslastic  Utopians  of  the  last  generation,  are  now  paramd 
with  ardor  and  pcrs'-vontnce.  The  principal  agent,  however,  thnt  has  hitherto  takon  part 
In  these  movemeitt«  has  been  the  rougher  sex.  It  was  by  uan  the  flame  of  libertf ,  now 
bontefr  with  snoh  txuf  oo  tlw  conllneat  of  lozope,  wm  llnl  ktndtod ;  md  though  It  la 
asserted  thut  no  Inconsiderable  assldt  mco  was  contributi'<l  by  the  t^entlcr  sex  U)  tbu  lale 
sanguinary  carnage  at  Paris,  we  are  dispoeed  to  believe  that  such  a  revolUog  imputatioa 
*  proceeds  from  base  calomnlators,  and  Is  a  libel  upon  woman. 

Bj  the  Intelligence,  however,  which  we  have  latelj  received,  the  work  of  revolution  is 
nolonprr  fonflned  to  the  Old  World,  nor  to  the  masculine  gender.  The  flaj;  of  Indcpind- 
ence  has  been  hoisted,  for  the  second  time,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  ;  and  a  solemn 
Icafpie  tad  eoTWunt  liu  Jut  beeii  entond  Into  hj  «  Oonvontioo  of  womon  at  Stmeea 
Falls,  t"  "  throw  off  the  despotism  under  which  they  are  groanhic:,  nm\  new 
guards  for  their  future  security."  Little  did  we  expect  this  new  element  to  be  thrown 
taito  fho  enaldion  of  agitation  wlileh  !■  now  bnbbllnff  anmnd  vs  wlfli  toeh  ftuy.  We 
havo  had  one  Baltimore  ConvontlOD,  one  Philadelphia  Convention,  one  Utka  OonT«ntfon» 
and  we  shall  also  have,  in  a  few  davK,  the  Bnffjilo  Convention.  But  wc  never  dreamed 
that  Lucrelld  Mott  had  convened  u  bfth  Convention,  which,  if  it  be  ratiddd  by  those 
Whom  it  porpoaaa  to  repreaent,  wm  exerdae  an  infloaiioe  that  wm  not  only  rontrol  qnr 
own  Presidential  elections,  but  the  whole  governmental  Bystom  throutrhmtt  the  world, 
....  The  declaration  is  a  most  Interesting  document.  We  publbhed  it  in  ezUnto  tho 
ottiar  day.  The  anraaliig  part  la  the  pMambla,  whare  thej  aaaeii  tiietr  equality,  and  that 
they  have  certain  inalienable  rights,  to  secure  which  governments,  deriving  their  Just 
powers  from  the  oonsent  of  the  governed,  are  instituted  ;  and  thai  after  the  long  train  of 
abases  and  aampatiOM  to  which  they  have  been  subjected,  evincing  a  design  to  reduce 
thorn  mdarahaolala  deapotlam.  It  la  their  right,  H  la  tbair  dn^,  to  throw  off  audi  gov- 
ernment. 

The  declaration  is,  in  some  respects,  defective.  It  complains  of  the  want  of  the  elect- 
ive fraadiiae,  end  that  ladlaa  are  not  reoogolaed  aa  teaeheta  of  ttieotegy,  medldne,  and 

law  These  department-,  however,  do  not  rouiprise  the  whole  of  the  many  ave- 
nues to  wealth,  distinction,  and  honor.  We  do  nut  sec  by  what  principle  of  right  the 
angcUe  enaetiiMe  ahottM  etalm  to  compete  with  the  preacher,  and  refuse  to  enter  the  llsta 
with  the  menaiaait.  A  lawjer*a  brief  would  not,  we  admit,  rally  the  hands  so  much  as 
the  inrry  rr)pefl  of  a  man-of-war ;  and  a  box  of  Brandrt'th's  pills  are  more  s  \f>^! y  nixi  cn«ily 
prepared  lUau  the  sheets  of  a  boiler,  or  the  flukes  of  un  anchor;  but  if  tUcy  must  have 
oompetitloo  In  one  brnaeh,  why  not  In  another  T  There  moat  be  no  monopcrty  or  exel«> 
sivenens.  If  they  will  pnt  on  the  ini'X]>resxiMr'?,  it  will  not  do  tn  st  lcct  thn:<e  employ- 
ments only  which  require  the  least  exertion  and  are  exempt  from  danger.  The  laboriooa 
employments,  however,  are  not  the  only  onea  whidi  the  ladles,  in  right  of  Chair  adnlaalon 
to  nil  rights  and  pilvilegei*,  would  have  to  undertake.  It  might  Inippcn  that  the  citlxen 
would  have  to  doff  the  apron  and  buckle  on  the  sword.  Now,  though  we  have  the  most 
perfect  coufldeoce  in  the  courajire  and  daring  of  Miss  Lucretia  Mott  and  several  others 
of  oitr  lady  aeqvalntancea,  we  oonfeaa  It  would  fo  to  oor  hearta  to  see  them  putting  on 
the  panoply  of  wnr,  nnd  mixing  in  8<«nee  lOu  thoao  at  whlch,  It  to  Bald,  ttie  fair  aex  In 
Farls  lately  took  prumiueut  part. 

It  la  not  the  boalneea,  howom',  of  the  despot  to  decide  upon  the  righta  of  his  rletlma ; 
nor  do  we  undertake  to  define  the  duties  of  women.  Tlicir  standard  !:»  now  unfurled  by 
their  own  hands.  The  Convention  of  Smeca  Falls  has  appealed  to  the  countrj-.  Misa 
Lucretia  Mott  has  propounded  the  princijiles  of  the  party.  Katlflcatlon  meetings  will  no 
donbt  shortly  be  held,  and  if  it  be  the  general  impression  that  thhi  lady  is  a  more  eli;(ible 
candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair  than  McLean  or  Cass,  V:m  Bnren  or  oM  *'  Rough  and 
Ready,"  then  let  the  Salic  laws  be  abolished  forthwith  from  this  great  Republic.  We 
are  mneh  mil  taken  If  Lucretia  would  not  make  a  better  Prteldentthan  aome  of  thdee 
who  have  lately  tenanted  the  White  Bovae.— iMw  Tbri  SEmUt^  Jaaea  Chifdon  Bennett^ 
Proprietor. 
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In  answer  to  all  the  newspnp4?r  objections,  Elizabeth  Catly  Staoton,  in  an  article  pab* 
lisbed  in  the  NtMomi  Rtformer,  Boeheeter,  N.  T.,  Goo.  O.  Cooper,  Editor,  8epL  14,  IMS, 
said  as  follows: 

Then  to  no  danger  of  tbU  qoeetlon  djtog  for  want  of  notloe.  Every  paper  yon  tdM 

np  has  something  to  say  about  It,  jim!  jn"<t  In  proportion  to  the  refinement  and  IntelH- 
gence  of  the  editor,  has  ibis  movfuieut  been  fHvorabljr  noticed.  But  one  mi^bt  suppose 
from  tlie  artlclee  that  yon  And  In  tome  pepera,  that  there  were  edUore  •}  toinonnt  ea  to 
believe  thot  the  chii  f  oltjcct  of  tliPbc  recent  Cunrentlons  was  to  seat  every  lord  at  the  . 
head  of  a  cradle,  and  to  clothe  every  woman  In  her  lord's  attire.  Now,  neither  of  thes« 
points,  however  important  they  be  considered  by  humble  mioda,  were  touched  upon  In 
the  Ooaventlona.  ....  For  Uiuck;  who  do  not  yet  understand  the  real  qb}ecte  of  oar 
recent  Conventionw  at  Rochester  tiiid  Seneca  Falls,  I  would  state  that  wc  did  not  meet  to 
dlscu&s  fashions,  customs,  or  dress,  the  riKhta  or  dutiea  of  man,  nor  the  proprie^  of  the 
Msea  eheagtag  poiltioiM,  hnt  elaiply  onr  own  InaUeoeble  rlf^te,  onr  dvUea,  onr  true 
sphere.  If  Ood  has  asflli^cd  a  sphere  to  man  and  onr  to  woman,  we  claim  the  right  to 
Judge  ourselves  of  His  design  In  refavnce  to  tts,  and  we  accord  to  man  the  same  privi- 
kige.  We  think  a  man  has  qnite  enoogfa  In  tMe  life  to  tnd  out  hta  own  Indivfdaal  eall- 
log,  without  being  taxed  to  decide  where  every  woman  belongs  ;  and  the  faet  that  lO 
many  men  fail  In  the  business  tliey  nndcrtake,  calls  loudly  for  their  concentrating  more 
thought  on  their  own  faculties,  capabilities,  and  sphere  of  action.  We  have  all  seen  a 
man  making  a  Jaekiea  of  htaMetf  te  the  pnlplt,  at  the  bar,  or  In  onr  legWatlve  hafla, 

wh>*i)  he  might  have  shone  as  n  i^riicnil  in  niir  Mexlrun  war,  eajitain  nf  a  cannl  boat,  or 
as  a  tailor  on  his  bench.  Now,  is  it  to  be  wundvred  at  that  woman  has  some  doubts 
abostthe  preaent  ]»oaltlon  aaslgned  berbetov  the  tnwone,  when  ber  every-day  expe> 
ilenoe  ahowa  her  that  man  aukea  such  fatal  mtotakaa  In  regard  to  himself  ? 

There  Is  no  such  thing  as  a  sphen'  for  a  sex.  Every  man  has  a  different  sphere,  and 
one  in  which  he  may  shine,  and  it  is  the  same  with  every  woman  ;  and  the  same  woman 
Bttyhaveadlllbrent  aphere  atdUTerent  thnea.  The  dlattngotohed  Angelina  Oftmlci  waa 
aeknowlodged  by  all  thi-  anti-slavery  host  to  be  in  her  Hphere,  when,  years  ago,  she  went 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  New  England^  telling  the  people  of  her  personal  ex* 
perienoe  oCtfae  borron  and  abomlnstlona  of  the  alavn  ayatem,  and  by  her  eloqaenee  and 
power  as  a  public  speaker,  producing  :in  effect  unsurpassed  by  any  of  the  highly  gifted 
men  of  her  day.  Who  dares  to  say  that  iu  thut*  u»ing  her  splendid  talents  iu  speaking 
for  the  dumb,  pleading  the  cause  of  the  poor  friendless  slave,  that  (<he  was  out  of  her 
aphera  f  Angidinn  OrlmkA  k  now  a  wife  and  the  mother  of  aeveral  eblldreo.  We  hear  of 
her  no  more  in  public.  Her  sphen*  «nd  her  dntfcs  h:n  e  ehancred.  She  deems  It  her  first 
and  her  most  sacred  duty  to  devote  all  her  time  and  talents  to  her  household  and  to  the 
education  of  her  children.  We  do  not  say  that  ehe  la  not  ivow  In  her  aphere.  The  h^^y 
gifted  Quakeress.  I.in  retia  Mott,  married  early  In  life,  and  brought  np  a  large  family  of 
children.  All  who  have  seen  her  at  home  agree  that  she  was  a  pattern  as  a  wife,  mother, 
and  honaekeeper.  No  one  ever  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  that  sphere  more  perfectly  than 
did  ehe.  Her  children  are  nowaettlcd  in  their  own  homcA.  Her  husband  and  herself^ 
bavin!;  a  conifortahle  fortune,  p!i»«<<  much  of  tln  ir  time  in  ir  'inir  ih  iut  :iiid  doing  good. 
Lucietia  Mott  has  now  no  domestic  cares.  She  has  a  tulent  for  public  speaking;  h«T 
mind  la  of  a  high  order;  ber  moral  pereeptfona  remarkably  dear;  her  retlgtona  fervor 
deep  und  Intense  ;  and  who  shall  tell  us  that  thi^  divinely  Inspired  woman  Is  out  of  her 
sphere  in  her  public  endeavors  to  rouse  this  wicked  nation  to  a  sense,  of  its  awfol  gnilt, 
to  its  great  sins  of  war,  alaver>-,  iujoslloe  to  woman  and  the  laboring  iK>or.  As  many 
Inqnlrieaare  made  ai>out  Lucrctia  Mott*s  hasband,  allow  me,  through  your  column^,  to 
say  to  those  who  thltik  he  mu«t  be  a  nonfntity  bccanse  hl^  wife  Ik  .<50  disUnituished,  that 
James  Mott  is  bead  aud  shoulders  above  the  greater  part  of  hit  tat,  intellectually, 
morally,  and  phyiicolly.  Aa  a  man  of  bnafaieaa,  hta  talente  are  of  the  biglieat  order.  As 
an  author,  I  refer  yon  to  his  interesting  book  of  trnveb.  "  Three  ^f<>nth^  In  Great  Britain." 
In  manners  he  is  a  gentleman  ;  iu  appearance,  six  feet  high,  and  well-proportioned,  dig* 
nUed,  and  aenilhle,  and  hi  eveiy  respect  worthy  to  be  the  companion  of  Lneretla  Mott. 
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M{h8  Burbcr,  of  The  Madiaon  (Ga.)Tiaitor,  promi«ea  to  "sit  in  the  corner  and  be  a  i^ood 
girl/*  If  we  will  admit  her  to  our  next  "editorial  aoiri«y  Indeed  we  will,  and  brother 
Lamb,  of  Th»  OremflM  Jkmoerat^  shall  alt  in  the  other  comer  and  "  cast  sheep's  (Lamb's) 
eje***  atlicr;  for  be  copies  her  naughty  declaration  of  inferiority,  and  adds  that  she  "to 
Just  the  editress  for  him  "  :  that  he  '*  don't  like  Mrs.  Swisshclm,  Mrs.  Plerson,  nnfi  that 
cla»s."  We  will  kt  him  utl'  with  a  wtiiapcred  reminder  tbitt  Uiero  is  a  Mr.  Swisishelm, 
Mr.  Plenoo,  ud  moreof  the  same  eort  for  "  that  dost.**  He  bee  nobodjon  bla  dde  battbe 

mu.-^ty,  fu-ty  old  bachelors  nf  the   ,  and  ,  and  ,  who,  n«;  v  r  Imviii^  wanted  for 

any  thlt;g  bat  puddUtg$  and  sAlrts,  imaglae,  as  Mrs.  Piersun  says,  that "  a  shirt  and  a  pud' 
ding  are  the  two  poles  of  woman's  spbere.** 

Bat  we  can  not  let  Miss  Barber  off  so  lightly.  She  my*  "It  1*  Wlttten  In  the  voiame  of 
inspiration,  as'  plainly  as  if  traced  in  sutilieuin-^,  thiit  man,  the  creature  of  God's  own 
image,  is  superior  to  woman,  who  was  afterward  createU  to  be  hb  oompsuilon.  He  has 
a  more  itiately  fcrm,  etronitiar  nenret  and  mnsdee,  and,  in  nine  eaaee  out  of  ten,  a  mora 
Timorous  Intellect." 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  paying  uo  ji^reat  compliment  to  man  to  suppose  that  God  created 
an  fii/MisrtobeUBOOittpanton.  Botaman,  **0lscreatareotGod*soimtma|re!'*  And 
Waa  tbe  material  for  God's  Image  all  worked  up  in  creating  Adam  ?  And  If  6o,  whose 
Images  are  the  men  of  to-<lay,  who  can't  po.sslbly  lay  claim  to  more  of  the  original  stock 
than  mother  Eve,  who  set  up  existence  with  an  mtire  rib/  And  what  has  it  to  do  with 
the  qnestlon  of  her  intelleetiial  eqoality,  that  she  was  crsated  t^Untardf  If  precedence 
in  creation  f^avo  any  advantage  Intcllcctnally,  the  Inferior  aulinalfi  may  claim  sufit  riority 
of  iotellcct  over  both  man  and  woman.  It  would  be  quite  as  sound  logic  to  maintain,  as 
aome  do,  that,  as  laat  In  tbe  series  wUeb  commenced  fn  nothing  (J)  and  voae  by  grade* 
tiona  to  Image  God,  wonum's  snperiority  to  all  that  preceded  her  la  tta  enattoB,  la  piQl»> 

ble  Again,  if  wumfn  have  less  nerve^i  and  muscles,  the  ox  and  the  bas  hare  a 

great  deal  more— while  God  and  uugchi  and  didcmtwdied  spirits  have  none  at  ail ;  so  that 
nerre*  and  nmadea  am  of  no  more  abnilflcanee  In  tbia  qneatlon  of  tbe  tnteUeetoat  eqnal* 
ity  or  Inequality  of  the  scxc",  thnn  it*  the  beard  that  grows  on  a  man's  face  and  not  on  a 
woman's.  And  arguments  drawn  from  such  premises  always  remind  uh  of  the  profound 
logic  of  a  gentleman  we  once  met  In  a  stage  eoaeb,  and  wbo  li  now  bolding  a  higb  oflloe 
under  Government  at  Washington.  He  professed  to  set  great  store  by  wlii<tlcers  and 
niufttaches— he  had  none  himself— and  gave  as  a  reason  why  the  beard  shonld  be  tenderly 
cherished,  that "  it  was  given  to  man  as  a  badge  of  his  superiority  over  woman."  We  were 
young  and  ndadilevona  tben,  and  ao  we  told  bin,  moat  complacently,  tbat  tba  ladlea 
would  n'ndlly  concede  the  point,  and  give  liitn  the  full  bctx-fil  of  his  argument  and  of  his 
beard,  since  men  shared  their  "badge  of  superiority  "  with  goats,  monkeya,  and  many 
otber  taferior  antmala.  Some  ilfleen  years  bave  passed,  bat  we  never  tbink  of  tbe  bon> 
orable  gentleman  or  see  hits  name  attached  to  official  reports,  without  a  laugh. 

Mies  Barber  assumes  woman's  entire  intellectual  equality,  In  claiming  tbat  she  "  may 
mould  the  mind  of  the  future  statesman  into  whattoever  she  vi'ill— that  "  through  him  she 
MM  and  uiU  make  the  laws."  And  we  only  regret  that  she  should  speak  so  lightly  of 
"  deposltfne  a  little  strip  of  paper  In  the  ballot-bov."  To  us  It  is  a  serious  thing,  that 
tbe  depositing  of  that  strip  of  paper  gives  and  takes  the  rights,  whose  possession  is  the 
means  d  tbe  Ugbeet  InteUeetoal  and  moral  enttnre  and  mtfifmnL—WMom  OtmUi/ 
itameawl,  Brsttleboro,  Vermont 


A  MnTAU.— /Dear  BntherWrlglU  :^ln  printing  my  fbrmer  letter,  tbeie  was  a  mlatake 

BMde  which  I  intended  to  let  pa-a  ;  but  a.-*  some  of  your  cotempomries  have  tnken  an 
agony  over  the  letter,  it  may  be  as  well  to  set  it  right.  The  last  sentence  reads,  Now, 
I  move  Grace  be  let  alone,  and  ber  mofal  power  be  no  longer  Invoked  by  tboee  wbo  bave 
set  ber  and  all  the  rest  of  her  sex,  dowaouastool  mid-way  between  free  negroes  and 
l:ibnrer<*."  I  wrote  it  "  betwiHrn  free  negroes  and  ^a^w^.f,"  and  meant  Just  what  I  said. 
MiU),  In  hie  code  of  laws,  has  assigned  woman  a  place  sumuwhcre  between  tbe  rational 
aadlnational  ersation.  Our  ConstltatioosptOTldo  tbat  all  **lkMwblte  male  dttaaoa'*  of 
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tk  certain  acre  shall  have  a  right  to  vote.  Here  Indians,  notfroc«,  and  women  stand  side  by 
elde.  Our  gallant  legislators  excladed  the  "  \f\ferior  racet "  from  the  elective  fraochiae 
beMiwe  of  thdr  infirloilty ;  md  |a*t  thnwttieir  wIvm  aiid  mothers  teto  the  kum  hMii, 
becaasc  of  their  great  supi  riority  !  One  was  excluded  becauge  they  hated  them,  the 
Other  be^auao  they  loved  them  so  very  wcU.  Yet  one  sentence  covera  both  casein. 
Women  and  negroes  stuid  side  by  side  in  this  ewe,  md  also  In  that  of  etdnrfon  from 
our  colleges.  A  negro  can  not  be  admitted  iuto  one  of  oar  colleges  or  semlnariea  of  the 
highest  claHB.  Neither  can  a  wnmnn  Witness  the  refusal  of  some  half  doaen  of  jour 
medical  colleges  to  admit  Mist*  Bluckwell. 
Bat  free  Mitroea  can  aeqtdre  property,  ean  aell  IV  keep  tt,  give  U  atray,  or  dtvlda  It 

A  baboon  has  no  such  riu^hts  ;  neither  haif<  a  woman  In  her  hlirhest  state  of  exlfstrnco  here. 
The  ri^ht  to  aeq;Qlre  and  bold  property  U  a  distlngaishing  trait  between  mankind  and  the 
bmte  Creadon.  Woman  Is  deprived  of  Hiafc  tftttaellOB ;  fbr  aD  that  dM  liaa  aad  all  aha 
ean  ue({ulre,  belongs  to  her  master.  Custom  SSyS  Ae  should  be  fed  and  clothed,  dandled 
and  f(iiiilli  il,  her  freaks  borne  with  and  her  graces  admired  ;  it  awards  the  same  ntt^n- 
tious,  iu  a  little  different  degree,  to  a  pet  monkey.  80  woman  has  been  "  set  down  tuid- 
mf  between  free  nq;roaa  and  baboons.*' 

Tonr  fcood4BBpered  friend  and  sister,       Jamb  Q.  Swnmui 
Ponnnna  w  Monmixm,       S6»  IMS. 

p.  S.— There  is  a  man  who  rrlit-i  Th''  Sunday  Age  ot  N  v  Y  rk— H.  P.  Grjtt.^n  who 
appears  to  be  In  a  peck  of  trouble  about  Bluestocking  Eflusluns  "  in  general,  and  my 
letter  to  yon  in  partlcninr.  He  says,  We  lore  woman.  We  bow  down  to  them  In 
adoration.  Bnt  tlmy  have  their  proper  place ;  but  the  moment  they  step  ^^otn  the  pedes* 
tal  upon  which  beaten  alood  them,  tliey  fail  t^)  elicit  our  niiiiiimtinn,'*  etc.  Then,  to  sbOW 
what  the  pedestal  la  on  which  he  adores  tbcni,  iie  addu,  "  If  they  gave  evidence  of  a 
knowledge  of  puddings  and  pies,  bow  mueh  happier  Cbej  mlgbt  be.**  In  Am  aonllgbt  of 
his  afittilr.ifioii,  of  rnur^c  \Vf>ll ,  freedom  of  conscience  lU  thl*  free  land  !  The  Faithful 
may  bow  to  hit<  prophet ;  the  Persian  adore  his  sun ;  the  Xgyptlan  may  kneel  to  hit 
croeodlle ;  and  why  shonld  not  Mr.  Orattim  go  into  rhapsodies  before  bis  cook,  as  the 
dlbpenserof  the  good  things  of  this  life?  The  good  book  speaks  of  "natural  bmte 
beasts  who  make  a  god  of  their  bi  llies,"  ami  St  miglit  be  natural  to  transfer  the  homage 
tu  her  who  miniatura  to  the  stomach.  I  cau  »ce  his  chosen  divinity  now,  mounted  on  bet 
**  pedestal,**  a  kitchen  stool,  her  Implements  befon  her,  erowned  with  a  pnddlat^-pant 
her  sceptre  a  batter  pjioon.  an<!  Mr  Onxftun  down,  in  rapt  adoration,  with  eyes  upturned, 
and  looks  of  piteous  pleading !  Poor  fellow  !  Do  give  him  hia  dinner  1  J.  G.  ^— Satur- 
day VUUor,  Tittsbntg,  Penn. 

Here  are  aumu  of  the  tiUea  of  editorials  and  communications  lu  respectable  pa^Mirs  all 
over  the  country :  **  Bolting  among  the  Ladles,'*  *<  Women  Ont  of  tbeir  Latltnde,**  « In 

surreetion  among  the  Women,"  "The  Rritrn  of  Pettlcoate,"  " Offlcc-Seeklng  Women," 
"  Petticoats  rji.  Boots."  The  reader  can  judge,  with  such  texts  (or  Inspiration,  what 
the  sermous  must  have  been. 

Rbsolutions  at  Roghestbr. 

The  following  resolutions,  which  had  been  separately  discussed,  were  again  read. 
Amy  Post  moved  their  adop^on  by  the  meeting,  whkdi  was  oanled  with  bnt  two  or  three 

dissenting  vnici  H  : 

1.  JUtolvedy  That  we  petition  our  State  Legislature  for  our  right  to  the  elective  fran- 
cbiae,  every  year,  until  our  prayer  be  granted. 

2.  Ue^oli  i  I  i  lit  it  is  an  admitted  principle  of  the  American  Republic,  that  the  onlj 
ju^t  ixirt  .  r  of  the  Government  Is  derived  from  the  consent  of  the  governed  ;  and  that 
taxaiiun  and  representation  are  inseparable ;  and,  therefore,  woman  being  taxed  equally 
with  man,  ou|^t  not  to  be  deprived  of  an  equal  rei)re8entation  in  the  Govwnment. 

.3.  B^Miltfed,  T.iat  we  deplore  the  apathy  and  Iruilfferencc  of  woman  in  regard  to  hei 
rlfshte,  thus  realrictiug  her  to  au  inferior  poslUuu  iu  social,  ruligiuus,  and  political  life, 
and  wa  nige  hertodalman  equal  right  to  act  on  all  anbjaeta  that  Intaraat  the  hxuum 
fhrnlly. 
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4.  Setdvedy  Tbat  the  BMampttOD  of  law  to  settle  estate*  of  men  who  die  without  wills, 
baTlng  widows,  i*  m  tiwalt  to  woman,  and  onu^t  to  be  vegtrtoA  as  andi  by  avoy  tofer 

of  rijfht  «nd  equality. 

5.  \Vhkreas,  I  be  husbaod  has  the  lexul  right  to  hire  oat  his  wile  to  serrice,  collect 
h«r  wagaa,  and  appropriate  It  to  his  own  «xelaat?itf  and  Independent  benefit ;  and. 

Whereas,  Tlils  lias  contributed  to  Critiibllah  that  hideous  custom,  the  promise  of 
obedieoce  in  the  luarriage  contract,  eflectuaUj,  though  insidioui)!  j,  reducing  her  almoat 
to  the  condition  of  a  tSnw^  whatever  fteedom  she  may  have  in  these  reapccte  being 
granted  as  a  privilege,  not  as  a  right ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  seeic  the  overthrow  of  this  barbarou<^  nnd  unrighteous  lair ;  and 
oonjure  women  no  longer  to  promise  obedience  in  the  marriage  covenant. 

Muohtd,  That  the  nnlveraal  dootrine  of  the  Inferiority  of  woman  has  ever  caused  her 
to  diHtrust  her  own  powem,  and  puralyacd  h«;r  en(!r]L,Hf.<,  and  placed  her  In  that  degraded 
position  fh>m  which  the  must  strenuous  and  unremitting  efiiurt  can  alone  redeem  her. 
Only  by  fUthfol  persevenace  In  the  practical  ezerdse  ot  those  talents,  so  long  "  wrapped 
In  a  napkin  and  buried  ondsrtbe  earth,"  she  will  regain  her  long-lost  equality  with  man. 

Eesoltfd,  That  in  the  peraeverinfit  and  Independent  conrac  of  Miss  Blackwell,  who  re- 
cently attended  a  series  of  medical  lectures  in  Gleneva,  and  has  now  gone  to  Europe  to 
gradnato  aa  a  pIqrsJdan,  we  see  a  harbinger  of  the  imj  when  women  shell  stand  fbrtb 
"  redeemed  nnd  dlssntbralled,"  and  psrfofm  tlMMe  Important  dntim  whldi  ars  ao  tn^y 
within  her  sphere. 

AeolM,  That  those  who  beUeve  ttie  laboring  classes  of  women  sre  oppiesecd,  ought 
to  do  all  In  their  power  to  raise  their  wages,  beginning  with  their  own  boosehold  eerrants. 

/iVW('t(i,  Tliat  It  If!  the  duty  uf  woman,  whatever  her  oomplexlon,  to  assume,  as  SOOQ 
ftb  pob^iUle,  licr  true  poaition  ol  uquality  iu  the  social  circle,  the  Church,  and  the  State. 

JBwafced,  That  we  tender  onr  gratefal  aeknowledgment  to  tiie  Trustees  of  flie  Unitarian 
Church,  who  have  kindly  opened  their  doors  for  the  use  of  this  Convention. 

JiemAv«d,  That  we,  the  friends  who  are  interested  in  this  cause,  gratefully  accept  the 
Und  oiler  firam  the  Thisteee  of  the  nse  of  Proteotton  Hall,  to  hold  onr  mee  tings  wheop 
ever  we  wish. 


Firmly  relying  upon  the  final  triumph  Of  the  Bight  and  the  Tnie^  we  do  this  daj  ofllz 
tnst  signatures  to  thia  Declaration  : 


SmiTATimaB  to  tarn  DwnJAATuni  AWwraD  at  BmntOA  Faui. 


Lucretia  Mott, 
Harriet  Cady  Eaton, 
Margaret  i'ryor, 
Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton, 
Eunice  Newton  Foote, 
Mary  Aim  MoCIintoek, 
Margaret  Schooley, 
Martha  C.  Wright, 
Jane  C.  Hunt, 
Amy  Post, 

Catharine  F.  Stebhina, 
Mary  Ann  Frinfc, 
Ljdla  Mount, 

Delia  Multliews, 
Catharine  C.  Foine, 
BUiabeili  W.  MflCMntoek, 
Ittlvlna  Scynioar, 
Phebe  Mosher, 
Catherine  Shaw, 
Deborah  Beott, 
Sarah  nallowell, 
Mary  McCliatock, 
Maf7  Gilbert, 


Hannah  Plant, 
Lucy  Jones, 
Sarah  Whitney, 
Mary  H.  Hallo  well, 
Elizabeth  ConkUo, 
Bally  Pitcher, 
Mary  Conklin, 
Susan  Quinn, 
Mary  8.  Mirror, 
Phehe  King, 
Julia  Ann  Drake, 
Charlotte  Woodward, 
Martiia  UnderhiU, 
Dorothy  Matthews, 
Ennice  Barker, 
Sarah  &  Woods, 
Lyditt  Gild, 
Sarali  Hoffman, 

Elizabeth  Leslie, 
HaithaUdlsy, 
Bs4diel  D.  Bounel, 
Betaj  Tewksbucy, 
BhodaFslmer, 
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o(  tlM  sentlenMi  praicnt  In  fnwof  fhe  ] 


Snphroule  Taylor, 
Cjatbta  Davifl, 

P.  A.  Culvert, 
SoAui  R.  Dotjr, 
BelMeea  Baee^ 
Sarah  A.  MnalMr, 
Mary  E.  Vail, 
Lacy  8|>aldlng, 
Lavtnia  Lattiain, 
Sanli  Smttli, 

Iht  fbUowiof  am  the  ninu 

Ittehard  P.  Hunt* 

Samuel  D.  Tiltnanf 
JosUq  WiUUuna, 
Bllaha  Footo, 

Frederick  l)niiirl;i9«, 
Henry  W.     vim  ur, 
Henry  l^i-yiuour, 
David  Sp«ilding, 
Wmi&m  G.  BarlMr, 
Ellas  J.  Doty, 
Jobo  J01Mfl« 
Wnilain  S.  Den, 
Jamea  Mott, 
Wfllfam  Burronirba, 
Robert  SmalldlMgO 
Jacob  3fatthe«re, 

Mi\ny  i>cr8onB  signed  the  Declaration  at  Rochester, 
iicud  Aatbony,  Mary  S.  Aotbony,  tlie  offlcera  of  Uie 


Marjfarc't  Jonkina 
Cynthia  Fuller, 
OiM  Martlii, 
Muiia  E.  Wilbur, 
Elizabctii  D.  Smith, 
OaroUne  Bartcer, 
Ann  Porter, 
Experience  Gibbs, 
Antoinette  F.  Segor, 
Htimh  J. : 


it: 


Cbarlca  L.  noakfns, 
Thomas  McCHntod^ 
Saron  PhUlipe, 
Jtoob  ChtnlMriatii, 
Jonathan  Metc&lf, 
NaUumJ.  MiUlkco, 
8.  S.  Woodworth, 
Sdwtid  F.  ITndeilill], 
George  W.  PlTor, 
Joel  Bunker, 
baae  Van  Taiad, 
ThomflB  Dell, 
£.  W.  Capron, 
Btephea  Sheer, 
Henry  Hatley, 
Anllah  fichoolcy. 

itinongthCTn  Danid  Anthony,  Lvaif 
Convention,  and  othera. 


CHAPTKK  VI. 
OHIO. 

Alfom  CcwMnltUm^  AprU  19,  20,  1860. 
Lnm  wmaa  £uiAasni  Cadt  Stahtox. 

8et»eca  Falijj,  N.  Y.,  April  7. 

Dear  Mabiaka  :— How  rejoiced  I  am  to  hear  that  the  women  of  Ohio  have  called 
a  Convention  preparatory  to  the  remodeling  of  their  State  Constitution.  The  remodel- 
ing of  a  Constitution,  In  the  nineteenth  century,  speukR  of  progresB,  of  gre.iter  freedom, 
and  o^  more  enlarged  viewa  of  hnmnn  risrht**  and  dutU'i.  It  Is  fitting  that,  at  surh  a 
time,  woman,  who  has  so  long  been  the  victim  of  ignorance  and  injustice,  should  at 
lenfcih  throw  off  the  trammeli  of  e  Dilae  edacatlOB,  etand  vpri Kbt^  and  with  dignity  and 

camcstnosfi  manifest  a  lii  t  p  anci  t^cHonp  inli-rest  In  the  laws  whirh  are  to  govern  her  nnd 
her  countiy.  It  needs  uo  argument  to  teach  woman  that  site  is  interested  in  the  lawa 
vliieh  govern  ber.  Soflerlng  has  taught  her  flile  alreedy.  It  la  Important  now  fbet  n 
cbenge  Is  proposed,  that  she  npenk,  and  loudly  too.  Having  decided  to  petition  for  a 
redress  of  ^rievnnof^s,  the  question  is,  for  tohai  shall  y<m  flrat  pftUionf  For  the  exercise 
of  your  right  to  the  elective  franchise— nothing  short  of  this.  The  grant  to  you  of  tbia 
ri^t  will  Pecnre  ell  otbeni ;  end  the  jpentlnff  of  evwy  other  right,  wbUet  fhla  le  denied, 
le  e  mockery.  For  Inatanee :  Wbst  is  the  ritfit  to  property  wtthont  the  rigbt  to  protect 
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ttf  Tbd  enjoyment  of  that  t\i(ht  to-day  l«  no  seearify  tbat  it  will  be  contloaed  to-mor- 
row, BO  long  a*  it  iR  f^rantod  to  w  u  «  favor,  and  aot  dalaaod  lu  m  a  rigbt.  Woman 
miut  exercise  ber  rif(bt  to  the  deettva  tnntMan,  and  htm  hut  own  rapnaantailvaa  In 

oar  National  ronnclls,  for  two  good  reasona  : 

l»t.  Meu  can  not  represent  us.  They  are  so  thoh)ughly  educaud  into  the  belief  that 
woawn*a  anton  to  oltofiotlm  dllfcicnt  Ikom  tbolr  own,  tliat  tt^bnTe  no  Mm  that  alio 
oaa  be  guvemed  by  the  aamo  luws  of  taind  as  tbemselvea.  80  far  from  viewing  ns  like 
ttamnaelvea,  tliey  aeem,  from  their  lc<.d!«latioD,  to  conaider  ua  tbeir  moral  and  intellectoal 
antlpodflo;  IbrwlwtBTierltwttiey  And  good fbr  QteRMelves,  thoyfortfawMiiMaa  tta oppo- 
site for  us,  and  express  tlM  moat  profound  astonishment  if  we  manifest  the  least  diaantta* 
faction.  For  example  :  our  forefathers,  full  of  righieou*  indignation,  pitched  King  Georpe, 
bis  authority,  and  his  tca-chest«,  all  into  the  sea,  and  l>ecause,  forsooth,  they  were  forced 
to  pay  tflona  wfihont  htSng  repreeented  In  fho  IMttali  Ckuvommenb  **  Tnatlon  wlthovt 
representation,"  was  the  text  for  many  a  hot  dcbHt*  In  tlie  forests  of  the  New  World,  and 
for  many  an  eloquent  oration  in  the  Parliament  t)f  the  Old.  Yet,  in  forming  our  new 
Govenunanfc,  IHuj  Imto  taken  from  na  the  yery  righla  wUeb  they  fought  and  bled  and 
died  to  secure  to  themselves.  They  not  only  tax  us,  but  in  many  cases  they  strip 
ua  of  all  we  inherit,  the  wages  we  earn,  the  children  of  our  love  ;  and  for  such  grievances 
we  have  no  redreas  in  any  court  of  Justice  this  side  of  Heaven.  They  tax  our  property 
to  bnUd  colleges,  fbon  pan  a  ipoela]  law  problbttingai^  woman  to  enter  tbeie.  A  mar* 
ried  woman  has  no  legal  existence  ;  she  has  no  more  absolute  rlfjhtfi  than  a  slave  on  a 
fionthem  plaotation.  Bhe  takes  the  name  of  ber  master,  holds  nothing,  owns  nothing, 
ean  brfni:  no  action  In  ber  own  name ;  and  the  principle  on  which  abe  and  the  elave  to 
educated  is  the  same.  The  slave  1b  taught  what  Is  considered  bi-Ht  for  hlni  to  know — 
which  la  nothing ;  the  woman  is  taught  what  is  beet  for  her  to  tcnow— which  is  little 
more  than  nothing,  man  being  the  umpire  In  both  caaee.  A  woipnn  can  not  follow  out 
the  Impube^  of  her  own  mind  in  her  sphere,  any  more  than  the  slave  can  in  bto  aptaere. 
Civilly,  aocially,  and  religiously,  she  is  what  man  chooses  her  to  bo,  nothing  more  or  ie^s, 
and  snch  to  the  slave.  It  la  impoaalble  for  us  to  convince  man  that  we  think  and  feel  exactly 
aa  be  doea ;  fliat  we  have  the  aame  aenee  of  right  and  Jostlee,  the  same  love  of  freedom 
and  indcpttndcnce.  Some  mm  rcE^ard  m  devils,  and  some  as  angels  ;  hence,  one  class 
would  ahut  tu  up  in  a  certain  sphere  fur  fear  of  the  evil  we  mij^t  do,  and  the  other  for 
Imr  of  the  evil  that  might  be  Oem  torn;  thus,  except  for  the  aentbnent  of  tto  thing,  for 
all  the  good  thut  it  does  uh,  we  ml^t  as  well  t>e  thoat^ht  the  one  as  the  other.  Bnfe  wt 
ourselves  have  to  do  with  what  ««"  are  and  whut  wv  tfiall  bf. 

2d.  Meu  can  not  legislate  for  us.  Our  sltttute  books  and  all  past  experience  teach  ua 
thto  fact  Hla  lawa^  where  we  are  eoneemed,  have  been,  without  one  exception,  unjust, 
cruel,  and  tiiru'res-^ivc.  TTaving  denied  nnr  idrntify  witli  himself,  he  has  no  dsita  tn 
upon  in  Judging  of  our  wants  and  interests.  If  we  are  alike  in  our  mental  structure, 
then  there  la  no  reason  whj  we  ahonU  not  have  a  voloe  In  makfa^  the  laws  whidi  govern 
IIS ;  liut  if  we  are  not  alike,  most  certainly  we  must  make  laws  for  ourselves,  for  who  t Ise 
can  understand  wlint  wc  need  and  desire ?  If  It  be  admitted  in  this  Government  that  all 
meu  and  women  are  Ircc  and  equal,  ttien  must  we  claim  a  place  in  our  Senate  Chamber 
and  Honse  of  Beprestfntsttvsii.  Bnt  If;  after  all.  It  be  fonnd  that  even  bare  we  have 
clashes  and  caste,  not  "Lords  and  Commons,"  but  lords  and  women,  then  muet  we 
claim  a  lower  House,  where  our  Representatives  can  watch  the  passage  of  all  bills  affect- 
ing onr  own  wtf  Run,  or  the  good  of  onr  country.  Had  the  women  of  thla  ooontry  bad  a 
voice  In  the  Government,  think  you  our  national  escutcliLon  would  have  been  stained 
with  the  iruilt  of  aggressive  warfare  upon  such  weak,  defenceless  nations  as  the  Semi- 
noles  and  Mexicans  f  Think  you  wc  should  cherish  and  defend,  in  the  heart  of  our  nation, 
sndi  a  wholesalo  syrtem  of  pfam^,  cruelty,  licentiousness,  and  Iguurance  aa  la  onr  slav> 
cry?  Think  you  that  relic  of  barburipm,  the  callows,  by  which  the  wretched  murderer 
ia  sent  with  blood  uix>n  bis  soul,  uncalled  fur,  into  the  presence  of  his  Uod,  would  be 
anatalned  by  lawf  YerOy,  no,  or  I  mistake  woman^s  hesrt,  her  Inatfnetlve  love  of  Jno* 
tico,  and  mercy,  and  truth  ! 

Who  questions  woman's  right  to  vote!  We  can  show  onr  credentials  to  the  right  of 
celf •government j  we  get  ours  Just  where  man  got  hla;  they  are  all  Heav«n*dea«:eoded4 
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Ckid^glven.  It  Is  oar  (taty  to  assert  and  remert  this  right,  to  a^tate,  discuss,  and  peti- 
tion, until  our  political  oquallty  bo  fully  recognised.  Depend  upon  it,-tlii»  i»  the  point 
to  attack,  the  Btroncliold  of  the  fortress — the  one  womnn  will  find  the  most  difficult  to 
take,  the  one  umu  wUl  must  relucUuUjr  give  up  ;  therefore  let  us  eucamp  right  under  i\A 
shadow;  tbere  spend  all  our  Una,  streDgtb,  and  msrsl  •mmnnltian,  ytnr  after  year, 
with  perseverance,  conratrr,  and  dt'cisioTi.  Let  no  sallies  of  nit  or  ridii^Tilo  at  ntir  f-x- 
pense  \  do  soft  nooseose  of  woman's  beauty,  delicacy,  and  relineaieut ;  uo  promise  of 
gold  and  aOvw,  bank  stock,  road  ttock,  or  landod  eatate,  sedneo  as  from  onr  position 
until  that  one  stronghold  totters  to  the  grxiund.  Thi«  done,  the  rest  they  will  eurrender 
at  ditcretion.  Then  cornea  eqiial^y  In  Cbnroh  and  State,  In  tbe  famOy  drdo,  and  in  all 
our  social  relations. 

Tha  canaa  of  woman  Is  onward.  Vor  onr  anoounffaaient,  lot  na  taka  a  torlew  of 

what  has  occurred  durftt^'  the  last  few  year:^.  Not  two  years  plnce  the  women  of  Sew 
York  held  several  Conventions.  Their  meetings  were  well  attended  by  both  men  and 
women,  and  tlM  qnestton  of  woaian*a  troo  position  waa  fttUy  and  b<ee]y  disensaed.  Tba 
proceedings  of  those  meetingH  and  the  Dcclaratioo  of  SentirnentM  won'  ,\]\  published  and 
scattered  far  and  near.  Before  that  time,  the  newspapers  said  but  little  on  that  subjecL 
Immediately  after,  there  was  scsroely  a  newspaper  in  the  Union  that  did  not  notice  tlieae 
Oonvanttona,  and  generslly  ta  ft  tone  of  ildienle.  Now  yon  seldom  take  up  «  paper  tliat 
kaa  not  somethini^  about  woman ;  but  the  tone  Id  changing— ridicule  is  glring  way  to 
reaaoD.  Our  papers  begin  to  see  that  this  Is  no  sultjcct  for  mirth,  but  one  for  serious 
oonatdemtlon.  Onr  Uteratore  la  also  asanmlng  ft  diffiBient  tone.  Tke  henrine  of  onr 
fashiDiiLiblc  novel  l.-^  now  a  being  of  spirit,  of  energy,  of  will,  with  ft  oonadanee^  with 
high  moral  principle,  great  decision,  aud  self-reliance. 

Contrast  Jane  Eyre  with  any  of  Bolwer's,  Scott's,  or  8hakespeare*B  lierolnes,  and  how 
they  all  atak  Intotlie  shade  compared  with  that  noble  creation  of  a  woman's  genius! 
Tlie  January  number  of  The  Weatmin^er  Beview  contains  an  article  on  "Womnn,"  «o 
liberal  and  radical,  that  I  sometimes  think  It  must  have  crept  in  there  by  mistake.  Our 
fuhlonaUe  leetnrMa,  too,  are  now,  Inelead  of  the  llme^om  anbjeeta  of  OathoUelem,** 
"The  Crusiul.H  "  "St.  Bernard,"  and  "Thomas  i  Becket,"  cboo;-ing  Woman  for  their 
theme.  True,  they  do  not  treat  this  new  subject  with  much  skill  or  philosophy ;  but 
enonich  (or  us  that  the  great  mlnda  of  onr  day  are  taking  this  direction.  Mr.  Dsns,  of 
Boston,  lectured  on  this  subject  in  Philadelphia.  Lucretia  Mott  followed  him,  :iiul  nbly 
pointed  out  his  sophUtrj  and  errors.  8he  spokf  to  a  large  and  fashicnulilL'  auiUcuce, 
aud  gave  general  satisfaction.  Dana.was  too  sickly  aud  sentimental  for  tiiat  meridian. 
The  women  of  Ibsaaehnaetts,  e?er  flist  In  all  mond  movementa,  have  aent,  hnt  a  few 
weeks  ■lincp,  to  th>jir  Legislature,  a  pf flti'ni  dcmtinding  their  right  to  vote  utkI  hf)l<l  office 
in  their  State.  Woman  seems  to  be  preparing  herself  for  a  higher  and  holier  destiny. 
That  aaow  Ioto  of  liberty  which  bnmed  In  the  hearta  of  onr  alrea.  Is  now  being  kindled  anew 
In  the  dftlii^rtHn  of  this  proud  Republic.  From  the  present  state  of  public  sentiment, 
we  have  every  reii!»on  to  lo(»k  liopefuUy  into  the  future.  I  .Hee  u  tirighter,  happier  day 
yet  to  come;  but  woman  must  say  bow  soon  tbe  dawn  shall  be,  aud  whether  the  light 
shall  tret  ahlne  in  the  East  or  the  Weat.  By  her  own  ellorta  the  change  most  come. 
She  must  carve  out  her  future  destiny  with  her  own  ri^ht  hand.  If  she  have  not  the 
energy  to  secure  for  herself  her  tme  position,  neither  would  she  have  tbe  force  or  sta 
blllty  to  maintain  it,  if  placed  there  by  another.  FanweU  { 

Town  alneerely,  B.  C.  WtMWtm, 

Lnrm  vbom  LconaTU  Mott. 

DiAn  Vunree  ^-Tlle  call  Ibr  thie  Convention,  eo  nnmeronsly  signed,  la  Indeed  gntt> 

fying,  and  gives  hope  of  a  large  attendance.  Tlie  letU'i-  of  invltatifm  was  duly  received, 
and  1  need  scarcely  say  how  gladly  I  would  be  present  If  in  my  power.  Engagements  in 
another  direction,  as  well  aa  the  dUBcnlty  to  travel  at  this  season  of  tlie  year,  will  pre- 
vent  my  availing  myself  of  so  great  a  privilege.  You  will  not,  however,  be  at  a  l048  for 
speakers  In  your  midst,  for  amone  the  sitrners  to  tho  are  the  names  of  many  whose 
hearts  "  believe  unto  righteousness"  ;  out  of  their  abundance,  therefore,  tbe  mouth  will 
make  "  oonfeaelon  nnto  salvation.** 


Digitized  by  Google 


Appendix — Chapter  FZ  813 

The  wrongB  of  woman  law  too  long  dnmlwrod.  Tbey  Twir  b«gla  to  cry  for  ndreM^ 

Let  them  be  clearly  pointed  out  In  your  Convention ;  and  then,  not  oii  u  flmor,  bnt  d$ 
mand  a«  right,  that  every  civil  and  ecdealaatical  obstacle  b«  removed  out  of  the  way. 

Right«  are  uot  dependent  upon  eqaallty  of  mind ;  nor  do  we  admit  inferiority,  leavlog 
ttMt  qaestioD  to  be  settled  by  future  developments,  whan  ft  flilr  oppoatnnlty  Mball  1m 
given  for  the  equal  cultiTilloo  of  tin  latalleet»  Md  tlie  ftraifar  pow«n  of  llM  nliid  dudl 
be  called  into  action. 

n;  In  aoeordnnoe  wltti  your  edi,  yon  neertiin  **th«  tatrfoywlddi  tbe  dmnnMilbed 
•pbere  of  woman  has  on  the  great  political  and  todal  etflt  that  eniM  Midi  daiolato  til* 

land,"  you  will  nut  have  come  tof^etlier  in  vain. 

May  you,  indeed,  "  gaiu  strength  "  by  your  contest  with  "  dlfflculty  I  *'  May  the  wholn 
•nnor  of  "  Right,  Tkntti,  and  Reason  "  be  youn !  Then  will  the  influence  of  the  Convo!* 
tlon  be  felt  In  the  Assembled  wisdom  of  men  which  Is  to  follow  ;  and  the  pood  resulta,  as 
well  an  your  example,  will  oltlmatAljr  rouac  other  States  to  action  in  this  most  Important 
cniae.  * 

I  herewith  forward  to  ynn  a  "Disconrae  on  Woman,"  which,  though  bnni|^  OOt  \/f 
local  drcumstances,  may  yet  contain  principles  oT  universal  application. 

Wlahing  yon  every  auoeess  in  your  noble  effort, 

i  am  yours,  for  woman's  redemption  nnd  ooosequent  elevation, 

PBiLasnraiA,  Uh  ma,  18, 186O1  Luobbtia  Hon. 

Letteb  rnoM  Loot  Btomb. 
Fur  the  Wonum't  MighU  Oonventkm  : 

Dbab  FftmnM:— The  Menda  of  human  freedom  fn  ICassachaeetU  rejolee  thni  n 

Woman's  Rights  Convention  is  to  be  held  in  Ohio.   We  hail  it  as  a  sign  of  progress,  end 
deem  it  t'opcciaii y  fitting  that  anch  a  Conveotlon  ahonld  be  hdd  aoM^  when  a  State  Oon- 
sUtutluD  is  to  be  formed. 
Itlaeaaier,  whea«heoldlsdeatnyea,tobQlMttM  hm  itgfat,  than  to  vl|(ht  It  q/br  it  la 

built. 

Tbe  atatate  books  of  eveiy  State  In  the  Union  are  disgraced  by  an  article  which  limlta 
the  right  to  tiw  deettve  franehlao  to  *■  oudo  etUnna  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
npwarda,"  thns  exdndlng  one-half  the  population  of  the  country  from  all  polttlca] 
influence,  subjecting  woman  to  laws  in  the  making  of  which  she  has  neither  vote  nor 
'Voice.  The  lowest  drunkard  may  cume  op  from  wallowing  in  the  gutter,  and,  covered 
with  flltb,  rari  np  to  tbo  baUot-hm  and  dapoalt  Us  vote^  and  his  right  to  do  so  la  not 
questioned.  The  meanest  foreigner  who  comes  to  our  shores,  who  can  not  speak  his 
mother-tongue  correctly,  haa  secured  (or  bim  the  right  of  suffrage.  The  n^ro,  crushed 
and  degraded,  aa  If  Iw  were  not  a  brother  niaa,nado<beloireatof  Iho  loir,6fen  he,  to 
some  of  the  States,  can  vote ;  but  woman,  la  ovoj  Bttts^  Is  poiittcally  phu^ged  In  % 
degradation  lower  than  Ms  loweat  deptba. 

Woman  la  taxed  under  lawa  made  by  thooa  who  profleaa  to  beUera  that  taxation  and 
xepmentation  are  hiaeparable,  while,  in  the  use  and  imposition  of  the  taxes,  as  In  repre- 
sentation, she  is  absolutely  without  influence.  Should  she  hint  that  the  profession  and 
practice  do  not  agree,  she  is  grarely  told  that  "  Women  should  not  talk  polities.**  In 
nostof  ttattateatlMmainlsd  spomsiD  loses,  by  her  manrtsge,  tho  eontrol  of  her  fMnon 
and  tbe  right  of  property,  and,  If  she  Is  a  mother,  the  ri^ht  to  her  children  also  ;  while 
ahe  aecuree  what  tbe  town  paupers  have— tbe  right  to  be  maintained.  Tbe  legal  disablU* 
tloa  under  wMeh  women  labor  ham  BO  end:  I  will  not  attempt  to  enoaienite  them.  Let 
the  earnest  women  who  speak  in  your  Convention  enter  Into  the  detaO  of  this  thing,  nor 
stop  to  "patch  fii^-leaves  for  the  naked  truth,"  but  "  before  all  Israel  and  the  sun," 
expose  tbe  atrocities  of  the  laws  relative  to  women,  oatil  tbe  ears  of  tboao  who  bear 
shaDtlQBlsi  SofhattbomenwhomoetinOonfisnllontoffonBlbonsirOoostttnllonfar 
Ohio,  shall,  for  veiy  shame's  sake,  make  haste  to  put  away  the  last  remnant  of  the  barbai^ 
ism  which  yonr  statute  book  (in  common  with  other  States)  retains  In  Ita  Inequality  and 
Iqjnatleelowoaaa.  Wo  loioir  too  WiD  Iho  ttarn  nfann  apMt  of  thoM  who  baft  eallod 
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HisUyry  of  Woman  Suffrage, 


thb  Wonukn'fl  Righta  Conveatlon,  to  donbt  for  a  moment  that  what  can  b«:  doue  by  yoa 
tu  flooure  equal  ffg^ts  for  all,  will  tw  done. 

MaHsiichuflettK  ought  to  have  takoii  the  lead  in  the  work  you  are  HOW  dolnff,  but  If  sh« 
cboosoi  tu  Uugor,  lot  her  youug  sliiicra  nf  the  West  set  her  a  worthy  example ;  aad  if  the 
«<  FUgiioi  apirik  ||  not  dMd,*>  m'ff  tMlg$  WMorkMHtt  to  fiUom  htr. 

Toun,  for  Jatlioe  aod  Kqnal  Blghti,  Lv€T  Btoini. 

SoirrBiKPToir,  ApHl  10,  tSSOi 

LSTTKR  PROM  SAKA.H  Pron. 
"Lnwrenclnn  Villa  \»  ettremoly  beautiful ;  the  ifrounds  full  of  shrubborv  and  flowers  ; 
the  Bpleodid  dairy,  the  grccu-houaea  and  con»er\'aturiea— four  or  five  ut  tiicui  apprupri- 
tttod  to  fnilt,  flowers,  sad  nm  planta  la  large  numbers  -ttie  whole  pnsentlQg  gntl  tMte 
and  skill.  .Vr«  Liwrcnce's  Improvoraentjj  are  not  complpt4»d  ;  sh^  is  pxt«'nding  her 
shrubbory  uad  walks,  bhc  ia  uuduubledly  one  of  the  moat  skillful  cultivators  and  flor* 
isto  til  the  eoontry  (a  oovntry  aboaodtng  with  them),  and  earrlea  off  mors  prises  at  ttie 
horticultural  exhibitions  thun  almost  any  one  cl-^c.  I  am  tol  l  Mr.  Lawrenoe  U  an  emi- 
nent sargeon  in  London,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  countiy  place  is  under  Jfn,  Law* 
noce's  managemeuk*' — OoUnttn''»  LeUer$from  Eurvpe. 

DiAB  Fkrmim  >-As  I  finished  reading  this  paragraph,  your  letter.  Inviting  me  to  your 

Convenfinn.  to  be  held  on  the  19th  inst.,  waa  received.  I  can  not,  as  I  gUdlj  would,  be 
with  you.  That  my  mite  may  not  be  wanting  in  aid  of  the  cause,  taking  the  above  ex- 
tract for  my  text,  I  would  add  as  a  commentary,  that,  according  to  the  laws  and  usages 
4tf  a  larg:  portion  of  Christendom,  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Law» 
rence,  the  one  who»u  skill  and  ta^te  has  formed  this  elegant  establishment,  would  be 
left  by  the  will  of  Mr.  Lawrence  an  ino<>me  ftrom  a  part  of  the  estate,  and  the  **privilege  ** 
of  occopying  **  during  her  natural  Itte,**  two  w  three  rooms  In  the  large  mansion,  but 
powerlee«  as  a  strnni;er  in  the  beautiful  demesne  made  valuable  by  her  Induritry  and 
skill !  This  is  not  "  Hupposlng  *'  a  case,  only  in  the  application  of  it  to  Mrs.  L.  In  thla 
oonntry,  whore,  as  a  geneial  nde,  women  take  fheir  fall  ahan  of  the  labor  and  reeponsi* 
bllity  of  a  household,  and  thus  by  their  couatant  assidni^  oontribute  their  fall  propor- 
tiou  to  the  means  by  which  a  comfurtatjle  competence  is  secured,  do  wo  notseo  tliA  die* 
posal  of  it  assumed  as  a  matter  of  right  by  the  male  partner  of  the  firm  ? 

Thst  women  eontrlbnte  their  fall  share  In  the  bnllding^p  of  an  estate  by  Isber  the 
only  rightful  mode- — no  i>ne  that  Is  capable  of  taking  an  cnllcrtitencd  view  of  the  prevail- 
ing couditiou  of  things  will  deny.  True,  she  may  not  wield  the  axe  or  guide  the  plough, 
braced  by  the  tnTfgoratIng  air,  for  hers  is  the  wearisome  tssk,  and  the  one  which  requires 
the  most  skill  to  attend  to  the  complicated  machinery  within  doors  ;  she  may  nut  handle 
the  uwl  or  the  plane  for  "  ten  hours  a  day,"  with  but  n  small  tax  on  the  intellectual,  but 
by  her  perpetual  oversight  aud  unvarying  labor  she  may  make  one  dollar,  two,  or  more. 

This  la  one  form  of  the  many  grievaaoee  to  whUdi  women  are  snbjeoted,  an  arising 
from  tlie  fal-e  assumption  of  their  inferiority  by  nature  and  by  the  "ordination  of  Provi- 
dence." May  your  Convention  aid  in  dispelling  this  delusion  from  the  minds  of  men, 
but  ehieily  fh>m  the  minds  of  women ;  for  to  fhemsdTes,  In  a  great  degree.  Is  Iheir  de> 
graded  position  owing.  Rou^e  them  to  a  belief  in  their  natural  equaU^^  Uid  to  a  desire 
to  sustain  it  by  culUvatiou  of  their  noblest  powers. 

There  U  much  that  crowds  on  me  for  utterance,  but  there  will  be  those  among  you 
that  wtU  be  able  to  give  a  fuller  and  fitter  expr<  ^i^ion  to  the  thoughts  that  cluAtcr  around 
Uiis  a11-iiiiport:uit  question,  the  "Rights  and  Duties  Of  Women  her  rights  equal  to 
thot^e  of  men— she  alone  the  Judge  of  hor  duties. 

May  your  Convention  hasten  the  day  when  these  rights  shall  be  aeknowledged  aa 
equal  to  those  of  man  and  independc-nt  of  hfan,  and  When  menand  womoQ  shall  equally 
co-operate  for  the  good  of  all  mankind. 

With  great  Interest,  your  Mead,  SlBlH  Pdob. 

A  liW  OUe  CbiNMMM»qr  1^«M«^  iWIfl.,  Jpr« 

Bssoi.trnovs  or  thb  Saudi  (Omo)  OOHvnmoa,  iSBO. 
6th.  Bmhtif  That  in  those  laws  which  confer  on  maa  the  power  to  control  the  prop* 
ctly  and  person  of  woman,  and  to  reasove  ftom  her  at  wlU  the  chndreo  of  her  attctlon. 
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«•  recognize  only  the  modified  code  of  the  slave  plauuUuo ;  and  Uutt  thus  we  are  brought 
more  needy  In  sympetl^  wltk  tlM  ttdtoliiK  daTe,  wlio  la  deepoiled  of  aU  liia  rigtate. 

IGfli  ///-W/wi,  That  we  rc^rd  tho?c  wonu  ii  who  content  themselves  with  an  idle,  aim- 
leae  iile,  aa  iuvolred  in  the  giUlt  tut  well  aa  the  buffering  of  tbeir  own  oppreMioo;  aod 
tlMt  we  tiotd  thoee  who  go  forth  into  «h»  worid,  in  the  fitM  of  ite  fSroinw  and  tha  tn^ 
oftho  paUlc,  to  iUllaqrervhcfoa  of  labor,  aathatraeatpraaeheta  of  tfaooMiaa  of  Wom- 
an's Kighta. 

19th.  Jftaofawf,  That^  aa  woman  la  not  permitted  to  hold  office,  uur  have  aoj  Toice  in 
the  GoTvniiBeotf  ahe  should  not  be  cumpelled  to  pay  tasaa  out  of  bar  acantjr  wagea  to 
support  roenwhogakaightdoUaiaadajrfortettwtha  itght  to  fftiwwftwi  to  woaX  liwa 
J'vr  her. 

90th.  Aarfiwd',  That  w«,  the  woroao  of  Ohio,  wW  hoeaftar  meat  a&nualljr  In  CooTen- 

tlon,  to  consalt  npon  ami  ndnj  t  nicaHurrii  for  the  rumovHl  of  the  various  disabilities— 
political,  social,  religious,  lef(al«  and  pecuniary— to  which  women,  os  a  claaa,  are  anb- 
Jectedf  and  fhmi  which  raaOlta  ao  miieh  misery,  deKradatiun,  and  crime. 

Aitar  the  Akron  Convention  in  1851,  The  Htm  York  Sunday  Mercury  published  a  wood- 
cnt  covering  a  whole  pa^c,  representtog  the  Conrention.   Ererj  woman  III  ooat  and 

breeches  aud  high-heeled  bootp,  pitting  crops-leg'iied  smoking  cigars  (tnlj  manly  argil* 
uiu-nta  for  equal  political  riglits).   There  was  nut  a  Bloomer  preaent. 

Emzarkth  Cadt  Stantow, 

Totfi^  Wonmn'n  Convmtion,  held  at  Ak-r:>,i^  Ohio,  May  2li,  1851  : 

Deau  Fui&N'iMi It  would  g^ive  me  great  pleasure  tu  accept  your  invitation  to  attend  the 
OoBvmition,  but  aa  drcnmitaiioea  f  orUd  my  balag  preaent  with  yon,  allow  ma,  hi  addreaa- 
ing  you  by  letter,  to  touch  on  those  points  of  this  crcat  question  which  hnvc,  of  late, 
much  occupied  my  tboughta.  It  is  often  said  to  us  tauntingly,  "  Well,  you  have  held 
ConvaotioDS,  yon  have  apeechUlad  and  reaolvad,  proteatad  and  appealed,  dodaiad  and 
petitioned,  aud  now,  what  uext  ?  Why  do  yon  not  do  aomethlDg  f  "  I  have  aa  oftan  hoard 
the  reply,  "  We  Icnow  not  what  to  do." 

Having  for  some  years  rehearsed  to  the  unjust  judge  our  grievances,  our  legal  and 
political  diaabUltlee  and  aodal  wronga.  let  na  glanca  at  what  we  may  do,  at  the  Tarloua 
right«  of  which  we  may,  even  now,  quietly  take  possession.  Trne,  onr  ritrht  to  vota  WO 
can  not  exercise  until  our  State  Constitutions  are  remodelled  ;  but  we  can  petition  OUT 
leglalatort  every  aeaaton,  and  plead  our  eanse  before  them.  We  eaa  make  a  mantfeeta- 
tion  by  going  to  the  polls,  at  each  returuing  election,  bearing  banners,  with  inscriptiona 
thereon  of  great  sentiments  handed  down  to  us  by  our  revolutionary  fathers — such  ag, 
"  Ifti  Taxation  without  Rcpredcutation,"  "  No  Jui<t  Government  can  be  formed  without 
the  eonaant  of  tha  GoTemad,**  ate  We  can  refnae  to  pay  all  taxes,  and,  like  the  Engllah 
dissenters,  snffer  our  goods  to  be  seized  ami  t-o\d,  if  need  be.  Such  mauife«tatloDs 
would  appeal  to  a  class  of  mlnd»  that  now  take  uo  note  of  our  Conventions  or  their  prc- 
ceadlnga ;  who  naf«r  dream,  afon,  that  woman  thlnka  herealf  defranded  of  a  alngla 
right.  The  trades  and  professions  are  all  open  to  us  ;  let  us  quietly  cuter  make  our- 
aclves,  if  not  rich  and  famous,  at  least  indepeudent  and  respectable.  Many  of  them  are 
quite  proper  to  woman,  and  some  peculiarly  ao.  As  merchants,  poetmasters,  and  silver* 
amltha,  taaahen,  preachers,  and  pbysidana,  woman  baa  alraady  proved  hcrHolf  fully  com- 
petenf.  Who  an  well  fitted  to  fill  the  pulpits  of  our  day  as  woman?  All  admit  her  supe- 
rior to  mou  iu  the  affectiou6,lhigh  moral  sentimuote,  and  religious  enUiUblaj>m  ;  and  so 
long  aa  onr  popular  fhaology  and  raaaon  are  at  loggerfaaada,  wa  hava  no  ncad  of  acuta 
metaphysician^^  or  skillful  logiciauH  in  our  puIplLs.  We  w.uit  thoaowho  caa  maka  Iho 
most  effective  appealti  to  our  imaginatioua,  our  hopes  and  fears. 

Again,  aa  physicians.  How  deafimUhl  ara  adncatad  woman  in  thla  fwolaaalont  Qtn 
her  knowledge  commansnrate  with  har  natural  qualiflcations,  and  than  ia  no  poiltloa 
wonisin  could  assume  that  would  be  so  pre-eminently  useful  to  her  race  at  large,  and  her 
own  sex  in  particular,  as  that  of  ministering  angel  to  the  sick  aud  ultlicted  ;  au  augel, 
not  eapabla  of  «ynipatliy  mmly*  hnt  armad  with  tha  power  to  rallavt  aoffering  and  pre- 
vent di»ea<»e.  The  science  of  Ob-^totrics  ia  a  braneh  of  the  profession  which  phould  be 
monopolized  by  woman.  The  fact  that  It  la  now  almost  wholly  iu  the  hands  of  the  male 
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pracUtioner,  i8  an  outrage  on  cooimou  decency  that  notbing  but  the  Qrant  eutlam  can 

tlnpulshcd  indlvldnal  first  to  make  the  Innovation  on  this  ancient,  tlme-flanctlfled  cus- 
toaot  WM  no  lew  a  pei«oaaf(e  tlian  a  court  proetUate,  the  DucbeM  ot  ViUien,  a  teTorite 
m!ttr«M  of  Lonft  XIV.  of  Vrmaoe.**  TMsliafannidaUireyflfaiid  prodQcttTeofuaeli  Ibh 
moralUy,  misery,  and  crime.  Bat  now  thai  MttecolkgM  are  open  to  woman,  and  the 
"  Female  MedlciU  College  of  Penneylvanla  "  has  been  established  for  onr  sei  exolunlvely, 
I  hope  this  coatom  may  be  abolished  as  apeedlly  as  poaaible,  for  no  excoae  can  be  found 
forltieoirtliiii«ao^tefhewaiiiorkM»irlidgend  akffilttow  IlMeawtonM, 
the  existence  of  this  custom  ar]crnf*9  «  much  greater  want  of  delicacy  and  rellnemant  to 
woman,  than  would  the  practice  of  the  profeaiioa  by  her  in  all  Ita  variona  braochea. 

But  the  great  woik  before  na  to  the  edneatkm  of  thoaa  Joat  eomliiiKoii  the  ataire  of 
action.  Begin  with  the  girls  of  to-day,  and  In  twenty  years  we  can  reyolatlonlie  thla 
Qation.  The  childhood  of  woman  must  be  free  and  untmmmeled.  The  girl  must  be 
allowed  to  romp  and  play,  climb,  akate,  and  swim ;  her  clothing  moat  be  more  like  thai 
off  llie  boy — itrong,  looae-flttina;  garmenta,  thick  hoota,  et&«  that  she  maj  be  out  at  all 
times,  and  enter  freely  Into  all  kinds  of  sports.  Teach  her  to  go  alone,  by  nigfat  and  day» 
If  need  be,  on  the  lonely  hifl^way,  or  through  tba  busy  ctrceta  of  the  crowded  metropoUa. 
The  manner  In  which  all  courage  and  ealf-vdiaDee  to  edneatod  out  of  the  gM,  ber  path 
portrayed  with  dnnt^era  and  difflcnllics  that  never  exist.  Is  melancholy  indeed.  Hett^r, 
far,  aofler  oocaalonal  inanlta  or  die  outright,  than  live  the  life  of  a  coward^  or  neyer  more 
without  a  protestor.  The  beat  protector  any  woman  oan  have,  one  that  will  serve  her 
•t  all  tlmeaand  In  all  plaeaa,  is  courage;  this  ahe  most  get  by  her  own  experience,  and 
experience  comes  by  exposnre.  Let  the  girl  be  thoroughly  developed  in  bod^'  aud  soul, 
not  modeled,  like  a  piece  uf  clay,  after  aome  artidclal  specimen  uf  humanity,  with  a  body 
like  aome  plate  to  Qodey^abookof  fubloii,  and  a  mliid  after  the  typa  of  IklhorOrasoiy** 
pattern  daufirhtcrs,  londed  down  with  the  traditions,  proprieties,  iind  rientlmentalittaaof 
generationa  of  silly  motbera  and  grandmothers,  but  left  free  to  be,  to  grow,  to  fed,  to 
think,  to  aet.  Devetopment  la  one  thtng*  that  syitein  ot  cramping,  realraioing,  tortortog; 
perverting,  and  mystlfjring,  called  education,  is  qnlte  another.  We  have  had  women 
enongh  befooled  under  the  one  system,  pray  let  na  try  the  other.  The  giri  must  eariy 
be  Impressed  with  the  idea  that  abc  is  to  be  "  a  band,  not  a  moulh  a  worker,  and  not  a 
drone,  to  tb«  great  hive  of  human  activity.  Like  the  boy,  ahe  moat  be  ttngbt  tolook 
forward  to  a  life  of  self-dej^endence,  and  early  prepare  heraelf  for  aome  trade  or  pro- 
feaaion.  Woman  has  relied  henstofore  too  entirely  for  her  anpport  on  the  nMdZe— that 
one-ejred  demon  Of  deatmetton  that  dayattathovaandaannttally;  that  evfl  gentaa  of  onr 
aex,  which,  in  spite  of  all  our  devotion,  will  never  make  na  healthy,  wealthy,  or  wise. 

Teach  the  girl  it  la  no  pitrt  of  her  life  to  cater  to  the  prejudloea  of  those  around  her. 
Make  her  independent  of  pubUtt  aeuttanent,  bgr  eboirlniif  Inr  bow  trorthleas  and  rotten  a 
tMngtt  la.  It  Is  a  eettl^  ailom  with  me,  after  much  examination  and  reflection,  timfe 
public  sentiment  is  false  on  every  subject.  Yet  what  a  tyrant  it  is  over  ns  all,  woman 
specially,  whose  veiy  life  la  to  please,  whoae  highest  ambition  is  to  be  approved.  But 
onea  oatnga  tbto  tyiani,  plaee  fouielf  bayood  bto  Jvriadletton,  taate  tba  Joj  of  Itoa 
thought  and  action,  and  how  powerless  la  his  mio  over  yon!  hta  aceptre  lies  broken  at 
joor  feet }  hia  very  babblings  of  condemnation  are  sweet  muaic  to  your  ears ;  his  darkening 
frown  to  anniMna  to  yoarbeart,  for  they  tell  of  your  lilumph  and  bto  diseomfort  Think 
you,  women  Mna  educated  would  long  remain  the  Weak,  dependent  beings  we  now  And 
them  ?  By  no  means.  Depend  upon  It,  they  would  soon  aettle  for  themselves  this  whole 
question  of  Woman's  Bigfata.  As  educated  capitalists  and  skillful  laborers,  they  would 
not  baloof  to  finding  their  tmalavel  to  poUtleal  and  aoetollUi. 
8bwu  VauJk  Jfi%  un.  &  0.  Buanw, 


Ist.  Itaiolved,  That  In  the  proposition  affirmed  by  the  nation  to  be  Belf-e^•1dently  true, 
that  "  all  men  are  created  equal,"  the  word  Man  "  la  a  general  term,  iocludlog  the 
wboto  laoa,  wnboot  dlattoetlon  of  sex. 

3d.  RfidtTd,  That  this  equality  of  the  sexes  most  extend,  and  does  extend,  to  righU 
personal,  social,  legal,  political,  industrial,  and  religious,  todudlng^  of  oouiae,  repreaen* 
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tatioD  in  the  Government,  the  elective  franchise,  free  choice  in  occupations,  and  an  Im- 
ftutial  dlstrflMrtloii  of  flM  mnnd  of  efflort;  aad  In  lefci^nee  to  dl  Onw  fMurUeiilan, 
woman  has  the  same  ripht  to  chooee  hrr  sphere  of  action,  as  man  to  choose  At*. 

3d.  EetoUvtii^  That  since  every  haman  being  has  an  individual  sphere,  and  that  la 
the  lar)i;est  be  or  the  can  flD,  no  one  haa  the  ilgfat  to  detennfaie  the  proper  sphere  of 
another. 

4th.  Betcivedy  That  the  assertion  of  these  rights  for  woman,  equally  with  man,  involTet 
the  doctrine  that  she,  equally  with  him,  should  be  protected  in  their  erereite, 

5th.  JSnolMd,  That  we  do  not  beUeve  aniy  lefcal  or  political  restriction  neee—iy  to  pre- 
serve the  distinctive  character  of  woman,  and  that  in  demanding  for  women  eqnallty  of 
^  TlghtM  with  their  fathers,  husbands,  brothers,  and  6ons,  we  neither  deny  that  distincUve 
dnraeter,  nor  wteh  them  to  avoid  «ny  dnty,  or  to  ley  eride  that  ftailntee  ddiceey  whieh 
legitimately  belongs  to  them  as  mothers,  wives,  sistcra,  and  daughters. 

6th.  Semdved,  That  to  perfect  the  marriage  union  and  provide  for  the  inevitable  vlclssi* 
tudcs  of  life,  the  individuality  of  both  parties  should  be  equally  and  dlaUnetlvely  recog- 
nised by  the  parties  themselves,  and  by  the  law.^  of  the  land  ;  and,  therefore,  juf'tice  and 
the  highest  regurd  for  the  Interests  of  eoclctr  require  that  our  laws  be  so  amended,  that 
married  women  may  be  permitted  to  conduct  busioesa  on  thoir  own  account ;  to  acquire, 
liold,  tafcet,  and  diepoee  of  property  In  their  own  aeperato  and  tndlTtdoal  rigbt,  enhjeek 
to  all  correspondintr  nnd  appropri.ito  obHtjatlonB. 

7th.  Retolved^  That  the  clause  of  the  CousUtution  of  the  Stoto  of  Ohio,  which  declares 
that**  an  men  hare  the  ifg^rtof  acquiring  and  possessing  property,"  IsTtoteled  by  th» 
judicial  doetrine  that  the  labor  of  the  wife  is  the  proportj  of  tlie  Iraaband. 

8th.  Hexoived,  That  in  the  gi'neral  Pcantii>t»*o  of  eorapens'at.ion  of  womniiM  labor,  the 
restrictionB  Imposed  by  custom  and  public  opinion  upon  her  choice  of  employments,  and 
her  oppovtnnltlee  of  earning  mooef  ,  aad  the  laws  and  eoelal  tuegea  which  regvtato  tlie 
dletribntfon  of  property  as  between  men  and  women,  have  produced  n  pecuniary  de- 
pendence of  woman  upon  man,  widely  aud  deeply  injurious  in  many  ways ;  and  not  the 
least  of  an  In  too  often  perverting  marriage,  which  shonld  be  a  holy  relation  growing 
out  of  spiritual  affinities,  into  a  mere  bargain  and  sale — n  means  to  woman  of  aaauHi^a. 
subsistence  and  a  home,  and  to  man  of  obtaining  a  kitchen  drudge  or  a  parlor  ornament 

0th.  Betolved,  That  sacred  and  inestimable  in  value  as  are  the  rights  which  we  assert  for 
woman,  their  possesaloo  and  exercise  arc  not  the  ultimate  end  wc  aim  at;  for  rights  are 
not  ends,  but  only  means  to  ends,  implying  duties,  and  are  to  be  demao^d  In  order  that 
duties  may  be  performed. 

lOlh.  Bmobftd^  That  God,  In  constitnting  woman  the  mother  of  mankind,  made  her  n 
living  Providence,  to  produce,  nonrl^h,  guanl,  and  trovem  Hft:  be-t  and  nnblect  work 
firom  helpleae  Infancy  to  adult  years.  Having  endowed  her  with  faculties  ample,  but  no 
more  than  snffletent,  for  the  perfOrmanee  oC  Iwr  great  woric.  He  requires  of  her,  ae  essen- 
tially neceAsar)-  to  its  performance,  the  fall  dovelopment  of  those  faculties. 

11th.  Jtrmlird.  That  wc  do  not  charge  woman's  deprivation  of  her  rights  upon  man 
alone,  for  woman  also  has  contribnt4:'d  to  this  result ;  and  as  both  have  sinned  together, 
we  esil  on  botti  to  repent  together,  tlisk  tlw  wrang  dono  bjbottt  msf,  hf  tiu  ulted 
oxarttons  of  both,  be  undone. 

Wm  Nathhul  Woiuir**  BioBn  Otnmdranm,  Olbvblaiio^  Qim^  UHl 
1st.  JBetolved,  Hist  by  flnman  Bights,  we  mean  natural  Rights,  in  contadlilbMlioii  to 
conventional  usages,  and  that  beeanse  Woman  la  a  Human  bcdi^  dM,  tktr^fbn,  hu 

Haman  Bights. 

9d.  Jiwofawt,  That  because  wobmu  Is  s  humaa  being,  and  man  Is  no  more,  she  liss,  by 

virtue  of  her  cunsUtntional  nature,  equal  rights  with  man  ;  and  that  state  of  society  must 
neceaaarUy  be  wrong  which  does  not,  In  its  usages  end  institottons,  altord  eqnalopipor- 
toidties  for  Hie  enjoyment  and  proteeUott  of  these  Rtgbla. 

4A.  Snolved^  That  the  common  law,  by  giving  the  husband  the  custody  of  the  wife's 
person,  does  virtually  place  her  on  a  level  with  criminals,  Innntics,  und  fools,  since  these 
are  the  only  classes  of  adult  persons  over  which  the  law-makers  have  thought  It  neces- 
Miy  to  plsee  kflspefSk 
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(fttu  SmdML,  That  If  It  be  tnw.  In  the  language  of  John  C.  Cdhovn,  Chat  **he  who 

digs  the  money  out  oT  the  poll,  hn-;  !i  rfL'lit  to  It  a}fnin«t  the  imfvcr-c,"  then  thr  laiv  which 
givM  to  the  husbaud  the  power  tu  use  aud  coutrol  tlic  ctu-uiogb  of  the  wife,  makes  rol>- 
bery  legal,  and  ta  as  mean  as  It  is  nnjiiat. 

6th.  Rtsolt<ed,  That  woman  will  eooocst  free  herself  from  the  legal  dlsabflitlea  ahe 
now  suffiTH,  hy  f*'ciirfng  the  right  to  the  elective  franchise,  thus  bccominff  hernelf  a  law- 
maker; aud  Liiiit  to  this  end  we  will  petitlou  our  respective  State  Legiolaturc:  to  call 
eonTentiona  to  anend  their  Conatltntiona,  00  that  the  lig^t  to  Che  deetlve  ftaneUae  ahaU 
not  be  Itmft<'i1  by  the  word  "  mnlo." 

7th.  Iteaoived,  That  there  ift  ncitlier  JosUce  nor  aound  polic/  in  the  present  amnge- 
meota  of  aodety,  reatricting  women  to  ao  oomparatlvelj  a  nairow  range  of  employmenta ; 
excluding  them  from  those  which  are  most  lucrative ;  and  even  in  those  to  which  they* 
are  admitted,  awarding  them  a  compensation  letw,  generally  bj  oae>liaU  or  two-thlrda, 
than  is  paid  to  mou  for  au  equal  stmoant  of  service  rendered. 

Sth.  Aaofaad;  TlwC,  although  the  qneatlon  of  the  inteUeetnal  atnngCh  and  attahmcnta 
of  woman  has  nothing;  to  do  witli  the  acttlument  of  their  rights,  yet  In  reply  to  the  oft- 
repeated  ioquiiy,  Have  women,  b;  nature,  the  same  force  of  Intellect  with  men  f "  wq 
win  reply,  that  tbia  toqnJiy  can  never  be  aiMwered  tfll  women  ibdl  baYO  aaeb  tralnlni^ 
as  shall  >jive  their  phj  sk  ul  uiid  liitelk-t  tual  powers  as  full  diipnrtunitics  for  development, 
by  being  as  heavily  taxed  and  all  tbolr  resources  a«  fuilj  called  fortb»  aa  are  now  tho«o 
of  man. 

Mr.  Garrison,  on  being  called  for,  repUed  that  the  leaoliitloiia  would  do  for  his  speech 

to-night,  and  read  as  follows  : 

1st.  iiesotosd,  That  the  natural  rights  of  one  human  being,  are  those  of  every  other,  in 
ell  eaaea  eqoalljr  aaered  and  Inalienable;  hence  the  boaated  "Kigbta  of  Man,**aboat 

which  we  hear  so  much,  an-  gimi  ly  tin-  "  Riijlits  of  Woman,"  of  which  we  hear  bo  little  ; 
or,  in  other  worda,  they  ore  the  Bights  of  Humanity,  neither  aflccted  by,  nor  dependent 
upon,  sex  or  oondltion. 

2d.  Retolved,  That  those  who  deride  the  claims  of  woman  to  a  full  racognitloia  of 
her  civil  rights  and  politiriil  equality,  exhibit  the  spirit  which  tyrants  and  ■osurpers  have 
displayed  In  all  ages  toward  the  mass  of  mankind ;  strike  at  the  fonndattou  of  all  truly 
free  and  eqnltable  gofwomeDt ;  contend  for  a  aeznal  artatoeracj,  which  la  aa  liiatlonal 
nnd  unjust  in  principle,  as  that  of  wealth  and  hereditary  descent,  and  ahOw  thcir  aj^pfO* 
ciatioD  of  liberty  to  be  wholly  oue^ded  and  sapremely  aelflsb. 

8d.  JSwofasrf,  That  for  the  men  of  tbIa  land  to  dabn  ftir  themaelTea  the  eleetlTe  ftaa- 
chise,  and  the  right  to  choose  their  own  rulers  itiid  ciiiu  t  thetrown  laws,  as  essential  to 
their  fn-fdom,  ^.-ifety,  and  weIfnrL\  an  J  thuu  to  drprlve  all  the  women  uf  all  thesp  saf<^- 
guards,  boleiy  ou  the  grouud  of  a  dillereuce  of  sex,  is  to  evince  the  pride  of  self-esteem, 
the  meaimeaB  of  nrarpation,  and  the  foUy  of  a  adf -aaanmed  anpertorttj. 

4th.  Jteaoltvd,  That  woman,  as  well  as  man,  bus  a  riijht  to  tlic  highest  mental  and 
phjalcal  development;  to  the  most  ample  educational  advantages ;  to  the  oceupaucy  of 
whatever  poalttim  ahe  can  reach.  Id  Gburcfa  and  State,  In  adenoe  aisd  art,  in  poetry  and 
nosic.  In  painting  and  sculptare.  In  dvil  Jurisprudence  and  political  economy,  and  in  all 
the  varied  departments  of  human  Industry,  enterprise,  and  skill ;  to  the  elective  fran- 
chise, and  to  a  voice  in  the  aduiioistratiou  of  justice,  aud  the  passage  of  laws  for  the 
gmenl  wdfare. 

5th.  If'^'ifr  <1,  That  to  pretend  that  the  granting'  of  these  claims  would  t«'t)d  to  make 
woman  less  amiable  and  attractive,  less  regardful  of  her  peculiar  duties  aud  obligations  as 
wifb  and  mother,  a  wanderer  from  her  proper  aphere,  bringing  eonfbdon  Into  domeatle 
Ufe,  and  strife  Into  the  public  assembly,  in  the  cant  of  Papal  Rome  as  to  the  discordant 
and  iufldel  tendencies  of  the  right  of  private  Judgment  in  mattera  of  faith  ;  is  the  outcry 
of  legitimacy  as  to  the  incapacity  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves ;  is  the  false  alle- 
gMthma  whieh  addah  and  ttmld  conaervatiam  la  over  naUnfc  agalnat  every  now  naeaaiin 
of  reform,  and  has  no  foundation  In  reaBou,  experience,  fact,  or  philosophy. 

6th.  Metolved^  That  the  consequences  arising  from  the  exclusion  of  woman  from  the 
poaaeaaloQ  and  cxeretoe  of  hernatordrlghta  and  the  cidtfvatloD  of  her  mentd  ftcvltlea, 
have  been  ealamitourt  to  the  whole  human  race  :  making  her  servile,  dependent,  unwom- 
anly; the  Victim  of  a  false  gallantly  on  the  one  band,  and  of  tyrannoasaabjectlon  on  tba 
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other;  obstructing  Iwr  mental  growth,  crippling  her  physical  developnait,  and  inca- 
pacitating her  for  sreiieml  usefulness ;  and  thus  inflicting  an  injury  npon  all  bom  of 
wonukDf  and  cultivating  iu  man  a  lordlj  and  arrogant  spirit,  a  love  of  dominion,  a  dls< 
podttoo  to  ll^fly  ngaid  her  cmnfort  and  hapidiieM,  all  whidt  have  been  fndtilged  to  a 

fearful  extent,  to  the  curiie  of  his  own  soul  and  the  do^ecratlnn  of  lier  nntTir*-. 

7th.  JUtolved,  That  so  long  as  the  most  ii^orant,  degraded,  and  worlhlesa  men  are 
freelj  admitted  to  the  ballot-box,  and  practically  aclniowledged  to  be  competent  to  de- 
termloe  who  ahall  be  )n  office  and  how  the  Oovcmment  shall  be  administered,  it  is  pre- 
posterous to  prf-toiid  that  women  are  not  qualitied  to  use  the  elective  franchlae,  and  that 
the/  aro  flbouly  to  be  recognized,  politically  spealcing,  a'^  non  ccnnprn  mentit. 

Rebsooa  M.  SAirroBO  to  thb  Clbvilamu  Comvbmtjon. 

Nsw  LomxMr,  ^vmooK  Cow,  a,  (Mote*  S,  18881 

Fmnonie  ov  Rstorm  : — Not  betng  preeent  at  the  ConTantloD,  I  can  bat  ezpreas  mj 

Interest  by  a  few  linpn. 

The  mere  question  of  woina&*a  civil  rights  Is  not  a  deep  one,  for  it  ia  a  natural  one. 
and  eloaely  follows  her  ulisloo  to  thif  worid.  She  wae  not  ereated  anytMnj?  die  than  a 

helpmeet  to  man,  and  where  to  limit  that  asnlHtanee  there  is  no  nilo  In  nature,  except 
lier  physical  functions ;  then  i»  a  limU  to  law,  but  whether  the  law  has  the  right  to  place 
her  where  she  is,  is  the  question.  It  must  be  conceded  that  the  law  has  drawn  too  great 
an  inference  from  her  ancient  social  attitude,  and  from  present  cnatora  and  prejudice. 
But  has  the  law  the  right  to  be  projudiced—oujfht  it  notto  atand  pure,  and  nf)Me,  and 
magnanimous,  founded  on  the  natuml  rights  of  the  human  soalt  The  law  grants  woman 
inoteetloo ;  ft  elao  granU  negroes*  animala,  and  property  protection  to  their  eertalo 

•phcres.    It  i^vc3  no  more  to  woman. 

Woman's  sphere  1a  her  capability  of  performing  her  duty  to  hereelf,  her  family,  and  to 
«odety,  taking  -i  lf  preaerTation  aa  the  first  law  of  her  nature.  At  preaeot  she  doee  not 
fnlly  act  in  her  sphere.  The  lid  of  the  ballot-box  sbutsoutmore  tbananO>half  of  her  duty 
to  herself,  fnmily,  and  society.  The  eye  of  the  law  is  diseased,  and  woman  roust  be  made 
assistant  occuiist,  to  render  that  eye  pare  and  aingle-sigbted.  Let  not  this  Convontioa 
^loie  Qntn  eome  way  and  means  are  decided  npon  to  saonre  woomb*s  vote  at  the  polls. 

Tlio  propriety  or  Impropriety  of  thp  same  place  andbOKtadOthnrObJeetiOiBi,  OttlhediS* 
posed  of  in  a  ahort  time,  a6  occasion  requires. 
This  done,  the  moMtar  «vfls  of  soelefy.  Intemperance,  etc.,  can  be  handled  witti  uof 

gloved  hands. 

At  this  time,  as  far  as  custom,  made  potent  by  law,  permits  woman  to  lend  her  sons 
on  in  the  Journey  of  life,  she  Iiecps  them  pure  and  unspotted  from  the  world ;  but  wbero 
ahe  lenvea  oil;  hetU'a  avonnea  are  opened,  and  num  too  often  leads  ttien  thnmgh. 

Allow  nif,  iH  OTIC  who  ha-^  b  cii  (ibll|fed  to  look  up'iti  our  Conventions  from  many 
poinU  of  obeorvatiou,  and  tu  notii  their  effects  upon  the  community  by  actual  communi- 
cation with  thai  eommonity ;  as  one  who  fnU  identllled  In  principle  and  purpose,  to 
aagiCMt  pecftefc  unity  and  but  few  resolutions,  and  those  well-digested  and  fully  acted 
upon.  Beware  of  uUraifmt.  Give  a  high  tone  and  elevation  to  your  deliberations  ;  bring 
out  the  true,  the  beautiful,  the  diviue  of  your  own  souls,  to  meet  the  true,  the  grand, 
4he  dlftoe  Insplmttooa  of  this  sgUation. 

One  Oiintj  else  I  would  strongly  recommend.  Let  no  gentleman  be  appointed  to  office 
In  the  Cunveution,  or  by  the  Cktnvention.  Ton  will  then  secure  yourselvea  from  outside 
coarseness, and s(«ars to yonrsdvesgrwlerreapeetllrom the pahOe  at iMgei  Ifjoado 
not  come  to  thu  n     you  will  heohUgod  to  eoHM  tottlMfon  you  veoetTO  the  eredlfc for 

A  wisdom  you  JUhUy  deserve. 
May  Qod  guide  you  and  bless  yon. 

Tovn,  atraqgfn the tlght^  BmooA  M.  SaxKon. 

Sizni  NMtMnrAL  WoHin't-Bman  CmmRnnr,  CkmmrAn,  Omto,  tSOft. 

opriona : 
JVeajdsfri— Martha  C.  Wright,  New  Turk. 

Fius-JVeildwits— gmeetfaie  L.  Boee,  NewToik;  Jimea  MMt,  VtmujinaSMi  Jmum 

D.  Oage,  Missouri  ;  II;innah  Tracy  Cutler,  Emily  RobllUOn,  OUo ;  Knphemla Cochrsin, 
Mtehlgan;  FauUna  Wright  Davis,  Bhode  Island. 
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AmImm  (hmmUm'^Lwy  BI006  Bbdnrdl,  Ohio;  Lncfall*  Holt,  BsimigflTiiiit; 

Josephine  S.  Grifflng,  Adelaide  Swift,  Henry  B.  BUckwell,  Ohio. 


Whskeas,  All  men  tre  created  eqtui  and  endowed  with  certain  Initlleoalile  rlghtti  md 
that  among  thcae  tn  life,  liberty,  and  the  panuit  of  happiueas ;  and, 
WmrBBAB,  To  Mcnre  Umm  rights  goyernmnits  are  biatitated  turaa;  Ummb,  deririag 

Ihelr  Just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed  ;  therefore 

JtetUved,  That  the  legiaiators  of  these  United  States  are  self -convicted  of  the  giCieatm 
Injustice  and  of  ioconsistency  with  ttaetr  own  admitted  principle*,  while  th^y  rataM 
these  rights  to  women. 

Jieaolt<ed,  Thut  taxation  without  representation  Is  tyranny. 

Muolved,  That  la  accordance  with  an  uuiverbally  admitted  aud  seU<«Yfdeot  truth, 
irooMii  ihoiild  font§»  fhe  deettve  trtmUat^  u  t  buis  of  ill  l^il  and  poUHMl  lii^to, 
as  the  only  efTectlve  protection  of  fhfllr  iDtorMti,  w  ft  ramedy  agidnftl  prawiit  oppwftitoB, 
•ad  M  a  achool  tat  character. 

Jlwalwif,  Thai  the  right  to  acquire  knoirledge  ehoidd  be  Bndted  only  by  the  eapedty 
of  the  fndiTldual ;  and,  tberefure,  we  deprecate,  t  i  i  i  ially,  that  social  usage,  ioezonhle 
as  a  written  statute,  which  excludes  woman  from  all  our  best  colleges,  universities, 
achoola  of  law,  medldue,  and  divinity,  and  that  we  demand  equal  scholastic  advantages 
Hot  our  daqKbtaii  end  our  mnm;  Oifttwhfleonly  Uyweoator  fbeone  hundred  eodflfly 
American  colleges  arc  open  to  women,  and  while  every  avenue  to  sclentlflc  and  prnfes- 
•iooal  culture  is  dosed  against  her,  it  is  unfair  to  Judge  woman  by  the  same  intellectual 
eteadatd  M  ttM^  and  tmpMribte  to  delue  ft  Unit  to  her  oi^eelll^ 

JBesoIseii,  That  the  Inadequate  compenaatlon  wiildi  the  labor  of  women  now  commands, 
is  the  source  of  inexproHsiblc  individual  misery  and  social  demomlinition ;  that  inas- 
much  as  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  will  always  regulate  the  remuneration  of  labor, 
the  dtvenNy  of  femilo  omploTiDODti  and  her  fk«e  aoeeia  to  creij  hnmoh  of  boeiiMeii  are 
iadiq^eoiftbto  to  the  Tlitae^  hftpptawii,  ftod  wtfMieliig  of  aoelel^ 


OHAPTBB  VIII. 
MAMACBUSBTTS. 

Wwreetter  OmnenHim,  18B0. 
Najus  or  PtoftOMft  mro  SranD  m  Oakl  or  IffiOl 

IEAIftAiOUimTTIi» 


Ln^BtOBft, 


R  8.  T^feftBOTt 

Mary  M.  Brooks, 
T.  W.  Higglnsoo, 
Ifery  S.  HIiigitDeoBf 
Emily  Wlnslow, 
B.  Waldo  Bmerson, 
William  Lu  Qairlson, 
Helen  E.  Oarrleon, 
Charles  F.  Hofigr, 
Sarah  Sarle, 
AbbrKMer 


Dr.  Beth  Rogeie, 
EUia  F.  Taft, 
Dr.  A.  C.  Taft, 
Ghailee  K,  Wh^lo, 

Mary  Ballard, 
Emma  C.  Goodwin, 
Abby  Price, 
Thankful  Soathwkk, 
Elixa  J.  Kcnney, 
Louisa  M.  Bewail, 
flandhSouthwWk. 


Wni.  H.  Cbauning, 
Harriot  K.  Hunt, 
A.  BroBMo  Aleotti 
Nathaniel  Barney, 
Eliza  Barney, 


Wendell  PhUlips, 
Ann  Greene  PhflUpi, 

Adin  Ballon, 


Anna  Q.  T.  Parsons, 
]lei7B.I..OU>ot, 


Paulina  W.  DaTis, 
Joeepb  A.  Bnkwr, 


8fti«b  H.  WbttaMB, 

Thomas  Davis, 


Qoor|e  CleriN^ 
Mary  Adams, 
Qeocge  Adaaao. 
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NSW  TORK. 


Gerrit  Smith, 
Nancy  Smith, 
SHnbetb  G.  fltutoo, 
Catharine  WOUoioii, 
Samuel  J.  May, 
Charlotte  C.  May, 


BHnbeth&lOllflr, 

Elizabeth  Kussell, 
Stephen  Smith, 


Bosa  Smith, 


Charlotte  G.  CoOll, 
Maiy  Q.  Taber, 


Joseph  Saragf^ 
L.  M.  Fowler, 
Lydta¥bwlar, 

Sarah  Smith, 


OhackaD.  Millar. 


Sarah  Tvnrlnlp, 
Warner  Justice, 
Httlilah  jMtkw, 


WfllUm  Elder, 
Sunh  Elder, 


Wnuam  SwlflilMln, 


JneO.  BwMielm, 

Ghariotte  Darlington, 
Simon  Baniard, 
Lucre  tia  Mott, 
Jtawllott, 
W.  6.  Fierce, 


Kyim  TowoMBd, 


Hamnh  DtrUngton, 
SarehD.  Benurd. 


Mary  Orew, 

Sarah  Lewis, 
Sarah  Fugh, 


MARTULND. 


Jin.  EUia  Stewart. 


OHIO. 


Elizabeth  WUsoo, 
Mary  A.  Johnson, 

OIlfWJolllliOD, 


Mary  Cowlea, 
Marfa  L.  Giddinga, 
JanaBUnlMthJoiiaB, 


Benjamin  8.  Jonea, 
Ladoa  A.  Hine, 
Sylvia  OomeU. 


Biaouonoiii. 


Wendell  FUlllpa  pieanited,  from  the  Doitneaa  Oomoitttee,  tiie  fdlowliig  resolutlooa  x 

Jiftolved,  That  every  human  beln^j  of  full  age,  and  realdent  for  a  pn>per  leii^'th  of  time 
on  the  soil  of  the  nation,  who  la  requlretl  to  obey  law,  is  entitled  to  a  voice  in  Its  enact- 
neota;  thai  evary  audi  peraon,  whoae  propeity  or  labor  la  taxed  for  tiie  aapport  of  the 

government,  la  entitled  to  a  direct  share  in  such  government;  therefore, 

Baohtdf  That  women  are  clearly  entitled  to  the  right  of  euifnige,  and  to  be  conaldercd 
eligible  to  olBee ;  the  omission  to  demand  which  on  her  part,  is  a  j>alpable  recreancy  to 
duty,  and  the  denial  of  vhidi  Is  a  gross  usurpation,  on  the  part  of  man,  no  longer  to  be 
endured  ;  and  thsit  every  party  which  claims  to  represent  the  humanity,  civilization,  and 
progress  of  the  age,  la  bound  to  inscribe  on  ita  banners,  "  Equality  before  the  law,  with- 
out dfatinotton  of  aez  or  eolor.** 

Be9difd,Thdt  political  rights  acknowled;;*'  no  teoc,  Mid,  thenfUfl^  thO  WOtd '* male  " 
should  be  striciten  from  every  State  Constitution. 

Jbsofmstf,  That  the  laws  of  property,  as  affecting  married  parties,  demand  a  tborongb 
reviaal,  so  tliat  all  rights  may  Im  equal  between  them  ;  that  the  wife  may  have,  during 
life,  an  equul  control  over  the  property  gained  by  tlieir  mutual  toll  and  sactiflccs,  bo  heir 
io  her  husband  precisely  to  the  same  extent  that  he  is  heir  to  her,  and  entitled  ut  her 
death  to  dlapoae  hy  will  of  the  aaao  abare  ot  the  joint  property  aa  he  la. 

BufAved,  Tliiit  since  the  proHpect  of  honorable  and  useful  employment,  In  after  life, 
for  the  faculties  we  are  laboring  to  discipline,  is  the  keenest  stimulus  to  fidelity  in  the 
use  of  educational  adTantages,  and  since  the  best  edneatton  la  what  we  give  oarselves  In 
the  stmgglefl,  employments,  and  discipline  of  life  ;  tlierefore,  it  is  impossible  that  woman 
should  malce  full  use  of  the  instruction  already  accorded  to  her,  or  that  her  career 
should  do  Justice  to  her  faculties,  until  the  avenues  to  the  v.;riotis  civil  and  profesatonid 
anployBienta  are  thrown  t^ien  to  aronsa  her  ambition  and  eall  forth  all  her  nature. 

Re*oiv€<J,  That  even.-  cfTort  to  educate  woman,  until  you  accord  to  her  her  rights,  and 
arouse  her  conscience  by  the  weight  of  her  responsibilities,  is  futile,  and  a  waste  of  labor. 

AmoM;  That  the  cause  we  bare  met  to  advocato— the  dalm  for  woman  of  all  her 
natural  and  dvO  ilghhH-bids  us  remember  the  two  mlllioniOfalavn  women  at  the  South, 
the  most  prossl)'  wronged  and  foully  onfnii^eil  of  all  women  ;  and  In  every  effort  for  an 
Improvement  in  our  dviUzation,  we  will  bear  iu  our  heart  of  hearts  the  memory  of  th« 
trampled  womanhood  of  tho  piantntlow,  and  omit  no  eflbit  to  nlso  U  to  nsbara  in  the 
rlgbts  we  dsim  for  oniselTee. 
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Fmm  1fn.iwiro  A.  Bfovoso. 

Fauliha  Wmoht  Datis.— Ditar  Jfodom.— I  Uke  the  liberty  of  enclcwliig  yon  tD  «r- 
tnel  from  alOBf  epistle  I  have  jast  recelTed  from  Helene  Marie  Weber.  It  epemlu  of  mei> 
ter  InteresUnp  to  us  all,  and  I  ask  of  you  the  fayor  to  submit  it  to  the  Convention.  Miss 
Weber,  ae  a  literary  character,  staada  tn  the  front  ranlc  of  essayifits  in  France.  She  haa 
labored  saahnuly  to  behalf  of  her  eex,  as  her  mmeroui  tmeta  on  rab>eeie  of  reform  bear 
test imony.  No  writer  of  the  preaent  ajj^,  pcrhnps,  has  dotio  more  to  exalt  woma.ii  Umn 
she  bas  by  ber  powerful  essays.  My  peraonal  knowledge  of  Misa  Weber  enables  nie  to 
speak  conlldeoUy  of  ber  private  character.  It  la  ntterly  false  that  the  la  a  maacalioe 
woman.  Her  deportment  is  strictly  UUly-Uke,  modest,  and  nnaanmiimc,  and  her  name 
is  beyond  reproach.  She  is  a  Protectant  of  tbe  Lutheran  Older;  emmpUiy  In  aU  her 
religioua  duUee,  and  unaffectedly  pious  and  beneroleat. 

8he  h,  as  yon  are  donMleaa  aware,  a  pnustleal  aiprlcnltnrlst.  Tbe  entire  bnalneaa  of  her 

farm  I.?  c on dnrtfd  by  herself,  and  she  has  been  i-mlnf  n*h' snccossfal.  She  ha.s  prnv.'"(i 
the  capad^  of  woman  for  business  pumiiis.  Her  aucce^s  in  this  vocatioa  is  a  practical 
aiirament  worth  a  fhooaand  theorlfli.  I  tnd  no  difficulty  with  hot  beeanae  afae  dreaaee 
like  a  man.  Her  dress  ha»  not  ch&nf^ed  her  nature.  Those  who  oensuru  ber  for  aban- 
doning the  female  dress,  make  up  their  jiulpTfrient  withont  proper  rcflrrtinn.  She  haa 
violated  no  custom  of  ber  own  country,  and  baa  merely  acted  according  to  tbe  honest 
dldalea  of  hcrnM— **AbMl«0tt4iiliMryjMNafc'* 

Miss  Weber  Is  now  about  twcnty-flve  years  of  age.  She  is  a  rlpn  schnlnr,  and  has  a 
perfect  command  of  tbe  Ko^pUab  language.  1  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  her  vb4t 
among  us  wffi  do  a  not  deal  of  good  to  onr  ea«ae»  aad  w«  ongM  toglvo  her  »  heor^ 
welcome  when  she  cornea.  I  can  assure  our  moet  rigid  Meode  Ihek  thaiy  wU  all  he  tee* 
ondled  to  ber  attire  on  Ave  minutee'  acquaintance  

I  remain,  dear  madam,  yonra  sincerely,  Muj>kxd  A.  Sporoxn. 

La  Pbi^ousi:,  Awfust  S,  18S0. 

....  Circumstances  place  it  out  of  my  power  tovtolt  America  during  tbe  present  sear- 
ton  The  newapapera,  botti  of  BaidMid  and  Ameitea,  hftvedonono  gieat  tajvtleaw 

While  they  have  described  my  appnrel  with  the  minute  accuracy  of  professional  tailors, 
they  have  seen  At  to  charge  me  with  a  disposition  to  nndervithi*>  tbe  female  sex,  and  to 
Identuy  myaelf  wMi  Hie  other.  8aeh  ealnmnlee  are  annoying  to  me.  I  haira  neter 
wished  to  bo  en  Iphle— 'Oever  for  a  moment  affected  to  be  anything  but  a  woman.  I  do 
not  tliink  any  one  ever  mistook  me  for  a  man,  unless  it  may  have  been  some  stranger 
who  slightly  glanced  at  me  while  passing  along  the  street  or  the  highway.  I  adopted 
male  attin  aa  a  meaanre  of  oonvenlenoe  to  my  boirinees,  and  not  throogh  any  wish  to 
apfrnr  erccntric  or  to  pafs  for  one  of  the  male  ncx  :  iind  it  has  ever  been  my  rule  to  dress 
with  the  least  possible  ostentation  consistent  with  due  neatness.  I  have  never  had  cause 
to  regret  my  adoption  (rf  male  attire,  and  never  ezpeet  to  retam  to  a  HBmale  teOette. 
a  I  am  fully  aware,  however,  that  my  dress  will  probably  prejudice  the  grent  body  of  our 

friends  \n  Aniorlca  ngaluHt  me,  while  present  impressions  on  that  subject  exist  i  and  it 
was  with  the  view  of  allaying  this  feeling  that  I  wished  to  addieaa  the  taaembly  at 
Woreeeter. 

By  this  means  I  think  I  conld  satisfy  any  liberal-minded  person,  of  cither  sex,  that 
there  Is  no  moral  or  political  priudplu  involved  in  this  question,  and  that  a  woman  may, 
if  die  like,  di««s  to  male  habfllmente  wtthont  tajnry  to  heradf  or  ofhen^  ....  Thoae 
who  suppose  that  woman  can  be  "  the  politlsal.  social,  pecnnlary,  religious  cqunl  of 
man"  without  conforming  to  bis  dress,  deceive  themselves,  and  mislead  others  who 
have  no  minds  of  their  uwn.  While  the  superiority  of  the  male  dreia  for  all  purpoaea  o( 
hnslnessaad  recreation  Is  ooooeded.  It  la  abanrd  to  argue  that  we  ahonld  not  wan  oar- 

aelves  of  it.^  ndvuntn^es. 

There  are  no  well-founded  objections  to  women  dressing,  as  we  term  it,  en  cavaUer. 
The  only  two  I  ever  heard  are  thaee:  **Todo  eo  la  Qontniy  to  Uw.  both  hmian  end 
divine,"  and,  '*The  male  drees  fa  otOn  and  lew  grMefnl  than  onr  own."  Tbeeeobjeo 
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tlonfi  tnav  bp  anpwprpd  In  a  few  wordB.  The  hnman  Htatutos  on  this  subject  should  be 
repealed,  as  thejr  sorely  will  be  in  due  time,  or  be  regarded  as  they  now  are  io  European 
Btatee-HM  dead  tetten.  The  imettce  to  not  eoutrary  to  dMne  law.  The  alleged  pro- 
hibition, as  contained  in  the  fifth  book  of  Moees,  bad  reference  to  a  religious  ctMtom  of 
the  Amorites,  and  wa«  limited  in  Ite  application  to  the  children  of  Inracl,  who  had  by 
DivUie  command  dispossessed  that  pagan  aation  of  their  territory,  and  destroyed  their 
tamplea  of  IdolBtraiia  wonUp. 

The  eontpxt  \\\\\  nhow  two  other  prohibitions  on  this  snbject.  In  the  11th  snd  12lh  verses 
of  the  same  chapUr  (Dent,  zxil.)  it  is  forbidden  to  "  wear  garments  of  divers  sorts,  as  of 
wooleD  and  linen  togettier,**  sad  to  wear  fttnget  on  the  Testore.  TlieM  proMUtkme  are 
all  of  the  same  chomctcr,  and  liad  an  obvious  reference  to  the  ceremonies  used  by  the 
pagans  In  their  worship  of  idols.  If  one  of  these  prohibitions  be  binding  upon  nations 
of  the  present  age,  the  others  an  not  Ism  so.  To  the  second  objection,  it  may  Le  said 
that  beauty  and  grace  in  matters  of  dress  are  determined  hj  no  rolM,  Mid  If  the  fWbton 
of  men's  clothes  be  awkward  it  can  easily  be  improved. 

Women  who  prefer  the  gown  should,  of  course,  consult  their  own  pleasure  by  continu- 
Ingto  waarlt;  while  thOMwhaaepreCsrenee  to  niDdedreH,oiight  not  to  be  blamed  for 
adopting  it.  I  close  this  homily  by  recording  my  prediction,  that  in  ten  jearH  male  attire 
Will  be  generally  worn  by  tlic  women  of  most  civilized  countries,  and  that  it  will  precede 
the  consummation  of  many  great  measures  which  are  deemed  to  be  of  paramount  Im* 
portaaoe.  I  hope  to  TisltAnMifcftttext  year.  Thanks  to  the  Invtmtion  of  steam,  a  voy- 
age  across  the  ocean  is  now  a  mere  buqatdle.  I  liave  not  much  of  the  spirit  of  travel 
remaining.  My  agricultural  pursuits  conQoe  me  at  home  nearly  the  whole  year,  but  my 
ctplivltar  to  a  deqghtfld  OM. 

AOtattonately  jonra,  H.  IL  Wnn. 

Wlllhiin  Henry  Channiiic:,  from  the  Business  Committee,  gnijrrestcd  a  plnn  for  ortranl- 
xatlon,  and  the  principles  which  should  govern  the  movement  for  establishing  jiroman's 
0O4OTierelgnty  with  man,  and  reported  the  following: 

Jiesolwd,  That  as  women  alone  can  learn  hy  espeitonce  and  prove  by  works,  what  is  tbdr 
Tltfiitful  sphere  of  duty,  we  recommend,  as  next  slept,  that  they  should  demand  and  secure  : 

1st.  HduccUioH  in  primary  and  high-schools,  uolvRrslUes,  medical,  legal,  and  theological 
Inatltiitlons,  aa  eompreheneiTO  and  exaet  as  their  abfltties  prompt  ttiem  to  soek  and  their 

capabilities  tit  them  t<i  receive. 

2d.  Jitrtnenhip  in  the  labors,  gains,  rl^ks,  and  remunerations  of  prodnctive  induatay, 
wHh  sndi  IfmRa  only  aa  are  aasfgned  by  taste,  iotnltlve  Judgment,  or  their  measnre  of 
sidritual  and  physical  vigor,  as  tested  by  experiment. 

dd.  A  rn-^ual  share  in  the  formation  und  administration  of  law,  Municlpsl,  State,  and 
National,  through  legislative  assemblies,  courts,  and  executive  offices. 

4tii.  Aidt  wiiofisaa  may  become  the  gnahUana  of  pare  morato  and  hoDorshlemannerB-- 
a  high  court  of  appenl  in  cases  «)f  outrage  which  can  not  be,  and  are  not  touched  by  civil 
or  ecclesiastical  organizations,  as  at  present  existing,  and  a  medium  for  expressing  the 
lilflheat  views  of  jnatiee  dictated  by  Iraman  consdenoe  and  sanctioned  by  holy  inspiration. 

JBMofcwf,  That  a  Central  Committee  be  appointed  by  this  Convention,  empowered  to 
enlarge  Its  numbers,  on  (let)  Education  ;  (2d)  Indufitrlul  Avocatious  ;  (3d)  Civil  and  Po- 
litical Rights  and  Regulations  ;  (4th)  Social  Relations  ;  who  ^ball  correspond  with  each 
otiier  and  with  the  Central  Committee,  hold  meetings  in  their  respeetivo  ndghboifeoodlit 
gflther  statistics,  facts,  and  incidents  to  flluptrafe,  raise  funds  for  the  movement ;  and 
through  the  press,  tracts,  books,  and  the  living  agent,  guide  public  opiniua  upward  and 
onward  In  tlie  grrod  eoebl  reliorm  oi  eatabllshlng  womaa*s  eo-eoverelgnty  with  man. 

ReMivefl,  Thai  the  Central  Committee  be  authoHzi'd  to  call  Conventions  at  such  timet 
and  places  as  they  see  fit,  and  tiiat  they  hold  office  until  the  next  Annual  Convention. 

To  carry  oat  the  plan  suggested  by  Mr.  Chnnning,  the  following  Committees  were 
appoinled: 

Members  of  Committees. 

CeMral  CW)imat<«.— Paulina  W.  Davis,  Chairman  ;  Sarah  H.  Earle,  Secretary  ;  Wendell 
Phmipi,  Treasurer;  Mary  A.  W.  Jolmson,  Wm.  H.  Channing,  Ocrrlt  Smith,  John  G. 

Forman^  Martha  H.  Mowrj-,  Lucy  Stone,  Abby  K.  Foster,  Pliny  Sexton,  J.  Elizabeth 
Jones,  WiUiam  Elder,  William  Stedman,  £mUy  Sobioson,  Abl^  H.  PMoe,  WllUam  Uoyd 
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OuTtson,  LocreUa  Mott,  Enu^tiiu  L.  ROM,HInbCth  C.  Stanton,  Anj,'el(na  Grimke  Weld, 
Antolnottfl  L.  Browni,  Uaniot  K.  Hunt,  Emma  R.  Coe,  Clarina  L  H.  JNtchol*,  ClMriM  C. 
Burleigh,  Adia  Ballou,  Sarah  H.  Uullock,  Joseph  A.  Da;(Clale. 

EdMcaiimal  OmmittM.-Bllm  Barney,  Chairman ;  Marian  filadtwdl,  8«eiatoty ;  lUiac 
beth  C.  SUatoD,  Bllsa  Taft,  Clarina  I.  H.  Ntehoto»  CilTia  fktalMiilci,  Binmb  DttrUagton, 
Ann  Eliza  Brown,  Elizabeth  Oakes  Sniltli. 

Iridustrial  C'<»nm«tof.— Elizabeth  Blackwell,  Harriot  K.  Hunt,  Benjamin  8.  Treanor, 
Ebcnezer  D.  Draper,  Phebe  Goodwin,  Alice  Jackaon,  Maria  Waring,  Saztk  L.  WB^. 

Cbmmmmm  OM  «i4  AWImI  JWmcNdm.— BniMtino  L.  Bom.  Im^  Stone,  WoodeO 
Phillips,  Hannah  SUckney,  Sarah  Hallook,  AbbyK.  roit«r,Oli«ikiC.aiuk4|)li,ElialMlh 
C.  Stantnn,  William  L.  Garrison. 

OommiUee  on  Soetal  Bdation».—L\icretiA  Mott,  William  H.  dunning,  Anna  Q.  T.  Par- 
ton*,  WUIlAm  H.  FUh,  Rebeoca  Flninligrt  BUnbolh  B.  Chaoa,  John  a  Vonnaa,  Heoij 
Flib,  Mary  Grew. 

Commituie  on  A<iifMilon.— Wo.  Heoiy  dtaanlng,  Gbalnnaa ;  BroMtbio  L.  Boae,  Chap> 

lotte  Fowler  Wells. 

MBKBBB8  WOB0B8TBB  OONVBNTION,  IfltMK 

iVoMdurAttMU*.— Jamen  N.  Boflam,  W.  A.  Alcott,  A.  H.  Johnson,  W.  H.  Harrinirton. 
E.  B.  BrifcgB,  A.  C.  Lackey,  Ora  Obcr,  Olive  W.  HaBtlniEr»,  Thomas  Pro  van,  Rebecca 
Provan,  A.  W.  Thayer,  M.  M.  Munyan,  W.  H.  Johnson,  G.  W.  Benson,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Carter, 
H.  8.  Brlgham,B.  A.  Welsh,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Moore,  Ma^raret  8.  Mcnitt,  Martha  Willardt 
A.  N.  Lamb,  Mrs.  Chaplin.  N  B  mw.  K.  H.  Parsons,  C.  Jlllson,  L.  Walt,  Chas.  Bigham, 
J.  T.  Partridge,  Eliza  C.  Clapp,  Daolel  Steward,  Sophia  Foord,  E.  A.  Clarke,  E.  H.  Taft, 
Mra.  B.  J,  BEsndiair,  Bdward  Sonthwlek,  B.  A.  Ifonlek,  Mirs.  O.  Manlelc  Lewis  Yatt, 
J.  T.  Everett,  LorinEr  Mondy,  Sojourner  Trnth.  E.  Jane  Alden,  Elizabeth  Dayton.  Lima 
H.  Ober,  Thomas  HIU,  Elizabeth  FraU.  Eli  Belknap,  M.  M.  Frail,  Valentine  Belknap, 
Marx  R.  Xeteaif,  B.  H.  Ober,  D.  A.  Mnndy,  Dr.  8.  Rogen^,  EUaabetk  Barte,  O.  D.  Wfl- 
liaras,  Dorothy  Whiting,  Emily  Whiting  Abigail  Morgan,  Susan  Fuller,  Thomas  Earle, 
Allen  C.  Earle,  Martha  R.  Kfirlf.  Anne  H.  Southwlck,  Joseph  A.  Howland,  Adeline  H. 
Hnwland,  O.  T.  Harris,  Julia  T.  Harris,  John  M.  Spear,  E.  D.  Draper,  D.  K.  P.  Hewitt, 
L.  O.  WOktos,  J.  R.  Bbmegp,  Maiy  Adams,  Anna  Oonldlnir,  B.  A.  Pantefton,  lbs.  Tar- 
rington,  Harriot  K.  Hunt,  Chaa.  F.  Hovoy.  Mrs.  J.  G.  Hodgden,  C.  M.  Shaw,  Ophelia  D. 
Hill,  Mra.  P.  Alien,  Anna  Q.  T.  Parsons,  C.  D.  McLane,  W.  H.  Cbannlng,  Wendell 
Phillips,  Abby  K.  Foster,  8.  8.  Foster,  Efflngbam  L.  Capron,  Frsnees  H.  Drik«,  B.  M. 
Dodge,  Eliza  Barney,  Lydla  Bumsar,  Wm.  D.  Cady,  C.  S.  Dow,  E.  Goddard,  Mary  F.  Gilbert, 
Joslah  Henshaw.  Amlrew  Wellington.  Louisa  GKason,  Paulina  Gerrr,  Lucy  Stone,  Mary 
Abbot,  Anna  E.  Fioh,  C.  G.  Munyuu,  Mnria  L.  S«»ulhwlck,  F.  H.  Underwood,  J.  B.  WIl- 
lard.  Perry  Joalln,  Elizabeth  Johnson,  Seneth  Smith,  Ifarlan  Hill,  Wm.  Coe,  E.  T.  Smith, 
S.  Aldrich,  M.  A.  Maynard,  8.  P.  R..  J.  M  CuTnminir<,  Naiuy  Fav,  M.  Jane  Davis,  I)  R 
Crandell,  £.  M.  Burleigh,  Sarah  Cbafcu,  Adeline  Perry,  Lydia  £.  Chase,  J.  A.  FuUer, 
Barab  Prentiee,  Emily  Prenttee,  H.  M.  Fairbanks.  Mrs.  A.  Orowl,  Dwight  Trai^,  J.  8. 
Perry,  Isaac  N«»rcro88,  Julia  A.  Mclntyrc,  Emily  Smfonl,  H.  M.  Sanfortl,  C.  D.  M.  Lane, 
Elizabeth  FIrlh,  8.  C.  Sargeant,  C.  A.  K.  Ball.  M.  A.  Thompson,  Lucinda  Safford,  8.  E. 
Hall,  8.  D.  Holmes,  Z.  W.  Harlow,  N.  B.  Spooner,  Ignntius  Sargent,  A.  B.  Humphrey, 
M.  R  H  ulwrn,  J.  H.  aiiuw,  OHv.  D  uliug,  M.  A.  Wulden,  Mrs.  Chlckery,  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Pierce,  C.  M.  Trenor,  R.  C.  Ciipn^ii,  Wni.  Lloyd  Gurrison,  Emily  Loveland,  Mrs.  S.  Wor- 
cester, Phebc  Worcester,  Adeline  Worcester,  Joanna  R.  Ballon,  Abby  H.  Price,  B.  WiUard, 
T.  Pool,  M.  B.  Kent,  B.  H.  Knowlton,  O.  Valeottne,  A.  Prince,  Lydla  WOmartii,  JT.O. 
Wnrr.  n.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Stowell,  Martin  Stow.  ll,  Mrs.  E.  SUmp,  C.  M.  Barbour.  Annie  B. 
Buggies,  T.  B.  Elliot,  A.  H.  Metcaif.  Elizu  J.  Kenney,  Rev.  J.  0.  Forman,  Andrew  Stone, 
M.D.,  8amwd  May,  Jr.,  Sarah  B.  May,  M.  8.  Fifth,  A.  P.  B.  Bawson,  NathanM  Bamsy, 
flarah  H.  Baite,  F.  C.  Johnson. 

3/aiiMf.— Anna  R.  Bluke,  Ellen  K.  Prcscott,  Oliver  Dennett,  Lydla  Dennett 

Nem  r«rik.~Frederiek  J>oagl8as,  Lydla  Mott^  8.  H.  Hallock,  EniesUne    Boae,  Joseph 
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Cupeotflr,  Tltaf  Sozlei,  J.  0*  Htfhawtj,  Liuj  N.  Ootman,  ADtolnatto  L.  Brovm  Ugtr 
Hlokt. 

A>w  l^am|MMN.~P.  B.  OofiwiO,  Jidli  Wofoiilar,  Pinter  VOltboiy,  8tnh  PUltlnitjf 

Asa  Foster. 

F«niMii<.-<aMliMl.  Hoiratdliieholfi  Mia.  A.  B.  Bmm. 

JImTwyfwania. — Hannah  M.  Darlington,  Sarah  Tyndale,  Emma  Parker,  Lucretla  Mott, 
8.  L.  Miller,  Isaac  L.  Miller,  Alice  Jackson,  Janette  Juckaon,  Aana  R.  Cox,  Jacob  Fierce, 
Lewis  E.  Capen,  OUte  W.  Hastings,  Rebecca  Pluroley,  8.  L.  Hastings,  Pbebe  Goodwin. 

ConnKtiaU.—Q.  C.  Burleigh,  Martha  Smith,  Ludus  Holmes,  Benj.  Segur,  Bucl  Fickci, 
Am  CotiM',  Ld^  T.  IMin»  O.  M.  CoDim,  Aim  Oocndl,  &  Monroa,  Anna  B.  FHea,  M.  C 
Momue,  Qertrade  B.  Bvrlalgb. 

Bhode  Island— BtUy  F,  Lawton,  Paulina  W.  Darts,  Cj-nthia  P.  Bliss,  Rebecca  C. 
Capron,  Martha  Mowrv,  Mary  Eddy,  Daniel  Mitchell,  O.  Davis,  Susan  SisaoD,  Dr.  S. 
Mowry,  Elizabeth  B.  Chase,  Rebecca  B.  Spring,  Susan  K.  Karris,  A.  Barnes. 

I0u>a. — Silas  Smith. 

OMo.— Mariana  Johnson,  OUver  Johniion,  EUen  Blaokwell,  Marian  Blackwell,  Diana 
W.  BaUoa. 

(Mf^bPNla.— Vaiy  G.  Wrfght 

Asenath  Fnller,  Denney  M.  F.  Walker,  Eaolce  D.  F.  Pierce,  Elijah  Houghton,  L.  H. 
Ober,  A.  Wynmi,  Sfianoa  BlgatoWt  AdeUaa  8.  Oraana,  Joaapliliia  Bag^,  Anna  T.  Diaper, 

E.  J.  Aldan,  Bophla  Taft,  Alice  H.  Easton,  Calvin  lUllMBka,  D*  H.  KnOWltOO,  B.  V.  JL 
Thompaon,  Caroline  Famam,  Maiy  B.  Hubbard. 


SlOOSD  WOBOiaTKB  CONVBITTIOH,  18(U. 

KBSOl.tJTIONS. 

1.  JBttolved^  That  while  we  would  aot  undervalue  other  methods,  the  Right  of  Suffrage 
for  Women  1«,  in  our  opinion,  tbe  comer-etone  of  this  enterprise,  since  we  do  not  seek 
to  protect  woman,  but  rather  to  place  ber  In  a  position  to  protect  herself. 

2.  Tyc^rrffwl,  Thnt  it  will  heworann's  fault  if,  the  ballot  once  In  her  hand,  all  tbe  barbaroas, 
demoralising,  and  unequal  luws  relating  to  marriage  and  property,  do  not  speedily  vanish 
from  the  statate>book ;  and  while  we  acknowledge  that  tbe  hope  ct  a  shars  In  the  higher 
professions  and  profitable  employments  of  society  ig  one  of  the  strongest  motives  to 
IntcUcctual  culture,  wc  know,  also,  that  an  interest  in  political  qncf-tlona  is  nn  equally 
powerful  stimulos;  and  we  sec,  beside,  that  we  do  our  best  to  insure  education  to  au 
Indtvldnal  when  me  pnt  the  baHoi  Into  hla  banda ;  It  befaMT  so  eleariy  tb«  Interest  of  the 
oommimity  that  one  upon  whoaa  decisions  depend  Its  welfare  and  safety,  ohould  bofb 
have  free  acco<«  to  the  best  means  of  education,  and  be  ure^cd  to  make  use  of  them. 

3.  Jteaolttd,  That  wc  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  assert  or  establish  the  equality  of  the 
aezes.  In  an  intolleetnsl  or  any  other  point  of  vlaw.  It  la  oiongh  tor  our  aignment  that 
natural  ancj  liolilK-  il  justice,  atul  the  axioms  of  English  and  American  liberty,  nlike 
determine  tliat  iig..ta  and  burdens— taxation  and  representation — should  be  co-exteusivo ; 
hence  women,  as  Individual  citizens,  liable  to  punishment  for  acta  wbfeh  llie  laws  call 
criminal,  or  to  be  taxed  In  their  labor  and  property  for  tha  anpport  of  government,  have 
a  self-evident  and  indisputable  right,  identically  the  sam^?  riurhtthat  men  have,  to  a  direct 
voice  in  the  enactment  of  those  laws  and  the  formation  of  that  government. 

4.  AsolMtr,  That  the  democrat,  or  tafbrmar,  wbo  danlea  anftage  to  woneo,  la  a  denw- 
crat  only  because  he  was  not  born  «  noble,  and  can  of  tboaa  leTClata  arlko  an  wOUnip  to 

level  only  down  to  themselves. 

5.  Betdved^  That  while  political  and  natural  Justice  accords  civil  equality  to  woman  , 
While  great  thlnkcia  of  every  age,  from  Flato  to  Oondotoet  and  Mfll,  bare  rapportad 
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their  claim  ;  while  voluntary  asBOciations,  reli^oue  and  secular,  hare  been  organized  on 
tfaisbMlB,  stm,  ttlifttevoilMwgttiiiMiltgalnvfclttttMitw 

ever  existed  in  which  women  have  not  been  in  a  etnte  of  political  inferiority.  But,  In 
reply,  we  remiod  our  oppoQeot«  that  the  same  fact  has  been  alleged,  with  equal  trath,  Id 
fftTor  of  dsveiy ;  bM  been  m;fted  sgelnat  ft«edoiii  of  Indiutiy,  freedom  of  eooedeBoe, 
and  the  froodom  of  the  prrsa ;  nouc  of  these  liberties  barings  been  thon^iffat  compatible 
with  a  well-ordered  state,  until  they  had  proved  their  posaibllity  by  sprini^nie:  into  ex- 
istence as  facta.  Bealdea,  there  is  no  difficalty  in  understanding  why  the  subjection  of 
vonuu  hoe  been  •  ¥m\fi»m  «M(aM»  when  ire  nooUeek  that  we  ere|nit«aMmtaig  ftom  the 

age»  in  w'lilch  might  hng  be<>n  filways  ri^bt. 

6.  Bcnlv^^  That,  so  far  from  denying  the  overwhelming  aocial  and  civil  influence  of 
womoD,  we  are  fttllj  aware  of  tto  taat  extent ;  aware,  wlUi  DemoeChenee,  that  **  meeeuee 
which  the  statesman  has  meditated  a  whole  year  may  be  overtamed  In  a  day  by  a  wom- 
an "  ;  and  fnr  thl!<  very  reason  we  proclaim  It  the  very  hlg'best  expediency  to  endow  her 
with  fuU  civil  rixhta,  bince  only  then  will  she  exerciae  this  mighty  influence  under  a  Jxut 
eenso  of  her  dntf  and  Keponslbttity ;  the  taMoiy  of  all  agee  beartng  witneea,  that  thn 
only  safe  course  for  nattooe  la  to  add  open  neaponsthnitgr  wherever  then  ainadj  ezMft 
QDobfterved  power. 

7.  JbaslNd,  That  we  denj  tiie  tight  of  any  portion  of  the  apeelee  to  deeMe  for  another 

portion,  or  of  any  individual  to  decide  for  another  indi\'1dual  what  is  and  what  is  not 
their  "  proper  sphere  "  ;  that  the  proper  sphere  for  all  human  beln^rs  Is  the  largest  and 
highest  to  which  they  are  able  to  attain ;  what  this  is,  can  not  be  ascertained  without 
complete  Ilber^  of  choice ;  woman,  therefore,  oogbt  to  choose  for  herself  what  sphere 
she  will  fill,  what  education  she  will  seek,  and  what  employmfnt  she  follow,  and  not 
be  held  bound  to  accept,  in  submission,  the  righte,  the  education,  and  the  sphere  wbich  » 
man  tiihilEa  proper  to  allow  her. 

8.  Jfe-tolrfd,  Thut  wt-  lioM  thi  BC  truths  to  be  self-evident*  That  all  men  are  cr(  at<>d  equal ; 
that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights ;  that  among  these 
are  life,  liberty,  and  the  porsult  of  happiness ;  that>  to  aecnre  these  rights,  goTcromeiite 
are  institutod  among  men,  derlvta^  their  Jvet  powere  from  the  conncnt  of  the  governed ; 
and  we  charge  that  man  with  gross  dishonesty  or  lirnorance,  who  shall  contend  that 
**  men,"  in  the  memorable  document  from  which  we  quote,  does  not  stand  for  the  human 
raee ;  that  **  life,  liberty,  and  the  puranit  of  bappfaMsa,**  are  the  "  inalienable  lights  "  of 
half  only  of  the  human  species ;  and  that,  by  "  the  governed,"  whose  consent  Is  affirmed 
to  be  the  only  source  of  Just  power,  is  meant  that  ha{f  of  mankbid  only  who,  la  relatioo 
to  the  other,  have  hitherto  asenmed  the  character  of  governor*. 

9.  Bttokti,  That  we  sec  no  weight  in  the  argument  that  it  la  neeeeitiy  to  exelnde 
women  from  civil  life  because  dotnestlc  cares  nnd  political  en?nf»«ment8  are  incom- 
patible; einee  we  do  nut  see  the  fact  to  iM  so  in  the  case  of  men ;  and  because,  if  the 
hMompattbfllty  ho  real,  it  will  take  care  of  Itaelf,  neither  men  nor  women  needing  eny 

law  to  extslade  them  from  an  ocriipation  when  they  hiive  undertaken  another  Incompati- 
ble with  It  Second,  wc  see  nothing  in  the  assertion  that  wcimen,  themselveA,  do  not 
destre  a  change,  since  we  aeeert  that  anpcratttlona  fears  and  dread  of  losing  men*s  regard, 
smother  all  frank  expression  on  this  point;  and  further,  if  it  be  their  real  wish  to  avoid 
civil  life,  laws  to  keep  them  out  of  it  arc  ab^nrd,  no  leel'^hitor  having  ever  yet  thonghi  it 
necessary  to  compel  people  by  law  to  follow  their  owu  iuclination. 

lOi  Jfteotowl,  Ibatit  b  ae  abanrd  to  deny  all  women  their  civil  righte  beeanie  the  cane 
of  household  and  family  take  up  all  the  time  of  some,  aa  It  would  be  to  exclude  the 
whole  male  sex  from  Ck)ngres8,  because  some  men  are  sailors,  or  soldlora  In  active  serv- 
ice or  merebantSi  whoee  bnalneos  reqolm  aU  their  attention  and  energies. 


Paduxa  Wkioht  Davis.-— Jfy  Jkar  Friend  .—Bless  you  for  The  Una^  and  for  sending 
me  a  vapj.  I  am  pleased  with  its  appearance  and  with  the  heartiness  of  your  com* 
spondents.  Would  you  find  room  for  some  of  my  lucuhratlone  ?  If  so,  I  will  drive  my 
quill  a  litUe  for  you  some  of  these  evenings.   Perhaps  I  might  utter  something  readable. 

Idonotaik  jotttoieodme  me  Oho,  for  the  dollar  mnst  go  with  the  leqnest^  and  the 


Glkn  Haven,  Fed.  18,  1853. 


» 


Appendix — Chapter  IX.  827 

dollar  hflg  yet  to  be  earned  by  quM-work,  a  task,  quite  as  hard  as  w«s  work  wben  a  child 
It  the  qvM^mM^  wtodinf  yara  from  the  red. 

Drop  me  a  Hoe  It  you  woaM  like  mj  ewiiteaee  m  a  comqxMideDti  and  what  I  eao  do^ 
I  wUl  cbeerfally. 

Very  truly,  your  friend,  J.  0.  Jacxsoh,  M.D.* 

Petitton  op  Harriot  K.  Hckt  to  the  Massaohusbttb  OovaflTUTlOKAL  CkWifMHTiOM. 

To  the  CvTulUutiofial  Convention  nova  titling  in  Bottom  : 

Tonr  petitioDer  respectfully  prays  yonr  bonorable  body  to  insert  into  the  ConBtitution 
a  dame  mBodog  to  fsmales  paying  town,  eounty,  and  8tatae  tana  npou  property  held 
In  their  own  right,  and  who  have  nohnabandaorother  goahHaaa  toi^raeent  audactfor 
them,  the  sarne  Hght  of  voting  possessed  by  male  tax-pnylng  citizens  ;  or,  should  your 
honorable  body  not  de«n  such  females  capable  of  exercising  the  right  of  saffrage  with 
dne  dlaeretloB,  at  laaai  eienae  them  from  the  payiqg  of  taxes,  In  the  appropriation  of 
which  they  have  no  volee,  thus  carrying  oat  the  great  principle  on  which  the  American 
Revolution  wag  based— that  taxation  and  repreeentatk>D  on^fc  to  go  togother.  All  of 
which  your  petitioner  will  erer  pray. 

PATn.rsA  Wrtoht  Davis 

Died  August  24,  1870,  after  two  years  of  great  suffering.  A  large  circle  of  friends  gathp 
ered  at  ber  elegant  residence  near  Proridence,  Bhode  Island,  to  pay  their  last  tributes  of 
friendship  and  respect.  The  chief  speaker  on  the  ot  caHion  wuk,  at  her  request,  Elizabeth 
C:idy  Stanton.  Slic  left  her  noble  husband,  Hou.  Thomiis  Davis,  and  two  adopted 
daughters,  to  mourn  her  loss.  It  was  a  soft,  balmy  day,  Just  such  as  our  ftiend  would 
have  ehoaen,  when  ahe  waa  laid  In  her  laat  reatfaig-place.  Dr.  and  Ifira.  Chanutaigb 
Theodore  TUton,  and  Joaquin  lOUer,  wen  among  thoae  who  followed  In  the  funeral 
eorf^ 


CHAPTER  IX. 
INDIANA. 

JHiblin  GmoenHonf  October,  1861. 

Hlil!HiU'rHHia» 

Mmtvtd,  That  all  laws  and  customs  having  for  their  pei]tsetaation  the  unly  plea  that 
they  are  time-honored,  which  in  any  way  infringe  on  woman's  equal  rights,  cramp  her 
euer)0es,  cripple  her  efforts,  or  place  her  before  the  eyes  of  her  family  or  the  world  as  an 
tnlsrlor,  are  wrong,  and  ahonid  be  Immedlatelj  aboUahed. 

AmM;  That  the  srennca  to  gain,  in  all  their  Tarletlea,  Aoidd  bo  as  fredy  opened  to 
woman  as  they  now  are  to  man. 

Be»olved,  That  the  rising  generation  of  boys  and  girls  should  be  educated  together  in 
the  aame  aehotds  and  coUegea,  and  reeelve  the  aame  kind  and  degree  of  education. 

Renolvedy  Tliat  woman  ^hmiM  receive  for  equal  labor,  equal  pay  with  man. 

limolvHi,  That  as  the  qualitlcaUon  for  citizenship  In  this  country  is  based  on  capacity 
and  morality,  and  as  the  sexes  in  their  mental  condition  are  equal,  therefore  woman 
ahonld  mfof  the  same  rigbta  of  eKicenahlp  with  man. 

An  association  was  organized  and  a  constitution  was  adopted,  to  whfch  the  following 
names  were  appended  :  Amanda  M.  Way,  Mlner\'a  Maulsby,  Jane  Morrow,  Agnes  Cook, 
Bebecca  Bbrevos,  Bebeoea  Williams,  Wilaon  D.  Schooley,  Bomuel  U itchcai,  Bldn  Ann 
Bmlth,  Dr.  O.  P.  Beer,  Mra.  O.  P.  Beer,  Hannali  Birdaall,  Mdiiaa  J.  Dlggi»  Hannah 


*  At  pret>eot  lb«  bead  of  ibe  water-eare  estsbllsbmeot,  Dsnsviils,  New  York.  Dr.  Jackson  has 
hsen  Ideetlfled  with  all  the  taadlait  lef erne  or  hie  genenHtm— Anti-dAvaj,  Tmpeianee,  Woman 
SafTra^'e  ai.d  an  crirneet  advocate ftv a newdfesa for woman  that  ebaOglTe freedom  to her Inngi 
and  powers  of  locomotion. 
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llfKtt,  Jas.  P.  Way,  B.  F.  DL-l-^  >fiiry  B.  BIrdsall,  Fannj  Hlatt,  Henry  Hlatt,  Thorn  is 
BlrdsaU,  EUzabeUi  Hoover,  £lijab  C.  WriKht,  Elizabeth  Wright,  A.  W.Frayne,  Dr.  Marj 
T.  TkonMi  Dr.  <hr«i  TImmmm,  lat  E  8wa^  Joel  P.  DatIs,  Ijdla  P.  Dttvli,  Thancgr 
A.  W«r,  fiebecea  A.  C.  ataixv* 


Mr.  Sa-xk  Dot  loog  since,  in  a  poem,  aatirised  illenuy  women  very  keenly,  upon  which 
OfMtt  ChweDirood  wrote  •  Mvm  ctltldMB  on  kto  toIoiim,  whieh  was  pabOdiad  In  Tht 
Kx'ening  I\)$t.   Mr.  Saxe,  Hfler  seeing  the  criticism,  wrote  a  note  to  the  editor  of  the 
In  which  be  makes  so  exception  io  favor  of  Orace.   This  calls  forth  another  letter  from 
ber,  from  wUoh  we  make  tbe  foUowtog^  eztnet : 


GB:<TLRMRy  At  the  time  of  my  writing,  I  was  feeling  peculiarly  sensitive  in 

regard  to  my  womanly,  as  well  as  literary  position.  The  grandpepaish  lectures  of  Mr. 
Dana  had  trovMed  and  dlsoonraged  roe.  I  said,  "  ao  apeak  and  write  vat  poets,  surely 
the  age  ia  on  the  backward  line  of  march."  I  had  become  Impatient  and  indignant  for 
my  sex,  thus  lectured  to,  preached  at,  and  ftatirized  eternally.  I  had  grown  weary  of  hcar- 
Ii^  woman  told  that  her  solo  business  here,  tbe  highest,  worthiest  aims  of  her  existence 
were  to  be  loving,  lovable,  feminine,  to  win  thiiR  •  lofw  and  a  lofd  wboaa  iba  anlgbt 
glorify  aVjroaJ  and  mal<e  comfortable  at  home. 

We  have  had  enough  of  this.  Man  is  not  best  qualified  to  mark  out  woman'^  life  path. 
He  knowa,  Indeed,  what  be  deslrea  her  to  be,  bvt  ba  does  not  yet  mideratend  all  that 
(iiid  nature  require  nf  her.  Woman  should  not  be  made  np  <if  love  fil(inc,  the  other 
attributes  of  her  being  should  not  be  dwarfed  that  thin  may  have  a  laj^ge,  unnatural 
growth.  Ben  aboold  ba  a  dtatlaet  Indlvldnallty,  an  independent  moral  exfetence— or, 
at  laaatk  the  dependence  should  ba  nntnaL  Woman  can  best  judge  of  woman,  her  wants, 
capacities,  aspirations,  and  powers.  She  can  be^^t  spi  ;ik  to  lier  on  the  life  of  the  alTec- 
tions,  on  the  loves  of  her  heart,  on  the  peculiar  juyu  and  sorrows  of  licr  lot.  ishe  can 
beattaaeh  bar  toba  tnia  to  benalff,  to  bar  high  natQra,tohar  brave  apirit;  and  then, 
indeed,  nhall  she  be  constant  in  her  love  and  faithful  to  her  duties,  nil,  even  to  the  most 
bumble.  Woman  can  strengthen  woman  for  tbe  life  of  self-sacrifice,  of  devotion,  of 
uifnlatMtlon,  of  much  endmanee  whidi  Ilea  befora  her. 

A  woman  of  intellect  and  ri^lit  feeling  would  never  dream  of  pointing  out  the  weak 
and  unfilial  Desdemona  as  an  example  to  ber  sex  in  this  age  ;  would  never  dare  to  hold 
up  as  "  our  destined  end  and  aim,"  a  one  love,  however  romantic  and  poetical,  which 
might  be  so  acdflaUy  aonght  and  so  unscrupnionely  aocnrcd. 

Thitnk  Heaven,  woman  heri«elf  is  awaking  to  a  pereeptlon  of  the  ciiu?ef»  which  have 
hitherto  impeded  her  free  and  perfect  development,  which  have  shut  her  out  from  the 
large  expcrieneea,  the  wealth  and  foUneea  of  the  life  to  which  she  waa  eallad.  She  la 
beginning  to  feel,  and  to  cast  olT  the  bonds  which  oppress  hrr many  of  t^em,  inde-J, 
seif-lmpoaed,  and  many  gilded  and  rarely  wrought,  covered  with  lluwcrs  and  delicate 
tlBiaee,  but  none  tbe  lam  bonda— bonds  npon  tbe  apeedi,  tipon  tiie  epirit,  upon  the  life. 

There  surely  Is  a  great  truth  Involved  in  this  question  of  "  Wo-uuiiV  lUghts,"  and  agi- 
tated as  it  may  t)e,  with  wisdom  niu!  iiilldnes!»,  or  with  ni>hno«''  and  the  bold,  high  ^^pirlt 
which  shocliti  and  etartles  a  I  the  tirttt,  good  will  comu  out  of  it  eventually,  great  good, 
and  the  women  of  tbe  next  age  will  be  tba  atronger  and  the  freer,  aya,  and  tbe  happier, 
for  the  few  brave  spirits  who  stood  up  fearlessly  for  unpojttdnr  truth  airaitist  the  world. 

I  know  that  I  expose  myself  to  tbe  chaige  of  being  unfeminine  in  feeling,  of  ultraism. 
Wen,  beUer  that  than  oooaervatlsm,  thon/^  cooserraUtm  were  aafer  and  more  respect* 
able,  aanadaaaneaa  la  alwaya  aafMgr,  and  a  mammy  la  a  thoroof^lly  reapaetabla  per* 
ioiiaga. 


GHAPTEB  X. 


PBWfiTltTAVIA. 


Saxk,  Dana,  akd  Grace  Qbbkxwood. 


Niw  Bbiubtok,      2^  Iflia 
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BottOMtamtolfr.flaatt.  Oar  poatMlMMdraflMr  keenly  IttcniywoaMo^MAda^ 

ta  tfM  poem  on  which  I  remarked,  bnt  afterwards,  in  his  communication  to  the  Tbi*, 
nMMt politely  intlmat«s  that  he  except*  me  as  one  of  the  "  women  of  real  talent"  Bat  I 
wU  not  be  excepted.  I  aUnd  In  theianks,  liable  to  all  the  penalties  of  the  calltng— ex- 
pqeadtofhelmtahqiof  aatlre  aodihefttlniCingamnnoCildleale.  I  wOI  not  be  raoelved 
•e  an  exception,  where  full  Justice  la  not  done  to  the  clns?  to  which  I  belong. 

Suppose,  now,  that  I  should  write  a  poem  to  deliver  before  some  "  Woman's  Bighta 
Oonvontfon**  or  "Ladfea*  Uteraiy  Asaociation,"  oo  "  The  Ttmeo,"  which  shonld  eomo 
down  sharp  and  heary  on  the  Utevary  men  of  IIm  iay,  for  u«nrpbig  the  delicate  emplo/ 
by  right  and  nature  the  peculiar  province  of  woman,  **  the  weaker  veesel  "  ;  for  neglect- 
ing their  Bhope,  their  fields,  their  <conDtlng-house8,  ajad  their  Interesting  families,  and 
mating  ttoir  pfodoos  tlmo  in  writing  ]of»4ilea,  **dol«tat  dlttlea,**  and  **dlitnMtal 
strains,''  for  the  magazines;  for  flirting  with  the  muse,  while  their  wives  are  wanting 
shoes,  or  perpetrating  puns,  while  their  childrca  cry  for  "  bans  "  !  Sappose  that,  point* 
ing  every  line  with  wit^  I  should  hold  them  up  to  contempt  a&  careless,  improvident  loven 
of  pteanuc^  gtveo  to  lelMndnlgenca;  takinf  ttielr  Helicon  mom  thno dulwd  wllbgin; 
leeken  aftor  notoriety,  eccentric  in  their  habits  and  unmanly  in  all  their  tastes  1  After 
Udii  shonld  I  Teiy  handsomely  make  an  exception  in  favor  of  Mr.  Saxe,  would  he  feel 
oonpllnientod  f 

Aa  for  as  I  have  known  litefwy  women,  and  as  far  as  thof  hive  been  nnde  knOWD  to 
us  in  literary  biography,  the  unwomanly  and  unamiable,  the  pwor  wives,  and  dam^hten, 
and  sistent,  have  been  the  rare  exceptions.  1  mean  not  aloue  "  women  of  genius,"  bnt 
wooM  tedvde  fhoee  of  men  telent^  of  nedloen  tileot  event  devoted  to  letten  is  e  pn»> 
fession,  and  wko^bf  their  eatlmableolianeteie  aadUnneleaeliveai  aieenhonortothdr 
calling. 

I  believe  that  for  one  woman  whom  the  pursuits  of  literature,  the  ambition  of  authoi^ 
ahip,  and  the  love  of  flame  have  rendered  nnflt  for  homeJlfe,  &  thousand  have  been  made 

thoroughly  undomestlc  by  poor  social  strh-iiig^!(,  the  fdUlee  of  teUon,  end  the  Itttoxloa^ 
ing  diatinction  wtilcb  more  personal  beauty  confers. 

Oba<»  OnMnroon. 

WnSTOHKTEB  CONVXHTION,  JUNB  %  ▲MD  3,  1852. 

urm  raoM  mast  kott. 
Aqbqbm,  Da  Ka&B  Connr,  Imuiu,  May  17,  lUL 

Bievne  t— Ton  have  celled  eaother  Oonventloii,  and  an  who  are  the  friends  of  equal 

rights  are  invited  to  attend  and  participate  In  the  deliberations.  The  invitation  will 
probably  meet  the  eye  of  thousandrt  who  would  gladly  encourage  you  by  their  presence, 
did  circumstances  permit  them  to  do  so.  Your  aim  is  the  moral,  physical,  and  intellect- 
nal  clovatlon  of  woman,  end  throofj^  ber  to  baneflt  the  whole  hnmen  leoe,  Can  %  Ooof 
vcntlon  be  called  for  a  nobler  purpose  ?  Have  men  ever  aimed  so  high  f  They  have  had 
Conventions  without  stint;  old  men  and  young  men,  Wh|gs,  Democrats,  Abolitionista, 
and  Slaveholders,  all  have  bad  Oonveatlons ;  butbowfewheve  etaned  at  anything  higher 
than  pOUtloal  power  for  themselves  and  party.  We  have  looked  iqNm  thebr  contests 
without  personal  Interest  In  their  result  Some  bcnefltjs  might  come  to  our  husbands 
and  hrothera,  bnt  none  to  ua.  We  are  permitted  to  talk  about  liberty,  but  we  may  not 
eidojii  We  m^  wetar  the  tree  wMi our  tame,  whUs  onr  bnabends  pbMk  and  eqjoy 
the  fruit  Of  what  advantage  is  it  to  ne  to  live  In  a  Republic  ?  Our  social  poaltfcNI  is  ne 
better  thau  tt  was  In  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Men  have  made  groat  progress  since 
that  day ;  from  being  subjects  they  have  become  sovereigns,  ruling,  as  she  professed  to 
wfle,  by  iMiiiM  rf^.  Thm,meBye<  these  sovewlgBS  beve  not  e  foot  of  gwwnd,  end 

hut  one  subject,  a  wife  ;  but  then  hp  has  absolute  control  over  that  one.  Yes,  they  have 
made  progress ;  but  for  that  progress  they  are  much  indebted  to  men  who,  being  lu  pos- 
session of  power,  were  only  anxious  to  retain  and  extend  It.  The  Great  Charter  waa 
esrtoilsd fkem  Xief  John  hythe  benae  hi  oidir  to eoneolidete  thdr  power;  tibejret- 
tended  to  the  interests  of  the  common  people  (irho  then  were  in  a  state  of  villanage) 
Jnst  so  fw  as  they  ooold  clea^  aee  would  he  for  their  own  intereat)  and  no  further. 
TheworidisnmklnMleilnlheee  tlarlfybeNna;  they  did  move  good  ttma  they  ever 
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thought  of  doing.  Then  wen  genu  Id  that  dMrler  flMit  bm  Wtm  ezodlmt  IMt  sIbm 
tbat  day. 

Error  deUghl*  to  olMcurity ;  summiided  wH9i  dond«  md  darkiMM,  It  b  comparatively 

■aeore;  but  let  these  clouda  be  8c«tterad»  let  the  ]ii;ht  of  reason  fall  upon  It^  and  it  It 
danpprous  no  Inncror.  Any  net  tliat  cau^en  men  to  think,  is  so  far  au  (iiivMtitatri:'  to  society. 
The  ide«i>  wUl  uoi  be  lost.  When  King  James  I.  UilkcU  and  wrote  upon  lUc  doctrine  uf  the 
divine  light  of  kloga,  be  Uttle  tbooght  It  would  Ksnlt  In  the  heheadlag  of  bis  eon  Charlee, 
and  the  expulsion  (if  his  son  Jamp-^  from  the  throne.  Shrouded  in  myst'?r\-.  i?  \va<  ;ip- 
proachod  with  Fcvorence,  and  aeldom  critically  examined,  until  he  lifted  the  veil  and  invited 
otbets  to  behold  ttabeavty.  What  bad  been  a  mystery  was  a  mystery  no  longer.  Hefot^ 
what  otheni  remembered— that  it  might  have  different  aapect<)  for  llie  t'overelgn  and  sub- 
Jrct.  Tt  was  judged  unworthy  of  national  homuiio,  but  very  desirable  us  a  household  god. 
.And  men  who  thought  Paul  was  in  the  dark  when  he  wrote,  "  Let  every  soul  be  snbject 
unto  the  higher  poweiai  fair  there  to  no  power  bntof  God.  The  powers  that  be  are  ordalaed 
of  God.  Whosoever  reststcth  the  powers  reslateth  theordinnnrcof  God;  and  they  that  resl.«it 
shall  receive  to  themaelvea  damoatioo the  men,  I  say,  who  could  not  aad  would  oot 
receive  aneh  doetrtne  from  Faal,  ftmnd  bin  worth j  of  all  praise  when  he  eaM,  wivea, 
obey  your  husbands."  After  a  while  England  proposed  taxing  the  Colonies.  One  party 
held  that  protection  gave  them  the  right  of  taxation.  The  other  said  the  British  Consti- 
tution gave  the'OoYemment  no  power  to  tax,  unless  the  persona  were  repreaented  In 
Fartlament.  They  declared  thi  ir  resolution  to  pay  no  taxes  wltiiont  lepreeeatation. 
Hach  wais  said  about  tlie  rights  of  man.  And  when  at  last  a  three-peony  tax  wait  laid 
upon  tea,  the  men,  being  brimful  of  patriotism,  cared  nothing  for  the  tax ;  it  was  the 
principle  they  cared  for,  and  they  would  light  for  their  prlndplea.  How  very  elneere 
they  were,  let  the  millions  of  wives  answer,  whose  very  pxlHtmicc  ignorefl  in  law. 
There  wa#  one  thing  women  gained  bj'  that  contest ;  they  gained  a  clearer  knowledge  of 
their  rights,  a  better  nndentandlng  of  their  wrongs,  which,  according  to  Blaekatone,  are 
a  deprivation  of  rights.  A  knowledge  of  these  has  produced  a  strong  dettre  toaeaka 
remedy.  Hence  the  call  for  a  Woman'n  Convention.  We  must  expect  some  dffTerenc< 
of  opiulun  as  to  the  extent  of  the  reforma  proposed ;  but  none  who  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  enbject  will  aee  reaaon  to  doubt  Chat  our  iffdita  ran  panillal  with  ttie  rigbta  of 
man.  That  being  trmntcd,  we  may  then  Inquire  into  their  expodieocy.  Many  thlnir?  we 
have  a  right  to  do  which  are  inexpedient  \  but  it  is  for  tia  to  amy  what  rights  we  will  waive 
and  wbnt  we  wtll  enjoy. 

We  claim  that  the  profeaslona  should  be  open  U)  woman,  believing  ahe  ean  preach  as 
acceptably,  study  the  law  as  thoroughly,  and  praetlce  medfefne  as  successftilly,  as  man. 
The  business  of  a  clerk  seems  to  us  to  bo  peculiarly  feminine,  and  we  claim  the  right  to 
chooee  any  trade  or  bnefaieBa  for  wbleb  wa  have  atrength  and  eapael|y.  tf  It  la,trae  that 
governments  derive  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  we  would  re- 
spectfully ask  by  what  authority  men  legislate  for  us,  and  who  gave  them  that  authority  ? 
If  the  power  tea  joat  one,  fW>m  what  aooree  did  theyderlvelt?  Certainly  not  fhxn  the 
consent  of  the  governed.  We  presume  neither  men  nor  women  care  for  the  priviieife  of 
voting,  except  um  a  means  of  securing  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  with  which  they  hare 
been  endowed  by  their  Creator,  and  for  the  protection  of  which  "  Govemmenta  were 
lint  tnatttllted  among  men."  The  rights  of  wamen  have  been  long  In  abeyance,  but  ao 
lapse  of  time  can  deprive  her  of  them  ;  they  are  not  transferable.  Slie  does  not  ask  the 
law  to  confer  upon  her  new  rights.  She  only  aska  to  have  her  Juat  rights  recognized  and 
proterted.  A  glanoe  at  the  preaent  poaltlon  of  women  will  ahow  that  the  law  doee  not 
effect  this.  It  i»laces  minors,  Idiots,  In-line  ]n  r.«ons.  litul  married  women  in  the  same 
category.  Man  takes  all  that  the  wife  has  to  his  own  use,  and  such  robberies  are  so 
common  that  they  excite  no  Indignation  In  the  breaata  of  hia  fellow-men.  Re  ean  spend 
all  she  has  at  the  gaming-table,  and  who  can  binder  biro?  Htoan  spend  it  in  dissipa* 
tlon,  while  his  deceived  wife  is  xuffering  at  home  for  the  necossnrios  of  life.  The  law 
gives  him  the  property,  and  with  that  be  can  usually  find  tools  to  work  out  his  designs. 
The  law  taiterposea  no  barriers  between  blm  and  bis  vieHm.  If  a  married  woman  bad 
equal  protection  with  h<  r  husband,  she  would  be  ambitious  to  acquire  property  by  her 
own  industry,  and  the  habit  of  Industiy  and  forethought  thus  acquired,  would  be  found 
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valnablp  In  the  marrifli^e  relation,  and  Bhe  would  not  be  compelled  to  ent^'r  matrimony 
as  a  house  of  refuge.  But  we  ar«  told  that  marriage  is  a  contract,  yoluatarlly  entered 
Into  by  competent  ptftlM,  and  by  tlito  oootrMsIt  the  rigbti  of  tbe  woibm  tn  tniutorred 
to  the  man.  T?ut  marriage  is  not  a  cmitract.  It  Is  an  union  Instituted  by  (Ind  Hlinself,  an- 
terior to  any  contract  whatever.  Man  was  not  pronounced  good  until  woman  was  cre- 
ated, aud  God  sold,  Let  ns  make  man  fn  our  imai^o  after  our  own  likeneas,  and  let  them 
jlow  dominion.  But  some  one  may  meet  oa  here  with  the  question,  did  He  not  ety  to  the 
woman,  after  the  fall,  '*  Thy  desire  shall  be  to  thy  husband  and  ho  shall  nilo  over  thee?" 
Tea,  the  Bible  eays  so ;  and  in  the  next  chapter  we  are  told  that  Adam  and  £vo  bad  two 
eona,  the  eldest  called  Gain,  the  yonofest  Abel ;  and  God  eaJd  to  Cain  when  epeaUng  <A 
Abel,  '* Unto  thco  shall  be  hia  desire,  :ukI  thow  aAoit  ruU  over  Aim."  Ton aee  they  are  the 
very  wordf  used  to  f've ;  thereforo,  if  dominion  was  taken  from  the  woman  and  srlven  to 
the  man,  it  was  taken  from  all  younger  brothers  and  given  to  the  flrst*bom.  If  marriage 
be  a  contracly  why  ia  It  not  goveraed  by  the  same  rnlee  that  govern  other  oootnetef  A 
■c»»nBidcration  Ib  necesgary  to  the  existence  of  a  contract.  l\\  marriage,  the  man  offers 
love  for  love  and  hand  for  hand,  but  what  Is  the  con-»IderatIon  for  tho«e  per'^onnl  rlirhts 
of  which  he  disposse^aes  her?  If  a  contract,  why  is  there  no  remedy  fur  ila  violation 
^her  In  lav  or  eqnlty,  aa  is  the  case  with  other  eoatraelaf  The  brideKroom  says  tai  the 
niarrlii^re  ftervico,  "  With  all  my  worldly  poods  I  thee  endow."  Tlio'=p  who  framed  that 
Impre^Mive  service  uo  doubt  considered  It  but  Just  tliat  he  who  received  all  by  the  cour- 
tesy of  England,  should  endow  her  as  liberally,  and  they  thus  reminded  every  bride- 
groom of  bis  dntgr,  even  belom  the  altar;  and  what  boneat  man  will  aay  be  abonld  not 
keep  bis  word  t 

Mabt  Mott. 

LlTTKB  VROM  DB.  EiaZAiiETU  BLACKWEUU 

Nnw  TOBX,  May  27, 18S0. 

Mna.  DASLuroiwir.— Aor  Jfbdam.*— I  thank  yon  cordially  for  yonr  very  kind  InvtbiF 
tlon,  and  would  willinj^ly  attend  your  Oonventkm  did  not  my  dntiea  fn  New  Toifc  pre* 

vent  my  leaving  the  city. 

The  Conreution  could  not  chouse  a  more  important  subject  than  education  for  discus- 
sion, and  great  good  wfU  be  done  If  poblte  attention  is  rowed  to  the  Imperfeetlon  of  onr 

pre^i  nf  system,  fn  which  the  phyxicnl  natitre  waA  the  dMHnof  Ufr  ore  oqnnlly  necrlcctcd. 
I  believe  that  the  chief  source  of  the  false  position  of  women  is,  the  in^ciency  of  vxmen, 
1hem»dim^Vtie  deplorable  fact  that  they  are  so  often  careless  mothers,  weak  wives,  poor 
faousekeepers.  Ignorant  nurses,  and  frivoloos  hnman  beings.  If  they  wovid  perform 
with  strength  and  wisdom  the  dntlef  which  lie  Immediately  around  them,  every  sphere 
of  life  would  soon  be  open  to  them.  They  might  be  priests,  physicianK,  rulers,  welcome 
everywhere,  for  aU  reetrletlve  lawa  and  fooUab  costoms  woidd  speedily  disappear  before 
the  splrltnsl  power  of  strong,  good  women. 

In  order  to  develop  such  women,  onr  present  method  of  educating  girls,  which  is  an 
injurious  waste  of  time,  must  be  entirely  remodeled,  and  I  shall  look  forward  with  great 
Interest  to  any  plan  of  action  that  may  be  aoggested  by  yoor  Ckmventioii. 

Witn  ht^arty  sympathy  In  every  ssplrstlon,  and  the  light  band  of  feOowilifp  to  eveqr 
conscientions  worker,  believe  me, 

Very  truly  yours,  Elizabstb  Blaobwilu 

Lmn  raoM  tLVumA,  Wrwbt  Datib. 

It  is  also  often  asked  if  women  want  more  rights,  wliy  cio  they  not  take  them  ?  Let 
us  see  how  that  may  be.  Does  a  woman  desire  a  thorough  medical  edncation,  where  is 
the  tnstttntion  fully  and  properly  endowed  to  leoeive  ber  f  Two  woown,  it  U  true,  have 
made  their  way  through  two  separate  colleges,  and  when  they  bad  homoratdy  won  their 
diplomas,  and  even  the  voice  of  scandal  could  not  cast  a  shadow  upon  them,  they  were 
publicly  insulted  by  having  the  doors  of  those  institutions  closed  upon  all  others  of  their 
aex.  If  she  desires  a  course  of  thorough  disciplinary  study  for  any  purpose  whatsoever, 
where  is  she  to  find  means  or  the  institution  to  receive  her?  The  academic  iluides  are 
forhUlden  ground  to  her,  while  thair  massive  doors  Uun  with  no  bandi  ipratinf  aonnd 
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the  DMgk  w«rd  of  man  fot  man.  If  w«  did  not  feel  too  deeply  the  lojiutioe  of  thli,  «• 
nl^ii  eomlbtt  ooraelTes  with  the  idea  that  our  brains  am  to  aapflfkr  ttai  wv  do  not  aaad 

the  same  amonnt  of  etndy  and  discipline  as  the  other  »«x  

When  Socratea  was  adyocating  the  equal  educatloD  of  women  for  gOTeramental  offices, 
be  was  net  bf  lUUealo.  EBa  wotrda  In  eonaldetatlon  of  tt  areAdl  of  trladon.  fiayaihe 
ia(^,  "The  man  who  laughs  at  women  sfoing  through  their  pxprdses,  reaps  thr  unripe 
frolt  of  a  rldicolons  wisdom,  and  seems  not  tightly  to  know  at  what  be  laughs,  or  why 
he  doe*  il^  for  M  etervu  aad  wOI  be  deemed  s  noble  aaying,  that  the  profltable  le 
beratttdlaadlfaebwtftabaeeu** .... 

The  harmony,  unity,  and  oneness  of  the  race,  can  not  be  secured  while  there  Is  class 
legifilatJoo ;  while  one  half  of  humanity  is  cramped  within  a  narrow  sphere  and  goTemed 
hy  arMtrary  power.  TUe  OBreeognlMd  Mff  dealiee  tbeae  faetttiona  reatfahits  rcmored, 
■and  to  be  placed  side  by  side  with  the  other,  Pimply  that  there  may  be  full,  free,  and 
equal  development  in  the  futore.  Tbe  moral  life  which  arises  this  claim  is  the  God 
wtCbinu.  TbeforoewbldiopiKMealt,itiiiatteieBotwbeiieelteoa>ea, '*bof  tfaeearfht 
eartby.** .... 

LMvm  faoic  Wm.  H.  Ain>  Mabt  Jomnoir. 

The  Influence  of  woman  as  a  wife  and  o  mother  has  been  ?o  oft^n  portraypJ,  that  It 
would  be  dlfflcoU  to  find  a  moral  writer  wbo  has  not  indulged  In  the  fhiitfnl  tbeme,  but 
we  ean  not  omit  tte  oeeaakm  of  quoting  tbe  aentfmenta  of  Ibe  eloquent  Wm.  Wlit  on 
llila  anbjeet :  "  Is  not  our  conduct  toward  this  ^ex  ill-advised  snd  foolijih  in  relatloo  to 
our  own  happiness?  Is  It  not  to  n  ject  a  liDon  which  Providence  Ijlndly  offers  to  u«,  and 
which,  were  we  to  embrace  and  cultivate  it  with  skill,  would  retiue  and  enlarge  the 
•onraae  of  onr  own  enjoyment,  and  purify,  raSae,  and  ennoble  oar  own  eharaeter  beyond 
the  power  of  human  calculation  ? 

**  Aa  the  oompenioD  of  a  man  of  sense  and  Tirtue,  as  an  instrument  and  partner  of  bis 
earthly  happtaMoa,  wbattatbemoetbaanllfalwoaaaltttheworidwlthoBtniBlnd-^wtth- 
otit  a  cultivated  mind,  cflpnbic  of  an  '*"'"s<tted  flotwtpondmfte  wHb  hie  own,  and  of 
ciprocatlng  all  hla  tboogbta  and  feelings  ? 

la  not  our  conduct  on  thla  head  ungenerous  and  ignoble  to  the  other  sex  ?  Do  we  not  de- 
prtfie  th«n  of  the  brlgfateat  and  moatanfallc  portion  of  their  character,  degrade  them  flrooi 
the  rank  of  intelligence  which  they  are  formed  to  hold  ;  and  Instead  of  making  them  the 
partners  of  our  souls,  attempt  to  debaae  them  into  mere  objects  of  sense  f 

**Iinotoaf  eondnetmeaa  aaAdaetafdlyf  Doeaitnot  look  aelf  weweioafteidfhat^ 
with  equal  opportunities,  thif  woDU  ilTal  na  In  totdllfBBoe»  and  enanlno  and  refnte  ow 
pretended  superiority  t " 

We  congrttulate  tbe  CoDvention  on  the  letoetJon  of  the  place  for  holdlngtbeb  ddlbei»> 
tions.  In  no  part  of  the  State  could  a  eomnmnlty  be  found  better  qualified  to  sppredato 
the  objects  of  each  a  niectlnR,  or  tbe  means  for  their  accomplishment.  Chester  has 
undoubtedly  taken  the  lead  of  all  her  sister  counties  in  educational  movementa,  as  may 
bewttneaaed  In  bor  nnncnNW  ilooriahlag  adioola  Ibr  boOi  aenaa,  wbkli  are  aMnettaig, 
as  to  s  common  focus,  pupils  ttom  all  parts  of  the  country.  And  It  affords  us  nnmfngled 
pleura  to  obserre  the  nnmerona  female  achools  that  have  been  catabUshed  to  tbb  quar* 
ter,  and  tbe  patronage  that  baa  been  extended  toward  them.  Tbeae  are  aun  takUeollona 
of  an  Improved  public  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  development  of  the  female  nlnd. 

But  there  are  other  indicattona  of  advancement  In  this  particular  still  more  encour- 
aging, because  they  exhibit  fruits  of  the  most  ennobling  powers  of  tbe  human  under- 
etandlng.  We  allude  to  thoee  oenevolent  aaaodations  partieiiliily  Ibr  ptooaoUny  taas' 
persnce,  in  which  the  femules  of  Chester  County  have  borne  such  a  coosplcnon?  anfi 
eSectlTe  part.  The  reflection  is,  indeed,  animating,  that  at  a  period  when  almost  all 
kladied  eaaoelallOBa  to  tbe  Stal^  enioBg  the  otter  eex,  bad  leniniAed,  end  taten 
seemed  likely  once  more  to  overwhelm  the  land  with  more  desolatlnp  evils  than  had  ever 
yet  been  known,  there  waa  yet  to  be  found  in  Cheater  County  an  assoclstion  of  females 
wbo  were  nobly  bearing  the  ctandsrd  of  total  abetlnaace,  and  by  their  welUlnied  laben 
giving  evidence  that  there  was  yet  vitality  in  the  oeneet  Thns  we  have  seen  ooioa^ln 
this,  but  in  other  flelda  of  moral  reform,  that  the  progteea  baa  mtformly  been  fmnnann 
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•nrate  with  the  intellectual  and  moral  culture  of  the  female  mind.  Let  the  sex,  then, 
give  their  taiftiMiioe  In  pronottof  a  qrvlnn  of  «d«e«ttoii  that  will,  If  earrfed  out*  Menra 
to  eTeiy  woman  tn  the  land  the  bleeeings  of  thorough  practical  instmctloii.  lAiy  the 
dellberatlone  of  the  Convention  tend  to  the  promotion  of  tliff}  moet  desirable  object 
With  such  developmenU  as  must  result  from  the  more  general  difiasion  of  knowledge, 
not  only  r^gtM^.tmt  dvtlea  liiat  hara  baan  hUdan  bf  tha  BagsaaChna  of  Ignofaaea  and 
bigotry  will  be  brougbt  to  lic^bt,  and  tha  MX  wlU  ratUse  the  nohla  MOtiinattkoCoiia  «f 
Kew  Sngland's  gifted  aons,  that 

**  New  oeeaalons  teach  new  dados— Time  makes  anelent  good  ancooth. 
They  most  opward  still  and  onward,  who  woaW  kesp  abreast  of  Treth  1** 

Dedrlng  that  your  discussions  may  be  guided  by  that  spLrlt  which  has  heretofore  char- 
aetaitaad  lham,  wa  ramain  joor  fMoMla, 

Wm.  H.  JoBHaov  iflD  Mamt  jroHHacnr. 

RbSOLUTIOKS  OV  THB  Wa8T0HK6TaR  COMTSHTIOiV,  1888l 

JBtsolMii;  That  every  party  whldi  datana  to  represent  tha  humanity,  ttia  dvOiaatioo,  or 
the  progress  of  the  age,  is  bound  to  tDMttba  on  Ita  baanar,  "Xqvallty  hafoia  tha  lawa, 

without  distinction  of  sex." 

JioKtlvtd^  That  the  science  of  government  is  not  necessarily  connected  with  the  violence 
and  Intrigna  whtdi  are  now  fngnanOy  pfaetlaed  by  parly  pdlltielRna,  naMiar  doea  tha 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  or  the  propek  discharge  of  govemraenta]  duties  nao* 
cssarily  Involve  tbe  sarriflce  of  the  refinement  or  sensibilities  of  true  womanhood. 

Bewlved,  Thut  in  demanding  for  women  that  equal  station  among  their  brethren  to 
whleh  thA  lawa  of  natnra  and  of  naftara'a  Qod  anUtla  them,  wa  do  not  wga  tha  dalm  In 
the  spirit  nt  an  adverse  policy,  or  witti  any  idea  of  sepamta  advantcgea,  OT  In  aqy  appr^ 
hension  of  coniUcting  interests  between  the  sexes. 

Jteofiied,  That  whlla  wa  regret  tha  ant^gonlim  Into  which  wa  are  neeeMailly  bnragfat 
to  soma  of  tba  lawa,  euatoma,  and  monopolies  of  sodaty,  wa  have  cause  to  rejoice  that 
the  expo«nre  of  the  great  wrongs  of  woman  has  been  so  promptly  met  by  a  kind  spirit, 
and  a  dbpogltion  to  redress  these  wrongs,  to  open  avenues  for  her  elevation,  and  to  co- 
operate for  her  entire  anfraachtsament. 

Eetcitted,  That  Uie  greatest  and  most  varied  development  of  the  hnman  mind,  and  the 
widc-t  sphere  of  nBcfulnees,  can  be  obtained  only  by  the  highest  intellectual  culture  of 
tbe  whole  people,  and  that  all  obotractions  sboold  be  removed  which  tend  to  prevent 
woman  ftom  antartng,  aa  finely  aa  men,  upon  tha  atady  of  tha  phyafcal,  mantai,  and 
mond  sciences. 

Emived,  That  we  can  not  appreciate  the  Jnstlce  or  generosity  of  the  laws  which  re- 
quire women  to  pay  taxes,  and  thus  enable  legislators  richly  to  endow  colleges  and  uni- 
versities for  their  own  sex,  from  which  tbe  female  sex  Is  entirely  excluded. 

Resolved,  That  the  growing  liberality  of  li  crislalion  and  Jndlcial  conetniction,  in  regard 
to  the  property  rights  of  married  women,  affords  gratifying  evidence  of  the  equity  of  onr 
demanda  and  of  their  progress  in  public  aantlmant 

Rf-xdved,  That  the  dlBposition  of  property  by  law  as  affecting  married  parties,  ongbt  to 
be  the  eamc  for  tlie  husband  and  ttie  wife,  "that  she  (Should  have,  dnrintj  life,  an  equal 
control  over  tlic  property  gained  by  their  mutual  toil  and  sacrihces  \  and  be  heir  to  her 
hnabaad,  pradMly  to  the  aztant  that  he  la  heir  to  her.** 

IftMilitd,  Tlmt  the  mother  hAm;  m  much  the  natural  guardian  of  the  child  as  the  father, 
ougiit  so  to  be  recognized  In  law,  and  if  it  la  justly  the  province  of  the  court  to  appoint 
guardians  for  minors,  want  of  qualiflcation  in  the  anrviving  pareut  should  be  the  required 
condftkm  of  tha  apptkntoMat. 

Metotved,  That  tho  It  pqnulity  of  the  rfniuiicration  paid  for  woman's  labor  conipan  d 
with  that  of  man,  is  unjust  and  degrading,  for  so  long  as  custom  awards  to  her  smaller 
eompoaantloD  for  eervlcaa  of  eqaal  valne,  she  wfll  be  held  In  a  state  of  dapendenea,  not 

by  any  order  of  nature,  but  by  an  arbitrar}'  rule  of  man. 

Jbsohwf,  Tliat  the  distinctive  trait«  of  female  character,  like  it«  distinct  physical  organ- 
ism, having  its  foundation  in  nature,  the  widest  range  of  thought  and  action,  and  the 
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highest  calttTBtton  and  derelopmcDt  of  al]  Its  wled  powen,  will  only  nMke  more  appwcot 
thOM  ftensibfUtlea  ami  i^rjces  which  are  considered  its  peculbr  charm. 

Reaoltttl,  That  In  clainiin;;  for  woman  all  the  rights  of  human  beinjprs  we  are  but  uwrt- 
Ing  her  homanity,  leaving  the  differeacec  actually  existing  In  the  male  aud  female  coiutl^ 
tntlons  to  take  eare  of  thenuelTen,  these  dUEerenoea  Ihnkhlng  no  raaaon  for  Mibjectinf 
one  sex  to  the  other. 

lie  wived.  That  a  Committee  be  apjwintcd  to  prepare  and  clrcnlate  pellllonft,  a«k5n?of 
our  Legi»latare  such  a  change  Id  the  Cooatitntion  and  laws  of  thid  State,  as  shall  ext«od 
to  woman  the  iNlTfleg«  of  the  eleetlye  fnndiffle,  and  equality  In  the  dlTMoo  and  tnhvlfr 

ance  of  properly. 

Jienolfed,  That  said  Committee  be  instructed  to  collect  lufurmatiou  upon  the  ri^tiu 
acknowledged  and  prl^-ileKea  guaranteed  to  women  by  other  Statea  and  GovenuMati, 
pnbUahtaig  It  In  aneh  way  aa  by  them  ahall  be  deemed  beat  for  piomotlnii  poUtttal  anl 

lethal  equality  between  th--  -loxea. 

£emtlvtd.  That  H.  M.  Darlington,  P.  K  Gibbona,  Hannah  Wright,  Maiy  Aon  FoltOB, 
Sarah  E.  Miller,  Lea  Pasey,  and  Rntti  Dngdale  be  the  Oommltlae. 

Oliver  Juhnaon  offered  a  reeotntloii  expressing  the  ssUi^faction  afforded  to  the  memben 
of  the  Convention  by  tho  presence  and  labors  of  those  frieiitln  who  had  come  fmm  tlielr 
distant  homes  in  other  States  to  bo  with  us  on  this  occasion.  It  was  onaulmouBly  a<iop(eil. 

The  Conventhm  adjonmed  atna  dk. 

Vovutu  Mavioxai*  W.  R.  Oovmvnm,  Fuladiimia,  Ooyobu  18, 19, 80, 185i 

SB80L1TTIOH8. 

Item^i^d,  That  we  conETnUnt*'  thp  true  friends  of  woman  upon  tlie  rapid  propres?  which 
her  cause  has  made  during  the  year  post,  In  apite  of  the  hostility  of  the  bad  and  tite 
pnjadteae  of  fhe  ((ood. 

JitMolved,  That  woman's  aspiration  is  tu  be  the  only  limit  of  woman's  destiny. 

Jietolved,  That  so  long  as  woman  Is  debarred  front  an  equal  education,  restricted  in  b<a 
employments,  denied  the  right  of  independent  property  if  married,  and  denied  in  sU 
ceaee  the  riirht  of  eontnllln^  the  leffialatton  wUoh  ahe  la  iM»?erthekaa  bound  to  ob«|]r,ao 

long  mnst  the  woman't*  rfL'lits  a<rifatfon  be  contimu'd. 

HemUmi,  That  in  perfect  contidencc  that  what  we  desire  will  one  day  be  aocompUihtd, 
we  commit  the  canae  of  woman  to  Ood  and  to  humanity. 

Retolved,  That  in  demanding  the  educational  righta  of  woman,  we  do  not  deny  the  nata^ 
ral  dlstiuctlonri  of  sex,  l>nt  only  wit^li  tn  i!fvc!op  them  fully  and  harmoniously. 

ItetoUed,  That  in  demanding  the  Industrial  rights  of  woman,  we  only  claim  that  6he 
ahooM  hate  "  a  Mr  d»7*a  wagce  for  a  Mr  day'a  wotk,"  whidi  la,  howerer,  InipoariMa 
while  she  is  restricted  to  fsw  fll-peid  aTOcatfona,  and  unable  (if  marded)  to  omitnl  h* 

own  earnings. 

JSe*ol9€d,  That  la  demanding  the  polllical  rights  of  wuuitui,  we  atmply  assert  the  foo- 
damentd  ptiaelpie  of  demoeia^y— that  taxation  and  repreeeatation  ahonld  gotogetbec, 
and  that,  if  this  principle  is  denied,  all  our  institutions  mui^t  fall  with  It. 

Buolved^  That  our  present  democracy  la  an  ahaardlty,  since  it  deprives  woman  ereo  of 
the  political  power  wlddi  la  allowed  toherlnBiuope,  and  aboUahee  all  other  arfatocnqr 
only  to  estabUah  a  new  arfatoency  of  aex,  whleh  inolndea  oB  men  and  exdndm  sU 
women. 

Mesolved,  That  it  is  because  we  recognise  the  beauty  and  sacredneaa  of  the  family,  Uiit 
we  demand  fbr  woman  an  equal  poettton  tteve,  Inatead  of  her  loring,  ae  vow,  the  oonlnl 
of  her  own  property,  the  custody  of  her  own  chUdreu,  atid,  finally,  her  own  legal  exist- 
ence, under  lawa  which  hare  all  been  pronounced  by  jiitata   a  disgrace  to  a  heatiieB 

nation." 

JBmilMif,  That  we  aige  It  npon  Che  woman  of  eveiy  Ameriean  State :  Vhral,  topeSttm 

the  Iptd'^luturcs  for  universal  suffrage  and  a  reform  In  the  rli^hti  of  property  ;  second,  to 
use  their  utmost  efforta  to  improve  female  education ;  third,  to  open  aa  ra|diUy  aa  poa- 
tlUa  now  cihannela  for  female  induatcy. 
Mn.  Ttacgr  Cutler  mada  an  addreaa  npoa  the  otjaota  of  the  nofaaant 
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CHAPTBR  XI. 

LUCHETIA  Mott'S  FuSEBAL. 

Lucretla  Mott  died  at  her  qalet  home,  Boadside,"  near  Philadelphia,  Nov.  11, 1880. 
Hotwitbatanding  the  Associated  Preea  dlapateli  wdd,  **Fiiiienl  strictly  private  by  special 
reqaeflt,'*  the  attendauce  od  that  occasion  was  lar^c  The  FklBtaMfida  Timm  thus  de- 
Acribes  it :  The  f aneral  of  Lucretia  Mott,  attended  by  an  immense  concourse  of  people, 
at  her  res^ence  as  wdl  as  in  the  cemetery,  was  an  Impressive  scene  not  soon  to  bo 
tforgottea.  A  bandfonw  ■Ume  booae,  rtawllng  In  tefleftdly  laid  <nit  and  eaieftilly  kept 
g;RNiiMls  stndded  with  forest  trees,  just  west  of  the  old  fork  road  iu  Cheltenham  township, 
Monteromery  County,  was  the  home  of  Lucretia  Mott.  On  tlii«  occasion  thfi  road  and 
grounds  were  densely  packed  with  carriages,  people  on  horfcbac^  and  on  foot,  coming 
Aom  niaay  lalica  tfMttfc  to  pay  tlMlr  laat  trilmtw  of 

The  funeral  was  condncted  accordini^  to  the  custom  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  was 
in  all  its  appointments  simple  and  unostentatious,  in  keeping  with  the  character  of  tha 
nobla  woman  who  had  passed  away.  No  set  forms  were  obaerfed. 

The  body,  in  her  usual  Quaker  ooatnme,  lay  in  a  racni  adjoining  the  Ilbnuy,  In  a  plain, 
tmpoHshed  walnut  cofllu,  padded  and  lined  with  some  white  material,  but  without  any 
ornamentation  whatever.  There  were  no  flowers  and  no  ottered  demonstrations  of  grief, 
^mt  a  profomid  aadneaa  aeened  to  pervade  the  honie^  and  for  half  an  boor  no  lonod  waa 
lieard  in  the  densely  thronged  rooms  save  the  mnffled  tread  over  the  thick  carpetaoC 
fresh  arrivals  and  the  whispered  directions  of  a  aarvanfi,  pointing  the  wajf  to  the  room 
-where  a  last  look  at  the  dead  might  be  had. 

Aiba]^paitlSo*alodEDeborah  Wharton  ifnaefkion her aeat In  the iMMlor,  and  madeft 
fcrlef  but  touching  address  on  the  Itfo  and  cbartict^r  of  the  deceased.  She  began  by  a 
•quotation  from  tlie  Bible:  "This  day  a  mighty  prince  has  fallen  in  Israel."  She  then 
contrasted  the  condition  in  life  of  Lucretia  Mott  and  that  of  a  prince,  and  tibowed  how 
4be  had  accomplished  more  for  bomanl^  than  the  moet  powerful  princes,  bat  wMioot 
Aoiso  and  tumult  and  the  shcddlni,'  of  blood. 

Dr.  Fumess  paid  a  beautiful  tribute  to  tlie  dead.  Ho  quoted  the  beatitudes  from  the 
the  fifth  chapter  of  Matthew,  and  applied  them  to  her.  We  are  acctutomed,"  he  said, 
**'  to  q  »eak  of  the  dead  aa  having  gone  to  their  reward,  bat  Lneretia  Kott  had  her  inward 
kcrc,  and  she  shall  have  it  hereafter  a  hundred  fold,''  Dr.  Fumesa  closed  with  an  elo- 
^j^uent  prayer  tiiat  the  ezAmpIe  of  the  beautiful  life  ended  upon  earth  might  not  t>e  lost 
tipon  the  Uvlng. 

Phoebe  Cousins  paid  a  tender  and  loving  tribute  that  touched  every  heart.  Then  loT* 
Ing  hands  took  up  the  little  coffin— It  looked  hardly  larger  than  a  chlld'(»—  and  bore  It  to 
the  gravelled  drive  in  front  of  the  house.  The  route  was  down  York  road  to  FairhiU, 
the  Friends*  oemeleiy,  at  Oennentown  Aveone  and  Oanhria  Street,  In  thb  dty,  whldi 
was  reached  about  three  o'clock.  Here  several  hundred  people  were  already  gathered 
to  witness  the  interment.  Fairbill  is  a  little  cemetery,  about  the  size  of  a  city  Hquare. 
It  la  mound-shaped,  sloping  up  from  all  sides  to  the  center.  It  is  hlled  with  trees 
«nd  shrubbery,  bat  does  not  contain  a  ringle  mounment,  the  graves  being  simply  maikod 
with  little  marble  blocks,  whicli  d'>  not  rise  more  thnn  six  inches  above  the  ground.  In 
the  highest  part  of  the  grounds  was  the  open  grave,  by  the  side  of  the  husband,  James 
Jfotti  whowaalmrledahonttwelve  yeanago.  Above  the  grave  spread  the  branohee  of  an 
«ap«n  trte,  and  near  it  is  a  weeping  willow.  While  thoManda  atood  about,  the  coffin 
was  reverently,  solemnly,  and  silently  lowered.  The  gMvt  vaathanflUed  np^  the  friends 
Anmed  Mnj,  and  slowly  the  cemetery  was  deserted. 

Memorial  eervlees  were  held  the  same  day  and  boor  by  Liberal  Oermana  In  lOlwanlde, 
Wiflooneln,  and  by  the  City  Suffru^'o  Association  in  New  York.  Dr.  Clement  Lozler,  presi 
4lentof  the  society,  presided.   Charles  G.  Araes,  of  Philiult-lphia  ;  Frederick  Hinckley, 
of  Providence ;  Robert  Collyer,  of  New  York,  gave  memorial  aeruuos  in  their  respective 
chnndiea. 
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CHAPTER  Xlir. 
MBS.  •VASTcnt't  mnmoBicw. 

BuxAam  0.  8vAa«Qiii.-~J<ir  Dmr  tHmd  .•— Tte  ■*  Woomii**  BI|(Mi  MoivaaMnt  **  tea 

deeply  Iot*re«t«<l  your  gfenprous  heart,  and  yon  have  ever  been  ready  to  sorve  It  with 
your  Tigoront  nndentuidliig.  It  U,  therefore,  at  the  risk  o(  appe«rtag  foinewbet  unkind 
and  ondTll,  that  I  give  my  honest  aniwer  to  yovr  ({aealioD.  Too  wooM  know  why  I 
have  so  little  faith  in  this  movement.  I  reply,  that  It  1b  not  in  the  proper  hands  ;  snd 
that  the  proper  bands  arc  not  yet  to  be  found.  The  present  age,  althoogfa  In  advance  of 
any  fonner  age,  nevertbeleaa,  very  far  frum  being  sofflcienUy  ander  the  away  of  rea- 
•OB  to  toko  op  the  eane  of  troiuii,  and  eany  It  formhl  to  •ueeeM.  A  nodi  otwgof 
and  mnch  more  widely  diffmed  common  f«ense  th.in  has  characterized  any  of  the  ren- 
eratiODS,  moat  plajr  ita  mightiest  artilleiy  upon  the  stupendooa  i>fla8  of  nooaeoae,  which 
tradttioo  and  ehtralryaad  a  misinterpreted  aod  raperatUioiu  Chxiitlaslty  have  reared 
In  the  way  of  this  cause,  ere  woman  can  haro  ttM  pwapeet  Of  Hm  VeeogDltlOD  Of  hflT 
rights  and  of  her  confessed  equality  with  man. 

The  obi}ect  of  the  "  Woman's  Rights  Movement "  is  nothing  less  tlian  to  recover  the 
ifghia  of  woman  nothing  less  than  io  addero  Imt  tDdcpeBdoMe.  She  to  now  tte  d^ 
pendent  of  man;  and,  Insitead  of  rif?ht«,  she  has  but  privilc|t?es— the  mere  concessions 
(always  revocable  and  always  uncertain)  of  the  other  sex  to  her  sex.  I  eay  aothiug 
againat  iUf  object.  Ittoaaproperaa  Ittogvtet;  aadtiiitnftlareellndftroaiaBeaaiiot 
be  half  herself,  nor  can  man  be  half  himself.  I  rejoice  in  this  olijt  ct;  and  my  sorrow  i.*, 
that  they,  who  are  Intent  upon  It,  are  not  capable  of  adjusting  themsi>lveii  to  it— not 
hi^-soaled  eoouKb  to  consent  to  those  changes  and  saerlflces  in  themselvea,  In  their 
positions  and  relations,  essential  to  the  attotamiMit  of  this  vital  object. 

What  if  a  nutioii  in  the  heart  of  Knropc  were  to  adopt,  and  uniformly  adhere  to,  the 
practice  of  cutUug  off  one  of  the  hands  of  all  their  new-bom  children  f  It  would  from 
thta  eanae  be  ledneed  to  povortjr,  to  balpleet  dependenoe  npoo  Om  tibaittgr  of  rantmnd- 
InL'  natifiTis,  and  to  just  sur  h  a  mca.surc  i  'f  jirivllegcs  as  they  might  see  fit  to  allow  it,  in 
exchange  for  ita  forfeited  rights.  Very  great,  indeed,  would  be  the  folly  of  this  atrange 
nation.  Bat  a  atill  greater  folly  would  It  be  guilty  of,  should  It,  notwtthetaodfQg  thia 
voluntary  mutilation,  claim  ul!  the  wealth,  aud  all  the  rights,  and  all  the  respect,  and  all 
the  independence  which  It  enjoyed  before  it  cnt'^f^d  upon  this  «iystom;Uic  mutil:Ui<m. 

Now,  this  twofold  folly  of  this  one-hand  nation  UlustrHles  the  6imilar  twofold  folly  of 
•omewomoii.  yol«itarilywearln(r«bieomiBonwlthibelraeK,adi«iawbidiliDprieoBaand 
cripples  them,  they,  nevertheless,  follow  up  this  absurdity  with  the  t^renter  oi.e  of  covet- 
ing and  demanding  a  social  position  no  lcs«  foil  of  admitted  rights,  aud  a  relation  to  the 
other  aez  no  leai  foil  of  Indepondenee,  tiwn  midi  poatUoii  and  relatf on  tnmtd  natttnlly 
and  necessarily  have  been,  had  they  scorned  a  dress  which  leaves  thorn  less  than  half 
their  personal  power  of  self-Bubsisteuce  and  usefiilnees.  I  admit  that  the  muss  of  wom- 
en are  not  chargeable  with  this  latter  absurdity  uf  cherlshiu>;  aspinitious  and  urging 
daiina  so  iHiony  and  to  gloiliigly  at  war  witb  thla  votantaiy  ImpriMmnieDt  and  ttda  aaV- 
degradation.  They  are  content  in  their  helplessness  and  poverty  and  destitution  of 
rights.  Nay,  they  are  so  deeply  deluded  as  to  believe  that  all  thia  btdongs  to  their 
natural  and  Traavofdable  lot  But  the  handfU  of  women  of  whom  I  am  here  oompUhahig 
— the  woman's  riii^hts  women— perwToralBat  as  blindly  and  stabbomly  as  do  other  wom- 
en, in  wearing  a  dress  that  both  marks  and  makes  their  impotence,  and  yet,  O  anazlng 
incousistcucy  1  they  are  ashamed  of  their  dependence,  aud  remonstrate  against  its  injus- 
tice. Thef  claim  tlmt  Vint  fkdtoot  mcaanre  of  ilgtati  aod  independence  and  dlgnl^  ihill 
be  neronl'-d  to  theiTi,  and  yet  they  refuse  to  place  themsfllvesi  In  cin'um«t9ncefl  corrc- 
epoudlng  with  tlicir  claim.  They  demand  as  much  for  themselves  as  is  acknowledged  to 
be  dM  to  Ben,  and  j«t  thqr  refue  to  paj  the  iMoeMair,  Hw  sever'tO'be^voided  price  of 
wtafttthejr  demand— the  price  whicdt  men  have  to  poj  for  Iti 
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I  admit  tbftt  the  dress  of  woman  It  not  the  primal  cauae  of  her  helpieesneaa  and  dcgrti* 
datton.  That  caaao  It  to  be  ftmnd  in  the  fidia  doftrlnea  and  sentliiienta  of  wlilcli  fh* 
diMa  ia  the  oatgrowth  and  symbol.  On  tiie  other  hand,  homfer,  thaae  doetrtnei  and 
aentlmenta  would  never  have  become  the  huGre  bundle  they  now  are,  and  they  would 
probably  hare  all  languUbod,  and  perhaps  all  expired,  but  for  the  dress.  For,  as  in 
many  olhw  Imtaaoea,  so  in  tl^  and  empbattoally  ao  in  thia,  flie  eanae  la  made  more  efB- 
clent  by  the  reflex  Inflnenoe  of  the  effect.  Let  woman  give  up  the  Irrational  modes  of 
clothing  her  person,  and  these  doctrines  and  sentiments  would  ]>e  deprived  of  their  most 
>ital  allmeot  bj  being  deprived  of  thoir  most  natural  oxprcssloQ.  In  no  other  practical 
fbrms  of  folly  to  whidi  tfiey  mlgbt  betake  themaalTet,  eonld  UMy  opemte  so  Tlgopoady 

nod  be  so  Invleorated  hy  their  openitlon. 

Were  woman  to  throw  o£C  tbc  drans,  which,  in  the  eye  of  chivalry  and  gallantry,  is  so 
well  edapted  to  womanly  gracefulneas  and  wmnanly  helplessneas,  and  to  put  on  a  dreae 
<b«t  would  leave  her  fkee  to  woik  her  o«ni  way  throogh  the  worid,  I  aee  nol  Imi  tbai 
chivalry  and  gallantry  would  nearly  or  quite  die  out.  No  longer  would  she  present  her- 
aelf  to  man,  now  in  the  t)ewitching  character  of  a  plaything,  a  doll,  an  idol,  and  now  in 
the  degraded  charaeter  of  fell  Mmnt.  Bnt  be  woold  eonfaBi  feer  tnoamntatlon  Into  hla 
equal ;  and,  Uierefore,  all  oeeaalon  for  the  diaplay  of  ehlvaliy  md  gallantry  toward  her 
on  the  one  hand,  and  tyranny  on  the  other,  would  have  passed  away.  Only  let  woman 
attire  her  person  fitly  fur  the  whole  battle  of  li/e— that  great  and  often  rough  battle, 
wUdi  ibe  le  ea  mvoh  boond  to  df^t    men  la,  and  the  oommoo  eenae  expfeeaed  In  the 

change  will  put  to  flight  nil  the  nonsenlcal  fanrlee  idMMlther  superiority  to  man,  and  all 
the  nonsensical  fancied  about  her  Inferiority  to  him.  No  more  will  then  be  heard  of  her 
being  made  of  a  finer  material  than  man  ia  made  of ;  and,  on  the  contraiy,  no  more  will 
then  bo  heard  of  her  belog  bnt  tiie  complement  of  man,  and  of  its  taking  both  a  man 
and  a  woman  (the  woman,  of  course,  hut  a  sraHll  purt  of  it)  to  make  up  a  unit.  No  more 
wUl  It  then  be  said  that  there  is  sex  in  mind— an  original  sexual  difference  in  intellect 
What  a  pity  that  ao  many  of  onr  noUMt  women  malce  tthi  fbollah  admlarion  t  It  la 
oiade  by  the  great  majority  nf  the  women  who  plead  the  cause  of  woman. 

I  am  amazed  that  the  intenipT:'nt  women  ong^aged  In  the  "  Woman's  Rights  Move- 
ment," see  not  the  relation  between  their  dreea  and  the  oppreAslve  evila  which  they  are 
striving  to  throw  oK  I  am  amaaed  that  they  do  not  ace  that  their  dreae  la  tadlspeneable 
to  keep  in  coantenance  the  policy  and  purposes  out  of  which  those  evils  grow.  I  hazard 
nothing  in  saying,  that  the  rehiHon  betwecr.  the  dress  and  degradation  of  an  Amerlean 
woman,  is  as  vital  as  between  the  cramped  foot  and  degradation  of  a  Chinese  woman;  as 
irttal  aa  between  the  naee  of  the  Inmate  of  the  harem  and  tlie  eppanl  and  training  pro- 
vided for  her.  Moreover,  I  haz.ird  nothing  in  sayinp,  that  an  Anieriean  woman  will  never 
have  made  iier  most  effectual,  nor,  indeed,  any  Dcrvlceable  protest  agaiuat  the  treatment 
«f  her  sex  in  China,  or  by  the  lords  of  the  harem,  so  long  aa  die  oonaettll  to  have  her  own 
peiB(m  clothed  in  waya  ao  repqgnant  to  Maaon  and  ration,  and  gratefbl  only  to  a  viti- 
nted  taste,  be  it  In  her  own  or  In  the  other  sex. 

Women  are  holding  their  meetings ;  and  with  great  ability  do  they  urge  their  claim  to 
tbc  right^s  of  property  and  enflrage.  lint,  aa  in  the  caae  of  the  eohned  man,  the  great 
needed  change  Ia  in  blmid^  ao,  alao.  In  the  case  of  woman,  the  great  needed  change  la 
In  herself.  Of  what  comparative  avail  would  be  her  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffra^^e,  If 
ehe  is  b  till  to  remain  the  victim  of  her  preaeni  falae  notions  of  herself  and  of  her  rela- 
tiona  to  the  other  aexf— fUae  notions  ao  emphatically  repieeented  and  perpetoated  by 
her  drcjis  ?  Moreover,  to  concede  to  her  the  rights  of  property  would  be  to  benefit  her 
comparatively  little,  unless  she  shall  resolve  to  break  out  from  her  clothes-prison,  and 
to  undertake  right  earnestly,  as  right  earnestly  as  a  man,  to  get  property.  Solomon 
aaya :  **  The  deatmetion  of  the  poor  la  dielr  poverty.**  The  adage  that  knowledge  to 
power,  Is  often  repealed  ;  and  there  are.  Indeed,  many  instances  to  verify  it.  Neverthe- 
leaa,  aa  9  general  proposition,  it  is  a  thousandfold  mure  emphatically  true  that  property 
ia  power.  Knowledge  helps  to  get  property,  but  property  is  the  power.  That  the  alavea 
are  a  hdpleaa  pray,  ia  dilely  because  they  arc  ao  poor  and  their  masters  so  rich.  Tha 
masses  almost  every^'here  are  well-nigh  powerlea?,  beeause  almost  everj-where  ttiey  are 
poor.   Uow  ioDg  will  they  consent  to  be  poor  f  Just  so  long  as  they  shall  consent  to  be 


Digitized  by  Google 


838 


History  of  Woman  Sufrage. 


robbed  of  their  God-given  rislit  to  the  Mil.  Thit  woomb  n«  bdplen  b  no  W0Dd«r« 

■o  long  as  women  are  paupers. 

Ab  long  as  woman  shall  be  silly  enough  to  Icam  her  lessons  in  the  schools  of  gallantry 
tnd  ehlfalfy,  m  tonic  wfU  It  bo  tho  hel|^  of  her  ambfttoo  to  be  o  gnieefbl  oml  amiable 

burden  upon  the  other  sex.  But  as  floon  as  she  "ihall  consent  to  place  benelf  under  the 
inatnictlons  of  reason  and  conimou  sense,  and  to  discard,  as  wholly  imaglnar>'.  those 
dUtarenoea  between  the  nature  of  man  and  the  natoo  of  woman,  out  of  which  have 
grown  Inuumem^ili^  nonHcnlcal  d<i(  trhifs  ami  notions,  atirl  all  sorts  of  namby  pam by  sen- 
timents, no  soon  wiU  she  find  that,  to  no  greater  extent  than  men  arc  dependent  on  eych 
other,  arc  women  to  fotter  the  Idea  of  their  dependence  on  men.  Then,  and  not  tUl  then, 
vOl  women  leara  that,  to  be  vsefOl  and  happy,  and  to  aeoompUah  the  high  pnrpoaes  of 
their  bclne:,  they  must,  no  less  emphatically  than  men,  stand  tipon  their  own  feet,  and 
work  with  own  hands,  and  bear  the  burdens  of  life  with  tbeir  own  strength,  and  braro 
Its  stonns  with  their  own  resolateDeas. 

The  next  "  Woman's  Rights  Convention  "  will,  I  take  it  for  trranted,  differ  but  little 
from  its  predecessors.  It  will  abound  in  righteous  demands  and  noble  senttment^,  but 
not  in  the  eyidenoe  that  they  who  enmielate  thflit  dwuttda  and  aontimcDta  an  prepared 
to  put  themselves  in  harmony  with  what  tbv  ooooeim  and  demand.  In  ft  woid,  for  tbw 
lack  of  Mich  preparation  and  of  the  deep  eamestnesB,  which  alone  can  prompt  to  such 
preparation,  it  will  be,  as  has  been  every  other  Woman's  Eights  Convention,  a  failure. 
Oookl  I  eee  it  made  up  of  women  whoae  drees  would  Indicate  their  tmndation  from  oow- 

urdlce  t<i  rotinigc ;  from  Hlavcry  to  fn'odom  ;  from  the  kingdom  of  faney  and  fashion  and 
fooleiy  to  the  kingdom  of  reason  and  rigbteoouieee,  then  would  I  hope  for  the  elevation 
of  woman ,  aye,  and  of  man  too,  as  perhaps  I  hvn  Mver  yet  hoped.  What  diovid  be  tiio 
parts  iuhI  particulars  of  Huch  dress,  I  am  Incqwbla  of  aaylng.  Whilst  tho  "Bloomer 
drpHB  "  Is  unspeakably  better  than  the  common  dre^s,  it  neverthclens  affords  not  half 
that  freedom  of  the  ptnton  which  woman  is  entitled  and  bound  to  enjoy.  I  add,  on  this 
point,  thatbowofer  moeb  the  dfeeaeaof  the  aozaa  ahovtd  naembte  eaeh  olbor,  deeaoe/ 
and  virtue  and  other  oomldefntloBa  nqvlro  that  tbejihoidd  boobvlon^ZdiattiqrBidiabio 
from  each  other. 

I  am  not  unaware  that  audi  vtews  as  I  have  expheeaed  in  this  letter  win  be  regarded  a» 

aenring  to  break  down  the  characteristic  delicacy  of  woman.  I  frankly  admit  that  I 
would  have  it  broken  down;  and  that  I  would  have  the  nrtifieial  and  conventional,  the 
nonsensical  and  pumicions  thing  give  place  to  the  natural  delicacy  which  would  be  com- 
mon to  both  aezea.  Am  the  delteaoy,  vdileb  ia  made  peenliar  to  one  of  the  aexea,  t» 
unnatural,  and,  thereforo,  false,  this,  which  would  he  common  to  both,  would  be  natnral, 
and,  therefore,  true.  I  would  have  no  characteristic  delicacy  of  woman,  and  no  charac- 
aeteristie  eoareeneee  of  man.  On  the  oontraiy,  hetieTlng  man  and  woman  to  have  tho 
same  nature,  and  to  be  therefore  under  obligation  to  have  the  same  character,  I  wonld 
subject  tbem  to  a  common  standard  of  morals  and  manners.  The  delicacy  of  man  »houM 
be  no  less  shrinking  than  that  of  woman,  and  the  bravery  of  woman  should  be  one  with 
tlw  braveiy  of  man.  Then  wonld  there  be  a  pabUe  aenttment  vaiy  mdlka  that  wbleb 
now  requires  the  pcxe?  to  dilTer  In  chamcter,  and  which,  therefore,  iKdds  them  amenable 
to  different  codes— codes  that,  in  their  partiality  to  man,  oUow  Un  to  commit  high 
erfmea,  and  tliat,  in  their  erwdty  to  woman,  make  the  bare  enaplelon  of  each  crtraea  on 
her  part  the  justification  of  her  hopeless  dej^dntlon  and  niin. 

Tbey  who  advocate  that  radical  change  in  her  dross  which  common  sense  cnlls  for,  are 
infldoU  in  the  eyes  of  such  as  subscribe  to  this  interpretation  of  the  Bible.  For  if  the 
BUde  teaches  that  the  Roavan«ordalned  oondltton  of  woman  Is  so  anbordinate  and  her 
Heaven-ordained  character  so  mean,  then  they  are  Infldela  who  would  hnve  her  cast 
aside  a  dress  so  becoming  that  character  and  cundilion,  and  have  ber  put  on  a  dress  so 
entlrdy  at  war  with  her  hnmbte  nature,  as  to  indieato  her  eonsdona  equality  with  man, 
and  her  purpose  to  assert,  achieve,  and  maintiiln  hi t  Intlepoiub  nee.  Alng,  how  misap- 
prehended are  the  true  objects  and  true  uses  of  the  Bible !  That  blessed  book  Is  given 
to  as,  not  so  much  that  we  may  be  taught  by  it  what  to  do,  as  that  we  may  be  urged  by 
Ita  a<demn  and  fearful  commands  and  won  by  its  melting  entreattea,  to  do  what  we  already 
know  we  ahonld  do,  Such,  indeed,  la  the  greateH  valne  of  ita  reeorded  fact  that  Jeans 
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ChrtotAed  towf»  wfkOBiwriiiii.  W«  aliMdykaowtliatwe  ihoidd  ivpeot  of  our 

0fnB  and  pnt  them  awny ;  and  it  is  this  fact  which  fnmi-hfs  nur  ptmnpept  po«Bfble  motliry 
for  doing  lo.  Bat  men  run  to  the  Bible  profossedljr  to  be  taught  their  duty  In  matters 
where  their  ywf  Imtineti— frtiere  the  laws,  written  In  large,  anrntttakmble,  iMftteeable 
letters  npon  the  very  fonndattona  of  tbolr  being— teach  them  their  duty.  I  say  pro/M«- 
9dly^  for  generally  it  la  only  so.  They  run  to  the  Bible,  not  to  learn  the  tmth,  but  to  make 
the  Bible  the  miniater  to  folly  and  aln.  They  run  trom  themselres  to  the  Bible,  because 
tbay  GUI  more  eadlj  niMeod  In  tivMIng  Ita  records  into  the  seryice  of  their  guilty  pM- 
ilons  and  gxility  purposes  Uian  they  can  their  Inflexible  eonvlctlons.  They  run  to  the 
Bible  for  a  paramount  authority  that  shall  override  and  supplant  tlieae  uncomfortable 
oonrtatioiWi  Thy  nm  flwm  thotweliiiigs  of  flwlr  Mtow  and  tiio  wiBointnHww  of  tlwlr 
consciences  to  find  something  more  pHlatable.  Hence,  we  And  the  rnm-drlnker,  and 
■laveholder,  and  polygamist,  and  other  criminals  going  to  the  Bible.  They  go  to  It  for 
tho  very  purpose  of  Justlf ybig  their  kDowv  siiii.  But  not  only  may  wo  not  go  to  the  BIblo 
to  Justify  what  we  ounelTea  hoTe  already  condemned,  but  we  must  not  take  to  the  Judi- 
cature of  that  book,  a»  an  open  qnestion,  any  of  the  wrongs  a^inst  which  nature  and 
common  sense  cry  out — any  of  the  wrongs  which  nature  and  common  aense  call  on  to 
OOOdMIUi. 

So  fraught  with  erll,  and  ruinous  evil,  Is  tbl^  prfictice,  on  tte  part  of  the  Church  as 
well  M  the  world,  of  Inqniriog  the  judgment  of  the  Bible  In  regard  to  iliui,  which  the 
natwel  end  nnlverMi  eonteieooe  oondenue,  hot  wMdi  the  Inqntrer  meant  to  penlet  In, 

if  only  he  can  get  the  Bible  to  testify  against  his  conscience  and  in  favor  of  his  sins ;  so 
baleful,  I  say,  is  this  practice,  as  to  drive  me  to  the  cnneluMon  that  the  Bible  can  not 
continue  to  be  a  blessing  to  mankind  in  spite  of  it  The  practice,  in  its  present  wide  and 
wen-nigh  unlTereal  extent^  tuns  the  heaTonly  voinme  Into  a  eniMi.  Owing  to  tiila  pfao- 
tiee,  t.he  Bible  is,  this  day,  a  hindrance  rather  than  a  help  to  clTlKisatlnn.  . 

But  if  womao  is  of  the  same  oatnie  and  same  dignity  with  man,  and  If  as  much  and  as 
mailed  lalMf  to  needed  to  enpidy  her  went!  aa  to  eapply  the  waote  of  men,  and  tf  for  bar  to 
be,  as  she  so  emphatically  is.  poor  and  destitute  an'l  dependent,  is  as  fatal  to  her  happiness 
and  usefulness  and  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  high  purposes  of  her  existence,  as  the  like  cir* 
enmetanoee  would  be  to  the  honor  and  welfture  of  man,  why  then  put  her  In  a  drrsa  which 
oompde  her  to  be  a  pauper— a  pauper,  whether  lo  ribbons  or  rags  t  Why,  I  ask,  pnt  her  In 
a  dress  suited  only  to  those  occasional  and  Ivrief  mcKMls,  in  whicTi  man  regards  her  as  his 
darling,  his  idol,  and  his  angel ;  or  to  that  general  state  of  his  mind  In  which  he  looks 
npon  her  as  bis  serraot,  and  wtth  fseltngBeertalnly  much  nearer  contempt  than  adora- 
rfon.  Strive  yon  will  to  elpvatc  woman,  nevertheless  the  disabilities  and  degradation 
of  this  dress,  together  with  that  large  group  of  faUe  views  of  the  uses  of  her  being  and 
of  her  niattono  to  man,  ymholfnd  and  perpetuated,  as  I  hirra  already  said,  by  thto 
dreee,  iviH  make  your  strivtaif  vain. 

Woman  must  first  fight  against  herself — against  personal  and  mental  habits  so  deep- 
rooted  and  controlling,  and  so  seemingly  inseparable  from  herself,  as  to  be  mistaken  for 
her  Teiy  natnre.  And  when  aha  haa  aneereded  there,  an  aeay  y/Mmj  will  follow.  Ait 
where  shall  be  the  bnttle-{rronnd  for  this  infUfspenpable  si:lf-conqnest  ?  She  will  laugh  at 
my  answer  when  I  toll  her,  that  her  dress,  aye,  her  dress,  must  be  that  batUe-ground* 
WhatI  no  wider,  no  anbllmer  field  than  this  to  reap  her  gjorles  tai  t  My  farther  aaawer 
if*,  that  if  i*he  slinll  rciip  them  anywhere,  she  mu^t  first  reap  them  there.  I  add,  that  her 
triumph  there  will  be  her  triumph  everywhere ;  and  that  her  failure  there  wUl  he  her 
failure  cTery  where, 

Aftetlonatefy  yonn,  Onsn  SmiB; 

Msa.  8tamtoiii*»  BmT. 

Bbnma  Faixi,  D$c  a,  1886. 

Mt  dear  Cousin  :— Tour  letter  on  the  "  Wonian*a  BIfdit  Movement "  I  have  tbor- 
oughly  rend  and  consfdonvi.  T  thank  you,  in  the  name  of  woman,  for  havintr  said  what 
you  have  on  so  many  vital  points.  Yon  have  spoken  well  for  a  man  whose  couvictiuna 
on  this  mbfeet  an  the  resnit  of  reaeon  and  obierratlon ;  hat  they  alone  wtaooa  eovia 
amflredUuonghpenooal  operieooe  and  snflMng  can  eat  focOitlM  heli^t  and  depths 
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the  source  and  center  of  the  dc^datfon  of  women  ;  they  alone  can  feci  a  BteadfaM 
fkith  in  their  own  native  eneixj  and  power  to  accompliah  a  final  triumph  over  all  adveme 
■mroimdlaga,  «  speedy  and  complete  eaoe«M.  Ton  aay  yoa  1i«ve  Imt  Itltie  ftdtt  bi 
this  reform,  bccaaec  the  changes  we  propose  are  so  great,  ao  radical,  bo  comprebeuslve ; 
whilst  they  who  hate  commenced  the  work  are  so  puny,  feeble,  and  nndcvelop<>d.  The 
BDMa  of  women  are  developed  at  least  to  the  point  of  discontent,  and  that,  in  the  dawn 
of  thb  nation,  was  considered  a  most  dangeroiH  point  in  Um  BritlAi  PkritiaiMiilf  and  Is 
now  deemed  equally  so  on  a  Southern  plantation.  In  the  human  soul,  the  steps  between 
discontent  and  action  are  few  and  short  Indeed.  Yon,  who  anppoae  the  maae  of  women 
aontented,  know  Imt  Ittfle  vi.  the  nHent  todtKnatton,  die  deep  and  settled  dtagart  wMh 
which  they  coutrrnpUte  our  present  social  arrangements.  Tou  claim  to  believe  that  In 
eveiy  sense,  thouxht,  and  feelioi;,  man  and  woman  are  the  same.  Well,  now,  suppoM 
Tonnelf  a  womaB.  Ton  an  adneated  np  to  that  point  where  one  feels  a  deep  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  her  ooiuitiy«  and  in  all  the  great  questions  of  the  day,  in  both  Chvrch  and 
8f;ite  :  yet  you  have  no  voice  in  either.  Little  men,  with  little  brains,  mny  poor  forth 
Uic-ir  IttUc  sentimeote  by  the  hour,  In  the  forum  and  the  sacred  desk,  but  public  senti* 
moot  and  H»  reUgloo  of  oar  day  teadi  na  that  allaiioa  la  moat  baeoniiiiff  In  woman.  Bo 
toaolitude  you  betako  yourself,  and  read  for  your  consolation  the  thoughts  of  dead  men  ; 
but  from  the  Bible  down  to  Mother  Qooee^s  Melodies,  how  much  complacency,  think 
you,  yon  would  fisel  In  your  womanhood  f  The  phOoaopher,  the  poet,  and  the  atfat,  a|l 
OOmbipe  to  make  the  name  of  woman  synonymow  wMl  ilttMr  fool  or  devQ.  Every 
pulsion  of  the  human  soul,  which  In  manhood  becomeo  bo  ^T^nd  and  jrlorious  in  Its 
results,  is  fatiU  to  womankind.  Ambition  makes  a  Lady  Macbeth;  love,  an  Ophelia ;  none 
hot  tboaa  bntadaaa  tUnga,  wUlumt  win  or  paaaloo,  an  OTer  paraitttad  to  eoao  to  a  food 
end.    What  mea.sore  of  content  could  you  draw  from  the  literature  of  the  pjs^  » 

Again,  suppose  yourself  the  wife  of  a  confirmed  drunkard.  You  behold  your  earthly 
povaeaaions  an  passing  away ;  your  heart  to  made  deacilata ;  It  haa  eeaaed  to  pulaate  with 
dther  love,  or  hope,  or  Joy.  Your  house  is  sold  over  your  head,  and  with  it  every 
article  of  comfort  and  decency;  your  children  gather  round  you,  one  by  one,  each  new- 
comer clutlied  In  rags  and  crowned  with  shame ;  is  it  with  gladness  you  now  welcome 
the  eiribvaoe  of  that  beastly  hnahand,  feel  his  fevered  braath  upon  yonr  dhaak,  and  Inhala 
the  dlBinisting  odor  of  his  tobacco  and  rum  ?  Would  not  your  whole  soul  revolt  from 
such  an  union  ?  So  do  Uie  forty  ttu>uaand  drunkards*  wives  now  in  thia  State.  They, 
too,  are  aU  dlaeonteated,  and  bnt  for  the  preaanre  of  law  and  gospel  would  qiaedfly  ann* 
der  all  tlu-se  unholy  tics.  Yes,  sir,  there  nro  wompu,  ])urf"  and  virtuous  and  noble  a^ 
yourself,  apending  every  day  of  all  the  years  of  their  existence  in  the  most  intimate  asso- 
ciation with  infamous  men,  kept  so  by  that  monstrous  and  unnatoral  artlflce,  baptised  by 
tiie  aacred  naow  of  marriage.  I  might  take  you  through  many,  nianj  phaaea  of  wttnapa'a 
life,  into  tho-^e  sacred  relations  of  which  we  speak  not  hi  our  conventions,  where  woman 
feels  her  deepest  wrongs,  where  in  blank  despair  she  drags  out  days,  and  weeks,  and 
montha,  and  yeara  of  aflont  agony.  I  might  paint  yon  piotnrea  of  laiil  Ufa  ao  vlfid  aa  to 
Iwcf  from  you  th«'  nijonired  exclamation.  How  can  womni  ptuiure  such  things  ! 

We  who  have  spoken  out,  have  declared  our  tights,  political  and  civil ;  but  the  entire 
tevolntion  about  to  dawn  upon  us  by  the  adkoowlcdgmeot  of  woman**  aoohd  eqnaUtiy,  haa 
been  seen  and  felt  but  by  the  few.  The  rights,  to  vote,  to  bold  property,  to  speak  in 
public,  are  all-imjiortant;  but  ther«  are  great  social  rls/hts,  bLfore  which  all  other*  «ink 
into  utter  luaigiiilicancc.  The  cause  of  woman  is,  aa  you  admit,  a  broader  %nd  a  deeper 
one  than  any  with  whleh  yon  oompora  It ;  and  tiiIa,toma,  latheveiyraaaonTfrtiyitmaat 
succeed.  It  is  not  a  question  of  meats  and  drinks,  of  money  mid  huuls,  hut  of  huZOan 
rights— the  aacred  right  of  a  woman  to  her  own  person,  to  all  her  God-glvon  powwa  of 
body  and  aonL  Did  it  ever  eotor  Into  the  mind  of  man  that  woman  too  had  an  InaUeoa- 
ble  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  her  individual  happiness  ?  Did  he  ever  take 
in  the  idea  that  to  the  mother  of  the  race,  and  to  her  alone,  belonifcd  the  right  to  say 
when  a  new  being  should  be  brought  into  the  world  V  Has  be,  iu  the  gratltication  of  his 
bUnd  paaalona,  ever  ponaed  to  fhtak  whether  It  waa  with  Joy  and  ghidnesa  that  she  gave 
up  t^^n  nr  twenty  yeara  of  the  heyday  of  her  existence  to  all  the  cares  and  sufferings  of 
excessive  muteniity  y  Our  present  laws,  our  religloua  teachings,  our  social  customs  on 
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llie  whole  queBtlon  of  marriajc^e  and  divorce,  are  mo^t  depnidlng  to  woman  ;  and  »o  long 
at  man  continaes  to  think  and  write,  to  sp«ak  and  act,  as  if  materoity  was  the  one  and 
Mile  ottfect  of  •  womaa't  cxbtonea— lo  long  m  ehUdno  an  oonoeiTed  fn  wmhIiim«  mnd 
dtignit  ynn  must  not  look  for  high-toned  men  and  women  capaiUe  of  accomptlsbiDf; 
any  preat  and  noble  achievement  But  when  woman  shall  stand  on  an  even  pedestal  with 
man— whtiii  Uiti>  sball  be  bouud  together,  not  by  withes  of  law  and  gospel,  but  in  holy 
unity  and  lova,  thMi,  and  not  un  then,  shall  our  efforts  at  minor  reforms  be  crowned 
with  complete  success.  Here,  in  my  opinion,  Is  the  starting-point;  here  is  the  battle- 
ground where  our  independence  must  be  fought  and  won.  A  tme  marriage  relation  has 
fiu'moMtodowfafhe  etofattonor  womaa  tbeatte  i^e  end  eotof  lierdreie.  Dress 
is  a  matter  of  taste,  of  fuehlon  ;  it  is  changeable,  transient,  and  may  be  doffed  or  donned 
at  the  will  of  the  indlvidaal ;  but  institutiona,  aupported  by  l*ws,  can  be  overturned  but 
by  KTolnUon.  V^e  have  no  reason  to  hope  that  pantaloooa  would  do  more  for  us  than 
they  have  done  fbr  nan  Umself.  The  negro  slave  enjoys  the  most  unlimited  freedom  in 
his  attire,  not  snrpasr'cd  even  by  the  fashions  of  Eden  in  its  palmiest  days ;  yet  in  spite 
of  his  dreas,  and  his  maubood,  too,  he  Is  a  slave  stiU.  Was  the  old  Roman  In  his  toga 
]«•■  of  ementhanhenoirlelttewellow-tellaiidllgbtef  Didfbellowlqf  robeeoffCliilet 
Himself  render  Bis  life  less  grand  and  beantUU  f  lu  Mffird  to  droie,  wbere  jou  olalm 
to  be  io  radical,  you  are  far  from  consistent. 

Bdievtng,  ae  yon  do,  in  the  Identity  of  the  sexes,  that  all  the  dUlBranee  we  eee  In 
tastes,  in  character,  Is  entirely  the  result  of  eJucatlon— that  "  man  Is  woman  and  woman 
is  man" — why  keep  up  these  distinctions  iu  dress?  Surely,  whatever  dre»9  is  conven- 
ient for  one  sex  must  be  fur  the  other  abo.  Whatever  is  necessary  for  the  perfect  and 
ftdl  devetopment  of  man'e  physteal  Mng,  must  be  equally  eo  for  wouhui.  I  tally  egne 
with  you  that  woman  Is  terribly  cmtnpcd  and  crippled  in  her  present  style  of  dress.  I 
have  not  one  word  to  utter  io  its  defense  \  but  to  me,  it  seems  that  if  she  would  enjoy 
eottre  f^wedom,  she  staonld  diess  )nst  IBn  man.  Why  prodalni  onr  eez  on  the  bonse-tops, 
seeing  that  it  is  a  badge  of  degradation,  and  deprives  us  of  so  many  rights  and  privi- 
leges wherever  we  go  ?  Disguised  as  a  man,  the  distinguished  French  woman,  "  George 
Sand,"  has  been  able  to  see  life  in  Paris,  and  has  spoken  in  political  meetings  with 
great  applause,  as  no  woman  eonld  have  done.  In  nde  attlie,  we  could  travel  by  land  or 
sea  ;  po  through  all  the  streets  and  lanes  of  our  cities  and  towns  by  nlj^ht  and  day,  wSth- 
oat  a  protector  \  get  seven  hundred  dullars  a  year  for  teaching,  instead  of  three,  and  ten 
dollan  for  maldnft  a  coat.  Instead  of  two  or  threes  es  we  now  do.  All  this  we  could  do 
without  fear  of  Insult,  or  the  Icaet  eacriflcc  of  decency  or  virtue.  If  nature  has  not  made 
the  sex  so  clearly  defined  as  to  be  seen  through  any  disguit^e,  why  should  we  make 
the  difference  so  striking  ?  Depend  upon  it,  when  men  and  women  in  their  every-day 
life  see  andtblnkleaeofasacandmoraof  mind,  we  ehall  all  leadfw  pofar  and  blgber 
lives. 

Tunr  letter,  my  noble  cousin,  mubt  have  been  written  in  a  most  desponding  mood,  as 
eD  the  great  raforms  til  the  day  eeeni  to  joii  on  the  veige  of  fUlnre.  Wbat  are  the  ex- 
periences of  days  and  months  and  yean  in  the  lifetime  of  a  mighty  nation?  Can  one 
man  in  his  brief  hour  hope  to  eee  ttn  beginning  and  ond  of  any  reform  r  When  you 
eompare  the  pnblic  sentlnmit  and  social  enstoma  of  oor  day  with  wbat  th^  were  fifty 
yeeie  ago,  how  can  you  despair  of  the  temperance  cause  ?  HVh.  n  Maine  Law  and 
divorce  for  drunkenness,  tlie  nim-seller  and  drunkard  must  soon  come  to  t^rms.  Lot 
woman's  motto  );e,  "  No  uoiou  with  Drunkards,"  and  she  will  soon  bring  this  long  and 
well-foagtat  battle  to  e  trtompbant  dose. 

Neither  should  you  despair  of  the  antJ-slavery  cnusc ;  with  its  martyrs,  mr  away 
•alaves,  its  legal  decisions  In  almost  every  paper  you  take  up,  the  topic  of  debate  iu  our 
national  connens,  our  poUtteal  meetings,  and  our  literature,  it  seems  as  if  tbe  nation  were 
all  alive  on  tliis  question.  True,  four  millions  of  slaves  groan  in  their  chains  still,  b«t 
eveiy  man  in  this  nation  has  a  h^hur  idea  of  individual  rights  tiian  he  had  twen^  years 
ago. 

As  to  the  eanao  of  woman,  I  eee  no  siKne  of  ftflnre.  We  alreody  have  a  properly 

law,  which  in  its  legitimate  effect';  tnu-t  elevate  the  femtnt  eovtrt  into  a  living,  breathing 
Woman,  a  wife  Into  a  property-holder,  who  can  make  contracts,  buy  and  sell.  In  a  few 
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vcars  we  shall  sec  how  well  ft  works  It  rifcds  but  little  forethought  to  perceive  that  in 
(lae  time  tbeso  large  property-holders  mast  be  rsprMented  in  the  GoTemment ;  and  when 
the  mass  of  women  see  that  tbere  Is  •ome  liopii  of  becoming  Toters  and  Uw-makers,  thejr 
trill  take  to  their  rigbte  as  natanlly  m  tba  negro  to  his  heels  wbea  he  is  rave  of  ene- 
cese.  Their  present  seeming  content  Is  very  mnch  like  Sambo's  on  the  plantation.  If 
yoa  truly  believe  that  man  Is  woman,  and  woman  is  man ;  If  joa  believe  that  all  the 
bundiif  lodlgiMtloii  tbtt  line  yonrnonl  etttie  eli^btof  tajwrtloe  and  oppreMloii,  If  Mif- 
fercd  In  j'our  own  person,  wnnld  nerve  yna  to  a  llfe-lonir  Btru^-gle  for  liberty  and  Inde- 
peudODoe,  then  know  that  what  you  feel,  I  feel  too,  and  what  I  feel  the  mass  of  women 
Ibd  else.  Jndgc  by  yourself,  then,  how'  long  the  women  of  this  nation  will  eonsent  to 
be  deprived  of  their  social,  civil,  an4  political  rights ;  but  talk  not  to  ns  of  fSallore.  Talk 
not  to  us  of  chivalry,  that  died  long  ago.  Where  do  yon  see  it  ?  No  gallant  knight  jwe* 
eents  himself  at  the  bar  of  justice  to  pay  the  penalty  of  oar  crimes.  We  sailer  in  our 
own  pecaone,  on  the  gaDowa,  and  In  prison  walla.  From  Blaekstone  down  to  Kent, 
there  la  no  display  of  gallantry  in  your  written  codes.  In  social  life,  trne,  a  man  in 
love  will  jomp  to  pick  up  a  glove  or  bouquet  for  a  silly  girl  of  alzteen,  whilst  at  home 
he  win  peraait  hie  ^ged  aaolher  to  eeny  pane  of  water  and  amfiils  of  wood,  or  his  wife 
to  log  e  tveB^pouid  hahy,  hour  after  hour,  without  ever  oflfertng  to  leUeve  her.  I 
have  Been  a  great  many  men  priding  themselves  on  their  pood  breeding — gentlemen, 
boru  und  educated— who  never  maoifeat  one  lota  of  spontaneous  gallantry  toward  Ute 
women  of  their  own  honsdiold. 

Dlvinei^  may  preach  thanksgiving  sermons  on  the  poetry  of  the  arm-chair  and  the 
cradle ;  but  whoa  they  lay  down  their  newspapers,  or  leave  their  beds  a  cold  night  to 
ettend  to  the  vents  of  either,  I  dull  begin  to  look  fer  Oie  golden  age  of  ditrabx  onoa 
more  If  a  short  dress  is  to  make  the  men  less  gallant  than  thqr  now  are,  I  lieg  ttie 
women  at  our  nert  convention  to  add  at  least  two  yards  more  to  every  skirt  they  wear. 
And  you  mock  a&  with  dependcuce,  too.  Do  not  the  majority  of  women  in  every  town 
eopport  flieineelTee,  end  very  maiqrthefrhiisheiids,  toot  Whatfetberof  efluntly.elthe 
lose  of  his  wife,  has  ever  been  able  to  meet  his  responflibllltlcs  us  wdutan  has  done* 
Whm  the  mother  dies  the  house  is  made  desolate,  the  children  are  forsakeo— scattered 
to  the  flnor  winds  of  heaTen—to  the  eare  of  anj  one  who  choosee  to  take  them.  Go  to 
those  aged  widows  who  have  reared  large  familiee  of  children,  unaided  and  alone,  who 
have  kept  them  all  together  under  one  roof,  watched  and  nursed  them  in  health  and 
sickneiis  throu^  all  their  infant  years,  clothed  and  educated  them,  and  made  them  all 
respeeleble  men  and  women,  aek  them  <m  whom  thej  depended.  Thsj  will  tell  yoa  on 
their  own  hands,  and  on  that  never-dying,  never-falling  lovo,  that  a  mother's  heart  alone 
can  Imow.  It  is  into  hands  like  these — to  these  who  have  calmly  met  the  terrible  emer- 
gencies of  Hf^-^wfao,  wiChofil  the  tawpfrallon  of  glory,  or  fame,  or  applaose,  throni^  long 
years  have  fiiithfuUy  and  bravely  performed  their  work,  self  supt.Tlnod  and  choer>-d,  that 
wo  commit  onr  cause.  We  need  not  wait  for  one  more  generation  to  pass  away,  to  find 
a  race  of  women  wovtby  to  assert  the  humanity  of  women,  and  that  is  all  we  claim  to  do. 

AJIhctlonatdyyoan,  Susabrb  Oadt  SvAinxm. 

nuiKiie  D.  OA«i*a  Bnmr  m  Obuu*  8imi. 
Pfnm  Tredsrlak  Dooglsss*  paper]. 

FnEDEHrcK  DotroT.ASS.— 2)«ir  Sir .  — Tn  your  issue  of  Dec.  Ist,  I  find  a  letter  frnm  Hon. 
Gerrit  Smith  to  Elizabeth  C.  Stanton,  in  reference  to  the  Woaiau's  Bigbts  Movement, 
showing  oanse,  through  labored  odnmos,  why  it  has  proved  a  fallnre. 

This  article,  though  addressed  to  Mrs.  Stanton,  is  an  attack  upon  every  one  engaged  in  the 
cflo«e.  For  he  boldly  Hgi^'Tts  that  the  movement  "is  not  in  proper  bands,  and  that  the 
proper  hands  are  not  yet  to  t>e  found."  1  will  not  deny  the  assertion,  but  must  still  claim 
the  prtvflege  of  working  In  a  movement  thet  Involvee  not  only  my  own  Intersst,  bntttm 
Inteiecle  of  my  sex,  and  through  u?  the  InterestH  of  a  whole  humanity.  And  thoxigli  I 
may  be  bat  a  John  the  Baptist,  unworthy  to  unloose  the  latchet  of  the  shoes  .>f  those 
who  are  to  oome  In  sAerf  slirte  to  redeem  the  worid,  I  etUI  prefer  that  hnmble  poeltlon 
to  being  Peter  to  deny  my  Maxtor,  or  a  Gerrit  Smith  to  assert  that  truth  can  fail. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  a  full  criticism  of  Mr.  Smith's  long  letter.  He  has  made 
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the  wtiole  batUe-groond  of  the  Woman'fi  Rif^bta  Movement  her  dress.  Nothing  brighter, 
nothing  noMer  than  t  few  Inehes  of  calico  or  broeade  add«d  to  or  tak«n  flrom  her  aklrta. 

Is  to  decide  thfa  great  and  glorious  question — to  give  her  frc<*dora  or  tn  r  nttnne  lior  n 
slave.  This  argument,  had  it  come  from  one  of  less  influence  Umn  Qerrit  8miih,  would 
have  been  simply  ildlcaloua.  But  comiug  from  Aim,  the  almoei  oracle  of  u  large  portion 
of  oar  reformMit  Ifc  beooaiea  worthy  of  an  aaawcNr  ftooi  vwrj  eameit  woman  In  onr 
cause.  I  will  not  say  one  word  In  defense  of  our  present  mode  of  dress.  Not  I ;  h\\* 
bad  as  it  is,  and  cumbersome  aud  anooying,  I  still  feel  that  we  can  wear  It^  and  yet  be 
term  of  llherty,  speaking  out  oar  doep  fediug,  portraying  oar  Meanralatad  wrongs^ 
•avlng  onnelvea  for  a  time  yet  from  that  antafoakni  uriiMi  we  most  inevitably  meet 
when  we  don  the  semi-male  attire.  We  m\uL  ovm  owndoe*  under  the  law  Jlrat,  own  onr 
bodies,  our  earnings,  our  genius,  and  onr  consciences ;  then  we  will  turn  to  the  lesser 
vurtterof  whatehdltietheganiltaieotthebody.  Wee  llie  old  Roman  leet  a  nan  la  1it» 
cnmbrous  toga,  than  Washington  in  his  tights  f  Was  Christ  less  a  Christ  in  His  vesture, 
woven  without  a  seam,  than  He  would  have  been  in  the  pult  of  a  Broiidway  dandy  ? 

"  Moreover,  to  concede  to  her  rights  of  property,  would  be  to  bcnetlt  hor  compara- 
ttrely  llt^  imleea  sbe  dMU  veeolve  to  hieek  ont  of  her  eiottkes-tirtoon,  and  to  andertak» 

right  earnestly,  as  earnestly  as  a  man,  \o  get  property."  So  says  Gorrlt  Smith.  And  he 
imputes  ttie  want  of  earnestness  to  her  clothes.  It  iA  a  new  doctrine  that  h^h  and  holy 
purposes  go  from  without  inward,  that  the  garments  of  men  or  women  govern  and  000- 
tral  their  MptattooB.  Bntdoaotwomeniioiiwoik  right  earnestly  t  OonottteQer- 
man  women  and  our  market  women  labor  right  earnestly  f  Do  not  the  wives  of  our 
farmera  and  meohanloa  toil  t  la  not  the  work  of  the  moUun  In  oar  land  as  Important  a* 
thatotthelktbert  **  Labor  litlMfoandatlon  of  woelth.**  *  The  leaeon  Umtoor  women 
are  "  pauperH,"  is  not  that  thef  do  not  labor  "  right  earnestly,"  bat  tbat  the  law  give* 
their  eamingH  into  the  hands  of  manhood.  .Mr.  Smith  says,  "  That  women  are  helpless, 
is  no  wonder,  so  long  as  they  are  paupers  "  ;  he  might  add,  no  wonder  that  the  slaves  of 
the  cotton  plaatatton  are  helf^eas,  so  kmg  as  they  are  paupers.  What  rednoea  both  the 
woman  and  the  slave  to  this  condltloa  f  Tho  lew  which  gives  the  husband  and  the  mas- 
ter entire  control  of  the  person  and  wimlngs  of  each  ;  tlic  law  iTiuf  nibs  each  of  the  riirhts 
and  liberties  that  every  "  free  white  male  citizen  '*  t&lcus  to  himself  as  God-glvcn.  Truth 
fhlUngikom  the  lipe of  •  Loeretle  Molt  In  long  aUite  le  none  the  lees  trolii,  than  If 
uttered  by  a  Lucy  Stone  in  short  dress,  or  a  Helen  Muriu  Webt  r  In  jiants  and  swallow- 
tail coat.  .  And  I  can  not  yet  think  so  meanly  of  mauly  jodtiec,  as  to  believe  it  will  >ield 
simply  to  a  change  of  garments.  Let  us  assert  our  right  to  be  free.  Let  us  got  out  of 
onr  pttoooOioaae  of  law.  Let  as  own  oonelves,  oar  eoraliige,  oar  genloe ;  let  ne  bew 
power  to  control  as  weU  ae  to  earn  and  to  own ;  then  wOl  eadt  woman  a4]nit  ber  drosa  to 
ber  relations  in  life. 

Ue.  Smith  apeaka  of  reforms  as  frilnree;  what  can  be  meanf  "The  Tempenmon 
Beform  etiil  draga.**  I  have  been  in  New  York  thirty<«eren  days ;  have  given  thirty- 
tbtee  lecturog  ;  have  been  at  taverns,  hotels,  prlvjite  houses,  and  depots  ;  rode  in  stages, 
coontry  wagons,  omnibuses,  carriages,  aud  railroad  cars;  met  the  masses  of  people 
dally,  and  yet  have  not  seen  one  dninken  men,  acaree  an  evidence  tbat  tiiere  wea  sncli  a 
tblog  intemperance  in  the  Empire  State.  If  the  whole  body  has  beeu  diseLised  from 
childhood  iuu\  a  cure  be  attempted,  hhull  we  cry  out  against  the  physician  that  his  effort 
is  a  failure,  because  the  malady  does  not  wholly  disappear  at  once  ?  Oh,  no  1  let  US 
rather  eheer  than  dlaooarnge,  while  we  eee  symptome  of  amendment,  hoping  and  tmatlnf 
that  each  day  will  give  renewed  strength  for  the  morrow,  till  the  cure  shall  be  made  per- 
fect The  accumulated  ills  of  centuries  can  not  be  removed  in  a  day  or  a  year.  Shall 
we  talk  of  the  Anti4ta>very  Cause  aa  a  **  fUlnre,"  while  onr  whole  great  nation  is  sbak* 
log  a«  If  an  Etna  were  botllog  below  ?  When  did  the  North  ever  stand,  ea  now,  dedant 
of  HlavfTv  ♦  Anti-slavery  may  be  said  to  be  written  upon  the  "  chariots  und  the  bells  of 
the  horses."  Onr  National  Congress  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  great  Anti-slavery 
Convention.  Not  a  bill,  no  nutler  bow  small  or  bow  great  Ita  tanpoitanea,  bat  hlogoa 
apon  the  question  of  abtveix.  The  AntMlaveiy  OtOM  la  no  frilnra ;  bior  oav  wot 

VAIL. 

"  The  next  Woman's  Bights  Convention  will  be,  as  has  every  other  Woman's  Rights 
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CoaTention,  a  frilim,  notwltbstandinj;  it  will  abound  in  lighteow  deottnd*  tad  mMt 

sentiments,"  So  tliftiks  Mr,  Smith.  Ha«  any  Woman's  Rlght«  ConT«Dtlon  bfpti  a  hfluir? 
Mo  movement  ao  radical,  strikiuK  boldly  at  the  foandatiOD  of  tU  iOdal  and  political 
order,  ba*  ever  cooae  before  tbe  people,  or  et«r  lo  rapidly  and  wlddy  dlflaaed  tte  docMne. 
The  reporta  of  our  conTenUons  have  traveled  whert-vor  newapapera  are  read,  catutag 
dleonasion  for  and  against,  and  these  dlscuBslona  have  elicited  truth,  and  aronsed  pnWIc 
tbongbt  tu  tbe  ovUa  growing  out  of  woman's  po«iUun.  New  tradea  and  calltugs  are 
openliuf  to  va ;  f n  ereiy  town  and  vQlaKa  may  be  found  advoeaica  for  the  eqvaHty  of 
privilege  under  the  law,  for  every  thtnklofi:,  reaaonlng  human  sonl.  Shall  we  talk  of 
failure,  because  forty,  twenty,  or  seven  years  have  not  porfeotetl  all  things  ♦  When  Id- 
iemperaoce  shall  have  passed  away,  and  tbe  four  milUoa  chattel  slaves  shall  sing  songs 
of  freedom ;  when  wooaan  abaD  be  reeopulaed  aa  man'a  eqnal,  aoeiaBy,  legaDy,  and  poUl' 
call,v,  there  will  yet  bo  reforms  and  rf  formers,  and  men  who  will  despair  and  look  upon 
one  branch  of  the  reform  as  the  groat  batUe-ground^  and  talk  of  tbe  failure  ot  the  eteinil 
law  of  progress.  Still  there  will  be  etont  hearts  and  wUliog  baods  to  work  on,  hoaestij 
bdterlng  lliai  trath  and  it^t  an  waliliMd  by  no  il^fi^ 
be  "Onward!"    We  cm  not  Aril,  for  OOr  caoM  la  Jntt. 

ROOHBSTKK,  D«C.        18r)5.  FRiNCBS  D.  Gaqx 

The  names  of  those  who  wore  tbe  Bloomer  costume  at  that  early  day  are  :  Elizabi'th 
fimiUi  Miller,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  Amelia  Bloomer,  Sarah  and  Angelina  Gnmke, 
Mra.  WOUam  Borielgb,  Chadottn  Baebe  IVUboor,  Lmsy  Stone,  Soiaa  B.  AnihMiy,  Hdn  j 
Jarrls,  LydlaSayre  Hasbrook,  Amelia  Wflllard,  CcHa  Buriclgli.  Hnrrict  An«tin,  Lydla 
Jenkins,  and  many  patleDts  at  sanitariums,  many  farmers'  wlvea,  aad  maay  yooqg  Isdks 
for  ukating  and  gymnaatle  ezhroliea. 

LookiBg  bade  to  this  ezpMlment,  we  are  not  aorprlsed  at  theftoetOI^  of  nm  in  gta- 
ieral  to  tlip  dress,  as  it  made  it  very  nncomfortable  for  thetn  to  anywhere  with  those 
who  wore  it.  People  would  stare ;  some  men  and  women  make  rude  remarks ;  bojs 
iaHow  In  erowda,  or  about  fkom  behind  feneea,  ao  that  the  gentleman  In  atteadaaeelUt 
ttliladntytoreMtttthe  insult  by  showing  flgbt,  unless  be  had  sufficient  self-oontral  to 
pursue  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  without  taking  tbe  slightest  notice  of  the  eommotloB 
his  companion  was  creating.  No  man  went  through  the  ordeal  with  the  coolness  and 
dogged  detenninatfon  of  Obariea  Dudley  UQler,  eeeortiny  hla  wife  and  eooafai  on  loag 
Jomnqrlngi,  at  fashionable  reaorts,  in  New  Toik  and  WaablBffton,  to  the  vexation  «f  al 
hla  leentlanan  ftfenda  and  ao%ualntanoea. 

AifUiiU.  ^uocHom  oomam  on  tarn  Q.  SwimHniiW. 

To  tht  Editor  of  the  Ikmparnl : 
Jant>  Grey  SwiAt^helm  thlnka  It  U  dsrosievil  tndepandcnoe  that  ia  raining  the  women  of 

this  country. — SonpareU. 

And  what  woman  of  them  all  has  shown  so  much  "  dare-devil  independence  as  Jan« 
O.  Bwlaabelmf  One  of  tbe  flret  women  to  wteld  the  p«B-edltorlal  thlr^  yMra  ago,  she 

was  so  independent  and  fearless  as  to  exrltc  the  wonder  of  her  rpmlcp*.  Tlip  first  wnmsn 
admitted  to  the  reporters'  gnlk  n-  in  tbe  Capitol  of  the  natioD,  »be  astonished  and  shocked 
the  oonntiy  by  ber  attacks  upon  Danlti  Weba^er  and  other  prominent  aonatora  at  Hit 
day,  and  waa  expelled  from  the  galleiy  for  her  "  dare-devil  independence.'*  WhUe 
lishing  a  pnp^'r  at  St.  Cloud,  she  was  so  outspoken  and  offensive  In  her  personalities,  tli«t 
her  press  and  type  were  destroyed  by  indignant  politicians.  After  tbe  war  she  obtained 
an  ofllee  la  one  of  ttie  daparlmente  at  Washington,  and  started  a  paper  caBed  the  tttem- 
ttrwtionUt  in  fliatclty.  For  her  "dare-devil  independence  "  as  a  writer  in  attacklnf 
President  Johnson  and  char^in^  that  ho  h.ul  part  in  the  assaaatnatlon  of  Preoideot  IiB> 
coin,  she  was  relieved  of  her  office  and  her  press  destroyed. 

And  eo  In  whatever  she  baa  part ;  to  wbatem  ahe  aota  ber  band,  die  ever  dliplayti 
reckless  independence  thst  i»  truly  a  marvel  to  those  who  wateh  her  uncertain  course. 
She  fearle  ssly  attacks  both  friend  and  foe,  If  they  jfo  contrary  to  her  views  of  risht ;  and 
both  people  and  measures  that  to-day  have  her  countenance  and  approval,  are  liable  to- 
morrow to  lecatve  an  unmerdful  ladring  firom  her  pen.  No  woman  haa  aet  nn  example 
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of  mam  "Auw^erll  fuBugmimm **  iMfora  "fbe  wonen  of  fhte  eomitry **  tiwa  Itne  O. 
SwlMhelnif  aod  If  It  ia  proving  their  rnla  she  hat  much  to  answer  for.  Bat  we  are  not 
prepared  tx)  bcUevo  her  assertion,  and  we  can  not  think  her  a  rained  woman,  notwith- 
standing her  muuy  years  of "  dare-devil  Independence.  **  The  writer  has  known  her  long, 
hM  «ic«9ed  to  many  ■  pok-t&t  wttb  b«r,  tal  haa  never  vavt  bar  personally.  She  ngard* 
her  as  an  able,  ontapoken  defender  of  the  wronged  and  oppressed,  a  fearless  advocate  of 
the  light  she  sees  it^  and  an  **  Independent  dare^rU  "  writer  on  whaterer  sohject  she 
deeoia  iroraqr  of  bar  pan. 


CHAPTER  XTV. 

raw  TOBK. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  T£Mi'£liAi<CE  CONVENTION,  ROCHESTER, 

AFBOL  lOy  SI,  1808. 

Idnsn  iBOM  Tfturau  Dau  Omniu 

XoOammuTiiiUi  O.,  4|xritS,  UBSl 

Mt  DrAR  Miss  Axthont  Ynnrs  of  March  22d,  asking  of  mc  words  of  counsel  and 
enconragement  for  the  friends  of  temperance,  who  are  to  meet  at  Bocheater  on  the  20th 
lust.,  is  before  me.  Need  I  tell  yon  how  earnestly  my  heart  responda  to  ftat  request,  and 
wltb  what  Joy  I  haQ  every  demonstration  on  the  part  of  woman  that  evidences  an 
awakening  eucrgj-  In  her  mind,  to  the  great  duties  and  responsibilities  of  her  being ! 

If  we  examine  the  statistics  of  crime  in  the  United  States,  we  shall  find  that  a  very  large 
proportiott  of  fb«  crimlBala  of  our  land  are  the  viettana  of  Intamperanco.  The  nooida  of 
poverty,  ■sliainc,  and  degradation  fumiph  the  same  evidence  against  the  trafBc  and  use  of 
ardent  spirits.  Examine  those  same  statistics,  and  another  great  truth  stares  as  In  the 
£H)e«>tbat  nln»4eDth8  of  all  the  mannhetarera  of  ardent  spirits,  of  all  the  dflukera  of 
aidiittt  aplrfta,  and  of  all  the  criminals  made  by  ardent  spirits,  aru  men.  Bat  we  find,  too, 
In  our  ecnrch.  a  fact  equally  Interc^tins;  to  ns,  that  the  greate^'t  piifferers  from  all  this 
crime  and  shame  and  wrong,  are  women.  Is  it  not  meet,  then,  that  women  shoald  lay 
ailde  the  dependent  InaetMliy  irfaMh  has  hMierto  hdd  them  powerlcaa,  and  give  fheir 
strrr>i:Mi  ♦  >  the  cause  of  reform  which  !«  now  agitating  the  minds  of  the  people? 

What  is  woman  f  The  answer  la  returned  to  me  In  tonee  that  shake  my  very  soul.  She 
tothemotberof  BMnklndl  TbelMng  providence,  under  God,  who  gifea  to  erefTbamaa 
being  its  mental,  moral,  and  physical  organism— who  stamps  apoo  every  human  heart  her 
tical  for  good  or  for  evil !  Who  then,  but  she,  sboiild  cry  aloud,  and  spare  not,  when  the 
children  she  has  borne — forgetting  their  allegiance  to  her  and  tticir  daty  to  themselves, 
have  asanmad  the  power  to  mle  over  her,  ahntttng  her  ont  from  their  eonnaela,  and  aoi^ 
rounding  her,  without  her  own  consent,  with  circumstances  which  lead  to  misery  and 
death  ;  and,  in  their  pride  and  strength,  trampling  upon  joatice,  love,  and  mercy,  wither- 
ing berbeait  by  violenee  and  oppieiaion.  Mid  jet  oompcUIng  bor,  In  her  dependaoee  aa  n 
wife,  to  perpetuate  In  her  oUhpring  ttielr  own  depraved  apiMtttea  and  dteoicaalnd 
facnlties! 

It  wfU  not  be  dented  that  woman  In  all  past  ages  has  been  made,  by  both  law  and 
custom,  the  Inferior  of  her  own  children.  Man  has  assumed  to  himself  the  power  of 
being  "lord  of  creation  " ;  yet  what  has  he  done  for  his  kind  ?  T.ook  at  the  present  state 
of  aociety  and  receive  your  answer  1  He  haa  filled  the  world  with  madness,  with  oppres- 
alon  and  wrong ;  be  baa  allowed  maree  to  be  Md  at  evwy  tnni,  to  entangle  the  feet  of 

onr  childn-n,  and  lead  them  nway  into  vice  and  crime.  He  has  legalized  the  causes  which 
fill  the  jails,  the  penitentiaries,  the  hoosea  of  conection,  the  poorhonaes,  and  aayluma 
with  the  blood  of  onr  bearta,  even  onr  ehUdien,  and  onr  oMIdnn^  ehUdren.  There  la 
not  n  drniikaid  In  fbe  land,  not  n  erinind  tbnt  baa  bean  made  tqr  atrong  diink,  bat  b 
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difld  of  a  vomra.  T«t  doI  one  wonnn's  voto  hta  evor  beoa  gtvan  to  legalise  the  ede  of 

tirduut  spirits,  that  have  mnddcned  the  brain  of  her  chfld.  Nn  woman's  votp  c  vor  ^-irw-- 
tioned  tlie  mm-veUflr's  bar,  at  which  b«r  hoabaud  has  bartered  awa;  hU  manhood,  and 
■uidtt  UmMif  men  vile  than  tbo  Imilei  that  perfeh. 

Shall  I  be  answered  that  woman's  home  influence  must  keep  her  dilUbren  unci  her 
btubaud  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  honor*  What !  dlsfranrlilni  il  womnn — made  by  her 
law-maker  au  ap^cndajj^  to  himaelf,  her  lutcllcct  sbackltjd,  her  labor  underrated,  ber 
phjetcd  power  dwarfed  and  enfeebled  hy  ouatom-^  ehe  expeeled  to  do  ttb  mlglk^ 
thinp?  I  hear  again  an  answer — "Woman  Is  responsible  for  the  moral  atroo^pbcre  that 
fturrounda  ber.*'  this  indeed  so?  Men  have  t4ikcQfh>m  ber  evei7  power  to  protect 
befwif,  even  the  difniity  and  respect  wMoh  the  right  of  eolllnfe  eoofen  apon  the  lowwt 
man  in  tlie  community,  and  which  makes  his  opinion  worth  ita  pilce  among  men.  in 
denied  her.  Men  are  in  the  dally  habit  of  Indulpine  In  linmorfllftlos  and  virea,  while  they 
enjoin  it  upon  woman — "poor,  frail,  weak  womau,"  as  Lbey  (-all  u«>— to  destroy  the  in 
flnenoe  thef  have  cieated.  Tb^  plaee  the  temptation  beftaie  the  ehUd,  then  etenly 
demand  of  Its  suffering  mother  her  vigilance  and  care  to  control  the  appetite,  whldl  he 
has,  it  may  be,  foberltod  from  hii«  fathers,  back  from  the  tbird  and  fourth  generation. 
Tarohanee,  eveathroofi^berowobieaatihe  haaencked  the  polaon  that  teoorrupting  en 
the  streams  of  his  young  life.  She  may  have  grappled  with  the  tempter,  and  come  off 
conqueror ;  but  can  she  hold  him,  the  drunkard's  child— th>^  drunkard's  grandchild— with 
the  twofold  curse  upon  bis  brow,  while  men  place  tbU  direful  temptation  ever  within  bis 
veaeih,  glaring  ont  npon  him  lu  beantuyil  enticement  al  amy  comer  of  the  etiMt,  and  at 
every  tuni  of  his  d-illy  and  nightly  walks,  and  add  th<-lr  influence  and  example  to  draw 
him  away  from  the  counaels  of  a  mother's  love,  and  the  endearments  of  home  f  Then, 
when,  nnd^r  the  Inflnenee  of  men,  ho  oniragea  eodety,  and  In  hia  manlae  nadoees 
vif)lalc^  the  l:iw  of  the  land,  and  become*  a  felon,  wasting  away  bis  days  in  the  gloomy 
prison,  or  expiating  his  crimes  upon  the  gallows,  they  forget  what  they  have  done,  and, 
turning  to  the  poor,  crushed,  and  bleeding  heart,  which  they  have  pierced  with  a 
thonaend  sorrows,  cry  ont,  **  Ton,  O  mother  of  that  guilty  man,  have  not  done  your 
duty,  and  society  holds  you  responsible  for  all  his  suffering  and  for  all  his  crimes.  O 
God  I  is  this  not  adding  insult  to  injury  t  How  can  the  weak  control  the  strong  ?  How 
can  the  Bonrant,  bound  hand  and  foot  bjttie  master,  do  the  bidding  of  the  tyrant  t  Bnt 
all  men  are  not  weuk— all  men  arc  not  oppressive— all  men  are  not  nnjnst.  Tlu^r.-  U  a 
Strong  force,  ever  in  the  field  of  battle,  struggling  for  truth  and  right  with  ounest  heart 
and  Arm  rsMflva.  Let  na  aroose,  O  my  sisters,* and  add  onr  strength  to  theirs.  Tha 
tima  la  ooming,  aye,  now  is,  when  wa  mnst  shake  off  our  dependence  and  inaclivitT,  and 
live  more  true  to  ourselves;  when  we  mui>it  rofui^e  to  live  th<!  wives  of  drunkards,  per* 
petuaUng,  as  mothers,  their  vioea  and  crimes,  to  pollute  society. 

Lat  US  nnlta  with  tfm  good  and  traa  among  men,  that  onr  ellbrta  may  ovarooma  tha 
legions  who  have  hilhcrto  conquered  on  the  side  of  wronp,  and  mlse  high  the  standard 
of  love  and  humanity,  where  falsehood  and  bate  have  ruled  rampant.  Let  eveijr  woman, 
oveiywhere,  spesk  ont  h«r  bold,  free  tiionght  on  the  subject  of  temperance ;  and  while 
we  plead  with  our  rulers  to  deliver  onr  husbands,  fathers,  sons,  and  brothers  trom  the 
temptations  to  sin,  let  us  demand  with  earnestness  the  right  hereafter  to  protect  our- 
selves  ;  that  wo  may  redeem  ourselves  from  the  uujuat  law  that  now  taxes  every  woman, 
without  her  own  eonaent,  according  to  her  property  or  ability  to  labor,  to  pay  her  pro- 
portion for  the  support  of  vice  and  crime — that  hereafter,  when  such  great  mornl  questions 
are  under  public  discussion,  and  we,  as  one-half  of  the  people,  send  up  our  petitions  to 
onr  law^nahcra  for  a  redreee  of  wronge,  or  an  abatement  of  erOst  onr  yolee  of  pieedhig 
rthall  not  be  spumed  by  the  heartless  sneer,  "They  are  only  women,  and  thi-  voice  of  a 
woman  can  not  affect  us  at  the  polls,  or  disturb  the  coarse  of  our  politicuil  parties.  What 
em  we  for  her  progress  or  her  wrongs  ? "  Thus  have  tre  too  often  baeo  anawtred,  and 
ahall  be  again,  if  we  do  nut  prove  worthy  of  the  cbaplet  of  freedom,  by  winning  It  for 
ourKelvfs.  Let  ns  then  imite  heart  and  hand  in  this  creat  temperance  reform— laying 
aalde  all  local  auUnoeltica,  all  aectional  pru|}adlc«s  and  sectarian  jealousies— and,  as  it 
were^  with  one  Toioe  and  one  apMti  talce  liold  of  ttw  votit  batoin  va,  laaotved.  If  wa 
t»4i]r,  to  ilaa  with  renewed  eoeiKy  tO'mocrow,  and  "  Nam  glfa  np  I  **  ba  our  motto,  tlD, 
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iHthoat  Moodstaed,  wttiumt  liata,  or  ondhMlteblciiM*,  w»  gain  the  iMmy  over  thoM 

who  enter  to  the  most  uncontrollable  and  dentrurth  e  passion  that  has  ever  cursed 
hutuaDitj— the  passion  for  strong  dilok— ftod  then,  and  nut  till  tben.  will  we  fold  our 
armt  and  take  oar  reet»  eald  Cbe  hanelqjelie  of  ttie  redeemed. 

To«ua,lntli«aMiieoClniiiiaiiIlif,  Fbaiiom  IX  Gam. 

8.  B.  Anooinr,  (nhrtrmen  iff  OonunUtM. 

Lmn  noM  Mm,  C  I.  H.  Nioaou. 

BRATTLETOno,  Vt.,  April  13,  KV^. 
SiSTBBS  AKD  Fribhds  OF  Tkupbbajiob  :— la  resorting  to  tJie  pen  as  a  medium  ot 
eommnnieation  with  your  OoBTentloD,  I  feel,  most  eenslbly,  Its  luferiOTity  to  a  tto^  tto 

talk — it  tells  so  Uttlei  and  that  so  meagerly !  But,  remembering  that  a  single  Just 
thought,  or  vital  truth,  ooBUnnnicatcd  to  Intelligent  minda  and  willing  hearts,  is  an  invest- 
ment sure  of  Increase,  I  wlU  bless  God  lor  the  pen,  and  ask  of  Him  to  moke  it  a  tongue 
forbnmantty. 

The  limits  of  a  written  communication  will  forbid  rae  to  say  much,  and  T  would  addrew 
myself  to  a  single  point  broached  lo  your  Albany  CoQTentlon,  and  a  point  that  seems  to 
ne  of  the  fliat  tmpoitaace ;  beoanse  a  nletake  In  morde,  a  wrong  perpetrated  fn  the 
bome  relations,  is  the  greatest  of  all  wiQliga  to  humanity.  And  marred,  indeed,  would 
be  yonr  trluraj>h,  If,  In  preventing  the  repeal  of  one  unjust  statnte,  you  junction  the 
enactment  of  another,  bo  true  it  is  that  one  injustice  becomes  the  source  of  another,  I 
fear  to  eonteoipbrtie  tbe  eaeetnent  of  a  tilftaig  eneroaohaeBt  even  npon  InaileDabto 
lights  or  di\inely  s  mk  M  iicd  pursuits. 

In  addressing  myself  to  tbe  poelUon  that  "  drunkennesQ  be  made  a  good  and  suffldeat 
cawe  fbr  dlToree,**  I  am  aeenred  from  any  fear  tbatyoQ  wfll  regard  me  as  warring  with 
abstractions,  since  such  a  bill  has  found  ita  way  Into  your  Legislature,  proving  that  the 
poptilar  sympathy  for  suffering  women  and  children  is  already  concentrating  on  divorce 
as  tbe  remedy.  I  have  hesitated  about  addressing  you  on  tbls  subject,  lest  I  might 
render  myaelf  obooiloaa  to  tbe  cbarge  of  dirertlog  the  objeeta  of  jonr  meeting,  to  an 
occa^^inn  for  the  diHrtisflifjn  of  forbidden  topics.  But  an  irresistible  conviction,  that  since 
the  subject  is  already  launched  upon  your  reform,  It  Is  important  that  a  just  view  of  its 
beaitaiga ahooldbe  pwiented, ti^de  me totbrow nyreirnpon  jonrifiBiMllij, trwllnc 
in  the  divine  power  of  tnifli  to  eommend  both  my  mottvea  and  waj  podtknie  to  jowr 
judgments  and  your  bearts. 

And  first,  let  me  say,  I  would  not  be  understood  as  opposed  to  emancipating  tbe 
vretcbed  victims  of  Irremediable  abuse.  And  if  there  bo  a  benewdenee,  under  tbe  warm 
heaven  of  Almighty  Love,  It  Is  the  protecting  of  helplessness  and  innocence  from  tbe 
sofferingB  that  result,  inevitably,  from  the  rum  traffic  But  while  I  folly  agree  with  Mn. 
Stanton,  that  no  para<bearted  end  nnderatandinf  woman  can  hmeeently  beeome  tbe 

mother  of  n  dninkard's  offspring — while  T  rely  upon  th  -  frencral  diffu-i  n  r  f  physinln^ieal 
truths  to  create  a  sentiment  abliorrent  to  tbe  idea  of  raising  a  poaterity,  the  breath  of 
wboee  life  aball  be  derifcd  from  tbe  antmdtoed  end  motnUij  tainted  "rttaUty  of  the 
dmnkard— I  differ  with  her  in  the  remedy  proposed. 

If  drunkenness  were  irremediable,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  legislation,  then  would  I 
accept  her  remedy  as  the  final  resort.  But  regarding  divorce  as,  at  best,  only  affording  a 
ebolee  of  erlla,  and  dmnkenneaa  a»  eqnaDy  within  the  power  of  legMatlon,  I  prapeee 
that  dmnkcnnefls  be  legMated  otttof  exletanee,  and  tbna  tbe  neeeaatly  for  dlTOvee,  wbkli 
It  creates,  be  avoided. 

Let  a  thoroughly  probtMtiTe  law  deetrojr  tbe  traflle,  and  the  droakard  will  be  fonnd 
"  elothed  "  agiihi  and  "  in  his  ri,;:ht  mind."  It  will  come  to  this  glorlnus  consummaUou 
at  last ;  and,  though  years  may  intervene,  it  becomes  us  to  act  with  reference  to  the  dis- 
cerned fnture,  and  beware  that  transient  evils  do  not  betray  us  into  planting  life-Jong 
regrets.  Allow  me  to  IDnatrate  my  Idea  by  narrating  taeUlenta  of  a  ease  In  point,  and 
which  is  Inwoven  wftb  the  recollections  and  tenderest  sympathies  of  my  whole  life. 

Tbe  yotmg  und  lovely  mother  of  five  little  ones  procured  a  divorce  from  her  husband, 
whose  fneonpeten^  and  nnktndneaa  was  tbe  leantt  solalj  of  intempenmos^  and  thai 
intempcranoe  tbe  oonseqnenoeof  bis  strong  eodal  Mas  and  Inability  to  rarisl  tbe  tempta- 
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tfooe  of  •  pailod,  wlMn  avny  nan  put  «b«  Iwttle  to  Mt  Migbboi^  noofh  ••  proof  of  Ub 

generosity,  his  frlcBdshlp,  and  hJs  good-breedlnjf.  Hfa  father,  on  whom  tho  family  were 
dependent  for  support,  urged  it  upon  the  wife,  as  a  datj  to  tier  children  and  due  to  b«r 
own  afllf-nspcet,  to  proeme  ■  dtToroe,  irben,  at  taati  tho  mtaaimUa  lnuband  bad  been 
sent  to  prlaon  tat  a  forgery,  involying  a  nmall  sain,  and  wbleb  iM  had  thoagbi  to  laaat-  ■ 

before  the  note  came  to  maturity — undetected. 

She  submitted,  and,  before  the  period  of  liis  imprisonment  expired,  married  again,  by 
aoadYieaaadp«marioiioflMrklDdftUMHii4aw,  toa  waalttijaiid  aKMllMit  man,  who 
offered  a  father's  care  and  home  to  her  children,  In  proof  of  his  affection  for  herself.  Bat 
the  heart  nerer  yielded  its  flrst  love ;  and,  when  more  than  twenty  yeara  had  paaaed,  she 
eonfasaad  to  «  Mend  **fhat,  alioald  lie  nftm  Hie  etefantti  hoar,  dw  nraat  be  Vb» 
most  wretched  of  women."  lie  did  reform  I  and  for  many  years  has  exhibited  those 
cheerful  graces  of  the  Christian,  which,  added  to  his  naturally  amiable  disposition  and 
unselflsh  deportment,  make  Ids  three-score  aad  tenth  year  soom  rather  the  morning  than 
the  eventaiff  of  a  HISb,  atretching  fiv  vmwf  failo  the  gloriea  of  eternity. 

And  now,  tell  me,  friend*,  If  the  picture  of  that  yoatbfal  affocUon,  etrenerthencd  and 
totensided  in  the  hearts  of  both  by  long  years  of  anaTailing  regret,  does  not  awaken  in 
jaa  a  eoorietloa  of  eone  better  way  fw  proCeetlng  taetpleea  women  and  dhlldren  from 
the  evils  of  drunkf^nne?^  ?  Ob,  say,  can  you  calmly  cnnffmplate  the  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  hearts  which  would  throb  with  repressed  anguish,  when  the  wretchedness  which 
droi?e  them  to  divorce  shall  have  vanished  with  the  doomed  trafBc,  and  reformed  men, 
bj  the  strong  arm  of  law,  reclaim  their  children  from  the  weeping  Radieli    the  land  f 

But  think  not,  friends,  that  I  am  unmindful  of  th»^  mi'^tn-  of  years,  or  months  oven, 
when  I  plead  that  divorce  shall  not  be  made  the  neceaaily  of  hunted  and  betrayed  affec* 
tlone,  the  flMAltloaa  banfer  agafnet  aboae  end  starvatkMi.  I  pieeent  to  your  conaldetetlon 
a  remedy  equally  pfTective,  and  far  more  prateful  to  tlio  delicate  eeosibilitles  and  hop^^ful 
affection  of  the  woman  and  the  wife— a  remedy  which  possesses  the  merit  of  a  preventire 
power,  and  tiie  oonateral  seenxtty  of  a  redahnlng  infloeooe. 

The  advantage  pro]>osed  to  be  eecured  to  the  Wife  of  the  drunkard,  by  divorce,  is  the 
role;iSft  from  hl'^  c  oiitrul  of  her  property  and  person.  8ecun>  to  the  innocent  and  Hufforinsf 
wife  the  guard iauship  of  her  cMldren,  and  the  control  of  her  own  earnings — in  short< 
make  hw  a  free,  Inatead  of  e  bond*woittan— and  yon  aeenre  to  the  bmHy  of  the  drunkard 
III!  the  alleviation  in  the  power  of  legislation,  and  without  compelling  the  wife,  from 
pfccuuiary  necessity  or  self-immolsting  regard  for  Ler  children,  to  sever  her  conjugal 
relation,  and  qneneh  the  hope  of  a  ftaUue  of  rattoual  eompankmshtp. 

The  pauperism  and  extreme  degradation  of  the  drunkard's  family  is  mainly  chargeahle 
to  the  laws,  which  wreck  the  cncrgieit,  by  merging  the  means  of  the  wife  and  mother  in 
the-wUl  of  the  irresponsible  husband  and  father. 

IWh  these  views— gathered  tnm  liMte  nnd  heart-broken  confidences  open  to  few— I 
appeal  to  you  in  the  name  of  the  most  sacred  affectlou^— T  ]irotcst,  in  behalf  of  humnnlty, 
against  compelling  the  unfortunate  of  my  dependent  sex  to  choose  l)Ctween  their  present 
boodaice  of  meana  end  divorce. 

To  the  Christian,  who  shrlnkfl  fr^m  divorce,  an  pepanitin^;  whnt  God  hath  joined,  I 
appeal  to  carry  out  the  principle,  preserving  everywhere  what  Qod  hath  Joined.  Hath 
He  not  Jotaied  mother  and  dilld  in  body  and  apfafitt  flevtr  them  not  Hafli  He  not  joined 
in  each  human  being  neccssltiea  and  ability  to  supply  them?  But,  alas!  by  man's  car- 
pentry, the  ability  of  woman  to  sopply  her  wants  is  prosaed  into  the  Bcrvice  of  man's 
carnal  and  wicked  appetites,  to  supply  him  with  liquid  fire,  wiille  herself  and  babes 
beemne  ndaerable  panpen  in  body  and  In  ntod  I 

I  leave  the  snbjeetliere,  praying  that  Ood  may  bless  your  deUbentions,  and  guide  you 
into  all  truth.  Tours,  for  the  oppressed,  ever,  CLE.  Niohols. 

SnuiOQis  Oovnmnnr,  Sm  8^  1^  UK  IttB. 
sunaann  oadt  a*Aiivoin*e  utter. 

Sbnbca  Falls,  fiept.  6. 

Mt  DiAn  FBmn>8 :— Aa  I  can  not  be  present  with  you,  I  wish  to  suggest  three  pofnta 
Ibr  your  shicflre  and  eamett  oonalderatton. 
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1.  Should  not  all  women  living  in  Statce  whcrr  wom:sn  hw  the  right  to  hold  property 
ref  Qse  to  pay  taxes,  bo  long  as  she  in  uorepresAoted  in  the  Koveroment  of  that  State  f 

Such  ft  Qo/cmcnt,  If  ahnnltaiieoiu,  would  no  doubt  prodm^  a  great  deal  of  oonflulonf 
UtlgaAiou,  and  suffering  on  the  part  of  woman ;  but  shall  we  fear  to  snlTer  for  thu  main- 
tenauce  of  the  same  glorious  principle  for  which  onr  forefathfrs  foniyht.  hied,  and  died? 
Bball  we  deny  the  fisith  of  the  old  Rcvolutionoiy  heroes,  and  purchase  for  ourselves  a 
falio  power  and  Ucnoble  ease,  by  declariag  In  aetton  that  taxation  wtthont  representation 
It  juetf  Ah,  no  I  like  the  English  Disseutpre  and  high-sonled  Quakers  of  onr  own  land, 
let  ua  suffer  our  property  to  he  pelred  and  Rold,  bnt  let  us  never  pay  another  tax  untH 

our  existence  as  citizens,  our  civU  and  political  rights  be  fully  recognixed  The 

poor,  emshed  slave,  but  yeaterday  tofUng  on  the  rice  plantation  In  Oootgte,  a  beast,  a 
chattel,  A  thing,  is  to-day,  In  the  Empire  State  (if  he  own  a  bit  of  land  and  r\  phed  to 
cover  him),  h  person,  and  may  enjoy  the  proud  honor  of  paying  into  the  hand  of  the 
complalsunt  tux-gutherer  the  sum  of  seventy-five  cents.  Even  so  with  the  white  woman 
—the  satellfte  of  thedlnner'pot,  the  presfdtag  genina  of  the  wash-tnh,  the  ■ooautrefls,  the 

tencher,  the  gay  butterfly  of  fashion,  the  feme  covert  of  the  law,  man  take^  no  note  of  her 
through  all  these  changing  scenes.  But,  lo  I  to-day,  by  the  fruit  of  her  industry,  she 
becomes  the  owner  of  n  bonae  and  tot,  end  now  ber  esMenee  In  ranjenbeied  and  reeog- 
nfsed,  and  she  too  may  have  the  privilege  of  contributing  to  the  aupport  of  this  mighty 
Republic,  for  the  "  white  male  citizen  claims  of  her  one  dollar  and  Hpvcnty-tlve  cents  a 
year,  hecamte,  under  the  glorious  institutions  of  this  free  and  happy  land,  she  has  been 
able,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  to  poaaesa  herself  of  a  property  worth  the  enormous  sum 
of  throe  hundred  dollars.  It  is  natural  to  suiipose  she  will  answer  this  demand  on  her 
joyously  nnd  promptly,  for  she  mnfit,  i»i  view  of  all  her  rights  and  jjrivileires*  so  long 
ei^oyed,  consider  it  a  great  favor  to  be  pcnuitted  to  contributts  Uiun  largely  to  the  gov* 
emmental  treasury. 

One  thing  i««  certain,  this  course  will  necessarily  involve  a  good  deal  of  litigation,  and 
we  shall  need  lawyers  of  onr  own  sex  whose  Intellects,  sharpened  by  their  interests, 
Bball  be  quick  to  discover  the  loopholes  of  retreat.  Laws  are  capatle  of  many  and 
vwrione  eonatiuetlona ;  we  And  among  men  that  oe  they  have  new  want*,  that  ae  they  de- 
velop  into  more  enlartrcd  viewf^  nf  justice,  the  laws  are  susceptible  of  more  <;fntTtiii>s  in- 
terpretation, or  changed  alto^'ether ;  that  is,  all  lawa  touching  their  own  iuteroi^ts ;  for 
while  man  has  aboUahed  hanging  for  theft,  Impriaooment  for  debt,  and  aecnnsd  nnlvenMl 
suffrage  for  hlmedf,  ft  BMltod  woman,  in  most  of  the  States  in  the  Union,  remaina  ft  non- 
entity in  law— can  own  nothing ;  can  he  whipped  and  locked  up  by  her  lord ;  can  be 
worked  without  wagea,  be  robbed  of  her  inheritance,  stripped  of  her  children,  and  loft 
alone  and  pennOeae ;  and  ell  this,  they  suy,  according  to  law.  Now,  it  la  quite  ttane  that 
we  have  these  laws  revised  by  onr  own  sex,  fmr  man  docM  not  yet  fed  fhlt  what  is  unj  ust 
for  himself,  Is  also  niiJuHt  for  womail.  Yes,  we  must  have  our  own  lawyers,  as  well  aa 
our  physicians  and  prieatd.  Some  of  our  women  should  go  at  once  into  this  profession, 
•nd  aee  if  there  la  no  wfty  by  whldi  we  may  abnffle  off  our  shacUea  and  aaittme  our 
civil  and  political  rlghta.    We  can  not  accept  man's  interpretation  of  the  law. 

2.  Do  not  sound  philosophy  and  long  experience  teach  m  that  man  and  woman  nliould 
be  educated  together?  ThiR  isolation  of  the  sexes  in  all  dtpartmunt^,  in  tbe  business 
and  pleaame  of  life,  is  an  evil  greatly  to  be  deplored.  Weeee  Its  bad  eiffeete  on  all  tldee. 

I,f)ok  rit  onr  National  Conncils.  Would  men,  as  statesmen,  ever  have  enacted  such  scenes 
as  the  Capitol  of  our  country  has  witnessed,  had  the  feminine  element  been  fau-ly  repre- 
sented In  their  midst  ?  Are  all  the  duties  of  husband  and  father  to  be  made  subservient 
to  those  of  statesman  and  pcdittclanf  How  many  of  these  husbsndi  return  to  their 
homes  as  happy  and  contented,  as  pxtre  and  hnincr,  as  when  they  left  ?  Not  oiu-  in  ten. 
....  Experience  has  taught  us  that  man  has  discovered  the  most  profitable  branchea 
of  industry,  and  we  demand  a  plaee  by  his  side.  Inasmudi,  tbereCore,  as  we  hnye  the 
same  objects  hi  life,  namely,  the  foB  development  of  all  our  powen,  and  should,  to  some 
extent,  have  ttie  same  employments,  we  need  precisely  tbe  same  education  ;  and  we 
therefore  claiim  that  the  bebt  colleges  of  our  country  be  open  to  na.  .  .  .  .  Thia  point, 
She  eduentlon  of  boys  and  glils  togetiier,  is  a  question  of  the  day ;  it  waa  proBdnent  at 
tbe  Iftte  XdncfttlanM  Oonventhm  in  Newsik,  sad  It  to  flttfaif  that  in  our  CoDventloD  It 
64 
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thoaJd  b«  fullj  di«ca«s«d.  My  ground  that  the  boy  and  the  girl,  the  man  aixl  Ui« 
mmMO,  ilioald  be  •Iways  tof^tber  in  ttie  bnainc—  and  pteasorM  of  life,  abaxiog  alike  Ha 
ytj%  Mid  MVrowa,  Its  distinction  and  fame  ;  nor  will  tbey  ever  be  harmoniooaly  Jwaltyet 
until  they  arc  educated  together,  physically,  intellectually,  and  Tnnr;ill\-. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  in  the  proposed  People's  College,  some  place  will  be  provided 
When  women  eu  be  adiieftted  iMe  bgr  M»wftb  men.  There  le  no  belter  leitef  the 
apMtaallij  of  •  man,  than  ie  found  in  hb  Uea  of  the  true  woman.  Men  haviiy  NpanM 
themnelvep  from  women  In  the  bn^lness  of  life,  and  thus  mnde  their  nature?  rrvarse  bt 
contact  with  their  own  sex  exdnsivelj,  now  demand  separate  pleasures  too ;  and  In  Ilea 
of  the  cheetfol  funtljclrele,  tte  book*,  game*,  muale,  and  pleasant  oooTemetkMO,  tiMyeoB* 
creirate  in  clubs  to  discuss  politic!^,  gamble,  drink,  etc.,  in  those  costly,  epHendld  estabB^ 
,  mouts,  got  up  for  such  as  can  not  find  snfflelent  cTclt^ment  In  their  ow-t>  parlors  or 
studios.  It  seems  never  to  enter  the  heads  of  these  fa^^hionable  hujibands,  thui  the  boon 
draif  a«  heavily  wUh  fbeir  fiuUoiwbla  wiTSi,  aa  they  alt  alone,  night  after  nighty  la  ^ 

solitary  clec^nce,  wholly  given  up  tn  thofr  nwn  rhi">T!'  S«  rpflcc-tlons  ;  for  what  gubjm» 
of  thought  hare  they  ?  Gossip  and  fashion  will  do  for  talk,  bat  not  for  thonght.  Thrir 
fheolc^  Is  too  gloomy  and  shadowy  to  afford  them  much  pleasure  in  contemplation ;  their 
reitglonlantiiingof  fbrmandnotof  Ufa,  aoitbilttgilhemiiojoyoraat^^  Asts 

the  reforms  of  tlic  dny,  tl-.'-y  Hrc  too  Efentocl  to  f''--!  tnuch  Interest  in  thrm.  'Hien*  \>  110 
elass  more  pitiable  than  the  unoccupied  woman  of  fashion  thrown  wholly  upon  berMli. 
....  Doea  not  fte  atmae  of  the  religious  dement  In  woman  demand  oar  enniaat«tt» 
tion  and  investigation  ? 

PrlOBtcraft  did  not  end  with  thp  hcsflnninir  of  the  reign  of  Prnt*>stnnti«ni.  Woman  hJ« 
always  been  the  greatest  dupe,  because  the  sentiments  act  blindly,  and  they  alone  bsv« 
been  odneated  In  her.  Her  veneration,  not  guided  by  an  enUghtanod  hitefleet^  leadi  htr 
as  readily  to  the  worship  of  saints,  pictures,  holy  daya,  and  loaplred  tn>  ti  md  boolni,ii 
of  the  living  God  and  the  everlasting  principles  of  Justice,  Mercy,  an  '.  Truth. 

There  Is  the  Education  Society,  in  which  women  who  can  barely  read  and  write  sad 
apeak  their  own  Ungnage  eorreetty,  form  aewtafr  Midetlea,  and  beg  fanda  to  edncatet 
■  claims  of  laiy,  inefficient  young  men  for  the  ministry,  who,  starting  in  life  on  tht  fib? 
principle  that  it  is  a  ble^slner  to  escape  pliysical  labor,  beirin  at  once  to  li%'e  on  their  pletv. 
What  is  the  result  f  Why,  after  going  through  college,  theological  semlnuries,  and  a 
brief  atniggle  at  fltlfaig  vp  akdelon  aermooa,  got  np  by  older  heads  for  tho  benefit  of  be- 

ptmi(T!»,  an;!  aft<T  pnMrtiinc:  them  for  a  season  to  thO'JC  vrhn  hnnp'r  and  th?r«t  f'T  llirtit 
and  trutli,  tli>  v  >inlv  down  into  utter  insignificance,  too  inefficient  to  lieep  a  place,  and 
too  losy  to  earn  the  salt  to  their  porridge,  whilst  the  women  work  on  to  edneata  move  for 
the  same  desthiy.  Look  at  the  long  line  of  benevolent  eocietlea,  all  filled  with  theaeaMk 
air^  nts.  liv?n'^'.  Mkc  so  many  loeehea,  oo  the  religions  element  in  our  nature*,  most  of 
them  from  the  ranics  of  the  clergy,  who,  unable  to  bnlld  up  or  keep  a  church,  have  takaa 
reftage  in  aome  of  theae  ttieological  asylums  florlho  tntdloelaaQy  mabnod,  halt,  and  Wal 
of  this  profession. 

Woman  really  think''  she  is  doing  God  service  when  «he  casts  her  mit»'  into  their  treas 
nry,  when  in  fact  not  one-tenth  of  all  the  funds  raised  ever  reach  the  ultimate  object 
Among  the  itogy  wo  Aid  our  noet  violent  eoenieB—aoae  moatoppoeedtoaDychMtt 
In  woman's  pofltlon  ;  yet  no  sooner  docs  one  of  these  And  him«eir  out  of  place  and 
pocket,  than,  if  all  the  places  in  the  various  benevolent  societies  chance  to  be  occupied, 
he  takes  a  kind  of  philautlxropic  survey  of  the  whole  habitable  globe,  and  forthvUIi  1 
IbnuaaTtanaleBenevolontSoeielyftirliieoonvenlonolthe  Jowe,  porhnpa,  orforacad* 
!ng  the  Gonpel  to  the  Fecjee  Inland',  and  he  i».  in  himself,  the  law  for  one  and  the  gos- 
pel for  the  other.    Now,  the  question  Is,  not  whether  the  Jew*  are  couTCrted,  or  wbetbsr 
the  Gospel  ever  reaches  the  talands,  but,  Does  the  agent  tooifdi  f  b  hia  post  profta!d»!  | 
And  doca  woman  beg  and  atltdi  tdthtnUy  ftir  Ua  aapport  tad  for  the  promotion  of  lis 

liow,  I  ask  women  with  all  seriousness,  conaideiing  that  we  have  litUe  to  give,  had  we 
not  better  bestow  our  ovrn  eharitlea  with  onr  own  haodat  And  tnatead  of  aondlng  ov 
benevolent  ontgushlngs  in  steamsn  to  parte  oBkoown,  had  we  not  better  let  them  flow  is 
atraana  whoac  length  and  breadth  we  ean  anrvey  at  pleaaiire,  knowlqg  their  aonxoe  aal 
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where  they  empty  themselTes  f  Instead  of  any  fortbar  efforts  la  behalf  of  a  pin-cushion 
ndBMfTt  I  eoa}m«  Wf  cuimliywoineo  to  dBvota  tiiamMlves  from  fhto  hour  to  the  edu* 
cation,  elevation,  and  enfranchbemL'tit  of  their  own  sex.  If  the  i*ame  amoant  of  devo- 
tion and  Mlf-aacriAoe  ooold  be  given  in  UiHa  direction  now  poured  out  on  the  churches, 
anotlMr  gmMniltoa  woidd  glT«ui  ft  nobler  typ«  of  womanhood  than  aayjret  moldod  by 
•ny  BUhop,  Priest,  or  Pope. 

Woman  In  her  present  ignorance  la  made  to  rest  In  the  most  distorted  views  of  God 
and  the  Bible  and  the  laws  of  her  being;  and  Hlie  the  poor  dare  **niMde  ToiOt"  her  ro« 
UgtoQ,  iMtead  of  mikliiirlMr  noble  and  fk«e,  and  ImpelHng  her  to  Am  firam  aO  groaa  anr- 
ronndlnfcs,  by  the  false  lessons  of  her  spiritual  teachers,  by  the  wronp  application  of 
great  principles  of  right  and  justice,  has  made  her  bondage  but  more  certain  and  lasting, 
bor  dMndatfcm  mon  hdpleaa  and  eonplete. 

KuiAms  Cast  SvAmov. 

9bJli«.JIniiiiMir.DiMPii.*  O&onoMvn,  Mam.,  J«viMt  IflOSL 

Dkar  Maj>am:—  ....  I  have  n«vtr  questioned  what  I  understnd  to  be  the  central 

principle  nf  the  reform  in  which  yon  are  enpnijetl  I  hclievo  that  every  mature  soul  Is 
responsible  direcUy  to  God,  not  only  for  its  faith  and  opinions,  but  for  the  details  of  it8 
lifB  in  tiM  worid.  bevaiyerittoofdnty  UMreeaDbeeoci«at«UOn,aiIait,onl7beC«Mii 
one  spirit  and  Its  Crentor.  Tlie  assertion  thiit  woman  Is  re^^ponsible  to  man  for  her  bi^llef 
or  conduct,  in  any  other  sense  than  man  is  responsible  to  woman,  I  reject,  not  as  a  be- 
Uever  In  any  theory  of  ''Woman's  Rigfata,*'  bnt  aa  a  bdlSTier  In  fbat  nUglon  whldi  knowa 
neither  mnle  nor  female,  In  its  Imperative  demand  upon  the  individual  conscience. 

This  being  true,  I  know  not  by  what  logic  the  obligation  of  woman  to  form  her  own 
ideal  of  life,  and  pursue  the  career  which  her  reason  and  conscience  dictate,  can  be  de- 
nied. Tbe  sphere  of  aetlfliy  In  which  any  person  will  shine.  Is  always  on  open  qnaatton 
until  answered  by  experlenee.  I  may  admire  the  wisdom  of  the  mind  which  has  discov- 
ered that  half  the  people  In  the  world  are  Inoompetent  to  act  beyond  one  circle  of  dntj  \  bat 
ttntfl  tbe  fust  has  been  eatabUsbed  by  the  onlvenal  tinan  of  yoor  sex,  ererywhere  ont> 
side  that  fat,il  line,  I  must  admire  rather  tlian  believe.  Kverj-  re:il  position  in  society  Is 
achieved  by  conquest.  I  must  convince  my  people  that  1  am  a  true  iiiinleter  of  the  Gos- 
pel, t^ore  I  can  datm  their  respect  and  support.  And  when  a  woman,  in  the  posaesslon 
of  the  poweiB  and  opportunities  given  her  by  Qod,  tells  me  she  most  trade,  or  Inatniet 
the  young,  or  hpAl  the  sick,  or  paint,  or  sing,  or  act  upon  the  stafje,  or  call  sinners  to  re- 
pentance, I  can  aay  but  one  thing— just  what  I  must  say  to  the  man  who  affirms  the  same 
->**My  fMeod,  ahow  yoor  MUf  to  aem  aoele^  In  thla  way,  and  aD  ereatton  ean  not  de- 
prive yon  of  the  right  If  you  can  do  this  to  which  you  aspire— can  do  It  well,  then  you 
and  eveiybody  will  be  the  gainers.  And  whoever  says  you  have  forfeited  any  essential 
gnmorfirtoe  off  womanhood  by  your  act,  betrays,  by  the  aocnsatlon,  an  ntter  Incom- 
petan^  to  Judge  upon  questions  of  human  responsibility  and  obligation." 

....  I  therefore  believe  the  method  of  this  reform  is  that  declared  by  God  when  He 
said  to  Adam  :  "  In  the  sweat  of  thy  lace  shalt  thou  eat  bread."  There  Is  no  "  royal 
raad'*to  womanhood,  as  there  ti  oertalnlynone  to  manhood.   Tbn  mnat  adileve  what 

you  desire  Woman  mu.'-t  do  much  before  man  can  help  her.   I  suppose  the  sexes 

are  about  equally  culpable ;  aud  I  make  no  peculiar  charge,  when  I  aay  that  ontll  I  ean 
see  more  Indfrldnal  eonaeeniHon,  more  dearaeas  of  perception  and  flinmeM  of  ooodnet 
in  regions  outside  of  the  walls  of  the  household  among  the  naia  of  women,  than  now,  I 
shall  not  cherish  extravairant  hopes  of  the  great  lmraedinte  eneecBB  of  your  noble  object, 

....  Your  movement  is  a  part  of  the  great  onward  march  of  society,  and  must  be 
«arpoaed  to  ttw  levenea  ftom  ontward  hoslffll^  and  Inwavd  fcUhleaanaaa,  flial  ham 

always  hindered  the  progrc^f  of  the  race  This  reform  will  be  a  sword  of  division, 

and  yon  will  not  be  surprised  when  those  who  have  entered  It  from  any  motive  lose  ex- 
alted tben  eoDseenitlon  to  duty.  Ml  awi^y  In  wearineaa  and  dlagnet  Tat  aD  the  moce 
honorable  will  It  be  to  those  who  are  oontent  to  temaln,  and  abide  the  flital  oondltlonB  of 
sioccre  human  effort.  Ton  are  not  very  near  )'0ur  Journey's  end;  but  you  are  doing  much 
for  your  sex,  in  a  mode  which  wUi  tell "  inevitably  upon  society.  I  often  encounter  a 
new  ^lilt  of  aalf •raapaet  and  honofaUie  Indapandanoa ;  n  new  hope^  and  wofka  oonm* 
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spoodiDg  to  it,  among  yonog  women,  which  I  can  trace  back  to  these  Ckmreotioiu.  I 
lMllOT«ealllf«ledin0B  In  all  profaMlopj  are  twtnmlng  labfwd  to  twat  jtmr  at Kwmaali 

wftli  opf"!!  Hdlcnlc  or  quiet  contempt,  and  ocoufn-  a  po«!tlon,  at  leant,  of  falr-tnfnded  ncn- 
tnlity,  to  a  greater  dogreo  than  ever  t>efore,  while  the  popular  rympathiea  are  emy  jear 
moffeenliatadlii  joormceMs.  . .  . .  WtthgraaAmpee^ImnalB  jowfHradaodMlov* 
Uboiw  in  Uw  oame  of  tnitb, 

A.  D.  MATa 

Samuel  J.  Mi^  Nad  tha  foUofring  eztcaot  Ihun  a  letter  from  Wm.  Uofd  Ganfaoo,  of 

Bo<»U>u : 

*'Miidi,vw7iDTCh,doIr4gi«ltlMiIflaB  not  be  at  the  Woiaaa'a  Blghta  Oon^tloo 

M-hich  is  t<>  assemble  to-rnorrow  in  Syracuse ;  but  circumstances  prevent.  I  shall  be 
there  in  spirit,  from  It*  organlxatlon  to  ita  diasolattoo.  It  has  as  noble  on  object  in  view, 
aye,  and  as  OhiMlan  a  one,  too,  as  was  ever  advooated  beneath  the  tun.  HeaTen  Mesa 
aUllipraoiedlDg*. 

"  Toon  for  all  dumaa  Righta,  Wic.  Llovo  Qa&bisok. 

Re?.  8.  J.  May." 

Comments  of  thf  Pkkss  aptbb  thb  Stkaouse  Cov-VBSTioif. 

The  Syr'K'iuw  SUmdartl,  Sfpl.  \Oth  (a  liberal  DemrK  nitk'  paper). 

Great  intt.'reet  waa  manifeated  in  Uie  pruceedinga  yesterday,  and  the  ball  was  densely 
crowded  dnrtaiir  the  day  and  ennhiflp.  Hveii  dlflflnlty  waa  foand  In  setting  evt  of  the  Ooo* 
vcntlon  after  the  acljoummfnt  Each  lady  covered  at  least  throe  stepit  of  the  Htalrway 
-nritli  her  dress,  and  little  groups  of  ladies  gathered  In  the  paas^[e>ways  and  went  tlirou^h 
the  ceremony  of  shaldng  hante  and  ktssiog  eseh  otber,  aa  ttioagfa  th^  had  been  aepa- 
rated  for  years  and  never  expected  to  meet  aicain.  Thifi  operates  as  a  aerlotts  obstacle, 
and  we  noticed  «orae  ladies  cxhihitinf;  a  petulant  spirit  in  belnir  Jostled  bv  the  cmwd 
which  they  themselves  bad  occasioned,  as  their  dresses  were  torn  and  soiled  by  the  feet 
of  thoae  who  were  vat ug  vtmoat  eflbrta  to  keep  the  eiowd  ftooa  poahhig  them  all 
down-stairs  t oirf'thiT.  This  is  n  threat  annoyance  to  those  who  arc  riol  fond  of  e:o!n|» 
through  the  world  at  the  slow  and  steady  pace  of  a  fashionable  lady,  aud  we  soggeal  the 
practice  of  inakiiigtheootaideotflie  hall  a  plaoeforielafllngguasip.  Hmmio  who  aweep 
the  dlity  alafrwaj  wifli  their  dreaeea  ahonld  doo  the  BIooomt  ooatune  wttiumtdelv. 

Th<  iSfoP,  bdoogtog  to  that  portion  of  the  preaa  cun<  J  "  the  Satanic,**  held  to  ita  orig^ 

b\.\]  chnnictor  while  spealiinR  of  the  Convention.  It  was  tbr<)u>;h  this  paper  that  Bef- 
ercuds  Sunderland  and  Asliley  made  public  their  aerniouii  u)(ainet  Woman's  Bights. 

The  iitar,  Heptember  IWA, 

The  women  at  the  Tomfoolery  Convention  now  being  h«ld  In  ttila  efty,  tdk  as  flneDtly 
of  the  Bible  and  Ood's  teacbinga  in  their  speeches,  as  if  they  could  draw  an  atgwneiit 

fn>in  inspiration  in  mainteiinnrr  of  tlielr  Womnn's  Ritrlit^i  ftuft"  The  poor  crent- 

ures  who  take  part  in  the  silly  rant  of  "  brawlin);  women  and  Aunt  Nancy  men,  are 
moat  of  fhem  **l8mlaen "  of  the  rankeet  stamp,  AbcUtloatets  of  the  moat  Itamtle  and 
contemptible  kind,  nnd  Christi;in  (r'  KyniimtbiRcr*  with  such  heretics  as  Wra.  LloyJ  Gar- 
rison, Parker  Pillsbuxy,  C.  C  Uurleigh,  aud  8.  8.  Foater.  These  men  are  all  Woman's 
Rigbters,  and  preaeiievi  of  tveh  darnnaUe  doctilncs  end  aeenrsed  berealQa,  as  would 
make  demona  of  the  pit  ahndder  to  bear. 

Wt>  have  selected  a  few  appropriato  passasres  from  G^'d'a  Hiblc  f<ir  tbf  consideration  of 
the  infuriated  gang  (Bloomers  and  all)  at  the  Convention  :  Gen.  iii.  16;  Tit.  iL  4,  5; 
Prov.U.SB»ziL9b19;  100r.zL8,»;  lTlm.U.8-14;  lOor.xiT.ai^llft;  l^T.tMk 

Difly  Star,  Sept.  IIM. 

Our  nanal  amovnt  of  editorial  matter  la  again  erowded  o«t  tUa  morning  by  the  eoctrame 

quantity  of  gabble  the  Woman's  Rightera  got  off  yestfrday.  Perhaps  wc  owe  nn  ayolnirj' 
for  having  given  publicity  to  the  mass  of  corruption,  heresies,  ridiculous  nonsense,  and 
recking  vulgarities  wbkh  these  bad  women  h.ivo  vomited  forth  for  the  past  three  daya. 
Our  peraonal  preCcmoe  woidd  have  been  to  hMo  CDttrdy  diiivgafdod  thaae  tolki 
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tigne  ds  mepris,  but  t)i«?  pnbllc  appetite  crlea  for  these  novelties  and  cecentric!t}e«  of  the 
times,  and  the  daily  preM  is  expected  to  gratiiy  such  appetite* ;  furthermore,  wc  are  of 
oplnloiitlwtvepofllng  •uAaOoavaBtloa  asttliiltflM  noit  cflwtml  wfty  of  ebeeklnff 

the  mischief  it  mipht  otherwise  do.  The  proceedlnfrB  of  these  three  days'  pow-wow  are 
a  moai  shockixig  commeniaiy  apon  themselve«,  and  awakea  tnunUng  scorn  for  the  par* 
tMpante  In  tlMn. 

Ttie  CoDYOQtlon  adjourned  tine  cUe  last  eyening  at  ten  o'clock,  and,  for  the  credit  of  our 
city,  we  hope  its  membprs  will  adjourn  out  of  town  as  soon  as  possible,  and  stay  eo  ad- 
journed, unless  they  can  come  among  us  for  more  respectable  buslncM.  Byracu^e  baa 
become  a  by-wofd  all  tlnoiigb  the  oonntry  b«0MU6  of  tbe  Inflnaice  wUch  goes  out  from 
the^e  foolish  ConT«ntloM  bald  hm,  and  It  la      time  tbat  we  aboald  ba  looking  after 

our  Kood  name. 

When  the  pamphlet  report  of  the  Convention's  proceedings  appeared,  Tfu  Star  said  : 
It  glTOs  tbe  written  tpeeebes  quite  foil,  bnt  only  the  ikeletoii  of  tba  apohen  onas,  which 

lu  reality  conetitutod  the  cream  of  the  affair  This  portion  of  the  world's  history 

In  relation  to  these  agitating  questions,  Is  very  appropriately  treated  upon  by  the  Lord 
Himself :  "  The  nea  and  the  waves  roaring  ;  msn's  kearte  faUing  them  for  fear,  and  fbr  look' 
tuff  q/lir  Mom  flM^isMsh  an  oomkig  om  tarlh ;  Jbr  the  power  qf  heaven  »haU  be  sAoftsn.** 
We  raOOgnIze  the  tnea  as  symbolizing  the  idea^  which  are  drifted  over  the  earth's  enrfiMsak 
and  tha  waves  roaring,  tbe  agitating  tupica  wblcb  the  times  have  broogbt  upon  us. 


Thi  Wokav's  Riohtb  OoimufTiON— Tub  Last  Act  aw  thb  Dbama. 
The  farce  at  Syracuae  has  been  played  out.    We  publish  to-day  the  last  act,  in  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  tbe  authority  of  tbe  Bible,  as  a  perfect  rule  of  faith  and  practice  for 
hwnaa  bala9i^waaTotod  down,  and  what  are  called  flia  lawa  of  natore  aet  vp  toataad  of 

tbe  Chrlstiiin  code.  We  have  also  a  practical  exhibition  of  the  consequences  that  flow 
from  woman  leaving  her  true  sphere  where  abe  wields  all  her  infiaence,  and  coming  into 
public  to  diMni89  qnmtioaa  of  monite  and  polMea  wtUi  man.  Tha  leene  fai  wbfdi  Bar. 
Mr*  Hatch  violated  tbe  decorum  of  his  doth,  and  was  coarsely  offensive  to  such  ludiea 
pnaent  as  had  not  lost  that  modest  "  feminine  element,"  on  which  he  dwelt  so  forcibly, 
la  the  natural  result  of  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  women  themselves,  who,  lu  tbe  first  place, 
Invited  dlaenaelonabotttaana;  and  te  tha  aeooind  plaoa,  ao  broadly  deflnedfhodtfleranee 
bi'tw-con  the  male  and  the  female,  as  to  be  sugi^estlve  of  anything  but  parity  to  the  au- 
dience. Tbe  women  of  the  ConvcoUun  have  no  rlji^t  to  complain ;  bat,  for  the  sake  of 
hi«  derieal  ehaimeter.  If  no  other  motive  tnHneooed  hhn,  be  ought  not  to  have  fbUowod 
ao  bad  anmmmplc.  Hin  !<pcech  was  sound  and  bis  argument  eOMllUlvaii  bnt  his  ftxRE 
of  words  was  not  in  the  best  taste.  The  female  orators  were  tbe  -.icpressors ;  hut,  to  use 
bis  uwu  language,  he  ought  not  to  have  mousured  swords  wiLU  a  wuuiuu,  especially  when 
he  regarded  her  tdaaa  and  exprearionaaa  bordering  open  the  obeoene.  BntellthiBlaChe 
natural  result  of  woman  placing  herself  In  a  false  pyosltlon.  As  the  Roy.  Mr.  Hatch 
observed.  If  she  ran  with  bones  she  must  expect  to  be  betted  upon.  Tbe  whole  tendency 
of  theee  Conventtona  la  by  no  meana  to  fnereaae  the  Inflnenee  <rf  woman,  to  elevate  her 
condition,  or  to  command  the  respect  of  the  other  sex. 

Who  are  these  women?  what  do  they  want?  what  are  tbe  motives  that  impel  them  to 
this  course  of  action  ?  Tbe  dnmuUU  pereonat  of  the  farce  enacted  at  Syracuse  present  a 
enrfooa  oonglomeiation  of  both  aezes.  Some  of  them  are  Old  malda»  whooe  peiaonal 
charms  were  never  very  attructive,  and  who  have  been  sadly  slighted  by  the  masculine 
gender  in  general;  some  of  tbom  women  who  have  been  badly  mated,  whose  own  tem- 
per, or  thdr  hnabenda,  baa  made  Hfe  anything  bot  agreeable  to  them,  and  they  are  there- 
fore down  ii[)on  the  whole  of  the  opposite  sex  ;  some,  having  so  much  of  the  virago  in 
their  disposition,  that  nature  appeant  to  have  made  a  mistake  In  their  gender — mannish 
women,  like  hens  that  crow ;  some  of  boundless  vanity  and  egotism,  who  believe  tbat 
they  are  anperior  In  InteUeotual  ability  to  "  all  tbe  world  and  the  rest  of  mankind,'*  and 
delight  to  see  their  speeches  and  addresses  in  print;  and  man  shall  be  consigned  to  his 
|>roper  sphere— nortlng  tbe  babies,  washing  tbe  dishes,  mending  stockings,  and  sweep- 
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tng  the  house.  This  is  "  the  good  time  coming."  Besides  ttft  elMMt  «•  hftw  MflMT 
•ted,  t?iprf  la  a  olafs  of  wild  enthncliists  and  visionaries — ver>' sincere,  but  very  mad — 
haviDg  tho  saine  voiu  as  the  fuutiUcal  AboIiUoalste,  and  the  majority,  If  not  all  of  them, 
bcliigf  III  potot  of  Iket,  deeply  tmbudirttbflMutlHitevwyM^  OfthemaleMX 
whn  nttpnd  these  Conventions  for  the  purpose  nf  tnklnp:  a  part  In  ttmi,  IIm  tmjoilty  ara 
heo-pecked  husbands,  and  all  of  them  onght  to  wear  petticoats. 

b  polQt  of  ebiUty,  the  majority  of  the  wobmb  era  llimpy,  flippant,  and  saperteid. 
Mrs.  Rose  alone  indicates  much  argumentative  power. 

How  did  womnn  flrnt  brcoine  snbject  to  man  as  she  now  is  all  over  the  world  ?  By  her 
nature,  her  sex,  Just  as  the  negro  is  and  always  will  t)«,  to  the  end  of  tloie,  inferior  to  the 
white  noe,  and,  aiei«ftn«,  doomed  to  rabjeeitoii;  but  happier  tiisii  die  wooild  be  hianj 
other  condition,  Jnst  bcrnuse  It  Is  the  law  of  her  nature.  The  women  theraeclves  wonid 
not  have  this  law  reversed.  It  is  a  significant  fact  that  even  Mrs.  Swlsshelm,  who  for* 
neiljrmaafaoiittodl  eneh  gatherings  trtm  her  hoaband.  Is  now**  a  keeper  at  home,** 
and  condemns  these  Conventions  in  her  paper.  How  does  this  happen  t  Because,  after 
weary  years  of  nufi^itfuluess,  she  has  at  length  got  her  rights  in  the  shape  of  a  baby. 
This  is  the  best  cure  for  the  mania,  and  we  would  recommend  a  trial  of  It  to  all  who  are 
afflicted. 

What  do  the  leadens  of  the  Woman's  Right*  Convention  want?  They  want  to  vote, 
and  to  hustle  with  the  rowdies  at  the  polls.  They  want  to  be  members  of  Congress,  and 
In  the  heat  of  debate  to  aabject  IherasfliTes  to  coane  Jesli  and  tadeeenl  taagaaffc,  like 
that  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hatch.  They  want  to  fill  all  other  posts  which  men  are  iimbltlrMi?  to 
occupy— to  be  lawyers,  doctors,  captains  of  vessels,  and  generals  in  the  field.  How 
ftinny  It  would  sound  in  the  newspapers,  that  Lucy  Stone,  pleading  a  canse,  took  sud- 
denly ill  in  the  pains  of  parturition,  and  petbaps  gave  birth  to  a  fine  boneiag  boy  in 
court !  Or  that  Rev.  Antoinette  Brown  was  arrested  in  the  middle  of  her  sermon  in  the 
pulpit  from  the  same  cause,  and  presented  a  "  pledge  '*  to  her  husband  and  the  oongrega« 
thm ;  or,  ttmt  Dr.  Kmlot  K.  Hvnt,  irhlle  atteadliif  a  gentleman  paltoolfar  n  flt  of  the 

gont  or  fistula  in  ano,  found  It  noci  ssary  to  send  for  a  doctor,  there  nnd  then,  and  to  he 
delivered  of  a  man  or  woman  chUd— perhaps  twins.  A  similar  event  might  happen  on 
the  floor  of  Congress,  In  n  atomi  irtaaa,  or  to  flia  raging  tempeat  of  batde,  and  than  wbal 
It  to  beeomo  oflho  woman  Iflglalatorf 


We  are  at  length— praised  be  the  •tBfsl--drawUm  to  the  termination  of  tite 

clamorous  conventions,  which  have  kept  the  difyto  a  flata  oC  ferment  and  agttalloD, 

excitement  and  fun,  for  the  past  two  weeks.  .  .  •  . 

"  The  World' H  Temperance  Convention  commeoeed  Its  dtttDicii  on  Tuesday,  and  Is  still 
In  scesloo.  .This  organisation  was  calculated  to  effiH:t  much  good,  had  it  not  been  * 
leavened  witii  the  elements  of  discord,  which  had  brought  contempt  and  ridlcnie  on  that 
of  the  '  Whole  World.'  The  Bev.  Miss  Antoinette  Brown  cast  the  brand  of  disorder  into 
ft,  by  presenting  herwif  ae  a  delegate  from  the  ottier  aaaoelalion.  Thli  was  n  Tlrtttd 
declaration  of  Woman's  Rlpcht^,  nnd  a  rosohito  effort  to  have  them  recognized  by  the 
Convention.  Neal  Duw,  as  President  and  as  a  man  of  gallai^try,  decided  on  receiving 
Miss  Antoinette's  credentials,  and  for  a  time  Tietory  appeared  to  smile  on  tiia  Ameaona. 
The  triumph,  howe  vcr,  \«  as  only  ephemeral  nnd  illnsive.  The  motion  was  put  and  carried 
that  none  but  the  officers  and  invited  gueot^  of  t!ic  Convention  should  be  permitted  to 
occupy  places  on  the  platform,  and  so,  by  this  indirect  movement,  Miss  Brown  saw  her- 
self, in  the  moment  of  her  brightest  bopea,  expelled  from  the  atage^  and  onee  motn  lha 
Anti-Woman's  RiLzhtcrs  were  in  the  n^rondnncy. 

"  This  was  on  Tuesday.  Next  day  another  stormy  scene,  arising  tcom  the  same  cause, 
was  enacted.  The  meek,  temperate  Dow— the  light  of  the  refbrmaUon,  the  apoalle  of  fbe 
Maine  Liquor  Law,  the  President  of  the  World's  Temprranee  Convention — no  longer 
Able  to  control  the  atormy  elements  which  had  developed  themselves  la  the  connefl, 
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resolved  by  n  coup  (Vt'M  to  irlvc  the  world  an  Instance  of  hie  temperate  dcmoflnor  and  of 
the  liberality  of  the  refonners,  and  ouoordlngly  directed  the  police  officers  in  attendaace 
to  dear  the  baU.  The  order  wm  enfijreed,  and  even  Iftae  Antoinette  Brown,  notwith- 
•iHldlng  the  waa  the  bearer  of  crcdentlala,  was  compelled  to  evacuate  with  the  rest  of  ttw 
throng,  and  leave  Metropolitan  Hall  to  the  quiet  and  peaceful  possession  of  the  male 
delegates  tn  the  World's  Temperance  Convention.  Thus  harmony  was  restored  In  that 
obttKpamu  tmetMj. 

«**1hif  aada  aaoUtDde,  andeallad  It  p«wa/  *' 

Arabf,"  September  10,  ISSft. 
....  "Thus  stands  the  case,  then.   Tliis  World's  Temperance,  or  Maine  Law  Con- 
ventloo,  headed  by  Neal  Dow,  the  founder  of  the  aforesaid  statute,  has  tamed  adrift  the 
WomnV  Rights  party,  mate  tod  fsniale,  VtnA  and  white,  llie  SoelalMa,  ttie  Anudganui- 

tionlsts,  the  Infidel*,  the  Vegetarians,  and  the  Free  CoI<)red  Amerfo^ns  Wiiit  la  to 

follow  from  th^^o.  proceeding,  excluding  Miss  Brown,  Phillips,  Douglass,  and  Smith  from 
the  holy  cause  of  temperance?  Agitation?  Of  course.  What  else?  Very  likely  a  separate 
Millie  Law  eoalitlon  movemeiit,  eomprlsing  the  Abolitionists,  the  strong-minded  women, 
and  Free  Colored  Americans  all  over  the  North,  in  opposition  to  Neal  Dow  and  the 
orthodox  Maine  Law  party.  Thus  the  house  will  be  divided — la,  Indeed,  already  divided-^ 
against ftadf.  Whatthent  The Heriptnies  eaythei audi » heme eantetand.  IteuH. 
And  thus  the  Maine  Law  is  crippled  In  a  uilK  rahle  pquabl>le  with  fugitive  sbves, 
Bloomer*,  and  AboUti<ml*ta.  How  strange !  Great  coontiy  this,  anyhow." 

National  Demccrat,"  September  5  (Rev.  Channcey  C.  Burr,  editor). 
"Time  was  when  a  full-blooded  nlireer  meeting  in  New  York  would  have  been  heralded 
with  the  cry  of  '  Tar  and  feathers  ! '  but,  alas  1  io  these  degenerate  daya,  we  art:  called  to 
lament  only  over  en  npraaiton*  diatorhenee.  2^  2V0imm  groene  heirlHy,  It  1*  trae, 
because  a  «ct  of  delsflcal  fnnatlcs  were  interrupted  In  their  villainous  orgies ;  but  It  should 
rather  rejoice  that  no  harsher  means  were  resorted  to  than  '  tofta  of  graea.'  Talk  about 
freedom  t  I*  eny  land  *o  lot  to  *elf-rBgpect  *o  «nBk  hi  hillMny-tfietCtod-deliylng,  BlMo' 
abhorring  sacrilege  will  be  civilly  allowed?  Because  the  bell-wether  of  The  Tribiuu, 
accompanied  by  a  phalanx  of  blue  petticoats,  is  Installed  as  the  grand-master  of  outrages, 
is  that  any  reason  for  personal  respect  and  public  humiliation?  In  view  of  all  the 
engnvetliif  elfeam*tUMe*  of  the  eaee^  we  congratohita  the  foolhardy  fanatie*  on  getting 
off  as  easy  as  they  did;  and  we  commend  the  forbearance  of  the  considerate  crowd  in  not 
carrying  their  coercive  measorea  to  extremes,  because,  the  humbug  being  exploded,  all 
that  t*  n*ec**ery  now  I*  to  hmgh,  hi**,  and  voetfleionwj  appland.  When  men  makenp 
their  nilncls  to  vilify  tlio  Bible,  denounce  the  Constitution,  and  defame  their  countTj- 
(although  this  Is  a  (rve  country),  they  should  go  down  in  some  obscure  cellar,  remote 
from  mortal  ken,  and,  even  there,  whisper  their  hideous  treaaon  against  God  and  Uberty." 

MOB  CONVENTION,  1868. 

1.  Bfsotv^fd,  That  this  movement  for  tlu-  rli^hts  of  woman  makes  no  attempt  to  decide 
whether  woman  is  better  or  worse  than  man,  neitlier  atllrms  nor  denies  the  equality  of 
her  totflUeet  with  that  of  men—ttdm  no  pfetenae  Of  ptoteettaig  women— doe*  not  eeok  to 

oblljje  womiin  nny  more  than  man  now  oMip'd,  to  vote,  takeofflce,  labOT  hi  the  pfO» 
fesslons,  mingle  In  public  life,  or  manage  her  own  property. 

ft.  Miaohedf  That  what  we  do  aeek  Is  to  gain  these  rights  and  privileges  for  those  women 
who  wish  to  enjoy  them,  and  so  to  change  public  opinion  that  it  shall  not  be  deemed 
indecorous  for  women  to  engage  In  any  occupation  which  they  deem  fitted  to  their  hablte 
and  talents. 

8.  JbiolMd;  That  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  Women**  Right*  movement  is— that 

every  human  being,  without  distinction  of  sex,  ha?  an  Invioliible  rleht  to  the  fall  develop- 
ment and  free  exercise  of  all  energies ;  oud  that  In  every  sphere  uf  life,  private  and  public, 
FnnetlOBe  ehnold  dway*  be  eommennirate  with  Powera. 

4.  Resditd,  Tliat  each  human  being  is  the  sole  jud^^e  of  hb  OT her  •phere,  and  OntKM 
to  chooae  a  profession  without  toterforence  from  others. 
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5.  Btsolved,  Tbat  whatever  differences  exist  between  Mao  and  Womat,  In  th«  quUlf 
or  nMuofeaf  thdr  pow«n,  tn  orfghaUy  dfnlgMd  to  be  and  dMNdd  beeono  bODdi«( 
union  and  numm  of  coKipentloB  in  the  dlidwqpe  of  ell  feaeliOM,  eUke  pffrale  and 

public 

0.  jMaiwrf,  That  the  monopoly  of  the  deetlve  fraadilee,  and  Ihenhy  ofell  the  iMnren 
of  Hglilatiflii  and  government,  by  men,  solely  on  the  ipvund  of  mx,  ia  t  monstrous 

u">nrpatfnn — condemned  alike  by  reason  and  common-sense,  fuhverslve  of  all  the  prin- 
liplcB  of  Justice,  oppreaslT')  and  demoralizing  in  ita  operations,  and  insulting  to  the 
djcnlty  of  hoDiiia  BStora. 

.'.  Jtf.'^pefl.  That  we  see  no  force  In  the  objection,  that  woman's  taking  part  In  politics 
would  be  a  Iruitful  source  of  domestic  disaensioo ;  slooe  ezperteaoe  abowi  that  eha  may 
be  allowed  to  ehooie  her  own  Mfh  and  aeet  wtthont  any  andi  erO  naoill,  thongh 
rellffiou«  dIsptiUM  nro  sorely  as  bittor  as  political — and  if  the  ohjeotlon  be  soaod,  we 
ou^ht  to  go  further,  and  oblige  a  wife  to  for^  all  religious  oplnlODa,  or  to  adopt  the 
religious  aa  wen  aa  the  poUtlcd  oreed  of  her  hneband. 

8.  JBwoheef,  Tbat  women,  Uke  men,  mnat  be  either  self-enpported  and  eelf-govemed,  or 
dependent  and  enslsTed ;  that  an  nnnb<<tructcd  and  general  participation  in  all  the 
branches  of  productive  industiy,  and  in  all  the  business  functions  and  offloee  of  common 
Vfe,  ta  at  enea  Ihcir  nataial  tlfehC,  fhair  bidhidval  tailMit,  and  their  pohUe  daty;  the 
claim  and  the  obligation  reciprocally  ■uppottfay  each  other ;  that  the  idleness  of  thn  rioh. 
with  its  attendant  physical  debiUtyi  monl  lailty,  pessional  intemperance  and  mental 
dlBafpatlon«  end  the  ignoranoe,  wielAadaeee,  and  anfbreed  profligacy  of  the  poor,  wblck 
are  evorj-where  the  curse  and  reproach  of  the  sex,  are  the  necessary  results  of  their 
exclusion  from  those  diversified  employments  wliirh  would  otlierwiBC  furnish  them  with 
iseful  occupallon,  fad  reward  them  with  its  profits,  honors,  and  blessiug^,  that  this 
anoraioiia  wwiycrieaibnadieee,  for  lapaiatloB  by  thoee  whoaa  diUaqnaney  aUowa  Me 

oontliiuancc. 

VFAmos,  The  energleaot  Man  are  always  In  proportion  to  th«  magultode  of  the  objects 
to  be  obtidned ;  and,  whereas,  It  reqolree  tiie  higbeet  motive  for  the  greataat  e«ertkm 
and  noblest  action ;  therefore, 

9.  Jle»>lrrd,  Til  sit  Woman  mn«t  be  rccognltcd  politically,  legally,  socially,  and  relig- 
iously the  equal  of  man,  and  all  the  obstructions  to  her  highest  physical.  Intellectual,  and 
moral  cnltore  and  development  be  nmored,  that  ahe  may  have  the  Mgbeet  motive  to 
asevme  her  place  In  that  sphere  of  action  and  nsefolneea  which  her  e^MwMiea  enable  her 
to  1111. 

10.  JlMched,  Tbat  yila  morement  glvea  to  ttie  cavaa  of  edaeaHon  a  new  mottre  and 

Impulse  ;  makes  a  vast  stride  toward  the  settlement  of  the  question  of  wages  and  social 
reform  ;  tro^s  far  to  cure  that  widespread  plague— the  lioeutionsncss  of  cities;  adds  to 
civilization  a  new  element  of  progress ;  and  Id  all  these  respecte  commends  Iteeif  aa  ona 
of  the  giealaet  reforms  of  the  age. 

FIRST  APPEAL  OF  1H.V4. 
Woman's  Rights.— CrKrii.ATE  thk  rKTiTioN. 

The  Albany  Woman's  Rights  (Jouveulion,  held  in  February  last,  resolved  to  oontlnoe 
the  work  of  Petitioning  our  State  legislature,  from  year  to  year,  nntd  the  lawof  Jnattee 
and  BqvaU^  eh^  bo  Espoused  to  the  whole  people,  without  distinction  of  sex. 

In  order  to  syft<»mntize  and  facilitate  the  Inborn  of  the  friends  who  shnll  engage  in  th*^ 
work  of  circulating  the  PetiUoua,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  devise  and  present  ixjuie 
deinlte  phm  of  aellon.  In  the  eatlmatloB  of  that  Committee,  the  flmt  and  moat  Impofw 
tant  work  to  be  done  In  to  cnllghton  the  people  as  to  Uie  bkal  claims  of  the  Woman's 
Risrhts  Movement,  thereby  dispelling  their  many  prejudices,  and  secorlog  their  hearty 
good- will.  To  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  thta  first  groat  object,  the  Committee  purpoea 
Woman'a  Bights  Moctlng)«  in  all  Uie  cities  and  many  of  the  larger  villages  of  the 
Btate,  dnrlntr  the  coming  fall  and  winter,  and  gladly,  could  they  command  the  service* 
of  Leetaring  Agenta,  would  thoy  tboroughl)'  canvass  the  entire  State.  But,  since  to  do 
00  ii  In^poMlbia^thajraroiildiuienpoo  thoMenda  la  avaiy  connly,  town,  yOI^  and 
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acbool  distiict,  to  hold  public  meetings  in  their  respeellVB  localities,  and,  if  none  among 
ilMlr  own  dtlaaiw  fael  theoiadm  coaveteni  to  addraaa  fbe  p«ople,  invito  apaakMB 
from  abroad    Let  the  queatlon  be  fiiTly  and  ftudy  Jlimnand,  both  pro  nd  ww,  by  iHrtit 

frleuds  and  opponents. 

Though  the  Ifrtng  spoakflrcannoivlrit  «v«qr  JMurllMloiM  throoglKNit  the  length  anA 
breadth  of  the  Empire  State,  and  pewonallypweent  the  claims  of  oar  cause  to  the  hearts 
and  conBcIeoces  of  those  who  surround  them,  his  arguments,  by  the  aid  uf  the  in  nil  liable 
art  of  printing,  may.  Therefore  the  Committee  have  resolved  to  circulate  as  widelj  as 
possible  the  written  etateoMiit  of  Woman's  Polttleal  and  f<agil  Blgbta,  as  eontalned 
in  the  Address  written  by  Blnbeth  Cady  Stanton,  of  Senecft  Mil,  N.  T.,  and  adopted 
by  the  Albuuy  Convention — presented  to  onr  Leijflslatare  at  its  last  session.  This  Ad- 
dress has  been  highly  spoken  of  by  many  of  the  best  iwpen  in  the  State,  and  pronounced, 
by  emineot  lawyers  and  atateamen,  an  able  and  naaaewerable  aiigmBeot.  And  the  Com* 
mittee,  being  fully  confident  of  Its  power  to  convince  every  candid  Inquirer  after  truth 
of  the  Justice  and  mercy  of  our  claims,  do  urgently  call  upon  the  friends  everywhere  to 
aid  them  In  giving  to  it  a  thorough  circulation. 

Theraisnowfonnqneetlonof  the  day  that  meelt  80  ready,  ao  ftdl,  eo  doq>  a  reaponae 
from  the  mstspcs,  as  docs  this  Woman's  Righta  question.  To  ensnro  a  speedy  triumph, 
M-e  have  uuly  to  take  earnest  hold  of  the  worlc  of  dlsacmluatlng  its  immutable  truths. 
Let  us,  then,  aglUte  the  question,  hold  puUle  meetings,  widely  circnlate  WoaMB*a  B||^ 
Tracts,  and  show  to  the  world  that  we  are  in  earnest— that  we  will  be  heard — that  onr 
deniandfl  stop  not  phort  of  justice  and  perfect  equality  to  every  human  being.  Let  us, 
at  least,  see  to  it,  that  this  admirable  Address  of  Mrs.  Stanton  is  placed  in  the  hands  of 
efvmy  InlaUiRent  nan  and  woman  Ib  tho  Blale,  and  thna  the  way  prepared  for  tbt  faaer" 
tag  l^p  OC  *  M^hty  host  of  namea  lO  <Mr  petttlons  to  be  printed  to  our  next  Llgldn- 
ture,  a  mammoth  roll,  tliat  shall  cause  our  law-malcers  to  know  that  the  Peoplb  are 
with  us,  and  that  if  our  prayer  be  not  wisely  and  Justly  answered  by  them,  other  and 
tmer  repreeentatlvea  will  1111  those  Legislative  Bella. 

Tlie  success  of  our  first  appeal  to  our  Legislature,  made  last  winter,  encourages  us  to 
persevere.  That  the  united  prayer  of  only  6,(K)0  men  and  women  should  cause  the  re- 
porting and  suboequeut  passage  in  the  House,  of  a  bill  granting  two  ol  our  most  special 
claims  -^iiat  of  the  wUb  to  her  eandnga,  and  the  mother  to  her  ehUdren— la  Indeed  a 
result  the  most  sanguine  scarce  dared  to  hope  for.  What  may  we  not  expect  from  our 
next  appeal,  that  shall  be  20,000,  nuy,  more,  if  we  but  be  faithful,  100,000  strong.  To 
the  woric,  thmi,  friends,  of  renovating  public  seotlmeot  and  clrculaUng  petlUona.  There 
la  no  thne  to  be  lost.  Onr  Fourth  of  July  gatheitega  will  afford  fit  onwrtontty  for  bofli 
di^<tribntln^  the  .\ddri'38  and  circulating  the  petitions.  And,  Women  of  the  Empire 
State,  it  is  for  you  to  do  the  woilc,  it  is  for  yon  to  shake  from  your  feet  the  dost  of  tyrant 
enatom,  it  la  fbr  yon  to  remember  art**  he  who  wooild  hoflpM  nwat  hlmaelf  atdkatfae 
blow." 

The  petitions  to  be  circulated  are  the  same  as  last  year— one  asking  for  the  JtrsT  LVT> 
Equal  Kiohts  or  WoiUN,  and  the  other  for  Woman's  Right  or  Surnuoa.  The 
petfUona  are  to  be  algned  by  both  men  and  women,  the  niw*a  namea  plaeed  In  the  right 
column,  and  the  women*a  In  the  left.  AU  Intelligent  persons  mnat  be  ready  and  wlllliig 
to  sign  the  first,  asking  a  revision  of  tbo  l:iw3  relative  to  the  property  rights  of  women, 
and  surely  no  true  republican  cau  refuse  to  give  his  or  her  name  to  the  second,  asking 
for  woman  the  Bight  of  Kepreaantation— a  practical  application  of  the  great  principles 

of  '7t1. 

It  is  desirable  that  there  shall  be  one  person  In  each  county  to  whom  all  the  petitions 
circulated  in  its  several  towns,  villages,  and  school  districts,  shall  be  forwarded,  uud 
who  diall  arrange  and  attach  them  In  one  roU,  atattngnpoa  a  blank  ihaai,  piaoed  be- 
tween the  petition  and  the  sljrnatun^e,  the  number  of  signers,  the  name  of  the  count}', 
and  the  number  of  towns  represented,  and  forward  them  as  early  as  the  1st  of  December 
sect,  to  SttSBD  B.  Anthony,  Boeheaher,  N.  T.  WlMre  no  penon  volontaen,  or  la  ap- 
pglntod  aoeh  eooniy  agent,  the  potltiona,propailylalMlod,niaylMa«Btdlna4ytoRodi* 

ester. 

Mrs.  StAoton's  Address  is  publlahod  In  neat  pamphlet  form,  in  laige  type,  and  may  be 
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liad  At  tiMfdllowIn;  {wfee*:  18  per  100,91V  eli.  pardoMB;  or  if  teat  Iqr nO,  $3 pei 

100,  and  50  cU;.  per  dozen.  Packagfen  of  oTuT  S6  nuj  IM  Mot  llj  miw—  to  iD  pliOM  «•  I 
the  line  of  the  railroadg  at  a  Ipssrost  than  by  man. 

It  18  hoped  that  every  person  who  readii  this  notice,  and  feels  an  interest  in  tiie  uuT  i 
▼ens]  dUftaskm  of  the  tmealm  and  o»«ei  of  the  Woman's  Blfffats  agltatioii,  win,  irttlKwt  | 
delay,  order  ropie?  of  th!s  address  t-o  dlstribato  ^tultonsly  nr  otherwise,  amoni;  thdr 
neighbors  and  townsmoo.   Should  there  he  any  visbinp^  to  aid  in  this  worlc,  who  can  not 
command  the  money  necessary  to  pnrchase  the  Address,  their  orders  wOl  be  cheerfulij 
complied  wKh  free  of  ebiifB.  | 

The  Committee  have  on  hand  a  variety  of  Woman>  Rlgrht^  Tract?,  written  by  8.  J.  May, 
WendeU  Phillips,  Eliabeth  C.  Stanton,  Mrs.  C.  I.  H.  l^ichoU,  Ernestine  L.  Boe«,  T.  W. 
Hlgslnson,  and  othen.  Also,  the  Beporli  dt  flie  •«Ters]  National  Woman's  Rights  Cos* 
ventions,  dl  of  wUdl  may  be  had  at  very  low  prices. 

All  oomtpODdODQO  and  orders  for  Address,  petitions,  etc.,  should  b«  addressed  to 

SuBAJi  B.  Aimodr,  Qeoena  Agent,  Bochester,  N.  I. 
SECOND  AFFBAL  OF  18M. 

We  porpoM  again  tide  winter  to  send  petttioae  to  oar  State  Legteintiue  oue,  sskisf 

for  the  Just  and  Equal  Rfghta  of  Woman,  and  one  for  Woman's  Rfe^ht  of  SnfTrare. 
The  latter,  wc  thinic,  coven  the  whole  grotmd,  for  we  can  never  be  said  to  have  jiut 
end  eqoal  rights  antfl  the  rlg^  of  saiEhige  Is  onrs.  Some  who  will  gladly  slj^  tits 
fonmr  may  shrink  from  making  the  last  demand.  But  be  assured,  our  cum  eaa  new 
rest  on  a  safe,  eii<!uHnir  hnslfl,  nntH  we  ffct  the  rl^ht  of  snflfraee.  So  long  as  we  hare  no 
voice  in  the  laws,  we  have  no  goaraotee  that  privileges  granted  us  to^j  by  one  body 
of  men,  iney  not  1m  tdcen  Ihm  itt  toHmmvm  by  iBodier. 

All  man's  laws,  his  theolog]rt  tils  daily  life,  go  to  prove  the  fixed  idea  in  hi»  mind  of  the 
entire  difference  in  the  sexes — a  difference  so  broad  that  what  would  be  coTipidcn^d  cruel 
and  unjust  between  m»xx  and  man,  is  kind  and  jast  between  man  and  woman.  Uavisg 
dteoufded  the  Uee  of  the  oneneae  of  the  mxm,  bow  on  mm  Jodgo  of  the  needs  Mi 
wants  of  a  being  so  wholly  unlike  himself?  How  can  he  make  laws  for  his  own  benefit 
and  woman's  too  at  the  same  time  ?  He  can  not.  He  nnvcr  has,  as  all  hla  laws  rflative 
to  woman  most  clearly  show,  fiut  when  man  shall  fully  grasp  the  idea  that  woman  ia  t 
belQg  Of  Itte  Mngo,  tboiwbti,  nd  poMlont  with  UiBMli;  ho  miv 
her,  as  one  code  would  annwer  for  both.  But  until  then,  AMQM  Of  jMlHee^  •  wIm  SClf- 
love,  impels  us  to  demand  a  voice  In  his  councils. 

To  every  lotelligeot,  thinking  wooian,  we  put  the  question.  On  wliat  sotrad  prindplei 
of  JnriepnideBoe,  eoneUtiitlOBol  law,  or  hanan  ri^ta,  are  on»<half  cl  the  people  of  ttli 
State  dthfranchlsed  •   If  you  answer,  as  yon  must,  that  it  is  done  in  v1olatl<m  of  all  law, 
then  we  ask  you,  when  and  how  ia  this  great  wrong  to  be  righted  P  We  mj  wom ;  aal 
petltiontavlafhallntaleplnltBaeeompHduaeDl  We  hope,  tberstora,  fltat  etery  won* 
an  in  the  State  will  aign  her  name  to  the  petitions.   It  Is  humiliating;  to  know  that  msny 
educated  women  so  Btulttfy  tholr  consciences  as  to  declare  that  they  have  all  the  rights 
th^  want.  Have  you  who  make  this  declaration  ever  read  the  barbarous  lavs  In  rc&r-  . 
eoeotowoiDaii,tO]nolhefa,towlm,aBdtodaaghtera,wtaldidl|graeeoor8lattt^  I 
Laws  whidi  are  not  surpassed  in  cruelty  and  Injustice  by  any  slaveholding  code  in  the  i 
United  States  ;  laws  which  strike  at  the  root  of  the  glorious  doctrine  for  which  cor  I 
fathers  fought  and  bled  and  di^  "no  taxation  without  representation  "  ;  laws  which 
Joay  >ri^tiBoataaoredlyobeeiredbyaMny  Of  tho  mouarddeaof  Enropo  **the  right 
of  trial  by  a  jury  of  on<>'s  own  peers" ;  laws  which  trample  on  tho  boll^'st  and  most  Tin-  I 
seltiah  of  all  human  affections— a  mother's  Iovh  for  her  child-Hmd  With  ruthie«s  cruelty 
snap  asunder  the  tenderest  ties ;  laws  which  enable  the  father,  bo  be  a  man  or  m  vUatBKt 
totearlbo  laftwtfromtho  molher*a  arma  and  aend  It,  If  ho  dwoaea,  to  tho  Ve^U- 
ands — yea,  to  will  the  guardianship  of  the  unborn  child  to  whomsoever  he  may  please, 
whether  to  the  Saltan  of  Turkey  or  the  Imam  of  Muscat;  laws  by  which  onr  sons  sod 
daughters  may  bo  tHHUkd  to  tevTloe  to  OBsofll  fhfllr  felhoi*a  dobta  of  AdNar,  fn  ttie  maaacri 
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mm-lioles  and  brothels  In  the  vast  metropolis ;  laws  which  violate  all  tliat  is  most  pare 
and  ••end  fn  fba  nurlage  niaiioii,  1»y  Rhrlng  to  tbtt  ered,  beMfly  draokud  Oie  r^ts 
of  a  man,  a  husband,  and  fnthiT;  laws  which  place  the  life-long  canilng«  of  the  wife  at 
the  disposal  of  the  husband,  be  his  chnracter  what  it  may  ;  laws  which  leave  us  at  the 
mercy  of  the  RmiHMller  wad  the  drunkard,  against  whom  we  have  no  protection  for  our 
lives,  our  cbildren,  or  onr  homes ;  laws  by  vhksh  w«  are  made  the  weldi-dogt  to  keep  a 
million  and  a  half  of  our  ^I^jten)  in  the  foulest  bondaf^e  the  sun  ever  shone  upon— wUdl 
forbid  us  to  give  food  and  shelter  to  the  panttog  fugitive  from  the  laud  of  slavery. 

If,  ito -view  of  IftwaUke  those,  there  be  women  tnfhia  State  aoloit  to  adf-respect,  to  all 
that  is  virtuom,  DoMe,  and  tnie,  as  to  refuse  to  raise  their  voices  in  protest  aj^dnst  such 
dagradlog  tyranny,  we  can  only  say  of  that  system  which  has  thns  robbod  womanhood 
of  dl  Its  glory  and  greatness,  what  the  immortal  Chanuing  did  of  slavery,  "  If,"  said  he, 
"ftbetnieltiettlie  aUnws  araeonlented  and  bappy-4r  then  isasystaii  that  eaa blot 
out  all  love  of  freedom  from  the  soul  of  man,  destroy  every  trace  of  his  Divinity,  make 
hinri  happy  In  a  condition  so  low  and  benlf^hted  and  hopeless,  I  ask  for  no  stronger  argu- 
ment against  such  a  slavery  as  ours."  No  !  never  believe  it;  woman  fuUifles  herself  and 
blaaphemee  her  God,  when  te  irtew  of  ber  preeent  aoefad,  legal,  and  polltlcel  poaltlon, 

she  declnrc<  she  has  all  the  rights  slic  wants.  If  a  few  drops  of  Saxon  blond  g^ve  our 
Frederick  Douglass  such  a  clear  perception  of  his  humanity,  his  Inalienable  rights,  as  to 
enable  him,  with  the  slaveholder's  Bible,  the  slaveholder's  Constituttou,  a  Southern  pub- 
110  eentliiie&t  and  education  all  laid  beavy  on  bis  sboidden,  to  eland  upright  and  walk 
forth  in  search  of  freedom,  with  as  much  ease  as  did  Samson  of  old  with  the  massive 
gates  of  the  city,  shall  we,  the  daughters  of  onr  Hancocks  and  Adamses,  we  in  whose 
veins  flow  the  blood  of  the  TUgrfaa  Vatbemi  shall  we  never  tiy  the  alranglh  of  Oese 
witlics  of  law  and  frospsi  irttfi  whldi  In  onr  bUndneae  we  have  been  bound  band  and 
foott  TeS|  the  time  has  come. 

^'  The  slumber  is  brokeq.  the  sleeper  Is  risen, 
■  Tbedayof  theOolhandtheVaadaltso^er, 
And  eU  larth  Ms  the  tiesd  of  IMon  ones  mere.** 

Fail  not,  Women  of  the  Empire  State,  to  swell  our  Pet i  lion 8 .  Let  no  religious  soniplee 
hold  you  back.  Take  no  heed  to  man's  Intfrpretation  of  Paul's  Injunctions  to  women. 
To  any  thinking  mind,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  explaining  those  passages  of  the  Apostle 
as  appUeable  to  the  ttanes  In  wbleh  thej  were  written,  as  Imvlnfir  no  rsffneooe  whatever 
to  the  Women  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Honor  the  ELing,"  heroes  of  '76  !  Those  leaden  tea-chests  of  Boston  Qarbur  cry  out, 
**  Render  unto  Cesar  the  things  that  are  Cesar's."  Whnn  the  men  of  1854,  with  their 
PMeata  and  SnbMe,  abaU  lebnke  the  disobedience  of  their  forefsthen— when  Chej  shau 
cease  to  set  at  defiance  the  British  lion  and  the  Apostle  Paul  in  their  National  Policy, 
then  It  will  be  time  enough  for  us  to  bow  down  to  man's  interpretation  of  law  touching 
onr  aoelal  relations,  and  aeknowledffe  fliat  Ctod  gnvooa  powers  and  rights,  merely  that 
we  nl^it  rtiow  forth  our  faith  in  Him  hy  bt>int^  belplaaa  and  dumb. 

The  writings  of  Paul,  like  our  State  Constitutions,  are  suseeptibb'  of  v.irio;]^  interpre- 
tations. But  wheu  the  human  soul  is  roused  with  holy  indignation  ac;aiu8t  injustice  and 
oppresaloB,  It  slope  not  to  translale  bomen  parbbments,  bnt  foUowa  ont  the  law  of  Its 
Inner  being,  written  by  the  finger  of  God  In  the  first  hour  of  Ita  cimtlon. 

Our  Petitions  will  be  sent  to  every  county  in  the  State,  and  we  hope  that  they  will  find 
at  least  ten  righteous  Women  to  drculate  theui.  But  should  there  l;e  any  county  so  bo- 
niglited  that  a  peUtfon  enn  not  be  dvenlated  thronghont  Its  length  and  breadth,  giving 
to  every  man  and  woman  an  opportunity  to  pigii  thrlr  names,  then  ue  pray,  not  that 
'*God  will  send  down  fire  and  brimstone"  upon  it,  but  that  the  Napoleon  "  of  this 
movement  will  flood  it  with  Woman'a  Rights  Tracts  and  Missionari^. 

BuiABBTB  Cjjyr  SrAirroii, 

Seneca  Falls,  Dec.  11,  1854. 

N.  B.— All  orders  for  forms  of  Petitions  and  Woman's  Rights  Tracts,  and  all  commt> 
nkatloDS  relating  to  the  movement  in  this  State,  should  bo  addressed  to  onr  General 
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Agenti  Susan  B.  Authooy,  Rochester,  N.  T.  Let  the  PetlUoos  be  returned,  as  soon  M 
poMlUtt,  to  l<rdta  Mott,  AOmiv,  N.Tm  M  w«  with  to  pcom 

theralqr  giTfl  our  LegtiUitnrs  due  time  for  the  eonridaratioo  of  tliis  Importaat  (piMtloQ. 

NATIONAL  WOKANV  BIGHTS  CONVENTION,  OOOFIR  INBTITUTB,  MS. 

VmnwM  VMW  Mm.  Btunom, 

Sbvboa  FaiaSi  JH—w >«■  9i  1850L 
Deab  Lucr  Stonk  :— We  may  continne  to  hold  our  ConTentlons,  •vre  mnv  ti»]k  of  our 
right  to  vote,  to  legislate,  to  hold  property,  but  until  wc  can  arouse  In  woman  a  proper 
Mlf-rwpeet,  the  will  liold  fn  oonteoipt  Ibe  demtnds  we  wnw  nuiko  for  oar  mx.  We  abell 
never  pet  wbat  we  nsk  for  until  the  mnjority  of  women  arc  op>cnly  with  us ;  and  thev  will 
.  nerer  claim  their  civil  rlfcht«  ontU  they  know  their  aocUl  wrongs.  From  time  to  time  I 
put  Uieee  qwwtfoiii  to  mylMsIf ;  How  to  It  that  womu  eea  longer  etleiitly  eonseot  to  her 
pieiePt  fdee  ponitiou?  How  can  she  calmly  contemplete  the  barbarons  codo  of  lawa 
which  govern  hpr  rlvll  and  political  exf^tcfipp  ?  How  ran  she  devoutly  subscribe  to  a 
theology  which  mukeii  her  the  conscientious  victim  of  unotiier'a  will,  forever  subject  to 
the  triple  baodege<rf  the  men,  the  pvtoit,  and  flie  tow  t  Howean  ahetolenleearaoeiil 
customs,  by  which  womankind  la  stripped  of  all  tme  virtue,  dignity,  and  nobility?  Row 
can  she  endure  our  preseat  marriafte  relations,  by  which  woman's  Ufe,  health,  and  bap- 
plneae  are  held  ao  ctheap,  that  ahe  henelf  fNto  that  Ood  has  glTen  her  no  ehaiter  of 
rights,  no  individuality  of  her  own.  I  answer,  she  patiently  heart  all  this  because  in  her 
bliudnees  she  sees  no  way  of  escape.  Her  l>0Ddagc,  though  it  differs  from  that  of  the 
negro  slave,  frets  aud  chafes  her  Ju!rt  the  same.  She  too  sighs  and  groans  in  her  chains ; 
and  Uvea  hut  fai  the  hope  of  better  thiagw  to  come.  8ba  looka  to  heeven ;  whflet  the 
more  phllosophicBl  slavt'  sets  out  for  Cannda.  I>et  It  be  the  object  of  this  Convention  to 
6how  thut  there  is  hope  for  woman  this  side  of  heaven,  and  that  then)  is  a  work  for  her 
to  do  before  she  leavea  fur  the  eeleattol  elty. 

Marriage  Is  a  divine  Institution,  Iiitr nilfd  by  flod  fi)r  fhe  greater  freedom  and  ha4^plness 
of  both  parties — w hatever  therefore  conflicts  witii  woman's  happiness  is  not  legitimate 
to  that  relatfOB,  Woman  has  yet  to  leant  that  she  has  a  right  to  be  happy  in  and  of  her- 
self ;  that  she  has  a  right  to  the  free  use,  improvement,  and  development  of  all  her  fsenlttes, 
f<)r  lier  own  benefit  and  pleasure.  The  woman  is  greater  than  the  wife  or  the  mother; 
and  in  consenting  to  take  upon  herself  these  relations,  she  should  never  sacrifice  one  iota 
of  her  taidlvldiiaittjr  to  anj  seneeleaa  eonmntlonaUanM,  or  fdse  eodee  of  fmtatee  ddleaey 
and  refinement. 

Marriage,  as  we  now  have  it,  is  opposed  to  all  Qod'e  laws.  It  is  by  no  means  an  equal 
paitnershlp.  Hie  allent  partner  loeee  everything.  Ob  13b»  domestle  slim,  the  existeoce 
of  a  seoottdperMm  to  not  reoognixed  by  even  the  ordhMi7al)brevintion,  Co.  There  is 
the  establishment  of  John  Jones.  Perhapit  bis  partner  supplies  all  the  cenli  and  the 
senses— but  no  one  l^nows  who  she  is  or  whence  she  came.  If  John  is  a  luminoas  tK>dy, 
she  ahlnee  In  hto  refleetton ;  If  not,  ahe  hides  heraOifln  hb  ahadow.  Bat  shetonameieea, 
for  a  woman  ha»  no  name  I  She  is  Mrs  John  or  James,  Peter  or  Paul,  Jnst  a*  she 
changes  masters ;  like  the  Southern  slave,  she  takes  the  name  of  her  owner.  Maajr 
people  consider  ttito  a  very  email  natter;  hot  H  to  the  symbol  of  the  meet  onrsed 
monopoly  on  this  footafool  ;  a  mouopoly  liy  man  of  all  the  rights,  the  life,  the  liberty, 
and  happiness  of  one-half  of  the  human  family— all  womankind.  For  wbut  man  can 
honestly  deny  thst  he  haa  not  a  aeeret  feeling  that  where  his  pleasure  and  woman's  seems 
to  eonfliet,  the  woman  must  be  sacrificed  ;  and  what  l»  worse,  woman  henelt haa  OOHM  to 
think  so  too.  She  believes  that  all  she  t&ite^  of  joy  in  life  is  from  the  generosity  and 
benevolence  of  man  ;  and  the  bitter  cup  of  sorrow,  which  ahe  too  often  drinks  to  the  veiy 
drofs,  to  of  theffoodprovldeBee  of  QM,  een«  19  a  kind  hand  for  her  improvement  and 
devdopmcnt.  This  sentiment  pervncles  the  laws,  customs,  and  reHclons  nf  all  countrio^t, 
both  Christian  and  heathen.  Is  It  any  wonder,  then,  that  woman  regards  herself  as  a 
inen>inB«shtne,atoollbrinon*ap1eaavrer  Veifly toahenbopaleaa  vtothaof  hU  morMdly 
ddveioped  pasalooa.  But,  thaok  Ood,  die  anffefa  not  akme  I  Man  too  paya  fha  peoallif 
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of  bU  ctlmos  in  hto  enfeebled  mind,  dwMfBd  Imdy,  ud  Am  AocUnig  monttrodttea  of  US 
defonned  and  crippled  offspring. 

Call  jonnelTes  CbrUiUaD  women,  you  wbo  ttcrlfloe  tU  tliat  Is  great  and  good  for  an 
ignoble  paaee,  «1M  hetraj flie  iMMt  intofvali ef  the  nea fw  Uwara 
noMcr  fnr  to  gt>  and  throw  yonr»elve«  Into  the  Oang^*  than  to  cur»e  the  enrth  with  a 
miaierable  progeny,  concetved  In  dlagnat  and  broogbt  fortb  in  agony.  Wbal  mean  these 
•sytama  dl  over  the  land  Dor  the  deaf  and  dmnb,  flie  malm  and  Utaid,  ttm  MHot  and  the 
raving  maniac  f  What  all  these  adTCrtif>iement<(  in  onr  public  prtDts,  these  family  goldes, 
tbe«e  fpmole  mpdiclncs,  these  Madame  RestcUs?  Do  not  all  these  thlners  «how  to  what 
a  depU)  of  degnidatlou  the  women  of  this  Bepublic  hare  fallen,  how  false  Uiey  have  been 
to  fhe  taoty  faiallBcts  of  their  aaitm,  to  ttao  aaetad  fmat  gifen  than  by  Qod  aa  fbe 
OOtbers  of  the  race?  Let  Chrtstlans  nnd  moralists  psnse  in  thdr  efforts  at  reform,  and 
let  iome  scholar  teadi  them  how  to  apply  the  laws  of  science  to  human  Ufe.  Let  ns  bat 
naeaamnebeare  and  fcratiiongbt  In  prodndnglha  tUfjat&A  oideroC  Jufeemganoa^wwo 
do  In  mitring  a  cabb&crc  or  a  calf,  and  In  a  fair  (Hwratlooa  WO  shsll  an  abnndant 
harvest  of  giants,  scholars,  and  Cbrietians. 

The  first  step  hi  this  improrement  is  the  eleraHoa  of  woman.  Bhe  is  the  protector  of 
national  vbrtna;  tho  il^tflil  lawgiver  in  all  onr  moat  aaered  relatloaa. 

Tom  tnily,  Susanra  Gabt  SrAinoir. 

Lnrnn  raoM  N.  H*  Whruiow 

Mabsbttku),  Mass.,  BepUnJberVi^  1866. 

Dear  Fbikjtd  : — 1  do  not  see  that  I  can  do  much  to  aid  you  In  your  effort  for  self- 
emancipation  from  the  Injostlce  your  sez  encounters  In  the  present  social  and  political 
anaagements  of  the  world.  You  know  the  old  maxim,  "The  goda  help  them  wlio  help 
tbemflelves."  This  !<>  trne  of  all  times  and  circumetances.  The  two  Inevitable  conditions 
that  are  found  in,  and  are  essential  to  all  bondage,  are  the  spirit  of  oppression,  the  desire 
to  ezerdse  onlawtal  dominion  on  the  one  side,  and  Ignoranoe,  senrOIty,  the  wflH&gness, 
if  not  the  de«tre  to  be  enslaTod  on  tbft  Other.  The  abionee  of  either  la  flrtal  to  flie  ezbt* 
ence  of  the  thing  itself. 

I  sppreheod  tho  prhielpal  thing  yon  want  fton  oar  mnr,  as  n  prdfminary  to  yoor 
growth  and  equal  position  in  the  great  struggle  of  lifi^-,  !«  what  Diogenes  wanted  of 
Alexander,  viz.,  ttiat  we  phall  "  ffft  out  of  yonr  pnnshine."  In  other  words,  that  we 
ahall  remove  the  obstacles  we  have  placed  in  your  way.  To  this  end,  poUlically,  all  laws 
wUeb  diaertmlnate  between  man  and  woman,  to  the  Injnry  of  the  latter,  ahonid  it  oneo 
bo  blotted  out.  Women  should  hnvf*  an  pqn  il  rnlro  In  the  crcMfion  und  adnifnlPtrntion 
of  that  goremment  tn  which  they  arc  subject.  This  will  be  a  fair  start  in  that  direction. 
Tbe  dnt  thing  to  Im  done,  aoeially,  is  to  so  regolate  and  arnuvie  the  Indnatrial  maehlnery 
that  women  shall  have  an  equal  chance  to  labor  in  all  the  departments,  and  thnt  tbe 
same  work  shall  receive  the  same  pay  whether  done  by  man  or  woman.  This  will  do 
much  to  clear  tbe  track,  so  that  all  can  have  a  fair  chance.  This  is  all  you  ask,  as  I  take 
it.  Thta  you  ahoidd  have  Joatlce  demands  It.  .... 

But,  save  In  the  removal  of  the  outward  forms  of  society,  which  now  environ  nnd 
hedge  up  your  way,  the  sictive  work  in  all  tJbis  change  in  the  most  important  human 
relatlona  most  be  done  1»7  yonnelvea.  '*Tb«y  wlio  woold  be  free,  themaelvea  mnat 
strike  the  Mow.*'  What  woman  capable  of  we  ahaD  nevor  know  imtH  the  baa  a  Mr 
chance  in  tbe  wide  arena  of  universal  human  life. 

It  tha  love  ^  Ikivoilll^  and  ahow  and  <tf  empty  admbatton,  wblcb  now  ao  generaUr 
obtaJnaf  la  an  lAainelarlstic  in  the  female  aas,  legislation  can  not  help  you. 

Encouragement,  sympathy,  can  not  help  you.  It  is  of  no  use  to  f^jcht  against  the  eternal 
laws.  But  if  this  be  only  a  perversion  or  misdirection  of  uoble  aud  lovely  powers  and 
facnltiee,  tbe  reeoH  of  accidental  ctoemnatanoea  and  vidona  InatttntJona,  aa  I  brieve,  then, 
when  the  outwird  pressure  Is  removed,  tbe  elastic  spring  of  the  gennlne  hnman  «plrlt, 
encased  in  the  form  of  woman,  shall  return ;  the  great  corse  of  civil  and  domestic  strife 
•hallcaaae;  the  trne maitl^ of  fhe mde and fMnale heart ean  tiien  tako  piaee,  beeenao 
that  perfect  eqnalfty,  nnder  which  alone  It  can  exist,  will  be  recognized  and  established. 

Yon  are  oogagad  in  a  great  wo^  May  fon  have  Xatth  and  resolntkm  to  contlane  to 
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tbc  end.  It  Is  a  long  waj  before  you.  Man  Is  n  plant  of  slow  p-owlh.  HU  oducntfon 
and  development  are  the  woiii  of  ages.  It  Is  onlj  bj  a  landmark  extending  far  back  into 
the  dim  and  ratoty  pwt  we  een  treee  hie  upward  path. 

But  thouKli  the  race  grows  so  ?^>w,  and  the  forward  wave  Is  so  often  pre^-i-ed  backward 
by  the  prevailing  correnta  of  ignorance,  euperstitiun,  and  oppression,  still,  it  is  cheering 
to  know  that  no  trne  word  wai  ever  spoken,  or  ^Sod  deed  efer  done,  tmt  It  east  eome 
rs>'«  of  light  into  tbe  Burroundtng  darkness,  while  it  gave  strength  and  vigor  tu  the  spirit 
that  »ent  it  forth.  That  is  a  prand  truth  whose  utterance  Is  attributed  to  Jpsuii,  "It  is 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  By  that  gift  we  may  relieve  tbe  want  of  others, 
hot  we  gain  ffw  more  to  oondvee  by  creating  fronthadHMW  of  human  ertna  and  mtaeiy 

a  beautiful  and  i^tulHkc  lu-r.  That  art  vrroogbtlntOtiM  flhOIB  Of  OOT  OWn  tndMdoal 
life,  and  we  are  nobler,  better,  happier  than  befotei. 

80  jon,  In  the  thankless  task  before  yon,  subject  to  ribdd  Jest,  to  the  eold,  beaiHees 
eucer,  to  ot>]oquy  and  abnse  of  all  sorts  from  our  and  even  your  sex,  who  are  most 
iintnediatelj  to  be  benefited  by  j'our  labors,  will  have  this  great  trnth  to  console  and 
stimulate  you,  that  in  eveiy  step  of  this  grand  procession  in  which  you  are  marching,  you 
^rUl  gather  ildi  and  anbataaitlBl  food  for  ttie  aostcnance  and  growth  of  your  own  nental 
and  monl  natnraa.  tralj  jooia,  M.  H.  WamTO. 


To  the  S  ,mih  yatUmal  WW«»l  JUghU  ConventUm :         ^"^  .Vot^n*^  25,  1956. 

Tbe  central  claim  for  Woman  U  her  right  to  be,  and  to  do,  as  well  as  to  suffer.  Allow 
her  ererywhere  to  rapfaaent  heiadf  and  her  own  Interesta. 

Cu^t<  in  itnd  law  both  deny  her  this  ri^ht.  If  she  Is  too  cowardly  to  contend  with 
cusloiu,  and  to  overcome  It,  let  her  remain  its  slave.  But  the  law  haa  bound  her  hand 
and  foot.  Here  she  can  not  act.  The  law -makers  have  forged  her  chains  and  riveted 
them  upon  her.  They  alone  can  take  them  off.  Shall  we  not,  then,  at  once  demand  of 
thfm— (h  rniuid  of  pvery  Boverelffn  State  in  the  Union— the  tdertire  franchi*e  f<ir  woman? 
With  thie  frunciiisc  she  can  make  fur  herself  a  civil  and  political  equality  with  man. 
Wltbont  It  she  la  ntterty  withont  power  to  protaei  kandf.  She  doea  not  need  to  be  pro> 

tected  like  a  child.    She  doen  need  fktodom  tO  OBO  flM  pOWSn  Ot  self-protectton  with 

which  her  own  nature  is  endowed. 

Each  of  the  sevenil  Stati>s  bas  its  specific  laws— atatotea  and  constitution— vatyfqg  In 
details,  but  all  more  or  len  unjnst  to  her  as  wife,  mother,  property-holder;  in  shorty 
unjust  to  lior  in  all  her  relations  as  citizen.  Every  State  denies  to  her  the  right  to  rapre> 
sent  herself  puUUcally.  Once  ^ve  her  this,  and  she  can  take  all  the  rest. 

Would  It  not  be  wholly  appropriate,  then,  ftir  thie  National  Convention  to  demand  the 
right  of  Buffnige  for  her  from  the  Lo;rIslature  of  each  State  In  tlie  Nation  •  U'e  can  n<it 
jietiUon  tbe  General  Government  on  this  polutk  Allow  me,  therefore,  respectfully  to 
euggedt  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  committee,  whldi  shall  ba  tnttmeled  to  prepan  a 
memorial  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  each  legislative  bod|y ;  and  danandlng  of  each. 
In  the  name  of  this  Convention,  the  elective  fnuichise  for  woman. 

Such  a  memorial,  presented  to  tbe  several  States  during  the  coming  winter,  could  not 
fill  of  doing  good.  It  woold  be  pfanslng  homo  this  grsait  iinaetlon  npoo  all  the  powora 

thnt  be  in  the  whole  nation  ;  and,  with  comparatively  little  effort,  would,  at  lf:i?(t,  cn  ntc 
a  healthful  agitation.  Who  shall  say  that  the  just  men  of  some  St«te  will  not  even  accord 
toaathaftanehlse  wedalmt  With  this  Unt  to  ttie  wise,  I  remain,  aaarar. 

Tows,  for  equal  bnnaa  ilghta,       Avtoimittb  L.  Baovrv  Blacswbx. 

Mr.  ilATTKU^B  moved  that  a  Committee  be  at  once  appointed  to  draft  such  a  memorial, 
which  was  adopted. 

Wenuei.l  Puii.Mi*^?  rose  to  ofler  as  an  amendment,  that  a  recomfiit'nilntlon  go  forth 
from  this  Convention  to  tbe  women  of  each  State,  to  tuangurate  their  presentation  of  the 
tnbleet  to  their  semal  LegMatorea. 

Tbumaa  Wentwortb  Iligginson  proposed  that  the  friend:*  of  Woraun  Suffra>je  should 
publish  an  almanac  each  year  gi>1og  the  advance  steps  In  their  movement.  He  issued 
one  for  1858,  from  which  we  dip  the  following : 


I 
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THE  WOMAN'S  RTOHTS  ALMANAC. 
The  IIistort  of  Woman  in  Tukke  PicrrRBB. 

I.  Hindoo  Laws.  20t)0  b.  c— "  A  man,  both  day  and  nij^bt,  must  keep  his  wifp  so 
much  in  sabjectioo,  thai  sbo  by  no  means  be  mistress  of  her  own  actions.  If  the  wife 
IMIV9  her  own  frw>wlU,  notwIfhtUndiiiK  die  be  ctf  ft  rapetlor  cute,  she  wm  behave 
amtaa." 

**The  Creator  formed  woman  forthi*  porpoae,  that  man  might  have  sexual  intercourse 
wKb  her,  and  fhat  diOdrao  mlglit  he  bora  ftom  titenoe.** 

"  A  woman  shall  neTer  go  out  of  the  hoose  withont  the  consent  of  her  hiubeiid  .  .  .  • 
and  shall  act  according  to  the  orders  of  her  htisbnnd,  and  shall  pay  a  proper  respect  to 
the  Deity,  her  husband's  father,  the  spiritual  guide,  and  the  guests ;  and  shall  not  eat 
onto  she  has  aerred  fhem  wtfh  ▼ielneb  (If  Ilia  phyelc,  she  may  take  Ubelionthey  eat) ; 
e  women  alfo  shall  never  go  to  a  stranger's  honsei  end  shsQ  not  stand  at  the  door,  and 
nrast  never  look  out  of  a  window." 

**  If  a  woman,  following  her  own  incliuatlous,  goes  whithersoever  she  choose,  and  does 
not  regard  ttie  words  of  her  master,  snoh  a  woman  ahall  be  tamed  away." 

"  If  a  man  goes  on  a  Journey,  his  wife  shall  not  divert  herself  by  play,  nor  shall  see 
any  public  show,  uor  shall  laugh,  nor  shall  drees  herself  with  Jewels  and  fine  clothes,  uor 
shall  see  dancing,  nor  hear  moslc,  nor  shall  sit  fo  the  window,  nor  shall  ride  out,  nor 
shell  behold  anytUnff  dioiee  or  rare,  but  shall  fasten  wen  the  house-door  and  ramain 
private  ;  and  shall  not  eat  any  dainty  \ictuali»,  and  shall  not  view  herself  in  a  mirror ;  she 
shall  never  exercise  herself  in  any  such  agreeable  employment  during  the  atweoce  of  her 
bnaband.** 

"It  ia  proper  for  evwy  woman,  after  her  hnsband'e  death,  to  bom  benelf  In  theflrs 

with  his  oorpiif  ." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  following  laws  scarcely  vary  at  all,  in  printApU^  from  the  pre- 
ceding: 

II.  Axqlo-Saxon  Laws.  1848.—''  By  marriage,  the  husband  and  wife  arc  one  person 
hi  law;  that  la,  tts  nry  htlmq  or  mMnm  nf  Ills  womm  to  muftrnML  dmrtmg  tkt  m/mniadt^  or 

at  least  is  Incorporated  and  conflolldated  into  that  of  the  husband,  urulcr  whose  wing, 
protection,  and  covtrt  she  performs  everytiiing;  and  is,  therefore,  called  in  our  Law- 
French  a  feiM-cowtirL,  is  said  to  be  covert-hcanm^  or  under  the  protection  and  iuiluencu  of 
her  hnsband,  her  baron,  or  lord ;  and  her  condition  dnifng  her  marriage  la  called  her 
covrriure.  Upon  thl«  principle,  of  an  union  of  person  in  husband  and  wife,  dt-prnd 
almost  all  the  legal  rights,  duties,  and  disabilities  that  either  of  them  acquire  by  the 
marriage."— 1  JfadMoiw  Obm.,  8B6. 

"The  hu-'brtHd  also,  by  the  old  law,  might  give  his  wife  moderate  correction.  For,  as 
he  is  to  answer  for  her  misbehavior,  the  law  thought  it  reasonable  to  intrust  him  with 
this  power  of  reatndnhig  her  by  domestlo  ohasttsenunt,  In  the  same  moderation  that  a 
man  Is  iillowcd  to  correct  his  apprentices  or  children.  But  this  power  of  correction  wa« 
cuntiued  within  reasonable  bounds,  and  the  husband  was  prohibited  from  using  any  vio- 
lence to  his  wife,  oMCar  9iMD»  efram,  sveoiMa  rtyirufcUs  at  eoiftpalfoNliMgorlisiMa  ftplKs 
«( roMonaaililsr  parMnit  (except  as  lawfully  and  reasonably  belongs  to  a  husbflnd^  ftirthe 
sake  of  governing  and  disciplining  his  wife).  The  civil  law  gave  the  husband  the  same, 
or  a  larger  authority  over  his  wife,  allowing  him,  for  some  misdemeanors,  fiagtUii  el  Pu*' 
Mtet  cflHitr  nrftww  toeoram  (to  beat  his  wife  severeiy  witti  wblpo  and  endgels) ;  for 
Otlmeonly  moeficam  ecutigtUivnem  adhibere  (to  admftilHtor  moderate  chastisement).  But 
with  us,  In  the  politer  reign  of  Charles  XL,  this  power  of  correction  began  to  be  doulited, 
and  a  wife  may  now  have  security  of  peace  against  the  husband,  or,  in  return,  a  husband 
agatnsihiswifs.  Tet  the  lower  rank  of  pe<^,  who  were  alwagpe  food  <rf  the  old  com- 
mon law,  still  claim  and  exact  their  an:  lent  privilege,  and  the  courts  of  law  will  still 
permit  a  husband  to  restrain  a  wife  of  her  liberty  in  case  of  any  gross  misbehavior."— 
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*'  The  legAl  ollecU  of  marriage  are  generallj  deducible  from  the  principle  of  the  common 
ItirbywIilditliebiialMBdaiidwlfeaMrefarM  mom  p«noB,Mid  Imt legal  mtelno 
and  anthority  arc  In  a  degree  Io«t  or  Rnepcnded  dvifag  tlw  WlUnnaiiTO  Of  flw  IIMMiho> 
UW  nntoo.*'->  2  Kent's  Comm.  om  Am.  Law^  120. 

"  Even  now,  in  countries  of  the  mot't.  pollehfd  habits,  a  coaslderable  latitude  Is  allowed 
to  maritAl  oowcIod.  In  Bo^and  the  hoaband  baa  tho  right  of  Impoaiog  tuck  corpor«l 
rMtrakOt^Jk  may  deem  mm$arg,  for  securing  to  taftntelf  tiM  ftdfllliiMmt of  tiie olilixar 

tions  Impotifl  on  the  wife  hj  Tirtue  of  the  marring e  contract   He  may,  in  the  pleaitodo 

of  fiitJ  power,  adopt  every  art  of  physfcal  eoert  ion  which  does  not  endnncrer  the  life  or 
health  of  the  wife,  or  render  cohabltatiou  uu«a£e." — Biiertdorff'i  Abridgement,  note 

"  The  husband  bath,  by  law,  pow^r  and  dominion  over  bin  wife,  and  mny  k^^p  her  by 
force  within  ihe  bowuti  q/  duty,  and  may  beat  her,  but  not  in  a  violent  or  cruel  manner." 

"  17^  wife  i»  only  Ihe  tervatU  <tf'  her  huiband."—Jiaron  AUmoH  (  Whmrton'9  Lam  rdatbif 
to  IIW  WomtH  if  England,  p.  MB. 

"  It  is  probably  not  generally  known,  that  whenever  a  woman  has  accepted  an  ofTer  of 
menlsge,  all  she  has,  or  expects  to  bav«,  becomes  virtoally  Ihe  yroportj  of  the  man  th«s 

accepted  as  a  husband  ;  and  no  crfft  or  deed  pxprnttnl  by  her  between  the  period  of  ac- 
ceptance and  the  marriage  U  held  to  be  valid ;  tor  were  she  permitted  to  give  awigr  or 
oOianriM  wtilo  ber  property,  bo  might  be  dlaappointod  in  milfli  bo  lookoi  to  to 
naldiif  Am  ofltor.**— Jfefw,  Lam^  Btuibtmdmd       BttokL,  «A.aM. 

**  A  lady  whose  husband  hod  been  unsucceesftil  in  busincas,  establiahed  herself  as  a 
milliner  In  Mandnater.  After  some  years  of  tod,  she  realised  sufflcicnt  for  the  family  to 
live  upon  comfortably,  tho  hufcbund  having  done  nothinjf  meanwhile.  They  lived  for  a 
time  in  easy  circumstances,  after  she  gave  up  busincas,  and  then  the  husband  died, 
ftMottiiVallMtift^SMrRliVa  toAtoOMiOviilMteell^^  At  the  ago  of  aliliHwoi, 
she  WU8  compelled,  itt  order  to  gain  her  bread,  to  leton  to  bnalneee."— WiMftwImlw  Jb> 
fine,  Od.,  18M. 

Mr.  JrsTiCB  CoLERTnoE's  jriKiifKNT  *'  in  re  Cochrane."— The  foots  were  briefly  th(»>c. 
A  writ  of  htAeai  corpus  bad  been  granted  to  the  wife,  who,  having  been  brought  into  the 
power  of  the  hvaband  bystntegem,  bad  since  that  time  been  kept  In  eondnement  bj 
him.  By  tho  return  to  the  writ,  it  app  '^rfd  ttmt  the  parties  bad  lived  together  for 
about  throe  yearn  after  their  marriage  on  terms  of  apparent  affection,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren ;  that  In  May,  1836,  llfra.  Ooehmoe  withdrew  hendf  and  offlspring  from  his  honee 
and  protection,  and  had  resided  away  from  him  against  his  will,  for  nearly  four  yeara. 
While  absent  from  her  hnpb.ind,  Mr«  Cochrane  had  always  resided  with  her  mother, 
nor  was  tliere  the  slightest  imputation  on  her  honor.  In  ordering  her  to  be  restored  to 
ber  bnabend,  the  learned  Jodgia,  after  atetlng  the  qneetkm  to  be  wbettaerby  Che  coanon 

^:l^v.  thf  bupbnnd,  In  order  to  jireyent  his  wife  from  eloplne',  his  n  ry;ht  tn  mnjfnr  hn-  in. 
Am  oim  iljcfUing-hoxise,  and  rettrain  her  from  liberty  for  an  ind^nite  time,  using  no  cmel^ 
nor  imposing  any  hardship  or  qaoeceiaaiy  reatralnt  on  hla  part,  and  oc  ben  there  being 
no  reason  from  her  past  conduct  to  appreheDd  that  she  will  avull  herself  of  her  absence 
from  his  control  to  injure  either  his  honor  or  his  property,  stated,  "  Thnt  there  ewild  bt 
no  doubt  qf  the  general  domUtion  which  the  law  of  £ngUmd  attrHnUea  to  the  htuband  over  the 
«(^»-8  ItoiBlbv**  P.  a  m   ^MOltd  ill  WmbitliMttr  Mmi»  OM.,  ISM. 

III.  SiOMS  or  THB  TucBs.  1857.— It  is  obvious  that  the  English  common  law,  ad 
above  atoted,  la  acaroely  a  etep  beyond  batbariam.  Tet  ttila  law  remataMd  almoet  inal- 
tered  in  the  United  Slates.  ()«  respects  woman,  till  the  year  184S— the  yenr  of  the  Orst 
local  Woman's  BIgbts  Convention,  the  first  National  one  being  held  in  1850.  Since  then 
every  year  baa  brought  improvementa,  and  e?ea  thoee  who  denomiee  the  Woann't 
Righta  MovenMuti  admit  the  Talne  of  tbeae  Ita  raanlta. 
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There  is  Dear  Trentoo,  aaj*  Tht  ^'ewtrk  Admertiacr,  a  woman  wboU  a  sklllfal  mechanic. 
8he1iMiiifld«teiiTl^(«,«naeaiiiiMlnti4oIlBor  agun.  Sbe  b  onty  96  yem  old. 

TUi  to  told  as  though  it  wero  sooMiUllg  wonderful  for  a  woman  to  have  nieohauleal 
genius  ;  when  the  f«ct  is,  that  there  are  thonaands  all  over  the  country  who  would  make 
as  good  mechanics  and  handle  tools  with  as  much  sUU  and  dexterity  as  men,  if  th^ 
wweotdydloved  to  oHlwiMidlM  their  tagn^  A  ghrPe  haiidi  end 

head  are  formed  very  much  like  those  of  a  boy,  and  If  put  to  a  trade  at  the  age  when 
boys  are  oeiiany  apprenticed,  she  will  master  her  boaioeee  quite  ae  tooo  as  the  boy— be 
flie  trade  wlwt  It  may. 

8iu  ov  A  Whs  at  WoBOwn,  ImLim.— Oiieoiftlieielmaocdaiidin«gdtni» 

actions  was  recently  completed  at  Worcester.  The  aia^ement  between  the  felloW  who 
■old  and  the  fellow  who  boui^ht  Is  tflveu  In  The  Wuree^er  ChronieU: 

"  Thomas  Middleion  delivered  up  his  wife,  Mary  Middloton,  to  Phillip  Boathia,  tud 
aold  ber  for  one  abillliig  and  a  quart  of  de,  and  ported  wboi^  end  eoldy  for  life,  not 
trouble  one  another  for  life.  Wltnens,  Signed  Thoraafl  M  Mlddletnn.  WUnes*,  Mary 
Mlddleton,  hia  wife.  Witness,  PhilUp  H  Boetios.  Witness,  8.  H.  Stone,  Grown  Inn, 
Mer  Street** 

YmnkiM  In?— "  Man,  having  excluded  woman  from  aD  opportanlty  of  moehan- 

Iccl  edncntlon,  tarns  and  rcpronches  ber  with  having  Invented  rothlnp.  Bxit  one  remark- 
able fact  is  overlooked.  Society  limits  woman'a  sphere  to  the  needle,  the  spindle,  and 
the  basket;  and  tradition  reporU  that  abe  hem^fimmM  aU  ttm.  If  she  has  Invented 
her  Uiois  u«  fast  as  sbebas  fotmd  opportonfty  to  nw  them,  een  mora  be  eakedt*'— 7.  W, 

Jligginton. 

In  the  ancient  Hindoo  dramas,  wives  do  not  speak  the  same  language  with  their 
butbande,  bnt  employ  tho  dialeet  of  dnves. 

A  eomepondent  of  Snis  Condon  SfMefator  tnggetts *'  Tba  employment  of  women  ee 

eUrk4  at  railway  utatiom  would  not  be  an  unprecedented  innovation ;  they  not  unfra> 
queutly  fill  thatpoAition  abroad  ;  and  I  can  recall  ut  lea?t  one  hi'^tiiiief,  when,  at  a  prin- 
cipal station  in  France,  a  female  clerk  displayed  uiidcr  didicuU  circumstaucea  an  amount 
of  seal  and  Intelllgeneo  which  showed  ber  to  be  admirably  enltad  to  her  offloe— 'the 
i%lit  issMM  la  tbe  ilKbt  piece.*  ** 

Tbe  word  connge  la,  In  ttie  Spenfab  and  Fortogneae  laaguegea,  a/kmlniM  noon. 

Upwards  of  tfu  thousand  females  in  New  York,  fnrty  tlinii«iin(l  In  Paris,  and  eighty 
thousand  in  lA)ndou,  arc  said,  by  statisticians,  to  regularly  earn  a  daily  living  by  Immoral 
practloca.  And  yet  all  tbeae  are  Chrlatlaa  cftiea  I 

A  widow  lady  of  Buy,  Mary  Chapman,  wbo  would  appear  to  bare  been  e  waillkn 

dame,  making  her  will  in  1649,  leaves  to  one  of  her  sons,  among  other  things,  "  also  my 
miiskett,  rest»  bandUeets,  aword,  and  beadpleoe,  my  Jaoke,  a  fine  paire  of  abeeta,  and  a 

butche." 

Addison,  in  The  Spedator^  refers  to  a  French  author,  who  mentions  that  tbe  ladles  of 
tbe  eonrfc  of  Franoe^  In  bla  time,  tbongbt  It  Ul'breedlng  and  a  kind  of  female  pedantry,  to 
pronoonee  a  hard  word  rlqht,  for  wldrh  reai^on  they  took  frequent  occnsinn  to  use  hard 
words,  tbat  they  might  ebow  a  politeness  in  murdering  them.  The  author  further  adda, 
that  a  lady  of  some  quality  at  eonrt,  having  accidentally  made  aae  of  a  bard  word  la  a 
proper  place,  end  pronouneed  It  ilgbt»  tbe  wbole  aaaemUy  waa  oat  of  coantenaaee  Ibr 
ber. 

pBwrNO  IN  Nfav  ToiiK. — "I  am  Informt-d  from  one  source,  tbat  based  on  a  calculation 
some  two  years  ago,  Uie  number  of  those  wbo  live  by  sewing  in  New  Tork  exceeds 
ftfleea  thoneaad.  Another,  who  baa  (rood  meaaa  of  tnformatlon,  tells  me  there  are  forty 

thonsand  eaminc:  Aft'^fn  shillings  ($1.87*)  per  week,  and  pavlner  twelve  shillings 
for  board,  making  shirts  at  four  cents."— ^7.  IT.  Chapin,  "  Jloral  Anpfctt  of  City  L\fe.''^ 

The  first  "  pil^m  '*  who  stepped  ashore  on  Plymouth  Bock  is  said,  by  tradittoo,  to 
bare  been  a  young  girl,  named  Maiy  OhQton. 
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ThM8L,UmiiBBtfHi»amvBmSSa^  about  fin  tteamcr  miBote 

Belle,  of  peculiar  •attrartivPTipsR— a  laly  clerk.  '♦Look  at  her  bills  of  lading,  and 
'  Mary  J.  PatterHon,  clerk,'  will  t>e  seen  traced  ia  a  delicate  and  very  neat  style  of  chirog- 
rapby.  A  Udy  deik  OB  a  W«tteni  itooiacr  (  R  qpcakt  fttroogly  of  our  moral  piogreaa." 

Oeonio  Borrow,  In IdKaliiipdMriMmtiTe,  "The  Romtt7Bfe.**atateoClwttkeMleof  a 

wifp,  with  a  halter  roand  her  neck,  is  still  a  leiral  transaction  In  England.  It  man  be 
done  in  the  cattle-market,  as  If  ahe  wer«  a  mare,  "all  womeo  belog  conaldered  aa  mare* 
by  old  English  law,  and  WUMi  —ffitf  mam  fa  ewiaiis  tsmMn  wftww  j/mwuM  Bn^tiA  fa 
WiKprvMnwi.** 

Tkj^timonial  to  Mt-j'!  MiTCHBt,!,.— Tlie  fame  of  our  talented  counUywonum,  Mias 
Maria  Mitchell,  of  Nantucket,  baa  spread  far  and  wide  amoDff  astronomere,  and  is  cher- 
lahed  with  pride  by  all  Americans.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  ft  is  proposed  to  present 
her  a  teatlmoillal  which  will  >>«  at  once  an  appropriate  tribute  to  her  talents,  and  an  aid 
to  tlie  future  pro«ecuti(H)  of  her  astronomical  rpsoarch-  s.  An  obsen'atory  on  Nantucket 
IsJduU  U.  for  sale  on  veiy  favorable  terms,  and  a  plan  is  on  foot  for  Its  purchase,  to  be 
presented  to  her.  The  eom  needed  Is  IS,(MNI,  of  whloh  more  than  e  third  hse  been  nised 
by  ladles  in  Plilliidelphla  and  its  neighborhood. 

Miss  Mitchell  is  now  in  Europe,  Tisitiug  the  principal  ob:«ervatoriea  and  astrooomers 
there,  and  H  Is  hoped  that  she  wHl  soon  be  gratefully  surprised  by  learning  that  the  very 
tmperfec*  means  hitherto  at  her  disposal  in  pursuing  her  favorite  bcicnce  are  to  be 
replaced  on  her  return  by  a  coUecticm  of  instrument*  whli-h  she  will  be  tl»^IIcJit4'<l  to 
possess.  Dra.  Bond,  of  Harvard  College  Observatory,  and  Hall,  of  ProviUeuce,  have 
interested  themselTes  In  seeming  this  ohjeet,  and  ezprass  strongly  their  oplnkm  that 
valuable- res  Til  t:^  to  science  can  not  fall  to  be  realized  by  furnishing  so  skillful  and  diligent 
an  observer  as  Miss  Bfltchell  the  proposed  aids  to  her  researches.  Dr.  Bond  expresses 
the  ooBvidion  that  Nantoeket  enjoys  q»scfad  advantsges  aa  aa  aatrooomleal  site,  on 
aoeonnt  of  Its  eompaiatlve  szemptlon  from  thermooMtrical  disturbances  of  the  atmos- 
phere. 

We  hope  this  worthy  tribute  to  our  countiy woman's  scientilic  merit  will  not  fail  to  be 
peUL  lUsa  lIlteheU*sfrisnda  have  the  refnaal  of  the  obeerratoiy  only  tOia^ilenber  1st, 

and  several  other  purchasers  are  ready  to  take  it  at  once.  Dr.  Gen.  Clidnt**,  of  Salem,  has 
consented  to  receive  the  pledgen  of  such  as  desire  to  be  enrolled  among  the  sabscribets 
to  the  ftand,  among  whose  namee  sre  already  the  bonond  ones  of  Bdwsxd  STarettk  J.  I. 

Bowdltcb,  John  C.  Brown,  of  Providence,  and  F.  Peabodyi  Of  8lll«m,  be«ldfla  OttMT 

munificent  patn)n8  of  science. — Journal  of  C*-nnnvrrf. 

Lbabh  to  Swof.— When  the  steamer  Alida  was  sioklog  from  her  collision  with  the 
Vaahlon,  a  Kentucky  girl  of  eevenleen  was  standing  on  tiie  goeid,  looMnfr  vpon  the  eon- 
fusion  of  the  passengers,  and  occasion allv  lumliig  and  looking  anxionsly  toward  the 
Jiore.  A  gallant  young  man  stepped  up  to  her  and  offered  to  convey  her  safely  to 
shore.  "Thank  you,"  replied  the  lady,  "you  need  not  trouble  yoonelf ;  ^  am  only 
waiting  for  ttie  crowd  to  get  out  of  the  way,  when  I  can  take  care  of  myself."  Soon  the 
crowd  cleared  the  space,  and  the  lady  plunged  Into  the  water,  and  swam  to  the  shun 
with  case,  and  without  any  apparent  fear. 

A  Last  Uousbbksakbb  ik  Fbancb.— In  conaequeooe  of  the  snoeoss  obtained  by 
Madame  babeUe  In  breaking  In  horses  for  the  Bnsatain  army,  the  Fiendi  Minister  of  War 
latflv  autliorizeJ  her  to  proceed  offlclally  before  a  commission,  composed  of  general  and 
superior  officers  of  cavaliy,  with  General  Rcgnault  de  St.  Jean  d'Augely  at  their  head,  to 
a  practica]  demonstration  of  her  method  on  a  oertalo  nnmber  of  young  eavalry  horees. 
After  twenty  days'  training,  the  hort^esi  wen-  prrfrctly  tirokcn  In,  that  the  minister  no 
longer  hesitated  to  enter  Into  an  arrangement  with  .Madame  Isabelle  to  introduce  her 
system  into  all  the  imperial  schools  of  cavalry,  bcglnuiug  with  that  of  8BnBVrd~ 
tfail^MmPs  Matrngtr. 

Since  the  passage  of  what  Is  called  the  Married  Woman's  Act,  in  18i8,  In  Pennsylvania, 
there  have  been  brought,  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thlrty-dve  suits  for  divorce.  A  large  majority  of  Oie  oases  an  broo^jhl  by  the  wtves,  on 
the  ground  of  cmel  treatment  end  desertion. 
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•*  Women  n/.od  all.  nnd  ministers  of  slftff 
Were  at  tbe  doors  of  women  forced  to  wait— 
Wooiai,  wt«o*Te  oft  a>  eorerelgns  graced  tbe  land. 
But  amr  gwranwd  wall  tl  Meeiid*luuid." 

ChwcMU$  aatire$,  A.D.  17G1. 

SENATOR  ANTHONY. 

"  A  Wom^iu's  Hights  Coaveutiou  is  iu  seMioa  iu  New  York.  A  coUecUon  of  womea 
«ilBiilog  for  pomietf  righto,  and  ftv  the  privflflgw  nsiitUj  ooaeed«d  oolj  to  the  other  eez, 
is  one  of  the  easiest  things  In  the  world  to  make  fun  of.  There  Ih  no  end  to  the  Biiiert 
speech^  and  tbe  wUtj  remarkA  tUet  may  bo  made  on  tbe  subject.  But  when  we 
leerloiuly  attempt  to  diow  that  e  woman  who  puya  taxes  ought  not  to  have  a  voice  in  tbe 
asMiMr  1b  which  the  taxes  are  expended,  that  a  woman  whose  property  and  liberty  and 
person  are  controlled  by  the  laws,  should  have  no  voice  in  franiliij^  tho-n*  lnw«,  it  i«  not 
«o  easy.  If  women  are  fit  to  rule  in  mouarcbies,  it  is  difficult  to  say  why  they  are  not 
itaallflod  to  vote  tD  a  republic;  nor  can  there  be gmtar  faidelleaqria  &  woman  golDgnp 
to  the  bdloi-box  than  there  to  In  n  woman  opeolnf  a  kgiatotnre  or  toanUije  ordere  to  an 
«XDy. 

**  We  do  not  say  that  women  ought  to  vote ;  but  we  say  that  it  is  a  great  deal  easier  to 
langh  down  the  Idea  than  to  eigne  it  down.  Moreover*  there  are  a  great  man*  thinge 

licsidcK  voting  thut  are  confined  to  men,  and  thut  women  can  do  quite  as  well,  or  even 
better.  Thore  are  maoj'  employments  which  ought  to  be  opened  to  women,  there  are 
ni<my  ways  in  which  women  can  be  made  to  contribute  more  lurj^ely  to  their  ov/n 
Independenee  and  comfort,  and  to  Ifae  general  good  of  society.  AU  well-directed  plana 
to  this  cud  should  receive  the  support  of  thfnkinff  men.  The  danger  i-<  tha»  conventions 
of  thia  kind  am  apt  to  overlook  tbe  present  and  attainable  good,  in  tbelr  effort*  for 
mralto  whidi  an  of  toaa  eertoln  Talae  and  far  leaa  ptactieable."«-i¥QefdNM»  Jbumd; 

VI8OON8IM  LlOISLATDiat,  UB7. 

Wfaoomnr  Bbpom  tm  xn  SravBim  Qmanoii.— Tbe  fbUowtof  axtrnel  from  the 
report  on  the  extenaton  of  the  rif^t  of  anflkage  In  Wtoeomln,  we  And  In  3%«  Wiwaukm 

free  Democrat: 

"  Perhaps  no  question  ever  submiUed  to  a  community  would  cull  forth  so  much  of  its 
mental  aiHIvtty,  eneh  a  emaade  Into  the  reelme  of  htotoiy,  aoeh  a  betondng  of  good  and 
*  vil,  of  the  pnst  with  the  present,  such  an  examinution  of  the  socLal  aud  political  rights 
and  relations,  as  tbe  question  whether  the  right  ol  suffrage  ought  to  bo  extended  to  all 
«ltliena  over  the  age  of  twenty-one*  which  woa*d,  of  course,  indade  both  aexes.  Tho 
Clddy  devotee  of  faahlon  would  be  •mprlaed  in  the  midst  of  her  Mvolily,  and  be  com* 
pelled  to  think  and  reason,  in  view  of  a  new  responsibility  whlcli  U  menacing  her.  Even 
if  opposed  to  tbe  propoaitlon*  she  would  be  compelled  to  organize  and  inspire  the  pablie 
opinion  neceeeaiy  lo  deftat  it.  Whatever  might  bn  the  event,  woman*a  tntaUaetnal 
position  would  be  ohaoged,  and  changed  forever,  and  with  hen  that  of  all  other 

clause?  

"  Let  no  one  imagine  that  be  can  dispose  of  thia  question  by  a  contemptuous  fling  at 
AtrongHninded  women  and  hen-peeked  hnabanda.  The  principto  wHI  gain  more  atrength 

from  the  character  of  the  arguments  of  its  opponents  than  from  any  number  of  Bloomer 
conventions.  The  modem  Idea  of  tlie  fashionable  belle,  floating  like  a  bird  of  paradise 
through  tbe  soiree ;  the  impersouaUoo  ol  motion  and  grace  in  tbe  ball-room,  indulging 
nltefnataiy  in  eyneope  and  rqitore  orer  the  mamloaa  adventnret  and  despair  <rf  the  hero 
of  a  mushroom  romance,  her  rapid  transition  from  one  excitement  to  another,  to  All  up 
the  dreaiy  vacaom  of  life,  provoking  as  it  does  the  secret  derision  of  sensible  men ;  all 
thto  eomee  fhm  that  l^tslation,  from  that  public  opinion,  which  drives  women  awaj 
^m  real  life ;  ftrom  the  discussion  of  questions  in  which  her  happtoeee  and  destiny  are 
involved.  A  scnselcsp,  though  a  false  fondness,  denies  h«r  a  jmrtJclpatlon  In  all  qnes- 
tions  of  tbe  actual  world  around  her.  The  novel  writers  therefore  create  a  flctitioos 
-world,  flUad  with  flintastte  and  boHow  duoaetan,  fbr  her  to  range  in.  Awhile  she 
believes  she  to  an  angel,  tfll  some  trnfortonate  hnsbaod  llnda  her  to  be  a  moth  do  hii 
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tortone,  and  %  bdeftal  dudow  strHeblni^  miom  bis  pathway,  without  cariodty  or 
iDtCfMto  io  all  those  practical  realities,  which  the  world,  outside  of  her  charmed  exist' 
ence,  Is  attending  to.  These  ore  the  aburtlon.s  of  «  fal-^c  public  opIuJou.  For  ^fivm  they 
have  been  regarded  aA  the  natural  results  of  feiuule  organism.  Hence,  woman  has  become 
fiuMd  M  *  goMt|sb«eMiMtlMwoiiUd«gnd«beiMlf  bjdlaeDMtoff 
cations  for  Judge  of  Probate,  tbouf;:h  Judge  A.  my  yet  appoint  a  cruardlnn  for  her 
cbUdren.  In  the  tewing  aodetj,  she  sews  ■cendaV  or  ivada  t^rocadM,  aflka,  and  crino- 
llnea,  beoraae  It  ««ndd  b«  estnmelj  coiim  «na  ▼tdgar  fa  lur  to  icad  Hm  atatntea  of 
Wisconsin,  where  her  rtghta  of  pereon  uid  properly,  tnarrlagv  and  Avoroe,  tre  regu- 
lated. In  those  Atatntea  she  would  And  that  thoagh  (350,000  are  appropriated  to  build  » 
Uoiyertity,  she  is  as  eilectaallj  excluded  from  that  institution  as  tbou/i^h  it  waa  a  convent 
etieoidM.  Bo  tbef  to  aoma  teeonvwrienee  tt  laat  te  bejng  wgnded  aa  a  taw  jMs  angeiy 
for  angels  have  no  use  for  T3  niversltlea.  Borne  Indignant  school-ma'am  begins  to  gti^pcct 
the  hoUow  compUmenta  of  moon-atraek  admirers,  and  demaoda  a  dinsct  voice  in  the  lawa 
Which  provide  for  flie  mntaal  tepwrniaqit  of  her  aex.  Bot  the  gntre  doetor  of  law  pnto 
on  his  spectacles,  and  tells  her  she  to  IUII7  and  exactly  represented  in  man,  only  more  so- 
When  he  eaca,  she  eats  ;  when  he  thinks,  she  thinks ;  when  be  geta  drunk,  nhe  geta 
drunk ;  that  it  would  be  aa  abenrd  to  provide  for  the  t>oard  and  education  of  one's  own 
ahedow  aa  to  provldo  a  separate  esUbliahinnit  for  woman,  who  poaeeaaee  all  thloga,  ODjcgni 
all  things,  and  sways  all  things  in  man,  as  fully  as  though  she  did  it  hersielf.  And  a  single 
woman,  or  wtdow,  may  pay  taxes,  but  it  would  be  outAtgeoua  for  ber  to  have  a  choice  in  the 
menwhoareto^Mndthemoa^yaiidtfaeiieiyoatformore.  When  mtntod,  ten  years  ago, 
her  education  was  equnl  to  her  hnKbnnrl'p,  now  she  can  not  \srIto  a  grammatical  letter: 
her  huaband'a  mind  baa  been  enlarged  by  the  Influx  of  new  ideas^  and  by  contacts  with 
the  eleetric  atmosphere  of  thought  hi  the  great  world  without ;  but  denied  as  she  baa 
heen  the  right  of  ezprcMlng  her  will  by  a  direct  Tote,  she  has  lost  all  intereat  in  iiaaihin 
events;  the  jrlobc  Im?*  dwliifilcd  to  a  half-acre  lot  and  the  villncrc  rlnirch.  Her  partner 
finds  the  match  unequal,  bpeuda  hla  lime  with  more  cougouial  society,  and  ic  out-and-out 
Id  favor  of  Moaea*  law  of  a  galtoplng  dlvoreo.  The  old  etager  haa  lllled  the  poOtieal 
arena  with  fruud-j  anrl  brawlfi,  and  brui-<  1  il  Wood  ;  and  having  levelled  the  rnoi.iI?  of 
the  ballot-box  with  those  of  the  race-ground  or  box-ring,  he  haa  yet  virtue  enough  left 
to  declare  that  woman  shall  not  enter  this  monl  AedUlama. 

**Tet  it  may  be  that  democracy,  for  a«3^pre8ervation,  win  be  oompdtod  to  tavlto 
women  to  the  ballot-box,  to  restrafij  and  overawe  thp  nifflsiniwm  of  man.  Though  man 
amilea  with  secret  derision  at  the  competition  of  woman,  in  dress  aud  show,  yet  be  ia  too 
tender  of  her  reputation  to  allow  hor  the  aame  Add  with  htanaelf  wherein  to  eseretoe  her 
powf  TF.  We  Vcllovc  tbnt  this  contortion  of  character  is  justly  attrlbatablo  fo  thr  d-  nial 
of  the  right  of  voting,  the  great  mode  by  ivhlch  the  questions  of  the  day  are  decided  in 
this  oonntiT.  PolMes  are  onr  attloaal  Ufe.  Aa  etvOtatton  adnmeea,  Ita  toaaea  wHI 
penctrato  still  deeper  Into  social  and  overy-day  li^'c  of  the  i>eo]ilt- ;  and  no  man  or  womaii 
can  be  regarded  os  an  entlt}',  as  a  power  In  society,  who  has  not  a  direct  j;,'cno\  in  govern- 
ing its  results.  Witbout  a  direct  voice  in  molding  the  spirit  of  the  age,  the  uge  will 
disown  oa. 

"But  the otljaetlon  is  argued  serlou-^ly  Polf»ic:il  rivalry  will  arm  the  wife  againnt  the 
hnf  band  ;  R  roan^s  foes  will  be  those  of  bis  own  huusehold.  But  we  believe  that  politi<»l 
equality  will,  by  leading  the  thonghla  and  pnrpoeea  of  the  aezea,  to  a  )nat  d^p«e.  Into 
the  aame  channel,  more  completely  carry  out  the  designs  of  nature.  Women  will  be 
poaaeased  of  a  positive  power,  and  hollow  compliments  aud  rose-water  flatteries  win  be 
aildiaoged  for  a  pure  admiration  and  a  well-grounded  respect,  when  we  see  her  nobly 
dladiar^g  ber  part  In  the  great  intellectual  and  moral  stmgglea  of  tiM  ago,  Uiat  wait 
their  polntion  by  a  direct  appeal  to  the  ballot-box.  Woman's  power  is,  ut  pn-?ent. 
poetical  and  unaubetantial ;  let  It  tie  practical  and  roal.  There  is  nu  reality  iu  any  powo' 
that  can  not  be  coined  into  votaa.  The  dcmagngne  haa  a  atncere  reepect  and  a  ealntary 
fear  of  the  voter;  and  be  that  can  direct  the  lightning  flash  of  the  baUot-boz  to  greater 
than  lie  who  possessed  a  continent  of  vapor,  gilded  with  moonshine. 

**  It  is  true,  the  right  of  voting  would  cany  with  it  the  right  to  hold  ofllce  ;  bat  ainea 
It  to  tma  that  tha  aezaa  hava  ajq^topriate  qihafaai  too  dtoeratlon  of  todiridiial  TOteia 
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would  recognize  this  fact,  and  seldom  elect  a  woman  to  an  olllee,  Ibr  widdl  abe  It 
onlltted  by  mtnre  ana  adiieatloD,  w  taoonpfltent  bmo  an  now  elected.  But  the  cruelty 
of  our  law8  ia  srrn  in  tlila— that  where  nature  makes  exceptions,  the  laws  are  inexorable. 

"We  have  shown  that  woman  ia  not  correctly  repceaeoted  by  man  at  the  ballot-box. 
Could  her  voice  be  beard,  it  would  alter  the  ohoieeof  pnblle  men  and  their  chander. 
With  leglalatora  compelled  to  respect  ber  optnloni,  the  law  It«eir,  constitutions,  and  politics 
teflaet,  to  a  Just  t^xtent,  her  peculiar  views  and  Intcre-^ts.  Nor  Is  it  for  us  to  decide 
*  whether  these  would  be  lor  the  better  or  worse.  Let, the  majority  rule.  Vox  populi  twe 
D$i.  Woman*a  fnteDeet  woold  enfarge  with  ber  nore  eomnandfng  polltteal  ooodMoo, 
and  though  ahe  mi^bt  blight  the  hopot  of  many  a  promiBini^  asplraoti  ftA  ttta  ITnloo 
WOVId  not  be  dissolved  nnder  her  adinlnintrntion.  Believiog  the  time  has  come  when  an 
appeal  on  her  behalf  to  the  voters  of  this  State  wUl  not  be  In  rain,  we  hare  prepared  to 
anbnilt  tha  qveattoii  to  the  people,  by  our  ameedneBt  to  the  Senate  bOL 

,  "  David  NoaOLI. 

"  J.  T.  HnxB. 

"  I  altogether  prefer  the  Committee's  amendment  to  the  Senate  bill. 

«•  JMrwry  ST,  liBBT.  BonWBU.  Ooxs.** 

Om  TiAB^a  Wo8K.<-Tbe  folIowlQg  are  a  portfon  of  fhe  reaolta  of  the  Womaa*a  B^ta 
peUtfona,  presented  during  the  winter  of  1856-7 : 

In  Ohio  and  WIsconeIn,  Legislative  Committ^os  have  reported  SMfoaMy  to  the  Bif^t 
of  SnflhMre*  and  extracts  from  the  reports  are  given  above. 

Ohio,  Maine,  Indiana,  and  MiBSoail  bam  paased  lawa  gMag  to  mantod  women  the 
right  to  control  thoir  own  earnings.  The  Ohio  nnd  Maine  stntntes  are  printed  below  ; 
also  a  Maine  act,  giving  the  husband  title  to  an  allowance  from  a  deceased  wife's  prop- 
erty, similar  to  that  now  given  by  the  law  to  wldowa. 

The  nemoiUl  preaeoled  to  tte  Hair  Toric  LegUatore,  owlmr  to  aoma  niatakt,  waa 
not  offered  till  too  late  tar  action. 

Ohio  STATrxB.— Bill  passed  >iy  the  Ohio  Lejrfiilatare,  April  17,  1857. 

Sec.  1.  Be  It  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  that  no  married 
man  shall  sell,  dispose  oi^  or  In  any  manner  part  with,  uuy  pereunal  property,  which  Is 
now,  or  may  hereafter  be,  enempt  from  sale  vpon  ezeentlon,  wfthont  baTlaff  llxat 

obtained  the  ronsont  of  his  wife  thereto. 

Sec.  2.  If  any  married  man  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  section,  his 
wUiB  may,  in  ber  own  name,  oommenoe  and  proeeevte  to  final  Jndgment  and  axaeaflon, 
In  civil  action,  for  the  reooveiy  of  such  property  or  its  value  in  money. 

Sec.  3.  Any  married  woman,  whose  hufhand  shall  deeert  her,  or  from  Intemperance  or 
other  cause  become  incapacitated,  or  neglect  to  provide  for  his  family,  may,  in  her  own 
name,  make  rontnetafbr  bar  own  labor  and  the  labor  of  ber  mbior  dilldran,  and  In  ber 
own  name,  ana  for  and  collect  her  own  or  their  earnings. 

HAum  Statdtk.— M  the  reeent  aaaalon  of  Cha  LegMatore  of  Malna,  the  fbUowing 

nets  were  passed  : 

"An  Act  relating  to  the  property  of  deceased  married  women.   Be  it  enacted,"  etei 
When  a  wile  dlea  tuteatate  and  faiaolTent,  her  anrrlvfaig  hnsband  shall  be  entitled  to 

an  allowance  from  her  personal  estate,  and  a  distributive  ehare  in  the  residue  thereof,  in 
the  same  manner  as  a  widow  is  in  the  estate  of  her  hnsband  ;  and  if  she  Icuvca  issue  he 
shall  have  the  use  of  one-third,  if  no  issue,  one-half  of  her  real  estate  for  life,  to  be  re- 
ceived and  aaslgnad  In  the  maimer  and  wflli  toe  rigbta  of  dower.*'  AppfOTed  AprO 
1857. 

"  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  married  women. 

**  Any  married  woman  may  demand  and  receive  the  wages  of  personal  labor  performed 
other  than  ftor  ber  ownfttnUj,  and  maj  hold  the  aama  tai  ber  own  right  agalaat  her  boa* 
band  or  any  other  person,  and  maj  mslntabi  an  aettoo  fheffefoaa  In  her  own  name.** 

Approved  April  17,  1857, 

fiifALB  SuFrsAoa  iM  Kbmtuokt.— Kentod^  Revised  Statatea,  1863,  ch.  88.  Schools 
smdSamlliaHea.**  Ari6^aee.t: 
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"An  election  shall  be  held  at  the  Rchool-house  of  each  school  district,  from  nine 
o'clock  in  the  tnornlnp^  till  two  o'clock  In  the  evening,  of  the  first  Saturday  of  April  of 
oacb  year,  for  the  election  of  three .Trosteos  for  the  District  for  one  year,  and  until  otb«i« 
are  eleeted  and  qnalUled.  The  qualified  voteia  Is  each  IMitrfetahall  be  Che  deetoni  and 
any  uridote  hatHnff  adklUbdidemrixtmitlifiUmiymnqf  iigttmaifd»9tt»  la  jMnoii  «r 
written  proxy.** 

[Bat  If  the  raflhige  to  not  ItmHed  to  vMom  who  have  a  difld  between  its  uid  eighteen, 
but  extended  to  unmarried,  married;  and  ehildltn  men,  why  DOtgi?e  It  to  Women  in  those 

potiltions  also  ?   Such  a  partial  concession,  tlionjrh  vnlnnble      recognirinjr  a  principle, 
is  not  Uk«ly  to  be  extensively  used.   For  in  this  case,  as  in  that  of  women  who  are 
*  atoekholdentecoipofatloBa,theltoe]evatenwinbedetemdhythelrown  aaMnava^ 
ver^  :uk1  by  the  prejudiccfi  of  soriety.  But  glv«  womaa  the  eqoal  ffg^t  of  asfltagai  and 

the  prejudice  will  Koon  he  fswepl  away]. 

Fbuale  SoFrRAOB  uf  Camada.— [The  following  in  the  Canadian  law  under  which 
women  vote.  The  omiMlon  of  the  word  mafewaa  tntmtfcmal,  and  was  done  to  seen  re 
the  wel^ikof  thaBniCeatant  proper^  in  the  hands  of  women,  against  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic aggressions  and  demands  for  separate  schools.  The  law  works  well.  "A  frieud  of 
mine  In  Canada  Weat  told  me,"  said  Lucy  Stone  recently,  "  that  when  the  law  was  first 
peeeed  glvlnf  woneo  who  owned  a  certain  amonnt  of  property,  or  who  paid  a  glTen 
rental,  a  right  to  vote,  he  went  trcmbllnp  to  the  polls  to  sec  the  rcpult  The  first  woman 
who  came  wae  a  laige  property  holder  in  Toronto  \  with  marked  re«pect  the  crowd  gave 
way  aa  aha  advaneed.  flbe  spoke  her  vote  and  walkod  quietly  away,  shdtered  by  her 
womanbood.  It  was  all  the  protection  she  n  •oled."] 

Xvm.  Ain>  Xiv.  Viotobia,  Cap  4S.— An  Act  for  the  better  establlahment  and  niatn- 
tenancu  of  Common  i^ools  in  Upper  Canada.   Passed  July  di,  1850. 

See.l.  Tkwamble-Bepealalbnneraela. 

See.  2.  EnacU  that  the  election  of  Sehool  Tmateea  ihaU  take  plaee  on  the  aeoondl 
Wednesday  of  Januaiy  in  each  year. 

Bee.sai  And  be  It  eneeted,  that  In  eeeb  Word,  taito  wlddi  aoy  City  or  Town  to  or  aball 
he  divided  according  to  Law,  two  fit  and  proper  penooa  ihall  be oieeted  Sehool  Ihttteea 

by  a  majority  of  all  the  taxable  inhahitanU. 

Sec.  26.  Enacts  that  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  Jannuy  there  diall  be  a  meeting  of 
ill  the  taxable  Inhahitanta  of  tmy  Ineoiporated  village,  and  at  such  meeting  six  lit  and 
proper  persons,  from  among  the  ref*!(lent  householder?,  sball  be  elected  School  Truptecs. 

Sec.  6.  Provides  that  in  all  Oounlry  iSchool  Districts  thrve  trustees  shall  be  aimilarly 
oloeted  by  a  majority  of  the  fimkoldm  or  htmttMdtn  ia  andt  ediool  eeeUon. 

**TtaK  BMAVOiPavioir  ov  Vimkii.**— A  Tery  eoilona  eontroveny,  on  p^ier,  to  gotefp 
OB  at  pivaent  In  the  Jteveu  Philo»ophique  e(  RdUjl^usf,  between  M.  Prondbnn  and  Mrae. 
Jenny  D'Herlcourt.  The  latu-r  defends,  with  great  warmth,  the  moral,  dvU,  and  politi- 
cal emancipation  of  woman.  Proudhon,  In  reply,  dedares  that  all  the  tbeoiiee  of  Mme. 
lyfiertoowt  ere  Inapplicable,  in  conseq;Mnoe  of  the  inherent  weakness  of  her  sex.  Ttm 
periodical  hn  wbleh  the  oonteat  to  tpAvg  on  waa  founded  and  to  oonducted  by  the  old  St^ 
bimonieoB. 


BBFOBT  OF  THE  SELECT  COMMinEF  OF  THE  OHIO  SENATE,  ON 
GIVING  TU£  BIGaT  OF  SUFFRAGE  TO  FEMALES. 

The  following  pe^lion,  numerously  signed  by  both  men  and  women,  citizens  of  thlc 
State,  was,  at  the  llret  lesfiloB  of  the  Legiatotmn,  reHsived  totte  nnderelgaed  Beleet  Oon- 
niitt«e  : 

"  Whehbas,  The  women  of  the  State  of  Ohio  are  disfranchised  by  the  Constitulion 
aolely  on  account  of  their  aes ; 

We  do^  reapeetltillj,  demand  for  them  tho  riKht  of  anfflrage-n  rlgbt  wbleb  tnTOlvet 
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all  other  riifhts  of  citizenship— one  that  c&a  not,  juuUy,  be  wltbheldt  M  the  foUowing 
admitted  prlocfpleB  of  goTernmeot  eliow : 
"Flist  *  An  men  uw  bora  flme  and  «paA? 

"  Second.  *  Govcmmont  derives  Itfi  just  power  from  the  content  Of  the  goveraed.' 

Third.  *  Taxation  and  rejircaentaHon  are  Inseperable.* 
**  Wo,  the  nndersigned,  therefore,  petition  your  hononlite  bo^J  to  take  the  neoeeiaiy 
steps  for  »  reiiilon  of  the  Oonttttotioii,  lo  that  eU  dtinne  mny  eojof  eqnel  poHtteal 

right*." 

Tour  Committee  h&ve  given  the  subject  referred  to  them  a  careful  examination,  and  now 


Your  Committee  believe  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  granted.  Our 
opinion  to  boaed  both  upon  groonds  of  principle  tad  expeineoey,  which  we  wlO  endenvor 

to  present  as  briefly  a?  f<»  poncfstpiit  with  a  due  con-sideratlon  of  this  snbject. 

The  founders  of  this  Republic  claimed  and  asserted  with  great  emphasis,  the  essential 
equality  of  hmDanriftMsMnadf-ovMenttrafh.  Hiqr  •coated  flieTeinerable  old  dofrm* 
of  the  divine  ripht  of  kln^s  and  titled  liHritorrat  ics  to  rule  the  snhmifisive  mnltlUide 
They  were  eqa«Uy  explicit  in  their  claim  that  "  taxation  and  repreeentatton  are  io- 
scpanible." 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  Maasschnsetts,  1764,  dedbied,  **  That  the  tmpoettlon 

of  duties  and  taxes,  by  the  Parliament  of  Oreat  Britjifn,  npon  n  people  not  rtprtMnM  In 
the  House  of  Commons,  is  absolutely  Irreconcilable  with  their  rights."  A  pamphlet  en- 
titled **  The  1il|^te  of  the  mtUh  Colontaa  Asaerted,**  waa  aenttotha  a«i«ntof  tboOdl- 
ony  in  England,  to  show  him  the  state  of  the  public  mind,  and  aloncr  with  It  an  enerpetlc 
letter.  "  The  silence  of  the  province,'*  said  this  letter,  alluding  to  the  snggestion  of  the 
agent  that  he  had  taken  slleooe  for  consent,  '*  should  have  bean  Impntad  to  any  canao— 
even  to  des]Mdr— rather  than  be  construed  into  a  tacit  cession  of  their  rights,  or  the 
acknowledirment  nf  u  right  In  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  Impose  duties  and 
taxea  on  a  people  who  are  not  represented  tn  the  House  of  Commons."  ^^^wtanmot 
TtftmmmmmMammt**  Soneof  Bnf^d'kableat jmlataaelaiowledgelhatrafliof  thia 

doctrine.  Chief  Jiistice  Prntt  Rnld  :  My  position  is  thi? — tnxntlnn  and  representation 
are  inseparable.  The  position  is  founded  tn  the  law  of  nature.  It  is  more ;  it  is  itaelf  an 
•tonal  knr of  natiiva.**  lodefeneeof  tUadoelilne  they  waged  naoran  yoan*  war:  and 
yotk  when  Ch^  had  wrung  from  the  grasp  of  Orcat  Britain  tilo  Colonies  she  wotild  not 
govern  upon  this  principle,  and  undertook  to  organize  them  according  in  their  favorite 
theory,  most  of  the  Colonies,  by  u  single  stroke  of  the  pen,  cut  off  one-half  of  the  people 
f  roin  any  repreeentatlon  In  the  goTanunant  whldi  efadmed  thalr  obodlanea  to  tta  lawa, 
the  right  to  tax  them  for  it's  anpporl,  and  the  riirht  to  puiiiali  them  for  disobedlenee 

This  disparity  between  their  theory  snd  practice  dues  not  seem  to  have  excited  much. 
If  any  notice,  at  the  thna,  nor  nntU  Its  bitter  flnlta  had  long  been  eaten  In  obacnrlty  and 
sorrow  by  thousands  who  suffered,  but  did  not  complain.  Indeed,  so  apathetic  has  been 
the  public  mind  upon  this  subject,  that  no  one  is  8arpri!<ed  to  nee  such  a  remark  ns  the 
following  by  a  distinguished  commentator  upon  American  institutions :  "  In  the  frc-e 
States,  except  criminals  and  panpaia,  Asrs  It  no  sIbm  af  penoiu  who  do  not  exeretoo 
elective  franchise."  It  seems  women  are  not  even  a  o\:\-*n  of  persona.  They  are  falriy 
dropped  from  the  homan  race,  and  very  naturally,  since  we  have  grown  accustomed  to 
tebbgnlia  aa  WHtt/tmi  •nflfenge,  that  whkih  azdndea  by  oonatltiitlooal  taboo  one^MJf  of  the 
people.  To  declare  that  a  voice  in  the  government  Is  the  right  of  all,  and  then  give  It  only 
to  a  pari — and  that  the  part  to  which  the  claimant  himself  belongs— is  to  renounce  even 
the  appearance  of  principle.  As  ought  to  have  been  foreseen,  the  dass  of  persons  thna  ent 
off  from  the  means  of  self-protection,  have  become  victims  of  unequal  and  oppecatlva 
legislation,  which  runs  through  our  whole  code.  Wo  first  bind  the  hands,  by  the  organic 
law,  and  then  proceed  with  deliberate  safety,  by  the  statute,  to  spoil  the  goods  of  the 
vietfan.  Whatever  palUatlon  tor  the  paet  hoary  coctom,  false  theology,  and  narrow 
prejudice  may  fuml.«h,  it  h  certainly  time  flow  to  ramadj  thoaa  evfla,  and  ndneo  to  pne- 
tice  our  favorite  theory  of  government. 

The  cttlaena  thna  robbed  of  a  natural  right  complain  of  the  injustice.  They  protest 
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igBiiMi  UzatioD  without  representotioD.  Th«y  claim  that  all  ju*t  govemment  ma«t 
dailT*  Its  power  from  Um  coBMnt  of  the  ^Tern«d.  A  forcible  female  writer  aaja : 

••Eveu  this  so-culled  free  poTcmment  of  the  United  States,  as  at  pn-fiont  ndminist<"n^d, 
ia  nothing  bat  a  political,  heredlta^j  deapoUsm  to  woman  ;  »he  has  oo  instruaieatalltj 
wliataTer  In  making  the  laws  by  wbldi  ahe  to  fj^ovemed,  while  her  property  to  taxed 
without  reprcaentatioTi." 

Bat  thla  feellQg,  It  le  claimed,  to  entertained  hut  hjr  few  women ;  ou  the  contraxy,  they 
Senenlly  dliowa  nidi  detm  when  made  in  fhctr  behalf.  Bapposlng  the  ftiet  to  he  trne 
to  the  folleet  exleot  ever  asaerted,  if  it  proves  that  American  women  ought  to  remain  aa 
they  are,  It  proves  exactly  the  Bame  with  respect  to  Asiatic  women  ;  for  they,  too.  instead 
of  muriuuriug  at  their  seclusion  and  at  the  restraint  imposed  apou  ibem,  pride  themselvee 
on  It,  and  are  aatonlahed  at  the  ettontery  of  women  who  reoelvo  iMis  from  male  ae- 
qualntancps,  und  arc  sct-n  fn  the  streets  unveiled.  Habits  of  submlsfllon  make  women, 
a^  well  OS  men,  senrile-miuded.  The  vast  popolatlon  of  Asia  do  not  desire  or  value — 
probably  wonld  not  aeccpt— poUtleal  liberty,  nor  the  savages  of  the  foreat  efrfUsatlon ; 
which  does  not  prove  that  either  of  these  things  ia  nndeslrable  for  them,  or  that  they 
wfll  nut,  Ht  ffomo  future  time,  enjoj' it.  Custom  hanlons  homan  beiii^js  to  any  kind  of 
degradaUou,  by  deaUtiuiug  that  {wrt  of  ibeir  nature  which  would  rdikst  It.  And  the  case 
of  woman  Is,  to  fhto  reapeet  even,  a  peenUar  one,  for  no  other  Infeiior  easte  that  we  have 
hrard  of  hns  been  tancrht  to  regard  Its  dcjfradatlon  as  their,  \t<^,  honor.  The  annnnent, 
however,  implies  a  secret  cunsclousneae  that  the  alleged  preference  of  women  for  their 
dopendent  slate  to  merely  apparent,  and  aitses  fhmi  flislr  hdng  allowed  no  ciiotee ;  for, 
If  ttie  prefbrenee  be  naturul,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  enforcing  11  by  law.  To  make 
laws  compelling  people  to  follow  their  tneUnattona,  has  not^  hitherto,  been  thought  ne»> 
esaary  by  any  legislator. 

TlM  plan  that  women  do  not  dssirs  saj  disngstoths  samotiist  has  been  niRsd,  Hbms 
oat  of  mind,  at^inst  the  proposal  of  abolishing  any  socinl  evil.  "  There  Is  no  complaint," 
which  is  generally,  and  in  thto  case  certainly  not  true,  and  when  true,  only  so  because 
Hwre  to  not  that  hope  of  snoeeas,  wfUiont  wMeh  eoaplnhit  sOMom  makes  Hself  sndlble 
to  unwilling  ears.  How  doe:)  the  objector  know  that  women  do  not  desire  equality  of 
freedom  ?  It  wonld  be  very  simple  to  suppose  that  if  they  do  desire  it  they  will  all  say 
so.  Their  position  to  like  that  of  the  tenants  and  laborers  who  vote  a^rainst  their  own 
political  interests  to  pleaae  their  tandlorda  or  employcfs,  with  the  nnlqne  admission  that 
snhmission  is  inculcated  in  them  from  childhood,  ns  the  ]>ecnHar  attraction  and  ^race  of 
thdr  character.  They  are  taught  to  think  that  to  repel  actively  even  an  admitted  injus- 
tlee,  done  to  themselTea,  to  somewhat  vnfsmtnine,  and  bad  better  be  left  to  some  male 
friend  or  protector.  To  be  accused  of  rebelling  a^calnst  anything  which  udmlts  of  being 
railed  an  ordinance  of  society,  they  are  taught  to  regard  as  an  Imputation  of  a  serious 
offence,  to  say  the  least,  against  the  propriety  of  thdr  sex.  It  reqnires  nnnsual  moral 
courage,  ns  well  as  dtointereetedneea  In  a  wonmn,  to  sacpreas  opinions  fkvorabls  to  won- 
flnV  enfranchisement,  until,  at  least,  there  is  some  prospect  of  obtalnlnt;  it 

The  comfort  of  her  individual  life  and  her  social  consideration,  nsually  depend  on  the 
good-will  of  those  who  hold  the  nndno  power;  and  to  the  possessors  of  power,  anyeooH 
plaint,  however  bitter,  of  the  ml-^u-^f  of  it,  Is  scnrcoly  .1  less  flasrrint  net  of  insubordina- 
tion than  to  protest  against  the  power  itself.  The  professions  of  women  in  this  matter 
remind  ns  of  the  State  oflbndent  of  old,  who,  on  the  point  of  exeention,  naed  to  protest 
their  love  and  devotion  to  the  sovereign  by  whose  unjust  mandate  they  saffered.  Orisel- 
da.  himself,  might  be  matched  from  the  speeches  put  by  Shakespeare  into  the  mouths  of 
male  victims  of  kingly  caprice  and  tyranny  ;  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  fur  example.  In 
**  Henry  Vm.,**  and  oren  Wotoey. 

The  literary  class  of  women  are  often  ostentatious  in  disclaiming  the  desire  for  equali'y 
of  citizenship,  and  procUlming  their  complute  sattotoction  with  the  place  which  society 
a.'tslgns  them ;  exeietoing  In  ttto,  as  In  many  ottier  respects,  a  most  noxloos  taflnanen 
over  the  fseltngs  and  opinions  of  men,  who  unsuspectingly  accept  the  ser\1lities  of  tosdy- 
Ism  as  concessions  to  the  force  of  trutli,  nut  c  onsidering  that  it  Is  the  j>crsonal  interest 
of  these  women  to  profess  whatever  oplniuus  they  expect  will  be  agreeable  to  men.  It 
to  not  amoiig  men  ot  talent,  spnuig  from  the  pet^to,  and  patronbnd  saflgattsrsdhythn 
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arUtocracj,  that  we  look  for  the  leaders  o(  a  democratic  moTemeDt.  Sacce«ftf  ul  Utenurj 
women  we  JnttMimllkefytoiiiilBrtiiQCftiueor  wonan  tofli«lrowB  mcUX  eowridei*- 
tion.  They  depend  on  men*B  opinion  for  their  litorary,  as  well  as  for  their  feminine  suc- 
ceaaea ;  and  such  la  their  bad  opinion  of  men,  that  they  believe  there  is  not  more  than 
one  to  a  ttionauid  who  doai  not  dUUke  and  fear  ttrengtb,  alnoerlty,  and  high  spirit  In  a 
woman.  They  are,  therefore,  anxious  to  earn  pardon  and  toleration  for  whatever  of 
tbcAe  qaalitles  their  writlnj^  may  exhibit  on  other  snbjects,  by  a  studied  display  of  sub- 
aiii^sion  on  this  ;  that  they  may  giro  no  occasion  for  vulgar  men  to  say— what  nothing 
win  pfsvcttt  vulgar  men  from  aaylng— that  leamtng  makea  woman  nufeatoln^  and  that 
literary  ladies  are  likely  t<>  be  bad  wives. 

But  even  if  a  largo  majority  of  women  do  nut  dealre  any  change  In  the  ConatituUou, 
fhat  wonld  be  a  vaiy  had  reaaon  for  wtttholdtnglba  eloetlve  ftandilM  fkomthoae  who  do 
desire  it.  Freedom  of  choice,  liberty  to  choose  their  own  sphere,  is  what  is  asked.  We 
have  not  heard  that  the  most  ardent  apoRtles  of  female  suffrage  propose  to  compel  any 
woman  to  make  stump  speeches  against  her  will,  or  to  march  a  fainting  sisterhood  to  the 
polla  nndar  a  poHee,  to  Btoomer  eoatame.  Women  who  eondemn  their  alstera  for  die- 
content  with  the  liw<!  ns  they  are,  havf'  tbelr  prototype  In  those  men  of  America  who,  to 
our  revolutionary  atmggle  with  England,  vehemently  denounced  and  stigmatlaed  ae 
fanatios  and  rebels  ttM  leaden  and  ndooatente  Of  ttet day.  Bat  ndberlMr patriot- 
Ism  nor  wisdom  hare  ever  been  nradh  adadved  br  fte  Aoieriean  people^  peibape  not 
even  by  the  English. 

The  objection  urged  against  female  suffrage  with  the  greateet  oonddenee  and  by  the 
greetert  nnmber,  is  that  such  a  right  is  incompatible  with  the  refinement  and  delicacy  of 
the  sex.  That  It  would  moke  them  harsh  and  dieputativc,  like  male  voters.  This  objec- 
tion loses  most,  if  not  all  of  Ite  force,  when  it  la  compared  with  the  weU^tabllsbed 
naagee  of  loetaty  ee  rdatee  to  woauu.  She  dready  illla  plaeee  and  dtoehaigeB  dntiee 

with  the  approbation  of  most  men,  wlilch  are,  to  say  thp  Iiiast,  quite  as  dangerous  to  her 
refinement  and  retiring  modesty,  as  the  act  of  voting  or  even  holding  office  would  be. 
In  our  political  campaigns  all  partlee  are  anxious  to  secure  the  oo-operation  of  women. 
They  are  urged  to  altMid  oar  political  meetings,  and  even  to  our  mass  meetings,  when 
whole  acres  of  men  are  asi^embled,  they  are  Importtinately  arged  to  take  a  conspicuous 
part,  sometimes  as  the  representatives  of  the  several  States,  and  sometimes  as  the  donors 
Of bannere end iiege, aeeompenled wltt patriotteepeedtea by Mie lalrdenorB.  Andtogreat 
moral  questions,  such  as  temperance,  for  example,  In  the  right  dli^pogftlou  of  which  woman 
is  more  interested  tban  man,  rhe  often  discharges  a  laige  amount  of  the  labor  of  the  cam- 
pai;^ ;  but  yet,  when  it  comes  to  the  crowning  act  of  TOltog,  she  mnit  stand  aside— 
delicacy  fbiMdi— that  is  too  masculine,  too  pubUe,  too  e^postog^  though  it  conid  he 
done,  in  most  cases,  with  ee  little  dUBcttl^  and  expoeore  aa  a  letter  can  be  taken  out  or 
put  in  the  post-office. 

Then  tiiere  Is  that  targe  dase  of  eeneert  etageri  and  raadem  of  the  drann,  who  tte  eaIo> 

gized  and  petted  by  those  who  arc  most  shocked  at  tlie  Idea  of  women  snbraltting  them- 
solvee  to  the  exposure  of  voting.  la  fact,  the  whole  question  of  publicity  is  settled  to 
the  fnllest  extent ;  at  least  every  man  mnat  be  tlknt  who  acqniesoes  to  the  concert,  the 
drama,  or  the  opera.  We  need  not  dwell  on  the  exposures  of  the  stage  or  the  indeUoo- 
cles  of  the  ballet,  but  If  Jeimy  Lind  wa^.  "  an  an^el  of  purity  and  benevolence  "  for  con- 
senting to  stand,  clianting  and  enchanting,  before  tbrue  thousand  ezdted  admirers ;  if 
Madame  8oDteir  eoold  give  a  IUI<dreaa  raheend  (which  doee  not  eoamonly  lospl^  a 

superfluity  of  apparel)  f'>r  the  special  ediflcatiun  of  the  clergj'  of  Ronton,  and  be  rewarded 
with  duplicate  Bibles,  it  la  difficult  to  see  why  a  woman  may  not  vote  on  qoeetions 
vitally  affecting  tlM  inteieda  of  herself,  ordifldreii,  or  kindred. 

But,  with  all  our  dainty  notions  of  female  proprieties,  women  are,  by  common  consent, 
dragged  into  court  as  witnesses,  and  subjected  t^>  the  most  scrutinizinp:  nnd  often  indelicate 
examtoations  and  questions,  if  either  party  Imagines  he  can  gain  a  sixpence,  or  dull  the 
edge  of  a  erlmind  proeeentloo,  by  her  testlinony.  The  totereet,  oonfMrienee,  and 
prejudices  of  men,  and  not  any  true  n-iranl  for  the  delicacy  of  the  sex,  seem  to  be  the 
ataodard  by  which  woman's  rights  and  duties  are  to  be  measured.  Iliapiejndlce,  cnitom, 
ODB-eetabllehed  usage,  end  notreesoo,  which  deaund  the  aaeiifiee  of  wooaa'a  niAaiil 
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rlgbts  of  ■elf'fcoremmeiit ;  a  relic  of  barbarism  «tni  llngerinprin  all  political,  and  nearly 
all  religions  organizations.  Among  the  purely  sarage  tribes,  woman  Uke«  position  as  a 
domestic  dmdge— «  mere  beast  of  burden,  wUIat  the  eeneoal  eMHmiOD  of  Asia  regard 
hCT  more  In  the  light  of  a  domestic  Itmiry,  to  be  Jealously  gnard*  d  from  ihc  prnfanc 
slgbt  of  all  men  but  ber  bosband.  Botb  positions  eqoallj  and  widelj  remote  from  the 
noble  one  Ood  fntoided  ber  to  ilL 

In  Persts  and  Tnrkey  wnmen  grossly  offend  the  public  taste  if  they  snlfer  their  fMee  to 
be  seen  In  the  streets.  In  the  latter  country  tbcy  are  prohibited  by  law,  In  common  with 
"  pigs,  dogs,  and  other  unclean  animals,'*  as  tbe  law  styles  them,  from  so  much  as  enter- 
ing their  roosqaes.  Omt  Mess  of  the  proper  sphere,  dntles,  and  capebOitlee  of  woan  d» 
nf)t  differ  from  these  co  mnpb  In  kind  ac  docrrfe.  They  sre  all  based  upon  the  assnmp- 
tion  that  man  has  the  right  to  decide  what  are  tbe  rights,  to  pohit  out  the  dntiee,  and  ta 
fix  die  boandeilee  of  ^roamH  timbers;  whkli,  teUnfr  for  trM,  o«r  dMrlebed  Hieoty  of 

L^ovrrniiifMit,  to  wit :  the  {nallrruthiJity  and  e^junUty  of  human  right$  can  hardly  be  charao- 
tcrized  by  a  milder  term  than  that  of  an  Impudent  and  oppreesiTe  usurpation.  Who  has 
authorized  us,  whilst  mfllng  at  miters,  snd  crosiers,  and  seeptte,  and  sliontlog  in  the 
ears  of  the  British  Lion,  ee  •elf«Tideot  truths,  "  representatton  tnd  tnatioa  en,  and 
nhaU  b«,  InsepamMe," — "  goTemments,  to  be  ju*t,  must  Imve  the  consent  of  the  q^vf  mcd;" 
to  ssy  woman,  one-half  of  tbe  whole  race,  shall,  nevertheless,  be  taxed  without  reprc^*en> 
tatlon  and  gowned  wWhoot  hsr  eoneentt  WhohiAh  nadeiut  Jv^hotwtet  hertad 
her  Maker  ? 

It  ia  said  woman's  mental  and  moral  oi:ganizaUon  is  peculiar,  differing  widely  fh>m  tbut 
otmaa.  Feifiape  wk  She  nraat  tten  hate  a  pecidlar  IKaeae  of  ifiiillleetiaii  to  Judge 
what  will  be  wise  and  Just  Kovi  nnnfiit  for  her.  Let  her  be  frwe  to  choose  for  herself,  In 
the  light  of  her  peculiar  orjfanlKstioii,  ti>  wliat  slie  Ib  bcBf  adapted .  She  Is  better  qnalifled 
to  Judge  of  her  proper  sphere  tbsn  man  can  be.  She  knows  tier  own  wants  and  capaMll- 
'  Ilea.  I«twlaavaber,  aaCkidflvaaledber,  aftwa^eBttaeeomilahletoBhnforaiqrvlo- 
lQtion  of  the  laws  of  her  nature.  He  hoe  mingled  the  nexes  in  the  fnmlly  relation  ;  they 
arc  associated  on  tenna  of  equality  in  some  ctaorches.  They  are  active  wodUog  and  vot- 
ing meoAam  of  Utanny  and  bmavolaiit  aoeietiea.  Thej  vote  aa  aliatv^icilden  tai  aloek 
oompanloi,  and  to  countries  where  Iom  is  said  about  f^^dom,  and  equiility,  and  repre- 
sentation, they  arc  often  called  to,  and  fill,  with  distlnemlshed  ahility,  very  important 
posltVona,  and  often  discharge  the  highest  political  trusts  known  to  tboir  lawa.  Wliich 
of  XBglaiid*a  tdnga  has  shown  nore  aseentivo  ahOltyttian  SBaabefb,  or  wUeb  has  been 
more  conscletitltmf?  mid  ili-cn-rt  tlinn  Annie  and  Victoria?  Spain,  too,  had  her  Tsnbflla^ 
and  France  her  Maid  of  Orleans,  ber  Madame  BoUnd,  yes,  and  her  Charlotte  Corday. 
Aostrla  and  Hnngary  their  Ifarla  Tbereea.  BoiidnharOatbartna;  and  aran  tha  Jedon* 
Jewish  Theocracy  was  Jndged  forty  years  by  a  woman.  It  la  too  lala^  hjf  thMj  oeotntlea* 
to  pnt  in  tlie  plea  of  her  incompetency  In  political  affairs. 

But  it  ii  objected  that  it  would  not  do  for  woman,  particularly  a  married  woman,  to  be 
allowed  to  Tota.  It  nlgbt  bring  diaeotd  into  ttafhaally  If  Aadlflaredflmni  bar  hnaband. 
If  thff  (>t>3pctlf>rt  wen-  worth  anythln;:  at  all,  it  would  lie  with  tenfold  greater  force  against 
religious  Uian  political  ofganizations.  No  animosities  arc  so  bitter  and  implacable  sa 
those  growing  out  of  reHglons  dtaagreemeota ;  jet  we  allow  women  to  cbooee  their  re- 
ligious crvods,  attend  their  favorite  places  of  worship,  and  in  some  of  them  take  an  equal 
part  In  the  church  business,  snd  all  this,  though  the  hustuind  Is  of  another  religion,  or  of 
uu  reiigiou,  and  no  one  this  side  of  Turkey  claims  that  tbe  law  should  compel  woman  to 
bavanordlgioBtOradoptthatof  barbnatiand.  But,  etainlf  tiuitoh|aatloB  wamafood 
one,  more  than  htilf  the  adult  women  of  the  State  ore  unmarried. 

It  is  said,  too,  that  as  woman  is  not  required  to  perfbrm  military  duty,  and  work  on 
the  roads,  abe  onght  not  to  tola.  Nona  bnt  **aMO'bodled**  men,  vnder  a  oartain  ago, 
are  required  to  do  military  duty,  and  the  effect  is  practically  the  same  in  regard  to  tbe 
two  dayii'  work  on  the  roads,  whilst  women  pay  tax  for  military  and  road  purposes  the 
same  as  man.  A  moM's  right  to  vote  does  not  depend  on  his  ability  to  perform  physical 
bibor,  why  ahodd  a  wammtfti  %j  tbe  exduaioo  of  woman  from  her  due  influence  and 
voice  in  the  government,  we  lof>e  that  elevatint;  nnd  refining  influeace  which  s'>e  gives  to 
rriigioua,  social,  and  domestic  life.  Her  presence  at  our  poUUcal  mcetiags,  all  agree, 
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contributes  greatlj  to  their  order,  decomm,  and  decency.  Wbj  shoald  not  the  polb, 
•ISA,  1m  dvfUnd  by  her  preMoee  f 

Does  not  the  morality  of  our  polllic8  demonstrate  a  great  want  of  the  two  qualities  so 
diaracteri»tic  of  woman,  heart  and  cODActencc  *  The  female  element  which  works  such 
nliacles  of  reform  In  the  mde  manners  of  men,  In  aU  the  departments  of  life  where  she 
has  the  Areedom  to  iro,  is  nowhere  more  needed  Ilun  fn  Ofnrpollttee,  or  at  the  pons. 

We  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  constitutional  prohibition  of  female  suflThige  is 
not  only  a  Tlolation  of  nataral  rlpht,  hut  oqiiflUr  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principle* 
of  the  goTemment.  Let  us  now  look  at  the  practical  results  of  this  oiKenlo  wrong. 
After  baling  taken  ftwty  tnm  womM  tb«  mauM  of  proteetlng  b«r  penoii  nA  puppw^, 
b.V  the  peaceable,  but  powerful  ballot,  how  havo  wc  discharged  the  self-lmpopt^d  duty  of 
leglsilating  for  her?  By  ever}'  principle  of  honor,  or  even  of  common  hone^tj,  we  are 
bound  tu  see  that  her  interests  do  not  b offer  lu  our  bands.  That,  if  we  depart  at  all  from 
tbepriueiiileof  ettfeleqiulity,  ttdmiUbdlBbOTlnw.  LeiiitMd«lMit«Mttiefiieto. 

When  a  woman  marrte'=  becomee  almoxt  annihilated  In  the  eyes  of  the  law,  except 
as  a  subject  of  pnnlabroent.  She  loses  the  right  to  receiTe  and  ^ntrol  the  wages  of  her 
own  labor.  If  8beb0aaaAinliilstralrtz,orei»e«trlx,Bbelicoimtedafdend,a^ 
mnst  he  appointed.  If  haw  ehndnn,  th^  may  be  taken  from  her  agalnit  her  wfll* 
and  placed  !n  the  care  of  any  one,  no  matter  how  unfit,  whom  the  father  ma}-  select.  He 
may  even  give  them  away  hy  wHL  "  The  personal  property  of  tlie  wife,  such  as  money» 
goods,  cattle,  and  Other  efantlds,  irhleh  the  had  In  poeesealon  at  th«  thna'of  her  marriage. 
In  her  own  right,  and  not  in  the  right  of  another,  vest  immediately  in  the  husband,  and 
he  can  dispose  of  them  as  he  pleuites.  On  his  death,  they  go  to  his  representatives,  like 
the  residue  of  his  property.  80,  if  any  such  goods  or  chattels  come  to  her  possession  lo 
hor  own  right,  aflar  the  marrtafe,  thay,  hi  Iflra  manner,  hnmadtalaly  veat  In  A*  holband.** 
**8uch  property  of  the  wife,  as  bonds,  notes,  arrears  of  rent,  legacies,  which  are  termed 
<)ho»e*in  action,  do  not  vopt  in  the  husbnnd  by  mere  operation  of  marriace.  To  entitle 
him  to  them,  he  must  first  reduce  them  into  possession,  by  recovering  the  money,  or 
alteitogtheaaanrilj,  aabf  nnkhigtheaipajrnUatohlaiiellL  U  tha  hoaband  ^ipotet  an 
attorney  to  receive  a  debt  or  claim  doe  the  wife,  and  the  attomoy  ncflvfi  It,  or  if  he 
mortgnged  the  claim  or  debt,  or  assign  it  for  a  valuable  consideration,  or  recover  Jadg- 
ment  by  suit,  in  his  own  name,  or  if  he  release  it,  In  all  these  cases  the  right  of  the  w1((B» 
npoo  the  decease  of  the  husband.  Is  gone.** 

The  real  estate  of  the  wife,  such  as  houses  ond  lands,  is  in  nearly  the  same  state  of 
snlijectlon  to  the  husband's  will.  He  is  entitled  to  all  the  rents  and  profits  while  they 
boUi  Ufa,  and  tha  hnaband  can  bold  the  estate  dnring  his  life,  even  though  the  wife  be 
dead.  A  woman  may  thus  be  stripped  of  every  available  cent  aha  aver  bad  in  the  world, 
and  even  see  It  squandered  in  mlnlsterins;  to  the  low  appetite  or  passions  of  a  drunken 
debauchee  of  a  husband.  And  when,  by  economy  and  toil,  she  may  have  acquired  the 
neana  of  preaant  anbatrtanee,  this,  too,  n»y  be  Uu^Mhf  taken  fkmn  bar,  and  applied  to 
the  same  base  purpose.  Even  her  Family  Bible,  the  Inpt  gift  of  a  dying  mother,  her  only 
remaining  comfort,  can  be  lawfiiUy  taken  and  sold  by  the  husband,  to  buy  the  means  of 
intoxication.  This  very  thing  hat  been  fkme.  Can  any  one  believe  that  laws,  so  wickedly 
ona^ddad  aa  Ooaa,  wara  aver  honestly  daslgnad  for  the  aqnal  banellt  of  woman  with 
man?  T(>t  wives  nrc  snid  to  h  ue  quite  n  suflScient  repraaenlnllou  hitho  government^ 
through  their  husbands,  to  secure  them  protection. 

Baft  the  emel  inequality  of  the  laws  relating  to  woman  as  wife  are  quite  outdone  by 
thoae  relating  to  her  as  widow.  It  la  thaaa  atiieken  and  aonowfbl  vlcdnia,  tha  Inw 
seems  especially  to  have  selected  as  its  prey.  Upon  the  death  of  the  hnsband,  the  law 
takes  poseession  of  the  whole  of  the  estate.  The  smallest  items  of  property  most  bo 
tomad  ont  for  valnalton,  to  be  handled  bj  atrauger^  The  elotbea  that  the  deoaaiad  had 
worn,  the  chair  in  which  he  »&t,  the  bed  on  which  he  died,  all  the^e  sacred  memorials  of 
the  dead,  mu*t  undergo  the  cold  scrutiny  of  offieer?  of  the  law.  The  widow  is  counted 
but  as  an  alien,  and  an  incumbrance  on  the  estate,  the  hoik  of  which  is  designed  for 
otharhanda.  Bhe  fe  to  have  doled  ont  to  bar,  like  a  pauper,  by  paltry  ainaa,  the  Ihmltmw 
of  her  own  kitchen.  '*  One  Uible,  six  chair**,  six  knives  and  forks,  six  pistes,  six  tea-cups 
and  saucers,  one  sogar-disb,  one  milk-pail,  one  tea-pot,  and  liMfes  spoons  1 "  AU  thia 
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mtmillceiit  provlsfon  for,  pcrliapc,  a  family  of  only  a  doeen  persons.  Tliink  of  it,  j% 
widows,  and  learn  to  be  grateful  for  man's  provldeDt  care  of  you  lu  jour  hour  of  uecd  ! 

Tben  oomat  the  Mto  of  **the  «ai>ett  atflia  fleetwd,"  —  they  m  oObd ;  nd  aaM  tiM 
foUnesa  and  frcehncps  of  her  grief,  the  widow  is  compt-lled  to  set?  sold  into  the  bands  of 
atnuigen,  amid  the  coarse  Jokea  and  leWtj  of  a  public  auctioo,  artiolet  to  ber  beyoDd  aU 
price,  and  aroimd  whidi  so  maaj  tender  memories  oHsk.  Bxperieooe  alone  can  folly 
teach  the  torture  of  this  fiery  ordeal.  But  this  is  only  the  beginnlDg  of  her  «orn>w*.  If 
she  have  children,  the  estate  is  confildered  to  belong  to  them,  while  she  is  but  an  "!n- 
cumbraD(»  "  upon  lU  She  is  to  have  the  reuts  and  profits  of  one-third  part  of  the  real 
estate  her  lifetime,  whleh,  tn  the  Taat  majority  of  eaeee.  Is  so  aoprodDottre  as  to  nompal 
her  to  leave  that  spot,  endeared  to  her  by  m  many  tender  ties— the  home  of  ber  early 
love,  the  birthplace  of  her  children— for  a  cheaper  and  leee  comfortable  home.  But, 
lievMfad  of  lur  boilMBd  nad  fobbed  of  btr  property, 

**'ne  tow  bath  yet  another  b^  en  bar.** 

Following  up  the  ituiultiag  and  injoriooa  assumption  of  her  inoompeteocy  and  untrust- 
worlhlDeei,  bnpUfld  In  tbo  deabdof  ber  right  of  suflhige,  the  gurttaHbi|»oC  ber  chOdnn 

ie  taken  from  her.  Her  daughter,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  her  son,  at  fifteen,  are  to  go 
through  the  mockery  of  choosing  for  tbemselvea  a  eoa^fdent  guardian— a  proceeding 
cilenlnted  to  deetwy  the  beentMbUniitend  oonfldenee  to  tbo  wtodom  and  ttneee  of  tbo 
mother  to  govern  and  direct  them,  bo  natural  and  so  essential  to  tlie  happiness  of 
children.  When  the  justifying  pretext  for  the  infliction  of  all  this  misery  Ia  the  benefit 
of  the  children,  her  maternal  nature  will  struggle  hard  to  endure  It  wHh  patienoe.  But, 
ontll  fbe  pmagn  of  tbo  low  of  1868,  "  rogulatlng  deecenta  and  distributions,"  when  there 
were  no  dilldren  of  either  parent,  the  law  did  not  abnte  its  rtgor  townrd  her,  in  the  di*- 
poeltiou  of  the  real  eetate,  which  is  generally  all  that  is  left,  after  paying  the  debtii  and 
coeta  of  **S0llleaiciit,**  tbo««b  Ibe  whole  of  tbo  bonaea  and  landa  nlKbt  havo  been 
bought  with  her  money,  two-thirds  wcr«  Immediately  handed  over  tn  the  relatives  of  the 
husband,  however  above  need ;  and  though  they  might  huve  t>een  strangers,  or  even 
enemies,  to  ber.  She  bad  but  a  llfSe  estate  tai  the  other  third,  which,  at  her  death,  also 
went)  as  ibe  other,  to  her  hiubaud'?  heirH.  She  could  not  indulge  her  beoeroleot  f eel- 
toga  or  gratify  her  friendships,  by  devlslnjf  by  will,  to  upproved  ehurilieo  or  favorito 
fktenda,  the  means  ahe  no  longer  needed.  With  a  bitter  sense  of  injustice  and  despiiiiing 
«om>w,  aho  mli^t  weO  adopltbo  bngaaito  of  the  nnbqn^y  #aw : 

**  Nsiy,  take  my  Ms  and  all,  patfioa  not  Oat ; 

Tee  take  my  h  i»!ro.  when  yon  do  tiike  the  prop 
That  doth  ituBtaio  my  bouse ;  job  take  my  life, 
When  yen  do  take  «he  ttsana  Whereby  I  ilm*' 

Such  is  the  famotis  right  of  dower,  which  has  been  tliu  subject  of  so  many  stupid 
«ologlea  hgr  lawyara  and  ooqiniantBtorB. 

Take  an  example  of  the  effect  of  these  laws  upon  an  overburdened  baart,  which 
occurred  just  before  the  pa»ssge  of  the  Act  of  lti5S.  A  young  couple,  bj  their  united 
meaoa  and  patient  todnatiy,  had  aaenred  for  tbeoiaelwa  a  anall,  bat  conllbrtaMe  homo. 
It  fbmlshed  the  meaaa  of  tappljtog  all  their  simple  wants.  It  waa  their  own ;  doubly 
endeared  by  the  fitnigierles  and  sacrifices  it  had  cost  them.  They  were  content  Tbt-y 
had  DO  children,  but  they  had  each  other,  and  were  happy  In  their  mutual  love.  Death 
aeeaaed  a  great  wagr  off;  and  llta— It  waa  n  real  Jof .  Tbay  know  little  of  tiie  lawa  of 
estates.  Owinjr  nothing,  they  feared  no  Intrusion  upon  the  sanctity  of  their  home.  But 
the  bnabend  was  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  tree ;  and,  after  some  boon,  waa  found  dead 
by  tbo  agonlaed  wUb.  There  waa  no  wIlL  The  wmi^  heart  of  the  chfldleia  widow,  to 
her  utter  bereavement,  still  cinng  to  her  home,  which,  though  blighted  and  desolate,  waa 
«tiH  de!ir  to  her.  There,  at  leapt,  she  would  find  shelter.  But  soon  the  Inexorable  law 
laid  its  cold,  unwelcome  band  upon  that  darkened  home.  There  must  be  letters  of 
ndmtaMMtiOB  badr-an  taTentoqr  nA  the  efliocts  an  apprataenent  Xrerytbing  waa 
explained  by  svmpathlxlng  counsel.  The  "right  of  dower"  set  conspicuously  in  the 
foreground— "one  equal  third  part"— at  length  she  comprehended  it  all.  Her  home 
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was  to  pa$6  into  other  hands :  henceforth  she  wag  to  be  counted  only  aa  an  incurabnince  oo 
it.  Looking  from  the  miaeiy  of  the  present  down  the  gloom  of  the  future,  she  could  cm 
oidy  wMowhood  Md  ^MMtf.  And  whlM  fli«  ippraiMn  mn  pertomlnflr  xm* 

gracloae  task  of  overhanllnp  cupboards  and  drawers,  and  eatSmatlng  the  mine  !n  ctsVi  of 
presents  received  in  her  courtship,  she,  In  her  qnlet  despAlr  at  this  last  bitter  drop  added 
to  Iwr  ftin  cup,  arrayed  hendf  In  Iter  bttt  apparel  (wliMi  ibe  Inr  gmiioiMly  provtdM 
*'slie  shall  retain  and,  without  uttering  a  wntd  of  oompldBt  or  ftMmll,  wdkod  to 
the  nearest  water  and  drowned  her!*plf . 

If  "oppression  maketb  even  a  wise  man  mad,"  ought  we  to  wonder  that  a  woman, 
•Inoct  cnaad  \ff%  MdOn  nd  tanfUo  taiomnoBk,  vpoii  flndlng  tluit  her  ealrailt^. 
Instead  of  giving  her  the  Jealous  and  compassionate  protection  of  the  law,  was  to  be 
made  the  pretert  for  robbing  her  of  what  yet  remained  of  earthly  comfort*,  should.  In 
the  m*dnese  of  her  deepeir,  eaat  nwty  the  tardea  of  *  Me  no  longer  telenAlef  In 
India  she  would  have  been  burned  upon  the  funeral  pile  of  her  dead  husband ;  we  drive 
her  to  madness  and  suicide  by  the  slower,  but  no  less  cruel  torture,  of  starration  and  a 
breaking  heart.  Whilrt  persisting  In  such  legislation,  how  could  we  expect  to  escape  the 
voo,  denounced  by  the  oompassionate  md  V^m^^nSa^BK  flevioiuv  ag^tawt  tte  **  Iqrpo- 
crltLS  who  devour  widows'  houfles  "  f 

It  is  said  woman  can  accompU^h  any  object  of  her  desire  better  bj  persuasion,  by  her 
■mfles  end  teen  end  eHoqnenee,  flm  •beooald  e?ereoaipel  by  hervote.  Botwlfh  nil 
her  powers  of  coaxli^and  eloquence,  she  lias  never  yet  coaxed  her  partner  into  doing 
her  simple  jostico.  Shall  we  never  get  beyond  the  absurd  theory  that  every  woman  is 
legally  and  politically  represented  by  her  husband,  and  hence  has  an  adequate  guarantee  f 
Tbe  anawer  that  she  has  been  so  represented  Ofar  abaea  mpresenutlon  began,  and  tbo 
result  appears  to  be  that,  amone:  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  generally,  the  entire  s^'stem  of 
laws  in  regard  to  women  is,  at  this  moment,  so  utterly  wrong,  that  Lord  Brougham  b 
reported  to  have  deelared  Itnadeaa  to  attempt  to  amend  It— "There  most  be  a  total  re- 
constmrtinn  before  a  woman  can  have  any  Justice."  The  wron^  lies  not  so  rnucli  In  any 
special  statute  as  in  the  fundamental  theory  of  the  law,  jet  no  man  can  read  the  statotes  on 
this  subject  of  the  most  enlightened  naftton,  without  admitting  that  they  were  obviously 
made  by  man,  not  with  a  view  to  woman's  interest,  but  bis  oim.  Our  Ohio  laws  may 
not  be  BO  bad  as  the  law  repealed  in  Yermont  in  1850,  which  confi»eated  to  the  State  one-half 
the  property  of  every  childless  widow,  unless  the  husband  had  other  heirs.  Bat  they 
mvst  compel  from  every  generons  man  the  admission,  that  neither  Justice  nor  gallantty 
has  yet  availed  to  procure  anythinc:  Hkc  impartiality  in  the  legal  provisions  for  the  two 
seze*.  With  what  decent  show  of  Justice,  then,  can  man,  thus  dishonored,  claim  a  oon* 
tinnanee  of  ttls  soleldal  confldenee  ?  There  to  something  respectable  In  the  ftvak  bai^ 
barfamof  the  old  Russfan  niq>tial  consecration,  "  Here,  wolf,  tukc  thy  lamb."  But  we 
can  not  eunUy  extend  the  same  ehnrity  to  the  civilized  wolf  of  Enj^land  and  America,  clad 
in  the  sheep's  clothing  of  a  volume  of  revised  statutes,  caressing  the  person  of  the  bride 
and  devowtnif  her  pfopsrij* 

It  Is  said  the  husband  can,  by  will,  provide  against  these  cases  of  hardship  iind  Injus- 
tice. True,  he  can,  If  he  will,  but  does  be?  The  number  is  few,  some  of  the  more 
thoogfatfol  and  eonaetenttoas ;  but  this  Is  only  obtaining  Jnatioe  aa  a  ftivor,  and  not  ae  a 
natural  right  But  It  Is  a  majority  of  husbands  who  make  these  laws,  and  they  genenllj 
have  no  desire  to  amend  them  by  will.  BesidoB,  the  will  of  the.  husband  is  sometimes 
even  worse  than  the  law  itself.  Such  ca^es  are  by  no  me&ns  rare.  Almost  every  man's 
memocy  may  ftimlsh  one  or  more  examples  that  have  ftllen  under  his  Immediate  notice. 
Ooa  or  two  only  we  will  mention.  A  woman,  advanced  in  life,  who  owned  a  vuhmble 
fun  In  her  own  right,  In  the  border  of  a  fiuurlsiiing  town,  married  a  man  who  had  little 
or  no  property.  The  fturmwaaaoon  out  op  Into  town  lota  and  aciUI  at  high  piicea.  Lia 
few  years  the  husband  died,  leaving  no  children,  but,  by  wHI,  directed  tlM  division  of 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  estate  among  his  relatives,  persons  who  the  wife  never  saw.  The 
only  remedy  in  this  case  was  to  fall  back  upon  her  right  of  dower,  and  submit  to  the 
robbeiy  of  the  law.  In  older  to  escape  the  worse  robbery  of  the  wflL  Thia  will  waa  not 
the  result  of  any  disagreement  between  the  husband  and  the  wife.  It  was  only  the  natu- 
ral outgrowth  of  the  whole  poliqr  of  oar  laws  as  regards  the  property  rights  of  woman. 
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Permit  oi  to  nottee  om  other  cue,  wMeh  ocoiimd  in  •  oeig^borloflr  Btote.  If  any  •Imlltf 

onee,  nfi  duuht,  have  occurred  In  onr  own,  the  law  lii  bnih  States  belnc:  the  sann" 

A  woman  who  had  a  fortune  of  flftjr  tbouaaud  dollars  In  "personal  propert/,"  married. 
All  this,  by  the  law,  belonged  aliaolately  to  the  htubaad.  In  a  year  he  died,  leaving  a 
tdll  dlreeUag  that  the  wMov  should  have  the  procee<ls  of  a  ceruin  part  of  this  raooej, 
so  hmg  at  ihi  wMimd  waKmrttd,  If  the  mairled  afftiD,  or  at  her  death,  It  waa  to  go  to 
his  heirs. 

How  dmsnnt  bi  all  tlieae  eaaea  la  tiie  oondiUon  of  tiie  hnabeiid  upon  the  deaUi  of  llio 

wife.  There  In  then  no  offlcIotiH  intt-nnptldHiiij  of  the  law  In  his  domf  stic  affairs.  His 
booae,  sad  aad  desolate  though  it  be,  in  stUl  sacred  and  aecnre  from  the  foot  of  unbidden 
goeata.  Theralanologal  "aefetlemeDt**toeatiiplilaeatate.  HelaDottoldtiiat**OQeeqBaI 
ttiird  part  of  all  his  landa  and  tenements  shall  be  set  apart  Tor  his  use  during hlallfbttme. 
"  He  has  all,  everj'thfn^,  even  hi?  %vifc'si  bridal  presents  too  are  his  If  the  wifp  had 
lands  iu  hur  own  right,  aud  if  they  have  ever  bad  a  living  cbiid,  hu  baa  a  life  esLalc  iu  the 
Whole  Of  It,  not  a  begfailj  *th]id  part*  ** 

Such  is  the  result  of  man's  jrovemrafnt  of  woman  without  lier0On»ent.  Such  is  the 
protection  be  affords  her.  She  now  asks  the  means  of  proteetlQg  herselli  by  the  6ama 
tnatrnmentallty  which  man  eooslders  ao  tesentlal  to  hb  freedom  and  aecnrfty,  represen- 
tation, political  eqoaUty — THB  right  of  svffbagb.  The  removal  of  this  constitutional 
restriction  is  of  grcut  conseqnence,  becauAe  it  casts  upon  woman  a  stigma  of  inferiority, 
of  iucompelt-ncy,  of  unworthloess  of  trust.  It  ranks  ber  witb  criminals  and  madmen 
and  Idlota.  It  ia  eaaeotial  to  her,  practically,  aa  being  the  key  to  all  h«r  rlghta,  mhich 
will  open  to  her  the  door  of  equality  and  justice. 

Does  any  one  believe  that  if  woman  bad  possesaed  an  eqoal  voice  in  making  our  laws, 
we  ahonid  baTe  atandhig  on  onr  atatnte  hooka,  for  generatloM,  lawa  ao  pelpeUy  oneqoal 
and  unjust  toward  ber  ?   The  iduu  is  pre[iosterouB. 

If  our  sense  of  natural  Justice  and  our  theory  of  ^ovemmeut  both  agree,  that  the  being 
who  i«  to  suffer  under  laws  shall  first  personally  assent  to  them,  aud  thatttie  beini;  wboee 
indnatiy  the  govemment  ia  to  burden  ahould  have  a  voice  in  fixing  the  character  and 
amount  of  that  burden,  tlien,  while  woman  is  ndmitk-d  to  the  l^llowa,  the  |ail,andtbo 
tax-list,  we  AoM  no  rig/U  to  debar  ber  from  the  baliot-box. 

Tour  Comnitlee  recominend  the  adoption  of  the  foUowliig  neolatkm : 

BttolMd,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  Instructed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  a  bfll  to 

aubmit  to  the  qualifled  electors  at  the  next  election  for  senatorst  and  rcpri^sentatlves,  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  whereby  the  eleotlTe  franchise  shall  be  exteoded  to  the 
cilisemi  of  Ohio,  without  distinction  of  sex. 


J.  D.  Cattrio-, 
B.  Camfixlb. 


